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Local news
on the go

Did you know that
Hometownlife.com,
the online home of the
(Canton Observer has a
mobile site that brings
the latest news to your

~ smart phone?

Just navigate to
Hometownlife.com
from a mobile device
for updates through-
out the day. The site
brings you all the
news as soon as it
hits the web. Break-
ing crime stories, local
prep sports scores and
features about Canton
that you won't read
anywhere else are all
available on your mo-
bile device at Home-
townlife.com.

.United Way
meets

The Plymouth Com-
munity United Way
holds its 2013 annual
meeting and awards
presentation 7:30-9
a.m. Friday, March 15,
at Comcast, 41112 Con-
cept Drive, Plymouth.

The public is wel-
come. The morning
begins with network-
ing and a continental
breakfast, followed by
the meeting at 8 a.m.
The purpose of the
meeting is to elect new
board members and
officers, and includes
reports on the organi-
zation’s 2012 finances
and programs. PCUW
Board of Directors
Chairman Paul Hood
recognizes contribu-
tors with Platinum,
Gold, Silver and Bronze
awards as well as those
for Community Service.

To RSVP, call Cindy
Bumgardner at (734)
453-6879, ext. 2, or
email to cindy.bum-
gardner@pcuw.org
by Friday, Feb. 22. For
more information, visit
www.plymouthunited-
way.org.

Trash time

Although Canton’s
Administration Build-
ing will be closed for
the Presidents’ Day
holiday Monday, Feb.
18, Canton Waste Re-
cycling will still collect
refuse and recycling.
The holiday will not
delay CWR'’s collection
schedule.

All refuse and recy-
«cling must be placed at
the curb by 6:30 a.m. to
ensure pickup.

For questions or
more information on
solid waste collection,
Visit www.canton-
mi.org or call CWR at
(734) 397-5801.

PRICE: $1 o
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P-C students top
state on MEAP scores

By Brad Kadrich
Staff Writer

Scores posted by Plymouth-
Canton students on the MEAP
test have historically been high-
er than state averages in all
grades and on all tests.

Scores for 2012 were no differ-
ent.

For more in-depth scores go
to the Michigan Department of
Education website at www.mich-

Complete local MEAP scores, A6.

igan.gov/mde.

Plymouth-Canton students
bested the state averages, in
some cases by a wide margin,
in all seven grades and on all 18
tests taken last fall.

Plymouth-Canton math scores.
were between 19 and 30 points.
higher than the stage averag-
es, while reading scores were
at least 9 percent higher than

state scores.

Jeanne Farina, the district’s
assistant supenntendent for
instructional services, said the
success was indicative of the
quality of the teachers and the
students,

“I thinkit’s attributed to our
outstanding teachers and the
educational quality of Plymouth-
Canton schools,” Farina said.
“We're committed to student

learning in all subject areas. It's

one of the many ways, and many
forms of data, that we use to
evaluate how our instructional
decisions impact student learn-

Scores were made public Mon-
day by the Michigan Department
of Education. The tests were
administered last fall.

Farina was particularly hap-
py with students’ performance

Please see MEAP, A6

Valentine adventure

Canton couple on
a 70-year journey

Church in Detroit. Rod-

Every Valentine’s Day now 87, had no idea the
is a day to celebrate love.  journey that began on
But this Valentine’s Day a snowy February day
is a little sweeter for a would take them through
Canton couple who cele- a military deployment,
brated their 70th wedding  the birth of eight chil-
anniversary justone day dren,a job managing
earlier. abed and breakfast on

Irma Perpignon said,“I ~ Mackinac Island and a
do,” to Rodney Kujat on stint as Santa and Mrs.
Feb. 13,1943, at Our Lady ~ Claus for the Canton-
Gate of Heaven Catholic  based Keller & Stein Flo-

By Darrell Clem mond engagement ring
Staff Writer as he plans a Valentine's
Day marriage proposal.
Canton jewelers, flo- Haggerty didn’t divulge
rists and restaurants the customer’s name;
are cashing in for Val- these jewelers do know
entine’s Day as Cupid how to keep a secret.
draws back his bow and Across town, Keller &
aims aromantic arrow at  Stein Florist employees
lovestruck couples across  raced against the love
the township. clock as “hundreds and
Showroom of Elegance hundreds” of custom-
sales professional Felicia  ers placed orders for ros-
Haggerty said one Canton es, orchids, tulips, daf-
'man spent $2,800 on a dia-  fodils and other flow-

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Carol Gonella assembles a display of flowers at Keller & Stein.

Cupid 1s cash cow
for local businesses

ers, said store manag-
er and designer Roberta
itchard.

“We will have custom-
ers calling up until 6
o'clock the night (of Val-
entine’s Day) in a panic,”
she said. “By far, roses
are the big deal”

Gearing up
Pritchard gave a tour
Tuesday of Keller & Stein

ney, now 91, and Irma,

Please see COUPLE, A2

Irma and Rodney Kujat with their son Thomas (far left)

Please see CUPID, A2

and daughter Nancy (far right).
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Local Catholics note ‘time of transition’

By Matt Jachman
Staff Writer

Catholics in western Wayne
County joined many around
the world this week in express-
ing shock over the resignation
of Pope Benedict XVI, and won-
der over who will next lead their
church.

Pope Benedict, 85, the spiritu-

Home Equity Loans
Made Easier

Rates as low as

al leader of the world's approxi-
mately 1.2 billion Roman Catho-
lics, announced Monday that he
will step down on Thursday, Feb.
28, saying he no longer has the
strength to properly carry out
his duties. It will be the first time
since 1415 that a pope has relin-
quished the office.

“I don't see how anybody could
not be surprised. He alluded to

it a few times, and a bit more
frequently recently, but when
something doesn’t happen for
600 years and then it does, you
have to be surprised,” said the
Rev. Tom Slowinski, pastor at
St. Thomas a’ Becket in Canton
Township. “Certainly no one was
expecting it.”

‘“You never expect something
like that to happen,” said Steven

Monaghan, a lay pastoral associ-
ate at Our Lady of Good Counsel
in Plymouth Township. “The leg-
acy has been it has been a posi-
tion held for life.”

Pope Benedict, the former
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, was
selected to lead the church after
Pope John Paul II died in 2005

Please see CATHOLICS, A3
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coolers filled with flow-
ers, especially roses of
all colors — red, yel-

low, pink, white, laven-
der, blue, orange. She pre-
fers the esperance rose, a
blend of pink and white.

“This is a oft rose,”
she said, “and it opens up
really big.”

Restaurants rang-
ing from Antonio’s Cuci-
na Italiana to Hayden's
Grill & Bar to Real Bar-
BQ geared up for one of
the busiest dining-out
nights of the year. This
year marked Real Bar-
BQ’s first Valentine’s Day
at Ford and Lilley roads
in Canton.

“I think we'll see a lot
of couples for Valentine's
Day. It's geared toward
couples,” general manag-
er Jim Pinion said.

Real BarBQ was among
the Canton eateries offer-
ing specials throughout
the Valentine’s Day week-
end whether couples plan
to dine in or carry out.

‘Tuesday morning,
Showroom of Elegance,
on Canton Center north
of Ford, had been busy as
customers shopped for
gifts such as sterling sil-
ver or 14-carat gold Pan-
dora beads — some of
them heart-shaped — for
bracelets.

“We're in the mood for
love here at the Show-
room of Elegance,” Hag-
gerty said with a smile.

.
PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Felicia Haggerty and Sharon Hamel sell a lot of Pandora

jewelry this time of year at Showroom of Elegance.

Busiest day

Some Pandora beads
had the tiny words “I
love you” engraved, and
employee Sharon Hamel
showed a mother-daugh-

Roberta Pritchard and her favorite, esperance roses.

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, February 14, 2013 m

ter bead with a two-sided

on the floor so they could

makes for a lot of deliver-

red heart, Sapphire and adorn it with red heart- ies, many of them made
tanzanite beads also are shaped valentines. to workplaces where
popular. “Valentine’s Day is our flower recipients can
“Pandora beads are the  single busiest day of the show off their flowers.
hottest right now,” Hag- year,” Pritchard said, “A lof of people want
gerty said. with the Mother’s Day their flowers delivered
Showroom also had a rush being spread across  to businesses,” Pritchard.
man’s watch with a heart-  more days. said. “They want to make
shaped face. Pritchard said Keller &  an impression.”
Keller & Stein, at Mich-  Stein was handling orders
igan Avenue and Lil- from 78
ley, had an arch-shaped across a wide swath of (313) 222-2238
Christmas tree they kept  southeast Michigan. That Twitter: @CantonObserver
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Sumimnit on the Park Invites ALL Canton Residents!

Join Us For a
1%t Healthy Fun FREE Day

2013 ¢ 5:30 a.m. - 10pm.
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Fitness Center, Indoor Track
Gymnasium, Racquetball Court (byippl)
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ON THE PARK

Zumba

Kickboxing

46000 Summxt Parkway ¢ Canton, MI 48188
734/394 5460

summitonthepark.org

Full Assistance with
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene
in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired,
FraillRecovering & Alzheimer’s residents

* Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates
* 24 Hour Professional Staffing

* Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free

* 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day

* On-Call Nurse Practitioner

* Medication Management

* Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

* Beauty & Barber Shop

* Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
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8121 Lilley Road
Canton, Michigan 48187
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rist's annual Christmas
celebration.

Irma remembers the
wedding well.

“World War II was in
progress and many of the
things you needed for the
wedding you just couldn't
get because of ration-
ing,” she said. “We saved
ration points so I could
buy my wedding shoes.
Rodney’s father got us a
ham, on the black mar-
ket, to feed the wedding

ests.”

The wedding recep-
tion was held at Irma’s
home in Detroit and she
recalled there was so
much snow that after-
noon that the wedding
guests had to push each
other’s cars down the
side street onto the main
street. The couple honey-
mooned in Chicago. Rod-
ney recalls quite vivid-
ly the cab ride from the
train station.

“We got in the cab and
rode for miles until we
got to our hotel,” Rodney
said. “The next morning,
we looked out the hotel
window and there was the
train station, right across
the street.”

Their first child,
Michael, was born in
March 1944 and, on April
25, Rodney said good-bye
to his bride and his one-
month-old son and headed
to boot camp at the Great
Lakes Naval Base in Illi-
nois. He served in the U.S.
Navy on an LST (Landing
Ship, Tank) until he was
honorably discharged at
the end of World War II.

He returned to his pre-
vious position as a jour-
neyman diemaker at Ford
Motor Co., eventually tak-
ing a position with Gen-
eral Motors, where he
worked as a diemaker
with the Cadillac Motor
Car Division until his
retirement in 1976. In the
interim years, the cous
ple had seven addition-
al children. In addition

Irma and Rodney Kujat on their wedding day, Feb. 13, 1943.

to Michael, they are the
proud parents of Thomas,
Theresa, Suzanne, Mary
Anne, Janet, Nancy and
Jonathon.

After Rodney’s retire-
ment, the couple moved
to Lexington, Mich. In
the summers, they man-
aged Metivier Inn, a bed
and breakfast on Macki-
nac Island. They unoffi-
cially retired again in the
early 1990s after running
the bed and breakfast for
anumber of years.

At that time, they
moved to Wayne.

“We loved Lexington,
where many of my rel-
atives lived, but at that
time in our lives we want-
ed to be closer to our
adult children and grand-
chlldren, ‘who were most-
ly hvmg in the Detroit

" Irma said.

W)thm a few years,
Irma, who had always
loved plants and garden-
ing, got a job working
at Keller & Stein Green-

house in Canton. When
Keller & Stein needed a
couple to play Santa and
Mrs. Claus atits holi-

day open house, Irma and
Rodney were a natural
choice. “I really enjoyed
meeting all the kids and
their parents,” Rodney
said,

Ias! August, the couple
moved into an apartment
at Waltonwood at Cherry
Hill in Canton.

“My family has been
truly blessed that my par-
ents have been able to
live out the commitment
they made 70 years ago
when they vowed to have
and to hold each other,
for better or for worse,
for richer, for poorer, in
sickness and in health,”
said Nancy, their young-
est daughter, now S5.
“Their enduring love is
a lasting legacy for their
eight children and their
spouses, as well as their
21 grandchildren and 20
great-grandchildren.”

REGISTER
NOW!
Registration is
required.
Please call
734-655-1980.

Refreshments
and giveaways.

| stmarymercy.org

ST. MARY MERCY

PWsrreors's Hornicos

+ Wednesday, March 13
« Wednesday, April 17
6-8 p.m.

Roma Banquets

32550 Cherry Hill Road
Garden City, MI 48135

Featured Speaker:
Paul R. Makela, MD
Medical Director
Gynecological
Robotic Surgery,

st. Mary Mercy Hospital

Do you suffer from pelvic pain?

Do you need fo use the bathroom
more than eight times a day?

Do you have unusually heavy periods?
You are not alone. Approximately.
one-third of US, women will have @
pelvic health problem by age 60.
These conditions become more
common with age. Pregnancy,
childbirth or being overweigh!
can strefch and weaken

muscles that support

your pelvic organs. =2
Dr. Makela will
discuss pelvic

health, symptoms,
diagnosis and
freatment options. N,

N
The daVinc* Surgical System
s a sopnisticated robofic
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Elizabeth “Biz” Maher and fiance Nicholas Gallo are exclted about Maher’s acceptance into the University of Michigan’s
Alternative Spring Break program.

Canton woman spends spring
break preserving history

By Darrell Clem
Staff Witer

Canton resident Eliza-
beth “Biz” Maher grew
up watching classic moy-
ies such as “Rebecca,”
“Singin’ in the Rain” and
those beach party mov-
ies that portrayed college
students escaping for sun
and fun during spring
break.

Apparently she didn’t
take the beach films to
heart.

Rather than tanning
in Florida or sipping
margaritas in Mexico,
Maher has been accepted
through her University of
Michigan master’s degree

Elizabeth “Biz” Maher, with fiance Nicholas Gallo, is on'her

to www.crowdrise.com/
informationaccessandlit-

studies for an

Spring Break (ASB) pro-
gram to work March 4-8
at New York City’s Paley
Center for Media.

Her weeklong stint pre-
serving media-related
information from tele-
vision, radio and print
media just might be
a springboard for her
dream of working in film
preservation at the Uni- .
versity of California Los
Angeles Film & Televi-
sion Archive.

Wouldn'’t that be a clas-
sic?

“I would love to work
there,” said Maher, who
got her nickname “Biz”
during a fifth-grade
camp. “The camp coun-
selor was Big Biz. I got
the name Little Biz.”

Mabher, 27, is on one of
five U-M teams givena
fare opportunity, and col-
lectively they hope to
raise $25,000 to offset
the university’s costs to
keep the ASB program
going for future students.
Maher alone is trying
to raise just $1,000, and
it's along web link, but
donors may help by going

her.

Her fiance, Nicholas
Gallo, said he is proud
of the Canton native he
plans to marry in Octo-

“Her hard word, self-
lessness and dedication
make me proud to get to
call her my wife soon,”
Gallo said. “I'm proud
of her fundraising, I'm
proud of her giving back,
and I'm proud of her
character. She inspires
me to be better, and I
hope she does the same
to her fellow students
at U of M and in New
York City. I can’t wait to
spend the rest of our lives
together.”

Maher earned her U-
M undergraduate degree
in screen arts and cul-
ture and worked for three
years in Hollywood on
pre- and post-production
for movies such as “Bur-
lesque,” “Warrior,” inde-
pendent films and the
yet-unreleased “Ker-
osene Cowboys” with
Mario Van Peebles. She
worked for ICO VFX, a
visual effects company.

way to New York for a ane-week Alternative Spring Break
at the Paley Center for Media.

Maher returned to U-
M to earn her master’s
degree in science and
information, specializing
in areas such as preser-
vation of information and
archive management. She
wants to help preserve
film and television.

“I am such a classic
movie buff,” she said.
“That’s what I grew up
loving and watching.”

Mabher is busy trying
to attain her goals. She’s
taking five classes and
workmg two U-M jobs,
one in the visual resourc-
es collection for the His-
tory of Art Department
and another in the Donald
Hall Collection within the
Screen Arts & Cultures
program.

She somehow finds time
to plan her Oct. 5 wed-
ding to Gallo, whom she
met while they were vol-
unteering for the Turn-
er Classic Movies film
festival at the TCL Chi-
nese Theatre, former-
ly Grauman’s Chinese
Theatre. The landmark
draws an estimated four
million people a year and
is fronted by a Chinese
pagoda and the hand and
footprints of famous film

CATHOLICS

Continued from page A1

after nearly 26 years as
pope. Pope Benedlct 's
successor will be cho-
sen, perhaps as early as
March, by church car-
dinals from around the
world who are under the
age of 80.

Time of transition
“It’s really going to be
an interesting time of
transition for the Catholic
church. Itll be interest-
ing to see who is select-
ed as the next pope,” said
Brian Broderick, a mem-
ber at Good Counsel.
“Who knows who that
new leader is going to
be? It's going to be a sit-
uation where we don’t
know," said the Rev. Ron
Richards, pastor at St.
John Neumann in Can-
ton. “What our prayers
have to be is that the
Holy Spirit is acting in
the hearts of those men
\\ ho are choosing the new

blnwm:kl and Richards

expressed admiration for
the pope's decision to step
down.

“It shows his human-
ity,” Slowinski said.
“You've got to be strong
to admit weakness, to say
on the world stage, ‘Hey,
1 just can’t do this, and
you're better served with
someone more energetic.’
Personally I think that's
his legacy.”

“] think it's a very hum-
ble thing the Holy Father
is doing. The easy thing
would be for him to stay
until he passed away,
because that's what's
been done for 600 years,”
said Richards.

Follows a legend

Several people also
agreed Pope Benedict
had a tough act to follow
in John Paul II, who trav-
eled widely, was beloved
around the world and was
credited with being help-
ing end the Soviet Union's
domination of Eastern
Europe.

“I think he did a very
good job filling that void
that was left,” Slowins-

ki said of Pope Benedict.
“You're following a leg-
end.”

“He just has a differ-
ent personality, I think,
than (Pope John Paul II),
who seemed to be more
open to traveling around
the world. It's just a dif-
ferent style,” said Brod-
erick. “It should be a time
of great excitement for
the church.”

Monaghan said he
doesn’t put much stock
in “prognosticators” who
are “throwing out their
opinions" about who will
be the next pope. Of the
209 Catholic cardinals
throughout the world,
just'over half are eligi-
ble to vote to choose a

ope.

“This is at such a high-
er spiritual level,”
Monaghan said. “God
Kknows who the next pope
is going to be, and I know
that divine decision will
be placed in the hears of
each and every one of
those cardinals.”

mjachman@hometownlife com
a13)222:2405

stars captured in cement.
Maher’s and Gallo’s

work shifts overlapped

when they met in April

“Meeting Biz was
like the meet-cute in a
move,” Gallo, a Nebras'
ka native, sai she

changed my life forever.

Since moving to Michi-
gan with Biz, I've seen
her continue to change
not only my life, but
those around her for the
better.”

Sounds like a script for
amovie, one that Maher
Jjust might someday pre-
serve for history:

ddlem@hometownlife.com
(313)222-2238
Twitter: @CantonObserver

School district
finalizes bond try

By Brad Kadrich
Staff Writer

The Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education Tues-
day finalized the lan-
guage it will use in seek-
ing a $114.4 million bond
in May, and got one more
favorable vote than it did
a week earlier.

Long-time board mem-
ber Judy Mardigian, the
board’s vice president
who last week said seek-
ing the bond with so little
time to sell it to the com-
munity was a mistake,
switched positions this
week, siding with presi-
dent John Barrett, secre-
tary Adrienne Davis and
treasurer Sheila Paton in
a 5-2 vote that solidified
the decision and autho-
rized the district’s bond
attorneys to file ballot
language.

