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Holiday hours

Municipal offices in
Canton Township will be
closed Thursday and Fri-
day, Nov. 22-23, for the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Normal business.
hours resume Monday,
Nov. 26, at 8:30 a.m.

Also due to the
Thanksgiving holiday,
CWR will not collect
refuse, recycling or yard
waste on Thursday, Nov.

22. Residents whose col- -

lection date falls on Nov.
22 will have their refuse,
recycling and yard waste
collected on Friday, Nov.
23. Residents should also
note curbside pickup of
residential yard waste
will end Thursday, Nov.
29, and will not resume
until April.

Tree lighting
Canton residents can
welcome Santa Claus
back to town, listen to
some good holiday music
and watch as the town-
ship Christmas tree comes
to life at the 34th annual
tree-lighting ceremony.
The event s set for
6-8:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 5, at the Summit on
the Park. Canton Town-
ship Supervisor Phil LaJoy
will help Santa light the
official tree at 6:30 p.m.
Indoor and outdoor
festivities are planned,
including seasonal
entertainment, crafts,
refreshments and
activities. There is a $5
admission to take part
in the indoor festivities.

Teddy toss

Plymouth Community
United Way and the
Plymouth Whalers are
teaming up for the 13th
annual Teddy Bear Toss
when the Whalers play
the Kitchener Rang-
ers Saturday, Dec. 1,
at Compuware Arena,
14900 Beck, Plymouth,

Active’and veteran
soldiers with military ID
will be admitted to the
game free. Discounted
$10 tickets are avail-
able for their family
members.

For more information,
call Pat VanDusen at
(734) 453-8679, ext. 7.
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Snyder drafts major K-12 changes

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Gov. Rick Snyder has made it
clear he believes the state needs to
restructure the way it pays for and
oversees public education.

The draft of his new act to gov-
ern the financing of education
would allow K-12 students to
choose school districts, expand
use of online learning and hand out
‘monetary incentives of $2,500 per
semester for finishing high school
early.

If and when it makes its way
through the legislative process, the

proposed Michigan Public Educa-
tion Finance Act would replace the
School Aid Act of 1979.

And, while the governor believes
the steps are necessary to create
“career-ready citizens,” local edu-
cators and some legislators have
their doubts.

“It’s basically a dismantling
of public schools." said Jeremy
Hughes, of Plym-

com. It was drafted by Lansing
attorney Richard McLellan and is
designed to allow students to learn
“any time, any place, any way.”
It would, among other things:
 Allow students to move to
any district in the state willing to
accept them. Districts would still
have the ability to decide whether
to pamclpate in open em‘ollment

outh-Canton Community Schools4

Lots of change

The draft bill was released Mon-
day on the Oxford Foundation's
website at oxfordfoundationmi.

to online
learning from across the state, with
the cost paid by the state. Districts
providing online courses would get
public funding based on performance.

Please see SNYDER, A10

Snyder

Justin Murray’s battle with epilepsy

led his family to start 1

= PHOTOS BY.BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
e Turkey Trot. Behind Justin are mom Terri
Murray, sister Claire, brother Quinn and dad Michael Murray.

A family’s fight

Annual trot helps battle epilepsy

By Darrell Clem
Observer staff Writer

Justin Murray was only 4
years old when his epileptic
seizures started.

His tongue would go numb.
He couldn'’t talk. His left hand
felt as though it was being
poked with pins and needles.

The seizures happened at
home, at school, during soc-
cer practice. Yet they usually
lasted no more than a minute,
and he never lost conscious-
ness.

Doctors initially feared the
Canton boy had a brain tumor,
but Justin, now 15, hasn't had
seizures or taken medication
since 2007, when experts at
Cleveland Clinic removed a
lesion from his brain. He had a
malformation of blood vessels
that had formed a clump and
hardened on his right frontal
lobe.

“T don’t have to worry about
having the seizures anymore,”
Justin said.

Justin, siblings Claire, 13,
and Quinn, 11, and their par-
ents, Michael and Terri Mur-
ray, are thankful for their fam-
ily this Thanksglvmg Day.

“We're so lucky and
blessed,” Terri said, sitting

Holiday Loans

Justin Murray doesn't have to

*worry about seizures anymore,

and now his family organizes a
run every Thanksgiving to help
the fight against epilepsy.

with her family in their Can-
ton home.

Trot support

Others, such as Michael’s
first cousin, Bridget, in her
40s, continue to live with epi-
lepsy. That's why the Murray
family and their supporters
this Thanksgiving are marking
the 10th annual Turkey Trot

make shopping easier

bject to credit application snd

ymunity Financal ch

Rates as
low as

CANTON

for Epilepsy, a SK run/walk
that starts at Summit on the
Park and winds through Her-
itage Park and the Pheasant
Run golf course.

The Murrays wanted to help
fight epilepsy after their son’s
diagnosis. The event raised
$65,000 in its first nine years
for the Epilepsy Foundation
of Michigan. It started with
75 participants and is expect-
ed this year to draw over 1,000
runners and walkers from
Canton, Plymouth, neighbor-
ing communities and out-of-
state residents visiting family.

This year’s Turkey Trot is
certain to add a substantial
amount to the $65,000. Regis-
tration, led by Terri and her
helpers, starts at 8 a.m. at the
Summit banquet room, fol-
lowed by a children’s race at
9 a.m. and the SK run/walk at
9:30 a.m.

Participants still may join
the effort. Registration costs
$25 for adults and $10 for chil-
dren 12 and under.

Justin, a Detroit Catho-
lic Central High ninth-grad-
er in Novi, plays soccer and
lacrosse at school, and he may
run the race along with his

Please see TROT, A3

Police
increase
holiday
patrols

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

In a move to protectCanton shop-
pers and deter potential criminals,
the Canton Police Department plans
to increase its patrols around I
shopping centers and stores as the
holiday season shifts into high gear.

Police officers intend to height-
en their presence in shopping areas
starting the day after Thanksgiv-
ing through Christmas Eve. They
plan to use patrol cars, bicycles and
semi-marked cars to increase visi-
bility.

Canton Chamber of Commerce
President Thomas Paden welcomed
the beefed-up patrols.

“I think it shows just how con-
cerned our community is about the
businesses that are here in Canton
‘Township,” he said. “It just shows
the working relationship.”

(Canton Special Services Lt. Todd
Mutchler said local police for
decades have sought to protect shop-
ping areas where potential criminals
might lurk as more people are out
buying gifts. He said the increased
patrols occur across the township,
with a special emphasis along shop-
ping corridors such as Ford Road
and Michigan Avenue.

“We do focus a little bit heavier
on the busier shopping areas where
issues are more likely to arise,”
Mutchler said.

Moreover, local police advise shop- -
pers to remain alert while in stores
and parking lots.

“It’s easy to get distracted while
shopping during the holidays,”
Mutchler said. “To decrease your
odds of becoming a victim, you
should be aware of your surround-
ings and your belongings at all
times.”

Local police offered the following
safety precautions:

« Coordinate shopping trips with a
friend. Never park in an unlit area,
no matter how convenient it is.

« Don't leave purses unattended in
a shopping cart.

* Lock packages and bags in the

Please see PATROLS, A2
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Canton Township’s reigning Firefighter of the Year, Capt. Gregory Sprys-Tellner, has been
named the department’s new deputy chief.
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Full Assistance with
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene
in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired,
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

Crystal Cree:ﬁ

Assisted Living

* Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates.
* 24 Hour Professional Staffing

* Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free

* 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day

» On-Call Nurse Practitioner

* Medication Management

» Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

* Beauty & Barber Shop

 Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

8121 Lilley Road
Canton, Michigan 48187
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

WWW.

[". Personalized Hearing Care, Inc,
‘ Audiology and Hearing Aids

Trust Your Hearing to a
Doctor of Audiology

Peace of Mind Protection
for 3 Years

* Repair Warranty
¢ Loss and Damage Protection
« Free Batteries

Call to schedule your appointment today for a

1 I
i FREE Clean and Check |
I of your current hearing aids 1
|L With coupon. Expires 12/31/12. J

South Lyon
321 Pettibone Street, Suite 105
248-437-5505

www.personalizedhearinge

Westland
5337 West Warren Road
734-467-5100
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Top firefighter named

new deputy chief

By Darrell Clem

the ranks from firefight-

His selection as dep-

Observer Staff Writer er/paramedic to captain uty fire chief follows a
to deputy chief. series of changes in the

Just seven months after  “Ibelieve Gregisgoing  Canton Public Safety .
he was named Canton to be an asset to the Department. Fire Chief
Firefighter of the Year, department,” Meier said.  Tim Dunn retired Nov. 2,
Capt. Gregory Sprys-Tell- ~ “He brings with hima replaced by Meier, and
ner has achieved a new wealth of knowledge and Public Safety Director
milestone after earning training. He's a good lead-  Patrick Nemecek is retir-
the rank of Canton’s dep-  er. He will be working ing at year’s end.
uty fire chief. closely with me in moving When he was named

Sprys-Tellner starts the department forward.”  Firefighter of the Year,
his new job Sunday and Sprys-Tellner emerged  Sprys-Tellner said he had
replaces Joshua Meier, as the top candidate dreamed of being a fire-
the former deputy chief  among eight deputy fire  fighter since early in life.
who became Canton’s fire  chief applicants. He He was only 4 years old
chief Nov. 3. becomes only the second  when his parents took a

“It’s a great honor,” deputy fire chief since picture of him sitting ona
Sprys-Tellner said Tues- the new position wascre-  Big Wheel while he wore
day, one day after he was  ated early last year —a a childhood fire helmet.
named deputy fire chief Jjob that replaced the for- He received training
following a competitive  mer fire marshal’spost  from fire academies in
testing procedure. “I'm and added more responsi- Michigan and Ohio and
very proud to be repre- bilities to it. from the National Fire

senting the fire depart-
ment. It’s been a career-

Sprys-Tellner’s new
Jjob involves fire marshal

Academy in Emmitsburg,
Md. He also received a

long dream and journey duties, the day-to-day bachelor’s degree in busi-
of mine.” operations of Canton’s ness administration from
Sprys-Tellner marks three fire stations, being Cleary University.
his 25th year with the 62-  involved in fire investiga-
firefighter department tions and the
in April. He rose through  department’s training. (313) 2222238
PAT ROLS Make several smaller ians. Children should nev-
trips between storesand  er go to the parking lot
Continued from page A1 vehicles. alone.
* Use extra caution with * Shoppers who sense
vehicle's trunk. Keep purses and wallets, avoid-  they are being followed
* doors locked and win- ing carrying purses when  or watched in a park-
dows closed. possible and keeping wal-  ing lot should return to a
« Avoid carrying large lets in an inside jacket store and ask for security.
amounts of cash. Pay for  pocket. More holiday safety
purchases with checks * Teach children to go tips are available at www.
and credit or debit cards.  to a store clerk or secu- cantonpublicsafety.org.
* To discourage purse rity guard to ask for help
snatchers, don't carry too  if they become separat- dcem@hometownlife.com
many packages at once. ed from parents or guard- (313) 2222238
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announced in seven age-
based categories each for
male and female partici-

TROT

Continued from page Al

Canton Township Clerk Terry Bennen swore in the recently elected Canton Public Library Board of Trustees at the Nov. 15
meeting. The trustees are (left to right) Sommer Foster, Nancy Eggenberger, Thomas Hartnett, Kim Schulz, Michelle Farell,

and James G. Fausone.
=
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pants. There will be priz-
es awarded and gifts raf-
fled to raise money.
Monday evening, just
three days before the
Turkey Trot, the Murray
family talked of the dif-
ficult, painful years they
spent before Justin was
diagnosed and made bet-

siblings, who attend All
Saints Catholic School in
Canton. Justin also plans
to earn Christian service
hours for school by help-
ing to set up the Turkey
Trot track.

Growing effort

The Murrays started ter. They are proof epi-
the Turkey Trot withhelp  lepsy can strike anyone.
from another of Michael's  Michael and Terri are

first cousins, Dennis Mur-
ray, head cross country
coach at Ladywood High
School in Livonia. Can-

ton Township, specifically
Leisure Services, joined

attorneys, though they’'re
not currently practicing.
Michael, a U.S. Marine
reservist who spenta
year in Iraq, works as
executive director of

the effort years ago. career services for Hills-
Michael is proud that dale College.
a growing number of Justin still can't engage
supporters take time in some activities. Doc-
for charity before their tors recommend that he
Thanksgiving dinner. not play football. Yet, sei-
“It makes us feel very zure-free since 2007, he
good that we've got this is glad he and his family
kind of support,” he said.  can help others with Tur-
“It’'s humbling.” key Trot for Epilepsy.
Runners place comput-  “It makes me feel special
er sensor chips on their that T had arole in start-
shoes to chart their Tur- ing this,” he said. “It feels
key Trot time. Michael good giving back to the
said winners will be

people who helped me.”

The Srd Annual Small Business Smurduy(m (] dav
declared to supporting small businesses on one of the busiest
shopping weekends of the year.
0On November 24th, we're asking millions of Americans to Shop
Small*" at their favorite local stores and help fuel the economy.

When we all shop small it will be huge.
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Come to the experts with 27 years
of professional bra & swimwear fitting
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Knifing suspect
faces charges

By Darrell Clem
Observer staff Writer

An Inkster man accused
of brandishing a knife
and cutting a Novi police
umcer while allegedly

obbing a Canton retail
store of a 42-inch televi-
sion could face penalties
ranging up to life in pris-
on if he is convicted of a
laundry list of criminal
charges.

Alden Ralph Mays, 57,
is facing a hearing Mon-
day in 35th District Court
on charges of armed rob-
bery, assault with intent
to do great bodily harm
(less than murder), felo-
nious assault, resisting
and obstructing a police
officer and being a habit-
ual offender, authorities
said.

Mays was charged after
Canton police investigat-
ed an incident that hap-
pened just before noon
Friday, Nov. 9, inside the

‘Walmart
store on
Michigan
Avenue

| west of

| Belleville
Road,

Detective
Sgt. Dave
Schrein-

Mays

er said.

Mays is jailed with a $1
million/10 percent bond,
meaning he would have
to post $100,000 to leave
jail as he awaits a prelim-
inary examination that
will determine wheth-
er he should stand trial
in Wayne County Circuit

ourt.

According to a Can-
ton police report, a sus-
pect was trying to steal
the television when two
female loss-prevention
employees tried to stop
him. A Novi police officer
who was in the Walmart

fraud case intervened,
grabbed the suspect and
took him to an office.

Inside the office, the
suspect reached in his
pocket, brandished a
knife and began to resist
the Novi officer, who
was cut on the hand as he
moved toward the sus-
pect to kick him in the
chest and push him out
of the office, the police
report said. The officer
wasn't seriously injured.

Authorities said the sus-
pect then fled the score
but was found by Can-
ton officer$ inside a 2005
Cadillac XRS in the park-
ing lot, where he was tak-
en into custody.

The police report indi-
cated the knife was
retrieved from under a
seat of the car while a sec-
ond, smaller pocket knife
was found on a key chain.

re an
unrelated credit card

(313)222:2238

Police nab bank robbery suspect

By Darrell Clem
Observer staff Writer

A bank robbery end-
ed peacefully Monday
morning after Canton
police took a suspect into
custody not far from the
Bank of America branch
on Michigan Avenue
west of Canton Center,
Detective Sgt. Dave Sch-
reiner said.

Police received a call
Jjust moments after 9 a.m.
that a suspect described
as amiddle-aged white

male, “scruffy in appear-
ance,” went inside the
ank and produced a note
demanding money, Sch-
reiner said.
“No weapon was
implied,” he said.

A teller complied with
the Suspect’s demands,
and he managed to
escape briefly with an
undisclosed amount of
money, Schreiner said.

However, police offi-
cers in the area quick-
ly located a man fitting
the suspect’s description

and took him into custo-
dy. The suspect was cap-
tured on foot.

“It was a good job by
the police officers,” Sch-
reiner said.

A preliminary investi-
gation indicated the man
is homeless but previous-
Iy had a Canton address,
Schreiner said. Charg-
es were pending, and the
suspect’s name hadn't yet
been released.

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313)222:2238
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" With tons of crafters and vendors under one roof,
the Holiday Craft Extravaganza will bring a unique
and festive shopping experience to the

Metro Detroit area.
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Extravaganza
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The Holiday Craft Extravaganza promises to be a
shopping treasure trove of one-of-a-kind gifts, fine
jewelry, gourmet treats, holiday décor and more. It
ta.kes place at the Suburban Collection Showplace

Admission - %5 per car
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CRIME WATCH

Disorderly conduct

A 22-year-old Brighton man was
arrested on a disorderly conduct
charge Saturday night after being
kicked out of an electronic music con-
cert at Compuware Arena on Beck
Road.

An additional charge was added
when police later found two “joints”
of suspected marijuana among the
suspect’s possessions.

An arena security guard told police
the man and a friend had just been
ejected from the concert for being
disorderly and were walking across
a parking lot when the man deliber-
ately threw himself against a parked
Pontiac Grand Prix, breaking off an
exterior mirror.

A Plymouth Township Police
Department report said that after an
officer arrived the man was “running
his mouth,” saying the police “have
nothing on” him and couldn’t arrest

Police said the man appeared intox-
icated and ignored repeated requests
by people there, including his friend,
that he quiet down. Police left a note
for the Grand Prix’s owner asking
that he or she contact them in order
to press a vandalism charge.

At the police station, the report said,
the man was too drunk to go through
the booking process, which had to
wait until he sobered up. That’s when,
police said, two marijuana cigarettes
were found in a cigarette pack.

Police said the “joints” tested pos-
itive for marijuana, and the suspect
was also charged with marijuana pos-
session.

Theft from vehicle

The catalytic converter was stolen
from a Buick Rendezvous parked out-
side a home on Newporte Drive one
night earlier this month.

The theft was discovered on the
morning of Nov. 12; the complainant
told police it had occurred some time
since 10 p.m. the day before. The Ren-
dezvous was parked in a carport at
the time of the theft.

Catalytic converters are sometimes
stolen for their scrap metal value.

Spice report

Canton police arrested a driver
and impounded his car after he was
caught with the now-illegal synthet-

b

ic drug known as K2 or Spice, a police
report said.

The suspect was arrested around
11:30 p.m. Sunday near Ford and Can-
ton Center after officers spotted him
abruptly changing lanes without sig-
naling, the report said. The suspect
also had an out-of-state license plate
on the floor behind the driver’s seat
— a plate he told police he had gotten
from his job with a car dealership.

The suspect told police he bought
the K2 before the law went into
effect. The police report indicated he
had eight grams of the substance.

Home invasion

A woman notified police after her
residence in the 45200 block of Clay-
more, northeast of Warren and Can-
ton Center, was broken into, a police
report said. The incident happened
sometime between 9 p.m. Saturday
and 2:50 a.m. Sunday.

A police report indicated a window
had been shattered. The woman said
missing items included two laptop
computers, a flat-screen television
and three other TVs, purses, jewelry
and other electronic equipment.

Car break-in

A man reported that someone went
into his unlocked car and stole some
of his belongings while it was parked
in the 40400 block of Blythefield,
southwest of Palmer and Lotz, some-
time prior to 10:15 a.m. last Thursday.

The man told police missing items
included a wallet, a GPS unit, an iPod
and headphones.

The police report indicated his wal-
let was later recovered near Michi-
gan Avenue and Lotz, though money
and credit cards had been removed.

Lost purse

A man notified police last Thursday
after he found a purse with spilled
contents in a driveway on Brook-
dale, in the 1600 block of Northbrook
Court, northeast of Lotz and Palmer.

Police tracked the purse to a wom-
an who lives on a nearby street. She
told police her purse was taken from
inside her unlocked GMC Yukon
between 10 p.m. Nov. 14 and 6:20 a.m.
Nov. 15. She said the vehicle was ran-
sacked while parked in her driveway.

A wallet and credit cards were miss-
ing from the purse.

(GORGEOUS GREENS!)

NOBLE FIR MIX
20" WREATH
ith bow and cones Reg. $24.99
Jut $17.99
FRESH GARLAND

50" HEAVY Michigan Cedar or
hite Pine Reg. $49.99 $34.99

30-50% OFF
ALL LIFELIKE TREES
6.5' Downswept Douglas Pre-lit
Slim pN4s Reg. $399 NOW $19
7.5' Downswept Douglas Pre-lit 8
Piss Reg. $699 NOW $349 3

ATU
o Coupons Required!

e Womens ®* Men
SHOES & BOOTS

All you need!
* ROPING

QECIEELE Mens & Womens

Ugg and SAS

* Petting Farm ¢ Campfire
+ Refreshments | |
+ FREE Pictures with Santa [{
aturday & Sunday, 10-2 pm

Help Us nﬁ MAKE'@»’]SH.

* GIRLS NIGHT OUT FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30
* ‘NUTCRACKER' 4 PACK TICKET RAFFLE
ENTER NOW] _ SEE WEBSITE FOR DETALLS

734-453-5500
www.plymouthnursery.net
Vin XA Skeo

Offers Expire 11/28/12

HERSHEY’S SHOES
Quality, Fit & Selection

Hershey’s Too Comfort Shoes: Hershey’s Shoes
47750 gran'd River 29522 Ford Rd.
o

Garden
est Market Squa‘r: at Beck Road)  (1/2 Block West of Mi
248-347-7838 734-422-1771

s Thurs., Fri 10-8;
Mon.-Sat. 10-6; Fri 10-7 Tues, &W!d 10-6; Sat. 9:30-0

www.HersheysShoe:
|||Il!||III||IlIIIIIIIHIIIIHIIIIlIIIIIIH{‘IIIII|I|||||||||||l||l|"|||||||||||||

PLYMOUTH
NURSERY
Christmas in the Country

=!mlIlllllIIllll|Illl‘llm|||HI||III|"IIIIl|||I|llmlll|lll|lllll||Il|IIII||II|"III|I

= & 9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd.

7 Milles West of 1:275 » 1 1/2 Miles South of M-14
Comer of Gotlredson R,




online at hometownlife.com Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, November 22, 2012 ) AS

One Day ONLY!
Everything*

is on Sale

Black Friday, g
November 23™

The EARLIER You Shop,
the More You SAVE!

ELZ':‘O‘O“—*ZPYM ... 30% off

Be one of the first 100 customers and receive a FREE GIFT!

