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St. Paddy’s
Day stories

With St. Patrick’s Day
coming up, the Canton
Observer staff is look-
ing for stories.

Does the holiday
mean anything special?
Is there a special way
you celebrate it? Did
anything special hap-
pen to you in conjunc-
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tion with the holiday?
If so, please let us
know. Email your
stories to editor Brad
Kadrich at bkadrich@
hometownlife.com.

Student

scholars

The March 22 dead-
line is approaching
for students to submit
applications to receive
the Student Citizen
Scholarships from the
Plymouth Community
and Canton Chambers
of Commerce.

The two chambers

One hearing waived, others
delayed in Verizon robbery

By Darrell Clem
Staff Writer

Antonio Jerome Porter, one of three
defendants charged after police say gun-
fire erupted during a Canton Verizon
store robbery, is facing trial after he vol-
untarily waived his preliminary examina-

tion Friday

in Plymouth's 35th

award the
based on community
service only, not grade
point. There will be
a selection commit-
tee who will pick one
student each from
Canton, Plymouth and
Salem high schools,
Starkweather Academy
and a non-PCCS high
school student who
lives in the district.
Scholarships will be at
least $1,000 apiece.
Applications can be

: downloaded from a
link on the front page
of the Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools
website (www.pces k12,
mi.us). To apply, return
applications to: Com-
munity Relations, 454
S. Harvey St Plymouth,
MI 48170.

Deadline is 4 p.m.

March 22,

NCAA tourney
ticket contest

We are giving away
tickets to the men’s
‘NCAA basketball tour-
nament at The Palace
of Auburn Hills. The
tournament is at the
Palace on Thursday,
March 21 and Saturday,
March 23 and we have
tickets for both days.
To enter, visit our web
site, Hometownlife.com
and click on the Don't
Miss module on the
right-hand side.

This is a Facebook
contest so you can
share the contest link

- with a Facebook friend
and get an extra five
chances to win if they
also enter the contest.
The drawing is Mon-
day, March 18 and you
can enter once every
day. Good luck!
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District Court.

Two other defendants, Eric James-Lee
Wilkins and Dantez Lamar Boykin-John-
son, had their court proceedings delayed
until March 18 amid indications their

defense attorneys may challenge weap-

ons charges against them.
Outside the courtroom Friday, Mark
Brown, Boykin-Johnson’s attorney, said

a
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PHOTO COURTESY CANTON POLICE
Charged in the Verizon store robbery are (from left) Dan-
tez Lamar Boykin-Johnson, Antonio Jerome Porter and Eric
James-Lee Wilkins.

there has been no indication Boykin-John-
son or Wilkins carried weapons when police
say a semiautomatic assault rifle was used to

shoot open a sliding glass door of the Ver-
izon store on Ford Road east of Sheldon.

An employee had locked the door as
he attempted to thwart an incident that
Canton Police say unfolded about 11 a.m.
Feb. 25, leading to the arrest of the three
defendants. Police say no one was injured
as a bullet shattered the glass

At question, Brown said, is whether
Boykin-Johnson and Wilkins should face
charges such as felony firearms and dis-
charging a firearm into a building. Ron-
ald Lowe, 35th District judge, cited a
“legal issue” as the reason for Friday's
adjournment of their preliminary exam-
ination.

Please see ROBBERY, A2
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Meeting kids

where they are

Students learn with technology, so district aims to teach that way

By Jill Halpin
Cormespondent

The need to prepare Plymouth-Canton Commu-
nity Schools students for life in a digital world
is just one of the driy-

IN THIS SERIES
Today: The tax impact
and bridging the
digital divide
Thursday: Parental
acceptance and what
other districts are doing

ing forces behind a bond
issue to be decided by
voters May 7, district
officials say.

It is imperative that the
schools provide students
with the skills to be com-

petitive in a technology-

driven global marketplace, as well as develop an

Please see TECHNOLOGY, A4

' School officials: Bond rate will hold steady

By Brad Kadrich
St Wter

When Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools administra-
tors decided to recommend
the Board of Education seek a

| $114.4 million bond issue ina

raising the tax rate for district
taxpayers.

As they embark upon a cam-
paign to convince the voting
public they're right, administra-
tors believe they’ve done just
that,

While acknowledging taxpay-
ers will pay more taxes with
the bond than they will without

Plymouth-Canton officials believe kids in the technol-
ogy era learn using electronic devices such as the
iPad, and want to move teaching in that direction.

it, the district’s financial staff
believes it has devised a plan
that won't see the 4.1-mill debt
levy raised.

“The board is committed to
never going higher than 4.1
(mills),” said Brodie Killian, the
district’s executive director for

Please see BOND, A5

Plans for 92-home Canton sub ‘a good sign’

By Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

In yet another sign Canton’s

housing market
a developer inten:

92 single-family homes southeast
of Cherry Hill and Sheldon Road,
township officials said

rebounding,
0 construct

We

Township Building Official John
Weyer said the Sheldon Estates
subdivision is similar in size to
developments that sprang up
in Canton before housing starts
bq.an to tumble around

ery positive, that's
y d “It's a good sign.”
Community Planner Jeff Gou-

005. B
or sure,”

let said Lombardo Homes — one
of Michigan's largest builde;
is expected to start the first of
two home-construction phases
later this year, though a precise
rt-up time isn't yet known.
'We don't see too many 100-lot
subdivisions come in anymore,
Goulet said. “We're seeing a lot

of demand for new residential

(development) this year. There
are no houses out there. The
inventory is low right now.”

Market share
Bartley Patterson, Realtor for

Please see SUB, A2




By Matt Jachman
Statf Writer

As Gov. Rick Snyder’s pro-
posal to increase fuel taxes
and vehicle registration fees to
raise an additional $1.2 billion a
year for Michigan's roads fails
to gain traction, a local state
senator has proposed alter-
native measures he says can
achieve the same ends without
burdening motorists.

Sen. Patrick Colbeck, R-Can-
ton Township, talked up his
plan last week, saying a com-
bination of measures such as
reprioritizing expenditures,
paying down debt, selling
advertising and offering con-
cessions at state facilities, and
building better-quality, longer-
lasting roads, would result in
enough money, and savings, to
easily match the revenue Sny-
der said is needed.

Colbeck, a first-term senator
who also represents Plymouth
and Plymouth Township, said
his ideas haven’t been put into
bills yet but that the Legislative
Service Bureau has been asked
to draft four related bills. In all,
perhaps 18 bills incorporating
his road-funding ideas will be
introduced, Colbeck said.

Colbeck sald his main goal
was to start a conversation
about the state’s spending pri-

online at hometownlife.com

Think differently on roads revenue

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wayne County road crews fill potholes along Haggerty Road.

orities.

“This is just the tip of the ice-
berg,” he said. “What we're
really trying to do is get peo-
ple to think differently” and
consider alternatives to rais-
ing taxes. “It’s actually pre(ry
exciting to be a part of it.”

Colbeck said he is working
with several Senate colleagues
on the proposal, but declined
to name them. “I don’t know
if they want to plug in on that
right now,” he said.

Tax alternatives

Colbeck’s ideas, as explained
in a press release and a phone
conversation, include:

* Funneling the state’s rising
revenue — the general fund is
anticipated to grow by about
$500 million — to the Michigan

Department of Transportation.
Colbeck, calling the increasing
receipts an “economic growth
dividend,” said that if roads
are a really a priority, spend-
ing increases for other depart-
ments, aside from increases to
adjust for inflation, should be
frozen. “You should be making
an investment based on your
priorities,” he said.

* Paying down debt to save
debt-service costs, some $238
million a year for road bonds
alone and $833 million overall.
This would be done over sev-
eral years, Colbeck said, and
could be done only instead of,
not along with, the spending

ties and on state websites, sell-
ing contracts for concessions
at state parks and highway

rest areas, and selling nam-

ing rights. He estimated such
‘moves could bring in up to $462
million a year.

* Ensuring longer-lasting
roads by having them built
with concrete to higher stan-
dards, such as the 40-year lifes-
pans Colbeck said are the norm
in Europe and Canada. While
those roads would cost more
initially, he said, they would
save money in the long run.
Road-building contracts, he
added, should also include a
long-term maintenance provi-
sion, which would prompt com-
panies to build higher-quali-
ty roads at the outset to avoid
having to spend more on main-
tenance when those roads get
older.

Snyder seeks quick cash

Snyder is asking for a 14-cent
increase in the gasohne tax and
a19-cent increase in the die-
sel fuel tax, which would bring
both taxes to 33 cents a gal-
lon. He also seeks a 60-percent
increase in vehicle registra-
tion fees.

freezes he described. The Legislature is showing lit-
* Generating revenue from tle interest in the plan, however.
state assets, including sell- Colbeck is adamantly against

ing advertising at state facili-

asking taxpayers and motorists

for more money to fix roads. “I
think that would put an unnec-
essary burden on a lot of our.
citizens,” he said.

State Rep. Kurt Heise, R-
Plymouth Township, said he
wants to see Colbeck’s propos-
al in bill form before weigh-
ing in on it. But he isn't ready to
support increased taxes either,
saying those who do need to
make a better case. Meanwhile,
he said, alternatives are being
explored.

“I think people will be more
comfortable paying more if
they feel like they're getting
the best value for their tax dol-
lars, and we're not there yet,”
Heise said.

A spokesman in Snyder’s
office said Colbeck’s ideas are
welcome and will be part of the
discussion, but that the state
also needs “an immediate fix"
for roads.

“Investing now will prevent
further decline in pavement qual-
ity and greater costs to taxpay-
ers later on,” said Ken Silfven,
Snyder’s deputy press secretary,
in an e-mail. “The governor will
continue working with his legis-
lative partners so we can tackle
this critical challenge in a respon-
sible manner that respects the
needs of taxpayers.”

mjachman@hometowniife.com | (313) 222:2405,
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and conoealingss!o]en Friday separately from ket news follows a sharp start to increase, it will
i o property over $1,000and  Boykin-Johnson and i increase in new home take years before they
Contintied frompage A1 illegally entry with the lilkins. Comtinded fompageal starts in Canton. Dur- reach levels that gener-
Porter, however, waived  building owner’s permis- Police have said all Canton-based REEMAX ing his State of the Town-  ate the level of property
his hearing on those sion. three defendants are 18 Classic on Ford Road, ship address Wednes- tax revenues the commu-
charges and other counts Porter’s decision years old. Porter and has estimated Canton has  day afternoon at the Vil- nity once collected. -
of armed robbery, break-  prompted Lowe to send Wilkins are Inkster resi- 200 or fewer houses on lage Theater at Cher- On the commercial side,
ing and entering a build- his case to Wayne County  dents; Boykin-Johnsonis  the market, down sharp- ry Hill, Supervisor Phil Busch’s market is mov-
ing with intent to com- Circuit Court for disposi-  from Westland. 1y from 500 not that long. LaJoy said local officials  ing ahead with its request
mit a crime, first-degree  tion. Porter was brought Each of the three men ago. processed 214 new resi- for a site plan and special
. has been jailed with a $1 A developer had dential permits in 2012, land use approval to occu-
‘million cash bond earlier  planned to construct the up from just 75 the year py the long-closed Farm-
set by 35th District Judge  Sheldon Estates subdivi- before. er Jack store southeastof |
Michael Gerou. Not- sion a few years ago, but Moreover, Assessor Cherry Hill and Canton
H guilty pleas have been Goulet said those plans Doug Shaw has said Can-  Center roads.
You ¥ Iocal agent insures your entered for them. became a casualty of the  ton’s home values for Goulet said the compa-
Alarge number of spec-  housing market collapse. 2013 have increased 3.6 ny plans to make modifi-
tators attended Friday’s The latest plans have percent, a long-await- cations to the front of the
court proceedings. been referred to the ed turnaround from four  building, partly to accom-
All three defendants township's planning straight years of steady modate an outdoor dis-
could face penalties rang-  department for review, decline. play area. He said pre-
ing up to life in prison if starting what will be a liminary indications are
they are convicted as cur-  three-step processlead- Revenue levels Busch’s hopes to open by
rently charged. ing to final plat approv- Even so, an outside late summer or early
al. The plans also auditing firm, Plante
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Catch This Sizzling Spring Lineup at...
Canton’s Village Theater!

Tony Lucca Live On Stage!

2012 Finalist on NBC’s Hit Show “The Voice”
Saturday, April 6 < 8:00 PM

Tickets: $20

Nationwide.
But still very, very local.

Get great ocal service with Nationwide®.

HEIDI KUSSURELIS AGENCY INC
Heidi A Kussurelis
kussurh@nationwide.com

5918 Lilley Rd Ste 1

Canton, M| 48187

(734) 927-3730

Tiempo Libre in Concert!

Three-Time Grammy-Nominated
Cuban Music Phenomenon

Saturday, April 13 » 7:30 PM
Tickets: $25

Nationwide” L
On Your Side

Auto  Home  Life

This concert supported in part
by an award from the National
Endowment for the Arts

v

ENDOWMENT
FOR THE ARTS

Village Theater
SNT CHERKY HILL Business

Get Your Tickets Today! Visit www.cantonvillagetheater,org
Call 734/394-5460
50400 Cherry Hill Road » Canton, MI 48187
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By Brad Kadrich
‘Staff Writer

The Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education's search for a replace-
‘ment for outgoing. Superintendent
Jeremy Hughes is over.

The board voted Thursday to
offer the job to Michael Meissen,
currently the supervisor of school
improvement and student achieve-
ment for Milwaukee Public Schools
in Milwaukee, Wis. The 6-1 vote
took place during a meeting after
Meissen finished his second inter-
view Thursday following a daylong
tour of the district and discussions
with teachers, staff and students.

Meissen will replace Hughes,
whose contract expires at the end of
June. Hughes has served since tak-
ing the job on an interim basis in
2011.

‘Talking about how Plymouth-Can-
ton moves forward in the face of
competitive challenges from pri-
vate and charter schools, Meissen
lauded the district as a high-per-
former.

“We should have a pursuit of
excellence internally that we
want to be the best,” Meissen said.
“(Plymouth-Canton) wouldn't enjoy
the reputation it has if it didn't have
the internal drive to be the best it
canbe.”

Experience counts

Meissen was chosen over the
only internal candidate, executive
director of business services Bro-

L] L]
chool board pICkS new chief | sam’s Ciub slasher
ly strong leader. (Meissen) has the g p
edge because of his expenence. By Darrell Clem
especially in the area of curricu- Staff Writer
T
i A Canton man who
Generation X slashed another man
Secretary Adrienne Davis was with a knife outside
the most yocal in support of Killian. the Sam’s Clubstore on
She noted his inexperience in school Ford Road is facing two
- administration, but pointed out to four years in prison Robinson ing alle-
The Plymouth-Canton Board of he understands school funding in after he accepted a plea gations
Education Thursday voted to hire Dr. Michigan and said his youth makes to a charge he ked 41-y
Michael Meissen, currently working in him an attractive candidate. of assault with a dan- old Theodore Sheers of
the Milwaukee (Wis.) Public Schools, “If we're going in the direction gerous weapon. Saline last Sept. 30 and
as the district’s new superintendent. . we're going (financially) i in Michi- Harry Robinson Jr. cuthu-n witha kmfe dur-
gan, (Killian) is " Davis h: rdered to start
die Killian. Ultimate, the board set- sald “There’s no learning curve servinghisdme in prison the Sams Club store.
tled for Meissen’s expenence, par- when you're talking about finances. in May after he accept- Sheets had an injury
ticularly in the area of The i ip is i edthe pleaand averted that required at least
over Killian's financial prowess and “We don't see Generation X trial —and a potenti: 20 stitches near his left
familiarity with the district. engaged in our school district. I longer sentence —fora  wrist.

Prior to his current position, think (Killian) would attract them.” now-dismissed charge of Robinson has been
Meissen spent six years as the Meissen earned his bachelor’s assault with intent to do free on bond awaiting
superintendent of the Glenbard degree in social welfare from the greatbodily harm, less the outcome of his case.
Townslup High School District #87 Umversnty of ard Prior to the court
in Glen Ellyn, IlL. That district has water in 1981, got his master’s in The outcome of Rob-  hearing last October,
some 9,000 students and serves counseling and guidance from the inson’s case was con- defense atmrney Marc
nine different municipalities. University of Wisconsin in 1983 firmed by Wayne Lakin Rob-

He's also been a principal at the and earned his Ph.D. in educational County Circuit Court. inson was derendmg
‘high school, middle school and administration in December 1990. Judge Ulysses Boykin  himself. Lakin alleged
grade school levels, as well as hav- “Tlike the fact (Plymouth-Canton) has given Robinson Robinson “was victim-
ing experience as an athletic direc- is a district that has a demonstrat- until May 14 to start ized, harassed, spit on,
tor. ed record of excellence and wants serving his sentence, name-called and then

‘While six of the seven voted for to continue to achieve greatness,” handed down Feb. 25. threatened” by a man
Meissen, there was a lengthy dis- Meissen said. “I want to get into a Canton authoritieshave  much larger than he is.
cussion about the qualities both men  district with a board that wants to said Robinson, if convict- Robinson, howey-
bring to the job. continue working toward greatness. edascharged, couldhave er, has since decided

“I'm not coming down hard and This is areally strong district.” faced penalties rang- to plead guilty to one
fast (for either candidate),” Trea- inguptolifeinprisonbe-  of two charges. Sheets
surer Sheila Paton said. “(Killian) 2228899 causehe i * was never charged.
has the qualities of being a real- Twitter: @bkadrich
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TECHNOLOGY

Continued from page A1

infrastructure capable of
supporting the demands
of the new state online
testing requirements
that begin in the 2014-15
school year, school board
President John Barrett
said.

“This is the way of the
future, it'’s the nature of
the global world,” Bar-
rett said. “We have to give
kids what they need to
meet the demands of the
job market. We need to
‘make sure our students
have the critical skills that
are now demanded by col-
leges and employers.”

The proposed technolo-
gy planis part of a$114.4
million bond issue that
will also allow the district
to build a new middle
school, replace an aging
vehicle fleet and make
improvements to some of
its facilities.

Approval of the bond
issue will give students
increased access to edu-
cational technology tools
by providing each stu-
dent with a personal digi-
tal learning device, allow
for upgrades and addi-
tions to technology and
STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and
Mathematics) labs in
schools across the district
and allow for the creation
of a district-owned broad-
band network to accom-
modate the growing need
for wireless and online
services, said Brodie
Killian, executive direc-
tor for business services.

“There has been a digi-
tal divide in the way stu-
dents need to be engaged
and the way we have
been instructing them,”
Killian said. “We need to
arm our teachers and stu-
dents with the right tools
to make them produc-
tive.”

Right tools
Providing students with

personal digital devices,
“whether they are iPads

DIGITAL

=12

or laptops,” aligns with a
nationwide 1:1 technolo-
gy initiative aimed at put-
ting technology into the
hands of each student to
enhance effective teach-
ing and learning, Killian
said, adding that he
believes students need to
have every advantage to
succeed in an increasing-
ly digital world.

“Putting digital devices
into the hands of the stu-
dents will provide us with
the ability to propel our
students into a new era of
success,” he said.

In addition to providing
students with the tech-
nology skills they will
need in the job market, it
is key educators remain
current with the way stu-
dents currently learn,
said Jeanne Farina, assis-
tant superintendent for
instructional services.

“We need to adapt to
the way students learn
now,” Farina said. “They
are plugged in and online.
Why would we ask them
to turn off and unplug
when they come into the
classroom?”

Using technology for
teaching and learning is
“extremely motivating
and engaging” for stu-
dents, allowing for more
individualized instruc-
tion, as well as giving the
students the opportunity
to move at their own pace
and take charge of their
own learning, she said.

Technology allows stu-
dent to become the driv-
ers of what they want to
learn. They now have the
ability to take it to lev-
els they could not have
before with the simple

push of a button, Farina
said.

Motivating students

“When students are
motivated and engaged
we see increases in stu-
dent achievement,” Fari-
na said.

Plymouth High School
student teacher Taylor
Pratt agrees. A 20-year-
old University of Mich-
igan senior, Prattis a
product of the digital age
himself, growing up with
technology much like
today’s high school stu-
dents.

A recently taught les-
son on neurobiology illus-
trated the immense pos-
sibilities that education-
al technology can provide
students, he said.