The decision means
Plymouth-Canton vot-
ers will be asked May 7 to
approve the $114 million
bond which will, among.
other things, be used to
build a new middle school
in Canton, replace the
district’s aging bus fleet
and provide enough tech-
nology to eventually out-
fit each of the district’s
more than 18,000 stu~
dents with their own digi-
tal devices.

Mardigian said she
changed her vote because
she wanted to signal her’
support of the overall
bond package. Her “no”
last week, she said, was
simply her statement
about the lack of time to
promote the bond.

“T've always said I'm
solidly behind the bond,
(but) when asked wheth-
er I wanted to go with
May versus another date,
1 didn’t want to do that. I
thought we needed more
time,” Mardigian said.

“(When) it was clear it

was going to go through, T

wanted to make stire peo-

ple know I'm behind the
ond.

“I don’t have concerns
about the package,” she
added. “It’s a really good
package and a fantastic
opportunity for the com-
munity to improve their
schools. T hope we're
going to be successful.”

If the bond passes, con-
struction would start
on the new building this
summer, with the new
school ready for students
at the beginning of the
2015/16 school year.

The bus plan would
replace some 10 per-
cent of buses per year as
they reach 10 years old
or 150,000 miles over the
next 10 years, while the
technology plan — which
will provide a device to
every student and teach-
er in the district — will be
implemented over a five-
year span.

Some trustees want-
ed to wait for the fall to
go for the bond, but Bro-
die Killian, the district’s
executive director for
business services, said
the district would only
be able to sell $80 million
in bonds without raising.
taxes. As it is, the district
will forego a scheduled
decrease in the debt levy
to pay for the bond.

Trustees Mark Hor-
vath and Mike Maloney
repeated last week’s votes
against the bond. Malo-
ney said last week there
are still too many ques-
tions. Horvath this week
said what he perceives as
alack of a solid plan for
selling and implementing
the bond kept him in the
“no” column.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222.8899

Macy'’s Optical
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+ all frames
« all lenses
« all lens options

%
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Convenient eye examt appointments available.
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Walmart assault
Canton police are investigating
reports of a woman assaulting an

* employee of the Walmart store on

Michigan Avenue west of Belleville
Road after during a retail fraud inci-
dent that occurred about 2:30 p.m. Sat-
urday.

Police sent to the store after receiv-
ing reports of a 58-year-old intoxicat-
ed woman who concealed merchan-
dise and tried to flee from employees
before she fell near the exit, a police
report said. An employee tried to help
the woman up, but she grabbed the
worker by the hair and dragged her
toward the parking lot, pulling out
some of her hair in the process, the
report said.

The suspect was seen getting into a
green Ford Taurus and striking two
other vehicles as she fled.

A police investigation revealed the
woman had a Saline address, but a man
who lived there told police the suspect
no longer was a resident at the loca-
tion. Police learned the suspect also
is wanted in Pittsfield Township for a
January incident involving retail fraud
and fleeing and eluding authorities.

Identity theft

A Canton woman applying for an

apartment was shocked to learn
she was denied because of her credit
score, which apparently was lowered
after she became a victim of identity.
theft, a police report said.

The 25-year-old woman, who has

been living on Creeks Bend northwest
of Geddes and Canton Center, noti-

fied police last Thursday after she
received the denial. She checked her
credit score online and found numer-
ous items in her name that had been
turned over to a collections agency,
even though she hadn't purchased the
items herself.

Car theft

A 29-year-old woman told police her

2006 Ford Focus was stolen from
her residence in the Sherwood Village
mobile home community southeast of
Michigan Avenue and Haggerty roads.
She said the car was stolen sometime
prior to 6 a.m. Feb. 5.

The woman told police she was
behind on her payments but had
received no notification or threat that
the vehicle was going to be repos-
sessed.

Dogs at large
Police went to Elmhurst, southeast
of Ford and Sheldon roads, and met
with the Varmint Police company on
reports of two dogs running loose in
the neighborhood. The company had
picked up the dogs on another occasion
earlier this month, a police report said.
Police met with the owner, who lived
on Elmhurst, and was told that the
dogs had apparently escaped from a
basement window she believed she
had repaired. The dogs were described
as a female pit bull and a male golden
retriever.
The owner was issued a citation for
having dogs at large.

— By Darrell Clem

000.

CRIME WATCH

Woman admits to shoplifting at
supermarket

An Ann Arbor woman told police that financial hard-
ship prompted her theft of cans of cat food, two pack-
ages of antacid tablets and a pair of reading glasses at
a Plymouth Township supermarket on Feb. 6.

e woman, 54, was confronted by the manager at
the Busch’s supermarket on Sheldon Road at Five
Mile after trying to exit the store without paying for
the‘items, according to a Plymouth Township Police
Department report. Police said the woman calmly
awaited their arrival at the store.

The manager told police that an employee had
altered him of the possible shoplifting, and then he fol-
lowed the woman for several minutes, watching as she
left without paying for the items. He confronted her in
the store vestibule.

The woman said she had been dropped off at the store
by a friend, police said. She said she had undergone
recent financial hardship and had just found a new job.

Police issued her a misdemeanor shoplifting ticket
with a Tuesday, Feb. 26, court date.

Fraud report

A township man reported Friday that his Social Secu-
rity number had been stolen recently.

The man told police he was filing his income taxes
via computer on Feb. 4 and was informed that his num-
ber had already been used in another filing.

He reported the incident to the Internal Revenue
Service, a police report said, and was told the agency
would investigate.

Car part stolen

The catalytic converter from a Chevrolet Cavalier
was stolen late Feb. 7 or early Feb. 8 as the car sat out-
side the Plymouth House Apartments, on Postiff Ave-
nue near Ann Arbor Road.

The owner told police the card had been parked
about 5 p.m. Feb. 7and the theft wad discovered about.
2 p.m. the next day.

Catalytic converters are valued by scrappers for the
precious metals inside.

— By Matt Jachman

Power Squadron offers
boating safety classes

It may be cold and The class includes basic
snowy, but for people boating safety, required
already thinking about equipment, rules of the

the boating season, now is
the time to get prepared.
With several new boat-
ing laws now in effect
that impact those who
boat or use person-
al watercraft on Mich-
igan waters, Dearborn
Sail and Power Squad-
ron, a local squadron of
the U.S. Power Squad-
rons, is offering a boat-
ing class at John Glenn
High School, 36105 Mar-
quette, Westland, begin-

road, state and local reg-
ulations, personal water-
craft operation, adverse
conditions, emergencies
and much more. PWC/
Proficiency Certificate
will be issued to passing
students. They run eight
weeks, with two addi-
tional weeks offered as
an option for those who
are interested in learning
some basics of charting.
More information can
be found at www.dear-

For more information on Kohi's commury Ging, vst Kotis.com/Cares. Kohi's Cares” cause merchandise @ a0t iitle for discounts
T8 2013 D Seuss Eerprise, L. Al Rghts Reseved. From Good Housekeeping [10g 5 s The Sal Crares. By Resuts et © 201
From Good Housekeeping Light & Helthy Cooking © 2012 by Hearst Communications, .

KOHLS

Cares;

10 Kids” Health andt

Another way to help kids!
Purchase Good Housekeeping
Light & Healthy Cooking or Drop

ning Feb. 25, and at Can-

ton High School, 8415 N.

Canton Center Road, Can-
inning Feb. 27.

born-squadron.org/educa-
tion.html, by calling (734)
434-5469, or emailing

.com.

5lbs. cookbook or Dr. Seuss ton,
notecards-only *5 eacht

o other promotionsl incentives.
0 by Hearst Communcatiors, .

expect great things'
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Diamond Castle Jewelers Remodeling Sale
with all in stock Vera Bradley 40% off

Shown: Double Zip Backpack in Canyon and Provencal
All Designer Jewelry 25 to 30% Off Excludes Loose Diamonds
Buy 3 Chamilia Beads Get 1 Free

Diamond Castle
Jewelers

Metro Detroit’s most trusted & recommended
jeweler & gold buyer.

39955 Grand River, Novi ® 248.442.2440 » www.diamondcastlejewelers.com
Showroom hours: Monday-Friday 10 am-7 pm; Saturday 10 am-5 pm
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Dancers step out for Valentine party

Dad's and daughters
from around the area put
on their dancing shoes
and stepped out together
for a fun Valentine's event
over the weekend at Can-
ton’s Summit on the Park.

This year's Butterfly
Ball: Annual Daddy/Daugh-
ter Dance, was spread
over two days to give as
many dads and daughters a
chance to dance their shoes
off as possible.

“The Daddy/Daugh-
ter Dance is a chance for
fathers and daughters to
dress up and enjoy a great
evening together,” said
Jennifer Provenzano, Can-
ton Recreation Special-

ist. “This event provides
a great way for young
ladies to strengthen their
relationships with their
fathers. This annual Val-
entine’s tradition is a cele-
bration of the special bond
fathers and grandfathers
have with their daughters
and granddaughters of all
ages.

“Itreally is a treasured
experience where dads
and daughters can cre-
ate special memories that
they’ll cherish forever,”
she added.

Dancers took advantage
of keepsake photos and
even had their faces painted
as part of the celebration.

-
Dave Cordon makes sure that daughter Mikaela's corsage

is just right. Mikaela is 8 years old.

the Summit in Canton.

Ken Van Such spins his twins, 8-year-olds Kenna and
Kaley, at Friday’s Butterfly Ball in the Summit on the Park.

the number of students tested.

PLYMOUTH-CANTON’S 2012 MEAP RESULTS
3RD GRADE
Math  Math  Reading Reading
*Met Included Met Included
2009 97% 1389 94% 1,389
2010 98% 1338 92% 1,336
2011 54% 1283 73% 1,283
2012 60% 1,189 80% 1,183
4TH GRADE
Math  Math  Reading Reading Writing Writing
Met Included Met Included Met Included
2009 97% 1423 90% 1,416 NA NA
2010 96% 1400  91% 1,398 61% 1,398
2011 63% 1,291 82% 1,268 57% 1,269
2012 66% 1239 .78% 1,229 70% 1,230
STH GRADE
Math  Math  Reading Reading Science Science
Met Included Met Included Met Included
2009 94% 1459 92% 1,457 92% 1,459
2010 93% 1,441 93% 1,436 89% 1,441
2011 69% 1350  83% 1335 2% 1,370
2012 72% 1264 81% 1,254 17% 1,313
6TH GRADE
Math  Math  Reading Reading S.Studies S.Studies
Met Included Met Included Met Included
2009 95% 1,381 94% 1,380 87% 1,385
2010 95% 1476 93% 1,472 88% 1,475
2011 69% 1,391 79% 1,381 5% 1,414
2012 71% 1305 80% 1,293 40% 1,351
7TH GRADE :
Math  Math  Reading Reading Writing Writing
Met Included Met Included Met Included
2009 93% 1415 91% 1,413 NA NA
2010 93% 1418 91% 1,415 66% 1,415
2011 61% 1,491 75% 1,479 66% 1,482
2012 65% 1359 77% 1,354 70% 1,354
8TH GRADE
Math  Math  Reading Reading Science Science
Met Included  Met Included Met Included
2009 89% 1423 91% 1,421 87% 1,423
2010 93% 1,411 90% 1,408 89% 1,410
2011 59% 1426 73% 1,419 22% 1,433
2012 59% 1480  77% 1,484 23% 1,512
9TH GRADE
s. Studies S. Studies
Met Included
2009 87% 1,647
2010 85% 1,597
2011 41% 1,566
2012 40% 1,631
*These results are for all buildings in the Plymouth-Canton district. The chart shows
the percentage of students who passed — meaning they “met” or exceeded standards
— by grade and subject for the 2009 through 2012 school years. “Included” indicates

Source: Michigan Department of Education

MEAP

Continued from page Al

in math, were scores at
nearly all tested grade
levels jumped 2- to 3-per-
cent.

She said teachers and
administrators have “pro-
vided intense” focus on
math, making a com-
mitment to raise math
scores

‘We've looked at pro-
fessional development
and areas we can really
hone in on in math where
we've maybe not done so

well (in the past),” Farina
said. “It’s starting to real-
ly pay off.”

Not all of the news was
good. District scores
dipped by several per-
centage points in some
areas compared to 2011
scores. Fourth-grade
reading was down 4 per-
cent, while fifth-grade
science scores were
down 6 percent and
sixth-grade social stud-
ies scores dropped S per-
cent.

Farina said the
dropoffs, while a rea-
son to look more close-

ly at those areas, are not
necessarily a cause for
alarm. Despite the drops,
those scores, she pointed
out, were still well above
state averages.

“It's not something
we're alarmed with
unless we start seeing a
downward trend in future
years,” she said. “For
now, we maintain the
course we've been setting
in our classrooms and
keep doing what we've
been doing.”

The dance was one of three over the weekend that gave
dads and daughters a chance to celebrate.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The feet were tappin’ and the joint was jumpin’ as dads and daughters took part in the annual Butterfly Ball Friday at

Butterfly Ball.

Keith Baum and 5-year-old daughter Sarah enjoyed the

Catholic high school for girls puts
emphasis on service, leadership

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Samantha Blewett, 16,
transferred from Lady-

wood High School in Livo-

nia to St. Catherine of Sie-
na Academy in Wixom.

“I transferred most-
ly for spiritual reasons,”
said Blewett, a SCA soph-
omore from Farmington
Hills. “l felt like I was at

home.”

The Catholic girls high
school on Napier south
of Grand River opened
in 2010 in temporary
quarters on Beck Road
just north of 1-96. Stu-
dents and staff moved to
the sparkling new build-
ing the next year, with
92 girls in ninth through
11th grades enrolled.
Next year will see SCA's
first graduating class.

“I feel like I could count
on anyone here,”

Blewett, active in the
Ambassadors Club which
introduces new families
to the school. The daugh-
ter of Kelly Campbell,
Blewett's in volleyball,
softball, the Gianna Mol-
la (pro-life) Society, and
Mass Music Choir. She'd
like to be a physical ther-
apist and is considering
Wayne State University,
Grand Valley State Uni-
versity, Northern Mich-
igan University or Oak-
land University.

Haley Harris, 14, of
Westland is a SCA fresh-
man and daughter of Kim
Harris and Tony Har-
ris. She’s involved in the
recent production of Cin-
derella, the school’s first

play.

“I designed the shirts
and designed the pro-
grams,” said Harris, who
also is working back-
stage. She too was at
Ladywood.

“We took a tour here
and we really liked it,”
Harris said. “Everybody
was s0 nice. Everyone
was just so welcoming."

Headed to college

The school, at 28200
Napier, features a rigor-
ous college prep curricu-
lum, including mandato-
ry Latin as well as many
Ad d

St. Catherine of Siena Academy student Danielle Mersch

gets some assistance from art teacher Mary Jane Samberg
in a project at the Wixom school on Jan. 29. St. Catherine’s
opened in Wixom, just a few hundred feet from Novi's
Catholic Central campus, in 2011. The 164,000-square-foot
school currently has 92 students and should have a class of
190 next year. The school has enough room for almost 900

students and staff.

her job's appeal. “Just
being together with oth-
er young women kinds
of removes some of the
challenges they face in
co-ed situations.”

The faith aspect mat-
ters a great deal to Tar-
nacki, a former Plymouth
resident who taught in
Plymouth-Canton schools
and Plymouth’s Our Lady
of Good Counsel grade
school.

“That's what drew me
here,” she said. The cul-
ture sends confusing
messages on dignity and
worth to young women,
and the educators like to
counteract that.

“This mission pro-
vides them with such a
clear picture of what God
intends for them as wom-
en,” Tarnacki said. “It’s so
varied.”

Some students will pur-
sue law, medicine or oth-
er careers, “For some, it's
going to be having a fam-
ily and building a home,”
the principal said. Wom-
en learn to use their
strengths to the fullest.

“These girls are going
to be well-prepared for
any avenue they might
follow in their college
careers,” Tarnacki said.

The independent Cath-
olic school is run by a

classes. The school has a
capacity for 700 girls.
Kathy Tarnacki’s in her
second year as principal,
and began by driving in
from Jackson. Her fami-
ly’s moving to Brighton.
“The mission,” the 31-
year educator said of

board under
the Archdiocese of
Detroit, said Lia Johnston
of Ann Arbor, director of
marketing and develop-
ment.

The school is available
by phone at (248) 9464848
or online at www.saint-

A mission trip to the
Dominican Republic
was recently included in
Epoch Week, which also
featured many service
projects closer to home.
The school draws primar-
ily from the I-96 corridor,
Johnston said.

“There is a tremendous
need,” she said of that
being identified by then-
Cardinal Adam Maida.
“We want them to come
in and discover who God
wants them to be.”

Mary Wilson teaches
biology and APchemlsrry
and is a South Lyon resi-
dent. This is Wilson's first
year teaching; she holds
aPh.D. in microbiolo-
gy from U-M, as well as
a U-M public health mas-
ter’s and a bachelor’s in
biochemistry from Texas
A&M University.

“T've always been big
in youth groups,” Wilson
said. She was doing infec-
tious disease research
when the SCA job opened.

‘Girls are amazing’

“It almost seemed like T
was guided here,” Wilson
said “Our girls are amaz-
ing

She aims to give girls an
understanding of science,
including a recent trip to
U-M labs by 13 girls. "1
think that was something
1 missed out on," she said.
“I try to bring that real-
world perspective.”

Many SCA girls are the
oldest in their families,
Rivard added, and the
school helps them pre-
pare for college testing
and i

catheri org.




online at hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, February 14, 2013

Residents speak out at Dems’ Listening Tour

By LeAnne Rogers
staff Witer

The House Democrats’
Listening Tour came to
Canton Monday and drew
about 35 residents who
had something to say
about educannn taxes
and health care.

Three Democratic state
House members — Dian
Slavens of Canton, Rob-
ert Kosowski of Westland
and Andrew Kandrevas
of Southgate — appeared
at the meeting held at the
Canton Public Library.
They were joined by Rep.
Jim Townsend, D-Royal
0ak, the Democrats’ pol-
icy chairman, and Rep.
Henry Yanez, D-Sterling
Heights.

“My Democratic col-
leagues and I are fight- cation is we need a laser-
ing the Republican agen-  like focus on what is good
da against middle-class for kids. With privatiza-

families," Slavens told
residents. “Now we are

tion, it’s let’s make a prof-
it and see what we can do

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

State Rep. Dian Slavens of Canton speaks at the Democratic Listening Stop Tour. With
Slavens are Reps. Jim Townsend, Andrew Kandrevas, Robert Kosowski and Henry Yanez.

holding this listening to educate kids.”

tour to hear from you, to Townsend agreed, not- Plymouth resident Tim Rorabach is recently retired and his
take your stories back ing that Microsoft and pension will be taxed for the first time. He speaks about.
to Lansing, and to add Apple are great compa- public school education, calling for a “laser-like focus™
your voices toour ownin  nies but you wouldn’t on public education and saying “We don't want to be a
the struggle against this want them to be respon- backwater state.”

short-sighted plan.” sible for educating chil-

The representatives dren. Michigan is upside down. The Democrats are
took comments from You'd think higher earn- making stops around the
audience members, sev-  School funding Barb Case brings her concerns to the legislators. ers would pay more tax- state to get comments.
eral of whom utilized Another resident spoke es since they are benefit-  from residents on the
notes in making remarks  about the disparity of for us.” ing Gov. Rick Snyder’s ing more from state ser- Republican agenda. For
touching on several top- funding for school dis- Also education-related,  proposed gas and vehicle  vices,” said Townsend. more, Visit WWw.re
ics. tricts across the state. another resident was con-  registration hikes to fund  “If you make $365,0000r  stateofourstate.com.