*Rin gs Showroom of Elegance
features Plymouth

o Tl 5, \4
Edrl‘lngs SHOWROOM OF Cantons largest selection

* Pendants g(ﬁ{gvg LR€Y of fine jewelry.
wits ALL* ON SALE
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Brac thtS for one day only!

* Watches

Showroom of Elegance * 6018 Canton Center Rd. * Canton M1 48187 « 734.207.1906
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‘Friends’ host annual
candlelight vigil

Candles will glow
around the world Sun-
day, Dec. 9, when tens of
thousands of bereaved
parents, siblings, grand-
parents, relatives and

online at hometownlife.com

Dear hunting season
is in full swing

" We have what youneedto  x_

Mcl,
i

get the woman you have friends will join togeth-
in your sights. er to light remembrance
candles to honor the
memories of children
who have died, but will
never be forgotten
; Held annually the sec- BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
ond Sunday in Decem- Gail Lafferty of Livonia reads the names of children lost to
ber, this will be the 16t their families during The Compassionate Friends candle-
- Worldwide Candle Light-  light vigil in Plymouth’s Kellogg Park. This year’s vigil is set
3m0ut 9 ing sponsored by The for Sunday, Dec. 9.
Compassionate Friends,
X the nation’s largest self- will include a candlelight  circle of light surround-
620 Starkweather e 0d Village ® Plymouth help bereavement orga-  vigil, reading of the chil- ing the globe represents
-453-1860 nization for families that dren’s names, poetry and that there is no beginning
The Area’s Most Trusted Custom Jeweler hn]ve suffered the trag- songs. Families will gath-  and no end for the love
icloss of achild. TCFhas  er near memory trees we carry for our children.
i ymol iR wally \vossrarss | more than 650 chapters  specially decorated with  Friends and family are
in the United States, with  the names of children invited to the remem-
sister organizationsinat  who have died too soon. brance and candles will
least 30 countries around The Worldwide Candle  be provided. Parents do
the globe. Lighting is a way of unit-  not have to attend to reg-
The local ceremony, ing together toremember ister their child.
—~ sponsored by the TCF all children around the For more information
Check us out on the Web eve (QVAN Vestern Wayne County  world whohavediedtoo oo regiter.a cld, call
(ll.ivonia) chapter, takes soon and to try to bring (734) 778-0800 or email
8 place in Plymouth’s Kel- light out of darkness dur-  either Gail Lafferty or
day at hometownlife.com Ioge Park begioningat 7 inghis diflculttimeof  Bresca fleramacsatiol
p.m. The remembrance the year. Like aring, this  candlelight@yahoo.com

.org/medicare

Never launch a new endeavor without
first taking a lesson.

You wouldn’t dream of walking onto a golf course without some sort of preparation. Nor should you take a swing at Medicare
without understanding all of your options. That’s why we encourage you to attend one of our upcoming workshops. We'll discuss
Medicare HMO, HMO-POS, PPO, Medicare Rx and Medicare Supplement plans. It's the perfect opportunity for you to ask questions of
our experts in order to select the type of plan that’s right for you. The time you spend with us will be well worth the drive.

Come to a Medicare workshop. Get your questions answered.

Novi Livonia

Wed., Nov. 28 Fri., Dec. 7
hop JFwiet
Solutions

Call toll-free at (800) 449-1515 or TTY/TDD (800) 649-3777
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with
special needs at sales meetings call (800) 449-1515 or TTY/TDD (800) 649-3777. Workshops discuss plans
for Medicare-eligible individuals who purchase their own health care coverage.

 fl&
%

Health Alliance Plan and Alliance Health & Life Insurance Company are health plans with a Medicare contract. Alliance Medicare Rx (pdp) is a
stand-alone Prescription Drug Plan with a Medicare contract. Alliance Medicare Supplement plan is not connected with or endorsed by the United
States government or the federal Medicare program. Neither Alliance Medicare Supplement nor its agents are connected with Medicare.

Y0076_ALL 732R Event Ad  CMS ACCEPTED 11/11/2012
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*Around Town" is designed
10 announce upcoming.
events taking place in the
community. Items will run
on a space-available basis.
Send details to bkadrich®
hometownlife.com.
EUCHRE TOURNEY
Date/Time: Saturday, Nov.
24,6 p.m.
Location: Plymouth Elks
Club, 41700 Ann Arbor
Road, Plymouth
Details: The Salem Wres-
tling Boosters is hosting
their annual Fall Euchre
Tournament. The cost is
$25 per player and you
must be at least 21 years
old to participate. Awards
will be given to the top 3
players with the highest
scores. There will also be
raffles and great prizes.
Complimentary food and
cash bar is also available.
Walk-ins welcome but seat-
ing is limited.
Contact: E-mail rkddox@
aol.com o call (734) 981-
7913 or (313) 706-3282 for
more information.
HOLIDAY ART FAIR
Date/Time: Dec. 1, 9:30
am.to2p.m.
Location: Connection
Church in Canton
Details: Connection
Church in Canton hosts
a Holiday Art Fair. If you
have a craft and are inter-
ested in renting a table
($35 & $25).
Contact: For more infor-
mation please email Katy
at cchoidayartfair@gmail.
com.
FARRAND FAIR
DatefTime: Thursday, Nov.
29,4-8p.m.
Location: Farrand Elemen-
tary School, 41400 Green-
briar Lane, Plymouth
Details: Farrand Elemen-
tary hosts its fifth annual
Craft & Vendor Fair. Find
that last minute gift, or
something unique and
special for someone on
your holiday shopping list.
Admission is free. Raffle
items, jewelry, candles,
health & wellness, skin
care, hair accessories and
much, much more. Need
a little bit of extra cash to
shop? South Lyon Jewel-
ers will be there paying
you cash for your gold.
Go through your jewelry
boxes and find broken or
unwanted gold to sell at
this event. Babysitting will
ibe provided from 4-6 p.m.
Jin the school media center.
IChildren will have the op-
portunity to watch a movie
and make a craft.
BLOOD DRIVES
Date/Time: Various
Location: Various.
Details: The American
Red Cross has scheduled
avariety of blood drives
around the community:
Friday, Nov. 23, 11 am. to
- 4:45 p.m. at the Summit
on the Park in Canton;
and Thursday, Nov. 29,
1:30-7:15 p.m., St. Michael
Lutheran Church, 7000 N.
sheldon in Plymouth.
Contact: To make an appt
for any of these drives, call
Diane at (313) 549-7052 or
email diane.risko@redcross.
org
MIXED MUSINGS
Date/Time: Through No-
vember
Location: Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council, 774 N.
Sheldon, Plymouth
Details: Peggy Kerwan
will kick off the 2012-2013
solo exhibit season with
her exhibit titled “mixed
musings.” Her colorful art-
works will be displayed for
the month of November in
the main gallery. Admis-
sion is free and open to the
public. An artist reception
takes place Saturday, Nov.
17, from 2-4 p.m. Meet
the artist, supporters, and
members of the PCAC.
Exhibit hours are 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday.
Contact: Call (734)
416-4278 or visit www.
plymoutharts.com for more
information.
JAZZ @ THE ELKS
DatefTime: Tuesday, Nov.
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Energy honors

Four Plymouth-Canton schools — Pioneer and West Middle Schools and Workman and Tonda Elementary Schools — have received the nationally recog-
nized Energy Star Award for 2012 in recognition of their superior performance. This is the highest recognition available and buildings that earn the EPA's
Eneray Star Award use 35 percent less energy and generate 35 percent fewer greenhouse gas emissions than similar buildings across the nation. The
awards were given for performance during the 2011-12 school year.

27,7-10 p.m.
Location: Plymouth Elks
Lodge 1780, 41700 Ann
Arbor Road, Plymouth
Details: The Plymouth Elks
Lodge #1780 in Plymouth
MI has Jazz @ The Elks in

a beautiful club setting on
the last Tuesday of every
month. The Nov. 27 event
features the Terry Lower
Trio with Russ Miller. Russ
is an Assistant Professor in
the Music Department at
Wayne State University and
has played with several
famous Jazz artists. Russ
plays Alto Sax and Flute.
Terry will be on Keyboard,
Jim Ryan on Drums, and
Ray Tini on Bass. There

is a $10 donation at the
door which includes hors
d‘oeuvres.

Contact: For more
information, call (734)
453-1780 or email plym-
outhelks1780@yahoo.com.
WCGH REUNION
Time/Date: 11:30 a.m.m
Tuesday, Dec. 11
Location: Café Marquette
in the William D. Ford
Technical Center, 36455
Marquette, west of Wayne
Road, Westland
Details: Wayne County
General Hospital em-
ployees will gather for
their 28th annual holiday:
reunion. A luncheon buffet
will be served starting at
11:30 a.m. The cost is $16
and includes beverage,
dessert and tip. You can
pay at the door.
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LIKE A LUMBERYARD SHOULD BE"

features “Purse/Tote chal-
lenge" judging and holiday
gift ideas; The Dec. 6
meeting features “Holiday
potluck luncheon.”
Contact: For more infor-
mation, email ASGPC@
comcast.net

HOSPICE SUPPORT
Date/Time: Third Saturday
of the month, 10-11:30
am

Contact: For more infor-
mation contact Kay Shafi
at (734) 427-3437 or e-mail
chknlit@wideopenwest.
com, Dennis Abraham at
(734) 721-2917 or e-mail
fightingirish316@global.
net or Pat Ibbotson at (734)
331-9291 or e-mail pib-
botso@aol.com.

SEWING GUILD
Date/Time: First Thursday,
10a.m. to 12:30 p.m
Location: First Presbyte-
rian Church, 701 Church,
Plymouth

Details: Meetings are
open to sewists of all
levels. The Nov. 1 meeting

Location: Compassionate
Care Hospice, 5730 Lilley,
Canton

Details: Compassionate
Care Hospice conducts

a grief support group,
“Compassionate Words,”

* Men's Metal

~ Categories Listed

ALIWAYS S0% OFF THE MARKET

| o
& Wood Decor = Decorative Vegetable & Fruit Filled Bottles

providing emotional sup-
port to any adult grieving
the loss of a loved one.
The group focuses on the
various stages of grief, and
incorporates basic journal
writing as a way to express
feelings. The program s
free of charge.

Contact: To register, con-
tact Ann Christensen, Com-
passionate Care Hospice
Bereavement Coordinator
at (888) 983-9050, or email
achristensen@cchnet.net.
MOPS MEETINGS
DatefTime: First-third
Fridays, 9:15-11:30 a.m.
Location: St. Kenneth

[DOES NOT INGLDE SEASONAL
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Catholic Church, 14951
Haggerty, Plymouth
Details: The St. Edith/St.
Kenneth Catholic Parishes’
Mothers of Preschoolers
(MOPS) group invites all
mothers with children
aged newborn through
kindergarten to join.

The group provides the
encouragement, nurturing,
and support and features a
schedule of activities that
include speakers, crafts,
and group discussions.
Contact: Heather at (734)
437-9517 or e-mail stek-
mops@gmail.com, o visit
www.stekmops.org.
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Father pens book about
daughter’s deat

By Ken Abramazyk

Staff Writer

At 8:42 a.m. Sept. 11,
2001, Bev Titus was jolt-
ed up out of bed with
what her husband John
described as “a burst of
energy” that would soon
transform to the worst
nightmare a father or
mother could experience.

Bev Titus got out of
bed, made coffee and
turned on the televi-
sion to see a plane hit the
South Tower of the World
Trade Center, then drove
to her husband John's
office at Schoolcraft Col-
lege. “She felt like she
was being called as a wit-
ness to history,” John said
of her sudden jolt that

morning.

Both watched the hor-
rific’events unfold on
television. That morn-
ing, 19 terrorists from
the Islamist militant
group al-Qaeda hijacked
four passenger jets. Two
planes were intentional-
ly flown into the North
and South towers of the
‘World Trade Center. The
towers collapsed within
two hours. A third plane
was flown intentionally
into the Pentagon, while
a fourth crashed into a
field in rural Pennsyl-

. vania after passengers
attempted to take control
of the jet.

Nearly 3,000 people
died that day, victims of
the worst terrorist attack
in American history.

John and Bev Titus
learned later that their
daughter Alicia, 27, a
flight attendant, was on
United Airlines Flight
175, which crashed into
the south tower.

John Titus returned last
week to Schoolcraft to
discuss with students his
profound loss and over-
whelming grief. Titus,
who retired in 2009 as a
mental health counsel-
or and faculty member at
Schoolcraft, wrote a book
about his loss and jour-
ney of grief titled Losing
Alicia: A Father’s Journey
After 9/11, published last
year. ’l\'tus wrote about his
struggle over the murder
of his daughter, and his
agonizing grief after one
of the most horrific trage-
dies in American history.

Titus déscribed his
emotions and the with-
drawal he felt the day
before the appearance
and the tears he shed that
morning, remembenng
he was returning to the
origin and beginning of
his journey of grief.

“It’s great to be back
here, but it's hard,” Titus
said.

Wave of panic

On Sept. 11, 2001, deni-
al “protected” the couple
at first, Titus said, but the

Museum

As atribute to Charles
Dickens, who would have
been 200 years old this
year, folks at the Plym-
outh Historical Museum
are presenting the muse-
um’s new special exhib-
it, “A Dickens of a Christ-
mas.”

Executive director Eliz-
abeth Kerstens said staff-
ers have “re-created the
Village of Plymouth as it
may have been during the
Victorian era (1837-1901),
which overlaps with
Dickens’s life (1812-1870).

The exhibit runs
through Jan. 13.

Christmas celebrations
changed dramatically over
the 64-year reign of Queen
Victoria of England, for
whom the Victorian era is
named. This change was
more pronounced in fron-
tier areas, such as Plym-
outh. Plymouth Town-
ship was founded in 1827;
Michigan became a state
in 1837; Plymouth Cor-

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Author John L. Titus greets Stuart C. Baker, counselor at Schoolcraft College, Baker was in
a meeting with Titus as the 9/11 tragedy unfolded.

Several Schoolcraft students listen to author John L. Titus.

phone kept ringing that
day at their home. When
United Airlines called to
inform them that Alicia
was on the plane, “we felt
a wave of panic and sad-
ness. When the panic hit,
it we a tsunami. Our
cries of anguish threat-
ened to take our breaths
away.

“Life, as we knew
it, would never be the
same.”

Phone calls came from
family and friends offer-
ing support and from the
media asking for inter-
views. The rest of the day
was a blur, “We were in
the midst of chaos,” Titus
said.

He prayed for strength;
he received understand-
ing and love from family

exhibit commemorates Dickens's 200th birthday

ners became the village of
Plymouth in 1867, which
then became a city in 1932.

and friends.

The following days
were struggles for the
‘Titus family. “It was dif-
ficult to go to the stores,
to hear the conversations
of trivial things, conver-
sations about 9/11, and
people who would argue
about it, or even watch-
ing people laughing and
enjoying life,” he said.

“‘We wanted to run away
from it all, but we had
tolearn to cope, for our
family, our children and
our grandchildren.”

The couple has another
daughter and two sons.

Eleven years have
passed, but it seems likea
“lifetime ago,” Titus said.
He remembers Alicia and
her beautiful face, and he
lifts a photo to show the

audience a smiling young
beautiful woman. “I rem-
inisce of the wonderful
memories we shared, the
warmth of her hugs; it
only seems like yester-
day,” he said.

The Titus famr.ly now.
lives in Ohio. Urbana Uni-
versity has dedicated a
park to Alicia’s memo-
ry using steel from the
World Trade Center for
amemorial for her and
the 3,000 others who died
that day.

Someone asked him at
the park dedication about
when he got over the loss
of his daughter.

““You don’t get over
the loss of a child; you
just learn to live with it,”
Titus said, remembering
his response.

According to Kerstens, it
took many months to pre-
pare for Christmas, which

The Plymomh Mlstoncal Museum’s exhibit, “A Dickens 0' a Chrvstmas “ is a tribute to
Charles Dickens, who would have been 200 years old this year.

was the party season.
“Winter was a special
time for settlers because

on 9/11

“Grief requires an unwavering
courage lo face each day.”

JOHN TITUS

whose daughter Alicia was a stewardess on the plane that hit the

South Tower

Realization of
blessings

‘Titus told the audience
that “grief is a journey
that has no endpoint.” He
often wondered wheth-
er he would experience
joy again, as depression
haunted him and Bev.
“Grief strips you down to
your very soul. Your ego
is shattered.” Stress and
strain were constant.

“Grief requires an
unwavering courage to
face each day,” he said.

Then Titus spoke of his
blessings, his supporters.
“I feel very blessed to
have so many loving peo-
ple in my life. I thank God
for all the love and under-
standing, and much of it
came from here,” Titus
said of Schoolcraft’s fac-
ulty and staff.

Titus slowly began to
realize that he could use
that same love and com-
passion to help others and
he began to feel a great-
er compassion for peo-
ple suffering throughout
the world. Since Alicia’s
deat itus has become a
srrong advocate for peace
and social justice, writing
articles, doing documen-
taries and giving talks all
over the United States,
Canada and Italy on these
and related issues;

‘Titus said true peace is
found in peace with God
and not in a cease-fire in
a war or a strong defense
in preparation of war.
“Waging war seems so
outdated, so primitive, so
desperate." ‘Titus said.

He also quoted Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. War
doesn'’t diminish violence,
it creates it, King once
said. “Darkness cannot
drive out hate, only love
can du d:at "Tnus said,
quotin,

Shortly after 91, Titus
said he was asked by a
local television report-
er about what he thought
of the war in Iraq. “If it
means more innocent
people like Alicia will die,
then I am opposed,” he
said. That comment was
edited out of the broad-
casted story, Titus said.

Adding to grief
‘Titus said Bush's inva-
sion of Iraq and over-
throw of Saddam Husse-
in only added to the grief
and complicated it for
the 9/11 families. Titus
said there were “blatant
failings by the govern-
ment and by intelligence
agencies,” which he said
occurred during and pri-
or to the Bush adminis-
tration. There were also .

it was the only time they
were free from tending
crops,” Kerstens said.
“Still, a big part of the
season was spent out-
doors. People played in
the snow even on Christ-
mas day. Christmas din-
ner was eaten shortly
after noon.”

In the afternoon, people
went for rides in sleighs
and cutters. Some played
lacrosse; others went ice-
sailing or ice-fishing on
the lakes. Tobogganing
and sledding were popu-
lar with both children and
adults. Settlers had their
choice of endless ever-
greens for Christmas
decorations, which were
primarily used inside.
Prince Albert, Queen Vie-
toria’s husband, popular-
ized indoor Christmas
trees in the 1840s. In our
area, trees were deco-
rated with candles, fruit,
pine cones, cookies, loz-
enges, and home-made

“hidden agendas” to fight
a war in the Middle East,
‘Titus said.

Titus believes that the
9/11 Commission was
stacked with members
‘who would stop short
of criticizing the Bush
administration.

While Titus questions
the U.S. government, he
adds that he is able to
enjoy life.

He said he likes to think
that he is wiser, and that
he is listening to a differ-
ent rhythm of life. “T am
deeply grateful for each
day,” he said. “I can feel
goodness in my heart and
in my soul.”

‘Titus said that God has
helped him deal with the
pain and loss through
seeds of hope: “God is
within each of us. God is
there within.”

He read from Alicia
and what she had written
about happiness, and how
a young girl’s hope for a
knight in shining armor
evolved to a king and his
kingdom, to a kingdom
only, with a realization
that she only needed “an
infinite amount of love to
give and receive freely”
and a purpose, goal or a
destination.

She also wrote about
sorrow and happiness.
“Those who have known
the greatest happiness
have opened themselves
to the most gut-wrench-
ing sorrow. It's a gamble,
you have to play to win.
Or maybe those who have
endured suffering have
a greater respect for joy,
can appreciate it wherev-
er they find it, the smell
of arose, the sight of a
baby, an old couple hold-
ing hands.

“And those who've lived
their lives ina heart-
numbmg cocoon of sanity,

and contentment
dnn't have the capacity
for pure joy. Or, maybe
this is what T !ell myself
in order to pick myself
up, dust off, and hop on
again.

'mus concluded with
the Prayer of St. Francis
of Assisi, which he and
his wife found on Alicia’s
bed stand when they went
to her apartment in San
Francisco after her death.

Part of the prayer reads:
“Where there is hatred, let
me sow love; where there

is injury, pardon; where
there is doubt, faith;
where there is despaxr
hope; where there is dark-
ness, light; and where
there is sadness, joy."

kabramez@hometownlife.com
(313) 222:2591

ornaments.

Each Saturday until
Christmas, beginning
Nov. 24, Santa Claus will
be available to greet chil-
dren of all ages. There
are no restrictions on
photdgraphing children
with Santa, and there
probably won't be long
lines. In addition, on
Saturday, Dec. 1, San-
ta will be at the muse-
um 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. dur-
ing the Museum's annu-
al open house and Craft
Bazaar. Admission is free
that day.

Hours of operation are
‘Wednesday, Friday, Sat-
urday, and Sunday, 1-4

.m. Admission is $5 for
adults and $2 for chil-
dren (6-17). The museum
is family friendly, with
activities to engage vis-
iting children. Tours can
be accommodated. Please
call (734) 455-8940 for
more information or to
make a tour reservation.
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SNYDER

Continued from page A1

« Provide for per-pupil
funding to follow stu-
dents to whichever dis-
tricts they use to learn.
The funding would not
follow them to private
schools.

« Base funding on per-
formance, once assess-
ment and testing proce-
dures are established.

State Rep. Kurt Heise,

R-Plymouth, pointed out
the draft bill is just that
A draft. It is, he said,
“more of a ‘white paper’
right now" that obviously
still has to go through the
legislative process.

Some concerns

‘That said, Heise said
there are things in the
draft that concern him.

“The one thing I'm con-
cerned about is the idea
of open borders, where
you potentially man-

date school districts
would have to accept stu-
dents if spots were avail-
able,” said Heise, a cur-
rent member of the
House Education Com-
mittee. “That’s some-
thing I've resisted in the
past and fought against.
If necessary, 1 will fight
it again.”