Rather than watching
ateacher flip through a
slideshow on the board
and listening to the teach-
er while takmg notes, stu-
dents were given iPads
that allowed them access
to an app featuring a 3-

D brain, which they were
then able to manipulate
and explore while learn-
ing the brain’s functions.

“Itis just so different
from the way that I was
taught,” he said. “It was
hands-on, very engag-

Ol

Hoben Elementary School Media Spedialist Jolie Valentine works with students learning
how to use the iPads off the school’s new iPad carts.

nology access between the
schools, creating equity
issues between the newer
and aging facilities.

e

Using the iPad allowed  Evening out access
for alevel of individual- Under the new plan,
ized learning that (tra- “regardless of where
ditional) direct instruc- you go to school, you will
non cannot provide, Pratt  have the same access,”

Barrett said.

“Smdents can learn Plymouth Township
at their own pace and parent Tonya Bark-
engage with the material  er said she was encour-
on their own terms,” said  aged that district leaders
the political science and “are aware and acknowl-
psychology major, who edge that there have
will graduate with his been some issues regard-
teaching degree in April.  ing inequity, and they are

Under the district’s ready to address it
plan, there will also be an “I believe that there
equalization of technolo- should be the same tech-
gy resources throughoul nology and same acces-
the buildings, ensuring sibility for all students
that each student “has the  regardless of the age of
same access to technol- the school,” she said.
ogy regardless of which Plans also call for the
school they attend,” Bar-  creation of a district-
rett said. wide broadband network

This includes additions  to support the increased
to tech labs and STEM use of technology, which
labs at the middle school  will occur with the new
level, which wxll allow for  state-mandated Smart-
more proj d learn- -Bal d

an online test that will

Om'em.ly, there are be implemented during

some variations in tech- the 2014-15 school year,

nline at hometownli

replacing the MEAP. That
not only includes pro-
viding the hardware on
which the students need
to test, but providing a
network to handle the
increased online activity
as well.

“In order for the dis-
trict to align to the new:
state standards, which
require each student to
take their tests online, we
need to provide the tools
and the infrastructure
capable of supporting
them,” said Jim Casteel,
the district’s director for
integrated technology
systems.

If voters do not approve
the bond, the district will
beunable to provide digi-
tal devices to all students,
Killian said.

“We will strive to
include more technolo-
gy, but it will become the
burden of an already-
stretched general bud-
get,” Killian said.

Other priorities

The district also will
not replace agmg buses
or repair the aging infra-
structure.

The plan does not
include ‘wants,” Killian
said. “These are ‘needs.’
We have made a decision
that these are top priori-

ties for our students.”

Additionally, the tech
upgrades will “give us a
competitive advantage
and help us attract other
families to the district,”
he added.

There can be no doubt
that technology has fun-
damentally changed the
way that people teach and
learn, Barrett said.

“The stronger the
schools, the better the
property values. This
will help make the dis-
trict a leader in educa-
tional technology and bol-
ster our ability to attract
new families to the dis-
trict,” he said. “All of this
is crucial to being leaders
in 21st century and con-
tinuing to make the dis-
trict one of the strongest
in the state.”

Chains

Class Rings
Bracelets
Watches
Earrings
Charms
Coins

.

.

Dental Gold

GUARANTEED!

Wedding Rings

Antique Jewelry

Sell with confidence, knowing
you were paid the highest price...

No gimmicks, no scams, no worries.
Your experience with us will be a
good one, we guarantee it!

‘We buy all types of Gold:

10K, 14K, 18K, 22K, as well as
Platinum and Sterling Silver.

‘We also buy gold and silver coins
and diamonds .75ct and larger.

6018 Canton Center Rd. » Canton, MI 48187

P:734.207.1906 - showroomofelegance.com

Store Hours:
Tues. Fri.9:30-6
Sat. 9:304
Closed Sun. & Mon.

*\We guarantee you the highest price for 7 days. If gold prices rise
within 7 days of selling, stop by and we will pay you the difference.

Livonia Vein Center
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VENOUS

Friday

8 amto 4 pm

March 22, 2013

SCREENING

Did you know...
 Millions of Ami
leg veins.

© 2.5 million Americans every year are
diagnosed with a blood clot.

Your free screening will include
an ultrasound of your leg veins
medical exam by a U-M physician.

Educational materials provided by the American Venous Forum will be available, as well as
refreshments. If you are interested in leaming more about your leg vein health, call today.

March is DVT awareness monthl
0n March 22, the U-M Livonia Vein
Center Is taking part in the country's
largest, most comprehensive national
screening program for venous disease.

ericans have unhealthy:

Call today to set up your free screening!

134.432.7662

19900 Haggerty Road, Suite 105«  Livonia, MI48152-1053
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BOND

Continued from page A1

business services. “We
are not raising (taxpay-
ers’) tax rate. What was on
your tax bill in July 2012
will be on your tax bill in
July 2013,

That’s one of the rea-
sons district officials
pushed for the May 7
bond election. The debt
levy millage rate had
been scheduled to drop
by 0.35 mills — to about
3.66 mills — when taxes
are assessed July 1. A-lat-
er election date, officials
said, would mean the dis-
trict would have to hike
that rate back up to 4.1
in order to capture the
$114.4 million in bond.

Steady rate

Instead, the district
is asking its taxpayers
to continue paying the
4.1 mills. For a $200,000
home with a $100,000 tax-
able value, that means
the loss of some $35 in
savings taxpayers would
have realized in the first

year.
“We recognize that,
absent the bond issue,
the rate would go down,”
Killian said. “We under-
stand we're asking tax-
payers for some sacri-
fice. But we refinanced
as much of our debt as
possible (first), and we
kept the bond package
we're asking for as lean
as we could so we didn’t
have toraise the debt
levy.”

Without the bond, the
district’s debt levy would
drop every year until
creeping below 1 mill in
2030. If the bond passes,
the debt levy will remain
at4.1 through 2019, and
doesn't drop below 1 mill
until 2033.

That means the aver-
age debt levy for the
bond alone is 1.22 mills, a
fact school board Trustee
Mark Horvath wants to
‘make sure is clear to the
voters. Horvath points
out that, over the life of
the bond, taxpayers with
ahome with a taxable val-
ue of $100,000 are going
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HOW THE BOND BREAKS DOWN
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with a $100,000 taxable value.

[ May 2013 Bond Issue

Over the life of the 20-year bond issue, the average millage rate will be 1.22 mills for the new bond
issue. This 1.22 average millage rate will cost taxpayers an average of $122 annually for a home

Source: Plymouth-Canton Community Schools

If the May bond passes, Plymouth-Canton officials plan to have an electronic learning
device, such as an iPad, in the hands of all of the district’s teachers and students within
five years.

to pay some $2,400 more
in taxes than they would
without the bond.

“The key message is,
and what I want to be
clear about — and don’t

get me wrong, thisis a
great thing — I want to
be very clear that this

bond comes with a tax
increase. ... It’s just not
arate increase,” Hor-
vath said. “Your rate will
never go higher than it
is now, but it’s still'going
to cost about $2,400 over
a 20-year period (for
$100,000 taxable value).
There are costs associat-
ed with borrowing money
and paying that back.”

Conservative
estimate

Even so, Killian
believes the numbers
will be better than ear-

ly projections. He said
the projected millage
rates were figured using
“‘conservative estimates”
about property values,
including the use of a
small decline this year.
Recent reports showing
residential property val-
ues in Plymouth Town-

DIGIT

LEARNING

I,M/L

WHAT THE
MONEY WILL
DO

If approved by voters
May 7, the $114 million
bond issue will pay:
* Some $24.8 million ear-
marked for technology
improvements
+ Some $36 million to
build a new middle
school on district-owned
property in Canton
* Some $35 million in
facility upgrades
« Some $19 million to
replace an aging vehicle
fleet

The bonds will be sold
in two series — $60.8
million in Series [ and
$53.6 million in Series Il.

ship, the city of Plym-
outh and Canton Town-
ship on the rise-would
seem to bear out Killian's
confidence.

The bonds will be sold
in two series, $60.8 mil-
lion in Series I and the
other $53.6 million in
Series II. Killian said if
the economy performs
better than projected, it
could benefit the district
by pushing some of the
“critical needs” currently
to be served in Series IT
into the Series I sale.

“When there is an
opportunity to borrow
money now, when inter-
est rates are historically
low, you should bnn‘ow as
much as you can,” Killian
said. “We could borrow
more in Series I and less
in Series IT if the values

bkadrich@hometownlite.com.
(313) 2228899

4 Music and Lyrics

by Laurence O'Keefe
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c(?me & C,Qove

Full Assistance with
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene
in a Small Home-like Setting
for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired,
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

© Highly Compeitive Incliisive Rates
+ 24 Hour Professional  Staffing
« Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free

Salem'H g School™-
Gloria Logah Auditorium
46181 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187/

» 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day

» On-Call Nurse Practitioner

» Medication Management

= Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

« Beauty & Barber Shop

» Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

l\u\lurl Living

g Crystal Creek

8121 Lllley Road
Canton, Michigan 48187
{Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

CHRYSLER ¢ JEEP » RAM ¢ DODGE * CHRYSLER

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

< Jeep &) mam

wuww.DickScott.com

" Don't be fooled by other ads!

« JEEP » RAM  DODGE

INLY TRUE ——
Only $1,000 total due at THE ONLY TRUE
signing on our leases!

[2013 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY

STXR C13TON

SALE PRICE 525,433

8uY FoR

%SE\

2013 DODGE

8UY FOR

7295

B4 wos.
0 cash down

%D

CHARGER R/T
o

2013 RAM 1500
4X4 CREW CAB

527,027
)

STRRR137008
SALE PRICE

846

ur Fon
5299 w

0 Crnoeen

*u
517 78,,,0
684 W. Ann Arbor Rd., r‘l’alymouth Mi 48170

Open: Mon., Thurs. 9-8; Tues., Wed., Fri. 9-6; Sat.

5 chrysler-nodge-Jeep Ram 1-877-350 4633

2013 CHRYSLER
300C RWD

29,634

SALE PRICE

2013 JEEP PATRIOT
FWD LATTITUDE

e 518,182
A

SALE PRICE

BUY FOR

5347

84 mos
0 cash Dows.

5955 - 3172,..:"'

Wa Service All Makes & Models
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oung local artist gets her first break

By Brad Kadrich
staff Writer

Jordan Baer of Canton
figures she’s been draw-
ing since she was may-
be 8 or 9 years old, when
she started taking part in
art camps.

All that work began to

pay off — in exposure if
not in cash — for Baer,
a 17-year-old Plymouth
High School junior who
recently illustrated the
first book of her young
career.

Baer, the daughter of
Michelle Baer of Can-
ton and Jim Baer of
Dearborn, contribut-
ed sketches of the four
main characters in Moni-
ca Jo Carusi’s first book,
“Cross the Veil and Near
Me Dwell,” the story.
of a young girl who can

communicate with her
ancestors in the ethere-
al realm but struggles
to talk to her own fami-
ly and peers in the real
world.

She also designed the
book’s cover.

“(Carusi) knows my
aunt, and I guess my
aunt talked about me,”
Jordan said. “She said,
‘Read the book,’ so I
did and I drew what
1 thought the people
should look like, and
(Carusi) liked it. She
chose me.”

Leaps and bounds
That aunt, Lisa Nel-
son of Livonia, offered
to read Carusi’s book
and offer some edit-
ing and feedback on it.
When she read it, she
felt like it being Carusi’s

first book, it also provid-
ed an opportunity for her
niece to show what she
could do.

“(Jordan) has been tak-
ing art lessons and been
improving by leaps and
bounds, and I thought
this would be a great
opportunity for her to
sketch a few things and
see if Monica liked them
for her book,” Olson
said. “She’s actually a
writer as well as an art-
ist. I thought some-
day she'd write a book
and illustrate it herself.
‘When this opportuni-

ty came up with (Caru-
si), I thought it would be
a great chance for her
to try and see if it was
something she'd like to
do.”

Drawing is something
Baer has always liked to

is pleased to announce the arrival of
Chris Thomas

Chris would like to invite all of his clients
to see him at his new home.

734-641-6193

cthomas@demmer.com

Jack Demmer Ford

37300 Michigan Ave. ® Wayne * Ml ¢ 734 721 2600
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Jordan Baer says her art
has picked up more color
recently, perhaps a result
of having her horizons
expanded during three
summers at the Blue Lake
Fine Arts camp.

do, since she did those
art camps as a child.
When she was about
12, her mom said, she
grabbed a baby picture
and did a self-portrait.
Michelle Baer’s house
is resplendent with Jor-
dan’s artwork.

As time has worn on,
Jordan said, her art has
improved.

“It hasn’t been over-
night,” said Jordan, who
admits she picks up a
pen and paper and draws
at the drop of a hat. “I
think practice makes
perfect. P've drawn
so much, my style has
grown.”

Brain waves

In addition to her
drawing, Baer does some
writing and plays the
piano. Her artistic side
is something that’s been
coaxed and prodded by
her mom.

“She’s definitely got
the art side of her brain
going,” Michelle Baer
said.

While Baer points to
pen-and-ink as her favor-
ite medium, her artis-
tic designs have been

$ ].OFF
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734.729.5688
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Jordan Baer of Canton, a 17-}

year-old Plymouth High

School junior, recently illustrated her first book.

expanded by three
straight summers at
the Blue Lake Fine Arts
Camp.

She said the camp
experience has her
experimenting in areas
she'd normally leave
alone.

“They really expand-
ed on things I normal-
ly wouldn’t have done,”
Baer said. “They like to
broaden your horizons.
They expand on your
artistic ability and get
you to be the best you
can be.”

Her best was enough
to convince Carusi to
let the teenager illus-
trate her first book. The
author said she'd seen
Baer’s work and thought
it was good. She said she
was looking for a teenag-
er's perspective on the

$

] 0

Ko i 2

book and figured letting
Baer illustrate would
give her that.

“I thought, ‘she’s real-
ly good,' and it might
be nice, since this is my
first book, to give hera
chance, too,” Carusi said.
“Itold her, ‘I don't want
to tell you what to draw,
I want you to draw what
you see.’ I thought she
did a great job.”

Michelle Baer said
watching her daughter
grow with this experi-
ence has been “exciting.”

“I knew she could
draw, and that she had
some talent,” Michelle
Baer said. “I was hoping
someone would see that
talent and appreciate it
the way I do.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899 | Twitter: @bkadrich
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St. Paddy’s party benefits pantry

By Darrell Clem

Corridor area near the

the O'Hare Irish Dancers

Staff Witer church. and a scheduled appear-
“St. Patrick’s is the her-  ance by Detroit’s S5th
A Canton church-based itage of the Irish, and in annual St. Patrick’s Day
St. Patrick’s party, onthe  the Detroit area we cel- Parade grand marshal,

eve of the festive Irish
holiday, proves there’s
much more than green
beer and revelry as local
charitable groups take
seriously their heritage
of helping others.

St. Thomas a'Becket

ebrate the Irish quality
of hospitality,” said Barb
Weir, president of the
Ladies group. “It's impor-
tant to us to give to the
poor, the hungry and the
people who need it more
than we do.”

Nora Cassidy.

The parade is today
(Sunday) and features
the theme “Detroit Irish
— Proud of Homeland,
Heritage and Heroes.” It
will honor a local Irish-
man and fallen hero, Pat-

Catholic Church, 555 S. Lil- The church-based par- rick O'Rourke, badge No.
ley south of Cherry Hill, ty each year draws an 55 of the West Bloomfield
Plymouth-Canton students rehearse for the cancer benefit concert they staged Saturday plans to host the sixth estimated 250-275 peo- police force.

for Gilda’s Club of Metro Detroit.

Arts students stage cancer benefit

annual St. Patrick’s par-
ty at 6:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 16, hosted by the

ple, Weir said. Tickets
cost $25 each and may be
obtained by calling (734)

Mike Kelly, a Livonia
man who is president of
the United Irish Societies,

Ancient Order of Hiberni-  981-1333. Admission also is co-chairing this year’s
ans Patrick Ryan Division ~ may be paid at the door. parade with Sam Aldridge
and the Ladies Ancient The public is welcome. of Plymouth. Following.
By Brad Kadrich 1o Detroit, the event was  asilent auction of student ~ Order of Hibernians Eliza- To be sure, the event the Corktown Races at 11
Staff Writer designed to raise money artwork and items donat-  beth Fagan Division. includes a corned beef am. that draw thousands,
— but mostly awareness ed by community mem- It's all intended toraise  and cabbage dinner, beer, the parade starts at2 p.m.
‘When a class discus- — about the struggles of bers. money for the St. Pat- wine and soft drinks, but  at Michigan Avenue and
sion among sophomores people dealing with can- Concert-goers showed  rick’s Church food pantry  a festive atmosphere is Sixth in Detroit.
in Plymouth-Canton’s cer. their support by pur- in Detroit, which every expected as the church For more, go to www.
Arts Academy revealed “The kids decided to chasing the $15 tick- month feeds 350400 low-  welcomes entertainment  detroitstpatricksparade.
that many of the stu- put their talents to work,” ets, placing messag- income people in the Cass by the Kish Celtic Band,
del;ts have t;lr.ts;e friends said Amy Morgan, the es of support in the pro-
or family members liv- district’s Arts Academy gram, and/or donating ()
ing with cancer, he stu.  Leader, “They createda  ems for thesilentane-  CaNtON hosts county committee
dents didn't just digest totally student-run show tion. Those generous
the information. to benefit Gilda’s Club, donations, Morgan said,
They decided to do and to benefit people in meant local individu- Wayne County Commis- tee meet-  hear the county’s plans on
something about it. our local liv-  alsand sioner Shannon Price, R- ing and how to be more transpar-
So the enterpris- ing with cancer and those assxstmg Gilda’s Clubin  District 10, will host the become ent and balance the bud-
ing young students put closest to them.” their mission to provide  Commission’s Commit- informed  get.
together a concert and The event, “We're All cost-free social and emo-  tee on Ways and Means on how Chaired by Commis-
silent auction Saturday in This Together,” includ-  tional support to people meeting scheduled for local sioner Laura Cox, (R-
at the Village Theater at ed a variety of musical, living with cancer, their  Thursday, March 14, at govern- Livonia), the Commit-
Cherry Hill. Partnering dance and spoken word families and friends. the Canton Township Hall ment is tee on Ways and Means
with Gilda’s Club of Met-  performances, as well as You can still donate to Board Room, 1150 S. Can- -outthere  reviews financial issues
the cause by contacting ton Center. The meeting working that relate to alloca-
Morgan at (734) 582-5595  willbeginat 1 p.m.andis  for them,” Commissioner tion of resources, which
or emailing Amy.mor- open to the public. Price said. “As a Wayne include the budget, com-
@ Roll 4 Toy Sa gan@pcesmail.net “This is a wonderful County commissioner,]  pensation, bond issues,
opportunity for constit- look forward to providing retirement, tax matters,
bkadrich@hometownlife.com uents to come out and the citizens in my com- and the assessment and
(313) 2228899 | Twitter: @bkadrich  experience a commit- munity the opportunity to  equalization of property.

Save On Over 30,000 Toys & Games &
Just Roll The@ & Save!

s 3047 W, 12Mle, Berkley 248-543.315
SHOP. on-Sat 10-5:30, Thu 10-8:30, Sun 124

Ends 33013

Sale Detalls @
DolHospitalcom

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its
regular meeting March 19, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Friends Room on the main level of the Library at 223 S.
Main Street, Plymouth, MI 48170

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary

reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers

for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed
:hea) P anc, of pr

with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon seven (7)
days notice to the Plymouth District Library. Individuals
with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Plymouth District Library by writing
or calling the following:

Sandra Young, Library Secretary

Plymouth District Library
223 5. Main Street; Plymouth, MI
734-453-¢ 0750 x217

Publish: March 10, 2013 AToTosess 22
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the shuttle in March,
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Around Town” is designed to announce
Jpcoming events taking place in the com-
nity. Items will run on a space-available
basis. Send details to bkadrich@hometown-
life.com

PRICE HOURS

Date/Time: Monday, March 11, 11-1 p.m,;
Friday, March 22, 8 p.m.

Location: March 11 at the Plymouth
District Library, 223 S. Main in Plymouth;
March 22 at the Crescent Academy Interna-
tional, 40440 Palmer in Canton.