Plymouth resident Tim A retired teacher com- cerned about proposed road and bridge construc- more income, you pay 5
Rorabach said he was mented that she want- bills that would encour- tions. percent in state and local Irogers@hometownlife.com
unhappy with the new ed to make sure people age teachers and school The proposal is to taxes. If you make less (313) 222-5428
taxation of retiree pen- understood that char- administrators to get con-  increase the tax on fuel than $30,000, you pay Twitter: @LRogersObserver
sions and would like to ter schools are for] proflt cealed weapons permit to 33 cents per gallon — nearly 10 percent. Cer-
see that law repealed. He  operations —somethinga  so they could be armedat  up from 19 cents per gal-  tain people are not paying
was also concerned about  lot of people don’t realize. ~ school. lon for unleaded fuel and as much as they should.”
the high cost of college in “I would also like to “We need to weigh 15 cents per gallon for Capping catastroph- THINKING ABOUT...
the state. ask the Republicans why  the risks of an acciden- diesel. Vehicle registra- ic medical coverage was 3

“I'd like to see you push  public school teachers tal shooting or a teach- tion fees would see a 60 an issue for another resi-
back on the privatization  are the bad guys? I have er being overpowered percent increase for cars  dent, who noted one seri-
of education, that a busi- abachelor’s and a mas- and the gun beingused on  and light trucks, a 25 per-  ous accident could bank-
ness paradigm istheonly  ter’s degree — as much them,” the resident said. cent hike for big trucks rupt a family without cov- i
solution to the problem,” education asalawyer. So  “There are so many other  and trailers to generate erage. FREE ESTIMATES
Rorabach said. “It's not does my daughter, who options that we can take.”  $508 million. And regarding roads, he i 73 525_1 930
the answer to everything, isa teacher,” she said. Other residents said the weightof trucks |1 (34
especially not educa- “Why are we the ene- expressed opposition to Upside down needs to be limited to ®  Our 38th Year!

tion. The answer to edu-
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XFINITY®
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Internet.

U-verse
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than U-verse. And now, XFINITY is doubling the speeds
on two of its fastest Internet tiers. Plus, XFINITY brings
you the fastest in-home Wi-Fi with the most coverage in
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AG appeals dismissal of
felony charges against
former McCotter staffers

Attorney General Bill
Schuette filed an appeal
Tuesday with the Mich-
igan Court of Appeals
challenging the dismiss-
al of felony conspira-
cy charges against two
former congressional
.staff members for their
involvement in former
Congressman Thaddeus
McCotter’s petition scan-
dal.

“Michigan citizens
deserve and expect the
highest standard of pub-
lic integrity,” Schuette
said in a prepared state-
ment. “The message here
is crystal clear —if you
break the law, there are
consequences. No one is
above the law. We will
continue to prosecute this
disgraceful violation of
the public trust.”

On Jan. 18, Wayne
County Circuit Court
Judge Margie Braxton
dismissed the charge
of conspiracy to com-
mit alegal act in an ille-
gal manner, a five-year

I
Seewald Yowchuang
must serve the last year
in a county jail or pris-
on; complete 200 hours
of community service;
repay all court costs and
fees; and, he is required
to report any contact with
police or loss of employ-
ment to his assigned pro-
bation officer.

Paul Seewald, 47, of Livo-
nia, who worked as dis-
trict director for the for-
mer congressman, plead-
ed guilty Nov. 27 before
Braxton to nine counts of
falsely signing a nominat-
ing petition as circulator, a
‘misdemeanor punishable
by up to 93 days in jail.
Seewald was sentenced
by Braxton Jan. 18 to the
following: two years' pro-

felony filed againstboth  bation; 100 hours of com-
defendants. The Attorney — munity service; repay-
General’s office opposed  ment of all court costs and.
the dismissal in court and  fees; and, he is required
filed an appeal Tuesday. to report any contact with
Don Yowchuang, 33, of police or loss of employ-
Farmington Hills, who ment to his assigned pro-
worked as deputy district  bation officer.
director for the former On Aug. 9, Schuette
pleaded the results of
no contest Nov. 27 before  an investigation by the.
Braxton to 10 counts of Attorney General’s Pub-
forgery, a five-year fel- lic Integrity Unit into the
ony, and six counts of alleged fraud surround-
falsely signing a nomi- ing nominating peti-
nating petition as circula-  tions filed in May 2012
tor, a misdemeanor. Yow-  on behalf of McCotter.
chuang was d b At that
Braxton Jan. 18 to three Schuette explained the
years' probation. If he former congressman was

violates probation, he

“asleep at the switch” and

that four staff members
were to face criminal
charges.

Schuette alleged that
members of McCotter’s

| Michigan staff were

involved in a deliber-
ate fraud involving a
pattern of copying and
altering petitions in
order to qualify the five-
term congressman for
the 2012 Michigan ballot.

On Sept. 18, Lorianne
0'Brady, 52, of Livonia,
who worked as a sched-
uler to the former con-
gressman, pleaded no
contest in Wayne Coun-
ty’s 16th District Court
before Judge Kathleen J.
McCann to five counts of
falsely signing a nominat-
ing petition as circulator,
amisdemeanor. She was
sentenced to 20 days in
jail or 20 days in a work
program. Following that
sentence, she will serve
18 months’ probation, -
with the first 12 months
as reporting probation.
0'Brady was also ordered
to pay $2,625 in fines and
court costs.

Mary Melissa Turnbull,
58, of Howell, who was
McCotter’s district repre-
sentative, was bound over
for trial in Oakland Coun-
ty Circuit Court where
she faces one count of
conspiraey to commit
alegal actin an illegal
manner, a five-year felo-
ny, and one count of false-
ly signing a nominating
petition as circulator, a
93-day misdemeanor.

Turnbull is next due in
court for a final confer-
ence before Circuit Judge
Leo Bowman on April 16.
Her trial will begin June 3.

Invest for performance,
not out of sense of loyalty

By Rick Bloom Jjust about
Guest Columnist every
type of
was reading this week- invest-
|end and noticed how ment. It
many articles incorpo- explains
rated a Valentine’s Day why a
t}‘\eme, One (gl those arti- stock or
cles dealt with invest- amutual
ments “youshouldfallin "o 9= fing can
love with on'Valentine's i underper-
Day.” Although it was MM- form for
written tongue-in-cheek, ears and
it brought up somethingI  investors still retain it.
always mention at semi- Loyalty is important but
nars and that is “investors  not when it comes to your
should never fall in love investments. Never hesi-
with their investments.” tate to sell an investment
After all, how much when it either no lon-
love did companies such ger fits your strategy or
as General Motors and when it underperforms.
Kmart show their inves- Ibelieve to be a suc-
tors when they wentinto  cessful investor, the focus
bankruptey? I'm sure should be on your overall
shareholders of those strategy and not individual
ies will tell you i
that during the bankrupt-  surveys have confirmed
cy process, the compa- that investors who have
nies did not even give the right allocation have
them the time of day. a greater chance of being
The bottom line is thatan  more successful than
investmentisanitemon  those who are focused on
astatement. It is meant to _individual investments.

accomplish a goal and if
it doesn't there’s no rea-
son to retain it.

1 have professional-
ly been involved with
investments for more
than 25 years. One of

_ the mistakes investors

If you have a stock or a
mutual fund in your port-
folio and it has been there
for a while, that doesn’t
mean that you should
continue to hold it. Even
if it has performed admi-
rably that is not a reason
to retain an i

make is that
they are afraid to sell

an investment because
of loyalty. When Gen-
eral Motors was in its
downward cycle head-
ing toward bankrupt-

cy, because of their loy-
alty, too many investors
refused to sell the stock. T
have seen the same thing
with mutual funds and

Pension recipient

The reason to retain an
investment is because it
fits with the overall strat-
egy and allocation. If it no
longer fits, sell it.

It is incumbent upon
investors to look at how
their investments are
performing. My general
rule is that once I'm in an
investment, I'm going to

have you been

offered the option to receive a lump
sum payment from your employer?

Call us today to talk about what
options may be

Michael K. Kiassa,
CFP,® ChFC,® CRPC,®

right for you.
Ameriprise 3

Financial

be in there for two to three
years. However, if after
that period the investment
is underperforming others
in its same category, then
1 sell it. That doesn't mean
if an investment has one
bad year I'm automatical-
ly going to dump it. I won't.
However, if it underper-
forms for a significant
length of time, why stay
withit?

It sort of reminds me
of a fund I used to like,
the Janus Fund. Back in
the early to mid-1990s, I
recommended the Janus
Fund because it was a
great performing fund.
However, somewhere
down the road it lost its
direction. I did not hesi-
tate to sell it even though
1 made a lot of money
from it in the past.

‘When it comes to an
investment, the bottom
line is how it's performing
now, is more important
than how it did in the past.

Investors cannot buy
and ignore an invest-
ment. Even if it’s an
investment that has
been in your portfolio
for decades, determine
whether it still belongs.
The question I ask when
it comes to whether I
should retain an invest-
ment is if I didn't already
own it would I'buy it? If I
can't answer yes, then my
next question is why am I
retaining the investment
now?

The reason we invest
money is to make mon-
ey. Loyalty is great but
that’s when you deal with
family and friends and
other issues. It's not for
investments. Therefore,
the next time you look at
your portfolio, don’t let
emotions dictate, let per-
formance rule the day.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His website
is www bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. If you would like
Bloom to respond o your
questions, please e-mail him

37677 Pembroke Ave. *
T s e v g

Livonia, M| 48152 » 734-432-6490
FNRA s P

at ricl
ment.com.
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CHAMBER CHAT

Development
workshop

The Plymouth Commu-
nity Chamber of Com-
merce hosts a Business
Development Workshop,
“Building Your Net Worth
Through Your Network,”

:30-9:30 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 26, at the chamber
office, 850 W. Ann Arbor
Trail in downtown Plym-
outh.

The workshop features
Greg Peters, “The Reluc-
tant Networker,” who will

help participants learn:

* Two simple keys to a
productive networking
mindset

* Why selling at the
event is so hard and what
to do instead

* Why 95 percent of
people fail at their net
working

There is no cost to
attend, but the event Penn Station opened their new restaurant in Plymouth at the
can only accommodate corner of Ann Arbor and Sheldon roads in the same plaza as
30 people. To RSVP call Kroger. They feature an array of mouth-watering grilled East
(734) 453-1540 or email Coast-style submarine sandwiches and fresh-cut fries. Cutting
teri@plymouthmich.org. the ribbon on their new location is owner Stewart Napier, his

. staff, public officials and Chamber Ambassadors. The restau-
MAX membership rant can be reached by calling (734) 459-2500.

The Canton Cham-
ber of Commerce spon- 447 Forest in downtown for companies/organi-
sors “Membership to Plymout zations wanting to pro-
the MAX” 8:30-9:30 a.m. Speed mote to vis-
Thursday, Feb. 14, at the hke Speed Daung (on Val- itors and residents.
chamber office, 45525 entine’s Day) for busi- These maps are distrib-

5 nesses. With Speed Net- uted through the Cham-

To better serve you, working, members will ber office (indoor and
Membership to the MAX  have the opportunity to outdoor displays), local
will show you how to use meet 20-25 businessesin  hotels, real estate agents,
the Canton Chamber to one hour. This structured  new resident welcome
its full capacity. It is the networking event bags, apartment com-
chamber’s goal to help allow you to meet most plexes, wedding parties
its members redeem of the people in the room . for out-of-town guests
of the advantages that and within two minutes and visitors to the com-
accompanies their mem-  learn about each others munity.
bership. Reservations companies. For advertisers the map
are required, call the The $10 cost includes uses full color advertis-
chamber office at (734) breakfast. Tosignup for  ing to promote the ven-
453-4040 or email admin@  this event call (734)453-  ues, products and servic-
cantonchamber.com. 540 or email teri@lym-  es. Also, complimenta-

outhmich.org. ry stands for easy distri-

Speed bution can be provided to

networking Chamber map advertisers for their own
The Plymouth Commu-  location.

The Plymouth Commu-  nity Chamber of Com- Contracts for advertis-
nity Chamber of Com- merce will be distrib- ing need to be signed Feb.
merce hosts a “speed net-  uting 5,000 maps dur- 16. Contact Mike Brace
working” event Thurs- ing 2013 and 2014. Valu- (Embrace Marketing) at
day, Feb. 14, from 7:45- able advertising space 734-560-6642 or mab746@
9:15 am. at Panache 447,  is available on the map yahoo.com.

Roundtable features state legislators

'Voyl_es

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Idea maven

Sue Voyles, president of Logos Com-
munications, was selected from over
5,000 submissions to be featured in The
2013 Woman’s Advantage Shared Wis-
dom Calendar. The calendar provides
advice for women business owners
from influential women leaders across
the U.S. and Canada.

Mary Cantando, Growth Expert of The
WOman 's Advantage, announced Voyles’
advice is included in
this year’s calendar. Her
quote appears on April
30 and reads, “Continu-
ally connect clients with
others and they'll stay
connected with you.”
This marks Voyles’ fifth
consecutive appearance
in the calendar.

Voyles’ quote was
selected because it was powerful yet
easy to understand. Her idea is rele-
vant to almost every woman in business
today, said Cantando. “Women business
owners and those who dream of starting
abusiness will learn so much from the
advice provided by Sue Voyles and the
other successful women quoted in the
calendar,” she added.

The Woman’s Advantage 2013 Calen-
dar provides sound bues of zdvlce on

Back in the chair

Lawrence G. Almeda, a sharehold-
er in the Ann Arbor office of Brinks
Hofer Gilson & Lione, was reappointed
to serve as chair of the Michigan Advi-
sory Committee of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights. This is Almeda’s second,

two-year term as chair.
| He was first appointed
to the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights in 2007.

Almeda has served as
a Commissioner of the
Michigan Asian Pacific
American Affairs Com-
mission and Secretary
for the Governor’s Advi-
sory Council on Asian
Pacific American Affairs. He is also
Past President of American Citizens for
Justice (ACJ), an organization that was
formed in response to the 1982 murder
of Detroiter Vincent Chin.

Almeda was recently appointed by the
trustees of Central Michigan University
to serve as a school board member for
Summit Academy in Flat Rock, Mich.
The school is operated by The Governor
John Engler Center for Charter Schools
at Central Michigan University.

Almeda

e

New agents
Cﬂldwel.l Banker Weir Manuel has recent-

key business issues
nization, promotion, sales, and human
resources.

Military tax service

Cole, Newton & Duran, Certified Pub-
lic Accountants in vaoma and Plym-
outh, are offering

anumber of new
slonals including Michelle Jarrait of Plym-
outh, to the rapidly growing company.

“‘We are very pleased that these excep-
tional people have chosen Coldwell Bank-
er Weir Manuel,” said John North, CBWM
C00. “They bring with them unique and
diverse by kills that will fit well

preparation to all area reservist and
National Guard members called to
active duty as well as regular militar
receiving combat pay.

The office is located at 1095 S. Main,
Plymouth. Call (734) 427-2030 to sched-
ule an appointment.

into our ‘next-generation’ culture.”

Founded in 1950, Coldwell Banker
‘Weir Manuel is a Troy, Mich.-based real
estate brokerage with 15 offices and
more than 400 real estate sales associ-
ates in Michigan. For more information,
please visit www.cbwm.com.

Company offers tire safety tips

Officials at Mobile Tire If you are driving on a damage are bulges in the
Company offer the fol- rainy freeway at 70 mph, sidewall, uneven wear
lowing ups for tire safe- the difference between spots, blisters, separa-

ty, recognizing that tires

2/32” and 4/32" is nearly

tion bubbles, steel cords

are an important invest- 100 feet, or six car lengths,  showing or other hazard-
ment and the only thing of stopping distance. ous road debris or dam-
between the road and the * Next, look for small age, to the tire sidewall or
safety of your family. tears, cuts or punctures. If  shoulder.

Following are a few they are small, say a quar- These are usually signs
indicators of when your ter-inch or less, they may of structural damage to
tires might be goingbad  be repairable by a qualified  the tire and should not be
to prevent a dangerous tire technician. If these = driven on until inspected
event: small issues have been by a professional.

* The first thing tolook  causing a slow air leak and * As the tire ages, it
for is tread depth. If the the tire has been driven will show signs of wear
weather conditions are with low air pressure, there by cracking and dry rot.
snowy, then Mobile Tire could be internal damage This could happen any
Company recommends and should be inspected. where on the tire and
replacing your tires at If there are any dam- could be part of normal
6/32-inch. If the weath- aged sections in the side-  age or could be severe,
eris predominately rain,  wall or within one inchof  if the tread is starting to
then your tires should be  the shoulder, the tire will  separate. Tires that are
replaced when they hit need to replaced. It isnot five years old or more
4/32-inch. Worst case, safe to repair those sec- should be inspected for
tires should be replaced tions of the tire. Again,if these possible conditions.
when they hit 2/32-inch, the tire has been driven To learn more about
as the manufacturer with low, to no, air pres- tires, or for a free inspec-
inserts a ‘wear bar’ at sure, it could be damaged  tion, call Mobile Tire at
that depth to let you know  and shnuld be inspected (734) 506-TIRE or vis-
the tire is no longer safe by a tire it www. ileti -
to be driven on. . Other signs of tire ny.com.

Dental, Visi

‘The Plymouth Commu-
nity Chamber of Com- form of
merce hosts a business the Mich-
roundtable that will fea- igan no-
ture legislators from the fault auto
area prepared to i
discuss issues being con-
sidered in the current w
legislative session. Heise Colbeck proposed
State Rep. Kurt Heise, State bud-
(R-Plymouth Township),  shortoverviewby each  get
and state Sen. Pat Col- lemslﬂtor about the * Other topics you bring
beck, (R-Canton), are the  issues being considered  to the round table
featured guests at the in this session and then There is no charge to
roundtable, set for 3-4 the majority of the time  atten
p.m,, Friday, March 1, at will be devoted to ques- park u1 the back of the
the chamher office, 850 tions and answers. building in the parking
W. Ann Arbor Trail in ‘Topics to be covered ramp off of Harvey and
downtown Plymouth. include: come in the back door to
Heise and Colbeck * The proposed road the office.
with meet with chamber  repair funding through For more i
members for a discus- mcreased gas taxes and call the Plymouth Cum-
sion “about important other fee: munity Chamber of Com-
public policy issues fac- . Educaﬁon funding merce, (734) 453-1540.

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites all interested

and qualified companies to submit a_proposal for Medic

Carve Out Coverage (duplicate current coverage), Flexible
- ) exible

and Prescription Drug,

Spending Account

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
NOTICE OF HEARING
ASSESSMENT BOARD OF REVIEW

NOTICE OF HEARING given that the Plymouth Township Board of Review will meet on
the following dates and times:

Hearings are by appointment, please call 354-3269, between 8 am and 4:30 pm for an
appointment.

Tuesday, March § 9 am- Noon Organizational Meeting
Monday, March 11 2 pm- 5 pm Hearings by Appointment
6 pm-9 pm Hearings by Appointment
Wednesday, March 13~ 9 am- Noon Hearings by Appointment
2 pm-5 pm Hearings by Appointment
Thursday, March 14 9 am- Noon Hearings by Appointment

Saturday, March 16 9am -11 am First Come - First Served

Other hearing dates and times may be scheduled as needed.

All persons protesting their assessment must complete petitions prior to appearing before
the Board. A personal appearance is not required. Written protests to the Board of Review
must be received by mail or delivered in person to the Assessing office by the close of busi-
ness on Monday, March 25, 2013 at 4:30pm.

The Board of Review will be held in the Board Meeting Room of Plymouth Township Hall,
9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, M1 48170,

Please come prepared as a ten (10) minute time limit before the Board of Review will be
strictly adhered to.

Publish: February 14, 17 and 21, 2013 ATsTOAzoS 38

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownli

bid forms are available by contacting Matt Duprey, Account Coordinator, Gallagher Benefit

Services, Inc. at (248) 430-2789 or matthew._ duprey@ajg.com. Technical questions should
also be directed to Matt Duprey. Sealed proposals are due to the PCCS - E.J McClendon
Educational Center located on 454 S, Harvey, Plymouth, MI on or before 11:00 a.m., Friday,
February 22,2018, The Board of Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids,
as they judge to be in the best interest of the school district.