Like Hughes, Heise is
also concerned about the
online learning aspect
of the draft. He point-
ed out the state recent-

Includes Instruction,

range time

and gun rental (must buy amme)
Thursda; 6

i 1 DAY or 2 DAY )
CPL/CCW CLASSES

CHRIST MAS/GITTS
...That Al To, Please!

30-m
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2, ute,
Tangs pasess with
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I-——.-.-—c—

LIN‘.
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134—325-7320
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ly approved an expan-
sion of cyber schools in
Michigan, but “with a lot

is online, but connected

of quality controls and
fe“s_;l;ll?lwns-; B to a teacher at the other
mjgh('sbzug":msg backto  end. There’sa qualztatwe
wide-open online learn-  difference.”
ing,” Heise said. “We
want to have better over- :lElrl"Eom-rUGHES
sight and 4
and a true determination
of what the costs are.” in the draft.
Hughes is most con- “The rest of the attri-
cerned about that aspect  butes are pretty compel-
of it. He said he fears ling,” Colbeck said. “We
what kind of quality ‘want to put the power
education students will in the hands of the par-
get if the online learn- ents’

ing is simply a matter of
kids taking online class-
es without benefit of a
teacher.

“The most effective
online learning is where
the child is online, but
connected to a teacher at
the other end,” Hughes
said. “There’s a qualita-
tive difference.”

State Sen. Patrick Col-
beck, R-Canton, said he
likes the idea of state
funding following the
student. He said rede-
fining the school aid
act makes sure school
funding is “more need-
based.”

“Ilike the idea the
money stops with the
kids and the parents, and
they decide how to use
it,” Colbeck said.

d, while he also said
districts “should have
the power not to partici-
pate” in the open enroll-
ment part of the plan, he
said he likes most of the
rest of the ideas outlined

No vouchers

That part of it is what
troubles state Rep. Dian
Slavens, D-Canton, the
most. Slavens said she
hadn’t combed through
the entire 304-page doc-
ument,

“I have huge concerns
about changing our K-12
education into a vouch-
er system,” Slavens said.
“It will take away local
control. Public education
should not be for prof-_
it. We should be invest-
ing in public education
for all children, and not
lining the pockets of pri-
vate companies.

“It’s going to allaw peo—
ple to send their cl
dren to any district
they choose, but there’s
no transportation pro-
vided,” Slavens added.
“What does that say for
families who can’t move
their children to other
districts?

Heise said the gover-

nor would likely include
more details in his State
of the State address

in January, ang

House and Senate would
obviously have to get
involved in turning it
into legislation.

He also said people
should start “getting
themselves informed”
now in order to be pre-
pared for the discus-
sion that will come when
bills eventually hit the
ground, likely not until
February or March.

“There is a difference
between what the gov-
ernor is proposing and
what might be in a bill,”
Heise said. “How much
of that is a ‘wish list’ and
how much is really going
to be put in any bill? We

e reason to be con-
cerned about what is in
this white paper. But it’s
along time through the
education process.

“It’s way too soon to
say the whole thing is
flawed or the whole thing
will be wonderful,” he
added. “T doubt either
one will be true.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313)222:8899
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Fundraiser benefits woman who lost both legs in accident

The fundraiser will help Livonia resident Marji Harkema,

For doing something for
the first time, the Base-
Line Folk Society proved
to be pretty good at fund-
raising.

The society conducted
its first-ever fundraiser
Saturday, with their open
microphone performers
and featured artists rais-
ing more than $555 for
the Plymouth Goodfel-
lows.

The special night, held
at the Plymouth Commu-
nity Arts Council, was
dedicated to the Plym-

who lost both legs in a car accident, pay for medical ex-
penses not covered by insurance.

Folk society raises Goodfe

A is being
held next week to benefit
a Livonia woman who lost
both legs in a car acci-
dent in January.

Marji Harkema is mak-
ing remarkable strides in
her recovery, said Lau-
ra DeChane, who's help-
ing to organize the Ladies
of Harley (LOH) Vendor
Show from 7-10 p.m. Fri-
day, Nov. 30, at Joy Manor,
28999 Joy Road, Westland.

She is healing from a
traumatic brain injury,
learning how to walk all
over again with prosthet-
ic legs and learning how

to drive again with hand
controls.

‘“Marji is a remarkable
person with a positive
attitude and is an mspua
tion to all who know her,”

outh Goodfellows for the Baseline Folk Soci-
first time in BaseLine's ety is a group of talent-
modest, but ed ici il
eight-year history. and preserving the fine
“We had a great night, art of “Traditional Acous-
and we're thankful to tical Folk Music” and per-
all the volunteers who forms every third Satur-
helped make this night day evening at the Joanne
agiant success for all Winkelman Hulce Center
involved, but especial- for the Arts, 774 N. Shel-
ly for the kids who are don in Plymouth.
not forgotten this holi- BaseLine marks anoth-
day season, thanks tothe er first Saturday, Dec. 15,
Plymouth Goodfellows,”  when they host a com-
said John Delle-Monache,  plete night of eclectic
publicity chair for the Open Mic performers
BaseLine Folk Society. from 7-9:30 p.m.

DeChane said. Harkema  sale, 50/50, raffles,abot-  cityhog.com
is amember of the Ladies  tle drive and more. Checks may be made
of Harley. Bring bottles to the payable to The Mar-
Funds raised will help fundraiser or email Jji Harkema Fundraiser
her with expenses that Wendy Smith at wendy. and mailed to c/o Laura
insurance does not cover, haworth@gmail.com to DeChane, 30048 Five Mile
DeChane said. Admission ~ arrange for a pick up or Road, Livonia, MI 48154
is $1 per person. drop off. For more information,
The vendor show will If you have items that contact Laura DeChane
feature holiday gifts you would like to make dechane0S@twmi.rr.com
without the holiday has- for the bake sale, contact  or Debra Wright debrat-
sle, food, cash bar, bake DeChane at LO! hunder

Winter Wonderland
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Canton

After being rejected by
insurance twice, Austin
Zell was more than grate-
ful to receive a motorized
wheelchair from Action
Thrift Store, an auxilia-
ry of Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Michigan.

“We warehouse excel-
lent donations like this
until we can find the
right person or agen-
cy in need,” said Jean
Schiuckebier, the Fran-

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, November 22, zotm
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couple makes donation in son’s honor

kenmuth resident who
sits on the board of direc-
tors for ATS, which is
always looking for dona-
tions of “better” high-
demand, high-priced
items for resale, which
meet the needs of LSSM
clients

The wheelchair was one
of four donated by Ray
and Sandra Kotcher of
Canton after their son,
Darryl, died of brain can-

cer earlier this year. They
also donated a Hoyer lift,
a shower bench and a
commode to ATS.

“Our son was a great
inspiration to everyone,”
Ray Kotcher said. “He
fought hard for almost 25
years and his motto was
accept what is. He would
have liked to see all of
these items find the right

Schluckebier connect-

ed with Zell's family in
October. Mike and Melis-
sa Zell of DeWitt tried to
get their daughter Aus-
tin, 21, who has Cere-
bral Palsy and lives inde-
pendently at the Alison
House facility in Lan-
sing, but their insurance
rejected requests twice
for a motorized wheel-
chair, which would make
grocery shopping, laun-
dry and other tasks which

require a lot of lifting
much easier for Austin.
In today’s market, the

way, where one family
helps another, is so beau-
tiful.”

in 1934,

Zell received retails for
$8,000. Since Zell is an
LSSM client, living in an
LSSM facility, the Zells
had to pay $100 to trans-
port the chair to Alison
House.

“It is such an honor to
be able to serve the needs
of individuals like Aus-
tin,” said Schluckebier.
““And to see the commu-
nity come together in this

Lutheran Social Servic-
es of Michigan spans the
Lower Peninsula of Mich-
igan with more than 70
programs in 44 cities.
LSSM provides a wide
variety of services for
children and families,
senior adults, refugees
and persons with disabil-
ities.

For more information,
visit www.Issm.org.
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Ray and Sandra Kotcher donated a wheelchair in honor of
their son Darryl, here with his dog Bugsy. Darryl died of
brain cancer earlier this year. The Kotchers also donated a
Hoyer lift, a shower bench and a commode to ATS.

nsion recipients...have you been
>d the option to receive a lump
sum payment from your e mployer?
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RealBarBQ of Camon hosts a fundraiser to benefit Joanne Savage, a widow and mother
of three sons Colin, Jack and Nolan, who was diagnosed with a rare cancer. Pat Savage,

November 2011.

Eatery’

Joanne’s husband and the father of their three boys, succumbed to esophageal cancer in

s effort

benefits local mom

Best tablets, laptops,
eReaders, convertibles

By Jon Gunnells
‘Guest Columnist

nless you are an
Uzimiesn.

er or a profession-
al videographer, you're
probably not in the mar-
ket for a desktop comput-
er. If you or someone on
your holiday giftlist, how-
ever, is searching for a
laptop, netbook or tablet,
here are some sugges-
tions on what to buy:

* iPad — One of the
most expensive tablet
options is expensive for
good reason. Apple prod-
ucts have long been easy
to use, durable and gener-
ally worry-free.

The iPad comes in a
variety of models and
storage sizes. The most
expensive are the 2012
models that feature reti-
na display. A 64GB mod-
el with WiFi connectiv-
ity costs $699 and the
same model with WiFi
plus cellular connectiv-
ity (through a provider
like Verizon) costs $829.
The 2012 iPad with reti-
na display and the iPad 2
(from 2011) are available
in white and black 16GB,
32GB and 64GB versions.

1f you are suffering
sticker shock already,

consider the a 16GB iPad

2 with WiFi connectivi-
tyis $399, or the all-new
iPad mini.

« iPad Mini — The prod-

Officials at RealBar- ly, but Joanne is staying ceeds from all
BQ of Canton said they’re ~ extremely positive while  sales that day will go to
joining a variety of peo-  she goes through contin-  the Savage family. This
ple and groups in the uous medical treatment applies to all orders,
Plymouth-Canton com- knowing that she has so mcludmg patrons dining
munity embracing and many rallying behind her, * in or carrying out and
supporting one of their including the Salem meals delivered.
own. High School football A fund at Communi-

Joanne Savage, awidow team, for which her son ty Financial Credit Union
and mother of three sons  Colin plays, RealBarBQ has also been set up
Colin, Jack and Nolan, officials said. where contributions can
'was diagnosed with a RealBarBQ of Canton be made. Make contribu-
rare cancer called Perito-  officials want to show its  tions Attention: Savage
nei Carcinoma. Pat Sav- support for Joanne Sav-  and Sons Fund; Communi-
age, Joanne's husband age by holding a ben- ty Financial Credit Union,
and the father of their efit fundraiser on Sat- 500 S. Harvey Street, Post
three boys, succumbed urday, Dec. 8. Doors at Office Box 8050, Plym-
toEsophageal Cancerin  RealBarBQ will openat  outh, M1 48170.
November 2011. 11 a.m. The r For more i

The death of a spouse is located at 42452 Ford  on RealBarBQ Canton,
is a dramatic event, emo-  Road (at Lilley) in Can- call (734) 667-3996 or visit
tionally and financial- ton. Fifty percent of pro- realbarbg.com.

BUSINESS BRIEFS
Relay for Life

The American Cancer

Society is holding a Relay

Rally on Nov. 29 at 6:30
p.m. at the Plymouth Dis-
trict Library. They are
looking for people to help
plan the Plymouth Relay
for Life of 2013.

For more informa-
tion and to RSVP, contact
Abby Stonerook at 734-
635-9015 or email Abigail.
stonerook@cancer.org.

Bricks 4 Kidz

“Parents can do their hol-
iday shopping in a relaxed
way because the Plym-
outh Recreation Depart-
ment is having a “Bricks
4 Kidz Night Out” Nov. 30
from 69 p.m. They will
take care of your kids and
involve them with LEGO
creations. The program is
for kids ages 6-11 and is a
fun, action packed evening
full of building, challenges,
games, food, and fun. Kids
participate in LEGO free
play, motorized build and
creations, games and con-
tests ete. They will provide
pizza and drinks.

The cost is $47 or $32 for

city of Plymouth residents.

After hours

The Plymouth Communi-
ty Chamber of Commerce
and the Northville Cham-
ber of Commerce get
together fora wmbmu]
after-hours mixer 5-7:
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. zs

The Plymouth Communi-
ty Chamber members will
be joining our neighbors
from the Northville Cham-
ber for the November
After Hours at CJ's Brew-
ery. This event will provide
the opportunity to expand
anetwork of professionals
from business people in the
neighboring communities

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Hospital fundraiser

ACO recently opened its Children’s Hospital Festival of
Trees store in Plymouth. On hand to celebrate the ribbon
cutting are ACO CEO Dick Snyder, ACO Vice President Janet
Makhy, store manager Sheila Quigg, Theresa Diefenbach,
director of Festival Of Trees, and assistant store manager
Julie Davis. ACO is the major sponsor of the Festival Of
Trees. The Festival of Trees is the largest special event
annual fundraiser for the Children’s Hospital of Michigan
Foundation. The ACO Plymouth Township store is located
at 44441 W. Ann Arbor Road. Holiday store hours are Mon-
day to Saturday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. The store phone number is (734) 453-1990, Visit ACO's

website at www.

and with many chamber
members at the same time.
There is no fee to attend
this event. RSVP by noon
Nov. 27 to teri@plymouth-
mich.org or call (734) 453-
1540. Members who attend
will have the familiar
green “Plymouth Rocks”
guitar on their name tag to
let everyone know which
chamber they're from.
The event is sponsored
by the Plymouth Whalers.
CJ's Brewery is located
inside Compuyware Arena
on Beck between M-14 and
Five Mile in Plymouth.

Anniversary gala
The Canton Chamber of
Commerce hosts a 40th
anniversary gala 7-9 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 7, at the Tradi-
tions Condominium Asso-
ciation, 1315 Waterside.
Wine tasting will be
available courtesy Can-

com for more

ton’s Holiday Market.
Cost is $15 per person.
The event is sponsored
by Atchinson Ford Sales,
Molly Maid, Saint Joseph
Mercy Health System and
Tammy Brown Agency -
Farm Bureau Insurance.
Reservations are
required, call the cham-
ber office at (734) 453-
4040 or email admin@
cantonchamber.com.

Health seminar

The University of Mich-
igan Health System Wom-
en’s Health Program and
Dr. Samar Hassouneh and
Dr. Gwen Zirngibl pres-
ent a seminar about the
HPV injection 7-8:30 p.m.
Dec. 6 at the Plymouth
District Library, 223 S.
Main in Plymouth.

For more information
call the Women's Health
Program at (734) 936-8886.

Apple got very creanve
with this one. The iPad
Mini is smaller in stat-
ure, but not in storage.

A 16GB version is $329
with WiFi connectivity
and $459 if you want to
surf the web courtesy of
a data plan through Veri-
zon, AT&T or Sprint. The

iPad Mini
takes
about two
weeks

1o ship
direct-

Tech Savvy

Jon Gunnells

answer to the iPad line
finally is available and
quite impressive. Run-
ning the new Windows.

8 operating system, this
bright tablet is fast and
powerful. A 32GB model
costs $499, or you can pay
$599 and get the same
model with a cover and a
keyboard. A 64GB mod-
el with cover and key-
board is $699. The cover
and keyboards are cool as
well, coming in cyan, red
or magenta.

The Microsoft Surface
is perfect for someone
who is a PC or Android
user, because the devic-
es are compatible and on
the same operating sys-
tem. The new tablet is
also more cost-effective
for the features and stor-
age options.

* Dell XPS 12 Laptop
Convertible — Wonder-
ing what kind of laptop
is more than $1,000 these
days? Take this laptop-
tablet hybrid, for exam-
ple, which offers a rotat-
ing-touch screen built
within a traditional lap-
top. Dell and other lap-
top manufacturers offer
a variety of convertible
units, although I don’t
know that you can't get
the same productivi-
ty out of a Surface Tab-
let or iPad with a nice
keyboard. The tablets,

of course, are less cost-
1y, too.

* Kindle Fire — For
users who are more inter-
ested in reading than
gaming and apps, the Kin-
dle Fire is a can’t-miss at
$149. It has built-in WiFi
connectivity and allows
you access to unlimited
cloud storage with Ama-
zon.

* Nook — For $99 (and
maybe even less on Black
Friday) you can purchase
a simple eReader such
as the Barnes and Noble
Nook Simple Touch.

« Other laptops — With
many manufacturers and
models, it is hard to dis-
tinguish the best laptops
this holiday season. How-
ever, if you are buying.
alaptop, here is what to
look for.

Make sure the unit has
atleast 2GB to 3GB of
memory so the device can
run programs adequate-
ly. Anything less will slow
you down for computing.
Beyond that, the rest of
the choices are up to you.
Laptops will be selling for
a couple of thousand dol-
lars for top models down
to less than $200 for more
basic models.

Walmart is rumored to
be selling a solid Com-

aq Presario laptop for

179 on Black Friday.
That’s a good price if you
are looking for a machine
that can help you surf the
web and partake in basic
computing. Probably not
worth lining up outside
for, though.

Jon Gunnells is a social
media planner at a Detroit-
based advertising agency. He
can be reached at jonathan
qunnells@gmail.com. Follow:
him on Twitter @GunnShow.
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OPINION

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance
the lives of our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contribute to
the business success of our customers.

Saying
thanks not
for just

one day
Continue to express
your gratitude

When the first day of school rolled
around in September, did you let out a s\gh
and say, “thank heavens they’re back in
school?”

How many times has someone turned
to you — and how many times have you
turned to someone else — in the last two
weeks to say, “thank goodness the election
is over?”

How long will you bite your tongue, after
a Thanksgiving dinner guest tries to com-
pliment you by saying that the mashed
potatoes had fewer lumps than the gravy
this year, before you say, “gee, thanks?”

And when you stumble into a coffee shop
before dawn on Black Friday for some
liquid gold before a shopping foray, what
do you say as you finger the change the
barista hands you? It may be almost sub-
conscious, but like as not, you’ll mumble a
“thanks.”

We say it all the time, not just on
Thanksgiving. Whether it’s because we got
a knock on the head from our parents if
we didn’t say it as youngsters, or because
we bought into the “please and thank
you” lessons of Sesame Street and Capt.
Kangaroo, saying thanks or thank you is
arguably one of the most used phrases in
the English language.

Maybe we use it too much. It is some-
thing to think about this Thanksgiving,

Consider that, when our children return
to school in the fall, our thanks is better
directed to their teachers than spoken as
our sense of relief.

Likewise, win or lose, we are all glad
that campaign ads have stopped running
on TV. But if we thank anyone, it should
be the writers of the Constitution who pro-
vided for democratic elections.

And face it, there is no way you mean
anything close to thanks when you get
a back-handed compliment on your
Thanksgiving dinner cooking skills, nor is
there really any meaning in that exchange
at the coffee shop.

This holiday is a clue as to what the
problem is: For 364 days a year, we say
thank you. On only one day each year, the
fourth Thursday in November, we give
thanks. Talk, it seems, really is cheap.
But it doesn’t cost any more to put a little
thought — and a little meaning — behind a
pleasant exchange.

There is plenty to be thankful for, wheth-
er we recall our good fortune in a litany
at the dinner table, or we keep tabs in a
periodic inventory of our lives. More of
us are working, though still less than the
national average; home foreclosure rates
have slowed. And didn’t the Tigers give us
a thrill this year, at least for awhile?

We all have to make our own lists of
what to be thankful for, but giving thanks
means more than lip service. It means
pausing to look straight in someone’s
eye and smile, letting that person know
you value them and the service they
have performed. Isn't that what we do on
Thanksgiving, by pausing to gather with
family, letting them know we count them
among our blessings?

But there are still many in our commu-
nity who may not have the good fortune
to share in our lengthy lists. For them, we
should give more than a kind word or two.
Instead, share a meal or maybe a special
treat them may be unable to afford. Make
an early gift of baby formula topped with
a pair of mittens, or a gas card slipped
inside a pair of gloves for an oldster.

There are as many ways to give thanks
as there are reasons to do so, and they
don’t have to stop when the table is cleared
after dinner and dessert.

So, when the relatives finally decide to
leave on Thanksgiving, it’s not a matter of
what will you say to them, but how.
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Susan Rosiek, Advertising
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What are you most thankful for this Thanksgiving?
We asked this question at the Canton Public Library and the Plymouth District Library.

“Obviously for my (help-
er) dog. She's allowed
me to go places during
the day and at night
without having to worry.
And of course I'm very
thankful for my children
and their success.”
Dominique de Gery
Plymouth Township

| guess for my health,
and being alive.”
Jennifer Hanna

Christ my Lo

Plymouth

“My salvatlon m Jesus

Beverly Smith
Cai

“My family.”
Vicki Vega
Canton

nton

LETTERS

No sense of
community

I write in response to your
article about the Canton Town- .
ship decision to award the bid for
management of Fellows Creek
Golf Course to Billy Casper Golf,
a Virginia corporation (" Golfers
call fore’ on course decision,
Observer, Nov. 15).

According to the handout at
the board meeting Nov. 13, the
purpose for the action was to
“maximize revenue potential,”
an obvious belief that Billy Casper
will be able to make more money
than the Dan Ross family, Canton
residents who have managed the
course for 35 years.

It is logical that the course in-
come has declined in the last four
years given our tough economic
times. If one is out of work,
he/she cannot afford to golf. Our
community has not been alone.
Kate Moore of the Michigan Golf
Course Association estimates 30
Michigan courses have closed
in the last four years under the
economic strains.

Considering the whole situa-
tion, | find the township’s think-
ing in this matter to be sad and

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

We welcome your Letter to the
Editor. Please include your name,
address and phone number for
verification. We may edit for clar-
ity, space and content. Submit
letters by the following formats:
Web: www.hometownlife.com
Mail: Letters to the Editor, Plym-
outh Observer, 615 W. Lafayette,
Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226
Fax: (313) 2233318

£-mail: bkadrich@hometownlife.
com.

Blog: You may also let your
opinions be heard with your own
blog at hometownlife.com.
Deadline: Letters should be
received by 9 a.m. Monday to be
published in the Thursday edi-
tion.

anti-community. After many
residents voiced their concern
about ending the management
contract with a Canton resident
in order to hire an out-of-state
corporation, one of the trustees’
hostile response was evidence
of the much greater concern for
"“maximizing revenues” than any
concern for community connec-
tions.