Details: Wayne County Commissioner
Shannon Price will hold office hours at
those locations. His constituents are wel-
come to visit with him at either location.
Contact: For details, call (734) 729-1000.
MAD HATTER TEA

Date/Time: Sunday, March 10, 2-4 p.m.
Location: Plymouth Historical Museum,
155 S. Main in Plymouth

Details: It's tea time ladies! Grab your
gals and come to the Plymouth Histori-
cal Museum for the annual Mad Hatter
Tea where ladies wear their craziest hats!
“Mad About Hats—100 years of Wear-

ing Hats, 1860-1960" will be presented
by Sandy Root, a Civil War reenactor and
period milliner. Before the presentation,
enjoy scrumptious delicacies from Joe's Deli
of Plymouth and the Museum’s signature
“Mary's Blend” tea--a taste bud tingling
cherry and almond black tea in honor of

m

Mary Todd Lincoln. This tea is also avail-
able for purchase in the Museum’s store.
Tickets for the Mad Hatter Tea are $20 for
Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum
members and $25 for non-members, if
purchased by March 1 (add $5 to the ticket
price after that date), and can be pur-
chased at the Plymouth Historical Museum
during open hours, or on the website at
http://www.plymouthhistory.org/Events.
html using PayPal

Contact: For further information, call
(734) 455-8940.

SEWING GUILD

Dateltime: First Thursday of each month,
10a.m. to 1 p.m.

Location: First Presbyterian Church, 701
Church Street, Plymouth

Details: This Plymouth-Canton neighbor-
hood group is open to sewists of all levels.
The Feb. 7 meeting features “Machine
Embroidery Primer,” followed by “3D Fly-
ing Geese-hands on” on March 7; “Charity
auction” April 11 (note date change); and
“Machine or Hand Applique Quilt Biock-
hands on” on May 2.

Contact: For more information email
asgpc@comcast.net

MASTERING MEDITATION
Date/Time: Saturdays, March 16 and 23,
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Location: The Cenfer- Massage, Yoaa
Wellness Studio, 1200 Ann Arbor Road in

online at hometownlife.com
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Supporting the arts

Jll Engel, Executive Director of the Partnership for Arts and Humanities, presents a certifi-
cate of thanks to Scott Johnson, Division Manager, Sauk Trails-Republic Services, for their
$10,000 contribution that funded the P-CCS school's 5th grade field trip, “African Ameri-
can History Through Artist’s Eyes.” It the third straight year Republic Services has made

Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M.
35345 Cherry Hill Road
(Just E. of Wayne Roa

Westland Ml 48186
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Hosplta

Full Service Veterinary Hospital

Treating All Exnnc and Pm:ket Animals
“Quality Service at an Affordable Price”

M-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5
s, s,

the donation.

Plymouth

Details: Dr. Kapila Castoldi offers a free
introductory series on mastering medita-
tion. Topics include concentration, relax-
ation and meditation techniques; creat-
ing a meditative lifestyle; self-awareness
through meditation. Castoldi has studied
meditation under the guidance of Indian
spiritual teacher Sri Chinmoy for 27 years.
It is offered free of charge by the Sri Chin-
moy Centre of Ann Arbor as a community
service.

Contact: For information call (734) 994-
7114,

BIPOLAR SUPPORT
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Waltonwood offers carefree senior living with
endless opportunities outside your door. With friendly’

¢ Spacious apartments

* Housekeeping & maintenance

* Delicious, home-cooked meals

» Activities and scheduled transportation
¢ Pet friendly community

* Personalized care services available

CARRIAGE PARK

Second and fourth Tuesday of
the month, 6-7:30 p.m.

Location: Lincoln Behavioral Services Cen-
ter, 14500 Sheldon, Suite 1608.in Plymouth.
Details: The Depression Bipolar Support
Alliance is a self-help group for people
suffering from depression and bipolar
disorders. Meetings are open also to family
members. All DBSA leaders are profession-
ally trained and attend two trainings for
every year to update their skills in leading
the group.

Contact: Call Nancy at (734) 536-3457 for
directions.

HOSPICE SUPPORT

—\Y
WALTONWGDD

Redefining Retirement Living®

Independent Living and Licensed Assisted Living
(734) 3350947
2000 N Canton Center Road

10-11:30 a.m.

Location: Compassionate Care Hospice,
5730 Lilley, Canton

Details: Compassionate Care Hospice con-
ducts a grief support group, “Compassion-
ate Words,” providing emotional support
0 any adult grieving the loss of a loved
one. The group focuses on the various
stages of grief, and incorporates basic jour-
nal writing as a way to express feelings.
The program is free of charge.

Contact: To register, contact Ann Chris-
tensen, Compassionate Care Hospice Be-
reavement Coordinator at (888) 983-9050,
or email achristensen@cchnet.net.

MOPS MEETINGS

Date/Time: First-third Fridays, 9:15-11:30

Location: St. Kenneth Catholic Church,
14951 Haggerty, Plymouth

Details: The St. Edith/St. Kenneth Catholic
Parishes’ Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
group invites all mothers-with children
aged newborn through kindergarten to
join. The group provides the encourage-
ment, nurturing, and support and features
a schedule of activities that include speak-
ers, crafts, and group discussions.
Contact: Heather at (734) 4379517 or
email stekmops@gmail.com, or visit www.
stekmops.org.

CHERrY HiLL

Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living and Memory Care

(734) 335-1459
42600 Cherry Hill

www.Waltonwood.com

éx@é
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YMCA

With an emphasis on
developing strong com-
munity partners, foster-
ing healthy lifestyles and
being accessible to every
child, the Plymouth Fam-
ily YMCA launched its
Strong Kids Campaign at
a community breakfast
Tuesday.

“Strong Kids is our
annual fundraising cam-
paign, but it is much
more than that,” said
Sage Hegdal, the YMCA
Director. “This kick-off
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launches ‘Strong Kids’ campaign

Ellie Russell, (Ieft), 7, and Katie Russell, 9, got up early to
attend the YMCA Strong Kids Campaign breakfast.

also gives us the opportu-  local YMCA. Results of planning, we also keep
nity to let the communi- this effort are essential in mind that we need to
ty know that the Yis very  to the Y, as the organiza- bring all kids along with
active with current youth  tion looks at how. they can * us, and that is where
and adult programs, but best serve the area. donations to Strong Kids
is also looking toward the “The survey was valu- come in.”
future as we develop new able in many ways,” said Donations to the Strong
programs to better serve  Hegdal. “We learned, Kids Campaign provide
the community.” for example, that devel- scholarships to young peo-
Last year, the Y con- oping programs to cre- ple whose families can-
ducted a survey within ate healthy lifestylesand  not afford YMCA pro-
the Plymouth, Cantonand  deal with the growing grams. For families who
Northville area to help youth obesity issue are cannot afford childcare or
determine what people areas we need to investi-  recreational programs in
are looking for from their gate. As we do this fture  the summer, for example,

Council offers hospice series

YMCA scholarships cover
the cost of summer camp
for those in financial cri-
sis. For many parents
these scholarships mean
peace of mind, knowing
that their child is in a safe
and engaging environ-
ment, Hegdal said.

Speakers at the break-
fast provided powerful
testimony to the benefits
of YMCA programs and
activities.

“I first got involved
with the Y in high
school,” said 19-year old
Ben Spreitzer, currently
a sophomore at Michigan
State University. “To be
honest, my mom thought
the YMCA Youth Volun-
teer Corp would keep me
busy in the summer and
give me something to
add to my college appli-
cations. Once I started

though, T kept going back
for more. I got so much
out of the volunteer expe-
rience, seeing how good
it felt to help others and
how much fun it was too.”
Spreitzer told those at the
breakfast that his time with
the Y isn't over. Last sum-
mer, he worked as a Pro-
gram Coordinator for the
Youth Volunteer Corp and
will do so again this year.
“We participate in pro-
grams like working in
community gardens and
helping at soup kitch-
ens. We even volunteered
at Bat Zone at the Cran-
brook Institute of Sci-
ence,” said Spreitzer.
Scott Russell knows the
value of the Y -both as a
kid and as a parent.
“My first experience
with the YMCA was 40
years ago when I was an

Adventure Guide with
my dad,” said Russell. “It
has come full circle now
that I am the dad and par-
ticipate in Adventure
Guides with my daugh-
ters Ellie and Katie. I have
seen firsthand what a pos-
itive impact YMCA pro-
grams can have. So I can
speak with confidence
when I 'say that giving to
the Strong Kids Campaign
means you are helping oth-
er families have a grow-
ing, positive family expe-
rience, like the one I had
with my father and I am
having with my girls now.”
To learn more about
Plymouth YMCA pro-
grams and the Strong
Kids Campaign take a
look at the website at
www.ymcadetroit.org/
plymouth or call (734)
453-2904.
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'SOCIAL SECURITY |
-

subject and has been
interviewed on various
television programs.
Both attomey Bleske
and Affonsi have also
been interviewed on
radlo programs and have
given speeches to many
groups..
Aftorneys Bieske and Alfons!
offer free phone or office con-
sultation. I they represent you,
there will be no fee charged
until after the case is won. The
i retroactive

The Plymouth Com- giver, noon, Thursday, medical care and decision Many people are
munity Council on Aging  March 21 — This talk making. The best time to ‘wrongly rejected when
Hospice of Michigan will walk you through the  plan and prepare is when they apply for Soclal
present a series of work-  caregiver kit that Hos- there is no emergency, no Security Disabllity ben-
shops designed to teach pice of Michigan has crisis, no scrambling. 'g:’- "‘s“"‘luy ""Sh""y:"
icij everything ped. This kit will “Except for Six,” noon, b ;g;’;;w”
they wanted to know offer caregivers practi- ‘Thursday, April 25— Hos- taxes to ensire that they
about hospi;(:e, but were cal suggestions, tooland  pice of" M:cfﬁa;]dlocé would recelve disability
afraid to ask. resources to assist them ‘umentary fil led, benefits if they could no
“Hospice101” is an with caregiving. “Except for Six” This fongor ekl timed Sty SIS TR R AR
informative presenta- “Have You Had the one-hour film takes a sub- Cl d;"l'.:“ D I s it e spplcaton siaga:
tion designed toanswer  Talk?” noon, Thurs- ject most of us would rath- for disabiity benefi. " And, if an appeal s necessary
questions such as what day, April 4 — This talk er ignore and humanizes k they have won several hundred
hospice is, what servic- will walk you through it. It is a reflection on the Attorneys J.B. Bleske and cases bef it date
es hospice provides, who  the Have You Had the time of a person’s life that J‘"“'l’e’ ‘“““5'"'""9 42 years Vi) set.
can receive hospice care,  Talk kit that Hospice everyone must eventual- ﬁ;:r’gm’s:mr;“:{;’:;ﬁ‘w Those denied can appeal on
where hospice servic- of Michigan has devel- ly deal with — the end of it. c““m'w they personally meat eI OWn but statistics for many.
es are provided and who  oped. This kit offer work- The workshops will be with all clients and appear years MEH“"‘“ ““’97 mvml;m
pays for hospice care. sheets, tools and resourc-  held at the Plymouth Cul- personally at all court hear- ks "":!:E“g;‘”“[‘ L
Classesintheseries  estoassistyoushould tural Center, 525 Farmer Ings. Mary large ims assign. | percentage of ppcels,
include: you ever needed to rely in Plymouth. ToRSVP, call ‘. A e it '; Your— gocial y
“Caring for the Care- on someone else for your  (734) 453-1234, ext. 236. el ) e wl: ‘amuch higher percentage
away and only fly the attorney ~ ¥°"
in the day of the court hearing. In addition to practicing only
Attorneys disabilty law

Nancy Conzelman
Township Clerk

Publish: March 10,2013

- To all residents and other interested
‘Township of Plymouth Board

Meeting dates in 2013: March 12 & 26, April 9, May 14 & 28, June 25, July 23, August 20,

. September 10 & 24, October 8 & 22, November 12 and December 10,

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

PUBLIC NOTICE

‘The public is invited and encouraged to attend the Board of Trustees Meetings.

Special meetings should be scheduled for Tuesdays, unless otherwise posted.

parties: Agendas and Minutés for the Charter:

of Trustees Meetings are available for review under
the Reference Desk Page of the Township Website: wyww.plymouthtwp.org , They are
also posted in the Clerk's Office at Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. Haggerty Road
Plymouth, Michigan for public perusal.

4

have vast experience before local
Michigan judges.

=

na
book for attorneys about the

benefits.

Bieske and Alfonsi fepresent
clients from all over the state of
Michigan. Their Livonia office

Is on Six Mile Road just west of
1-275. Their Novi office Is located
on Haggerty Road Just north of
12 Mile Road. Call them at
1-800-331-3530 for a free con-
‘sultation if you have been denled,
or if you are thinking of possibly
applying for Social Secury
benefits.

www.ssdfighter.com

£

Advertisement for Bids

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Charter Township of Plymouth, Michigan,
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) will accept sealed bids for the following Project:

ANN ARBOR ROAD CORRIDOR
2013 DDA IMPROVEMENTS
Details are described in the bid documents,
for the above Project shall be accepted no later than 3:00 PM Local Time, on Monday,

Bids fo

March 25, 2018, at the Office of the Clerk, Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. Haggerty Road,
Plymouth, Michigan 48170, at which time and place all bids will be publicly opened and
read.

General of Work: of DDA i including
stamped concrete, ornamental fencing with brick piers, landscape plantings, street trees,
an irrigation system, shredded hardwood mulch, topsoil, sod, and pavement and vegetation
removals.

General Description of Project Area: The DDA streetscape improvements will be installed

along Ann Arbor Road from just west of Sheldon Road to General Drive, in Plymouth
wnship.

Copies of the bid documents, consisting of a bid specification book and engineering plans,
are available only for pick-up (no mail delivery) starting on Monday, March 11, 2013, at the
Office of the Clerk, Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan
48170. A non-reimbursable check, in the amount of $50.00 and made payable to Spalding
DeDecker, Associates, Inc., must be deposited for each set of documents obtained.

PLEASE NOTE: Upon receiving a bid award, the contrictor shall furnish a performance
bond as security for the faithful of the C r's obli under the
contract. The performance bond must be in the Michigan Standard Form issued by an
approved surety company.

No bidder may withdraw his/her bid within sixty (60) days after the date st for the opening
ereof.

The Township reserves the right to accept any bid, to reject any and all bids in whole or in
part, and to waive any defect or irregularity in any bid if it is deemed in the Township's sole
discretion to be in the best interest of the Township. The Township does not diseriminate on
the basis of race, calor, national origin, sex, religion, age, or disability in employment or the
provision of services.

ANY INQUIRIES REGARDING THIS BID ARE TO BE FAXED NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM
ON MARCH 20, 2018, TO:

The Office of Clerk.
Attn: Ann Arbor Road Corridor 2013 DDA Improvements
(Fax) 734-454-1643

ALL BIDS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO:

Nancy Conzelman, Clerk
Charter Township of Plymouth
9955 N. Haggerty Road
Plymouth, MI 48170

Publish: March 10,2018 s~ 0.
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USED CAR SPECIAL!

2008 MERGURY
SABLE LS PREMIUM

Certified, leather, moonroof

Open Mon. & Thurs.
9am -9 pm
Tues., Wed. & Fri.
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Local Methodist church helps homeless get back on their feet

By Lonnie Huhman
Staff Writer

It may only be a week,
but it was an impor-
tant one for the guests of
Northville’s First Unit-
ed Methodist Church.
Around 50 individuals
who are currently home-
less sought shelter and
food with the local church
each day from Feb. 23 to
March 2 as part of Met-
ro Detroit’s Inter-Faith
Rotating Shelter.

This shelter semce has
been i d by

Cass Community Suclal

Services in Detroit since
"‘ ’ 1991, and First United

PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  Methodist Church has

Michael Finney (left), Bengamin Bowers (center) and others line up for dinner on Feb. 24 been part of it since it

at Northville's First United Methodist Church. The dinner, sponsored and hosted by the began 20 years ago. Each

church, and volunteers from Northville Kiwanis and Civic Concern, was for a group of year the church locat-

homeless people from Detroit's Cass Community Social Services. The group lived at the ed at Eight Mile and Taft
church through Feb. 28 and have been guests of Novi’s Holy Family Church earlierinthe  roads has been receiving
month. The church’s offer the group beds for the night, meals, eye care, a clothes closet, help from its members
and various social services to help them get back on their feet. and other local churches
in trying to make a differ-

ence in a lot of people’s
lives.

The co-coordinators of
the week for First United
are Deborah Southworth
and Kandi MacDonald.
In one form or anoth-
er, Southworth has been
with the program basi-
cally since the start. It's
become an annual com-
mitment for her and the
church, but it's one, like
the many other mission
works, they look forward
to doing.

Last Tuesday eve-
ning was evidence of
this. Even with a snow
and sleet storm making
things difficult on every-
one, dinner and shel-
ter were still provided at
First United.

“We are so fortunate to
have a wonderful congre-
gation and beautiful facil-
ity that is sort of made
for this,” Southworth
said. “We have every

AAA Travel Agency

SAVE%$750 &

$50 OFF EVERY $1,000 SPENT
ON YOUR NEXT VACATION

Now save extra when you book a qualified trip with
AAA Travel Agency and pay in full by 3/15/13.

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS, CONTACT AAA TRAVEL AGENCY.
Canton: 2017 N. Canton Center Road Phone: 734-844-0146

advantage and we are in
a perfect position to help,
e e e L e M S T S
" i i iy sl i i 5
AAALIVO1S. o aoves. el 1 750 1. I, paksoe o 16000 5 .t conpls e e plus people from being

pomo.
AT

Katherine Pinnel, 16, helps to cut the food of Tyrone
Hamilton on Feb. 22 at Northville's First United Methodist
Church as the church hosted a group of homeless people
from Detroit’s Cass Community Social Services. Hamilton,
blind from birth, was not with the group but was at the
church to play piano, sing and entertain the gathering.

out in the cold for a week, nia and Plymouth have
and make them feel safe  helped First United dur-
and warm and welcome ing the week. Novi's
then ... it's what our faith  Church of the Holy Fam-
leads us to do.” nly also hosts its own

From October to May,

Southworth said church- Sout.hwonh said the

es of all sizes and denom-  guests come from a vari-
inations ety of and
the metro area select a situations. Some of the
week to host this shelter previous guests have

for the homeless. After included police officers
being screened by CCSS and senior citizens. This
and agreeing to abide year she said a 19-year-
by the program’s rules, old man has been at the
the guests are bused to shelter.

Northville late in the “These are people who
afternoon for dinnerat6  are homeless, they are
p.m., with evening activ- not homeless people. We
ities to follow and then a don’t define them hy their
warm bed to sleep in. current situation,”

More than 100 volun- said. “They are just peo-
teers help during the ple and they have fallen
week with things like din-  on some hard times. We
ner, breakfast, activi- want to help them out, so
ties and night monitor- Lhey can get back on their
ing. The church puts for-
ward a small amount of As part of the overall
money to make the pro- program CCSS provides
gram work, but the many  counselors to the guests
donations make it possi- to help find more perma-
ble. From clothing and nent housing and assist
food to haircuts, church with health care, job
and community members  training and ser-
come through, according  vice benefits to help them
to Southworth. become self-sufficient.

Northville's Civic Con-
cern and other church- Ihuhman@hometownlife.com

es from Northville, Livo-

(248) 437-2011, ext. 255

Buﬂ"et Includes

Banquet and Catering

Carvmg Station with Roasted Sirloin 5
* Honey Glazed Ham, Oven Roasted Turkey & Herb Chicken
Macaroni and Cheese & Mostaccioli Marinara
Fresh Fruit Display , Green Bean Casserole & California Vegetable Med
Cheesy Potatoes & Red Skin Mashed Potatoes with Turkey Gravy
Strawberry Walnut Salad & Anti Pasta Salad with Fresh Baked Rq
Full Service Omelet & Waffle Station for 11am & 1pm S, atmg ;
Chicken Fingers & Tater Tots for Kids
Assorted Desserts, Pies & Cakes

Priccs: :
Adults

niorste 16.
‘0 eAUnd
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Please Make Your Reservation Today

PBUAE-333F

35780 Five Mile Road # Livonia, MI 48154
www.oneunderbar.com
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Need for open government
has never been greater

By Charles Hill

Guest Columnist

t's your goyernment.
And it’s your money
that’s paying for it.
You deserve to know
how that money is being

spent and whether waste, .

fraud, corruption, con-
flicts of interest or just
bad decision-making is
getting in the way of the
results you expect for
your money.