Board of Education
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
Adrienne Davis, Secretary.

Publish: February 7, 2013 e -scas

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
2013 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

The City of Plymouth Board of Review will be conducting the 2013 March Board of Review
and will convene in the City Commission Conference Room, 201 S Main Street, Plymouth,
MI 48170,

The regular Board of Review schedule is as follows:
Tuesday, March 5. 2013 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 6, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m

Thursday, March 7, 3013 from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Monday, March 11, 2013 from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 pm.

Other hearing dates and times may he scheduled as needed. Hearings are by appointments
only. COMPLETED 2013 BOARD OF REVIEW PETITIONS ARE NECESS, i
must be submitted to the Front Office located on the First Floor of City ol pn(vr to your
appointment. The “Deadline” for submitting petitions for all persons wishing to appeal in
person before the Board of Review is Monday, March 11, 2013 e

A resident or non-resident taxpayer may file a petition with the Board of Review without
the requirement of a personal appearance by the taxpayer or a representative. An agent
must have written authority to represent the owner. Written petitions must be received by
Monday, March 11, 2018 by 9:00 p.m. Postmarks are not accepted

Copies of the notices stating the dates and times of the meetings will be posted and published
in the local newspaper.

All Board of Review Meetings are open meetings in compliance with the “Open Meetings
Act”

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Assessor’s Office at (734) 453-1234,
ext 253
Linda J. Langr

er, CMC
Clerk

Publish: February 14, 17 and 21,2013
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Our fundamental purposes are to enhance
the lives of our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contribute to
the business success of our customers.

OPINION

OUR VIEWS

N
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Plymouth Garden Club’s annual plant sale will
be here before you know it.

Living green

Nature knows spring is
coming in the near future

Forget the few inches of snow that
closed schools throughout Wayne County
on Friday.

Forget the salt, the shovel, the boots and
gloves, because while the calendar may
say we are in the dead of winter, there are
the stirrings of life that say spring is on
the way.

The trees know it, with the leaf buds

growing robust right on time this .

February, and apparently so does ACO
Hardware, whose circular in the Feb. 3
edition of the Canton Observer, in a show
of proactive optimism, advertised a lawn
fertilizer.

But that’s not all.

Later this month, the Friends of the
Rouge host a workshop, “Naturalizing the
Home Garden: A Native Garden Design
Workshop for Beginners,” where garden-
ers of all levels can learn how to design a
garden with native wildflowers. Experts
will be available to assist attendees with
plant selection and garden design. If you
want to take part, they're asking you to
bring a site sketch or Google map of your
yard. The workshop is intended for those
with little to no experience gardening with
native plants.

It takes place 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 26,
in the Canton Township Administration
Building, 1150 S. Canton Center in Canton.
Can’t make that one? Similar programs
are planned for Farmington Hills April 24
and again in Bloomfield Hills on March
12.

Just as optimistic as ACO is the
Plymouth Garden Club, which already has
its members perusing seed catalogs to get
ready for its annual plant sale (set for May
18).

Spring is also a good time to think about
energy conservation, recycling and other
basic tasks for energy and environmental
sustainability in the community.

And even the birds seem to know that
daylight saving time begins at 2 a.m. on
March 10, one short month away.

Recognizing that the song of the tur-
tle will soon be heard in the land, the
Canton Observer has pruned and replanted
its Taking Root Garden Calendar, which
you will find in today’s edition. Turn to it
each week for opportunities to get back
to nature. Be sure to send in your garden
and outdoor-related events to bkadrich@
hometownlife.com, and think green!

Signs of spring will be emerging soon.

OBSERVER

A GANNETT COMPANY

Brad Kadrich, | Grace Perry,
Community Editor | Director of
Susan Rosiek, | Advertising

Executive Editor

COMMUNITY VOICE

With Presidents Day coming, we’d like to know which
U.S. president you would most like to meet if you have

the chance?

We asked this question at the Canton Public Library.

“John Adams because
he was instrumental
in getting the Declara-

“I'd have to go with
Mr. Lincoln. He argu-
ably kept the country

o
Franklin Roosevelt. |
like what his wife stood
for, feminism and equal

“| guess Abraham
Lincoln, because of the
divide in the country and

tion of Independence together during its dark- rights in the 1930s, what he did to unite the
passed, and he took a esttime,and hewasa  and FDR is my favorite country.”
stand (on the XYZ affair) humble and smart guy.”  president.” Aaron Walters
when it was unpopular. Josh Duncan Antonio Bradley Canton
That probably cost him Westland Canton
his job.”
Kirste Moline
Canton
LETTERS
Thanks for ‘March’ WHAT DO YOU THINK? child. They grow strong enough
story W visliama yos LGRS to climb anywhere, climb any-

Thank you for your recent article
(Jan. 27) in the Canton Observer
about the “March for Life” in
Washington.

| appreciate the educational
aspect. Many people reading this
article will now know the horren-
dous effect of the Supreme Court:
decision 40 years ago: 55 mil-
lion abortions performed in the
United States.

Although about 500,000 people
were in attendance, there was
nary a word from the media.
Speakxng for many, again, thanks
50 much

Barb Schmid
Canton

Praying for mother
My baby boy, when 15 months
old, died from swallowing (drain
cleaner). It contains dye. | had put
some in the kitchen drain, left the
"lid ajar, and the spoon | had used
on the back of the counter by
the faucet, to be used for repeal
treatment in five minutes.
| stepped three feet away
from the kitchen door into the
bathroom to comb my hair. The
mirror was next to the door.
My son was occupied with his

the Editor. Please include
your name, address and
phone number for verifica-
tion. We may edit for clarity,
space and content. Submit
letters by the following for-
mats:

Web: www.hometownlife.com
Mail: Letters to the Editor, Can-
ton Observer, 615 W. Lafayette,
Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226
Fax: (313) 213 -3318

E-mail:

thing, open anything faster than
anything you can imagine.

When | saw the front-page
article about Andrea Rodgers, |
knew what had happened. Both
of our occurrences were acci-
dents. If this young mother had
not wanted this baby, she could
have arranged an abortion, but
she carried him and delivered
him. She must have love for this
baby.

com.
Blog: You may also let your
opinions be heard with your own
blog at hometownlife.com.
Deadline: Letters should be
received by 9 a.m. Monday to be
published in the Thursday edi-
tion.

toys in the playpen in the living
room area. I about three or four
minutes, | heard a cry. The baby
had climbed out of his playpen
and | think he used the handles
of the drawers to climb up to the
counter and spoon the Drano into
his mouth.

Between 15 and 18 months
old, I have learned and others
have had similar experiences, is
the most dangerous age for a
baby until you can reason with a

; ly, when this hap-
pened to me, my husband,
family, neighbors and friends,
and even strangers, grieved with
me. Not one person ever ac-
cused me of anything. Of course,
this happened in 1963 — things.
were different then. | still grieve
for him, but have given him into.
God's care.

| just turned 86 years old. | have
never written to an editor, but |
believe this mother is suffering
enough without more sorrow
from people who do not under--
stand the above. This girl has
made some poor decisions, but

. we need to recognize an accident

on her part.
| pray for her release.
Carol Hardy
Canton

GUEST COLUMN

More gun control emboldens criminals

By Frank Finch

Guest Columnist

Observer for several weeks

now letter after letter from
citizens suggesting some things
about so-called “assault weap-
ons” and other lawfully pos-
sessed firearms. We are all very
aware of what occurred at Sandy
Hook Elementary
school in Decem-
ber.

The opinions
run the gam-
ut from blam-
ing the Nation-
§ al Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA) direct-
ly for violence to
actually suggest-
ing that law-abid-
ing owners of self-loading rifles
such as an AR-15 keep them in
their basements with future
intention of pointing them at sol-
diers returning home for the holi-
days. We have also read here and
elsewhere how some feel that no
citizen “needs” to own one of the

rifles that have now been demon-
ized by the media and by mis-
directed citizens. I would sug-
gest that we have a Bill of Rights
in this country and not a “Bill of
Needs.”

Quite honestly, people do use
the AR-15 self-loading rifle for
hunting these days and also for

Ihave read in the Canton

Frank Finch

self-defense. The rifle itself is
just that, self loading or semi-
automatic. What it is not is ful-

simply representing its member-
ship and is defending our rights
to self defense. If the NRA is so
‘why have their mem-

ly and is not
an “assault weapon.” That term
is actually one that was coined
some time ago by media outlets
who want to sensationalize some-
thing for their own agenda.

Fully automatic rifles require
special licensing and are not sold
over the counter as some might
wish you to believe. Self-load-
ing rifles in the .30 caliber range
are much more devastating and
are owned by most Michigan cit-
izens. But those law-abiding citi-
zens were never accused of want-
ing to turn their rifles on our mil-
itary men and women like one
writer suggested a month ago.

For someone to even think
about something is absurd and as
aveteran myself, I can say that
both my fellow veterans and my
fellow officers have sworn an
oath to support and defend the
Constitution and not an oath of
blind loyalty to a person who sits
in a public office.

I served in the military for 10
years and am now entering my
20th year of service as a federal
officer. I deal with convicted fel-
ons every work day and I know
first-hand what felons are capa-
ble of. The NRA is comprised of
members and is not some face-
less behemoth like many have
portrayed it to be. The NRA is

bership numbers increased by
8,000 members per day since
December 20127

There needs to be a broader
and more honest discussion in
this country about violence and
our vice president and president
failed to facilitate one. There was
no meaningful dialogue about
violent movies, video gaming
or addressing real changes to
the mental health system of our
Country. What we are being told
now instead, is that they have
dusted off an old game plan from
Senator Feinstein’s career long
attempt to disarm the law abid-

ing.

More gun control laws, bans or
confiscation will only embolden
criminals and imprison the law-
abiding in their own homes, If
that is what you want, be sure to
take a tour of a correctional facil-
ity or prison first to see what we
deal with daily and ask yourself
if you really want to lose your
rights to self-defense and place
your own personal security sole-
ly in the hands of government.
When seconds count, the police
are only minutes away.

Canton resident Frank Finch has |
been a law enforcement officer for
more than 20 years.




online at hometownlife.com

Featured Sale Wines Only Available at this location
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Wine & Beer Now Availablé at Joe’s Meat & Seafood é S ea\fOOd

R ——
33066 W. §even Mile Road ¢ Livonia, MI ¢ 248-477-43237- !-lou!s: Mon.- Sat. 9am-8pm ° Sun. 9am-6pm

AFOOD (TS gl

Fresh Fresh Fresh
Wild Atlantic =
Cod Salmon Catfish

$599 Ib. $ 7 99 6. $5q9"b-
Save $3.00 Ib. Save $1.00 Ib. Save $2.00 Ib.
Yuenling Beer Lobster Salmon Coconut
Batter Haddock ?,—aﬁ e Pesto g Tilapia e,

$999 L $599 $ 699 = $ 699

ea.
Save $1.00 Ib. S Save $1.00 ea. Save $1.00 ea.
= Peel & Eat Breaded

Shrimp
- s L 16/20 Count $ C;c;
~ Sl Dol ¥ il éave $|.oop'<g' Save $| 00 lb
Menage A Trois Menage A Trois 14 Hands Double Decker
Rgse, Pinot Crigio g Cabemet Pinot Noi Cabernet Hed Higed &

= Pmot Grigio -

1099 $1099

Wine Tasting Dinner
Featuring French Wines
February 28 at 6:30 p.m.

Angry Orchard Ciders
Dry, Crisp, Ginger
$Q99

6 :‘:fyh

g S $9 $5000 Advance
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PCA cagers
win rematch

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

The first time Plymouth Christian
Academy squared off against Oak-
land Christian this season, the Lanc-
ers burned the Eagles for 24 first-
quarter points.

But PCA head coach Dominique.
Washington made some defensive
adjustments ahead of Tuesday’s
rematch and they paid off with a 51-
44 home victory.

“It was all about defense tonight,
Jjust buying in to the defensive mind-
set,” Washington said. “Understand-
ing that offensively I think we're
fine. ... But do we have enough guys
who have enough heart to say my
man’s not going to score?”

Switching the D from man-to-man
to zone worked as Oakland Christian
scored just five points in the opening
frame and 14 for the first half.

Defense first

“They scored 24 points against us
in the first quarter the first time
around,” Washington noted. “And
they didn’t have 24 points in the first
half. Kudos to my guys for buying
i

Pressure defense also stifled Lanc-
ers' guard John Van Noord, who
drained five triples and scored 18
points in the teams’ first matchup. On
Tuesday, he failed to score a point.

PCA's balanced offense was
led by Mick Noel (17 points, four
steals) with Drew Ibach tallying 10

Please see PCA, B2

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Plymouth Christian’s Daniel Jipping (No.
3) puts up a shot Tuesday night.

BRIAN QUINTOS.

Salem’s Alek Zultowski (No. 2) watches action between shifts during a recent contest. Zultowski is an
important member of the KLAA South Division co-champs, on and off the ice.

Taking aim at his goals

By Tim Smith «
Staff Writer

When Alek Zultowski was
akid, he ripped hundreds of
pucks at hockey nets in his
basement, ulumately shred-
ding the twing

"I Jjust destroyed them
(nets) because I shot so many
pucks on them,” the playmak-
ing Salem senior forward said
during a recent interview at
Plymouth Cultural Center.

Those tireless workouts
epitomized Zultowski's pas-
sion for hockey and desire to
someday compete on a Divi-
sion I college or AAA Midg-
et Majors team. That passion
hasn't waned one bit in the
years since.

“I want to take hockey as far
as I can go with it,” said Zul-
towski, 17. “I'm going to try
my best and if I'm able to play
at that level — I always want-
ed to play Division I —I'm
going to try.”

Transformation

The willingness to embrace
aheavy workload also helped
Zultowski transform himself
from a skinny kid into one
monster of a player for the
Rocks.

“When Alek came in and
skated with us in the summer
(before his sophomore year),
it was actually a big deal when

Chasing down a puck during.
a recent game s Salem’s Alek
Zultowski (No. 2).

he got to 100 pounds,” Salem
varsity boys hockey coach
Ryan Ossenmacher said. “It
‘was a big moment when he
came over and said, ‘Hey
coach, I'm over 100 pounds
now.’

“He was as little of a play-
er as we've ever taken before.
We knew he was skilled, but
from a size perspective, we
really didn’t know what to
expect.”

Ossenmacher knows what
he has in Zultowski more than
two years later, namely a spe-
cial player and key catalyst
behind Salem'’s second-half

THE ZULTOWSKI
FILE

Who: Alek Zultowski, 17,
Salem High School senior.
The 5-10, 150-pounder is a
forward and assistant captain
for the Rocks varsity boys
hockey team.

Pucks: He began playing as
ayoung boy at Plymouth
Cultural Center, in the Mini
Mites program. He started
travel hockey at age'9 with
the Plymouth Stingrays and
later competed on travel
teams such as Victory Honda,
the Farmington Fire and Sub-
urban Stars.

Preps: Zultowski carries a 3.3
grade-point average and was
on Salem’s varsity boys tennis
team last fall.

Family: His parents are
Rebecca and Dave Zultowski
of Plymouth.

push into state m.le contend-
er status,

“What's happened in the
last two years is he's contin-
ued to work hard and now he’s
just bigger (5-10, 150) than

e was,” Ossenmacher said.
“So the skill level is still there
and he’s bigger. When you put
those two things together, I

Please see ZULTOWSKI, B2

Rocks’
title bid
stymied

By Jeff Theisen
Staff Writer

South Lyon boys bas-
ketball turned a one-
point deficit into a
blowout in just one
quarter Monday at
home with the KLAA
Central Division title
on the line.

Defending KLAA
champion Salem,
which won the previ-
ous matchup, held a
35-34 lead heading into
the fourth.

From there, it was
all South Lyon and its
defense.

The Rocks (11-5, 7-3)
gave up the first nine
points and South Lyon
finished on an 8-0 run
as the big home crowd
erupted in celebration.

“They controlled
the tempo of the game
the whole way. They
deserved it,” said
Salem coach Bob Bro-
die. “We didn't execute
as well this game. We
didn’t accept the chal-
lenge. We didn’t come
out tough enough.
‘They came out and
Jjust bombed us all the
time. Start to finish,
there was no doubt

really.

“We've got another
chance (in the KLAA
tournament). We'll see
what we can do.”

Salem struggled
offensively all night,
hitting just 13 of 43
shots and 3 of 13 from
beyond the arc.

Nate Sass and Austin
Whitted scored eight
points each to lead
Salem. Chris Dierker
had seven, and no oth-
er Salem player scored
maore than five points.

“Itfeels great. I'm so
happy for these guys,”
said Lion coach Doug
Host. “They’ve worked

Please see HOOPS, B3

Big-time trio

Plymouth soccer players sign with D-| schools

By Tim Smith ings. “Stephanie, Madi
Staff Writer and Zoe, it’s just their ded-
ication to the sport, to

National Signing Day their craft.”
wasn't just about football All three — also mem-
at Plymouth High School.  bers of the Michigan

On Feb. 6, varsity girls Hawks elite club program
soccer players Stephanie  — said it was an honor to
Dillon, Zoe Foster, Madi sign on the same day and
Lewis all officially signed  be part of Plymouth’s big-
national letters of intent gest class of D-I recruits
to play Division-I women’s in its decade-plus exis-
soccer. tence.

Dillon committed to “I think it's pretty spe-
Miami University of Ohio, cial because all three of us
Foster to University of have worked really hard,
North Dakotaand Lewis  not just with high school
to University of Michigan.  but really with all of our

“It's huge,” said Wild- soccer careers,” said mid-
cats head coach Jeff fielder Dillon. “I'm real-
Neschich about the sign- ly proud to be committing

to a college with them (on
the same day).” 3

Echoing those com-
ments was Lewis, a high-
scoring forward who
decided to sign with the
University of Michigan
instead of Ohio State or

uisville.

“It’s really excmng, I'm
really proud,” said Lewis,
also a midfielder. “I think
it’s really cool that there’s
three of us from the same
soccer team that are com-
mitting to D-I schools.”

Lewis said she decid-
ed on Michigan because
she was immediately com-

Foster (second from right)
Please see SIGNINGS, B4

JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO
Plymouth girls soccer players Stephanie Dillon (second from left), Madi Lewis and Zoe

all signed with Division-l colleges on National Signing Day.

Flanking them are coach Jeff Neschich and co-athletic director Sue Heinzman.
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Oakland Christian’s Prestor
Noord (No. 4) converge on Drew Ibach (No. 24) of Plym-
outh Christian during Tuesday’s game.

PCA

Continued from page B1

points along with five
rebounds.

Scoring eight points
each were Daniel Jip-
ping (10 rebounds) and
Alex Huber while 6-

3 senior forward Matt
Sumner excelled with
seven points and 17
rebounds.

“He’s one of those
hybrid players,” said
Washington about Sum-
ner. “He’s not a guy
who's only going to
score. He’s not a guy
who’s only going to get
rebounds. He does a lit-

tle bit of everything and

he does it well.”
The.Eagles (9-6 over-

n Lasala (No. 32) and John Van

~ous
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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ZULTOWSKI

Continued from page B1

would venture to even
a dominant play-
er this year.”

What a year

Zultowski indeed is
crafting a special season
both for himself and the
Rocks.

Following a 3-0 record
at the Michigan Pub-
lic High School Hock-
ey Showcase in Chelsea,
Salem (15-6-1) jumped to
No. 9 in the state rank-
ings (for Division 1). The
Rocks also are co-cham-
pions of the KLAA South
Division with campus
rival Plymouth.