According to Kate Moore, cities

generally don't run golf courses
to make money. Generally it is.
done to add to a sense of com-
munity. Certainly hiring an out-of-
state company is not a sign of
adding to a sense of community
in this case.

I live at the Links of Fellows
Creek, but do not overlook the
course. | am writing solely as an
avid golfer who plays at Fellows
Creek probably seven or eight
times a month. Although | do not
know anyone in the Ross family,

I love the course and appreciate
the great people who work there.
1 will feel a sense of loss of com-
munity dealing with an out-of-
state corporation, rather than a
local family.

I wonder what kind of com-
munity our residents want — one
where the primary concern
(maybe sole concern) is “maximiz-
ing revenues"” or one that has an
equally strong concern for main-
taining or maximizing a sense of
community for its residents. | did
not sense any “balancing” at the
hearing.

Mary Ellen MacDougall
Canton

GUEST COLUMN

Connecting with aging
parents during the holidays

By Kathleen Kueppers
Guest Columnist

e holidays, for many of us,
are a chance to spend time
with family members who

we don't see as often as we would
like.

Visits with aging parents can
provide the ideal opportunity for
us to observe how they are doing
and have a conversation with
them about their
well-being. Are
they safe living.
independently or
do they need addi-
tional support to
do so?

If you live a
long distance
away, or don't see
your parents reg-
ularly, you may
be surprised by
changes you notice in their phys-
ical appearance or mental condi-
tion. Be sure to take the time to
talk with them and ask questions
if you are concerned. Here are
some tips to consider.

Look for warning signs in their
physical appearance.

Weight loss may be asign of ill-
ness or malnourishment. Are
they stable on their feet? Is there
a change in their speech or ambu-
lation? Are they able to take care
of their activities of daily living,
such as cook, dress, bathe, and
clean their home? If any warning
signs are evident, help schedule
a visit with their physician and
plan to go with them.

Look for changes in their mood
or mental alertness.

Kathleen
Kueppers

Forgetfulness and confusion
are not a normal part of aging. If
your parents are repeating them-
selves frequently or appear more
confused, look for other signs
that may indicate they are in need
additional help.

Are their bills being paid?

Are they entering contests?

Are there checks in their check-
book to people you are not famil-
iar with?

your memory? Iam,”

Listen carefully and tell your
parent/s that you respect their
independence

‘When older adults complain
about vague symptoms sometimes
they are telling you that they are
scared or lonely. Listen careful-
ly. Reassure them that you respect
their privacy but that you may
need to know important informa-
tion in order to help them if there

Are their i urrent?  isan

Is there nutritious food in the Where to turn for more resourc-
cupboard? es and information.

How is their mood? The Area Agency on Agmg 1-B

Do they engage in conversation?
Do they laugh at funny stories?
Do they cry often?

Are they drinking more alcohol?

Are they irritable or get angry
quickly?

Do they appear clean and dress
like they always did?

Are they refusing to go with
friends on outings, o to their
church or synagogue?

Changes in their mood or mental
alertness may be signs of depres-
sion, dementia or a declining health
condition. Again, schedule an
appointment with a physician and
plan to go with them.

Be honest.

If you are concerned about
a parent’s well-being, don’t be
afraid to tell them. Express how
you are feeling using “I.” For
example, “I am concerned about
your diet, you've lost weight.” Or
“I noticed Dad's clothes are not
clean today. Are you having trou-
ble doing the laundry? What can
1do to help?” Or “I noticed you
call me often and forget that we
talked. Are you concerned about

(AAA1-B)isa nnnproﬁ( organi-
zation that specializes in provid-
ing information, resources, and
services to older adults, persons
with disabilities, and their fam-
ily caregivers, who live in Liv-
ingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oak-
land, St. Clair and Washtenaw
counties. For information about
respite relief services, housing,
in-home services, home delivered
nmeals, care management, legal
assistance, counseling, transpor-
tation, Medicare, Medicaid and
more, call the AAA 1-B Monday
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to

S p.m., at 800-852-7795, or visit
www.aaalb.com.

Kathleen Kueppers is Director

of Community Support Services for
the Area Agency on Aging 1-8, a
nonprofit organization that serves
seniors, persons with disabilities and
family caregivers in a six-county re-
gion in southeast Michigan: For more
information, contact her at (248)
262-9225, or by e-mail at kkuep-
pers@aaalb.com
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small Business Saturday
November 24 -

The busiest Holiday weekend is here!
Spread the Word & SHOP SMALL
in downtown Northville on
November 24 ~ Small Business Saturday!
Your support of local SMALL businesses
makes a BIG difference!

For more information on shopping and dining in
downtown Northville visit, www.downtownnorthville.com

SHOP, DINE i) PLAY IN
DOWNTOWN NORTHVILLE

R
[ f] Novtfoille
find the DDA on facebook BcH
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Now Open -for
fhé Season'
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NG / = Family Outings
< PA‘?‘S(‘Q e # * Private Ice Parties
£ Mg;{“’;“’?\am &M g  Field Trips
- "32:.‘??3‘89 = - Birthday Pdrties
¢ Group Rates
/\/\/\]‘ - Skate Rentals
* Convenient
rll?:gﬁhuvs ..... 11am - 10 pm Adjacent Parking

Tam - Midnight

oami: Mdngnt. - Open 7 Days

Including Holidays
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IV\AR'[ [US
PARK

800 Woodward Avenue

3 Blocks North of Jefferson

Located in Detroit's Meeting Plac
Across from the Compuware Building and Hord Rock Cafe

/)\

& further info,
-9393

For reserva

call 31

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 23, 201

Discover the PANDORA Shop inside:

%W W yﬂwo&/u =

33300 W. 6 Mile Road e Livonia, Ml 48152

734.525.4555
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PANDORA’

R A LIMITED TIME ONLY.*

PANDORA’

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS

Limitep Epimion 2012  Precious GIFT CHARM

Available starting November 23, 2012 for a limited time only.*
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Oakwood Center dedicates new Kidz Cabin

The Oakwood Center
for Exceptional Families
now has a new play area
where children of all abil-
ities can get together and
interact in a recreational
setting.

The Kidz Cabin, a ful-
ly-inclusive play struc-
ture funded through a
grant from Kelly’s Kidz
Foundation, was recent-
ly unveiled at the Dear-
born-based facility. Built
in the form of a log cab-
in, the structure incorpo-
rates several unique fea-
tures designed for chil-
dren with disabilities to

enjoy.

“This playground will
bring a new dimension of
service to thousands of
families throughout met-
ro Detroit,” said Rob-
ert 0. Kramer, chair of
the Center for Excep-
tional Families board.
“The Kidz Cabin will
allow children of all abil-
ities the opportunity to
explore, learn, create and
play together. It will sup-
port our quest for “inclu-
sion,” breaking down bar-
riers to participation and
belonging.”

Kelly’s Kidz Founda-
tion, which has partnered
with the Oakwood facil-
ity since 2008, provid-
ed $50,000 in funding for
the structure. Canton res-
ident Kelly Hermann,
co-founder of Kelly’s
Kidz, said it was a natu-
ral match for her organi-
zation's goal of improving

Sa’r., Dec 1, 2012 o 'IO OOGm

Presenied by Michigan Secmless Tube and Plpe

CHRISTMAS IN 'I‘HE

South
| 'Lyon

Brian Wallace (from left), Cathy Wallace, Margaret Demmer, John E. (Jack) Demmer, William Hermann, Sle eranm
Kelly Hermann (of Canton), David Hermann, Laurie Hermann and Bill Hermann celebrate the arrival of a new play struc-
ture at Oakwood’s Center for Exceptional Families in Dearborn.

the quality of life for chil-  The Kidz Cabin, which
dren with special needs was the brainchild of
and their families. Tammy Morris, Clin-
ic Rehab Manager at the

Small step Center, will also serve

“The Kidz Cabin will as an alternative physi-
provide an amazing cal and recreational ther-
opportunity for all kids, apy location. It features
regardless of disability, to  a giant crawl through
play in a place thatisnot  log, with sand at the bot-
only safe, but allows them  tom to provide a senso-
to interact with their ry experience—as well
peers and siblings,” she as a fun way to get into
said. “It is really impor- the sand pit; huge slop-
tant for these kids to be ing sidewalks that allow
accepted for who they wheelchairs and walk-
are and Kelly’s Kidz is ers to easily access the
prowdmg one more small  cabin. There are climb-
step in helping them live  ing ropes and different
the best life that they types of steps for chil-

dren that are learning to

COUNTRY CRAFT SHOW

Enjoy crafts and artisans,

CANDY CANE HUNT
Bring your littleone out

Admissions Cost: $3 or $2 with a can of food

for Active Faith
Location: South Lyon
Time: 10am-4pm

walk. It even has a pond-
less water feature that
provides a soothing place
tosit.

Dr. Susan Youngs, medi-
cal director at the Center,
said the Kidz Cabin would
get plenty of use.

“The Kidz Cabin will
allow our special kids
an opportunity to play
with their peers, friends,
brothers and sisters
regardless of their abil-
ities,” she said. “It will
help build the foundation
for a happy, active child-
hood. It will build friend-
ships and bring families
closer together. It will be
aplace where imagina-

to grab as many

candy canes as they can findl

Times: 11am, Hunt staris at 11:30am

High School Located: McHattie Pa

Please visit www.slrec.net for more Info.

5 mmmlln:ml i &

Arts & Crafts Show
Saturday, December 1st
10:

into @ drawing to
Generation 3
Clothing

o
Boots

MARTIN’S
HARDWARE

22970 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon, MI 48178

248-437-0600

For every $5.00 spent between
8am-(2noon you will be entered

win a

ll/l!

"\w ‘54\ q@ SQ

23“‘ Annual

00 am to 4:00 pm
150 Booths ® Admission $3.00

) or $2.00 and a Can of Food for ACTIVE FAITH

South Lyon High School
Eleven Mile & Pontiac Trial
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Gl

tions run free, where a
special needs child can be
akid - without limits.”

Offsetting expenses
The Center for Excep-
tional Families is based
in Dearborn, but serves
more than 3,500 families
with special needs chil-
dren throughout Wayne
County and beyond. Kel-
ly’s Kidz Foundation has
provided nearly $200,000
in grant funding to the
center to help offset the
expense of Children’s
Special Health Insurance,
purchase new, special-
ized equipment, provide
a driving program to help

LIVE REINDEER

teens with special needs
become more self-suffi-
cient and to fund scholar-
ships to help teens earn
graduate certificates or
degrees.

“Our partnership
with Oakwood’s Cen-
ter for Exceptional Fam-
ilies is really a perfect
fit as both organiza-
tions have the same goal
in mind: help the fami-
lies with special needs
kids make their lives a
little bit more manage-
able,” said Hermann,
whose daughter, Maggie,
was born with cerebral
palsy. “Having a child
with special needs real-
ly helped us realize how
doing something even
as little as providing a
place for the all kids to
play together will make a
huge impact on providing
some normalcy for the
families; and that is what
it is all about is family.”

“We are truly apprecia-
tive of this gift and the
generosity of so many.
donors who help us bring
these vital services to the
community,” said Car-
1a O’Malley, executive
director and president of
the Oakwood Foundation.
“We could not do it with-
out their support.”

For more information
on the Center for Excep-
tional Families, visit
WWW. 00d.org/CEF.
To learn more about the
Kelly's Kidz, visit www.
kellyskidz.net.

Come meet a LIVE reindeer with a surprise visit from
someone special... sponsored by South Lyon Cycle.
Time: 12:30pm-3:30pm

Location: South Lyon Cycle, 209 S. Lafayette

COUGAR CHRISTMAS CABARET

Come eat a delicious spaghetti dinner while enjoy-
ing musical entertainment by South Lyon East
Cougar Band.

Time: 2pm-8pm

Costs: $7 per person, $30 family ol 5 or more, In-
cludes dinner.

$2 person donation for the Muslcal Enfertainment
(no dinner)
Please visit ‘
for more info. |

FAMILY FUN EVENT
Cookle decorating , many crafts, and treats will
make this event fun for all ages.
Location: First United Methodist Church
Time: 3pm-5pm
Cost: Free

LIGHTED HOLIDAY PARADE

Enjoy a lighted parade on Lafayette (10 Mile Rd)
though downtown South Lyon.

Presented by South Lyon Chamber of Commerce
Time: 5:30pm - Pargde Starts at Whipple Sireet
6:00pm - Parade Ends at Witches Hat (McHaitie
Park)

QUATTO DOLCE

Enjoy fun-filled entertainment with a String and wind |~
quartet presented by Dexter Community Orchesfra
locuﬂnn. Witches Hat (McHattie Park)

Times: 6:30pm

Cost: Flee

COOKIE EX' BAKE SALE
Benefits the St. Louls Center for Mentally Disabled
Youth in Chelsea
Location: $t. Joseph Parish, 830 S. Lafayette

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY
Following the Parade, come enjoy the Tree Lighting |-
while listening fo holiday music
Location: McHattie Park |
Time: 6:20pm

Visits with Santa and Mrs. Claus

Make sure to meet Santall

Location: Schoolhouse (McHattie Park)

Time: 6:15pm ]

Come and join the fun!
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http://www.slebandboosters.hgsltebullder.com
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Make it easy for loved ones to find important papers

By Rick Bloom Bl typically  personal financial affairs.  where you keep your doc- locator is relatively sim-  as possible on your loved
Guest Columnist notsome-  Whether it is alawyer, ument locator. After all, ple and easy. You can ones. After all, isn't that
thing financial adviser or an if your loved ones can’t either do it on the com- the real reason why we
read about a wom- 2 that an insurance agent, it'’salso  locate it, it's really not puter or youcandoitthe  doany estate planning?
an who had passed attorney a good idea to list these worth anything. My rec- old-fashioned way by tak- ~ Good luck!
away a few years ago drawsup  professionals on your ommendation is that the ing pencil to paper.
and her loved ones were for you, document locator. Poten-  person that you trust the The bottom line is that Rick Bloom is a fee-only
still searching for assets ﬂ nor is it tially, these individuals most, the one that yow've it is important for every-  financial adviser. His website
(life insurance policies Money Matters a docu- can provide a wealth of named in your pow- one to make sure they is www.bloomassetmanage-
and bank accounts) that ment that  information to your loved er of attorney or to be have a listing of assets, ment.com. If you would
they thought she had, but  Rick Bloom youhave  ones that canassistthem  the trustee of your trust,  legal documents and pro: like Rick to respond to your
they could not locate. The === to have in handling your affairs. should know where this fessional advisers so that  questions, please email him
woman had moved a few signed Ibelieve you should document is located. when ing hap- atricl
times near the end of her  and witnessed. Rather, also list where your per- Making a document pens, life can be as easy ment.com.
ife. it is a road map for your sonal papers are located.
The story is a little loved ones to follow. It For example, if you have
more complex than that, is a listing of assets and a trust, you should state
however, the bottom line  where they are located. in the document loca-
is how frustrated the other words, if you tor where it is located.
family was when trying  have a Fidelity broker- This also applies to things
to locate her assets. age account, it's impor- such as insurance poli-
What struck me while tant to list it on the doc- cies and any other types
reading the article washow  ument locator. You don’t of legal documents that
common a problem this necessarily have to list you may have.
is, particularly in today’s every investment with- It's not sufficient to pre-
‘world, where people relo- in that account. Itis suffi-  pdre a document locator
ccate many times during cient that you include the  and then forget about it.
their lifetime. The prob- account on your list. Talso  There are two addition-
lem of having loved ones recommend listing the al steps needed to make
and beneficiaries unableto  account number and, in sure the document stays
locate assets upon deathis ~ many situations, it makes  relevant. The first s to
easily solvable. sense to include your occasionally update it.
‘When people do estate password on that account.  In other words, if you've
planning, they generally On your document decided to change your
focus on wills, trusts and locator list all accounts, attorney, it's important
other types of legal docu-  whether itis a brokerage  to update your document
ments. These documents account, bank accountor  locator.
areimportantand every-  any type of investment In addition, if you open
one needs to make sure account. Every account anew brokerage account,
that they have some sortof ~ should be listed along the document locator
written estate plansothat  with its account number. needs to be updated. Just
their final wishes can be In addition, list any liabil-  like it's important to occa-
followed. That being said, ities you owe, suchasa sionally review your
Talsothinkit'simportant  mortgage orany charge  wills, trusts and benefi-
that every adult, no mat- card accounts. ciary designations, the
ter how many assets they During our lifetimes, same thing applies to S
wve, adocument  we deal withavarietyof  your document locator. + Furniture — Mid-Century
locator. professionals that assist It is also important that = Stained Glass * Jewelr Military
A document locator is us when it comes to our you let someone know lothing
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Local - Grass Fed - Beyond Organic
Nutrient Dense Whole Foods

Selections Include: (all chemical free)
Dairy (No growth homons or antibiotics)
Pasture Raised Meat
(NO growth hormones o antbotics)
Beot (grass foc)

rass 1
Pork-Bacon and Sausages (nrate froe, no MSG)
Chicken (froe rango and pastured)

Bison (grass fed)

Lamb (grass fod)

Your Direct Connection o the Farmer
Striving to bring real honest food
back 1o the American Tablo
Know your farmer and where your food
‘comes from

<7

209 S. Lafayette (Pontiac Trail)
2 blks, S. of 10 Mile » Downtown South Lyon
www.southlyoncycle.com

=
Gvcencrl astm es

T e
Monday-Eddey foamTom

21202 Pon Tail, Soy, '
(734) 757~ 4203 . WWWG J"’" uusz north of 8 Mile Rd.)

)

248-486-6217

tanglewoodlion.com

Hurry & Book
Your Holiday
Event Today!
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Diane M. Ditak, l)D. &muclt' Allen. DDS,
Carla M. Randolph.

Every Sunday 9am-2pm
@ Brunchi with Santa

December 16th
10 am - 2:30 pm
CALL NOW TO RESERVE
YOUR SPACE!

Walleye
Salmon
Perch

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY &
EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

FREE CONSULTATIONS
www.pitakdentalassociates.com

DOANE M PTAK D05
ASSKIATES K
oot Dot

Not only a Great Doll Store...
We are a Great Toy Store Too!
 20% Off* !
= 'Your Entire Purchase i
mumm ® | fems over 5. "Notgood with oner ¥

54 ./Vew u?au/(yue /
" Whimsical Freaswies & Little Suxewiies
(bring in this ad - receive a free gift or free gift wrapping of any purchase)
Opened early October 2012, Winterpast serves as
several micro-boutiques within one shop, offering a large
variety of jewelry, gifts, home decor, little luxuries,

_oflers Coupon ot ecessary

| - - - .

%‘ 102 N. Lafa :‘: pet pampering treats and whimsical treasures.

| (comerof 10 ile & pon",cym“) Artisans and small companies (both local & world-wide)

i SouthLyon | create many of our products. We receive new items almost daly

and rarely carry an identical second of any one item.
e are devoled lo froviding cwr cuslomers wilth a unigue
filace lo shofp and a ieferial-woilhy sereice exfrerience.
110 SOUTH WELLS STREET ®* SOUTH LYON
DISCOVERWINTERPAST WWW.DISCOVERWINTERPAS
248.486.4900

248-486-0450

wwwdianesdolisandtoys.com

Made in the USA!

FACEBOOK

thru Christmas _ =)
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Her hobby leads to teaching belly dancing

PHOTOS BY STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Abida Blaze teaches belly dancing at the Wayne Community Center.

THIS FRIDAY ONLY!

By LeAnne Rogers
Observer Staff Writer

When it came to exer-
cise, Abida Blaze loved to
run, but running became ¢
aproblem after she was
in a car accident.

“Isuffered whiplash.

1 was looking for some-
thing more gentle, not a
lot of jumping and throw-
ing yourself around,”
Blaze, who decided m
take a belly dancing class
in 2002. “T joined purely
out of curiosity.”

It became more than a
hobby. Since 2007, Blaze
has taught belly danc-
ing full-time, including
current classes for the
‘Wayne-Westland Parks
and Recreation Depart-
ment.

“There is no typical stu-
dent. T have high school
students. My oldest stu-
dent didn't tell me her
age but was at least 70
years old,” said Blaze,
an Allen Park resident.

venzen*i

HURRY IN FOR OURBEST |

DEALSOFTHESEASON ':

uG:
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“I get all sorts of people
‘who have injuries and
want to regain strength
or someone who has had
achild and wants to get
back in shape.”

Some students are
trained in other styles of
dancing, such as ballet,
and want to learn some-
thing different, she said.

“My students are most-
ly women. I get a few
men and they are very
welcome,” said Blaze.
“Men do belly dance in
the Middle East — they
Jjust do it to different
music.”

There are different
styles of belly dancing,
she said, basically tribal
or cabaret, the latter cov-
ering Greek, Arabic and
Lebanese dancing styles.

“There are so many
sub-styles, they are simi-
lar but you can see differ-
ences. The costumes can
be different,” said Blaze.

For beginning students,
Blaze recommends an
eight-week commitment.

“Over four to eight
weeks, I hope people feel
alittle comfortable,” she
said. “Other people love
it and practice every day,
so they are good in a cou-
ple of weeks. It depends
on physical ability and
other dance you've had.”

Along with the begin-
ning class, Blaze also
offers a level two classes
for students based on her
assessment of their skills.

For classes, she said
students should wear
comfortable clothes, such
as T-shirts and tank tops.

Blaze encourages her
students to join her in
performing, normally at

Belly dancing instructor
Abida Blaze.

An upcoming bene-
fit performance will be
Saturday, Dec. 1, for Lit-
tle Dresses for Africa to
raise money for materials
to make sun dresses for
African girls. The perfor-
mance is at the Royal Oak
Women’s Club.

For those who'd like to
give belly dancing a try,
Blaze is offering a free
trial lesson at the Wayne
Community Center on
Monday, Dec. 17.

Along with teaching
in Wayne and also Red-
ford, Blaze will be teach-
ing at the Center for Life
Long Learning in Dear-
born Heights, where she
took her first belly danc-
ing clas:

For more information,

benefits and fi
“Tt lets them partici-
pate, more advanced stu-
dents will do professional
performances,” she said.

visit ww!
dance.com.

Trogers@hometownlife.com
(313)222-5428

Christmas ¢
Hohday Savmgs
"

at Cornwell!