Customers every day
demand accountabili-
ty from the people who
remodel their houses,
serve them food, fix their
cars, or sellthema TV ora
computer. People demand
their money’s wonh, espe-
cially when money is as
tight as it is today.

Citizens should demand
the same accountabili-
ty — and more — of their
government.

Are children being edu-
cated in a way that helps
them succeed in life for
their own good and the
good of their fellow cit-
izens? Are the accused
treated fairly by police
and judges? Are people
getting the publ.\c safety
and other services they”
should be? Are contracts
being awarded to those *
best equipped to provide
a good service at a rea-
sonable price or to a com-
pany that costs too much
and delivers too little but
was chosen for improp-
er reasons? Are people
who truly need help get-

ting that creating educational pro-
help? grams and information to
J Jour- help guide citizens inter-
% | nalists ested in open government.
work hard And, importantly, the
‘ to find coalition also can help get
answers funding for lawsuits by cit-
4 those izens and the media who
Charles Hill questions  are fighting for more pub-
T~ andmany lic access and against vio-
‘more. So do parents. Sodo  lations of the state Free-
people who use and pay dom of Information Act
for government services.  and the Open Meeting Act.
Some good public ser- The coalition will review
vants provide that infor- requests for help, and can
mation readily. But often  nominate them for funding
the search for answersis  from the National Free-
an uphill battle because dom of Information Coali-
other government offi- tion, which has $2 million
cials prefer to operate to help pay for open access
in private so they can do lawsuits.
‘what they want without How is Michigan doing
as much oversight, some-  when it comes to public
time because they have access to information?
something to hide, some- Think of how hard news-
times because they think  papers and broadcasters
it's more efficient or easi-  had to fight in recent years
er to operate in secret. for information about
the misdeeds of former
MICOG launched Detroit Mayor Kwame Kil-
Now, journalists and cit-  patrick and later of some
izens have a new ally in ‘Wayne County officials.
their fight for open gov- Think about how little is
ernment, the Michigan known about who finances
Coalition for Open Gov- some political campaigns.
ernment. MiCOG is being
launched officially this Michigan’s failing
week during Sunshine grade
Week, which is observed
each year to promote One measure of how
open government and Michigan is doing is the
freedom of information. failing grade of F Mich-
The mission of MiCOG igan received in a State
is to promote and pro- Integrity Investigation
tect and P: i i
inthe gov-  org/) done last year by the
ernments at the local, Center for Public Integ-
state and federal levels. rity, Global Integrity and
Its efforts will include Public Radio International.

Michigan's overall rank-
ing was 44th of 50 states
(httpy/Avww.stateintegrity.
org/michigan). Individu-
al category scores includ-
ed grades of F for each of
these: executive account-
ability, judicial account-
ability, state civil service
management, state pen-
sion fund management,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Gov.:

Please stop trying to
help a city that does not
want your help. Detroit
has said they do not want
you to interfere with the
way they run the city.
Please inform them that
this was your last offer
and they are now on their
own.

You have got to stop
and let them fail because
they have never wanted
anything from the state

state insurance commis- of Michigan but money.
sions, political financing, Do not give them any
legislative accountability, more money. They say
lobbying disclosure, eth- i A
ics enforcement agencies, |’/ 1avé @ plan. Le
and redistricting, Other them figure this out for
scores were a D for pub- themselves. If they can't
lic access toinformation,  fix the problems then let
an A for internal auditing,  them ask for help. Any
and B- grades for both monetary help must but
5"’59 hudgetpm(t:esses be tied to an emergency
mmﬂm;:e;f:%é better, financial manager.
and you can help by join- We have repeatedly
ing MiCOG. The nonprof-  saved this city from itself.
it group is open to citi- Look at Cobo Hall. That
zens, journalists, associa-  was their jewel that they
tions and other organiza-  said they would never let
tions concel:'lec(ljvfnmdnpen anyone have. As a group,
E?ml;':::]:nn D:;i;’;: the counties have turned
MiCOG and how ta join this awful eyesore and
are available at httpy/ money pit into a thing
WWW.miopengov.org. of beau(y and saved the
—it’s your Auto Show
government and your i
money hatispavingfori. ¢ £01 000 Ly
You deserve to know what p .
your government is doing Detrpxt ever give anyone
and you can be a part of credit for what has hap=
‘making that possible. pened

Charles Hill is the former
Michigan Associated Press
Chief of Bureau and sits on
the board of the Michigan
Coalition for Open Govern-
ment.

We collectively tried to
help and save their latest
gem, Belle Isle. But they
have refused any help and
they claim we are being
racist. Isn't that what they.

said about Cobo?

If you insist on saving
this city it must done
immediately before it
becomes total chaos.
Otherwise, please just
walk away. “We" have
had enough. | know that
Detroit is supposed to be
the Motor City but when
was the [ast time a car
was made in the city?
Try devoting your time to
other cities that need or
want help and will not
vilify you for trying.

Stop trying to fix a city
that does not want to be
fixed.

Donna Matsen
Farmington Hills
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Students tell lawmakers about Schoolcraft’s benefits

By Ken Abramazyk
Statf Writer

Lilly Franklin of Can-
ton believes her culinary
training at Schoolcraft
College in Livonia would
be further enhanced with
a four-year baccalaureate
degree from the college.

The college will go
beyond the second-year
training and expand into
more advanced training
beyond the traditional a
la carte, international cui-
sine and pastry chef IT
classes, the second-year
student said.

“With a four-year pro-
gram, we could have a
wide range of classes that

before the Joint Senate & House

Lisa Pisaneschi of Westland, a second-year nursing student at Schoolcraf, testfes Fiday

could be offered to help

with the business endof  and cafe. Joint Senate & House
culinary arts,” Frank- Franklin and Lisa Pisan-  Appropriations Subcom-
lin said. It could help eschi, a second-year nurs- mittee on Communi-

her pursue her dream of ing student from West- ty Colleges on Friday at
opening her own bakery land, testified before the the VisTaTech Center at

BARNETT

=== ROOFING AND SIDING INC.
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Barnett Roofing & Siding, Inc. is a family-owned company that has been
serving the Wayne County, Oakland County, and Downriver communities for
over 50 years. Whatever your needs, our staff will work with you to develop a
proposal that will enhance and protect your home or business while meeting
your budget. And our certified installers will finish your project in a timely
and professional manner, giving you peace of mind about your investment.

41700 Michigan Ave. ¢ Canton, MI 48188
734-397-8122) e
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Colleges.

Schoolcraft College. The
students talked about the

Schoolcraft College President Conway Jeffress is pleased
with the 2-percent increase for community colleges Gov.
Rick Snyder has proposed for his 2014 budget.

comed the committee and
talked about the proposed
budget. “While every-
one wants it to be more,
I'm not going to say that,”
Jeffress said. “Two per-
centisa good number as

benefits
education after the law-
makers received a tour
of the culinary arts and
nursing instructional
facilities.

Pisaneschi said stu-
dents have a great chance
of passing the state board
exam in nursing because
“instructors are so pre-
cise” at Schoolcraft.
“When you walk into a
classroom at a clinical
site, you have the bar set
high,” Pisaneschi said.
Pisaneschi said she was
drawn to Schoolcraft
because people she knew
told her it was the college
to attend to best prepare
for the state exam.

The hearing was con-
ducted by state lawmak-
ers who will be studying
Gov. Rick Snyder’s pro-
posed 2014 budget. Sny-
der proposed a 2-percent
increase for community
colleges.

Schoolcraft President

" Conway Jeffress wel-

far as we're
We can live with that.”

Jeffress said he was
worried about two
potential financial hits
to colleges: paying more
for employee pensions
and the Affordable Care
Act. A liability of $100
million from pension
costs will impact a col-
lege's operational bud-
get in terms of interest
expenses. “A chance of
getting a break on inter-
est for borrowing is
zero,” Jeffress said.

If the Affordable Care
Act went into effect,
costs to Schoolcraft
will increase $3 mil-
lion. “These costs will be
passed onto the students
and the public,” Jeffress
said.

Jeffress encouraged
lawmakers not to put
restrictions on the col-
leges.

State Sen. Glenn Ander-
son, D-Westland, said the
students who appeared

were excellent examples
of the role community
colleges play and “where
they fit as institutions

in this state.” Anderson
served on the commit-
tee. The meeting was also
attended by Sen. Patrick
Colbert, R-Canton. State
Rep. John Walsh, R-Livo-
nia, was unable to attend
due to a prior commit-
ment.

Jeffress said the col-
lege was about 18 months
away from developmg
a four-year program in
culinary arts. Instructors
were working on it now,
he said.

Other college officials
attended. Curtis Ivery,
chancellor of Wayne
County Community Col-
lege, told the commit-
tee that the college could
serve the contmunity
better if the school had
more resources. WCCC
officials said they were
working on new pro-
grams and initiatives to
better serve students and
enter them into the work-
force.

kabramcz@hometownlife.com
(3132222591
Twitter: @KenAbramcz

Check us out on the Web every day
at hometownlife.com
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CLASS D GIRLS HOOPS

Eagles rally,
win regional

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Another halftime deficit, another victory
for Plymouth Christian Academ!

Thursday night’s second-half rally lift-
ed the Eagles to a 41-35 victory over Allen
Park Inter-City Baptist in the Class D
regional girls basketball championship
game played at Huron Valley Lutheran.

PCA (18-6) moves on to the state quarter-
final, set for 7 p.m. Tuesday at Battle Creek
Central, against defending Class D finalist
Athens (21-3).

Eagles head coach Carol Gerulis said the
team trailed 21-15 at halftime, but came
out determined to overcome the Chargers’
tough-to-break zone defense.

“We went into the locker room and I said,
‘Hey guys, six points to us is nothing. The
last two games we've been down 10, 11 or
12,"” Gerulis said. “T mld them to just go out
and play their game.”

Turning it up

The Eagles went to a full-court press and
forced Inter-City Baptist into turnovers and
foul trouble.

“We missed a lot of shots (in the first
half), so we full-court pressed them in the
second half,” Gerulis said. “I didn’t want to
do it early because I didn't want to get my
kids in foul trouble in the first half. T only
rotate six kids. We got them to turn the ball
over, we got some steals.”

PCA outscored the Chargers 15-4 in the
third quarter to take a 30-25 led into the
fourth. All but three of those points came
on free throws, with the only field goal a
trey by Jenna Abraham.

“We held the ball a ot in the fourth quar-
ter, trying to pull them out of their zone,”
Gerulis said. “We just kept the ball up top
and moved it to try and get them to go to
man (defense) so we could play a little more
freely But the never came out, they stayed
in their zone.”

Still, the Eagles kept the lead by taklng
time off the clock with each possession.

“They were forced to foul us,” Gerulis

i Karen ‘Windle led PCA with 14 points and
contributed eight steals. Every other play-
er chipped in. Helpmg the cause were Emi-
ly Gerulis (nine points, five rebounds, two
assists), Jenny Malcolm (four points, six
rebounds), Rachel Smith (six points), Mar-

Please see EAGLES, B2

Loss doesn’t spoil
‘Cats’ special year

V|
PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
During one of Friday’s typical scrambles, Canton’s Greg Williams (No. 22) and Plymouth’s Deji
Adebiyi (No. 5) battle for the basketball.

Chiefs grind way to title

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

For a while during Friday night’s Class A
boys basketball district final at Northville
High School, Canton seniors Scott Gring and
Matt McKoy must have thought they were
in the middle of a football game.

Gring, in particular, went hard into traf-
fic for two offensive rebounds that extend-
ed a possession midway through the sec-
ond quarter with Canton hanging on to four-
point lead against Plymouth.

Thanks to Gring’s hustle, the Chiefs went
up 10-4 moments later when Ryan Planey
knocked down a jumper from the left cor-

ner. 2

‘That blue-collar work went a long way
toward Canton’s 47-32 victory over the Wild-
cats to win the district title for the first time
in six seasons.

Canton (17-6) will now face Ypsilanti at 5
p.m. Monday in a Class A regional opener at
Ann Arbor Huron.

“The past couple games, I haven’t been
shooting very well,” said Gring, who had
eight rebounds. “So I just wanted to go out
and attack the boards, that would be the

Canton’s Ryan Planey (No. 21) is all smiles while
celebrating with teammates following the dis-
trict title win over Plymouth. Also pictured are
Shaine Keyandwy (No. 5), Jordan Nobles and
Adnan Bayz (No. 11).

best way to get a put-back or an offensive
rebound. That's my game. I do the dirty
work.”

So does McKoy, also Gring's teammate on
the varsity football team.

Please see TITLE, B3

GYMNASTICS STATE FINAL

Chiefs come in
second yet again

By Tim Smith finished 11th with a
Staff Writer total of 136.600 points.
By Tim Smith “They’re bigger, they’re faster, they're “It went the way I
Observer Staff Writer Jjust a highly skilled team,” said Plym- Canton’s march expected it to go," Can-
i outh head coach Gerry Vento following toward a rematch with ton head coach John
Winning Wednesday's Division 1 boys  the quarterfinal played in the legend- Grand Ledge on the Cunningham said. “We

hockey quarterfinal and qualifying for
the Final Four would have made the trip.

ary barn on the University of Michigan
campus. “CC’s a different animal but

state’s biggest stage in
Division 1 gymnastics

had some exceptional
performances. We still

to Ann Arbor’s Yost Arena particularly:  our guys had a great experience at it, T has been loud and pro- took first and second
sweet for the Plymouth Wildcats and a thought we did well.” nounced all season. place on beam. Melissa
large contingent of their fans. But the Chiefs could (Green) won beam and
But the Wildcats, despite an early Making history not quite make that final Maddie (Toal) was sec-
lead, were unable to match the tourney- Senior forward and team captain step, falling 149.350- ond.”
seasoned Shamrocks of Novi-Detroit Mitch Claggett stressed what a “great 145.750 at Friday’s D1 Green and Toal reg-
Catholic Central — ultimately falling 5-  experience” the game was, for the Wild- team finals at Plymouth  istered scores of 9.525
1 cats and the fans who turned out in full High School. It marked . and 9.475, respectively.
Catholic Central (21-7) now will face force. the second year in a row Cunningham point-
East Kentwood (15-12-2) on Friday at “We made school history tonight,” that Canton finished ed out some statistics
Compuware Arena in Plymouth, need- Claggett said. “We got the opportuni- second to Grand Ledge.  underscoring just how
ing just one more victory to play for the  ty to come out and play in front of a lot Placing fifthoutof 13  tough Grand Ledge is.

D1 title Saturday evening. (Both games
are set for 6 p.m. starts.)

Please see SPECIAL, B3

teams with 139.875 was
Plymouth, while Salem

Please see CHIEFS, B3

MU softball
spring report
After Friday’s triple-
header in the Tucson
(Ariz.) Invitational
Games, the Madonna
University softball team
stands 7-9 overall.

The Crusaders lost
4-3 in eight innings
to Dickinson State
(5.0.), while defeating
Ashford (Ky.), 8-4 and
Valley City (Calif.) State,
4-3.

Other wins last week
came against William
Penn (lowa), 3-1; Viter-
bo (Wis.), 7-3; Calumet
St. Joseph (Ind.), 2-1;
and Robert Morris (IIL.),

Meanwhile, losses
have come against
Northwestern (lowa)
College, 5-3; No. 12-
ranked Olivet Nazarene
(llL.), 2-1 and 6-3; Hope
International (Calif.),
6-2; University of Great
Falls (Mont.), 5-2.

Top hitters for the
Crusaders include Kris-
ten Drabek (.349) and
Jackie Barley (.343).

Carlee Meek has a
team-high nine RBI.

Pitchers Angela
Pavilanis and Bree
Crampton are both 3-4
with earned-run aver-
ages of 2.11 and 4.72,
respectively.

MU baseball

Florida wrap

The Madonna Uni-
versity baseball team
stands 10-5 overall
after taking a much-
needed day off Friday
from the RussMatt
Central Florida Invita- |
tional.

on Thuvsday. MU
swept Olivet Nazarene
(IIl), 9-3 and 6-3, after
falling Wednesday to
Bethel (Ind.) University,
4-0.

On Tuesday, MU
swept 19th-ranked
University of St. Francis
(IlL), 6-2 and 13-3.

On Monday, Ma-
donna split with Point
Park (Pa.), 3-2 and 15,
while beating Trinity.
International (lll.), 13-1
and losing to Hannibal-
LaGrange (Mo.), 5-2,
March 2.

Brad Lineberry
(Plymouth) leads MU
in hitting with a .452
average including six
extra-base hits, while
Spencer Sarel has a
team-high 13 RBI and
a.364 mark. Freshman
Jeff Beckles is also bat-
ting .417 (10-for-24).

Pens bounced

The Plymouth-Can-
ton-Salem Penguins
girls hockey team lost
4-3 to Walled Lake
Thursday night in
the Division 2 semifi-
nals of the Michigan
Metro Girls High School
Hockey League.

*Variable rate of 2 S0%
Communiy Fiancia

Equity Loans
Made Easier

2.50%
Rates as low as APR*

&

‘\'/\\ CoMMUNITY
FINANCIAL
right here right for you

www.cfcu.org
(877) 937-2328
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The victory puts Ladywood,

Blazers' duo keys regional title win
' 5

Observer Staff Writer

Livonia Ladywood's
senior backcourt duo of
Andie Anastos and Shel-
by Walsh can only be
described as “Peas and
Carrots.”

The two meshed won-
derfully Thursday night
bringing home the Blaz-
ers’ first girls basketball
regional championship
since 1992 with a 48-34
victory over visiting Flat
Rock.

The victory puts Lady-
wood, now 17-7 over-
all, into a Class B quar-
terfinal matchup against
defending state champi-
on Goodrich, 22-3 overall,
beginning at 7 p.m. Tues-
day at Lake Fenton.

Walsh and Anastos
proved to be a one-two
scoring punch once again
combining for 36 of the
Blazers’ 48 points against
the 22-2 Rams.

Ladywood made a total
of 10 three-pointers on
the night, including six
from Walsh (to account
for all 18 of her points),
two more from Anastos
and one each from Sara
Even and Andria Gietl.

“We've been best
friends for the past four
years here in high school,
soI think we just know
how to play together,”
said Anastos, who also
finished with a game-high
18. “I've known her like
since seventh and eighth

grade when we played
together. We just play
well together. She’s one
of my best friends and T
just love here. That’s like
anormal game for her. I
expect her to score that
many ‘threes.”

‘Walsh had a pair of
‘threes’ in the opening
quarter as the Blazers led
15-14.

Ladywood then out-
scored Flat Rock 124 in
the second period to take

'MONROE EVENING NEWS
Ladywood seniors (fronleft) Kiley Gorski, Andie Anastos and Shelby Walsh are all smiles

following Thursday’s 48-34 Class B regional girls basketball championship win over Flat
Rock. It was Blazers' first regional title since 1992.

Ladywood's Andie Anastos (left) tries to take Flat Rock’s Paige Villemure off the dribble
during Thursday’s Class B girls basketball regional final.

MONROE EVENING NEWS.

now 17-7 overall, into a Class B
quarterfinal matchup against
defending state champion
Goodrich, 22-3 overall, beginning
at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Lake Fenton.

control thanks to 15 first-
half points from Anastos.

Walsh then went en
fuego, connecting on
three more triples dur-
ing the third quarter, as
Ladywood put it away
with an 18-10 scoring
spurt to make it 17-point
advantage, 45-28.

“Amanda and I have
been playing all the way
back-and-forth in high
school and in AAU togeth-
er,” Walsh said. “So, we
just know each other. I
think I hit six once ina
preseason game before
the Catholic League.”

Flat Rock got 11 points
from 6-1 sophomore
Paige Villemure and eight
from Haley Boyer.

“It's tough because
they’re such good ball-
handlers, to try and pres-
sure them ... it's a differ-
ent style with no post,”
Flat Rock coach Mark
Villemure said of the
Blazers. “It was a little
difficult for us to match
up. We were just hop-
ing to keep her (Anas-
tos) in front of us and
hope we get some miss-
es and leak out in transi-
tion. It seemed like when
we got a miss, we didn't
execute properly and we
had a couple of turnovers
that cost us. You can’t do
that at this stage of the
game. When you're in the

wood coach Anthony
Coratti said. “The only
thing worrying me this
game was me saying
something to screw them
up because our seniors
had our kids so men-
tally prepared and we
just competed on a very
high level on the defen-
sive end, and got us some
good looks offensive-

ly. It was awesome, but
100 percent of the credit
goes to our seniors.