“We want to go all the
‘way,” said Zultowski, an
assistant captain. “Me
and the other captains
have been talking about it
all year. We want to get to
Compuware, we want to

beat Plymouth or Canton
in the second round of the
playoffs and take it one
A pair of buckets by game at a time.”
Noel sandwiched around For much of the season,
Sumner’s three-point Zultowski was among the
play extended a pre- top scorers in the KLAA,
carious 22-18 lead into according to the MHSAA
a comfortable 29-18 Hockey Hub website.
advantage with about Going into Thursday’s

two minutes to play in
the third.

game, he has 13 goals,
33 assists and 46 points.

He trails linemate Jake

All for naught Sealy (14-34—48) who tal-

The Lancers did try to  lied eight points over the
claw back into the game  three Showcase games to
in the fourth, after for- Jjump in front on the lead-
ward D.J. Stevens (14 er board.
points, 11 in the fourth) ‘They have more room
returned to action after to skate, stickhandle, pass
sitting due to early foul and shoot in part because
trouble. of the spade work turned

Stevens scored all his in by linemate Jason

points in the low post,
but the closest Oakland
Christian eould get was
39-33 midway through
the final frame.

It was 47-41 with 1:18

Salem 3-0 at Chelsea ‘Showcase’

all, 4-6 in the Michigan left, but PCA sophomore Salem went 3-0 at the
Independent Athletic Evan Horne sank a foul Michigan Public High
Conference-Blue Divi- shot to make it a three- School Hockey Showcase
sion) built a 18-14 half- possession ballgame and  in Chelsea to continue the
time lead and went on a the Lancers could not team's red-hot play.
15-9 run in the third to respond. The Rocks defeated
open up some breathing Chelsea, Clarkston and
room (33-23 entering the tsmith@hometownlife.com Grand Haven by a com-
fourth). (734) 469-4128 bined score of 13-6, not
allowing two goals in any
of the contests.
Check us out on “We competed very
well all week and our
team defense did a nice
the Web every day at e dcrene g
i Rocks head coach Ryan
hometownlife.com Roeks head conery
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Penguins rout Country Day, stop 2-game skid

‘The Plymouth-Canton-
Salem Penguins scored
seven goals in the first
period Tuesday in an 8-

0 mercy-rule rout of host
Detroit Country Day.

PCS stopped a two-
game losing streak with
the Michigan Metro Girls
High School Hockey
League win.

Forwards Cortny McA-
doo and Jenna Carter
each scored twice in the
opening stanza, with oth-
er markers by Elizabeth
0'Donohue, Annelise
Niermann and Jordan
Patterson.

McAdoo opened the
scoring surge at 5:37 of

ONE-STOP

Sara C. Tyranski
(734) 326-6660
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that kind of responsibili-
ty on my shoulders. T love
every minute of it.”

Future goals

Once this season is over,
Zultowski will set his
sights on the next chal-
lenge, wherever it might
be.

(Ossenmacher wouldn't
be surprised if the still-
undersized player with
the big heart beats the
odds yet again, perhaps
landing with a college
or Midget Majors team

BRIAN QUINTOS,

Salem’s Alek Zultowski (No. 2) slides the puck to a team-
mate during a recent game. In the background for the
Rocks is linemate Jason Newel (No. 26).

Newel — a big-bodied
presence who hits and
wreaks havoc on defend-

ers.

“The two of them (Zul-
towski and Sealy) are
dynamic and they work
well together,” Ossenm-
acher said. “Sometimes
when you have two play-
ers of that caliber, you
have a tendency to try
and split them up because
you don't feel there'’s
enough puck on the ice
to go arqund for both of
them.

“But they're both
unselfish by nature.”

Doing things right

Zultowski almost blush-
es when told his offen-
sive production has

* been among the best in

the state this winter. He
emphasized he gets more
enjoyment out of team
success than he does out
of personal achievement.
“T like making plays
and finding guys in open

The victories increased
Salem’s win streak to nine
and elevated the Rocks
(15-6-1) to No. 9 in the
Division 1 state rankings.

Opening the week for
the Rocks was the 4-2 win
over Chelsea on Feb. 4, at
the Chelsea Arctic Coli-
seum.

Parker Godfrey earned
the victory in net, with
Jake Sealy and Noah Will-
er netting goals on the
‘power play.

Last Thursday, defen-
seman and team captain

GIRLS HOCKEY

the first, with Morgan
Cusumano and Ashley
Saunders setting it up.
Carter then netted the
next two PCS goals, with
Patterson setting up both
of them. Other assists'on
er's markers were
collected by Kayla Savoie
and Emily King.
Cusumano drew the
lone assist on the next
goal, scored by Niermann
to put the Pens up 4-0.
McAdoo then tallied
her second of the period,
from Cusumano and King
and the lead grew to 6-
0 shortly thereafter on a

@@

B2 /( ‘

spaces,” he said. “ have
alittle bit of finesse in

my game, but I'm always
thinking defense first.
That's the most impor-
tant part of the game,
although I'll score a goal
here and there.”

* According to Zultows-
ki, individual statistics
are merely a byproduct of
doing things the right way.
He encourages his team-
mates to do the same.

“If I see someone not
doing what they need
to do, not putting in an
effort, I get on their case
alittle bit,” Zultowski
said. “But I'm the first
person to tell them if they
do something right, too.”

- Of course, nothing gets
the message across better
than leading by example.

“I want to be that guy
that my team can depend
on in those tough situa-
tions where we need a
goal, or we need some
energy,” he said. “I love
being that guy, having

Kyle Downey led the way
with a three-goal hat trick
to support the goaltend-
ing of Anthony Veresan.
Closing out Salem’s per-
fect week was Friday’s
3-2 victory over Grand
Haven. Leading the way
with two goals was Jason
Newel, while goalie God-
frey posted the win.
Meanwhile, the Canton
Chiefs split two games at
the showcase, falling 3-1
to Davison on Feb. 5 but
coming back Feb. 6 with a
6-0 victory over Romeo.

goal by 0'Donchue (from
Sydney Smith).

It was a 7-0 edge when
Patterson finished a scor-
ing play started by Savoie
and Carter with just 24
seconds remaining in the
frame.

Patterson scored again,
early in the second peri-
od (from Gabrielle Godre
and Smith) to make it 8-
0 and invoke the mercy
rule.

Registering the shut-
out for the Penguins was
goalie Gwen Gadulka.

On Feb. 2, Carter, Pat-
terson and Niermann
scored single goals, but
the Penguins lost 4-3 in

NIGHTSBRIDG
ANTIQUE M \LL

42305 Seven Mile Roa

Recent Salem stand-
out Mark McGee took the
latter path and Ossenm-
acher said he just signed
a pact with the Mich-
igan Warriors of the
North American Hockey
League.

“Alek knows his size,
from a weight stand-
point, is going to be the
one thing that stands in
the way of really further-
ing his hockey career,”
Ossenmacher said. “Next
year, it will depend on
what he decides to do
because he's an excellent
student as well.

‘“He got a 28 on his ACT,
s0 he can pretty much
g0 where he wants for
school. But for the hockey
avenue, there’s definite-
1y going to be some doors
open for him.”

And if they stay shut
for a while, it would be
just like the determined:
Zultowski to knock them
open with hockey pucks.

It would be like target
practice in his basement
all over again.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 4694128

The MPHSH Show-
case is dubbed the largest
such display in the his-
tory of Michigan public
high school athletics.

*(It) is a fantastic
event that brings in pub-
lic schools from across
the state,” Ossenmach-
er said. “All the programs
are community based and
the showcase allows each
team to represent their
community and school on
amuch larger scale then
atypical game would pro-
vide.”

overtime to Walled Lake *
at Suburban Ice.

PCS dropped a 5-0
result to Port Huron on
Jan. 29 at Canton Arctic
Edge.

CRANBROOK 4, PCS 3 (OT):
The visiting Penguins dropped
this game in overtime to
Cranbrook Saturday night at
Wallace Arena

Scoring two goals for PCS was
Ashley Saunders with Jordan

Patterson also scoring. Earning
assists for the Penguins were
Jenna Carter and Elizabeth
O'Donohue.

(it was incorrectly reported in
Sunday’s Observer, that the
Penguins lost. We apologize
for that error.)
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Co-captains help keep 'Cats on track

By Tim Smith
staff Writer

Soon after Kenn Forbes
took over as head coach
of Plymouth'’s varsity
boys swim team, his new
co-captains reached out

to him.

Nick Weber, Camer-
on Earls and Gunnar
Sayalox wanted to have
an informal chat with
Forbes, to know what was
expected of him and vice
versa.

“We sat down, the three
captains and I,” Forbes
recalled. “We talked for
two hours about whatev-
er they wanted to ask me
questions about.

“Just get to know me
and feel me out for the
year, and there haven’t
been any issues.”

The senior co-captains
— allin their fourth sea-
son with the Wildcats and
members of the National
Honor Society — indeed
have been the glue to
what has been a most sat-
isfying season for the
team.

Last week, they
clinched the KLAA South
Division title with a con-
vineing 115-68 triumph
over defending champs
Westland John Glenn.

Several individuals also
are looking forward to
quahfymg for the Divi-
sion 1 state meet, includ-
ing Weber and Earls.

And at Saturday’s MIS-
CA meet at Eastern Mich-
igan University, Weber
and Earls each competed
in two individual events
and as part of two relays.

“They're phenomenal

"Cats fall just short; Chiefs

Westland John Glenn
had to really work to
gain a piece of the KLAA
South Division boys bas-
ketball title Tuesday

night. 5
Upset-minded Plym-

- outh took the host Rock-

ets to the limit before fall-
ing, 5

Glenn, which improved
to 14-2 overall, shares the
South crown with Canton
at9-1.

‘The Rockets, howev-
er, will be the top seed
entering the first round

Canton's ‘D’

This is how much of a
defensive struggle Tues-
day’s KLAA Kensing-
ton Conference girls bas-
ketball tournament open-
er between Canton and
Salem was.

In the third quarter,
each team managed just
one point.

But by that time, the
host Chiefs were up 20-15
and went on from there to
post a 31-17 victory.

Paige Aresco led the
Chiefs with 14 points,
while Shannon Per-
ry (eight points), Tay-
lor Hunley (six points)
and Rachel Winters (six
steals) helped the cause.

“The Park games are
always tough,” Canton
head coach Brian Samul-
ski said. “I thought the

gy LIV

LAUREN EARLS

Plymouth’s senior co-captains, (from left) Nick Weber, Gun-
nar Savalox and Cameron Earls, have been instrumental in
the varsity boys swim team’s successful season.

kids,” Forbes said. “It's

a good dynamic because
Cam is all business. He
Jjust goes. Everyone looks
up to him with his power,
speed and experience.

“Nick, tremendous
work ethic. He's a little
more talkative. He gets
the guys going.

“And then Gunnar is
the moral support that
really keeps everybody
together.”

of the Kensington Lakes
Activities Association
playoffs based on a tie-
breaker criteria. They
will open 7 p.m. Friday
at home against 7-9 Novi,
the fourth-seed from the
KLAA Central.

Plymouth (6-10,4-6),
which led 31-30 after
three quarters, gota
game-high 20 points from
Josh Priebe, who hit three
3-pointers.

Jake Divens chipped in
with 10 points and Tyler
Gamblin added nine.

Forbes added that he
“couldn’t ask for better
captains. They re a great
gmup of guys.”

Earning respect
The admiration defi-

- nitely is mutual.

““Coach Forbes has done
an amazing job in his
first year,” Savalox said.
“It is always tough to try
and gain the respect (of)
anew team but he has

“We played a real-
ly good game, proba-
bly one of our best of the
season,” Wildcats” head
coach Mike Soukup said.
“But we just didn’t have
enough fimpower atthe
end to win out.”

Glenn connected on 11~
of-18 free throws, while
Plymouth made 6-0f-10.

Plymouth (No. 3 seed in

the KLAA South) will host -

Salem (No. 2 seed in the
Central) at 7 p.m. Friday.
CANTON 69, FRANKLIN 34:
Josh Mayberry and Adnan
Bayz each tallied 14 points

a bit better than Salem’s

girls hung in there and
played well. They played
a great defensive game.”
The victory moves Can-
ton into Thursday’s semi-
fmal against Novi.
NORTHVILLE 48, PLYMOUTH
36: A slow start Tuesday
doomed visiting Plymomh
in the opening game of the
LAA Kensington Conference
glﬂs basketball tournament.
uth (7-9) committed 18
movers and hit 317 percent
of field-goal tries (13-41)
mmpared 02 64.7 clip by the
Must

Nonhvllle took a 20-6 lead
after one and cruised from

there.

Kylie Robb and Jada Woody.
led Plymouth with 10 and nine.
points, respectively, Center
Shelby Cheston led the team
with eight rebounds.

CANTON 35,
Paige Aresco tallied |5 Dovms
to lead Canton to this

South Division girls basketball
win Monday over host Livonia

Franklin.
Rachel Winters and Taylor

Hunley added eight a

seven, respectively, for

o WHie A by o e et

halftime, 14-11, before taking
control with a 14-2 third-quar-

er run.

“Holding them to two points
in the third was a solid defen-
sive effort,” Chiefs head coach
Brian Samulski sald.

SALEM 44, SOUTH LYON 19:
In a KLAA Central Division
tilt Monday, the host Rocks
(7-9, 6-4) cruised throughout
behind 16 points by Bre-
anne Beaver on her “Senior

Also strong for Salem was
Jamyra Wikon,with s ponts
and 10 rebound:

"She (Wilkon) did a fabulous
job on the offensive boards,“
Salem head coach Fred Thom-
ann sai

The Rocks led 10:5 after one
and 22-13 at halftime. They.
really blew the game open in
the fourth, outscoring South
Lyon by a 14-1 margin.

HOOPS

Continued from page B1

so hard this year. It's a
great group of guys and
to see them get this kind
of payoff, it's an emotion-

thing. I 'm ly proud
of the;

For the first three quar-
ters, the game was almost
a carbon copy of the first
matchup as the game
remaining tight through-
out.

In the previous match-
up, Salem led most of the
game with South Lyon
making a late push before
the Rocks closed it out
with a run.

This time, it was South
Lyon leading most of the
way before Salem made
its push in the third quar-

ter.

Monday’s game started
with back-and-forth play
throughout the first with
Dierker domg almost
all of the scoring for the
Rocks with seven of the
team’s nine points. He
would not score the rest
of the way.

South Lyon (12-3, 8-2)
got four points. each from
Luke Short and Domi-
nick Quinlan to lead 10-9
through one.

The teams traded five-
point runs twice in the
second quarter, but the
difference came from
a late three from South
Lyon’s Tommy Averill
for his only points of the
game and a 25-21 for the
Lion at the intermission.

Salem came out of half-
time red hot with a three
from Sass to ignite a 12-2

run capped off by anoth-
er three from Whitte
with four minutes to play
in the quarter.

South Lyon got a three
from Conner Weidman as
the Lions closed the quar-
ter on a 7-2 run to trail
35-34 in what looked like
a game that would come
down to the last posses-
sion.

The fourth quarter was
all South Lyon.
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earned it from Day 1.

“He really knows what
he’s doing and we contin-
ue to drop times.”

Weber, who swims
the 200-yard freestyle,
200 individual medley
and 100 breaststroke,
said Forbes’ hands-on
approach is a key rea-
son the Wildcats have
excelled.

“At first I was nervous
about having a new coach
for my senior season but
coach Forbes has gone
above and beyond expec-
tations,” Weber noted.
“Our dryland has been
amped up greatly from
past years.

“He is greatly involved
with practices whether
its showing us technique
or cheering us on when
doing race pace sets.”

According to Earls,
whose favorite events
are the 100 butterfly and
100 backstroke, empha-
sized that havmg Forbes
take over from the coach
he had his first three sea-
sons (Doug Schade) was
something he had to get
used to.

“Tt was a big change
for me at first,” Earls
said. “But coach Forbes
has earned my respect
because he cares about
helping us all reach our
goals.”

Energy boost

The trio also brings
plenty of positive energy
to the pool, to help their
teammates maximize
their potential.

“The job of being a cap-
tain is to be someone
your teammates can look

up to, keep them focused
at practice and pump
everybody up for meets,”
Weber said. “It’s impor-
tant for team success
because your teammates
look up to you at practice
and at meets. The team
feeds off of the energy
of the captains. If were
just sitting down at meets
‘and not cheering for our
teammates, then the rest
of the team won't either.”

Concurring was Saval-
ox, who he explained is
more of a utility swim-
mer with no specific
events or state cuts.

“Being a captain is real-
ly a very important job
because you are kind of
the link between coach-
es and the other swim-
mers,” Savalox said. “At
our age there is some-
thing about having some-
one your age get you
pumped up that is really
special.”

Earls takes his job seri-
ously, too.

“The role of captain is
important because it is
important to organize,
motivate, and direct the
less experienced ath-
letes,"” Earls said, “... who
need support and direc-
tion so they can be the
best swimmers they can

Wilh that mindset, it’s
almost as though Forbes
has three extra assistant
coaches who have the
same mission as he does.

“Iwish I could have
them a few more years.”
Forbes said.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

BOYS SWIM
RESULTS

MICH. INTERSCHOLASTIC
SWIM COACHES ASSOC.
BOYS SWIM MEET RESULTS
Feb. 9 at EMU's Jones Pool

200-yard mediley relay:

1. Saline (David Boland, Josh
Ehrman, Michael Bundas, Adam
Whitener), 1:32.58; 11. Salem,
1:41.3 (sq); 27. Plymouth (Cam-
eron Earls, Garrett Beauprez,
Nick Weber, Alexander Wilson),
1:45.86,

200 freestyle: 1. Jonathan
Zofchak (Dexter), 1:44.09; 12. Ja-
son Zhang (Salerm), 1:48.06 (sq).

200 individaal medley:

Chris Klein (Ann Arbor Pioneer),
1:51.76; 20. Weber (Plymouth),
2:05.91; 29, Charles Liu (Salem),
Matt Pairitz (Salem),
20742 55 Beslprez (P

9.5

i i b (a-
line), 21.11; 69. Jason Basanese

, Kenny McMani
mon (Salem), 23.95
1-meter diving: 1. Brennan
LaBar (St. Johns), 434.90 points.
100 butterfly: 1. Boland (Sa-
line), 49.76; 31, Earls Phymout)
55.65; 54. Bai (Salem), 57.
(eebeimetiy) i
le: 1. Tabahn Afrik
lHoHand West Ottawa), 47.35;
28, Pairitz (alem), 50.46; 57.
Basanese (alem), 51.68.
500 le: 1. Arakelian
(Stevenson), 4:43.18; 25, Turer
Solterman (Salem), 4:59.45; 31.
Hiten e
00 freestyle relay: 1. Saline
(Whnlenel Boland, Bundas,
Ehrman), 1:25.29; 10. Salem,
1:30.85 (50); 50. Plymouth (Al-
exander Johnson, Weber, Ryan
Heinze, Wilson), 1:35,66.

100 ba
(Stevenson), 5 4. Zha
(Salem), 55.97 Aqu 16 o
(Plymouth), 56.38 (sq); 41
Patrick Casey (Salem), 58.09;
44. Benjamin Yang (Plymouth),
58.66.

Is
59.49; 10, Solterman (Salem),
1:01.95 (sq); 36. Smaran Bhakta-
wara (salem), 1:

e relay:
Midland Dow (Jackson Goethe,
Ben Martin, Nehemiah Mork,
Michael Pixton), 3;11.90; 30.
Plymouth (Earls, Weber, Nemz!,
il D

Misaa sate cut qualifier)

win share of KLAA South

Tuesday as the host Chiefs
(11510, cainedl @ dhere of
LAA South crown with
i Sver bl rranin
(5-11,37).
Ryan Planey and Jordan

BOX OFFICE PRICES:
Adults $15.00 / Children (3-12) $8.00
Seniors (65 & over) $8.00 / Family Pass (2 adults & 3 children) $40.00
Visit www.DetroitKennelClub.com for group ticket information

Nobles chipped in with 11
and 10 points, respectively,
for Canton, which led 26-14
at halftime before blowing it
open with a 26-9 third-period
run.