874 Ann Arbor Road West, Plymouth, M1 48170
734.459.7410
www.cormwellpoolandpatio.net

Store Ho
Mon, Thurs, Fri 10
Tues, Wed, Sat 10-6; Su
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When Elaine Cash decided

it was time to move to a senior
community, she found what

she was looking for in her own
backyard at Abbey Park at Mill
River. Born and raised on a
farm just three miles away,
Elaine watched the construction
of Abbey Park and carefully
considered the advantages
offered by the community.

As the final stages of building
were completed “It got me
thinking,” she said. “I decided,
on my own, this was the
answer.”

Elaine knew it was time for
a change; the family home that
she and her husband, Jim, built
in 1950 was no longer practical.
The Cash Family has lived in

My VERY

PLEASANT

SURPRISE
Just minutes from
Ann Arbor, Novi and
Brighton, Abbey Park’s
convenient location —
on Milford Road across
from Coyote Golf Club
and just minutes from
196 — enjoys a beautiful
countryside setting, with
state of the art amenities
in addition to quick access

neighbors.

Elaine and her
three children
enjoyed a lunch
and tour of the
facility. She was
surprised and ¢

fireplaces, and
a grand piano
along with the
welcoming

smiles of a few old
friends and some new

With any move there
are decisions to be made,
and so after offering
the family home to her
granddaughter, Elaine’s
first step was to find the
perfect apartment in her
new community. With
nine floor plans ranging
from one bedroom/one
bath to two bedrooms
with two full baths and

1, h
I would spend

Elaine! l'as".
park i

Lyon Township, a picturesque
rural setting noted for the
warmth of loving neighbors,
for six generations. Moving
into Abbey Park keeps Elaine
close to friends and family
and provides security, support
and reassurance to loved ones
concerned about her living
alone.

While Elaine made the
move to satisfy the concerns
of her family, she is quick to
acknowledge that she is very
happy in her new home. “I
am blessed to have made a best
friend here,” Elaine said. “I
never thought I would spend
my later years in such a lovely
home as Abbey Park. I feel like
the luckiest person living here.”

a balcony or patio.
Monthly rental fees
include heat, water,
electricity in addition
to 24-hour staffing,
medical monitoring, daily
housekeeping, weekly
laundry service, delicious
meals served in the
beautiful Grand Dining
Room, continental
breakfast and over 45
activities — including two
happy hour events and
live entertainment — to

tothreemajorhospitals. o walk-in closets,  enjoy eachweek.

Within jusca few days  all apartment options There were
of Abbey Park’s opening  at Abbey Park include  additional surprises,
in January 2009, too: the community

was luxurious and
elegant but also very
affordable. The meals
served in the elegant
dining room by attentive
staff and prepared on

impressed,” with my later years site, were delicious.
her inicial visic in such a lovely “The food i like a nice

appreciat restaurant,” aine
the beauciful  homeasAbbey eald) il R the
landscaping of " Park, T feel like employees and residents
the grounds and 3 are, “Like another
courtyards, an the luckiest per- large family” There’s a
elegant_lobby son living here.” calendar full of weekly

shopping trips, monthly
casino excursions,
Bingo, ice cream
socials and destination
outings, such as trips

‘SUBMITTED PHOTOS.

y
grounds of Abbey Park at thelr annual car show.

to Frankenmuth and
holiday shopping trips.
Within the community,
there is a theater, library,
computer center, fitness
center, hair salon and
physical therapists on
site, Medicare-certified
optional personal
care services are also
available.

‘THERE'S
No PrAcE Like

My New Home

Elaine was quick to
credit the leadership
of the staff with the
spirit of community
and a calendar full of
celebrations. “To me,
[Administrator] Tamra
Ward and [Hospitality
Director] Charles
Duty are ‘Abbey Park,’
plus of course, their
wonderful, friendly,
caring staff.” Elaine’s
social calendar is
full of parties and
events. There’s a
champagne brunch

Left: Abbey Park at Mill
River resident Elaine Cash Is
surrounded by family at last
year's Christmas party.

every Sunday, birthday
parties, Grandkids
Halloween Carnival,
Grandparent’s Day
Luau, Oktoberfest and
Abbey Park’s Festival
of Trees. There’s a
delicious menu for each
holiday and celebration
dinners are open to
family and friends.
Abbey Park at Mill
River offers a Facebook
page that is updated
after each event for
the enjoyment of the
residents and their
loved ones.

Soon after her move
to Abbey Park at Mill
River, Elaine met
owners Dr. Benjamin
Stein, Joe Norber and
Edward Rosenbaum
during one of their
weekly site visits. “T
told them how much
1 loved it here,” Elaine
said “I am a walking
commercial for Abbey
Park.”

Elaine celebrated
her third anniversary
as a resident at Abbey
Park in September and
enjoys being part of the
Abbey Park family. “T
have loved every smgle
day here,” she said.

OBvES063

Grand Blanc
’ At Genesys Health Park
3221 E. Baldwin Rd.
Grand Blane, M1
| (810) 606-1110

=&

Luxury Senior Living
at Affordable Prices

For more information, visit our website: w
.

Join us on Facebook

Lyon Towmh.p
Off Milford Rd.
Acrass from Cayote Golf Course
28413 Abbey Lane
il

n
248-437-6550

.abbeypark.com
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Dearborn/GC

debut a winner

By Ed Wright
Observer Staff Writer

The Crestwood/Garden City unified
boys hockey team opened its inaugu-
ral season in rousing fashion Saturday
night by posting a 7-1 triumph over host
Lutheran North.

The squad consists of student-ath-
letes from Dearborn Heights Crestwood,
Dearborn Heights Annapolis and Garden
City high schools.

“For our first regular-season game, it
certainly was an impressive win,” said
Chargers head coach Steve Popp. “We
had relentless pressure offensively and
never really let down.

A reduction in
« : one key statistic
It seems like hvodaroem
everybody his team’s robust
from the two  offensive produc-
hibols i tion, Popp said.
schools is “We only had
getting along rwh? phepalnes,
which is some-
really well. B rEvarn
They were stressing,” Popp
v said. “Too many
h.avmg agvod penalties gave us
time on the trouble last year.
way back.” ‘We were too undis-
e vyz A ciplined at times.
We' hasiz-
Chargershead coach ing o the guys
that if they play
disciplined hock-

ey, they'll stay in the games.” .

Popp thinks Sa!urday ’s extended trip
to Macomb Township helped forge the
team’s chemistry.

“Having a long road trip — it was prob-
ably close to an hour ride one-way —
was good for us, especially early in the
season like this,” he said. “It seems like
everybody from the two schools is get-
ting along really well. They were having
a good time on the way back.”

The Chargers bolted to a 2-0 lead after
one period before North answered with a
goal early in the second stanza. However,

Please see ICERS, B4

HOUSTON TEXANS

Westland John Glenn grad Keshawn Martin (82), now a rookie wide receiver with the Houston Tex-
ans, looks for daylight in a game against Green Bay.

Many happy returns

Glenn grad Martin, a Texan, faces Lions

By Brad Emons
Observer Staff Writer

Five years ago, Keshawn
Martin was a high school
senior in the midst of pre-
season basketball practice at
Westland John Glenn High.

Fast forward to 2012 and
Thanksgwmg week as the
wide receiver and kick
returner for the 9-1 Hous-
ton Texans, owners of the

best record in the NFL's AFC,

plays Thursday at Detroit’s
Ford Field where he'll face
the 4-6 Lions.

For the 5-foot-11, 190-
pound Martin, it’s been a
whirlwind since he com-
mitted - almost to the day —
in November of 2007 as an
unheralded recruit for Mich-
igan State.

“It just feels
like time flew
by so fast,” said
Martin, who
caught his first
NFL touchdown
P in last Sunday’s
43-37 overtime
win over Jack-
sonville. “Five years ago I
was in high school playing
basketball and now I'm in
the NFL basically living on
my own, paying my own bills
and stuff.

“Time definitely flew by,
but that’s how it is. You go to
different stages in life and
'm blessed enough to be in
the NFL."

The speedy and elusive
Martin has proven to be
ablessing as the Texans”
fourth-round pick (121st

overall) from last year’s NFL
t.

ra

The 22-year-old from Ink-
ster, a former high school
quarterback, has seven
receptions for 72 yards and
three carries for 36 yards as
alot receiver in Houston’s
high-powered offense.

But he’s taken on an add-
ed role after the Texans,
struggling on special teams,
decided to cut kick and punt
returner Trindon Holliday on
0Oct 10.

Since assuming the role,
Martin has given the Tex-
ans a boost with 10 kickoff
returns for 194 yards (19 4
average), while averaging
15.3 yards per punt return.

On Sunday, Martin proved

Please see MARTIN, B2

DIVISION 1 GIRLS SWIM FINA|

JOHN S |STAFF
Mercy junior Elliott Schinella is the state champion in the 100-yard backstroke.

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Wildcats junior
best 1in 500 free

she was swimming one
way and everybody else
was swimming the oth-

— became the school’s
first state champlon in

Marlins finish second
at Division 1 finals

By Dan 0'Meara broken by Holland West
Observer Staff Writer Ottawa in a close meet,
293.5-272. Saline, the 2010
_ Here'saperspectiveon  state champion and 2011
just how successful the runner-up, was a close
Farmington Hills Mer- third with 266.
¢y and div- “ ions, outside
ing program has been in of the swim team, are

recent years —and con-
tinues to be!

The Marlins have done
so well that being the sec-
ond-best team in Division
1 might leave the impres-
sion they didn’t meet
expectations.

Mercy was the defend-
ing state champion and
had sought to win a sixth
straight title Saturday at
Holland Aquatics Center.
The first four were won
in Division 2.

The Marlins were the
runners-up this year and
had their victory streak

sometimes higher than
within the group itself,”
Mercy coach Shannon
Dunworth said. “Cer-
tainly, we've been fortu-
nate to have a lot of good
swimmers come through
Mercy, and they achieved
quite a bit.

“We didn’t win the
championship this year,
but it does not diminish
my satisfaction with the
team; that's for sure.”

He added the Marlins
lost to the Panthers while
making a great effort,
and he can accept that as

opposed to losing with a
poor effol

“In swimming, you get
to be measured whether
those efforts are great or
poor,” he said. “Without a
doubt, we lost in a great
effort, and that's very ful-
filling for me.”

The scoring tally was
close throughout the
finals Saturday, but West
Ottawa’s performance in
the prelims Friday set the
stage for it to finish well,
according to Dunworth.

“After the first day, the
battle really was for sec-
ond place,” he said. “(The
Panthers) were nervous;
they had to follow suit
and do what they did.

“For us and Saline, it
was more a matter of

Please see FINALS, B3

girls
time of 4:55.82.
“For the most part,”

recalled Plymouth head

coach Doug Schade,

“after about 300 yards

Sarah Dombkowski er way. She got that far
and the rest of Plymouth 2
High School’s D it d
did itself proud at Hol- herself from Holland
land Aquatic Center. West Ottawa'’s Elizabeth

Dombkowski domi- Fris (second, 5:01.93) and
nated the 500-yard free-  Farmington Hills Mer-
style race Saturday inthe  cy’s Kathleen McGee
championship roundof (third, 5:03.4).
the Division 1 girls swim- Schade added that
ming and diving state Dombkowski’s perfor-
finals. mance also shattered the

The j _|umor — an elite HAC record, previously
club sivimmer in her first held by a Michigan Inter-
season with the Wildcats  collegiate Athletic Asso-

ciation swimmer.
* “She broke the Holland

with her

Aquatic Center record
there, which was pret-
ty significant consid-
ering they hosted the

Please see SWIM, B3

JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO
Plymouth's Sarah Dombkowski is a Division 1 state cham-
pion in the 500 freestyle.

Whalers in
town

Don’t worry, hockey
fans mourning the loss
of the NHL. The On-
tario Hockey League’s
Plymouth Whalers
have just what you
need.

Compuware Arena
(Beck Road south
of Five Mile) hosts
two Whalers games
sandwiched around
Thanksgiving. At 7
p.m. Wednesday,
Plymouth squares off
against Windsor. Two.
nights later (also at
7 p.m.) the Whalers
welcome Kingston.

For ticket informa-
tion, go to www.
plymouthwhalers.com
or call the box office
at (734) 453-8400. In-
dividual game tickets
are $12 and $16.

Alumni swim
meet at FHS

The first Farming-
ton-Harrison Phoenix
alumni swim meet
will take place 1 p.m.
saturday, Nov. 24, in
the Farmington High
school pool.

Twenty former
swimmers are expect-
ed to compete against
the current girls and
boys teams. A mon-
etary donation to the
team would be appre-
ciated in place of a set
admission price.

GLIAC hoops
lauds Taylor

Grand Valley State
University senior for-
ward Briauna Taylor
(Livonia Franklin) was
named Great Lakes
Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Conference North
Division women'’s
basketball Player of
the Week (ending Nov.
19).

The 5-foot-9 Taylor
is averaging 19.5
points per game for
the 3-0 Lakers.

She was named Fire-
bird Classic MVP after
recording double-dou-
bles in both includ-
ing 16 points and
10 rebounds against
host school District of
Columbia along with
23 points and 11 re-
bounds against Bowie
State (Md.).

Taylor now owns 11
double-doubles in her
career.

Touchdowns
by ex-Hawks

For the first time
this season, former
Farmington Harri-
son teammates and
true freshmen Devin
Funchess and Aaron
Burbridge caught
touchdown passes on
the same day for their
respective Big Ten
teams Saturday.

Devin Gardner
passed 29 yards to
Funchess in Michigan's
42-17 rout of lowa,
and Burbridge caught
a 15-yarder from
Andrew Maxwell in
Michigan State’s 23-20
loss to Northwestern.

It was the first col-
legiate TD catch by
Burbridge, who had
four receptions for 47
yards in the game. The
D grab was the lone
catch of the day for
Funchess.

For the season, Bur-
bridge has 26 catches
for 342 yards; Funchess
has 14 for 230 yards
and five touchdowns.
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MARTIN

Continued from page B1

his worth with a 71-yard
punt return and added
a kickoff return for 54
more.

Those numbers are of
no surprise for those who
followed Martin in the
collegiate ranks.

In 48 games, the four-
year letter winner fin-
ished his career ranked
second in Michigan State
history in punt return
yards (659), fourth in
punt returns (65), eighth
in kick return yards
(1,100) and kick returns
(47), 10th in all-purpose
yards (4,013), 11th in
receptions (127), 16th in
receiving yards (1,714)

and tied for 17th in touch-
down receptions (10).

“It’s alittle bit more on
my plate, but I can han-
dle it,” Martin said of his
new duties as a return
man. “T just try to make
plays out there. I go out
there every week, try
to get better and make
plays.

“It’s a little differ-
ent, but as far as catch-
ing the ball and reading
the blocks, I felt like you
should always been able
to do that. The guys close
down on you faster. Peo-
ple are faster, so you've
really got to be on it.”

As arookie, Martin's
transition to the NFL
remains work in prog-

ss.
“I definitely felt like T
learned something every

week,” Martin said.
“Every week I'm just get-
ting more comfortable
just playing out there,
making plays. Most of
all, just having fun out
there.”

Martin specifically
can't recall any specif-
ic Thanksgiving moment,
but he was generally in
front of the TV set.

“T used to watch the
Lions on Thanksgiving,
that’s basically the only
memory I have,” Martin
said. “I was a Lions fan.
That’s the home team, so
you've got to have to have
alittle love for the home
team. I watched the Lions
growing up.”

Martin is looking for-
ward to Thanksgiving
gathering. The majori-
ty will be Lions’ fans, but
he'll have his minority of
supporters in the stands
at Ford Field.

“Just going back home,
just being back in Michi-
gan and being in an envi-

online at hometownlife.com

HOUSTON TEXANS

Westland John Glenn grad Keshawn Martin (82), now a
rookie wide receiver and kick returner for the Houston Tex-
ans, looks for running room in a game against Green Bay.

ronment, the opportuni-
ty to go out there and get
another win, it definite-
ly should be a good time,”

Martin said. “You've got
alot of family coming

to the game and a lot of
friends who want to come

to the game, so I'll just do
my best trying to get peo-
ple to game. It should be a
good environment, a good
atmosphere. It should be
exciting.”

Martin hauled ina 9-
yard first-quarter pass
last Sunday from quarter-
back Matt Schaub in the
OT win over Jacksonville
for his first NFL touch-
down.

And the Texans’ rookie
admitted he didn’t quite
know how to celebrate.

It remains a blur.

“I didn’t know what to

Another touchdown,
along with a win this
Thursday over the Lions
would certainly be a
Thanksgiving to remem-
ber for the Glenn grad—
a feast with all the stuff-
ings and a piece of pump-
kin pie for dessert.

bemons@hometownife.com
(313) 2226851
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The Plymouth-Canton Steelers varsity football team completed a 10-0 season on Sunday, Nov. 11, when it upended
the Dearborn Heights Redskins, 22-6, at Saline High School. Isaac Emminger, Victor Reese and Dylan Stackhouse
scored touchdowns for the Steelers.
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Madonna slams way
into NAIA round of 24

By Ed Wright
Observer Staff Writer

Propelled by a “secret
weapon”, an impecca-
ble setter and a balanced
attack that was termi-
nating points from every
angle imaginable, the
Madonna University
women’s volleyball team
advanced to the NAIA
Volleyball Champion-
ship’s round of 24 on Sat-
urday for the first time
since 2008 by dispatching
visiting St. Xavier (IIL)
University, 25-18, 25—15

25, 25-16.

With Saturday’s open-
ing-round tournament
triumph, the Crusad-
ers earned a trip to Sioux
City, Iowa, where they
will compete for a nauonA
al championship with
23 other gualifiers from
Nov. 27 through Dec. 1.

When asked to name
his team’s MVP following
Saturday’s match, Madon-
na coach Jerry Abraham
deferred —and for good
reason. Three Crusaders
— Samantha Geile, Taylor
Dziewit and Emilie Free-
man (Lutheran Westland)
—registered double-
digit kills thanks to the
pin-| p ml setting of Evia

Priedit
&l !hought itwasa

COLLEGE
VOLLEYBALL

great team effort today,
Abraham said. “Once

we established the mid-
dle attack, it opened up
our outsides, and we have
some really good outside
hitters. I'm not sure if (St.
Xavier) knew where we'd
be coming from at any

ime.

“We've been playing
really fast lately and con-
necting on all cylinders
— attacking the ball from
antenna to antenna. That
was a very good team
over there — they were
18-1 in their league — so
we didn't want to let them
get backinto it.”

Strong up front

Freeman (11 kills and
five block assists) was
aforce in the middle,
while Geile (16 kills) and
Dziewit (13 kills) did
their work on the court’s
fringes.

“We call Thylor our.
‘secret weapon,” Abra-
ham said of the left-hand-
ed swinging Dziewit.
“She’s not real big (5-
fuot 9), but she has a nice

imp.”
The trek to Iowa will be
afirst for every member

of this year’s contingent.

“This feels amazing,”
said Freeman. “We're all
really excited. We knew
we had to come out and
do exactly what we've
been doing throughout
the season. We knew we
had to put the ball down
hard because they have a
very scrappy team.”

Madonna set the tone
early in the first two sets
when it jumped out to 7-3
and 7-2 leads, respective-
1y, and never fell behind.

“Getting out to the ear-
ly leads was huge for us,”
Freeman said. “We were
pumped right from the
start. We were communi-
cating well and scream-
ing after every point. We
knew if we didn’t come
out with a lot of energy,
they would take advan-
tage.”

After trailing for most
of the third set, the Cru-
saders surged ahead late,
22-20, following a Geile
ill and Stacey Catala-
no’s ace. However, the
Cougars proved resil-
ient when they outpoint-
ed their hosts 5-1 down
the stretch — with the
final point coming on an
emphatic throw-down
by Kayla Mullaney — to
force a fourth stanza.

The final set was close

for a while — MU led
just 10-9 a little less than
‘midway through — but
a four-point run that was
triggered by two kills
and a block from Nasti-
ja Baranovska seemed
to take the air out of the
Cougars’ comeback plans.
“Volleyball is a cra-
zygame—lrsagameof
momentum and runs,”
Abraham said. “We told
the kids before the game
started that we were
going to be up some-
times, we were going to
be down sometimes, we
were going to grab some
leads and we were going
to blow some leads. We've
played a lot of tough four-
game matches this sea-
son.”
MU’s defense was tight
across the board as five
players registered at
least nine digs. Priedi-
tis led the way with 12,
one more than Amanda
Obrycki.
“We've tried to stress to
the girls that this is what
they’'ve worked so hard
for all season; it's some-
thing they’re never going
to forget,” Abraham said
of the pending trip to
Towa.

ewright@hometownlife.com
(734) 5782767

Bobby Naubert did
yeoman’s work Satur-
day logging 39 min-
utes and scoring a
game-high 27 points as
Madonna University
men’s basketball team
beat visiting Indiana
Tech, 75-61, in the Wol-
verine-Hoosier Athletic
Conference opener for
both team:

Naubert as-foot-
10 junior point-guard
from Livonia Steven-
son, made 10-0f-16
shots from the floor
and made 6-of-7 free
throws while dish-
ing out five assists and
grabbing a team-high
eight rebounds as the
Crusaders improved
to 4-1 overall and 1-0 in
the WHAC.

Junior guard Travis
Schuba and j )umor for-
ward Fred Williams
chipped in with 13 and
12 points, respectively,
as MU pulled away late
in the second half after
leading 38-35 at inter-
mission.

MU shot 27-0f-53
from floor (50.9 per-
cent) and hit 14-0f-17
free throws (82.4 per-
cent).

MU men's
cagers trip
Indiana Tech

COLLEGE HOOPS

Indiana Tech (5-2, 0-
1), ranked No. 25 in the
latest NAIA Division
11 poll, got 11 points
apiece from Jordan
Hickman and Antonio

saturday to visiting Indiana
Tech (1-4, 0-1) in the WHAC
'women’s opener.

Herring made 10-of-17
shots from the floor, includ-
ing 5-0f-8 from three-point
range.

Senior center Kaylee Mc-
Grath (Livonia Stevenson)
added 18 points and 13
rebounds, while Michelle
figceynclRachel Vetcheg

lth 11
pons,respect

Frhe crusadiers, who traled
33 27 at halftime, trailed by

s many as nine and never
got closer than three.
rest of the way.