“It's been too long of
a time. We've had some
great teams roll through
here and it’s a huge point
of pride for our kids.
They wanted this region-
al championship.”

The Rams committed
15 turnovers and shot
only 14-0f-46 from the
floor (30.4 percent).

“Going in, we always
say, ‘It’s just about us,"
that truly is,” Anas-
tos said. “We play good
defense and know how
to stop a team. We play
really good teams, so
we knew it all start-
ed with our defense and
our offense just comes
tous.”

The victory was par-
ticularly sweet because
Ladywood did it in its
home gym.

“We just like to do it for
our school and it brings
so much school spirit, I

regional final you've got  have no words,” Walsh

to be clean.” said. “We had it written
Meanwhile, the Blaz- up on the board - 1992

ers broke through the and 2013 - to win that

reginnal barrier after after 21 years. So tlmt

winning 14 of their past was our motivation.”

15 dlsmct tltles

group of seniors,” Lady- (313) 222-6851
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tha Mullett (three points)
and Abraham (five
points).

For the Chargers,
Rachel Muscat and Alys-
sa Saene tallied 13 and
11 points, respectively.
Makayla Thoune scored
nine.

Fired up

According to Geru-
lis, a big assist for the
win went to idled junior
Rachael Fuller, who is out
for the rest of the season
after arm surgery.

“I'm just so proud of my
kids, they never got down
on themselves when
we got down in the first
half,” Gerulis said. “They
were totally motivated at
halftime. Rachael Fuller
was awesome in the lock-
er room. She’s not even
going to play, because of
having that blood clot and
surgery.

basketball with the win
and have now posted the

“She just gave them a
great halftime pump-up
speech and they went out
on the floor and took care
of the game for her. It
was really awesome.”

The Eagles won the
school’s first region-
al championship in gxrls

most victories in a season
during Gerulis’ elght sea-
sons as the team’s coach.
Gerulis added that it
was great for the team
to win the title for Win-
dle and Abraham — both
were on the team as
freshmen when PCA lost
to Adrian Lenawee Chris-
tian in a regional final.
“We lost in overtime by
abucket,” Gerulis said.
“So those two kids want-
ed to get back there and
win themselves a region-
al championship. They
really fired this whole
group up.”

Plymouth Christian Academy’s varsity girls basketball team celebrates after winning the Class D regional championship

Thursday at Huron Valley Lutheran. In the back row (from left) are junior varsity coach Rod Windle, Danielle Witkowski,

tsmith@hometownlife.com

(734) 469-4128 Fuller, Martha Mullett, Jenna Abraham and Karen Windle.

Raina Postma, Rachel Smith, Jenny Malcolm and varsity head coach

Carol Gerlis. In the front row (from left) are Rachael
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“That's exactly what
(football) coach (Tim)
Baechler taught me play-
ing football, just being_
tough,” McKoy said. g
just bring that over to
basketball and do the
exact same thing.”

Mixing it up

They aren’t the only
Canton basketball players
who mix in a little foot-
ball mindset out on the
floor.

Sophomore point guard
Greg Williams, who
scored eight points and
tallied six assists Friday,
is the Chiefs' quarter-
back, for example.

Williams also had
another tough assign-
ment, one he carried out
almost to perfection. He
had to shadow Plymouth
senior guard Josh Priebe,
and held him to just two
points in the first half
when Canton rdlled out to
a 104 halftime edge.

Priebe wound up with
12 points to lead the Wild-
cats, with most of those
coming after the Chiefs
had a double-digit lead.

“Plymouth’s been play-
ing really well,” Canton
head coach Jimmy Reddy
said. “They switched to
a2-3 zone late this year,
and it’s been solid and it
affected us early.

“But we guarded. We
defended our tails off
tonight, We rebound-
ed well. That's essential-
ly why we won. Greg Wil-
liams did a heck of a job
on Priebe.”

Out of sorts
Plymouth (11-12), com-

ing off victories over
Northville and Novi-
Detroit Catholic Central,
could not get untracked
partly because of such
defensive coverage.

“We were out of sorts
with our offense. We
were doing too much,
pressing and forcing,”
Plymouth head coach
Mike Soukup said. “Inr
abig game we need-
ed to execute and we
Jjust didn't get that done
tonight. It is what it is. T
couldn’t be more proud of
this group of young men.”

With 4:30 to go in the
third quarter, the Chiefs
were up 19-5, following a
basket by Williams.

The Wildcats then
sliced that deficit to 22-
15 with 1:15 remain-
ing on the second trey in
two minutes by senior
guard Jake Divens (sev-
en points).

Plymouth’s Josh Reyn-
olds (five points) came
up with a defensive
rebound, giving the Wild-
cats a chance to get even
closer. But after losing
the ball out of bounds,
Planey (13 points) sank
atrey from the left cor-
ner, opening up a 25-15
advantage going into the
fourth.

The closest Plymouth
got in the fourth was*
eight, as the Wildcats had
no choice but to put Can-
ton players on the foul
line.

“We won our first dis-
trict games ever in the
history of our program,”
Soukup said. “The kids
didn’t quit, heck they
could have packed it in
there in the middle of the
third quarter.

“But they kept fighting
until the bitter end, and

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, March 10, 2013 cP

Northville.

that's what we've been all
about. We're not the most
talented group in the
world, but we'll battle you
for 32.

Plymouth was ham-
pered by poor shooting all
night, however. The Wild-
cats made just 28 percent
of their field-goal tries
(11-0f-39) and sank just
6-0f-19 from the charity
stripe.

Trifecta

For Canton, 6-8 forward
Jordan Nobles tallied
12 points and six boards
before leaving late in
the game after getting
an elbow above the eye,
opening up a gash.

Senior point guard
Josh Mayberry chipped
in with five points, five
rebounds and three
assists.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Plymouth's Jake Divens (No. 4) tries to get past Canton's Josh Mayberry (No. 2) during Friday’s Class A district final at

Reddy, in his fourth
season as Canton’s head
coach, said winning the
district following the
KLAA South Division and
Kensington Conference
championships “means a
lot” to the program.

“Division, conference and
now district, that's a heck of
aseasonand it hasn't been
done here at Canton since.
2007," Reddy said. ‘“T'm

really proud of the kids.
You don't do it without good
players or a good coaching
stafflike T have.”

And as far as McKoy is
concerned, that season at
least eontinues into this
week: "It feels great just
to make it another week
to play basketball.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128.

CHIEFS

Continued from page 81

Although Erica Lucas
scored an impressive
9.450 on vault, it was only
good for fourth place
behind a trio of Grand
Ledge gymnasts. Winning
that event was Sara Peli-
ter, with 9.600.
Other strong efforts
were turned in by Joce-
lyn Moraw (9.550), Green
(9.475) and Nicole Lasecki
(9.000) on floor exercise.
Moraw also finished
with 9.0 scores on bars
and beam despite havmg
her left thigh N = ¥
after falling during one of PHOTOS BY JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO
her events. The c;mon g|r|s gymnastics team finished second at Friday’s Division 1 team finals at
“We had to hit and we Plymouth,
just had a good meet
instead of a great meet,”  Plymouth head coach McCurry, who rooted er, who noted that the
Cunningham said. “Thate  Pam Yockey said, with their teammates on. Rocks “had a few rough
to complain about coming  one round left in the “It’s really different spots, but for the most
in second in the state. But  meet. “This is the first than anything else I've part we're doing good.
we had a shot at them.” time Plymouth has ever ever experienced with Today is more about fun,
Plymouth’s top showings  gone to a state meet. gymnastics butit'sreally  it's about team spirit and
were on floor, with Jane And so it's a big first for exciting too,” Auer said. team unity.”
McCurry’s 9.200 leading everything. The girls are Concurring was Megan Soper tallied 9.125
the way. Sarah Uhlianand  wonderful.” McCurry, Jane's young- scores on vault and floor.  Plymouth gymnasts root a teammate on during Friday’;s
Brenna Connelly tallied Yockey said the team er sister. Also crossing the 9.0 Division 1 team finals. The Wildcats finished fifth.
9.150 and 9.075. “worked so hard for this, “I'm really proud of threshold for Salem were
hman Rebeca Simu  and it's suchanew thing the team, we've really Andrea Merlotti (9.075 ta (140.675), Plymouth, bright future.
finished with 9.025 on floor ~ for the school, once they worked so hard to accom- * on vault) and Brittany Forest Hills (139.575) and “We're going to be bet-
and 8900 on balance beam.  get used to being here may-  plish getting to states,” Ramirez (9.025 on vault).  Livonia Red (138.575). ter next year,” Cunning-
be we'll get here again.” Megan said. “We all cheer In third behind Grand Despite the Chiefs not ham said. “Their aren’t
First impressions That would be fine on our team so well.” Ledge and Canton was getting the final cur- many teams in our divi-
would be happy if we  with Plymouth freshmen One of Salem’s top per- Farmington (141.45), fol-  tain call they envisioned, sion at our level that can
finished in the top 10,” Rachel Auer and Megan formers was Morgan Sop-  lowed by Rockford/Spar-  Cunningham still sees a say that.”
SPEC‘ AL ting 22 wins. the next thing you're pull-  CC get going by being upped the CC edge to 3-1 great,” Vento said. “As
“It all started with great ing it out of your net,” CC  whistled for a slashing * when he scored at 15:17. a sophomore, playing in
Continued from page B1 leadership from our cap-  head coach Todd Johnson  penalty with just 20 sec- The winger cutin from  an environment like this,
tain (Claggett) and the said. “I credit Plymouth’s  onds to play in the open- the right boards into the 1 couldn't say I could
rest of our seniors, We forecheck, their struc- ing frame. slot, maneuvered in front ~ blame him on any goal.”
of fans. We played CC for  made a little bit of histo~ ture. We had to adjust to That cost the Wild- of Plymouth defense- CC’s win was tempered
the first time, we gave it ry for Plymou(h and I'm it and get used to it. We cats when Shamrocks’ men and sent a drive over  somewhat by a dislocat-
our all and every kid in thmkmg it's going tocon-  don't see it very often in senior forward and cap- Maddock’s blocker. On ed left kneecap sustained
there is holding (his) head  tinue.” our league.” tain Michael Babcock both of Babcock's goals, by junior defenseman
high knowing we gave it ‘The Plymouth cheer- Catholic Central, how- jammed a rebound past senior linemate Charlie Austin Linville following
our all and had a great ing section got downright  ever, needed just 1:13 to Maddock at 53 seconds of ~ Green and junior defen- an altercation behind the
run. raucous just 5:45 intothe  respond. the second. seman Carson Gatt drew  Shamrocks’ goal with just
“It’s unfortunate how game, when sophomore Following a face-off in assists. over five minutes left.

it turned out, but some-
times things don’t go your
way. They didn’t go our
way tonight but we still
had a heck of a season.”

Plymouth (22-6-3, No. 6
in D1) was the first boys
hockey team from Plym-
outh-Canton Education-
al Park to win a state
regional and thus com-
pete in the quarters.

No matter what hap-
pened on the ice, that fact
was something Vento
pointed to with pride.

“It was a fantastic

' Vento said. "I
couldn‘l be prouder of
the guys for what they
accomplished bringing
the first (regional cham-
pionship) to the Park, get-

forward Michael Scarpel-
lo scured to put the Wild-
cats up

AcCC player made an
errant clearing pass that
Plymouth junior forward
Corey Smith intercepted
near the blue line.

Smith slid a pass into
the low slot for Scarpel~
1o, who while twisting
into the ice like a cork-
screw lifted the puck
over the trapper of Sham-
rocks' senior goalie Der-
ek Moore.

“We put the puck up the
boards, we had a young
winger that moved the
puck to the middle of the
ice assuming he had a
guy open and he didn't
hit him tape-to-tape, and

Plymouth’s zone, junior
forward Domenic Man-
cinelli snapped a feed
from senior forward
Evan Kearns past Wild-
cats' sophomore netmind-
er Jared Maddock.

“When you score a goal
you like to hold on to the
lead for a while,” Vento
said. “But we knew they
were going to come and
we knew going in one
goal was not going to win
it or lose it.”

Johnson called the
quick equalizer a big
moment in the contest,
largely because it helped
the Shamrocks settle
down as they moved into
the second tied at 1-1.

Plymouth also helped

Mix and match

The Wildcats had other
penalties to kill off in the
middle stanza.Only-some
stellar goalkeeping by
Maddock, who stopped 28
of 33 shots in the game,
kept it close until later in
the period.

“You don’t get your
lines out, you're mixing
and jumbling guys trying
to kill it off, and you can't

to hopefully tread water
and it's hard to gener-
ate any offense, that's for
sure
Babcock — whose dad,
Detroit Red Wings head
coach Mike Babcock, was
in attendance — finally

“Obviously, us tying the
game early right after we
fell behind was critical,”
Johnson noted. “So now
we're back tied, every-
body relaxed and com-
ing out in the second peri-
od Babs scores two big
goals.

“He's a very deserving
player, a hard-working
guy. Way more skill than
peaple give him cred-
it for.”

In the third, CC kept
pressuring the Wild-
cats and tacked on goals
by senior forward Dan-
ny Middleton (at 7:20)
and junior winger Wade
Orlowski (on a screen
shot at 15:39).

“] thought Jared played

Johnson said it didn't
appear surgery would be
required, but ruled Lin-
ville out for the rest of
the state playoffs.

For the Shamrocks, that
boils down to one or two
games at Compuware.

“It's what makes the
tournament great,” John-
son stressed. “You can't
have any emotional lulls.
We'll obviously be real
high the rest of the night,
and real excited, and
tomorrow will be a down
day and kind of regroup.
art preparing for
Friday. It's easy on Sat-
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It's not often that the
Windsor Spitfires do
a favor for their arch-
rivals, the Plymouth
Whalers.

But that's what hap-
pened on Thursday when
the Spitfires defeated the
Sault Ste. Marie Grey-
hounds, 7-4.

The Hounds' loss to
Windsor mathematically
eliminated the Soo from
winning the OHL West
Division and gave the
Whalers their 12th divi-
sion championship in the
team’s 23-year history
(and first since 2006-07).

The Whalers didn’t
back into the West Divi-
sion title, Using an effec-
tive combination of bal-
ance on all ends of the
ice, Plymouth (38-17-5-
4) has gone 24-6-0-1 since
Dec. 27. .

Although the Whalers
lead the OHL with 269
goals scored, defense led
to the division title. In all
but one of Plymouth’s vic-
tories did the opponent
muster more than three
goals.

SKATE WITH
THE WHALERS

After Sunday’s 2 p.m.
game against Saginaw,
fans will have to chance
to “Skate with the Whal-
ers.

Parents must sign a
waiver for their kids
and receive a wristband
for each of their skaters
from the Fan Assistance
Center, located behind
section 120. Skates are
available for rent.

Rookie goaltender Alex
Nedeljkovic (2.11 GAA,
928 save percentage, 17-
2-1-1 won-loss record)
has been red hot over the
second half of the season
and was recently named
OHL Rookie and Goal-
tender of the Month for -
February. In addition,
Nedeljkovic is the cur-
rent Vaughn Canadian
Hockey League Goalten-
der of the Week.

Offensively, Plym-
outh features eight play-

ers with at least 20-goals
scored (Matt Mistele,
32; Garrett Meurs, 27;
Ryan Hartman, Tom Wil-
son, Stefan Noesen and
Vince Trocheck, all with
23 each; Cody Payne, 22;
Rickard Rakell, 21).
Meanwhile, the Whal-
ers have qualified for
the OHL playoffs for 22
straight seasons, which
is a current league
record. Plymouth will
start the 2013 playoffs
at Compuware Arena on

Whalers clinch OHL West Division

online at hometownlife.com

Fri. Mar. 23 or Sat. Mar.
24 against an opponent to
be determined.

Playoff tickets can be
purchased in 12-game
packages for $120 for
Executive Reserved or
$168 for Center Ice Seat- -
ing. Tickets for individ-
ual playoff game will be
available once an bppo-
nent and dates have been
confirmed.

For more information,
please call the Compu-
ware Arena box office at

(734) 453-8400 or check
online at www.plymouth-
whalers.com.

Victory Honda’s Wom-
en’s 19-plus team com-
pleted their sweep

through the state tourna-
ment, winning the Mich-
igan Amateur Hock-

ey Association Senior B
championship with last
Sunday’s 4-3 overtime
thriller over Mission in
Taylor.

It took triple overtime
for Victory Honda to
capture its first MAHA
championship and with
it, the top seed for the
upcoming USA Hockey
Nationals set for April 4-7
in Oakland, California.

Victory Honda, based
out of Plymouth’s Arc-
tic Pond Arena, started
the weekend on March
1 night playing the Belle
Tire Senior team and
earned a 5-1 win. VH
got goals from Stepha-
nie Voigt, Tricia Macleod,

The goalkeeping of Alex Nedeljkovic (No. 39), shown from a game earlier this season, is a
big reason why the Plymouth Whalers just clinched the OHL West Division title.

Lauren Lobert, and Alex-
is Glenn (two goals)
while goalie Mel Cur-
ran stopped eight of nine

MANDY GETSCHMAN

Vision Loss? End the frustration.

aftercare for macular dege!

Dr. Sheldon Smith
877-677-2020

www.LowVisionofMichigan.com

See better with prescription telescope
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vision systems starting at $1795.

Free phone consultation
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FAA approved training.
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Call toll-free: 1-800-259-4150
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shots for the win.

On March 2, VH post-
ed a 5-0 win over Mission.
Goaltender Mary Beth
Trainor got the start in
that game and was strong
in goal to earn the shut-
out. Glenn and Kelly Git-
tleman scored on the
power play, with Justine
Cigna scoring twice and
Emily Nelson once.

“We knew Mission’s
record and who they did
play against and we know
some of the players on
their team,” Victory Hon-
da head coach Brad John-
son said. “They upgrad-
ed in goal as well, so we
knew not to take them
lightly. I was extremely
pleased with our effort as
we came out and played,
arguably our best game
of this entire season.”

That win put VH into
that evening’s match
against the O'Leary
Hawks; Senior B cham-
pions.

Johnson said it was a
typical, defensive battle
between the rivals.

“We have been playing
these ladies (O'Leary) for
years now.” he said. “We
have beaten them before;
but always lost to them in
the state championship.”

O'Leary outshot VH 15-
13, but could only beat
Trainor twice which
would prove to be enough
thanks to goals from Git-
telman, Nikki Betz and
the overtime winner from

The Victory Honda 19-plus women’s hockey team celebrates last Sunday after winning
the MAHA Senior B championship. VH plays its home games at Arctic Pond in Plymouth.

Finally, Victory!

Overtime goal puts Victory Honda
Sr. B women icers into nationals

Jenna Donnelly.

Battling back

Then came the March
3 championship game
against Mission, and VH
fell into a 2-0 hole after
two periods. Mission
scored early in the third
to go up 3-0 with 11:48
left.

Johnson then called
atimeout and the team
refocused.

“VH decided that they
would not be denied a
championship without an
epic battle,” Johnson not-

ed.

The top line of Nel-
son, Kristen Schwan and
Bethany Croskey took
over the hockey game
and Croskey netted two
goals to make it 3-2. Nel-
son fired in the equaliz-
er with 1:45 remaining to
force OT.

Johnson said “unbeliev-
-able goaltending” from
Mission’s Francesca San-
ti (48 saves) kept the con-
test 3-3 until the third
overtime. That's when
Croskey completed her
hat trick and sent VH into
the nationals.

“Santi did everything
humanly possible to give
Mission a chance,” John-
son continued. “But in the
end, it was that top line
once again and a complet-
ed hat trick from Croskey
that would bring an emo-
tional end to a great tour-
nament.”

Madonna beaten in -
NAIA tourney opener

By Brad Emons
Observer Staff Writer

The Madonna Universi-
ty men’s basketball team
— making its inaugural
appearance in the NAIA
Division I National Tour-
nament —met its match
Wednesday in Southern
Oregon.