The S-foot-B Nobles also
blocked six shots, while Greg
Williams chipped in with
eight points as the Chiefs
shot 56 percent from the field
(30-0f-53).

Like uson
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fortable with the coaching
staff (led by Greg Ryan)
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Wilson sparks Whalers to key win

OHL HOCKEY

and future

“T just really liked him
and he's really turning the
program around,” Lewis
emphasized. “And I liked
the girls, they're all really
nice. I thought I fit in well
with them.”

New opportunity

Foster signed in
December to play at Sie-
na Heights (NAIA), but
then came an unexpect-
ed opportunity with North
Dakota.

North Dakota coaches
were impressed by Fos-
ter’s play at various soc-
cer showcases and con-
tacted Saints’ coach Scott
Oliver about Foster de-
committing.

“I've been working
toward this my whole
life,” Foster said. “It’s
always been one of my
goals to play D-I. 'm just
thankful and blessed to
have this opportunity.”

She added that the Oli-
ver “took it pretty well, he
just said ‘Let me know if T
change my mind.”

According to Stephanie,
it will be an added bonus
to go to the same universi-
ty her dad attended in the
late 1970s.

Tim Dillon graduated
from Salem in 1975, hav-
ing been part of a state
championship team with
the Rocks, and then went
on to Miami of Ohio.

Her choice

“He was complete-
ly unbiased in the choic-
es where I wanted to go
to school,” Stephanie
said. “That’s what I really
liked about it. I think if he
would have pushed it on
me I wouldn't have want-
ed to go there.”

Concurring was her dad,
among the players’ fam-
ily members on hand in
the Plymuulh gym for the
signing ceremony and
reception.

“‘She considered a lot of
other schools,” Tim Dillon
said. “I think she was look-
ing to give other schools
a chance besides Miami -
and then she came back to
Miami.

“It’s a great school and
I think she’ll do very
well there. They have a
Iot newer facilities down
there soit’s a little differ-
ent. But it’s still a small
MAC (Mid-American Con-
ference) school that has a
great tradition and history
down there.”

Neschich said he is glad
the D- recruits will have
one more season at Plym-
outh, because the talent
is there to make another
long postseason run.

In 2010, when Dillon and
Foster were freshmen,

before bowing to Novi.
Lewis is entering her sec-
ond year with the team
after two seasons with
Plymouth's varsity girls
track and field team.

“It's going to be fun,”
Neschich noted. “I'm
working with a great
group of kids that’s we
have coming back.”

The coach also is con-
fident the college sign-
ees will have continued
success following high
school.

“I definitely think they
will because of the suc-
cess they had in high
school and on their club
(team),” he said. “They
play at such a high level.”

High hopes

Meanwhile, all three col-
lege-bound players have
high hopes for their Plym-
outh swan song.

“We have the strongest
team, the closest team
anyone could ever have,”
Foster stressed. “We have
great team chemistry.

Concurring was Dil-
lon, who said the Wildcats
have the ingredients to be
a state champion.

“I think we are one of
the most competitive
teams out there,” Dillon
said. “I think we're defi-
nitely going to be a huge
threat to the other teams.”

By Tim Smith
staff Writer

Having missed chunks
of the 2012-13 Plym-
outh Whalers season due
to various camps, tour-
naments and suspen-
sion, forward Tom Wilson
admitted it’s been diffi-
cult to get into the flow
this season.

“That’s the thing about
Jjuniors, you kind of live
up and down,” said Wil-
son, following Saturday’s
7-3 win over Owen Sound
at Compuware Arena. “T
went to World Juniors, T
was hoping to make that.
1 was one of the last cuts
so that was pretty tough.

“But the thing about
hockey is there’s always
time to bounce back.”

Such was the case for
Miller and the Whalers
against the big, physical
Attack.

Wilson, perhaps revved
up by ex-Plymouth line-
mate JT Miller scurmg
two goals Thursday in his
NHL debut with the New
York Rangers, registered
two goals and assisted on
two others in the victory.
His efforts were reward-
ed with selection as the
game’s first star.

“I think all the guys
were talking about that,”
said the 6-4, 210-pound
Wilson. “He’s an old line-
mate and we're pret-
ty proud to see him net
those first two goals the
other night.”

Wilson, a Washington
Capitals prospect who
recently attended the
NHL team’s abbreviat-
ed post-lockout training

MANDY GETSCHMAN

Plymouth Whalers forward Tom Wilson (No. 10) celebrates
after a teammate scored in the third period Saturday
against Owen Sound goalie Jordan Binnington (No. 31). At
left for the Whalers is Vince Trocheck (No. 25).

camp, is a physical play-
er who can mix things up,
take hits to make plays
and play with an edge.
He also wears his emo-
tions on his jersey sleeve.
On Saturday, after the
alers were called for
what he thought was a
questionable penalty, Wil-
son repeatedly slammed
his stick on the ice in
frustration.
Yet it’s that kind of
intensity that makes
him a valuable player
for coach Mike Velluc-
ei's team, which needed a
victory to leapfrog Sault
Ste. Marie for the OHL
West Division lead.
For a while Satur-
day, before 2,867 fans,
it seemed as [huugh the
effects of Friday’s disap-
pomung 6-3 loss to Bar-
rie would linger over.
Barrie scored four
goals in the third peri-
od to defeat the Whalers,
and the next night Owen
Sound put Plymouth in an

early 2-0 hole Saturday
on goals by Zach Nastasi-
uk and Kyle Hope.

Wilson, however,
reversed the momen-
tum when he tallied his
14th goal of the season at
16:13. Assisting were for-
ward Ryan Hartman and
defenseman Austin Levi
(Farmington Hills),

With less than a minute
to play in the first, the
Whalers tied the game
at 2-2 and Wilson made it
happen. He fed the puck
to forward Vince Tro-
check, who fired it past
Jordan Binnington for
his 34th goal of the sea~
son and 10th in 12 games
since his trade to Plym-
outh.

Finding a wa

“Good teams find a way
to win after a loss,” said
Vellucci, recalling what
he told his team before
Saturday’s contest. “And
stick together, no mat-
ter if we get down or not.

TROCHECK
SCORES 4

The Plymouth Whalers
stayed in first place in
the OHL West Division
with Sunday’s 5-2 victory
at Brampton.

Scoring four of the
Whalers' goals was Vince
Trocheck, who now has
38 for the season. Also
scoring was Tom Wilson
(one goal, two assists).
Ryan Hartman picked up
two helpers and goalie
Alex Nedeljkovic stopped
34 of 36 shots.

Plymouth improved to
28-16-5-4, good for 65
points. Second-place
Sault Ste. Marie lost
Sunday and remained
three points back in the
division.

We got down two and I'm
proud of them because
they stuck together.
“There was no whining
or complaining, they just
had to go take care of
business. They did it.”
There was a temporary
setback early in the sec-
ond period, however.
Cameron Brace was
tripped up as he zeroed
in on Whalers goalie Matt
Mahalak (31 shots, 28
saves) and was awarded a
penalty shot. Brace then
‘made good on the oppor-
tunity, going 5-hole to put
Owen Sound up 3-2.
Wilson (Plymouth High
School) answered the
call yet again at 7:48. He
banged in a rebound to
tie the game at 3-all with
Trocheck and Hartman
drawing helpers.
Finally, at 12:45 on the

power play, Plymouth
took the lead. Forward
Garrett Meurs skated
behind the Owen Sound
net toward the left cor-
ner and flicked a shot
toward the blue pamt
The puck banked in off
Binnington’s leg for
Meurs’ 24th goal of the
season.

Defenseman Gianluca
Curcuruto and forward
Michael Whaley pad-
ded the lead to 6-3 with
third-period markers
against Binnington (39
shots, 33 saves). Wilson
set up Curcuruto’s goal, a
slap shot from above the
right circle that changed
direction after hitting
an Owen Sound player's
stick.

Closing out the scor-
ing with an empty netter
at 18:51 was winger Cody
Payne.

‘The win, coupled with
Sault Ste. Marie's loss to
Peterborough, put the
Whalers (27-16-5-4, 63
points) back in front of
the Greyhounds (29-20-
2-2, 62 points) entering
Sunday 's action.

It was a big win for
another reason, Vellucci
emphasized.

“Everybody’s play-
ing for playoff spots,” he
said. “That’s a good team.
Owen Sound’s ahead of
us (in the Western Con-
ference) and we went 2-
2 against them this year.
‘We may play them in the
first round. That would
be a heck of a series.”

No doubt Wilson would
make an impact on that,
too.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

PCEP grapplers advance to individual regionals

Thirteen Plym-
outh-Canton Educa-
tional Park wrestlers
still have a chance to
make it all the way to
the Palace of Auburn
Hills for next month'’s
Dw:smn 1individual

That 's because they
finished in the top4
in their weight class-
es at last weekend's
individual district at
Saline.

Next is the next

round of matchups, D1 Plymouth’s Mohamad Youssef (right) goes to work in a
103-pound matchup at the Division 1 individual districts
at Saline High School. He ultimately finished first in his

weight class.

individual regionals

Saturday at Canton.
Salem’s Mitchell

Gross and Plymouth's

Mohamad Youssef won at 189 and 103,

respectively. Gross needed overtime to  and Hussein Youssef (145).

decision Bedford’s Codie Bettencourt Also qualifying for the individu-

(6-4) while Youssef pinned Westland al regionals were third-place finish-

John Glenn’s Chase Spanos in 5:41. er Chase Kallil (Plymouth, 130) and
Finishing second on the day from fourth-place finishers Joey Shaver

PCEP were Salem’s Tyler Gross (160),
Canton's Richard DeMarois (119) and
Ben Griffin (125), and Plymouth's Jon

Conn (135), Alec Breckenridge (140)

MHSAA INDIVIDUAL
WRESTLING DISTRICT
CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS
(top 4 qualify for regional)

160 pounds: Mickey Sutton
Woodhaven) decisioned Tyler.
Gross (Salem), 12-8; 3rd

Ben Beallas (Temperance Bedford)
dec. Joey Shaver (Plymouth), 5-4.

TR 0EreKHllman e
haven) dec. Sam Ekanem (Wayne),
7-3; 3rd: David Lijewski (Bedford)
on by defaut over Justn Patton
(Woodh:

185: Mitchell Gross (salem) dec.
Codle Bettencourt Bedford)

6-4 (overtime); 3rd: Dan Green
(Mnnroe) dec
(Woodhavs 6 (OT).

215 Brandon Sunday (Bedford)
dec. Jahi Hillard (Ann Arbor Pio-
neer), 7-4; 3rd: Jordon Brandon
(Westland John Glenn) won by
maloridec ek ieoley (Can-

ton), 11-3.

ns Manny Haddad (Livonia
Churchill) dec. Adam Ortman
(Bedford), 4-3; 3rd: Dylan Mo-
rantes (John Glenn) dec. Aaron

(Plymouth, 160), K.J. Wooley (Canton,
215), Trey Berry (Plymouth, 119)and  [.;

Sofus Nielson (Plymouth, 145).

Record week for 'Cats, Chiefs

Plymouth and Canton
are breaking girls gym-
nastics records left and
right.

On Tuesday, Plymouth
celebrated ‘Senior Night’
with a 141.50-t0-140.30
victory over Salem —
setting a new points
record in the process.

“The team honored
its seniors and put it
all together,” Plymouth
coach Pam Yockey said.

"Every gymnast did their
* part.”

Perhaps the biggest
individual showing for
the Wildcats, however,
was by freshman Rebeca
Simu. She set the team’s
all-around record with a
35.75 score. She nailed
uneven parallel bars with
a9.125 to duplicate her
first record-setting mark
of the season.

Simu tallied 8.95 on
floor exercise, 8.9 on
vault and 8.75 on balance
beam

Plymouth senior co-
captain Jane McCurry
approached her school-
record routine on floor
exercise with a 9.4, fall-
ing just shy of first-place
Morgan Soper (9.425) of

GYMNASTICS

Salem.

McCurry also fin-
ished in a fourth-place
tie on vault with soph-
omore teammate Kay-
la Janeveski (8.95).
They trailed Salem’s 1-
2-3 punch of Soper (9.1),
Brittany Ramirez and
Brooke Allgeyer (9.0
each).

Other top perfor-
mances by the Wildcats
included senior co-cap-
tain Sarah Uhlian (9.05
on floor, fourth), junior
Brenna Connelly (9.25 on
floor, third), freshman
Sam Fontana (8.85 on
bars, second) and fresh-
man Haley Metz (8.65 on
beam, fourth).

Salem’s Andrea Merlot-
ti (9.1 on beam, first; 8.85
on bars), Ramirez (8.825
on bars) and Paulette
Martino (8.875 on floor)
rounded out top perfor-
mances at the dual meet.

Yockey is optimistic
her team (9-2 with the
only losses to Canton
and Brighton) will con-
tinue to excel at Satur-
day’s KLAA tournament
at Walled Lake.

Chiefs break mark

Canton’s amazing
run continued with last
Wednesday’s 149.7-to-
136 victory over visit-
ing Farmington — a new
school record for the
Chiefs.

Nicole Lasecki, Erica
Lucas, Melissa Green,
Jocelyn Moraw, Hai-
ley Hodgson and Mad-
die Toal “all worked all-
around and swept the
top six AA scores,” Can-
ton head coach John
Cunningham reported.

The Chiefs, 30-0 over-
all, took 26 of the top 30
places.

Following are Canton’s
results from the meet:

Vault: 1. Lucas, 9.4;

2, (tie) Lasecki, Green,
9.25; 4. Hodgson, 9.2; 5.
Moraw, 9.0.

Bars: 1. Moraw, 9.6;

2. Lucas, 9.15; 3. Green,
9.05; 4. Toal, 8.775.

Beam: 1. Lasecki, 9.5;
2. (tie) Hodgson, Toal,
9.475; 4. Moraw, 9.425;
5. Green, 9.3; 6. Lucas,

8.85.

Floor: 1. (tie) Lasecki,
Toal, 9.6; 3. Moraw, 9.55;
4. Toal, 9.4; 5. Lucas,

5.

Mauldin (Wayne), 5-0.
103; Mohamad Youssef (Plym-

outh) pinned chase spanos (lonn
Glenn), 5:41; 3rd: Ty
@edford) e Billy Cobb (Pio-

er), 4-2 (OT).
112: Kyle Gilies (John Glenn)

dec. Austin Koehler (Belleville),
11-4; 3rd: Taylor Ticknor (aline)
p:Matx Horme (Wostlhaven),

*35: Mitch Rogaliner (Bedford)
won by major dec. over Richard
DeMarois (Canton), 11-3; 3

Kevin Huynh (lohn Glenn) Gec.
Trey Berry (Plymouth), 2-1.

125: Mitch Pawjak (Bedford)
won by default over Ben Grif-
fin (Canton); 3rd: Jon Locklear
(Churchill) p. Keegan Pape (Pio-
neer), 2:05,

130: Jordan Markey (Ypsi-
lanti Lincoln) dec. Jake Helminski
(Bedford), 5-0; 3rd: Chase Kallil
(Plymouth) p. Brett Quinn (John
Glenn), 2:56.

135: Nate O'Sullivan (aline)
dec. Jon Cann (Plymouth), 4-2;
3rd: Logan Dicarlo (Monroe) dec.
Robert Freter (Pioneer), 3-2.

140: Allen Parker (Wayne) dec.
Alec Breckenridge (Plymouth), 3-
2; 3rd: Quandre Thomas Pioneer)
dec. Jake Lohr (Bedford), 4-3.

145: Travis Mann (John Glenn)
p. Hussein Youssef (Plymouth),
3:25; 3rd: Travis Labell (Monroe)
dec. Sofus Nielson (Plymouth),

152: Jordan Snyder (Bedford)
dec. Alex Cornelius (saline), 7-5;
3M Connor Harmon (Monroe)

dec. Jared Ammons (Wood-

haven), 7-0.

218-609), Jimmy Bowl-
ing (seventh, 188-246-

Salem boys roll to
Valentine's victory

Salem's varsityboys  PREP BOWLING
bowling team added P
to its string of 2012-13 For Plymouth, Jordan
achievements witha Orzech’s 179-168-212-
first-place finishat Sun- 559 series earned him
day’s Valentines Tour- 14th place while Charlie
nament at NoviLanes.  Anderson finished 18th

The KLAA Cen- with a 538 series.
tral Division co-lead- In the girls tourney,
ers registered a 3,911 Westland John Glenn’s
pin count to best Novi- 3,535 was good for first
Detroit Catholic Cen- place, ahead of How-
tral (3,774) and Canton ell (3,429) and Salem
(3,663). Plymouth fin- (3,385). Placing ninth
ished eighth withatotal ~ was Canton (3,018)
of 3,496. while Plymouth’s tal-

The Rocks featured ly of 2,973 was good for
three bowlers to crack 11th,
the top 20: Kevin Wil- Finishing first over-
liams (second, 215-176-  all was Salem’s Kristin

Larkins, who rolled a
l7l-254-212-637 series.

155-589) and Steven Teammate Bridget
Cadwell (17th, 221-156-  Maul was fifth (240-156-
167-544). 155-551) while Canton's
Canton's top perform-  Beth Stark placed 10th
er was 20th-place Aar- with a 152-186-189-527
on Madsen, whorolleda  series.
176-190-167-533 series. Also in the top 20
Placing 24th and 25th from the Park were
respectively for the Emily Fraser (Plym-
Chiefs were Michael outh, 14th, 505) and Bri-
Richards (529) and Alex  anna Bailey (Canton,
Champagne (525). 19th, 495).
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Ministry offers support,
love to strip club workers

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Laura Urenda gave nearly 500 Valen-
tine's Day gifts to strip club workers
last weekend.

Women at 20 Detroit-area clubs
received stickers, candy, cosmetics,
scarves, headbands, Valentine's Day
cards and information about counseling,
mentoring and education services.

““The things we take into the clubs are
purposeful. They may seem like fun
girly gifts, but they are relationship
starters,” said Urenda, a Westland res-
ident and founder of My Sister Song
ministry at Connection Church in Can-

group reg-
ularly vis-
it women in
Detroit-area
clubs, bring-
ing them
messages
of hope and
love, along

Urenda

with small gifts.

“‘We end up going around holiday
times. We try to do themes. For Valen-
tines Day we did pretty little mesh bags
... We put in a valentine and candy and
lip balm. I always put in a contact card
and I also put a love note in every bag
because we want to speak right to the
heart of the girl.

“Our motivation is for them to know
they are loved and valued and that they
have a purpose for greater things.”

Urenda said many of the nearly 5,000
women she and her team have met since
2009, aren’t accustomed to receiving
gifts with no strings attached. Urenda
makes it clear to recipients that there’s
no hidden agenda.

“We are the eyes, ears, hands and feet
of Jesus. We listen to their stories and *
we love on them.

‘We don’t cram anything down any-
one's throat. The clubs know that we're.
Jjust there because we care about the
girls. We are there to love on them and
provxde them with resources. We're
invited in on their turf and we love them
where they are.

“We would never ask a girl to leave
the industry. We believe (change) is
more powerful when it comes from her.
There are other ways to walk with her.”

Similar past

Urenda, who is married, founded My
Sister Song on the suggestion of her
‘minister. Harmony Star Dust, a former
exotic dancer with a similar outreach
in California was scheduled to speak
at Connection Church and the pastor
encouraged Urenda to attend the pre-
sentation.

“Little did my pastor know that Thad
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Members of My Sister Song outreach
team, including Laura Urenda, (third from
left), have made it their mission to let
women in strip clubs know that they are
valued and loved.

experience in the club scene. I had
worked asa hostess at a club for a short
time.”