MU shot 40.6 percent from

the floor (26-0f-64) and.
18-0f-32 from the foul
line (56.3 percent).

Ulyssia Richmond and Ra-
chael Kruse paced the War-
riors with 27 and 21 points,
respectively. Kaneisha Bass
added 10.

FINALS

Continued from page B1

them making mistakes,
which they didn’t. It's

not like (the point differ-
ence) was insurmount-
able. Nonetheless, they
put themselves in a better
posmon than we did after
Friday.”

Dunworth, who is
always focused on indi-
vidual improvemen( and
preparing for the next
competition, isn't going to
Tament or reflect on the
end of Mercy’s champion-

ship run.

“When you don’t keep
track of streaks, you don’t
care when they come to
an end,” he said. “My only
concern is what's in front
of me, and it’s that sim-

ple.
“The only one that mat-
ters is the one you just

SWIM

Continued from page B1

MIAA meet for a good 10
years,” he said.

Dombkowski also was
an all-stater in the 200
free (second, 1:52.02) to
help the Wildcats tally
63 points for 13th place
overall.

Also an all-stater for
the "Cats was senior Emi-
ly Toro, capping an out-
standing prep career.

She finished sixth in the
200 IM with a mark of

:07.94.

“Emily Toro had a great
weekend,” Schade said.
“She ended up being all-
state in the IM which is.
Just incredible.

“‘She set five school
records the first day (Fri-
day’s preliminaries), so
that was a great day for

Zhangs pace Rocks

Salem’s total of 81
points earned the Rocks
10th place out of 34 teams
— the second-best stand-
ing among Observerland
squads (behind runner-up
Mercy).

“We were hoping to
be in the top-10,” Salem
head coach Chuck Olson
said. “So that was pretty
good.”

‘The Rocks did boast
several all-state entries,
led by freshman twins
Linda and Lisa Zhang.

Both were on the 200-
yard medley relay team
that finished eighth with
atime of 1:49.

Joining them on the
relay were Abby Aumill-

Loniewski Schinella
lost or won. I'm just not
into that other stuff.”

Mercy’s great effort
produced a pair of
state champions Satur-
day. Sophomore Maddy
Loniewski won the 200-
yard individual medley,
and junior Elliott Schi-
nella is the best in the 100
backstroke.

“It was very special for
Maddy,” Dunworth said.
“Her older sister (Mara)
'was a state champmn
and now she’s in that cat-
egory, too.

“Swimming has come
really natural to her for a
long time, But she found
challenges she has not

found before, and she han-
dled them amazingly well.

“Elly’s (victory) is spe-
cial just because she’s a
very coachable girl and
is extremely competitive.
I've watched her mature
emotionally and athleti-
cally every year, soit's a
lot of fun to see her grow-
ing dedication really pay
of £.”

Many contributed

Ten of the 13 girls the
Marlins sent to the meet
scored, the others being
Annie Valentine, Kath-
leen McGee, Jord
Ewald, Roxanne Griffore,
Erica Allor, Ellyse Conn,
Emma Michalzuk and
Michaela Bargardi.

“In the past, we've tak-
enalot of kids who were
happy to be there,” Dun-
worth said. “Every kid we
took I thought had a legit-
imate shot at scoring and,
even if they did fall short,

they didn’t fall very far
short.

Valentine is the only
senior in the group that
went to state, and she’s
just one of four on the
entire Mercy team. Thus,
the Marlins will most
likely have an impact on
the 2013 meet, too.

“We look good sitting
here in November, but a
lot can change between
now and next season,”
Dunworth said. “All that
really matters is the next
nine months.

“We always have a core
group of kids willing to
sacrifice and pay the
price. That core is going
to have to get bigger. It's
not big enough right now.

“Those kids you want to
win with are the kids who
want the challenge, the
kids who take the sport
seriously. I'm sure we'll
have a few more join the
ranks.”

Plymouth junior Sarah Dombkowski stands on the top step of the podium after winning
the 500 freestyle at the D1 finals. She is flanked by runner-up Elizabeth Fris of Holland
West Ottawa and Farmington Hills Mercy's Kathleen McGee (third place).

er and Julia Suriano.
Linda Zhang finished
third in the 200 individ-
ual medley (2:06.0) and
seventh in the 100 breast-

Plymouth
senior Em-
ily Toro,
shown
froma
2011 dual
meet,
earned
all-state
honors

at last
weekend's
D1 state
finals in
Holland.

stroke (1:05.39).
Schade noted that
Plymouth sophomore
Alexa Earls advanced
from the preliminaries

to Saturday’s main event
in the 200 IM. She wound
up in 14th with a time of

Also ’n)ro Linda Erick-

from Friday to Saturday
in the 200-free relay and
finished 16th (1:41.15).

Meanwhile, other
Observerland schools
had disappointing show-
ings.

Livonia Stevenson
placed 25th with 15
points, followed by Can-
ton (28th, eight points)
and Livonia Churchill
(34th, three points).

GIRLS STATE MEET RESULTS

MHSAA GIRLS SWIM
DIVISION 1 SWIM FINALS
Nov. 16-17 at Holland

Edwards (Vercy), 966,22
Washko (Churchill), 1:00.39; 23.
Orr (Canton), 1:00.42; 30, Steph-

1. Holland
WestOttawa, 2935 points 2.
Farmington Hills Mercy, 272;

: Saline, 266; 4. Zeeland, 150;

South Lyon Unified, 142; 6.
Rn(k(ord 139; 7. Hudsonville,
125; 8. Novi, 101; 9. Clarkston,
89; 10, Salem, 81; 13. Plymouth,
63; 25. Livonia Stevenson, 15;
Canton, 8; 34. Livonia Churchill,
3 (34 schools).

INAL RESULTS
200-yard medley relay:
1. West Ottawa, 1:45.14; 4.
Moy (Eloit Schinella, Maddy
ki, Ellyse Conn, Roxanne

anfnre), 1:45.75; 8. Salem (Abby
Aumiller, Linda Zhang, Lisa
Zhang, Julia Suriano),
T2 Siavenson (Brenna Gabriel
son, Julia Hurley, Sara Stemen,
Brenna Erickson), 1:51.55; 13.
Canton (Emily Meier, Hannah
Jenkins, Delaney Adams, Desti-
nee Barmore-Hicks), 1:51.84,

(P! 1

Geb (Mmy)

24, Madelin

1:58.33; 25, Sarah Coubil (Ste-
59,05, 26. Aumiller

Emily Toro (Ply.), 2:07.94; %

(salem),

31. Suriano (Salem), 1:01.

Meier (Canton), 1:02.59.
00 breaststroke:

.39, prelims
19, Knoop (Mercy), 05 xs,z:
Jenkins (Canton),
onlayl Saline,
- ey (McGee, Conn,

32913;

e iewski),

Plymouth (Toro, Erickson, Earls,
Domkowski, 3:39.59; prelims:
17. Stevenson (Catzillo, Gabri

elson, Stemen, Arceri), 339.21;

18. Salem (Lisa Zhang, Suriano,
Linda Zhang, Aumiller), 3:39.08;
22. Canton (Adams, Orr, M.
Madison, Jenkins), 3:43.85.
SWiM
DIVISION 2 SWIM FINALS
Nov. 16-17 at Oakland U.
TEAM STANDINGS: 1. Holland,
311; 2. Ann Arbor Skyline,
255.5; 3. Grosse Pointe South,
Portage Central, 154;

Bloomfield Hills Hadapls 142;
Birmingham Seaholm, 140;
East Grand Rapids, 124; 10. Mid-
land Dow, 89; 17. Farmington
Harrison, 40; 27. Farmington, 10
(32 schools).

00-yard med y: 1. Hol-
Iand. e Harrson (aige
Kon ikayla Doepker,

Jordan ), 2:10.08;
12. Annie Valentine (Mercy),
21063; 14. Alexa Earls (Ply),

: ichaela
221

Bargardi (Mercy),
Hannah lenkis (Canton),
2:12.65; 23. Delaney Adams
{Canton), 21267, 24 Rachel
Arceri (Stevenson), ;
Caitlin Orr (Canton),
Claire Green (Canton), 2:17.4.

le: 1. Danielle
Frseman (Huckonyle) 2.
Schinella (Mercy), 24.04; 8. Grif-
fore (Mercy), 24.28; pmllms 2
Barmore-Hicks (Canlon) 2484,

1 Danl

1:53.25;

prelims: 24. North Farmington
(Emma Bradley, Emma Gell, An-
nika Gidley, Lindsay McDonald),
1

200 freestyle: 1. Mollie Pulte
(Marian), 1:50.27; 14 Lauren

Folkert (Farmington)
15. Emily Brunett <Hamson),

Sl (Fam-mgmn)

425.45 points; 12, Erica Alor
(Mercy), 359
100 butterfly: 1. Wri
(Kettering), 54.13; 8. Valentine
(Mercy), 57.66; 10. Conn (Mercy),
57.16; 13. Toro (Ply), 58.3;
prelims: 18, Hannah Schmidt
(Mercy), 59.71; 19. Hannah
Knoop (Mercy), 59.77; 23. Ste-
men (Stevenson), 1:00.02; 26.
Adarms (Canton), 1:00.42; 28:
Urds Exckoon B, 10 7.

(Nuusonwue) So76;4.Griffore
(Mercy), 52.41; 14. Amanda
Washko (Churchill), 53.43;
prelims: 17. Christine Edwards
(Mercy), 54.2; 28. Barmore-Hicks
(CentonEs

500 freestyle: 1. Dombkowski
(Ply.), 4:55.82; 3. McGee (Mercy),
5:03.4; 15. Emma Michalzuk

(Mergy) ; prel
Suriano (Salem), 5:15.37; 18.
Green (Canton), 5:15.41; 23.
Earis (Ply.), 5:17.04; 27. Merrill
Froney (Stevenson) 52067

200 e relay: 1. West
Ottawa, 1:35.58; 5. Mercy
(Griffore, McGee, Valentine,
Edwards), 1:37.83; 16. Plymouth
(Toro, Linda Erickson, Earls,
Dombkowski), 1:41.

son), 1:42.25; 24, Canton (Meier,
Abby Madison, M. Madison,
Barmore-Hicks), 1:42.98

00 : 1. Schinella
(Mercy), 54.91; 6. Conn (Mercy),
57.51; 10. Ewald (Mercy), 57.95;
12. Gabrielson (Stevenson),
59.14; 14. Michaela Bargardi
(Mercy), 59.64; 16. Aumiller
(salem), 1:100.18; prelims: 17.

(GPSouth), 23 o p'lllms: 25
Romero (Harrison), 25.33; 30.
Ellen Leever (Hamson) 2564,
1. Allie Murphy e
Loke Weserm),
relims: 20, Molly Miler (Har-
rison), 229.30.
erfly: 1. Taylor Garcia
(Holland), 54.72; 4. Shelly (Har-
n), 58.12; 12. Brunett (Har-
fison), 59.13; prelims: 27. Emma
Sutherland (Harrison), 1:02.04;
28 Gidley (North Farmington),
1:02.11; 31. Ueda (Farmington),

100 freestyle: 1. Holly Morren
(Hcﬂand) 50.74
500 Cassie Misie-
wicz (Holland), 4:59.45; prelims:
Sitferiand Glangon) 26.32
lay: 1. Holland,
13585, 11 Harrson (Brunett
Leever, Doepker, Kondek),
prelims: 21. Farmington
(Kate Capozzol, Kayla Hamilton,
Ueda, Folkert), 1:43.59; 25
North Farmington (Gidley,
McDonald, Nicole Tini, Gell),

e: 1. Garda
(Hollane), 538110, Fokert
(Farmington), 59.51; prelims: 27.
Kondek (Harrison), 1:02.02.

100 breaststroke: 1. Shanley
(Skyline), 1:03.22; prelims: 28.
Doepker (Harrison), 1:10.63; 34,
Gell (North Farmington), 1:11.27.
400 le relay: 1. Holland,
3:28.64; 16. Harrison (Brunett,
Leever, Sutherland, Shelly),
3.45.50; prelims: 22. Farmington
(Folkert, Hamilton, Caj
20li, Ueda), 3:47.81; 29. North
Farmington (Gidley, McDonald,
Bradley, Gell), 3:52.98
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The first-place dodgeball team consisted of (from left) JC Cummings, Steven Gazley, Tyler
Ouellette, Jaylin Smith, Wade Natho, Courtney Gagnon and Jim Cooke.

RU dodgeball tourney
raises fun and funds

By Ed Wright
Observer Staft Writer

‘What did Redford
Union’s wildly success-
ful 2nd Annual Dodge-
ball Tournament do for an
encore Friday night in the
school’s gymnasium?

It raised approximate-
ly $600 for the Blue &
Gold Club — and provid-
ed an entertaining night
of ducking, dodging and
gym ball-launching for
170 paying spectators.

‘The money raised will
be deposited into the
booster club’s general
fund, which helps pay for
scholarships and other
worthwhile school-relat-
ed endeavors.

“We had 14 teams this
year, which was two more
than last year,” said Blue
& Gold Club president
Frann Gustafson. “It's
something the kids real-
ly look forward to now.
Teachers and alumni also
participate.”

Ninety-three partici-
pants registered for this
year’s tournament. The
players were separated
into six- or seven-player
teams.

“We tried to divide the
teams up evenly based
on the year in school the
players were in,” she
said. “It was a great night
and everyone enjoyed the
event.”

The winning team’s

roster consisted of JC
Cummings, Steven Gaz-
ley, Tyler Ouellette, Jay-
lin Smith, Wade Natho,
Courtney Gagnon and
Jim Cooke.

“One of the nice things
about this event is that
our only cost is the T-
shirts we purchase for
each of the players,” Gus-
tafson said.

“Our attendance was
down a little bit com-
pared to last year
because it was the open-
ing of deer-hunting sea-
son, so we're going to try
and move it up a week
next year.”

ewright@hometownlife.com
(734) 578-2767

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Salem euchre
tourney

Salem Wrestling Boost-
ers are holding the annu-
al Fall Euchre Tourna-
ment, slated for Satur-
day, Nov. 24, at the Plym-
outh Elks Club, 41700
Ann Arbor Road.

Doors open at 6 p.m.
with games starting at 7
p.m. The cost is $25 per
player and participants
must be at least 21 years
old.

Awards will be given
to the top three players
with the highest scores.
There also will be raffles
and prizes.

Complimentary food
and a cash bar also will
be available. Walk-ins
are welcome, but seating
is limited.

For more information,
call (734) 981-7913 or
(313) 706-3282 or send
an e-mail to rkddox@aol.
com.

Salem girls track
coaching spot

Salem varsity girls
track and field coach
Dave Gerlach announced
he is looking to hire an
assistant coach for the

2013 season.

The coach should spe-
cialize in sprints and
relays.

Gerlach can be
reached at (734) 416-
7774 or via e-mail at
Rockeoachxc@wowway.
com.

Plymouth girls
lax meeting

For anyone interest-
ed in playing Plym-
outh girls lacrosse in the
spring, there will be a
mandatory parent and
player meeting 7 p.m.
Nov. 28.

It will take place at
Salem High School in
the Salem Presentation
Room (No. 2112).

Parents are asked
to park near the main
Salem entrance off of
Joy Road near the flag-
pole.

Livonia wrestling
The Livonia Wrestling
Club, a unified wrestling
club serving Livonia and
surrounding communi-
ties for grades K-8, will
be from 6-7:30 p.m. Tues-
days and Thursdays,
Nov. 27 through March
28, at the Franklin High

School wrestling room.
coaches and vol-
unteers will be under
direct supervision of the
Franklin coaching staff.

Registration can be
done at the first prac-
tice or throughour the
season. The cost is $100
(includes T-shirt and
registration into My-
Way).

For more information,
call Dave Chiola at (248)
752-2340; or e-mail chio-
la44@yahoo.com.

MU softball camp
Madonna University
will hold a series of win-
ter softball camps (ages

7-18) including:

Hitting - 9-11:30 a.m.
(Session I) and noon to

0 p.m. (Session 1),

both on Saturday, Dec.
22 at the MU Activities
Center. (The cost is $30.)

Fundamentals (Camp
I) - 8:30-11:30 a.m. Sat-
urdays, Jan. §, 12, 19 and
26;

Fundamentals (Camp
1I) - noon-2:30 p.m., Sun-
days, Feb. 3, 10, 17 and
24. (Cost for each is $125
by Dec. 1; or $150).

For more information,
visit www.Madonna Cru-
saders.com.

YMCA Lightning win division

The Livonia YMCA Lightning, an under-12 select soccer team, recently captured first
place in their division with a 6-0-2 record. Team members include (back to front):
Miranda Mclntosh, Emily Halkey, Rachel Glovatsky, Addison Mussen, Alex Thomas,
Abby Daoust, Caroline Bimberg, Theresa Sommers, Sydney Boyce, Sydney Millis, Niki
Berridge, Lauren Wilson, Rachael Morgan. The coaching staff includes Dana Millis
and Sarah Daoust, Gene Boyce and Mike Daoust.

LOCAL SPORTS

online at hometownlife.com

Hockey teams fill the
net with good deeds

By Tim Smith
Observer Stff Writer

High school hockey is
in full gear and so are
efforts by teams to help
those who might need
some holiday cheer.

All three boys teams
based out of Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park
have plenty of good deeds
on the docket.

It all starts with
‘Wednesday's “Toys for
Tots” game (6:30 p.m. at

‘The teams have
become more
involved in the

that’s evolved the last
few years,” Salem head
coach Ryan Ossenmach-
er said. “The teams have
become more involved in

: ity and e and that's
that’s important. import:nt. |
“We have three teams
We have three and together we can real-
teams and ly make an impact.”

together we can
really make an
impact.’

RYAN OSSENMACHER

Arctic Edge Arena on salem hockey coach
Michigan Avenue near
ille/Canton Center  Scott-hosted “Score-0!”
Road) between the Can- between periods.
ton Chiefs and Plymouth With the latter, partic-
il ipants will be trying to
Fans are invited to score from center ice and
bring a new toy to the win a 2013 Dodge Dart
game and will receive from Dick Scott in the
a $10 discount off an oil process.
change at Dick Scott
Dodge in Plymouth. Holiday food drive
(The lone caveat is that Salem’s charitable
stuffed animals will not efforts begin with Satur-
be accepted.) day'’s annual endeavor to
“What a great expe- collect food for Canton’s
rience for these kids to Open Door Ministry.
help out those less fortu- The Rocks host Canton
nate at this time of year,”  at 8:30 p.m. at Plymouth

said Chiefs’ head coach

Cultural Center. Specta-

Salem players will also
volunteer their time dis-
tributing food to those in
need during December or
January.

Black vs. Blue

And so will Plym-
outh’s icers, embarking
on a Gleaners Food Bank
Drive with the goal to col-
lect more than 1,000 cans
by Dec. 21.

Then, on Friday, Dec.
21, fans attending on
“Black vs. Blue Night” at
Plymouth Cultural Center
can bring more canned
goods for Gleaners.

The event is a triple-
header between Plym-
outh (black) and Salem
(blue) with a JV game
at 5:30 p.m. followed by
varsity alums at 7 p.m.
and the current varsity

Jeremy Majszak, add- tors are asked to bring squads at 8:30 p.m.
ing this is the second year  at least one non-perish- “You're here to rep-
!he team is collecting for  able food item to therink.  resent your team, your
Toys for Tots. Those items will be donat- community, all those
Other highlights of ed to Open Door Ministry.  things,” Ossenmacher
the evening will include In return fans will stressed.
araffle (with proceeds receive a ticket for a spe-
benefiting PCEP hock- cial drawing. tsmith@hometownlife.com
ey programs) and Dick “This is something (734) 469-4128
ICERS popped home a pair of “Our hard wok in prac-
goals. Matt Sandberg, tice all week paid off in
Continued frompage 81 Scott Bleim, Joey Testane,  the win,” Popp said. “T
Justin Sims and Corey am looking forward to
Hahn added one goal a (Wednesday’s) match-up
the visitors took charge  piece. against Allen Park Cabri-
from there, posting five Matt Kirunchyk was the  ni.”
unanswered lamp-light- ‘winners' top player-maker The Chargers split with
ers — three in the second  as he netted four assists. Lutheran North last sea-

period and two in the sec-
ond — m coast home with
the

GC 's Johnny Segasser

Irvine

Tyler Irvine's natural
hat trick propelled Livonia
Stevenson to a convincing
8-0 boys hockey victory
Saturday over Farmington
in the Metro Invitational
at Novi Ice Arena.

The Spartans outshot the
Falcons 37-14 and ended
the game with 4:35 left in
the third period on Devin
Kelly’s second goal of the
afternoon from Dominic
Lutz and Irvine.

“It was a good win for
us,” said Stevenson coach
David Mitchell, whose
team u'nproved to 2-0
overall. “We played hard
and shared the puck,
which was nice to see. But
we need to get right back
at it as we have some big
games coming up ... we're
focused on taking them
one at a time and getting
better every time out.”

The Spartans led 2-0
after one period as Irvine,

Steve Bennett, Bleim,
Segasser, Sims and Will
Teodorescu chipped in
with one helper each.

son.

ewright@hometownlife.com
734) 5782767

hat trick lifts
Spartans to 8-0 win

a junior, opened the scor-
ing 54 seconds into the
game off assists from Lutz
and Devin Kelly.

Irvine then converted a
penalty shot with 6:58 left
after being hauled down
on abreakaway.

Irvine added his third of
the afternoon and fourth
of the season with 8:11
to go in the second peri-
od from Devin Kelly and
Lutz followed by Dante
Seychels first of the year
coming off a nice feed
from Ben Kowalske off
two-on-one break. Mick
Sinclair also drew an
assist with 2:28 to go.

Jake Kierdorf then
scored 32 seconds later
from Stephen Olschans-
ki and Alex Hunt as the
Spartans increased their
lead to 5-0 after two peri-

s.
In the final period, Tim
Kelly tallied a power play

goal from Ryan Frazer
and Kierdorf with 10:47
remaining followed by
Devin Kelly's first goal of
two goals from Lutz and
Chris Catalano just 22 sec-
onds later.

Connor Humitz when
all but 10 minutes in goal
to combine on the shutout
with Andrew Rozenbaum.