The No. 18-seeded Raid-
ers punched their tick-
et into Friday’s Round of
16 with a convincing 83-
66 opening-round victory
over No. 14-seeded MU at
the College of the Ozarks’
(Mo.) Keeter Gymnasium.

Southern Oregon was
led by sophomore forward
Eric Thompson, a for-
mer walk-on from Oregon
State and minor league
baseball player in the LA
Dodgers farm system.

The 6-foot-8 Thompson
scored tournament-best
30 points, going 5-for-6
from beyond the arc.

“He's a great player
and I thought we didn’t
do enough to slow him
down,” MU coach Noel
Emenbhiser said. “Once he
got a rhythm, he was hit-
ting shots - tough shots,
open shots - he made
everything. But we kind
of let him get away from
us and get open a lot
more than we would have
liked to."

Kyle Tedder also
drained five three-point-
ers en route to a 20-point
effort, while David Sturn-
er added 10 points and six
rebounds.

Tied at 11, Southern
Oregon opened up a 25-
14 lead behind its three-
point shooting, draining.
three during a three-min-
ute stretch in the first

alf,

The Raiders led 51-38 at
the break, while shooting.
50 percent (7-0f-14) from
beyond the arc.

Eagles fall short, 55-36

Plymouth Christian
Academy lost 55-36
Wednesday night to Allen
Park Inter-City Baptist
in a Class D district boys
basketball matchup to
finish 12-10 for the sea-
son.

Scoring 15 points for
the Eagles was Drew
Ibach, with Mick Noel
contributing 10.

“We kept the first quar-

ter pretty close,” Eagles
head coach Dominigue
Washington said. “We
wanted to slow the game
down and play as close to
perfect as possible.

“We only eight turn-
overs but basically they
converted all of those
(into points). We played
a good game, but they
played better. Almost
perfect.”

E
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Orchestra conductor |
gives women a
lesson in her craft

PHOTOS BY JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

tant, too. A conductor fol-
lows amusical score that
mclud& all parts — wood-

burn uses red and blue
pencils, along with yellow
marker, to highlight chang-
esin tempo, phrasing, note
duration and other cues on
the musical score.

Like party planning
As music director, she
selects performance piec-
es that underscore the
orchestra’s identity. For
the Michigan Philharmon-
ic, that means lots of con-
temporary music and eth-
nic and cultural d:verslty
“My programming pro-
cess 1sn’t that much differ-
ent than if you think about
planning a dinner par-
ty and you have dxffemnt
friends that have differ-
ent likes. You're trying to
shape something to appeal
to everyone. It’s like a big
uzzle.”
For more about the
Michigan Philharmonic,
visit www.michiganphil.

org.
See Washburn's web-
site at nanwashburn.com.
Learn more about the
NCJW Greater Detroit at

By Sharon Dargay ing than waving a baton in
Staff Writer the air.
“It was very interest-
Nan Washburn makes ing. My arm was hurt-
her joblookeasy. Duringa  ing already,” said Marlene
i he d i Marlene Goodman (left) of Farmington Hills, Ruth Klueger of White Lake, and Judy Goldwasser of Bloomfield Township.
i lierthis  Hill imitatingWash- hold invisible batons as they work on their orchestral conducting skills.
week, she traced up,down,  burn’s moves.
from side to side, the baton Washburn said she keeps
mhernghthandsweepmg in shape by bicycling and
thmugh the air, as her left walking, but pointed out
inan that ing does build
ite direction. muscle. Her legs, rather
“All of it is about con- than arms, are more likely
veying emotion and ener- to tire first.
gy and it becomes a person- “There are women con-
alart formasaresult,”said  ductors who like to wear
‘Washburn, the music direc-  high heels. I don't know how
tor and conductor of the they do that,” she said.
ichij ‘Washburn said she trades
ic Orchestra. beauty for i
“But the basic thing is cushy” when wearing foot-
like a traffic cop. It'stem- ‘wear on the podium.
po, who's coming in, who's Judy Goldwasser of Bir-
playing too loud, starting mingham laughed at her
and stopping, cueing. The own attempt to follow
lefthand i be lead.
things at “It’s the way danc-
the same time. Its thatleft-  ingis for me—Ican'tdo
‘brain, right-brain thing. lt." she said. “Conducting
“You h: itso we don’t know
that it doesn't just look good anythmgabﬂm,sonwas
to you, but it actually pro- fascinating.”
duces the sound you want. Shayna Silverman, NCJW =
Trealized very mrly onin De!mit board memberand  Nan Washburn , conductor of the Michigan Philharmonic Orchestra shows a slide of her-
thatit'snotas i Hillsresident, self in action, during a presentation last week.
easy as it might seem.” amnged for Washburn to
urn. mem- speak during the lectures Audience questions mance when she decided to uungthafsahtﬂe mystify-
bers of the National Council ~ after watching one of her ‘Washburn is in her 14th study conducting. ing.
of Jewish Women (NCJW)  presentations elsewhere. season as music director Her presentation on con- Washbum said good peo-
Greater Detroit Secnon,a ‘Talwayskeptherinmind and for the Mich- ducting me of
lessoni f i igan Phil Orches-  th ions she has been
dmxghzrpmmuonas 1 thought she was so won- tra. She’s al asked career. “Ihavetothankmyfather
derful,”. said. “T tor and principal conduc- “Mostly it's ‘what do you who taught me softball and
gvupsNosh&Knawledge go to the symphony alot. I tor of the Michigan Phil- do? If the musicians are all sorts of things ata young
Lunch and Lecture Seriesin  definitely will have a new harmomc Youth Omhesm:. looking at their music and age. Inever thought that lat-
Southfield. what a con- he they don't look like theyare  er onI'd depend on being
Her ductor”’ ilitie o gradu- looking at you, you can'tbe that coordinated today.”
there’s more to conduct- 2 de ! It's some- Mental agility is impor-

in flute perfor-

/ Advanced Technology Academy

A Michigan Public Charter School District

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN'S FIRST
COLLEGE CREDIT HIGH SCHOOL

Livonia Campus Opening - FALL 2013
ENROLL NOW! - 10th through 12th Grades

Students can earn 32 college credits
or more while attending high school

W Concurrent College Enroliment
provided by Davenport University
and Lake Superior State University

W Conveniently located on the
Davenport Uni
Campus at 1-275 and 7 Mile Road.

W Tuition is FREE!

Featuring

LIVONIA CAMPUS
19499 Victor Parkway * Livonia, Ml 48152
734-779-1654

DEARBORN CAMPUS
4801 Oakman Bivd. » Dearborn, Ml 48126
313-625-4700

www.atafordpas.org

/

ncjwgds.org.

TAX REFUNDS DELAYED! |

Make the

mment's

delay work for YOU!
*Bring in proof of your refund and

/ Home Sales will MATCH

) YoUR REFUND up to $3000 as

a discount from your purchase price
on select m owned inventoryl

Call Ray in Plymouth at

734.414.9760

www.mhneighborhoods.com
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Personalized Care
Right in Your
Neighborhood
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PRIMARY CARE

High quality, coordinated patient-centered
medical care from newborn to geriatrics

Locations in Brighton, Canton, Livonia, Novi and West Bloomfield
Same Day or Next Day Appointments =

1-855-437-7472

Participating
with Most Area
Hospitals

Pediatrics

Most
Insurances
Accepted
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Get ancestry research tips from museum event

The Plymouth Histori- Became Juliana holds a certifi-
cal Museum will hold the Americans, and Chi- cate from Boston Univer-
fifth in a series of gene- - cago and Cook County sity’s Online Genealogical
alogical seminars on Sources. > Research Program, and

March 23, to help fami-
ly historians of all levels
research their ancestors.

Loretto Szucs and Juli-  The Federal Census: alogists.
ana Szucs Smith, a moth-  Using Non-Population She will speak about
er-daughter duo willlead  and State Censuses to “‘Common Surnames’ and
the workshop, sponsored ~ Find Your People.” “What to Do With Your

by Ancestry.com.

Szucs has worked for
Ancestry.com for 20
years and had served on
national and state advi-
sory boards and boards
of five genealogical soci-
eties, including the Fed-
eration of Genealogical

Societies. She also has print genealogical pub- “Made in America,” dur- day, March 23, at the Plymouth Historical Museum.
worked for the National lications and penned the ing lunch and the after-
Archives in Chicago, Ill,  “Computers and Tech- noon break. Tickets are

and authored and edit-
ed several books, includ-
ing The Source, They

She'll talk about “Hid-
den Treasures at Ances-
try.com” and “Beyond

Smith has worked for
Ancestry.com for more
than 14 years. She began
her family history jour-
ney trolling through
microfilms at the tender
age of 11 with her moth-
er. She haswritten many
articles for online and

nology” chapter of The
Source: A Guidebook of
American Genealogy.

is working towards certi-
fication from the Board
for Certification of Gene-

Discoveries.”

The seminar begins
at 9:30 am. and ends at
3:30 p.m. Seating will be
limited. The fee for the
day is $50, includes the
four lectures, Junch, and
the option of touring the
Museum’s special exhibit,

available at the Plymouth
Historical Museum or on
the Museum’s website at

plymouthhistory.org.
The Plymouth Histori-
cal Museum is located at

outh.

155 S. Main St., one block
north of downtown Plym-

L S
Juliana Szucs Smith (left) and her mother, Loretto Szucs, will talk about genealogy, Satur-

For more information,
call the Museum at (734)
455-8940.

GARDEN & NATURE CALENDAR

Send garden and nature
information and photos to
Sharon Dargay at sdargay@
hometownlife.com.

Butterflies

“Monarchs — their Journey
South and Journey North,”
is the topic of the next meet-
ing of Southeast Michigan
Butterfly Association, at
7 p.m. Wednesday, March
20, at Nankin Mills Nature
Center, 33175Ann Arbor Trail,
Westland. The program will
cover the annual migrations -
with emphasis on Monarchs
roosts, people, towns, and tag
recovery in Mexico. Parking on
Hines Dr. or Ann Arbor Trail.

Admission is $3 for non-mem-
bers. Questions? Call.(734) 223~
5510 or visit wwyw.sembabut-
terfly.com.

Master Composter
Southeast Oakland Coun-
ty Water Authority (SOC-
WA) in cooperation with
Rouge Watershed munici-
palities offers a series of
classes in master compost-
ing beginning March 11 at
the Bloomfield Township
Public Library, 1099 Lone
Pine Road at Telegraph.
Classes run from 6:45-8:30
p.m. Registration fee is $40.
A Master Composter is a
community gardening vol-
unteer who understands
how to make compost, soil

health, compost benefits,
natural mulches, environ-
mental lawn care, and more.
In addition to “Compost-
ing ...For Earth’s Sake" on
March 11, other classes in
the series are:

« Soil testing and fertilizer
options, March 18 *

* Healthy lawn care, April

8

= Youth education and
schoolyard gardens, April
15

= Sustainable landscapes -
and rainwater recycling,
April 22 :

* SOCWA gardens open
house, May 4

« Class wrap up, May 6

In order to earn their Mas-
ter Composter name badge;

volunteers attend six class-
es, build a working com-
post pile, complete writ-
ten assignments, and volun-
teer 12 hours of time. For
more information, e-mail

to LFDean@aol.com, vis-
it'www.socwa.org, or call
(248) 546-5818.

English Gardens

eLearn about perennial
gardening at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, March 16 at a free pre-
sentation. Get a list of best
garden performers and tips
on selecting plants.

"The Secrets to a Beau-
tiful Lawn” will provide
information about keeping
lawns green, healthy and
growing, at 1 p.m. Saturday,

March 23. Free.

«Get tips on pruning and
dividing at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 27 and 1 p.m.
Saturday, March 30, at free
presentations.

A free presentation will
offer suggestions on keep-
ing insects, small and large
animals at bay in the gar-
den, at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
April 3.

Area stores are at 155 N.
Maple, Ann Arbor, (734)
332-7900; 22650 Ford Road
in Dearborn Heights, (313)
278-4433; 4901 Coolidge
Highway, Royal Oak, (248)
280-9500; and 6370 Orchard
Lake Road, in West Bloom-
field; (248) 851-7506.

REUNIONS

Send information to
Sharon Dargay at sdar-
gay@hometownlife.
com. Got a class pho-
to or yearbook picture
to go with the informa-
tion? Send it along as a
jpg attachment.
BELLEVILLE HIGH
SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1963
50th reunion will be held
Sept. 28. Contact Kathy
(Toth) Hay at khay@

Daniel at djmc

om

comeast.net.

DETROIT BURT EL-
EMENTARY

Classes of 1960-79

A reunion is planned for
April 20 at Big Tommy's
Parthenon, 40380 Grand
River Ave., Novi. A lim-
ited number of tickets
are available. They will
not be sold at the re-
union. Presale tickets are
$25; 5-7 p.m. March 15
at Panera at Six Mile and

for more information.
DETROIT GESU CATH-
OLIC SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1956

A reunion is planned for
Aug. 17. Call Jack Sayed
at (810) 231-9230.
DETROIT MACKENZIE
CLASSES FROM 1964-
67

Family & Friends Day
bowling fundraiser runs
2-6 p.m. Sunday, March

Cost is $20 per per-

son and includes three
games, shoes, pizza and
beverage. Open to adults
and children. Call Rita
Whitley at (313) 281-
8001.

PLYMOUTH HIGH
SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1968

A 45-year class reunion
is planned for Saturday,
Sept. 7. For informa-
tion contact Susan Keith
Johnson at sgjohnson4@
comcast.net.

SOUTH LYON

CLASS OF 1963

A 50th class reunion is
planned for July 20. For
more information, con-
tact Barbara Cook at (248)
349-5982.

WAYNE HIGH
SCHOOLS

ALL REUNION

The Alumni Association’s
29th Annual All Reunion
Banquet is 5-10 p.m., with
diriner at 6 p.m., Friday,
May 17, at Wayne Tree

Wayne. For more info
contact Sharon Scott at
(734) 722-4651 or sscott@
weeed.edu. The class of
1964 will be honored at
the event.

WESTLAND JOHN
GLENN HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1983

6 p.m.-midnight, Satur-
day, Oct. 26, at Burton
Manor Banquet and Con-
ference Center, Livonia.
For more information,
e-mail to Linda Harbison
at jghs.1983@gmail.com.

reinhardrealtors.com or Newburgh in Livenia.
Dianna (Basnaw) Mc- Vo hooicom or
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Nominations accepted for senior volunteers

The search is on for Michigan’s outstanding senior
volunteer.

The Salute to Senior Service program, sponsored
by Home Instead, Inc,, the franchisor of the Home
Instead Senior Care network, honors the contribu-

tions of adults 65 and older who give at least 15 hours a

month of volunteer service to their favorite causes.
Deadline for nominating an outstanding senior vol-
unteer is March 31. State winners then will be select-

ed by popular vote at SalutetoSeniorService.com.

Online voting will take place from April 15-30. A panel

of senior care experts will pick the national Salute to
Senior Service honoree from among the state winners.
Home Instead, Inc. will donate $500 to each of the
state winners’ favorite nonprofit organizations and
their stories will be posted on the Salute to Senior Ser-

Arthritis Today
Josep J. Werss, M.D.
RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860

PAIN THAT COMES UP
IN THE NIGHT

Leaming from patients the timing of their pain is important for
doctors. In conditions of the bones and joints, the presence of pain
at night is particularly significant

For example, a feature of gout is not only that it comes on
at night, but tha it awakens a person from sleep. That patient
experienice practically defines that the problem is gout, and allows
the doctor to start therapy Immediately and undertake only a
minimurm of tests to confirm the diagnosis.

Of nearly equal importance is the patient’s experience with
shoulder pain. If rolling over on the shoulder during sleep awakens
the person with pain, the physician can surmise that the basic
problem is a muscle tendinitis. In contrast, a person with shoulder
arthritis would find that bedrest brings relief from pain.

Problems such as gout and tendinitis worsen at night because
these conditions are in part dependent on body heat. At night,
the body's basal temperature decrsases; at the same time blood
supply to the arms and legs decreases because movement is less
Gout is a crystal that dissolves in the heat and precipitates in the
Cold. Deep into the night, when body beat is atits least, is the best
time for gout to strike.

In tendinitis, the problem is injury. At night with lack of movement
o tendons of the arms and legs, areas of

injury build up. The re:
When dealing with problems of bones and joints, physicians first
& the pain is, but the next question is: when is the pain?

vice Wall of Fame. In addition, $5,000 will be donated
to the national winner's nonprofit charity of choice.

“We all know seniors who do so much for our com-
munity,” said Jeff Huber, president, Home Instead,
Inc. “These silent heroes give selflessly, expecting
nothing in return. And yet, their contributions often
make a dif not only to the izations they
serve, but in changing how the public views growing
older.” 3 3

To complete and submit a nomination form online
for a senior age 65 or older who volunteers at least 15
hours a month, and to view the contest’s official rules,
visit SalutetoSeniorService.com.

Completed nomination forms also can be mailed to
Salute to Senior Service, PO. Box 285, Bellevue, NE
68005.

St. Michael’s Parish presents
“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”
ENTENIRISH
- March 15 & 22
4:30 - 7:00 PM
H * Full Dinners
o Carry-out Available $8
= Choice of Hand-dipped

Fried or Baked
Fresh Atlantic Cod

Seniors| S8
Kids3-11FS5
3 (& Under,

11441 Hubbard R, S. of Plymouth Rd. * Livonia
. 734-261-1455

www.livoniastmichael.org
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Canton home improvement show is first class

By Joe Gagnon
Guest Columnist

'or the past 12 years I

have been spending

time with dozens of
exhibitors at the Summit
in Canton broadcasting
my radio
show and
talking
with sev-
eral hun-
dred hom-

eowners.
The city
1 puts on
Appliance this event
Doctor in such
a beauti-
Joe Gagnon ful facil-
e o ityand
the police
department and city
inspectors are right there
on site to answer ques-

tions from homeowners
about a variety of sub-

Churches offer Bunny Brunch, egg

Learn about Salvation
Army programs while
your children meet the
Easter Bunny at a Bunny
Brunch, Saturday, March
23, at the The Salvation
Army Plymouth Corps.

Or hunt for eggs, make
crafts and hear stories
that same day at St. Paul’s
Presbyterian Church or
Faith Community Wesley-
an Church, both in Livo-

nia.

Then head to the annual
Easter Eggstravaganza on
Saturday, March 30 and
let them hunt for some of
the 13,000 eggs that will
be scattered around the
First Church of the Naza-
rene in Northyi

The events are amung
many Easter Bunny pro-
grams and egg hunts
planned locally and
throughout Metro Detroit.
The Salvation Army Bun-
ny Brunch will run 1
am.-1p.m.at the Plym-
outh Corps Community
Center, 9451 8. Main St.
in Plymouth. There is no
admission charge.

Jects. It really is quite
impressive.

They set me up in the
show with a nicely-cov-
ered table and a banner
and I sit there dressed
in my doctor smock with
a stethoscope wrapped
around my neck and
answer questions. New-
comers to the area will
sometimes ask if I'm
there to take blood pres-
sure readings or give
medical advice. I never
pretend to be a real doc-
tor and am only a doc-
tor of appliances. I would
like to thank the many
people who read this col-
umn and say the nicest
things to me. You make it
all worthwhile!

Most people know how
1 feel about the quality
of major appliances pro-
duced today and all of
the negatives I've writ-

ten about. That was rein-
forced by the lady who
stopped at my booth and
told me she had a 1971
Whirlpool washer witha
Suds Saver. She has nev-
er had service on the
machine and she said it
has certainly paid for
itself in soap savings.
Now the save suds fea-
ture is no longer working
and the part is no longer
available and she is very
skeptical about buying a
new washer.

Other people were lis-
tening to her conversa-
tion and asked her about
this so called Suds Sav-
er. They didn’t know what
she was talking about
and so she explained
this money-saving fea-
ture that used to be so
common. In the old days
clothes washers were
located in the basement

Don't forget to bring your Easter basket to the Eggstrava-
ganza on March 30 at the First Church of the Nazarene in

Northville.

Youth ages 1-12 can
participate in crafts and
activities and will receive
an Easter basket they can
fill with treats and com-
pleted crafts. Parents
and other adult guests
will receive information
about Salvation Army pro-
grams, including Men’s
‘and Women'’s Ministry,
Summer Day Camp, Tiny

Tots Pre-School, Youth
Programming,; Emergen-
cy Disaster Services, and
Tae Kwon Do.