Urenda, who discovered that she and
the speaker had both worked at the
same club in California years before,
began to build her own ministry. She
assembled a small and reliable group
of women to help her with outreach to
the clubs, created a prayer team and
recruited office and gift bag assem-
bly volunteers, as well as a baker who
makes gourmet cookies for each visit.

No judging

Other members of her outreach team
tell personal stories of drug abuse,
domestic violence, suicide attempts and
exotic dancing. They can identify with
the women they visit in Detroit-area
clubs. s
“A lot of women expect us to hate
them. But we say, hey, we get it. We've
been there. God loves you and we love
you too.”

Urenda isn’t certain how many wom-
en have left the club scene because of
My Sister Song’s influence. She said
the group sees many new women —
and young women — at every outreach
event, but she is hopeful that the min-
istry’s message of love and validation
has tugged at their hearts. '

“Every now and then there will be
a girl who has a lot going on, but she
doesn’t know her value. She just needs
someone to say I believe in you,” Uren-
da said. “I've watched them take off
and fly.

“We've seen girls start brand new
lives. They've gotten good jobs and
custody of their kids, off drugs and
alcohol and they've developed a church
family.”

‘Watching their baptism into Christi-
anity “is the most precious thing in the
world,” she added.

My Sister Song welcomes volun-
teers to help with fundraising, gift bag
assembly, and other tasks. The minis-
try also accepts donations, which are
tax-deductible through Connection
Church. Visit www.mysistersong.com
for more information.
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DEGRAFF,
PHOEBE CAMPBELL
Age 90, of Bloomfield Town-
ship. At home on February 8,
2013, from heart failure, Preced-
ed in death by her husband of 56
years, Daniel C. DeGraff. Sur-
Vived by daughters Dricka
DeGraff and Greichen (Frank)
Newman and  granddaughters
Anna (fiancé Denis Griffis) and
Grace Newman. Phocbe taught
piano for over 50 years, dirccted
the handbell choirs at the Con-
gregational. Church of Birming-
ham, and was an adjudicator for
numerous music festivals. Serv-
ice at Great Lakes National Ce-
metery will be private. Memorial
contributions may be made 0 the
Birmingham Musicale Philan-
thropic Fund, 18301 W. 13 Mile

Rd, B2, Southficld, M1 48076,

GRZYCH,
JESSICA ROSE
Lost her brave § year battle with
leukemia on February 10, 2013
at age 23. Loving daughter of
Pamela (Ber) Parsons and Wal-
ter (Loni Cicirelli) Grzych. Dear
sister of Victor Parsons. Beloved
ddaughter of Walter Grzych
and Rose Schaffer. Dear niece of
Aunt Shawn, Uncle Mike, Uncle
Eric, Aunt Wendy, Aunt Kathy
and Uncle Brian, Beloved cousin
of Amanda, Dale, Hailey, Han-
nah and Sheldon. She was decply
Toved and will be dearly missed
by her beloved cats, Chloe, Kylie
and Libby. Funeral service Thur-
sday 10am at the John N. Sanciu
& Son Funeral Home, 1139 N.
Inkster Rd, (between Ford Rd:
and Cherry Hill), Garden City.
In liew of flowers, donations may
be made to the Jessica Rose
Grzych Memorial Fund at the
University of Michigan Compre-
hensive Cancer Center. This
fund will support research in the
area of Leukemia and Graft Ver-
sus Host Disease, Checks may be
made o "University of Michi-
gan" and sent to Medical Devel-
opment, Atin: Kim  Schuster,
1000 Oakbrook, Suite 100, Ann
Arbor, M1 48104. You may also
call 734-998-6893 or visit
www.meancer org/tribute
to make your gift, In Jessicals
‘honor please wear pink, purple,
red or Red Wings attire.
wwwsanteiufuneralliome,com

OLIVER,
WILLIAM
Age 71 of Northyille, passed
away at his home on Weds., Feb.
6th, surounded by his loving
family. Bill was bom in Detroit
to parents Lawrence and Grace
Olier. A 1959 graduate of Cody.
High School, he later attended
the Center for Creative Studies.
Although he made his living as
the owner of "Bill Oliver's Wall-
paper & Painting”, his passion
for art, in various media, re-
mained his lifelong passion. Bill
was 4 founding member of De-
troit Focus (Cass Comidor Ar-
tists) in the 1970, a past mem-
ber of the Visual ‘Arts Associa-
tion of Livonia, and a current,
contributing  member of the
Northville Art House. Bill is re-
‘membered as an outstanding tal-
ent and accomplished artist
whose works were exhibited in
many local and national art
shows. He was an avid gardener
and collector of art, glass and
pottery. He also gave of his per-
sonal time to deliver meals on
‘wheels in the Northville and Li-
vonia areas for many years. In
addition to his loving wife, Eliz-
abeth, Bill is survived by his
mother Grace, sister Susan
Threet. (Larry), son Adam Oliv-
er, daughter Amy  Gallico
(Mike), son Andy Oliver (Deb-
by), step-sons Matt Unsworth
(Jennifer) and Don Unsworth
(Amy). He is also survived by
cight grandchildren, two nicces,
and beloved dog Trixie, A me-
morial service celebrating Bill’s
life and beautiful art is planned
for a later date, In lieu of flow-
ers, the family suggests memori-
al donations to the Northville Art
House, Angela Hospic, the Ani-
mal Rescue Shelter of your
choice, or Promise Village Home
for Children.

OLSON,
ALTA L.
February 8, 2013, age 86 of Ply-
mouth. Beloved wife of the late
John. Loving mother of David
(Therese), Jon (Colleen), Mark
(the late Nancy) and Kurt (Pat-
ty). Adored Grandma of Markus,
Kevin, Nicholas, Ryan, Lauren,
Elodie and Alice. Funeral Serv-
ice Friday 11 AM at Vermeulen
Funeral Home, 46401 W. Ann
Arbor Road, (Botween Sheldon
& Beck) Plymouth.  Visitation
Thursday 69 PM. Interment
Riverside Cemetery. Memorials
may be made (o the Salvation
Ammy. To share a memory, visit
vermeulenfuneralhome.com

VERMETLEN
EURERALY #_

Age 34, dlcd :uddcnly February
8, 2013. Beloved husband of
Michele, Loving father of Elin.
Dearest son of Ken and Ju
Dear brother of Erica. Sonin-
law of Charles and Suzamne
Krisher. Also survived by aunts,
uncles, cousins and a host of
family and friends. Funeral Sery-
ice at the R.G. & G.R. Harris Fu-
neral Home, 15451 Farmington
Rd,, Livonia, Saturday at 11 am.
Visiain Fridy fom |9
Memorial contrib

d to
Northrop-Sassaman
Funeral Directors,
19091 Northville Rd., Northville.

RPAYING: TIRIBUIE
1o 1rE LYFE or
your LOVIED ONIE

y be
i o the Than Schiaes
Family Trust C/O Chase Bank.
Please share a memory at:
wiwirgesharris com

L 'S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Tridentine Latin Mass

*Canfesions Hosrd Prior o Each Mass

Rosedale i
Gardens l'lggmcﬂ ’“”":'“ 3
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (lilsﬂ) Traditionsl Worship 8,808 11 am.
o an

<, (734)422-0494

' Progyams meato st 8208 11
The o Srve s racstonto.
M

Mother
Tuosdays st TOOPM. e

| PLYMOUTH CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE

(LR Wed. 7:00 PM.

E
3
4

OPEN ARMS CHURCH
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am

Children's Programs
Available

33015 W. 7 Mile Rd, » Livonia 48152
Between Farminglon & Merriman

17810 Farsmron Row,
2811380

ST. Pau’s Ev. Lutieran
H

Wrmsmr Smms

UNITY WORLDWIDE
MINISTRIES

| statfed Nursery Available
Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ |
Pastors: Davenport, Bayer, & Creeden

Adult Sunday: 9:30 -
Ci

Services held

8 Christ Our éavmr Lutheran Church

14175 Farmington Road, Livonia; Just north of 1-96
‘www.christoursaviororg

Sunday Worship
8:30 8 11:00 am - Traitional

Sunday SchoolBible Class

Early Chidhood Contor
Phone 734-513-8413

734-522-6830

10:15 a.m. + Worshi

hildrens Sunday School: 10:30 a. 4

Mursery provided «

: Saint Andrews Eplscopal C)luldl
16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia * South of 51x Mile Road Q

i Kid's Stop Preschod
o eatas Aaw Evolig
o Friends of Uni
774 North Sheldon Roac
Plymouth, Ml
P e ity

1053 from Joe's Produce

248.471.5282

e riendsofunity.org
Sunday Seve s Youth Progrars 10 .m.
Fsenc Ermae, Lienad

734.454.0015,.,.....

iy Ty

For Information _
regarding this Directory, please call
Sue Sare at 248-437-2011 ext. 247

or e-mail: ssare@hometownlife.com

'EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA

Antioch

Lutheran Church |
s

Wednesdays through March 20

Sunday Worship Services
£ 8:30 and 11 a.m.
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Local band releases first CD at Redford tavern

By Sharon Dargay
Statt Writer

The Clatter, a three-
man band with a huge
repertoire of Motown
and classic rock tunes,
got a thumbs up from
listeners at a CD
release party of orig-
inal songs in Clinton
Township last weekend.

“As my sons would
say, it was off the
hook,” said Kim Mad-
eleine, guitarist from
Livonia. He figures that
most of the party-goers
that night were friends,
family and eastside
fans, eager to hear
the original songs on
“Name in Lights,” the
band’s debut CD.

“I'm looking forward
to reactions on this side
of town,” he added. “I
think people will like it.
I'm proud of what we
did.”

He and band mem-
bers, bass player Lou
Wysocki of Detroit, and
drummer Dennis Zavis
of Farmington Hills,
are looking for a repeat
of last weekend’s enthu-
siastic crowd when
they perform “Name in
Lights” Saturday, Feb.
23 at the Timberwolf
Tavern, 25641 Plymouth
Road, Redford Town-

ship.
The Timberwolf is
among the band’s usu-
al haunts that draws
an audience eager to
hear — and dance to —
familiar Motown and
classic rock songs.
“We're not a typi-
cal band that plays 50
songs. We have 150
songs we can draw
from. We play stuff that
others don’t, but it’s all
danceable. People come
to dance and hear their
favorite songs”

The Clatter performs class rock and Motown hits, as well as original tunes.

NAME IN LIGHTS

The cover of The Clatter's

Madeleine said the
group’s followers like-
ly didn’t expect the
band would record a CD
of original songs. The
work represents a con-
glomeration of writ-
ing styles. The music
recalls ‘70s and ‘80s
classic rock, and var-
ies from short tunes to
longer songs that tell a
story.

“We've got a lot of
harmonies, because
that is what we do,”

Madeleine noted. “It
was a passion for us to
get this on a CD. It's

a labor of love for us
because we like the
songs we’ve written and
we think people will,
too.”

Two-year project
Although individual-
ly, Madeleine, Wysocki
and Zavis played in var-

ious bands for years,
they came together as
The Clatter in 2008 and
began recording their
debut CD in 2011, com-
pleting it nearly two
years later.

“When I was 19, you
could spend a week
recording in the stu-
dio. You didn’t leave the
studio. You ate pizza
and slept on couches,”
Madeleine said. “We
all have busy person-
al schedules and a busy
schedule with the band,
because we’re playing

Advanced Technology Academy

W

A Michigan Public Charter School District

— AT DAVENPORT UNIVERSITY LIVONIA CAMPUS

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN’S FIRST
COLLEGE CREDIT HIGH SCHOOL

Livonia Campus Opening - FALL 2013
ENROLL NOW! - 10th through 12th Grades

W Tuition is FREE!

Featuring

Students can earn 32 college credits
or more while attending high school
W Concurrent College Enrollment
Pprovided by Davenport University
and Lake Superior State University
W Conveniently located on the
Davenport University Livonia
Campus at 1-275 and 7 Mile Road.

RSHLP
D STUDIES

LIVONIA CAMPUS

19499 Victor Parkway © Livonia, Ml 48152

734-779-1654
DEARBORN CAMPUS

4801 Oakman Bivd. » Dearborn, Ml 48126

313-625-4700

LIVON

www.atafordpas.org

VISIT US AT THE

ONIA CAMPUS
OPENHOUSE

The Clatter is Kim Madeleine (seated) of Livonia, Lou
Wysocki of Detroit (left) and Dennis Zavis of Farmington
Hills.

“(airway," is part of the
adult writing contest.

Adults who enter the
“Short on Words” contest

may find inspiration in this

photo.

all the time. It (record-
ing) took a while to do,
but we never lost sight
of the fact that we'd get
it done.”

Band members all
have day jobs in addi-
tion to their weekend
music gigs and week-
ly rehearsal sessions.
Madeleine owns a pub-
lic relations firm and
teaches in the journal-
ism department at Oak-
land University. Zavis
owns a manufacturing
company in Madison
Heights and Wysocki
works with comput-
er systems. Both Made-
leine and Wysocki also
have children. Made-
leine’s two sons have
graduated from college
and Wysocki has chil-
dren both in high school
and out of college.

All ages

Although The Clat-
ter draws an audience
of mostly 40- to 50-year-
olds, younger listeners
recognize and appreci-
ate their repertoire.

“We play Tom Pet-
ty for my one son and
another kid likes the
Rolling Stones. They
grew up with us listen-
ing to it,” Madeleine
said. “We have 20-some-
things come up and
request songs. We have
a good following for our
regular stuff.”

He hopes the Tim-
berwolf audience will
enjoy the original
songs, too.

“This is fun for us. We
love doing this”

He said the band plans
to start recording a sec-
ond CD this summer.

For more information
about The Clatter, visit
www.theclatter.net. Call
the Timberwolf Tavern
at (313) 937-1218.

Youngsters may find
inspiration in this photo
of a dog, for the “Short on
Words” contest.

Photos inspire contest entries

Preservation Dental
is accepting entries for
Northville's Arts & Acts
Festival’s literature con-
test, “Short on Words.”

Entrants in two age
categories — 18 years
or over and 17 years
and younger — write
a short story or poet-
ry based on one of the
contest’s selected pho-
tographs. The crite-
ria are the same for
both age groups, howev-
er, the photo selection
is different and the fea-
tured photos are clear-
ly marked for the appro-
priate age category. Sub-
missions that do not
address one of the desig-
nated photos will be dis-
qualified.

The Arts & Acts cel-
ebration will be held
June 28-30 in downtown
Northville.

Here's the criteria for
all “Short on Words”
submissions:

= All entries must speak
to one of the featured
photos. See them at pres-
ervationdental.com.

« Enfries can be a poem
or a short story that are
no more than 1,500 words.

« Each entry must have
atitle and be typed, dou-
ble-spaced, and single-
sided only.

» Pages must be num-
bered, but no other iden-

This photo of a tree is
part of both the adult and
youth writing competi-
tions.

tifying marks may
appear.

« A cover page must
be included and must
list the title of the sub-

“Joan of
Arc”is
de-
signed
to

inspire
adult
writers.

This photo is designed to
inspire young writers who
enter the “Short on Words”
competition.

mission, the name of the
author, the photo that
inspires the piece, an e-
mail address and/or con-
tact phone number.

* Author biographies
are optional.

* Entries will not be

Please see CONTEST, B7

.
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CONTEST

Continued from page B6

Arts Crafts

DETROIT INSTIYUTE
OF Al

returned.

* One submission form,
three copies of the entry,
and one $10 entry fee
should be mailed to Pres-
ervation Dental, Atten-
tion: Denise Jenkins, 371

Saturday-Sund:
E. Main St, Northville MI | oensiores sooe

48167 ;
Detroit
* All fees ar - #
e €100 Family Sundays: 2 p.m. Sundays;

* All entries must be

e
postmarked no later than  +. deplssion

April 12. !
periment, through March 3; Motor

& ,";;’,k:pif‘y‘;‘ﬂi‘e X WY City Muse: Detroit Photographs:

oA Then and Now, through June 16;

The cash award for this
year’s 1st Place Adult
contest winner is $100;
1st Place Young Adult

photos, April 7-July 7

dia.org
contest winner is $100;
otherawards are $50and ~ GALLERY@VT
$25 in both age catego- Time/Date: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mon-
ries. day-Friday, Feb. 1-24
A reception to honor all ~ Location: Village Theater at

authors will be held Fri- Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
day, June 28. Winners Canton %

be announced at the Details: Mixed media by Sabrina
reception. Nelson

Tlmelnates. 10.2.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday-Thursday, 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. Friday; 10 2.m. to 5 p.m

Location: 5200 Woodward,

storytelling, performances; free

Exhibits: Hidden Treasures: An Ex-

Shirin Neshat, includes eight video
installations and two series of

Contact: (313) 833-7900, www.

GET OUT!

Contact: (734) 394-5308
LIBERTY STREET
BREW PUB
Time/Date: Exhibit through March
30; pub hours are 3 p.m.-midnight,
Monday-Thursday; 3 p.m.-1 a.m
Friday; 11 a.m.-1a.m. Saturday;
and noon-midnight, Sunday
Location: 149 W. Liberty St., Plym-
outh; Upper Hall Gallery
Details: Second annual group
show by Art Circle Six. This year's
show features the artist challenge
“Icons, Myths and Legends"
Contact: (734) 207-9600
NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE
Time/Date: 1-5 p.m. Wednesday-
Saturday, through Feb. 23
I.ocation 215 W. Cady, Northville
Details: 7th Annual Member Ex-
hibitioh is an all-media, non-juried
show.
Contact: (248) 344-0497
PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY
ARTS COUNCIL
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day-Thursday and during public
events, through February
Location: Plymouth Commu-

nity Arts Council, 774 N. Sheldon,
Plymouth

Details: Rock music poster graphic
design from Gary Grimshaw, for-
mer artist at the Grande Ballroom,
is on display along with poster
works by artists for the San Fran.
cisco Band, Moonalice.

Contact: (734) 416-4278

Film

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Feb. 19
Location: Congregational Church
of Birmingham, UCC, 1000 Cran-
brook Road, Bloomfield Hills
Details: “Carbon Nation” is a doc-
umentary about climate change
and what the world rieeds to do to
slow it down. Admission is free
Contact: cchucc.org

PENN THEATRE

Time/Date: 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, Feb. 15-16 and 4:45
p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 17
Location: 760 Penniman Ave.,
Plymouth

Details: “Hitchcock,” 43
Coming up: 7 p.m.Thursday-Fri-

day, Feb. 21-22 and 28, and 3:45
p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
Feb. 23-24, “Lincoln.” “Parental
Guidance” will run 7 p.m. and 9
p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 1-2
and 4:45 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 3

Contact: (734) 453-0870; www.
penntheatre.com

REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Feb. 22, and 2
p.m. and 8 p.m. Feb. 23
Location: 17350 Lahser, Detroit
Details: “The Letter,” starring
Bette Davis; $4

Contact: (313) 537-2560; www.
redfordtheatre.com

Music

10 NORTH BAR & GRILLE
Time/Date: 9 p.m. to approxi-
mately 1.a.m, Feb. 16

Location: 24555 Novi Road, Novi
Details: Free live music with Soul
Hustler, Motown, classic covers
and current hits. All ages welcome.
Food and drink specials all night
long

Contact: (248) 365-4720; 10north-
bar,

2. MONAGHAN K OF

"N @7 19801 Farmington Rd. * Livonia » 248 476 8385

\l/'

_p,/ Offi Friday;
|qu1 nlnner;sp

Dlnner served 4 to

m e Coupon necessary.