John Lethemon had 29
saves for the Falcons (0-2).

IORTH-HARRISON 2,
SOUTH LYON 1 Norin Farm-
ington-Harrison (1-1) erased
a1-0 deficit after two periods
Saturday in the Metro Invita-
tional at Novi Ice Arena with
third-period goals by Matt
Goldin and Austin Bottrell to
beat the Lions (0-3).

Sean Devlin and T) Zak as-
sisted on the first goal, and
Bottrell scored the game-win-

South Lyon scored in the sec-
and period on a penay shot
by Cory Haas.

Goalie Hunter Myers made 25
saves for the Flyers.

’Cats win twice at Novi invite

The Plymouth varsity
hockey team improved
t0 3-0 on the new sea-
son after winning a pair
of games last weekend
in the Metro High School
Invitational, an early sea-
son showcase at the Novi
Tce Arena featuring 10
teams

“It was a nice way to
start the season,” said
Plymouth head coach
Gerry Vento, “The key
now is to make sure we
build upon this, opposed
to hang our hats op it.”

Despite having four
players out of the line-
up with injuries, the Wild-
cats topped Lake Orion
on Saturday, 6-2, led by
a hat trick from junior
center Michael Schul-
tz. Junior winger Zack

Tavierne added a pair of
goals.

The Wildcats scored
three unanswered goals
in the second period to
build a4-1 lead on a pow-
er-play tally by Tavierne,
and even-strength goals
by Schultz and junior
defenseman Kyle Bauer.

A power-play goal by
Lake Orion’s Drew Casey
halfway through the
third period briefly nar-
rowed the gap, but Schul-
tz answered with a score
less than two minutes lat-
er. He scored his third
goal of the game with 3:28
remaining.

Sophomore goalie Eric
VandenBosch made 24
saves for his second win
of the season. Plymouth
outshot the Dragons 34-

26, and killed off six of
seven Lake Orion power
play chances.

“Because of injuries,
alot of players were
thrown into the fire and
they responded,” Ven-

to said.

PLYMOUTH 4, FARMINGTON
3: On Friday, sophomore
winger Josh Smith scored
twice and added an assist,
whileSchultz added a goal
and two assists.

The Wildcats held a 3-2 lead
in the third period when Tavi-
erne added an insurance goal
with 8:02 left in the game.
Plymouth would need that
goal as the Falcons narrowed
the gap with 2 goal by Drake
Cole with 2:27 lef
oo et ot e

eamn the victory. The Falcons
outshot the Wildcats 28-19
Plymouth converted on two of
five power play chances.
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Send items for the religion
calendar to Sharon Dargay
atsdargay@hometowniife.
com.

November

BOOK SIGNING
Time/Date: Noon-3 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 24
Location: A. Mateja Church
Supply, 30762 Ford Road,
Garden City
Details: Pro-life activist
Monica Migliorino Miller
will sign her book, “Aban-
doned.” The book is a first-
hand account of the pro-life
movement and includes
stories of victory and defeat
in sidewalk counseling, a
look at the inner-workings
of abortion facilities, and
more, The book will be
available for $22, a dis-
counted price
Contact: (734) 513-2950
CLOTHING BANK
Time/Date: 10a.m-1p.m.
saturday, Nov. 24
Location: Canton Christian
Fellowship Clothing Bank,
41920 Joy, between Lilley
and Haggerty, Canton
Details: Free clothing and
shoes to anyone in need
Contact: (734) 927-6686 or
(734) 404-2480
CONCERT:
Time/Date: 3 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 25
Location: Zion Lutheran
Church, located at Wood-
ward Ave,, and Albany,
south of Nine Mile, in
Ferndale
Details: Twelfth Night
Singers, an a capella choral
group, will present its
Christmas concert. The
singers, under the direction
Mimi Gass, will perform
secular and sacred works,
including several celebrat-
ing the joy and cheer of the
Christmas season. A free-
will offering will be taken.
The group, now numbering
39 voices, was founded in
mo Members perform
costume at

RELIGION CALENDAR

HOLLY CONROY

Sue Mance, (right) Twelfth Night Singers' alto and costume
maker, checks costumes of the group’s three new mem-
bers, from left, Allen Hyland of Berkley, and Tom Lapadat
and Brent Walker, both of Windsor, Ontario. The group,
which also includes Judy and David Caddy of South Lyon
and James Roach of Novi, will sing Sunday, Nov. 25, in

Ferndale.

VICE

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 21

Location: Lola Park Luther-
an Church, 14750 Kinloch,
Redford

Details: The Rev. Gregory.
Gibbons will preach on the
theme “Pray, Praise and

Location: t. Michael
Lutheran Church, 7000
sheldon, Canton

Details: Detroit Lutheran
Singers perform. Tickets are
$10 general admission, $7
for seniors and students, 12
and over, free for children
under 12

Contact: www.detroitiu-

Give Thanks" :
Contact: (313) 532-8655 o Lheransingers.com
(734) 968-3523 CONCERT

SER- 730 p.m. Fri-
VICE day, Dec 8

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Nov. 21
Location: st. David's Episco-
pal Church, 620012 Mile
Southfiel

Details: Anyone interested
in joining the mass choir
that will sing during this
interfaith service, should
arrive no later than 6 p.m.
Food and financial offerings
will be collected for Forgot-
ten Harvest

Contact: (248) 557-5430;
www.iftupsouthfield.org

December
CONCERT

ki e o
cies and institutions
Contact: (248) 544-4631
THANKSGIVING SER-
VICE

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 21
Location: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, located
at 12 Mile and Farmington
Road in Farmington Hills
Details: The church invites
the community to attend
this Thanksgiving Day eve
service

Contact: (248) 553-3380
THANKSGIVING SER-

4p.m. Dec.9
Location: 5t. Aidan, 17500
Farmington Road, north of
Six Mile, Livonia

Details: 31st annual con-
cert featuring the St. Aidan
Adult and Children’s Choirs,
and the St. Aidan Contem-
porary Ensemble. Minimum
donation is $5, along with
two non-perishable food
items. All proceeds will go
toward food baskets for the
needy

Contact: (734) 425-5950
CONCERT

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec.7

Location: Birmingham Uni-
tarian Church, 38651 Wood-
ward Ave, Birmingham
Details: Bernard Woma
Ensemble performs on
African percussion instru-
ments, bridging Western
orchestral music with the
thythms of African dance.
Admission is a suggested
donation of $20 and will
include the concert, fol-
lowed by desserts, wine
and conversation with the
performers

Contact: (248) 647-2380

Location: Faith Covenant
Church, 35415 W. 14 Mile,
Farmington Hills

s: Detroit Lutheran
Singers perform. Tickets are
$10 general admission, $7
for seniors and students, 12
and over, free for children
under 12

Contact: www.detroitlu-
theransingers.com
CONCERT

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 9

Location: Trinity Church,
34500 Six Mile, Livonia
Details: Jan Krist will

perform. The church is
partnering with the Detroit
Area Diaper Bank for the
performance and is en-
couraging guests to bring
infant or adult diapers to
the concert for donation
to the Bank. Admission is a
suggested $10 donation at
the door.

Contact: (734) 425-2800;
www.trinitychurchoflivonia
org

COOKIE WALK
Time/Date: Doors open at
10 a.m. with an early bird

sale starting at 9:30 a.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 15
Location: Timothy Lu-
theran Church, 8820 Wayne
Road, between Joy and Ann
Arbor Trail, Livonia
Details: 6th annual cookie
walk will offer cookies at
$7.50 per pound, along with
other baked goods. Early
bird admission is $2
Contact: (734) 427-2290
GRIEF SUPPORT
Tlmemaie 7 p.m. Monday,
Dec.3
Location: Room C-319 of

Ward Evangelical Presbyte-
rian Church, 40000 Six Mile,
just west of Haggerty, in
Northville; park in the “C"
parking lot

Details: “Hope for the
Holidays" seminar is for
adults who are grieving and
for those who would like to
help them. The seminar will
include a “Time of Remem-
brance” candle lighting
ceremony.

Contact: New Hope Center
for Grief Support at (248)
3480115
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DOMINICK,
JOSEPHINE
Age 88, November 18, 2012. Be-
loved mother of Patricia (Bill)
Jordan, Marlene (Bob) Smith,
Sandy' (Dave) Woodruff, Kathy
(Steve) Kent, and Cheryl Rob-
erts. Loving Grandmother of 10
and great grandmother of 11
She was deeply loved and will be
dearly missed. Visitation Friday
28 pm with a 7pm Rosary. Fu-
neral services Saturday 10 am at
the John N. Santeiu & Son Fu-
neral Home, 1139 N. Inkster Rd.
Garden City (Between Ford Rd.
Cherry Hill). Family suggests
memorials to Angela Hospice

McKEEHAN,
LOWELL G.

Age 84, of Livonia,
passed away November
19th, 2012° Bom Feb

13th, 1928, in Rockholds,
Whitley County, KY. Husband
of Mary M. McKeehan, beloved
father of Brenda (Harold) Todd,
Donald  McKeehan,  Dennis
(Donna) McKeehan, and *was
predeceased by youngest son
Raymond "Ray” McKeehan in
2004 Survived by sisters
Azalene (Elmer - dec.) Teague of
Chattanooga, TN, Wilma (Har-
old) Faulkner of Williamsburg,
Kand o (e e
MeCorm

KIELING,
PATRICIA

A long-time resident of Livonia
died on November 15, 2012 at
the age of 46. Patii s the loving
wife of Max and the beloved
mother of Melani ~Elizabeth,
Mikala Elayne and Madilynn
Emma, She is also survived by
her parents Donald and Emma,
brother Donald Jr, sister Cassan-
dra and many aunts, uncles and
cousins, Friends may visit Patti's
famly ducing a visation jn e
honor on Friday November 23,
2012 at the Harry J. Will Funeral
Home, 37000 W. Six Mile in Li-
vonia, Michigan 48152. Visita-
Wgajwnlibe: g 1,pm ol 4

in the aftemoon, then 5 pm
e o nate o
Her funeral ceremony will be on
Saturday November 24, 2012 at
11 am at the funeral home with
visitation starting at 10 am. Har-

3. Will i lcaied on the north
o of W ile Road, east of
1275 and Newburgh Road. Pat-

wear something with pink on it
Her family kindly suggests that
memorials be made in her honor
o the Michigan Cancer Rescarch
Fund. For more information, or
to share a memory with Patti’s
family, please visit:

www harryjwillfuneralhome.com

ick

TN Predeteased by brother Wil-
liam "Bill" McKeehan (Freddie

Mac - dec.) of Detroit, in 2008
Also survived by 11 grandchil-
dren and 14 great-grandchildren
Mr. McKeehan proudly served
his country in the Korean War,
and received the Purple Heart
military award for injuries sus-
tained. He was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Disabled American
Veterans, the Veterans of For-
eign Wars, and the Masons. His
very active D.A.V. affiliation in-
cluded serving as the Michigan
State Commander for the term
1992-1993, National Executive
Committeeman for the 10th Dis:

trct (Michigan) 1994-1996, and
as a National Service Officer
Mr. McKeehan also served as a
Board Member on the Michigan
Veteran's Trust Fund for several
years, was commissioned an
honorary  Kentucky Colonel by
the Governor and Secretary of

Joyed
Kentuckians of Michigan social
organization for many, many
years. Memorial_service to. be
held Sunday, 11-25-2012, at 1:00.
PM, at the Disabled American
Veterans  Chapter 114 Hall,
3090 Plymouth Road, Livonia,
MI, 48150, Interment 1o be pri-
vate for family members, at
Great Lakes National Cemetery
in Holly, Ml at a later date. Fam-
sly requests all donations please
be made to: DAV Chapter 114,
30905 Plymouth Road, Livonia,

WILKIE,
DAVID SEATTER
Age 66, November 18, 2012
Beloved husband of Linda, Lov-
ing father of David (Amy Jo) and
Michael (Julie).

Dear grandfa-
ther of Jacob, Nicholas, Jessica,
Wyatt and future granddaughter
Libby Lou. Dear brother of Leo-
nard (Maureen) and Irene (Dot
ald) McDougall.  David was
US. Navy Vietnam Veteran and
30 year veteran of the Livonia
Police Department. Visitation at
the RG. & GR. Harris Funeral
Home, 15451 Fammingion Rd.,
Livonia, Tuesday from 1 pm.
unil Funeal Service at 7 pm.
Memorial contributions may be
dircted o DAV, Please share 3
memory of Davi
e R

Let others
know.

When you've lost a
loved one, place
your notice on our
website and in
“Passages”... a
directory located
in every edition of
your hometown
newspaper.

Onsknyin & FoceNTa
HouEen

Call
1-800-579-7355

g PRESBYTERIAN EVANGELICAL
| CATHOLIC | (US.A) J I PRESBYTERIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD
ST. ANNE'S ROMAN Rosedale e
CATHOLIC CHURCH ey o
e s G s '?',_“;“,";.. TS e ot o f s
e, mwmw“ A
; fule: (O e [T hek K el Early Chidhand Center
B Eriday N 700p. Rt g Staffed Nursery Available Phone 734-513-8413
prn N U Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
Tuesdays ot TO0 PN, g For et GouTow A ropess 734-522- 6830
CHURCHES OF ASSEMBLIES LUTHERAN CHURCH
THE NAZARENE | | OF GOD ! ‘ WISCONSON SYNOD PRESBYTERIAN
-;Lﬁgg,mgg,fﬂ OPEN ARMS %!H,E“ St Pas . L Fellowship Presﬁytenau Church

FoR LR
(734) 4553196

Children’s Programs.
Available

Kid's Stop Preschool
Now Enrollin
248.474.000°
Mest our New Pastor

Grady Jensen &
Assoc. Pastor Abe Fazzinl

0015 W7 Wil A,  Livoni 48152
ey el i

N o e
248.471. 5282

For Information

17810 Fasunaron Ross,

WoRsHIP SERVICES
S 1830, x|

Adult Sunday: 9:30 -

10:15 a.m. - Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Childrens Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

Services held at: Saint Andrews Episcopal Church

16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia * Snulh of Six Mile Road g

Nursery provided +

regarding this Directory, please call

Sue Sare at 248-437-2011 ext. 247

or e-mail

ssare@hometownlife.com
P e W R N
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Wayne County Lightfest features a drive-through light show in Westland.

Mark your calendar for
these holiday activities

It's time to get into the holiday
spirit. Here’s a sampling of local
displays and shows:

Community

* See more than 70 Christmas
trees through Jan. 2, 2013 at the
Walk of Trees in Kellogg Park,
in downtown Plymouth. Ginger-
bread houses will be on display
at local businesses from Nov. 23-
Dec. 23, Vote for your favorite
house and be entered into a draw-
ing for gift certificates. www.
plymouthmich.org.

* Northville’s Winter Market
will run noon-8 p.m. Dec. 1 and
noon-4 p.m. Dec. 2, in downtown
Northville. The event will feature
a carousel, ice carvings, greens
market, fine art and craft booths,
visits with Santa, and more. For
more information visit www.
downtownnorthville.com.

Jim Moll (left) and Keith Firsten-
burg, both of Farmington Hills,
rehearse “1940's Radio Hour” at the
Farmington Players Barn.

« Holly Days runs 10 a.m.-7
p.m,, Saturday, Dec. 1 in down-
town Farmington. A greens and
gifts market will be held at the
Sundquist Pavilion. See free mov-
ies at the Civic Theater and watch
atree lighting at the Warner Man-
sion. See Santa, ice carving, make
holiday crafts and more. wiww.

wnfarmif org.

Plymouth. The exhibit celebrates
the life of Charles Dickens.
Admission is $5 for adults and $2
for children, 6-17. An open house,
with craft and bake sales, runs 10
a.m.4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1 with
free admission. Call (734) 455-
8940 for more information.

Lights

* Wayne County Lightfest runs
7-10 p.m. everyday (except Dec.
25) through Dec. 31. See holiday
light displays along Hines Drive
in Westland. Cost is $5 per vehi-
cle. Enter Lightfest at 7651 Mer-
riman, in Westland. (734) 261~
1990

Music

« The Livonia Symphony pres-
ents “Holiday Happenings” 4
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1, at Clar-
enceville High School, locat-
ed on Middlebelt, between Sev-
en Mile and Eight Mile in Livo-
nia. The show will feature danc- _
ers from Angie Hahn's Academy
of Dance, the Livonia Civic Cho-
rus and members of the Livonia
Youth Symphony. Tickets are $20
and $10 for students. www.livoni-
asymphony.org.

 The Madrigal Chorale (for-
merly the Madrigal Chorale of
Southfield) will present its holi-
day concert at 8 p.m., Saturday,
Dec. 1 at Old St. Mary's Church,
646 Monroe, at St. Antoine in
Greektown, Detroit. Tickets
are $18 in advance, $20 at the
door and $25 for reserved seat-
ing. Tickets are $10 for student
groups of 10 or more. For tick-
ets, call (248) 804-1377; e-mail to
yourmes@yahoo.com; visit mse-
notes.org.

* The Fort Street Chorale will
perform Handel’'s Messiah, 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1 and 3 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 2, in historic Fort
Street Presbyterian Church, 631
W. Fort, at Third, in downtown
Dezmn Tickets are $20 for gen-

ral

Historical

« Holiday Nights at Greenfield
Village in Dearborn runs 6:30-10
p.m. Dec. 1, 7-8, 14-16, 18-23 and
26-27, at the Village, 20900 Oak-
wood Blvd., Dearborn. Historical
buildings and houses will be dec-
orated for the holidays. The event
also features ice skating, car-
ousel rides, live entertainment,
horse-drawn carriages and Mod-
€l T cars, along with Santa and his
reirideer. Tickets are $17 for adult
members and $12.75 for youth
members; $20 for non-member
adults and $15 for non-member
youth. Get tickets by calling (313)
982-6001 or visit wwiw.thehenry-
ford.org

« Plymouth Historical Museum
is all decked out for a “A Dickens
of a Christmas,” 1-4 p.m. Wednes-
day, Friday-Sunday, through Dec.
22, at the Museum, 155 S. Main,

Two Muses Theatre presents “Greetings
& Noble theater space in West Bloomfield. The cast includes Angela Kay

Miller, (left, top row) and Stephen Blackwell

Group rates and
patron seating also are available,
Free, secure parking. Call (313)
961-4533 or go to www.fortstreet.
org.

Canton Concert Band’s annu-
al Christmas show will be 7 p.m.
Dec. 9, at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill,
Canton. Tickets are $10. Buy
online at www.canton-mi.org/vil-
lagetheater.

 Farmington Community Band
performs its holiday concert, 3
p.m. Stnday, Dec. 9, at Harri-
son High School, 29995 12 Mile,
Farmington Hills. Admission is
free. Visit www.fcbmusic.org.

* BeckRidge Chorale will pres-
ent its 40th annual holiday con-
cert, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 11, at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill,
50400 Cherry Hill, Canton. Tick-
ets are $16. For tickets visit www.
beckridgechorale.org or call (888)
459-4887.

Nov. 23-Dec. 16 at the Barnes

jan Cartwright, (left, middle

row) and Henry Nelson and Richard Payton, (front row).

Accessible opera

New theater company stages holiday show

By Sharon Dargay
08E St Writer

Noelle Jacquez wants to
make opera accessible and
appealmg to all ages.

“Td say if you've gone to
opera before and didn’t have
the best experience, try
again. Hopefully you'll find
you do like it.”

The Plymouth woman says
opera can seem “magical”
with just the right mix of
costume, set, song and story
— and she knows just where
to find it.

Alittle more than six
months after founding the
Main Street Opera Theatre,
Jacquez and her cast and
crew will stage their first
opera, Gian Carlo Menotti’s
Amahl and the Night Visitors
for one day, Saturday, Nov.
24, on the Village Theater
stage in Canton.

Jacquez will sing the part
of Amahl’s mother. Fran-
cisco Fiori of Ann Arbor, a
member of the Ann Arbor
Boy Choir, will play Amahl.
Other performers include
professional singers, uni-
versity students and gradu-
ates, a teacher, choir mem-
bers and a few high school
students. Jacquez’ father,
Albert Jacquez of Plymouth,
a former member of the
1960s-era rock band, Savage
Grace, takes on the role of
the Page.

Jacquez began auditioning
singers for her new theater
in September, after secur-
ing the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill for the upcom-

g show.

“Jennifer Tobin (Can-
ton arts coordinator) was so
helpful and excited about an
opera company in our area.
Our mission was different
than any other company she
had worked with.”

Jacquez said Amahl and
the Night Visitors is an
“‘excellent choice” for the
theater’s debut because it's
aone-act opera sung in Eng-
lish. It’s also just S0 minutes

long.

“Adults definitely will
enjoy this show. Seniors
also,” she said. “All of our
children’s shows will be in
English. I don't think we'd
ever do a show that is not
accessible to the entire fami-
ly. That's our goal, it's acces-
sible to everyone.”

Opera student

Jacquez began singing
opera while in high school
at Interlochen. She initial-
ly planned to study musi-
cal theater, but the program
was filled. She switched to
the opera program, received
a scholarship and “from that
point on it was opera.”

She earned a bache-
lor’s degree from Vander-
bilt University in Nash-
ville, Tenn. and took gradu-
ate classes in voice perfor-
mance from Indiana Univer-
sity. She returned to Michi-
gan in 2007, completed grad-
uate degree requirements in
foreign language — French,
German and Italian — and
attained her master’s degree
in voice performance last
year from Indiana U.

She teaches private voice
and piano lessons and per-
forms at the Eagle Tavern
during Greenfield Village's
annual Holiday Nights pro-
gram. She sang last year

Francisco Fiori, (foreground), a

ger with the Ann Arbor Boy
Choir, plays Amahi and John Paul Boudreaux is

understudy,

in the Main Street Opera Theatre production of “Amahl and the

Boy Choir.

Night Visitors.” Boudreaux also sings with the Old St. Patrick’s

The cast of the opera, “Amahl and the Night Visitors,” rehearses

at Cherry Hill in Canton.

with the Michigan Opera
Theatre and has worked
backstage at the Arbor
Opera Theatre. She also
sings in the choir and partici-
pates in shows at Northridge
Church in Plymouth.