Families interest-
edin attending the Bun-
ny Brunch should RSVP
at (734) 453-5464 no later
than Wednesday, March
20.
The Salvation Army
Plymouth Corps is accept-

and every home had a
laundry tub. The wash-
er had two drain hos-

es and you placed a stiff
rubber extension right
into the drain in the bot-
tom of the laundry tub.
One drain hose fit into the
top of this extension and
the other lay in the tub.
You would wash your
slightly dirty clothes and
the wash water would
fill the tub instead of
going down the drain.
The washer would suck
that water back into the
washer and you could do
another load using the
same water. You saved
by not having to use so
much hot water and the
cost of detergent.

Today, the wash system
is controlled by electron-
ics that are very expen-
sive in repair costs. The
washer controls the

water temperatures and
the amount of water that
enters the machine. It
all has to do with energy
savings dictated in Wash-
ington. The average life
of a clothes washer today
is 10 years, not 41 years
of trouble-free usage.
Another homeown-
er asked about her dish-
washer which won’t
operate because the
accusensor light keeps
blinking. She wanted to
know what an accusen-
sor does on a dishwash-
er. It’s a sensor mounted
to the side of the pump
which senses how clean
the water is in a dish-
washer. Does the aver-
age homeowner real-
ly need this feature or
is this just an electronic
component prone to fail-
ure and the cause of a
needed service call?

1 talked with many peo-
ple about their prob-
lems with clothes dry-
ers. I know that I solved
their problems by telling
them to clean the dryer
vent lines. When it takes
too long to dry a load of
clothes you should go
directly to the plugged
up vent line and clean it
out completely. Remem-
ber, while the vent line
is plugged up with lint,
you are living in a home
that is very prone to
disaster. Your dryer is a
very serious fire hazard
and it's just a matter of
time before you see the
results. Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon can be heard
at 8 a.m,, Saturdays on
WAAM 1600. You can e-mail
your problems and questions
on appliances to appldr@
twmim

hunts

ing donations of Easter church office at (734)422-  egg search all rolled into
baskets and individual- 1470. one big event.
ly-wrapped candy, along The church also Admission is free,
with money to buy crafts requests donations of but pre-registration is
and food. Donations may white socks, Chapstick, required and closes on
be mailed to the Plym- chewing gum, individual- March 27 or when it totals
outh Corps at 9451 S. Main  ly-wrapped hand wipes, 600 children. Pre-register
Street, Plymouth, MI snack bars pocket Bibles at www.dfcnazarene.org.
48170. C also and p tissue age 1-11,
can be dropped off at the packs for Comfort Kits will collect eggs in five
center, 9a.m.-4 p.m. week-  for the homeless. separate age groups,
days. Youngsters can hunt beginning at 10:30 a.m.
Volunteers also need- for eggs, participate in at the church, located at

ed to assist with set-up,
cooking, serving food,
craft stations, and clean-
up. To volunteer for the
Bunny Brun an-
dy Kolhnger at (734)453-
5464, Ext. 24.

In Livonia

Easter Fun Day runs 10
a.m.noon, March 23 at
St. Paul’s, located on Five
Mile, one block west of
Inkster Road, in Livonia.

Youngsters, age 12 and
under, will hunt for eggs,
play. games and partic-
ipate in other Easter-
themed activities at this
free event. For informa-
tion, or to sign up, call the

games and crafts, enjoy
snacks and hear the Eas-
ter story, 12:45-4 p.m.
Saturday, March 23 at
Faith Community Wes-
leyan Church, 14560
Merriman. The event is
aimed at ages 1-11. Par-
ents may stay and join in
the fun. Children should
bring their own baskets.
For more information,
call Melissa at (734) 765-
1827.

Eggstravaganza
First Church of the
Nazarene’s annual egg
hunt is a party, Easter
Bunny meet-and-greet,
entertainment show and

21260 Haggerty, north of
Eight Mile. Participants
should bring their own
baskets.

Youngsters will get a
chance to pose for pho-
tos with the Easter Bun-
ny, play games, get prizes,
watch a juggler, have fun
with puppets and pnmm-
pate in song and

Hot dogs, chlps cookxes
and drinks will be avail-
able for everyone.

For alist of other local
egg hunts and break-
fasts and brunches with
the Easter Bunny, visit
wwyw.hometownlife.com
and click on the Observer
Community Life section.
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Check out these exciting career opportunities!
For even more opportunities see our
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Milestones

Waldecker-O‘Connor

Jaquelyn Anette
Waldecker and Tim
O'Connor announce their

BABIK,
VIRGINIA (JINNY) M.
1954 - 2013

Michigan
passed away Friday (March
2013 at home afer an extended
illness Virg uly
19,1954, o the late Willam and
Maxine (Amold) Rumpa. In
1972, she graduated from Gar-
den City East High School. She
was an administrative assistant
for the Canton Police and Fire
Departments.  Virginia is _sur-
vived by her husband of 33
yeark, D abik, Sr.,
sghter Julic Babik of Belle-
ville, Michigan, son
Babik of Ypsilanti.
two grandsons, Kayden Griffin-
Babik and Dimitri Babik, sister
Sandra (Gary) Rumpa-Mackey,
nephew Andrew Mackey, niece
Amanda (Jason) Bowker of Del-
aware, Ohio, and her beloved ca-
nine companions Toto and Dora-
thy. She was preceded in death
by her sister Tammy Rumpa, in
2001, In honor of Jinny's love of
animals the family asks that me-
morial contributions be made to
the Michigan Humane Society.

Nt
BOOTH,
(Nee LAWSON)
CAROL
February 1, 2013 Peacefully at
home in Birmingham, surround-
ed by her family. Age 99. Be-
loved wife of the late John M.

Booth for 50 years. Dear mother
of Thomas L. (Lois), Carol "Gin-

Robert Booth (Suzanne), Eliza-

th Bagth.0:Toole (Andy) and
Timothy Dana Jackson. t
grandmother of Richel, Lay
and Kristen Jarzembows!
Meade, Eila‘ard Harper e
and Katie and Mackenzie
0'Toole. Memorial service Fri-
day March i5th at llam. at
Christ Church Cranbrook, 470
Church Rd. (Lone Pine west of
‘Woodward), Bloomfield Hills. In
lieu of flowers family suggests
memorial _tributes  to
Church  Cranbrook or the
Cranbrook Academy of Art Mu-
seum.
A.J. Desmond & Sons
248-549-0500
View obituary and share

‘memories at
DesmondFuneralHome.com

BOUTON, ERIC D.
Age 59, of Garden City, passed
away peacefully with family by
his side on March 4, 2013. He is
survived by his wife Brenda, his
children Chris (Michelle), Erika,
Tiffany (Robert), Jamie (James),
his mother Delores, and his be-

so survived by six grandchildren,
with one on the way. Eric was
preceded in death by his father,
n Sr. Memorial amange-
ments {o be held at a later date:

BROWN.
DOROTHY W
Age 9, March 3,

GEERSENS,
HAZEL E.
Age 87. Bom January 1, 1926 in
Detroit, Michigan, passed away
peacefully at home in Farming-

August J. Geersens for 57 years.
Hazel is survived by her chil-

and Gai
nuugm (Cassie) Geersens Jr,
Courtney (Sean) Ellis, Rebecca
Geersens and Connor Green;
great-grandson, Augustus Oliver
Geersens; brother Charles (the
late Elbie) Owen; sister Martha
(Lome) Hamilton and many lov-
ing nieces, nephews and friends.

To know Hazel was 10 love her
as she was a very caring and giv-
ing person - always doing for
others, Her generous heart and
loving spirit will be greatly
inise by ol o had the pleas
ure of knowing her. Funeral
Mass Monday 10 AM (in state
9:30 AM) at Our Lady of Sor-
rows Catholic_Church, 23815
Power Rd, Famington,
48336, Visitation Sunday 3-8PM
(Rosary 7 PM) at Thayer-Rock
unceal, Hem, 33603, Grand
River Ave,, Downtown Farming-
ton (1 blk. W. of Farmington
Rd). www.thayer-rock.com

Age 86, formerly of Lima,
passed at 6:20 a.m., on Monday,
March 04, 2013, at Otterbein of
Cridersville. She was born Jnl\c
16, 1926, in Kansas City, Ka

sas, to John Ralph and Neva
Grace (Hll:umh) Gnﬂ'lh ‘who
preceded her in death. Mrs. Lar-
son had been a radio host_ in
Georgia and an_administrative
assistant for Eastman Radio, in
Detroit, Michigan. She was a
member of the Order, of Easter
Star. She loved dogs and reading
and tjoyed isenig (o foe -
sic. She uate_of the
Natonal Instute 16; Chfdren’s

Literature. _ Surviving arc a*

daughter: Victoria (Roger) Rush
of LeRoy, Michigan; two grand-
children; nieces: Sue Moon of
Indian_Lake, Patti Combs and

Neva Cairco, both of Rock Hill,
South Carolina; seven great nie-
ces_and nephews and_ sixteen
gret-great nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by a
sister, Jacqueline_Fleenor. Per
her request, Mrs. Larson has do-
nated her body to the Depart-
ment of Anatomy at the Medical
College of Ohio, Toledo, Memo-
rial contributions may be made
to the Auglaize County Humane

ety.
Condolences may be

siferd-oriansfuneralhome.com

Siferd-Orians Funeral Home.

May You
Find
Comfort in

Pamily&

Friends

o

LENZ, SANDRA ANN
57, passed away Sunday, March
3. She is preceded in death by

neth. Beloved motfier of Kelly
Collins. Sister of Mary Kay
Wiediik, fles ' aw of Jioe
Gourley (Rober) and Alan Lenz
(Karen). Aunt 10 several loving
nices and nepbews. Family will
ly-
Story Fune
45100 Warren Rd (biw
Sheldon Center),
Canton, on Friday from 3-9 pm.
with a seripture service at § pm
Mass of Christian Burial will be
held Saturday, 10:30am_at St
John Neumann Catholic Church,
44800 Warren Rd. In state 10 am
Tnterment
Livonia.
In licu of flowers family sug-
gsts donations be made 1othe

umane ~ Socicty or
Salvaion Army

LOMSKE,
HAZEL D.

Age 92 of Kalamazoo, March 3,
2013, Beloved wife of the late

aul R Loving mother of Mi-
chelle (). Pilve, Naney
VandenBerg, Cynthin (Dennisy
Claramunt,  Steven (Cegile)
Lomske and the late Paul Jr
(daughter-in-law_Sharon). Dear
grandmother of 11, Great grand-
mother of 18 and great great-
grandmother of one. Visitation
Fri. 2-8 PM and Sat. 10 AM until
the Sat 11 AM Funeral Service at
Vermeulen Funeral Home, 6401
W Ann Arbor Rd, (btwn Shel~
don & Beck) Plymouth, Inter-
ment Detroit. Memorial Park-
West. Memorial _contributions
may be made to Muscular Dys-
trophy. To share a memory,
please vi

vermeulenfuneralhome.com

ruNEm‘w HOME

FRED

March 6, ZQ e 88 of
Noille Beloved hus-

band of Shirley for 59
Loving father_of

Steven (Suzeti, Shelley.(Ste-
ven) Misenheimer, Scoft (Lisa),
and the fate Stanley (Irene), and
infant daughter. Proud grandpa
of Christina, Michelle, Chaz,
Heather, Bobby, Amber, Tom-
my, Jessica, Jeffrey, Sarah, and
Rachel; and great-grandpa_ of
Athena, Lucy, and Mason. Dear
brother of Margaret "Peg” Patter-
son, and the late Susan Forester,
Also survived by many nieces
and nephews. Fred proudly
served his country as a member
of the Tst Infantry Division, the
“Big Red One", He landed with
the first wave on Omaha Beach
on D-day. He received many
recognitions, including two Pur-

pleHearts and the French Legion |

of-Honor Medal. Funeral Mon-
day 1 PM at Vermeulen Funeral
Home, 46401 W Ann Arbor Rd
(btwn Sheldon and Beck), Ply-
mouth. Visitation Sunday 24
and 6-8 PM. Interment Riverside
Cemetery. Memorial _contribu-
tions may be made to Beaumont
Hospice.

To share memories, please visit

vermeulenfuneralhome.com

FuNﬂw\a HOME

THOMPSON,
VA C.

OF Farmington Hills, March 4,
2013. The last of her generation
of émigrés from Russia, to Cana-
da and then the United States of
erica, she will be missed by
her daughter Tacy Thompson
Edwards, son in
Edwards, many S
and nephews, and three cats. A
graduate of Wayne State Univer-
sity, she worked as an insurance
underwriter, but the loves of her
life were flowers, animals and
especially the earth, She is pre-
eded in death by: her husband,
John E Thompson; parents, Dora
and Charton Chmiel; sisters So-
phia  Wyszynski, and
Shultz, and brother Harry
Chmicl. Memorials and tributes
may be made to your favorite an-
imal rights organization. Funeral
Services were held wm:my
March 6,
Semaavist Funeral Home, owat
town Farmington. Interment
‘Oakland Hills Memorial
Gardens, Novi
heeney-sundquist.com

RAME,
ELIZABETH ANN
March 3, 2013, age 61, Beloved
wife of Richard O. Laving moth-
er of Kristin. Dear daughter of
Lyman (Oddice) Shell. The fam-
ily entrusted care and services 1o
L. Griffin Funeral Home, Can-
ton Chapel, (734) 981-1700. Me-

morial _contributionsmay
made to Arbor Hospice, 2366
Oak Valley Dr., Ann Arbor, MI
48103, Share & "Memorial Trib-
ute” with the family at

PASING: TCIRINBUICKE

IO TB0E

) LNFE or
vour LOVIEID ONIE

The bride-to-be, daugh-
ter of Nick and Clarice
Waldecker of Farmington
Hills, is a 2003 Harrison
High School graduate and
a 2007 Michigan State
University graduate. She
lives in Arizona and is a
surgical sales associate in
sports tissue and biolog-
ics for ConMed.

Her fiancé, son of Mike
and Sandy O’Connor
of Phoenix, Ariz,, is a
native of California and
was raised in Arizona.
Tim entered the Navy in

2003 as an air crew res-
cue swimmer. After
four years of service he
pursued his interest in
finance as a mortgage

broker with Wells Fargo.

An October 2013 wed-
ding is planned in Scotts-
dale, Ariz.

RELIGION CALENDAR

Send items for the religion
calendar to Sharon Dargay
at sdargay@hometownlife.
com.

March

AUCTION

Time/Date: 12:30-2 p.m.
March

Location: Redford Alder-
sgate United Methodist,
10000 Beech Daly, Red-
ford Township

Details: All proceeds go
to support the Food4U
food bank that distrib-
utes food baskets month-
ly to 40-80 families
Contact: (313) 937-3170
BETHANY

Time/Date: 8 p.m.-mid-
night, Saturday, March 30
Location: Don Hubert VFW
Hall, 27345 Schoolcraft, east
of Inkster, Redford
Details: Bethany, an orga-
nization serving Catholics
and other Christians, offers
asingles dance. Tickets are
$13. Beer, wine, pop, snacks
and coffee are included
Contact: (586) 264-0284
CLASSES

Time/Date: 7:30-9 p.m.,
Thursday, March 14
Location: Universal-

ist Unitarian Church of
Farmington, 25301 Halsted,

\ Farmington Hills,

Details: All classes are open
to the public. A $5 donation
is suggested. Refreshments
will be served ata 7 p.m.
social gathering. Classes for
the evening include “Se-
crets, Fantasies and Intimacy
- Rekindling (he Bond" with
Julea Merlin; “Make Your
Organization More Efficient
Using Google Docs” (for

IMS Word /Excel users), with
Chuck Eglinton; and “Fic-
tion and Fact: Stories and
Reality about the Holo-
caust” with author Susanna
Piontek and her husband,
Guy Stern

Comad' (248) 478-7272

Location: Covenant Com-
munity Church, 25800
Student, Redford

Detail Glamour, Glitz
and Grace"” will include
fashion advice and a
personal color analysis
with Sharon Woryn, a
trained image consultant.
It’s aimed at girls, 10 and
up, and women. Light re-
freshments will be served
Contact: RSVP to (313)
535-3100

FILM

Tlmelbate. 7 p.m. Friday,
March 2.

Lamtnon: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 28000
New Market, Farmington
Hills

Details: Free screening
of “Believe in Me,” a film
about a 1960s-era girls
basketball coach who
inspired his athletes to
believe in themselves and
to always strive to reach
their greatest potential. A
loaded nacho bar with all
the fixings is offered for a
free will donation for din-
ner with the movie. RSVP
for the nacho dinner
Contact: (248) 553-3380

FILM

Details: Inspiring and medta-
tive worship using Holden
Evening Prayer. Journeys of
faith witn by several
members.

Contact:: (734) 427-1414 or
(734)3386

LENTEN SERVICE
Time/ate: 530 p.m. prayer
service, 630 p.m. soup dinner,
through March 27

Location: Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church, 35300 W. Eight
Mile, Farmington Hills
Details: Topics for the
Wednesdaynlght program
are: were formed for
God's family,” March 6; “We
were created to become like
Christ,” March 13; “We were
shaped for serving God,
March 20, “We were made for
amission,” March 27
Contact: (248) 478-6520;
belcfh@gmail.com
LENTEN SERVICE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, through March 20
Location: Lola Park Lutheran
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Red-
ford

Details: Free treats served af-
ter services. The theme of the
series is “Names of Wondrous
Tove"

demanding better regula-
tion of trade and finance.
Communities are coming
together to re-build more
human scale. There will be
refreshments and a discus-
sion after the film

CONCERT

Time/Date: 4 p.m. Sunday,

March 10

Location: St. John Lutheran
Church, 23225 Gill, Farming-
ton Hills

Details: Olivia Duval,

spi
accompanied by Wesley
Fishwick at the piano.
Admission to the concert is
free, although a free will
offering will be collected
Contact: www.stjohn-elca.
org or www.wesleyfishwick.

com

CONCERT

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m.
Friday, March 22
Location: Temple Beth
£, 7400 Telegraph,
Bloomfield Hills

Details: Josh Nelson, a
popular performer and
composer of modern
Jewish music, performs.
The concert is free and no
reservations are required
Contact: (248) 851-1100,
Ext. 3150

DISCUSSION GROUP
Time/Date: Miniseries
shown 8-10 p.m. Sun-
day, through March 3
discussion from 6:30-7:30
p.m. Wednesday, through
April 3

Location: Kenwood
Church, 20200 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: The church will
offer a discussion group.
on the History Channel
miniseries, “The Bible”
Contact: (248) 476-8222
FASHION ADVICE
Time/Date: 7 p.m.

March 20

Contact: (248) 354-4488;
WWW.