Banquet Hall available for All Parties

v.unum Weekend Dinner Show Feb. 17,2013

$35.00 per

egends Liza Minnell & Judy Garland on mg.
b o accepted * Reserve your table

Check these Local Businesses offering Great Values
and ready to serve you enjoy

ROTIBBERIE“

37337 Six Mile
Newburgh Plaza

SL Michael’s Parish pnesem:s' R

“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”
ISH]

‘eb. 15, 22 & Mar. 1, 8, 15, & 22
4:30-7:00 pm
< FullDiners » Camy-out Available S8
* Ghoice of Hand-dipped Fried or Baked Fresh Atantic Cod
o B o Fee Aduits: $9 » Seniors: $8 « Kids 3-11: 5 + 3 & Under: FREE
RGBS o i ot FATWtart B S ofPrmouth R s« 34281188
' ADULTS...$10.50 KIDS nder11..56.00 Under3...FREE fonjastr
0“ 35375 Joy Ruad (W, of Wayna ) Westand 734525 350 =
___ Saint nslanﬂnv& Saint Helen Church

resents
>Lenten Fish Fry Friday
Every Friday During Lent » :30pm
luﬁtl}l:'cludu Fried / Baked Cod, Fried Calamarl Pnh.

AST - LUNCH - DINNER
Join Us for

We locall
e

B ilari $3.00 OFF

18” X-Large Pizza
Off Regular Menu Price * Pick-Up Only
248.476-4260

e cobpon per order » €39, 4-1513

$11.99 ... .
Large Round PIZZA | shrimp |
Cheese and 1 to 3 items

Pick Up Only 2 l_)(enn?erth
O o e Fish & Chips
s Potato Pancakes

FR'EE ...just to name a few!
DELIVERY,

with a 510 Purchase

with a variety of delicious homemade
Polish & American entrees

Salmon Steak
Broiled Cod
Pierogis

FAMILY
DINNER
) Inchues I whele ]
exciting
(B L] Fishn Tots 58.99
Grilled Altantic
Salmon sw 99 |

Spomal
¢ Your Valentlne‘s Day =
Ma'l(!arder Today...Pick Up Thurs. Feb, 14 4| AVIROED

Pasta  Inclides House Sa s VN2
Rnﬂsso:rsa Dnlcksnnens: B(ud&shc?MTlumm Y YHE‘VE‘A“IZ“H
1 OR..Chicken Marsala with :

$
1 Mashed Pottoes & Vegelables 13.99 .
lwly-nmunmuny_mi it

”

‘Starting This Wednesday & Friday
Potato Pancakes, Fish & Nalisniki or
Potato Pancakes, Pierogi & Nalis

2 Locations to Serve You
1370 Five Mile ® PI mouth * 734-420-1500
15800 ivonia * 734-425-9800

Uvn
Sun-Thurs 43 MIIMnI]m ety pm-2am

44282 Warren . ‘canton
(734) 416 0880

U PEN f‘mﬁ
8 @ o
Ikt S ()(/Iﬁe-n!uwd

Regy, HOME cook™®

Buy 1 entree,
Get 1 entree

1/2 OFF

‘With coupon = Expires 3/21/13
172 off applied to meal of esser value
Not valid with any other offer

20% OFF

any purchase of
$25 or more

With coupon « Expires 3/21/13
Not valid with any other offer

GET
50% OFF

New York Strip
Special Is Back!

Includes

February
Special
Ismsshsd potato

10% off and vegetable.

Sun thru Thurs. S
4pm to 6pm
Not valid with other specials  Mon. mru Wed. 11-4

AWESOME Lunch Specials
Fresh Homemade Soup

D e S15.95
Like us on

Facebook
to get all of our
daily specials and

upcoming events...

ENTEHTAINMENT

Bay anym:mndqdn_nam.ccsowt
Besrelteravitieaii
Notaid wvﬂ:ﬂ \m&: Eaf oflers,"2lor'men,
ofher coupons, for alcoholic beverages, orin conjuncion
wilhProgressive Discounlprogram. il be applicd
fothe enfree ofleastvalue.Limitone
Duplicated oraleredc
Tax and grahity excl

A

: 7

ErydourHomemadelRolishispeciaitios/ M7

Perogi » Keilbasa w/Kraut 4
4 perchec
, accepled
; d.Validfor dine-in only:
A

= Potato Pancakes = Stuffed Cabbage
6047|North Wayne Rd Wesnand
Sun-Wed 7um -9pm; Thuls Sat; 7a 10D

Fis 732529 6453 ST

Don’t be left behind...Call 734-582-8363 today to learn more about advertising in Out on the Town!

This coupon expires February 28,2013
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It's all about the people

By Dan Dean
Staf Columnist

ere is something
about great coffee
and great photo-
hs.

The parallels are
almost too numerous to
mention. From the beau-
ty of the landscapes
where coffee is grown
and the
people
who grow
it, to sit-
tingina
comfort-
able chair
wi[h

per-
l‘ect cup
check-
ing out

a great

“coffee table” book
there is some sort of cre-
ative and similar emo-
tion evoked by both.

When I realized that
working in newspapers
was likely to go the way
of silver 35mm film, T
decided to get in front of
the situation and open a
coffee shop. It seemed a
natural extension from
my days behind the lens.

Back in the day, I got to

4
Coffee Preacher

Dan Dean

wear Chuck Taylor high-
tops (different pair for
each day), blue jeans, a
Banana Republic Pho-
tojournalist Vest (or a
T-shirt and sport coat),
keep the beard I grew in
high school in anticipa-
tion of working someday
as a photojournalist and
I carried around a bag

of equipment that was
worth well more than the
car I drove. Let’s face

it — I had a very, very
cool gig. The Man never
made me wear any stink-
in’ necktie.

And while my days
behind the counter of my
own coffee shop came a
bit later in life — today
I see another set of cool,
albeit probably as poor
as we were, kids. For
many the beard is still
there, but add the req-
uisite arm tats, dark-
rimmed glasses, replace
the 36-pocket shooter’s
vest for a three-piece
suit vest picked up at
the local Salvation Army
store, maybe keep the
high-tops and add a knit
hat and or a scarf. Let
me introduce the hipster
barista standing behind
an espresso machine

worth far more than the
bicycle they rode into
work o

Ah— the parallels are
endless.

There are the contests,
debates about Nikon or
Canon cameras, La Mar-
zocco or Nuova Simonel-
li espresso machines,
intense discussions
about technique, ISO,
beans, pixels, grinders,
light and countless oth-
er variables about what
makes a great photo-
graph or the perfect cup
of coffee. Yet the best
thing about both profes-
sions goes well beyond

d La Marzocco

JEFF TAYLOR | PT'S COFFEE ROASTING CO.

This soulful portrait is a great example of how coffee and photojournalism are all about
the people. In this case a coffee farmer from Burundi captured by coffee professional and

while on a coffee buying trip.

how well a V60 is poured  former photojournalist, Jeff Taylor, wi
or a peak moment cap-

tured, because the best years, and what comes

thing about both jobs is to mind is the incredible

- the people. And the best

pros in both fields have
an innate sense in how to
interact and make others
feel at home.

The great photojour-
nalists will capture the
essence of a Fortune 500
company CEO at 10 a.m.
and then make a soul-
ful portrait of a guy sell-
ing hubcaps for a living
at noon. Think of some of
the great photojournal-
ism moments over the

access the best photogra-
phers have gained to put
themselves in position to
capture those moments.
Leading a newbie
customer by the hand
through myriad coffee
terminology, taste pro-
files, affects of altitude,
processlng and roast-
ing, not to mention brew
method, can be a lot
like explaining the wir-
ing diagram for a new

The best baristas deliv-
er just the right amount
information to put a
new customer at ease.
They explain the bene-
fits of properly steamed
milk and recognize and
acknowledge the regu-
lar who just walked in
the door as they hand the
new customer her first
latte with a perfectly
poured Rosetta.

I miss shooting and
1 miss pouring lattes,
but most of all, as I sit
at my desk going on 10

years behind-the-scenes,
I'miss the people. But
hey, I still o not have

to wear a tie, I could
wear my Chucks — but
my feet will not allow
it—and I believe the
iPhone camera is still
worth more than the car
Idrive.

Dan Dean is AME of pre-
sentation for O&E Media.
The former staff photogra-

_ pher and coffee shop owner

an be reached by e-mail at
ddean@hometownlife.com

car to a kindergartner.

Get creative at meal time

‘When it comes to adding flavor and variety to
your family meals, sometimes a little creativity
is necessary Here are some easy ideas to get you

0 Make it a family affair. Get the whole family
involved in planning and making dinner. Depend-
ing on their ages, each family member can help in
some way. Some can mix and stir; others can chop
and sauté. Take turns being the chef and, along
with a parent, each child can plan, make and serve

everything based on their own culinary inspiration.

It may not be a conventional dinner, but it will be a
fun learning experience for the whole family.
= Look to the pantry for Inspiration. You may

Family-Time Pizza
Yield: & slices

Prep Time: 15 min

Cook Time: 24 min

Olive oil no-stick cooking spray

3 cups Hungry Jack Complete Buttermilk Pancake & Waffle Mix (ust

3 tablespoons extra virgin olive ol
1 (14 ounce) jar prepared pizza sauce (1% cups)
1 cup shredded mozzarela cheese

Heat oven to 425°F. Coat 12-inch pizza pan or

15- by 10-inch baking pan with no-stick cook-
ing spray.

Combine pancake mix, water and olive oil in
large bowl. Stir until dough pulls away from
sides of bowl. Knead 2 minutes on surface

already have what you need to put a dehclous twist
on an old favorite. Look for ways to use f:
ingredients in new ways. Syrup can be turned into
a savory glaze for meats, and pancake mix can be
turned into savory dumplmgs in a flash.

« Make breakfast for dinner. There are so many
things to love about breakfast, so don't be held back
by the time of day. Use breakfast for dinner as an
opportunity to give morning favorites a dinner
twist. Set out tasty garnish options like fresh herbs,
nuts, fruits and syrups, so everyone can

their special dinner.
For more creative recipes and meal ideas, check
out www.Facebook.com/HungryJack.

Pat evenly into prepared pan. Flute edge if
desired.

Bake 8 to 10 minutes or until starting to
brown lightly. Spread with pizza sauce. Sprin-
kle with cheese. Bake an additional 12 to 14
minutes or until cheese is bubbly and light
golden brown.

Variations:

1. Italian Sausage: Layer  pound Italian
sweet sausage, cooked, drained and crumbled
on top of cheese.

2. Pepperoni: Layer % pound sliced peppero-
ni on top of cheese.

3. Vegetable: Layer % cup diced green pep-
per, sliced mushrooms or chopped onions on
top of cheese.

Chocolate Waffles with Caramel
Syrup and Bacon

Prep Time: 10 minutes

i 15 minutes

Makes: 5 servings

Waffles:

Tcupwater o

% cup vegetable oil

1 large egg

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 packet (7 ounces) Hungry lack Easy Pack Chocolate:
Chip Pancake Mix or 1 packet (7 ounces) Hungry Jack Easy
Pack Pillsbury Funfetti Buttermilk Pancake Mix

! cup unsweetened cocoa powder

3 tablespoons sugar

No-stick cooking spray’

Caramel Syrup:

'k cup Hungry Jack Original Syrup

% cup caramel-flavored sundae syrup

Whipped cream

Ground cinnamon to taste

% cup diced cooked bacon

For Waffles:

Heat waffle iron according to man-
ufacturer’s directions. Whisk water,
oil, egg and vanilla in large bowl. Stir
in pancake mix, cocoa and sugar until
evenly moistened. Allow to stand 1 min-
ute.

Coat waffle iron with no-stick cook-
ing spray. Pour ' cup batter for each
waffle into waffle iron. Bake 4 to 5
minutes or until done. Repeat to make a
total of 10 4-inch waffles.

For Caramel Syrup:

Whisk together original syrup and
caramel flavored syrup in small bowl.
Drizzle 1 tablespoon on serving plates.
Cut 2 waffles in half diagonally to make
4 triangles. Arrange on top of syrup.

Top with additional caramel flavored
syrup, whipped cream, a sprinkle of

lightly dusted with additional pancake mix. Courtesy of Family Features cinnamon and bacon pieces. Repeat to
make additional servings.
CITY BITES
Fepper sauce vor over Heat" recipe that calls  Michigan Ave,, Dearborn. A and a 24 ounces of soda for Legion Post 32, 9318 New-
LIVONIA — Westborn Mar- for habanero peppers, Michi- 5.4-ounce bottle retails for $5. $6.49 from Sunday-Thursday, burgh, offers a Lenten fish fry

with “all you can eat” cod that
includes a choice of French
fries or mac & cheese, along
with cole slaw. Price is $8 for
adults and $5 for children, Din-

Feb. 24-28. The restaurant is
located at 29216 Orchard Lake
Road near 13 Mile. Visit www.
jawsjumboburgers.net or call
(248) 855-2228. Jaws Jumbo

ket has added 313 Foodie Sauce www.streeteatzz.com
by Street Eatzz to its Made

} in Michigan product shelves

Chef Tom Keshishian creat-

ed the vegan, gluten-free sauce

gan cherries and other “secret”
ingredients.The sauce is meant
to “enhance flavors in all your
favorite dishes,” according to
Chef Tom. It's designed to “go

Anniversary
FARMINGTON HILLS —
Jaws Jumbo Burgers is cele-

| in 1989 when he was working with everything.” Look foritat  brating six years in Farming- Burgers accepts cash only. ner is served 5-8 p.m. Fridays

n as an executive chef at Ital- Westborn Market at 14925 Mid-  ton Hills by giving customers 2 > through March 29. No fish fry

| ian Cucina in Plymouth. Over  dlebelt, as well as 27659 Wood-  1/3 pound ground sirloin burg- Fish Fry time will be offered on Feb. 22. (734)
| the years he perfected his “Fla-  ward Ave., Berkley and 21755 er, along with 1/2 pound of fries LIVONIA — American 427-5630.
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Real estate association executive
announces his retirement

By Julie Brown
. Staff Writer

Dale E. Smith, CEO of the
Greater Metropolitan Asso-
ciation of Realtors, recent-
ly announced his upcoming
retirement. The West Bloom-
field resident, at the helm 12
years, will stay on for a transi-

n time.

He oversaw the merger of
the Western Wayne Oakland
County Association of Real-
tors, where he'd worked from
the Farmington office, with
the Metropolitan Consolidated
Association of Realtors to form
GMAR.

The 2010 merger is a point of
pride for Smith, who previous-
ly worked in a similar capacll’y
atalarger association in New
Orleans, La. He's a native of
the Chicago area, and is mar-
ried, with the couple’s daugh-
ter makmg her home near Chi-

'l'he Michigan Association of
Realtors and National Asso-
ciation of Realtors will assist
with a pational search. “That’s
kind of how they.got me when
I came,” said Smith, who want-

ed to return to the Midwest.
That'll be a seven- to nine-
month process.

“You always look at the
things you did most recently,”
he said. The merger brought
more resources and better
communication through tough
times in the housing industry,
he said.

“The number of days on the
market is better,” he said of
metro Detroit real estate now.
Fmancmg remains an issue, he

aid.

"There is such a lack of hous-
ing now. The inventory is very
low at this point.”

The CEO position usually
takes a business degree with
a finance background, Smith
said. He’s one of some five
executives in Michigan with
associations who have real
estate backgrounds.

“That really helped,” he said.

He saw the position as bemg
more about member services
and helping the public. Smith
has certifications, and taught
industry certification courses
to other executives.

“Every association is
unique,” he said. He was just

Dale E. Smith

iving GMAR volunteers direc-
tion, “kind of like writing your
own obituary.”

Smith has adapted to new
technology. “The business has
changed so much and you need
to keep your eyesopen,” he
said. “Education is just prima-
ry. The business is changing so
quickly.”

He relies on a network of doz-

ens.

Smith said an executive with-
out real estate experience
needs trusted advisors. He’s
proud of GMAR educational
programming,

“You had to be a step ahead of
what the market is.”” The skill
set is changing quickly, he said.

“It is still a person-to-person
business.”

In the 1980s, Smith wrote a
manual sold to NAR that he’s
now rewriting as one of his pre-
retirement projects.

“I really haven't given a lot of
thought to that,” he said of oth-
er retirement plans.

He agreed some good real
estate professionals couldn’t
make it in the tough industry
of the past five years. It “has
driven a lot of people out of the
business that had to support
their families.”

‘The Michigan field is almost
40 percent of those licensed
today as were three years ago:
“That’s unfortunate for the
public,” Smith added.

jebrown@hometownlife.com

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-WAYNE COUNTY

If you owe more than wha! your house
is worth, you may be interested in a free
informational seminar on short sale pro-
cedures and what it takes to get started.
Many sellers are misinformed or not sure
about how the procedures work. Organiz-
ers will also discuss the internal work-
ings of short sales arid the different steps

com.

involved. Bonnie David, broker/owner

of Quantum Real Estate is the present-
er. It will be 6-7 p.m. Thursdays at 129 N.
Lafayette, downtown South Lyon. Addi-
tional parking across the street in back.

Please call the office at (248) 782-7130 or nia.
«e-mail june.quantum@gmail.com for your

Seminar on Tuesdays

A free Reverse Mortgage Seminar is
6:30 p.m. each Tuesday at Colonial Mort-
gage Corp., 33919 Plymouth Road, Livo-

Learn about reverse mortgages. RSVP

Free foreclosure tours

Free foreclosure tours are 1 p.m. every
other Sunday. Meeting place is Panera
Bread on the southeast corner of Middle-
belt and 1-96. E-mail Georgia@addedvalue-
realty.com or visit FreeForeclosureTour.
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Short sales reservation or additional information.

with Larry Brady at (800) 260-5484, Ext.
33.

Investors

The Real Estate Investors Association of
Wayne will have an open forum. Partici-
pants will discuss what they have learned.
Investors will answer questions and offer

a market update.
Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. each first

Tuesday of the month at the Red Lobster
on Eureka in Southgate. Members are
free, guests $20, which will be applied to
(helr membership.

Any questions or concerns, call Wayde
Koehler at (313) 277-4168.

ADA, pool

use issue

complex
issue

By Robert Meisner
Guest Columnist

Q: How do we know when
the use of our pool constitutes
a public accommodation under
the ADA when we have guests
atthepool?  °

A: That is sometimes
a very difficult issue to
resolve, particularly,
because it is fact
intensive. However, it
is fair to say that cases

ave held
| that and
| occasional
# useof an

or private
facility by
the general
public is not
sufficient
to convert
that facility into a
public accommodation
under the ADA. Under
this rationale, where

a clubhouse may be
rented to an owner and
guests from outside
the community an
argument can be

made that it is not the
general public, but
only invited guests
that are permitted to
attend on an occasional
basis, and therefore,
such use does not
convert the clubhouse
into a place of public
accommodation. As
always, you should get
an opinion from your
legal counsel.

Robert Meisner

Q: Our association has an
issue with the placement of
safety devices like carbon
monoxide alarms, fire
extinguishers, etc. Please

contacted our lawyer.
A: I don’t think your
lawyer should be -
telling the association
where to place its
safety devices, but
rather he or she should,
be referring you to
literature and suggest
a safety expert.
Nor do we think the
association should get
into any unit common
element distinction.
If a fire or CO can
kill your neighbor,
it is a board safety
problem. Obviously,
treating the problem
at the association level
assures competent
installation and
economies of scale. As
counsel, I emphasize
that the association
should disregard the
distinction between
common elements
and units noting that
smoke, fire, smell,
mold, water, insects,
etc. do not respect
borders and a remedy
using borders is
complicated, if not
futile. A single building
should have a single
solution for everyone's
benefit.

Robert M. Meisner is

a lawyer and author of
Condominium Operation:
Getting Started & Staying
on the Right Track, second
edition, available for $9.95
plus $1 shipping/handling
He also wrote Condo
Living: A Survival Guide
to Buying, Owning and
Selling a Condominium,
$24.95 plus $5 shipping/
handling. Call (248) 644-
4433 or visit bmeisner@mei-
sner-law.com. This column

shouldn'tbé canstrued as
legal advice:
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