Community
connection

“It's been a long time com-
ing, thinking about it and
wondering what path to take
to be a singer;” she said,
describing her journey from
student to opera theater
founder. *1 still have a strong

i ion. As

for two performances, Saturday, Nov. 24, at the Village Theatre

MAIN STREET
OPERA THEATRE

What: A new opera compa-
ny in Plymouth will present
“Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors” for one day only
When: 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 24

Where: The Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry
Hill, Canton

Details: The one-act opera
tells the story of Amahl,

a poor, handicapped boy,
who lives with his mother
in a village on the road to

an opera singer you travel a
Iot. It's hard to have a family
and a connection to the com-
munity.”

Her path became clear
after an airplane crash in
2006 killed several music
students she knew while at
Indiana University. The trag-
edy showed how “short and
unexpected life can be.”

“That’s when I moved
home and decided how to
incorporate opera into my
life, It was clear to me I
wanted to have a family and
be more connected to family.
I had always thought about
having my own company to
do shows that I feel passion-
ate about, and to work with
kids...having them experi-
ence how fun opera can be.”

She hopes to stage anoth-
er opera in the summer and

When the three
kings following the star in
the East seek shelter for the
night, the lives of Amahl
and his mother are changed
forever. The show is 50 min-
utes and is aimed at all ages
Tickets: $12 for youth,

$17 for seniors and $20 for
adults. They've available at
(734) 394-5300, ext. 3 and at
http/www.canton-mi.org/
villagetheater/performance.
glance.aspx

involve high school students
as interns in the program.
“One of our big goals is to
get young people involved in
all aspect:
For more information
about Main Street Opera
Theatre, visit www.main-
streetoperatheatre.org
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Steve Carpenter, a 2004 Livonia Ste-
venson High School graduate, appears
with Meredith Vieira in an episode of
the game show, “Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire.” The show will be broad-
cast locally at noon, Thanksgiving Day,

P] Nov. 22, on WWIJ (CBS). Carpenter, the

son of David and Linda Carpenter of
Livonia, is a 2007 Michigan State Uni-
versity graduate who teaches Spanish
at Simeon Career Academy in Chicago,
1ll. He also volunteered for two years
in the Peace Corps in Nicaragua. If he
wins big on the show, he plans to get
contact lenses, visit the dentist, travel
to Spanish-speaking countries and buy
his parents a motor home. For more
about the show, visit www.million-
airetv.com
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one holiday meal — make holiday

‘mornings special with some sim-
ple, hearty and flavorful breakfast rec-
ipes the whole family will want to wake
up to

Don 't save all the great food for

Make Overnight Breakfast Casserole
the nlgh! before, then just heat it up in the

—Set out some Amazing Breakfast
Muffin Cups — they're perfect for people
‘who like to graze throughout the morning.

— Breakfast Pizzas with sausage are
quick, fun and delicious — and loved by
everyone, from the picky kids, to the
uncle who's never satisfied.

— Sweet & Savory Bruschetta will
‘become your new go-to recipe that makes
you proud when you're asked to bring an
appetizer or a brunch dish to share.

Get more satisfying ways to wake up
your holiday breakfasts at www.johnson-

e.com.

Overnight Breakfast Casserole
Serves: 12

2 packages (12 ounces each) Johnsonville Orginal
Breakfast Sausage Links

6 Englsh muffins, cutnto 1-inch cubes

Yacup butter, melted

1 cup (4 ounces) cheddar cheese, shredded

1 cup (4 ounces) mozzarell cheese, shredded

% cup onjon, chopped

Y cup red peppe, chopped

12 large eggs

2 cups mik

YA teaspoon salt

Pepperto taste

Yacup bacon bits

Cook sausage according to pack-
age directions. Cool slightly; cut into
Vieinch pieces. In greased 13-inch by
9-inch baking dish, layer half the Eng-
lish muffin cubes and half the cooked
sausage. Repeat layers. Drizzle with
butter and top with cheese, onion and
red pepper.

In large bowl, combine eggs, milk,
salt and pepper. Pour over casse-
role. Sprinkle with bacon. Cover and
refrigerate overnight. Remove from
refrigerator 30 minutes before baking.
Uncover and bake at 350°F for 45 to
50 minutes, or until knife inserted into
center comes out clean.

Let stand S minutes.

Sweet & Savory Bruschetta
Makes: 16 pieces
Serves: 608

2 ripe tomatoes, diced

Y cup diced sweet pneapple

4 ripe strawberries, stemmed and diced
Y4 cup julienned fresh basi leaves,
(about 4 arge leaves)

Ya cup julenned fresh mint leaves

(or % teaspoon dried)

3 tablespoons pure maple syrup

1 12-0unce package lohnson
Orignal Breakfast Sausage Pattes

e s >

Overnight Breakfast Casserole

1 thin baguette, siced

Y cup olive ol

8 sices fresh mozzarela, cutn half

Make bruschetta topping: In bowl,
mix together tomatoes, pineapple,
strawberries, basil, mint and maple
syrup. Stir to combine. Cover and set
aside.

Divide each of the 8 sausage pat-
ties in two and pinch edges to shape
into smaller patties. Cook accord-
ing to package directions, set aside
Cover to keep warm

Place oven rack in top-third section
of oven and set oven to broil. Slice
baguette into 16 slices (about %-inch

thick) and brush one side with olive
oil. Place baguette slices, oiled side
down, on a cookie sheet and broil
for 1 to 2 minutes, or until golden.
Watch carefully — they can go from
not-quite-golden, to burned, in 15
seconds. Using tongs, flip slices over
so oiled sides are up. Add 1 slice of
mozzarella to each slice; broil 1 min-
ute longer until cheese is melted and
edges of baguette slices are begin-
ning to look toasted

Transfer to a serving platter or
individual plates. Top each with 1
small sausage patty. Spoon bruschet-
ta topping over each, allowing some
to spill over. Serve immediately.

Sweet and
Savory”
Bruschetta

Breakfast Pizza

Breakfast Pizza
Makes: 12 to 16 pieces
Serves: 6108

1 package (12 ounces) lohnsonville

Maple Syrup Breakfast Sausage Links

1 tube (8 ounces) refrigerated crescent rols

1 cup refrigerated orfrozen

hash brown potatoes, thawed

1 cup (4 ounces) cheddar cheese, shredded

4 large eqgs

Yacup milk

Y4 teaspoon dried basil

1 dash cayenne pepper

% cup Parmesan cheese, grated

Place sausage on a 15 by 10- by 1-
inch baking pan. Bake at 375°F for 15
to 20 minutes or until sausage is no
longer pink, turning once; drain and
slice into %-inch coins.

Unroll crescent roll dough; sepa-
rate into eight triangles. Arrange on
an ungreased 12-inch pizza pan, plac-
ing points to the center. Press seams
together and press over the bottom
and up the sides of pan to form a
crust.

Top with hash browns, sausage and
cheddar cheese.

Combine eggs, milk and spices;
pour over cheese. Sprinkle with Par-
mesan cheese.

Bake at 375°F for 20 to 25 minutes,
or until a knife inserted near center
comes out clean.

Amazing Breakfast
Muffin Cups
Makes:12 muffin cups
Serves: 1

3 cups hash browns, thawed

3 tablespoons melted butter

1 teaspoon salt

Y4 teaspoon pepper

12 finks Johnsonvill Original breakfast sausage

6 eqgs

2 cups (8 ounces) shredded

4-cheese Mexican blend cheese

Y4 cup chopped red bell pepper

Fresh chives or green onions, chopped

In bowl, combine hash browns,
butter, sait and pepper. Press mix-
ture onto bottom and up sides of
12 greased muffin cups. Bake at
400°F for 12 minutes or until lightly
browned.

Meanwhile, cook sausage accord-
ing to package directions; cut into
Va-inch pieces. Divide sausage among
muffin cups. Combine eggs, cheese
and bell pepper. Spoon over sausage.
Sprinkle with chives. Bake for 13 to
15 minutes or until set

Option: This recipe can be doubled
to make Jumbo Breakfast Muffin
Cups. Press hash brown mixture into
12 greased jumbo muffin cups. Bake
crust for 12 minutes. Fill cups and
bake 22 to 24 minutes or until set

f Family Fec

Courtesy
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Realtor of the Year ‘flattered,
humbled’ by industry honor

By Julie Brown
OBE Staff Witer

Sara Lipnitz of SKBK Sotheby’s International Realty, Birming-
ham, has been named Realtor of the Year by the Greater Metro-
politan Association of Realtors. She joined SKBK in early 2002.

“It wasn’t even on my radar. It wasn’t even something that was
in my conscience,” she said of the Realtor of the Year kudos.

She described herself as having respect for others who get
awards in the field. Like many, she became active in the field
alongside others.

“And then somehow along the journey you have this huge shift
in your job,” Lipnitz said. “It just becomes who you've become,
and it's an interesting transformation.”

She’s honored to be tapped.

“It’s lovely. I'm flattered, I was humbled.”

She’s been in the real estate field since part-time work in high
school and at Michigan State University. “I have been involved
in the industry since the early '90s. People. I like people,” she
said of her interest in real estate.

She does residential sales and rentals for Oakland Coun-
ty, especially the Birmingham-Bloomfield Woodward corridor

She's been married 11 years to Doug and the couple has son
who's 3. They live in Birmingham.

“I think it's an exceptional community. There's an old-time
sensibility of neighborhood,” she said. “It offers the best of both
worlds.” She likes the nightlife and the arts/cultural attractions.

“There are lots of things to get involved in.”

Lipnitz is active in her profession, including: 2012-13 presi-
dent of Birmingham-Bloomfield Women’s Council of Realtors;
Michigan Association of Realtors vice chair for RPAC (Politi-

cal Action Committee) Trustees; on the MAR Public Policy Com-
mittee; and on the GMAR Professional Standards Committee, as
well as the Diversity Committee.

Next year, she has plans for additional involvement. She's a
founder of the Birmingham-Bloomfield Realtors Network, and
also does charitable work.

“I try to do some of that very quietly.”

Lipnitz agrees with others in her pmfessmn that the housing
market is showing encouraging signs

“I think that inventory is low, \vh)ch means prices are coming

Sara Lipnitz of Birmingham is this year’s Realtor of the Year for the
Greater Metropolitan Association of Realtors.

to rise. Supply and demand,” she said.

Lipnitz was praised for her dedication and professionalism
by colleague Gary Reggish, broker/owner of Remerica United
Realty of Novi.

“It’s a big honor to win Realtor of the Year,” Livonia resident
Reggish said. “She always finds ways to carve out time for the _
Realtor cause and the Realtor initiative.”

jebrown@hometowniife com

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-WAYNE COUNTY

These are the area residential real 327 Roblfn cxd e ‘238 ,000 39355 er;l?ml‘ds; ¢ $80,000 1367 Elm St i 3370,000
49600 Shenandoah Cir ~ $310,000 764 Westfield St 143,000 950 Hartsough Ct 175,000
ej‘f\“’ "?;'f‘f; 'Zeé;"zde‘i ::E "Vvvee" 7284 Wadebridge Dr ~ $314,000  NORTHVILLE 9118 Marc Trl $160,000
QLedg . . atthe Wayne  GARDEN Cl Tv 16287 Brookwood Ct  $225,000  REDFORD
County Register of Deeds office. 28458 Bodh $33,000 16447 Horseshoe Dr $453,000 17220 Ryland $30,000
Listed below are cities, addresses, 31994 (ambndge st $64,000 17871 Maple Hill Dr $263,000 19354 Semmnle $10,000
and sales prices. 28025 Warten Rd $48000 49133 Parkshore Ct $880,000  WESTLAND
LIVONIA 46639 Pinehurst Gir $690,000 8702 August Ave $67,000
14013 Blackburn St $175000 47216 Red Oak Dr 490, 30350 Ao Pl $100.000
FCANTON 19014 Flamingo Blvd  $100,000 18080 RidgeviewDr  $565,000
b Eeio A 5000 18997 Garyl 300,000 48899 Running TroutLn $433,000 32633 Middisbury t 52000
6676 Brook hY e"g 155000 14120 Golfview St $95,000 44420 Whue Pine Gir W $580,000 140 N Bryar St $23,000
25153 ;"I"r 5 ‘k’ D if 1571000 14070 Katie Ln $210,000  PLYMOUT 1026 S Dowling 5t $103,000
2005 Li:e 9 D6 5307\000 39214 Lapham Dr s1zs,aoo 550 Eyron st $161, ooo 38313 S Rickham Ct $61,1
Ly R o 1325 Melvin St $155,00 1658 Cassady Place Dr  $168,
SeIve Sl 4 19758 Norwich Rd $245, ooo 1694 Cassady Place Dr  $160, noo
These are the area residential real 5532 Lane Lake Rd Sonon S8 eluRte Ridoectl | ysntont " 2mare Wolcort Dr $84,000
iigs recotied ik 1843 Long Pointe Dr 53,000 21535 Riverwalk Ct 258000 S
sili:\e (z‘gs‘ Ao, 3 dzeg 1‘1 E;f:: 2901 Masefield Dr $360000  32053Thomdyket  §245000  223ig GrookfieldDr  $169.000
A0 A0: 2 2 4867 Old Post Ct $539,000 29850 W12 Mlle Rd #509 $28,000 1374 Chaise Ct
Oakland County Register of Deeds 2625 Pendleton Dr 165,000 28418 W Eight Mile Rd  $13,000 23830 Copperwood Dr W ssu DDO
office. Listed below are cities, ad- 1650 Trailwood Path $93,000  FRANKLIN 53711 Edgewood Dr $25,000
dresses, and sales prices, 2048 W Maple Rd 525000 25080 Franklin Park Dr  $350,000 53746 Edgewood Dr $25,000
645 Wilshire Dr $203000 32696 Ravine Dr $268000 61134 Greenwood Dr  $24,000
5159 WoodlandsLn  $296,000  MILFORD 57598 Hidden Timbers Or $304,000
BEVERLY HILLS COMMERCE TOWNSHIP 720 E Liberty St 3, 57797 International Dr  $330,000
SR iy s207,000 8298 Cascade st $190,000 2772 Katie Ln $212,000 61131 LadbrookeDr  $280,000
4637 Re"e' y D $310,000 4251 Charms Ct $175,000 708 Manor Dr $68,000 61141 Ladbrooke Dr $277,000
SRMINGHAM /000 « 4630 Cooley LakeRd  $157,000 1605 Rowe Rd $173000 61160 Ladbrooke Dr  $325,000
5451 Huron Hills Dr $330,000 61181 Ladbrooke Or  $267,
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1748 Hazel St 05,000 1945 Tiley Cir $127,000 50693 Chesapeake Dr 000 24837 Purl $87,000
4115 Old Woodward Ave Uit 5056 Wavewood Dr $399,000 23005 Ennishore szoz 000 61120 saddlecreek Dr  $299,000
$299,000 4755 wrme Tml ct $210,000 44472 GwinnettLoop  $149,000 52744 'rvanwond Dr $2,000
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BLOOMFIELD HILLS 34201 Conroy ct $160,000 28077 HewesLn $153,000 27530 Amnmun st $133,000
2635 Rambling Way $176000 32040 Grand River Ave Unit 4 28101 Hewes Ln $155,000 28259 Evergreen Rd $29,000
Oz leRoiiie $154,00088 8455000 27106 Ladbroke St $230,000 27283 Lexington Pkwy. ,000
4033 Fox Lake Dr $410,000 33750 Oak\and st $340,000 40592 LenoxParkDr  $236,000 19201 Magnona Pkwy  $31,000
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2401 Hickory GlenDr  $355000  FARVINGTON HILLS 51230 Mayfair Ter $216,000 27375 Red Leaf ln 5,000
3011 MiddieburyLn  $455,000 58888 Appleblossom Ln  $281,000 21881 Meridian Ln $220000  225115BellwoodDr  $105,000
1162 Peveril Rd $147,000 58801 Bella Vista Dr $90,000 44471 Midway Dr $290,000 25640 Southwood Dr  $142,000
TSNt o e 138000 S8 30312 ek $180,000 1740 Paramount St $119,000  WHITE
38249 French Pond $270,000 25530 Portico Ln 115000 9377 Gale Rd $65,000
2566 Bloomfield Crossing $445,000 21846 Gill Rd $75,000 24278 Saybrook Ct $528,000 8973 Lakeview Dr $20,000
2887 ChestnutRun Dr = $745,000 23773 Glenmoor Hts $77,000 27308 Sloan St 234,000 9145 Mandon Rd $35,000
4041 Cranbrook Ct $410,000 32194 Hull Ave $30,000 23525 Stonehenge Blvd ~ $65,000 164 Wildrose Dr $280,000
4945 Dryden Ln $700,000 38680 Lancaster Dr $176,000 24727 Upland HI $200,000 8215 Wildwood Ln $260,000
3750 Lakecrest Dr $910,000

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS

Yule party

The Re.E.LA. (Real Estate Investors Association) third
annual Christmas party will be 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 4, at
Crystal Gardens, 16703 Fort St., Southgate. Tickets are $35
a person and checks should be mailed to c/o R.E.I.A., 2962
Fort St., Lincoln Park, MI 48146. Elections will also be held.
For more, see the website, reiawaynecounty.org. The party
will feature dinner and hors d'oeuvres.

Free foreclosure tours

Free foreclosure tours are 1 p.m. every other Sunday.
Meeting place is Panera Bread on the southeast corner of
Middlebelt and I-96. E-mail Georgia@addedvaluerealty.com
or visit FreeForeclosureTour.com.

Short sales

If you owe more than what your house is worth, you may
be interested in a free informational seminar on short sale
procedures and what it takes to get started. Many sellers
are misinformed or not sure about how the procedures work.
Organizers will also discuss the internal workings of short
sales and the different steps involved. Bonnie David, bro-
ker/owner of Quantum Real Estate is the presenter. It will

be 6-7 p.m. Thursdays at 129 N. Lafayette, downtown South
Lyon. Additional parking across the street in back. Please
call the office at (248) 782-7130 or e-mail june.quantum@
gmail.com for your reservation or additional information.

Seminar on Tuesdays

A free Reverse Mortgage Seminar is 6:30 p.m. each Tues
day at Colonial Mortgage Corp., 33919 Plymouth Road, Livo-
nia

Learn about reverse mortgages. RSVP with Larry Brady at
(800) 260-5484, Ext. 33.

Investors

The Real Estate Investors Association of Wayne will have
an open forum. Participants will discuss what they have
learned. Investors will answer questions and offer a market
update.

Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. each first Tuesday of the month
at the Red Lobster on Eureka in Southgate. Members are
free, guests $20, which will be applied to their member-
ship. The Christmas party will replace the regular Decem-
ber meeting.

Any questions or concerns, call Wayde Koehler at (313)
277-4168.

Law may
provide
some relief

By Robert Meisner

Guest Columnist

Q: My contract required the
seller to build a three-family
dwelling on my parcel and | was
to obtain a mortgage commitment
within 60 days of the signing
of the contract. Either party
could terminate the contract on
the failure to obtain financing.
Unfortunately, although the
closing was set for four months
hence, nothing was done for
more than three years, that is,
my dwelling was not built and the
mortgage commitment was not
obtained. The builder conveyed
the property to an affiliated
corporation and later notified me
that the contract was terminated
and returned the down payment. |
want to sue for damages, claiming
anticipatory repudiation by the
seller based upon what my lawyer

case out of
New York,
he court
ruled that
while a nonrepudiating
party need not actually
tender performance, he
must be ready, willing
and able to perform. The
court believed that such a
rule made common sense
and that damages are not
recoverable when they
are not actually caused by
either party’s breach. That
is, when the transaction
would have failed and
the damage would have
been suffered, even if no
breach had occurred. Of
course, each case has to
be decided on its facts and
the particular case law in
that particular state.

- Our board is considering
implementing an “In-Unit Service
Program” where unit owners

can use association staff and
materials for unit maintenance,
repairs and services; there is a
one-time fee to join. Do you think
that this is a good idea?

A: In checking with
other attorneys around
the country, it is my
view that several have
indicated that this may
well be a good idea,
although, there are issues,
of course. For example,
if your association prices
it to at least recover
costs, it is potentially a
great convenience and
service to the owners.
However, you should
establish parameters
in a board resolution,
address liability issues
and limit the services to
the competencies of the
staff. Also, depending
upon your community,
the people who do in-unit
service should be separate
from regular staff, so
that the program does not
interfere with the staff’s
regular duties. Moreover,
in the end, it may be worth
the effort and encourages
preventative maintenance
in areas such as HVAC
units, hot water heaters,
washing machine hoses
and other high risk items.
Also, it is a good idea to
get a legal opinion from
counsel because of the
particular circumstances
in your particular project
which may vary from
others.

Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer
and author of Condominium
Operation: Getting Started
& Staying on the Right Track,
second edition, available for
$9.95 plus $1 shipping/han-
dling. He also wrote Condo
Living: A Survival Guide to
Buying, Owning and Selling
a Condominium, available

for $24.95 plus $5 shipping/
handling. Call (248) 644-4433
or visit bmeisner@meisner-law.
com. This column shouldn’t be
construed as legal advice

.|
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\“f, ST. MARY MERCY HOSPITAL

DISCOVER i
REMARKABLE

Inspired by you. Created for you.

At St. Mary Mercy Livonia, we're re-inventing the way you and your
family experience a hospital stay with our new three-story
addition that boasts a state-of-the-art Emergency Center and two
floors of 80 total private patient rooms.

Our spacious patient rooms incorporate natural healing elements,
while allowing for technological advancements and plenty of room
to accommodate visitors, and even overnight guests.

We’ve doubled the size of our Emergency Center with over 50 specialized
treatment rooms that are separated by walls - not curtains - 5o our patients
will experience more privacy, in addition to less wait time.

We're the future of health by bining medical
excellence with the latest technology and unparalleled compassion.
And soon after the opening of the new addition in our south wing,
we are renovating our north wing patient rooms to private.

Experience the new St. Mary Mercy.
simarymercy.org
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...is what YOU get
when you sell us your

women’s fashions!

...all the better
brands you love

for a LOT LESS!

for your
Closet

43299 Crescent Blvd., Novi, Ml 48375 » 248-348-3830
Located in the Novi Town Cenrer off of Now Road north of Grand River, south of I-96

small.com * Website: clothesmentor.com/novl ¢ Facebook: facebook.com/clothesmentornovi
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