FISH DINNER
Time/Date: 5-7 p.m. Friday
through March 22
Location: St. Aidan Church
Activity Center, 17500 Farm-
ington Road, Livonia
Details: Adult dinner in-
<Iudes two filets of salmon,
cod or for

Time/Date: 7 p.m. e 18 SR e

Wednesday, March 20

Location: Northvest - LENTEN SOUP SUPPER

tarian urch, 6p. supperfol—
*23925 Nor High-’ lowed by t 7

way, Southfield g Wednesdaythwugh Mmh 2

Detail: “The Economics of  Location: Prince of Peaee

Happiness” is a film about  Lutheran Church, 28000

aworld moving in two op-  Market Road, Farmmglon HI"S

posing directions. Onthe  Details: Soup suppers and

one hand governments service

and big businles; continue  Contact: (248) 553-3380

to promote globaliza-

tion and consolidation of ~ MASS; PIZZA & MASS

corporate power. Atthe ~ CLASS

same time, individuals are  Time/Date: Starts at 6 p.m.

with dinner and class at 6:30
p.m., every Thursday during
Lent

Location: St. John's Episco-
pal Church, 555 5. Wayne
Road, Westland

Details: Everyone is wel-
come

Contact: (734) 721-5023
MUSICAL

Time/ate: 7 p.m. Saturday,
March 23

Location: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints,
7575 N Hix, Westland

Details: “Lamb of God" isa
sacred musical work about the

$9. Ch||d dinner includes
one filet of salmon or cod
or macaroni and cheese for
$5. Both the adult and child
dinners include roasted
potatoes, vegetables,
coleslaw, dinner roll, and
dessert. Beverages included
for adults are coffee, tea,
milk, pop and water. For
children they are milk, pop.
and water. The child’s din-
ner is for age 10 and under.
Side dishes of macaroni and
cheese are available for $2
Contact: (734) 425-5950
LENTEN LECTURE
ime/Date: 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, March 19
Location: St. John Neumann
Catholic Church, 44800 War-
ren Road, Canton
Details: Dr. Patricia Cooney-
Hathaway, author, lecturer,
and professor at Sacred
Heart Major Seminary, will
present “The Spirituality of
Vatican Il: What it means
for the People in the Pew.”
Thisis a free event and light
refreshments will be served.
Call the office to register
Contact: (734) 4555910

LENTEN SERVICE
Time/Date: 7:30 pm.
Wednesday, through March
20

Location: Holy Cross Lu-

theran Church, 30650 Six Mile,
Livonia

of Jesus Christ, composed by
Rob Gardner and featuring
the Michigan Concert Choir.
Admission is free and open
to the public. The piece also
will be performed at 6 p.m.
Sunday, March 24 at First
United Methodist Church, 320
W. 7th Street, Royal Oak and
at7 pm. Friday, March 29,
at The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints, 37425
Woodward Ave,, Bloomfield

Hills
Contact: (734) 354-0573
PARTY PLANNING

:102,m-2pm.
Sunday, March 17

Temple Beth El's
Handleman Hall, 7400 Tele-
graph, Bloomfield Hills
Details: Photographers, party
planners, florists, DJs, videog-
raphers, caterers and more
will be on hand at this party
planning showcase sponsored
by the Beth El Sisterhood.
Experts will present tips,
demonstrations and ideas for

"
this year will be a bridal
fashion show at noon in the
Temple's sanctuary presented
atno charge by Roma Sposa.
Visitors to the free event can
sample foods and win prizes.
Allin attendance will receive
a complimentary directory of
exhibitors

Contact: (248) 8650633
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Mail your photo entry to

Scoop The Newshound,
41304 Concept Drive,
Plymou

Name: ———
Address: ———

City —————

Email:
Phone:
*parent’s Printed Name:

*parent’s Signature:

th, M1 48170 or email
to cbjordan@homelownhfe .com ’

e
zp— —— 1
Date of Birthi ——————

BoyorGiie———— — =it

s @ ® ‘en o

Tell Scoop why learning about science is fun.
Send a picture of yourself and you could win
free admission for four to the Michigan Science
Center or to the Ann Arbor Hands on Museum.

A

Maybe you are preparing for a science fair project for
school or you just love to learn. Science is so much fun
and conducting a scientific experience is not only loads
of fun but it could be very helpful as well.

Wanted! ‘&,
!

Do you write, draw,

make crafts, take =~ —<°—
photographs, or do some-
thing else that you would
like others to know about?
Share your talent with us.

We may share your extraor-
dinary talent in an upcom-
ing Scoop’s Hound Dog
‘Highlights.

N\

Name:

Address:

City: » ;lp:
Date of Birth:

Boy or Girl:

Email:

Phone:

*Parent’s Printed Name:

*Parent’s Signature:

Fill out the form and have your parents
fill in their name and signature.
Clip and mail, it's that easyl

* Required for Birthday Club.

Heppn
Bm‘rnnnv

Let’s try an experiment.

- TASTE TEST EXPERIMENT

Did you know that your nose can affect your taste?
Smell plays a big part of taste, Close your eyes.
Hold your nose while tasting a slice of a potato and
an apple. Can you tell them apart? Your nose and
mouth are connected through the same airway and
therefore you taste and smell foods at the same
time. When you can't smell the food that you are
tasting it becomes harder to differentiate between
foods. That's why food tastes differently when you
have a stuffy nose.

THIS TYPE OF STORM BRINGS
WITHITTORRENTIALRAING, HIGH  HOW MANY GALLONS OF WATER
WINDS AND LARGE WAVES. PO RO ERACEROUND)
g ABOVE-GROUND POOL HOLD.
ANYORMSNH HIMSNY
HLAIM NO 9NIAN3J3a

000’ L ANV 000' NATMLA HAMSNY

THIS FIRST NAME IS SHARED

PYTWO ORI THRCE FOUNDERS WHAT IMPORTANT COMPONENT
o T% . CRATTLECOVRUTERS: DOES FIRE NEED TO BURN?
ey NS AIMSNY NIOAXO HIMSNY.
“ Courtesy of Metro Creative
-

Approximatély
50 VALUI

Michigan Science Center
5020 John R Street
Detroit, Ml 48202

BUADELIN
i
Ann Arbor Hands on Museum

220E. Ann St.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

ONTHIS DAY THE SUN CROSSES
THE EQUATORIAL PLANE, MAKING
DAY AND NIGHT OF ALMOST
EQUAL LENGTH.

XONIOA TYNWILLTY. SEMENY -

S5

llovemypet g 4 -
Photo Contest |

Kristina Kahn, 11 years old of Milford with

Ryan Sumner Mllhrd March 3 Sespeacon
Novi March 21
GraceLejrorowicz  Walled Lake  March 27
Ryan Finley Livonla March 28
Visit Us on
Facebook
facebook.com/Scoop The Newshound
Coordinator/Contributing Writer:
Choya Jordan, Marketing Manager
Randall Masters, Graphic Artist
Highilghts or have general questions? Briana Karalis, 11 years old,
Emallchjordan@hometownife.com

Sarah Walrath, 12 years old of South
Lyon, with bunny Buggzy. Bell

of Livonia with dog, Maggie.

Deadline Mail all entry forms to: Scoop the Newshound, 41304 Concept

Wlnners from February 2013 Photo Contest

- & All entries need to be ived at the Ob: & Eccentric Medi: of
for submissions e e

ore

ch)nmmmmetqwnﬂle .com Wnnets
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HEALTH

Hospltal sleep center moves, doubles in size

ited by the American Academy
of Sleep Medicine and its staff
includes registered polysomno-
graphic technologists and physi-
cians certified by the American

St. Mary Mercy Hospital will
hold an open house at its relocat-
ed Sleep Disorders Center, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 19. The
center moved from the hospital

tion.

St. Mary Mercy Hospital has moved its Sleep Disorders Center from the hospital campus to this build-

ing on Farmington Road in Livonia.

Study: We're good on flossing

According to the new-
ly released “Look Who's
Flossing” Survey by
DenTek, a company that
sells oral care products,
Metro Detroit has a lot
to smile about. The area
ranks third out of 20 cit-
ies surveyed about floss-
ing in a study conducted
by an independent mar-
keting research firm in
January. Just over 40
percent of those polled
in the Detroit area
reported that they floss
at least once a day.

Detroit-area residents
are the fourth most like-
ly in the nation to floss
because it is good for
their overall health
(41 percent). Equal-
ly as practical, Detroit
flossers are No. 1 in the
nation for flossing in
their home bathroom.

“We commissioned
this consumer opin-
ion survey to drill down
into flossing habits and
behaviors in Ameri-
ca’s biggest cities,” said

Charlotte Havely, vice
president of market-
ing for DenTek. “About
35 percent of people we
talked to are frequent
flossers, whxch is very
encouraging.”

The survey's best cit-
ies for flossing are:

Best flossers:

1. Los Angeles

2. Boston

3. Detroit
4. Miami/Ft. Lauder-
dale

S. Atlanta

Worst flossers:

1. Cleveland

2. Seattle/Tacoma

3. Dallas/Ft. Worth

4. San Francisco/San
Jose

5. Chicago

So why not floss?
Twenty-seven percent
of individuals said they
just don’t think about
it. One in 10 individu-
als who responded to the
survey also said they
never floss.

Three quarters of
flossers reported floss-

ing in their home bath-
room, but 11 percent
said they will floss any-
where. Thirty-seven per-
cent said they floss for.
overall health; 25 per-
cent said they do it
because it’s recommend-
ed by their dentist or
hygienist; 19 percent
floss because it pro-
tects their dental invest-
ments.

“Health benefits usu-
ally come to mind when
it comes to flossing, but
more and more people
are starting to under-
stand the money sav-
ings aspect, too. If you
take care of your teeth,

by brushing and flossing

regularly, you can allevi-
ate pain down the road,
in your mouth and your
wallet,” said Havely.
Mizzouri, LLC, con-
ducted the survey of
20 majot metropolitan
areas in the U.S. to learn
more about consum-
er views on flossing and
oral care.

St. Mary Mercy has offered
sleep services since 1998. The

Sleep Disorders Center is accred-

campus to the Heritage Commons
complex, 14600 Farmington Road,
suite 101 in Livonia. That's about
two miles from its previous loca-

The new location doubles the
size of the Sleep Disorders Center
and has increased the number of
private rooms from four to six.

At the Open House, visitors can
tour the new building, meet staff
and learn more about its services.

Board of Sleep Medicine special-
izing in critical care, pulmonary
medicine and neurology.

The center treats many sleep
disorders, including obstructive
sleep apnea, insomnia, restless leg
syndrome, narcolepsy, night ter-
rors, and REM sleep behavior dis-
order.

Sleep studies are offered every
day. Call (734) 6554640 from 9
a.m.-S p.m. Monday-Friday to
schedule an appointment. Patients
can be referred by their doctor or
may call for more information.

MEDICAL DATEBOOK

March

The event is sponsored by Farmington
Area C on Aging, the City of

BLOOD DRIVE

St. Valentine Church will hold a blood
drive, 8 a.m.-1:45 p.m. in the school
gymnasium, 25875 Hope, Redford. For
more information contact Cecil Gal-
lagher at cgallredcrblooddrive@gmail.
com.

. BLOOD PRESSURE MANAGE-
MENT

Susan Stiegerwalt, MD, a nephrologist
on staff at Providence and Providence
Park Hospitals, will talk about keep-
ing blood pressure under control, 6-7
p.m. Tuesday, March 19 in the Fisher
Auditorium at the hospital, 22255
Greenfield, Southfield. Includes a free
blood pressure screening. Call (888)
751-5465.

HEALTH SCREENING

Get free balance, blood pressure, body
mass index (BMI), hearing, height

and weight, lung function, memory,
and vision testing at Project Healthy
Living, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Eriday, March 22,
at the Costick Center, 28600 11 Mile,

Farmington Hills. Enter through Door

A. Bone density screenings will run
from 9:30 a.m.-noon. For nominal fees,
blood testing and analysis ($5-§50)

and ultrasounds measuring blockage
of the arteries and EKGs of the heart
($25 to $199) also will be available.

Farmington Hills Senior Division, and.
Botsford Hospital. For more informa-
tion or to pre-register and pay for

the tests and services you want, visit
http://projecthealthyliving.org. Or call
(248) 473-1830.

JOINT REPLACEMENT

The Center for Joint Replacement at.
St. Mary Mercy Hospital offers free
monthly educational seminars with
orthopedic surgeons and expert staff
who will answer your questions,
discuss joint pain, joint replacement
procedures, and available implant op-
tions. An upcoming session is 6-8 p.m.
Wednesday, March 27 with Jeffrey
Mendelson, MD. All meetings are held
in Classroom 10 at the hospital, locat-
ed on Five Mile and Levan in Livonia.
Register by calling (734) 655-2345.
LUPUS SUPPORT

The Michigan Lupus Foundation will
hold a support group meeting 7-8:30
p.m. Wednesday, March 27, at the
Livonia Civic Center Library, 32777 Five
Mile, Livonia.

The meeting is designed to assist indi-
viduals with lupus and their family and
friends to get connected with each
other and to get a better understand-
ing of the disease and how to fight it.
For more information visit milupus.org
or call (800) 705-6677.

Dbrross's @Horsices

« Wednesday, March 13
* Wednesday, April 17
6-8 p.m.
Roma Banquets
32550 Cherry Hill Road
Garden City, MI 48135
Saturday, March 23rd o
1 4 GISTER Paul R. Makela, MD
REGI Medicaf Director
H 2 NOW! Gynecological
ivonia Branc e
E Registration Is St. Mary Mercy Hospital
required. .
37401 Plymouth Road Please cal
734-655-1980. Do you suffer from pelvic pain?:
(SW Corner of Newburgh & Plymouth) i : - Do you need fo use fhe baihroom
more than eight times a day?
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A cover letter serves a spe-
cific purpose in the hiring pro-
cess. While potential employers
can turn to your résumé to see
your work experience, a cover
letteris an introduction to who
you are and why the prospec-
tive employer should invite you
in for an interview.

Handshakes are another form
ofintroduction, so think ofyour
cover letter as a handshake.
While you may think you're of-
fering a warm handshake, your
cover letter could actually be
strong-arming you out of a job.
Take this quiz to find out what
type of handshake your cover
letter is most associated with
and the impression it’s gi
to potential employers:

1. Your cover letter’s
opening sentence is:

A. “Iwant to tell you why you
should hire me for this open po-
sition at your company.”

B.“I'minterestedin the open
position at your company and
would like to submit my job
qualifications.”

C. “Iwas surprised to hear of
the open position at your com-
pany and was hoping you could
look at my résumé if or when
you get a chance.”

2. Ifyou're currently
employed, do you
mention your job in
your cover letter?

A. Yes, T explain that my cur-
rent job should pay better, and
I'm interested in receiving a
better title or promotion.

B. Yes, Irelate my currentjob
to the open position and ex-
plain why I'm ready to assume

-

more responsibilities.
C. No, I don't want the hiring

company to think I'm not ready
to leave my currentjob.

3. Your experience
matches about 90
percent of the job
requirements. Do

you address the
requirement you don’t
meet in your cover
letter?

A. Sort of. I'tell them how ex-
perienced and smart I am and
how impressed my past boss
was with how quickly T picked
things up.

B. No. I address the require-
ments I do meet and include
my relevant experience; I can

mention the other
if I get asked aboutitin a later
interview.

C. Yes. I pointout thatIdon't
know how to doitand sayIhope
Igetthe chance to learn it.

4. Where in your cover
letter do you write
about the company of
interest?

A. Briefly in the middle; most
of the room was used for boast-
ing about my qualifications and
why I'm the best choice.

B. After the introduction
paragraph about my interest
and experience, I write a short
paragraph about why I admire
the company and the values I
share with it.

C. Most of the cover letter is
about them. I only included a
few sentences about why I'd be
lucky to work there.'

5. How do you end your

cover letter?

A. Thank you for your time,
and I know you'll make the
right choice.

B. Thank you for your time,
and I look forward to hearing
from you.

C. Thank you for your time,
and it'd be so incredible to hear
from you.

RESULTS

Mostly A's: Death-grip
handshake

Being assertive and confi-
dent are great qualities, but
you're coming on too strong. If
your cover letter were a hand-
shake, you'd break a few bones
with that death grip. Keep your
cover letter balanced with the
qualities that would make you a
great pick for the job as well as
why you're interested in work-
ing there. You want to build a

relationship with the potential
employer, not muscle them into
a decision.

Mostly B’s: Confident
and approachable
handshake

You may be getting a call
for an interview soon, because
your cover letter made a great
first impression, just like a
confident and approachable
handshake. You clearly under-
stand what it takes to write a
great cover letter: expressing a
genuineinterestin the position
and the company and relating
your past experience to the new
role. By presenting yourself as.
a strong candidate, you set the
stage for a more in-depth con-
versation about if the job is a
good fitfor both parties.

Mostly C's: Dead-fish
handshake

You'll need to muster up
more courage in your cover
letter, because your writing is
the equivalent of a cold, limp
handshake. It's wonderful that
you're impressed by the busi-
ness and you're trying to be
polite, but that won't help the
hiring manager understand
who you are and why you're a
good fit. A cover letteris an in-
troduction, but it's also a tool
to help the company make an
informed hiring decision. Focus
on the key points that company
should know about you — why
should they hire you over eve-
rybody else?

Susan Rickeris a writer and
blogger for CareerBuilder.

com and its job blog, The Work
Buzz. She researches and writes
about job search strategy, career
‘management, hiring trends and
workplace issues.
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Car Report

Advertising Feature

C-Max is achieving Ford’s goal: Taking b1g bite out of hybnds

Ford’s new C-Max hy-
brids are achieving the
corporate aim of eat-
ing into the dominance
of Toyota Prius in the
segment, so Ford is
doubling down with an
extension of the popu-
lar TV-advertising cam-
paign that launched the vehicle.

Ford’s share of the U.S. hybrid mar-
ket grew by nearly 9 percentage points
between December 2011 and December
2012, mostly from the October launch of
(-Max, the company said, while Toyota's
share of hybrids dropped by 8 percentage
points even though last year was the first
complete year on the market for the com-
pany’s expanded line of Prius models.

Additionally, initial sales data show
that C-Max is stealing hybrid sales away
from other brands at an impressive clip:
Its conquest rate is about 64 percent,
with Prius and the Honda CR-V.ranking
as the top nameplates abandoned by cus-
tomers in favor of C-Max.

“We clearly sought to go head-to-head
with Prius” in introducing C-Max, Ford's
first nameplate reserved only for electri-
fied vehicles, C.J. 0'Donnell, marketing
and strategy manager for Ford Electrified
Vehicles, told me. “C-Max is, all around,
justa better car.”

By Dale Buss

To that end, of course, Ford's first ads
for C-Max last fall made direct compari-
sons in fuel economy, passenger roomi-
ness and other areas with Prius V, the
slightly larger version of Prius that Toyo-
taintroduced last year.

Soon, C-Max advertising — retaining
the “La Linea” character introduced in

its first spot — will pivot to some playful
poetry readings designed to highlight C-
Max features. C-Max pops up in the new
ABC reality cooking show The Taste afid
will be a key part of challenges on the
March 8 episode. The car also will be vis-
ible this season in the course of Ford's
regular sponsorship of American Idol oy
Fox.

“Unlike typical launches, we're going
to continue to invest in 2013 in C-Max
to extend the launch,” 0'Donnell said.
“Spending in media and creative and on
grass-roots efforts will remain strong for’
nine to 12 months since the introduc-
tion rather than the typical three to six
months.”

¥

0'Donnell said that Ford is encouraged
by the fact that the C-Max Hybrid and the
C-Max Energi plug-in hybrid, launched
at the same time, have been helping the
company exceed its usual market share
in important electrified-vehicle markets
such as California.

At the same time, about one-third of
C-Max sales are occurring in the Midwest,
typically among the worst markets for
hybrids — but, of course, the historical

strength of the
Ford franchise.
“Leading with
this  technology
is a great entree
to markets where
we're striving to
improve share, on
the East and West
coasts, but it’s
great to be able
to use it to retain
our strength in
the Midwest also,”
0Donnell said.

0'Donnell said that one of the most

Sgratifying aspects of the sales patterns

for C-Max so far is that the car has been
able to steal significant numbers of cus-
tomers who owned CR-V, Honda’s compact
SUV. “It's packaged with enough versatil-
ity to compete with that segment,” he
noted.

In fact, within the Ford brand, many
(=Max buyers migrate down in size from
previous versions of Escape and Escape
Hybrid — even though there’s a signifi-
cantly refreshed new Escape SUV availa-

Ford’s C-Max is taking a bite out of Prius sales in the hybrid

le now — as well as move from
the Ford Focus compact sedan.

While Toyota has focused its
electrified-vehicle efforts on
conventional hybrids, and Gen-
eral Motors has emphasized its
Chevrolet Volt plug-in hybrid,
after a long and unspectacular
record of offering convention-
al-hybrid versions of some of
its most popular conventional
models Ford has begun deter-
minedly fielding a wide variety
of new electrified vehicles. At

Battery packs for C-Max come together at Ford’s plant in Rawsonville.

this point they include not only the two
C-Max models butalso the Focus Electric.

“As a company, we're now second [in
electrified vehicles] and pecking at
Toyota because of the range of our prod-
ucts,” 0'Donnell said. “We don’t have a
single entry that we're trying to put all
our weight behind. We provide choices
to customers in what electrified product
best suits their driving styles and per-
sonal needs.”

Still, about 70 percent of electrified ve-
hicles sold by Ford this year will be con-
ventional hybrids, he said; about 25 per-
centwill be C-Max or Focus Energi plug-in
hybrids; and the remaining 5 percent will
be Focus Electric.

Ford accelerated its plans for C-Max as.
it reported that its U.S. February sales
grew nine percent with 195,822 vehicles
sold. That marked Ford’s best February
sales in six years — with cars up six per-
cent, utilities up 21 percent and trucks up
four percent.
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