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Win tickets
Enter our Facebook 

contest for a chance to 
win two tickets to  see 
the Detroit Lions take 
on the St. Louis Rams 
Sunday, Sept. 9, at 
Ford Field. If you want 
a chance to  be in the 
stands the first game 
o f the regular season, 
go to  hometownlife. 
com today. Share the 
contest link with a 
Facebook friend and 
get five extra chances 
to  win i f they also 
enter the contest. The 
winner w ill be selected 
at random Sept. 5.

Contract OK’d
With the opening 

of the 2012-13 school 
year near, the Plym- 
outh-Canton Board of 
Education took care of 
some business Tuesday, 
approving tentative 
agreements with a 
variety o f unions.

The board tentatively 
approved contracts with 
the district's non-affili- 
ated administrators and 
support staff, its operat­
ing engineers, security 
officers and garage em­
ployees and its Educa­
tional Office Personnel.

Community Day
The Summit on the 

Park opens its doors to 
all Canton residents for 
a free Community Day 
on Thursday, Aug. 23.

Visitors to the center 
can enjoy a free trial day 
and test out all that the 
fadlity has to offer from 
5*30 a.m. to  10 p.m., 
induding the Fitness and 
Aquatic Centers; Dance & 
Aerobics Studio; gymnasi­
um, racquetball court and 
indoor track; steam room 
and sauna; and Kids' Cor­
ner Child Care Center.

The Summit on the 
Park is located at 46000 
Summit Parkway. For 
additional information, 
visit www.summiton- 
thepark.org or call 
(734) 394-5460.
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Olympic gold medalist Allison Schmitt w 
fans Tuesday night

Adoring crowd welcomes 
home Olympic hero

Olympic swim star Allison Schmitt 
waved and smiled as a cheering, ador­
ing crowd of fans gave their world- 
renowned celebrity a roaring wel­
come-home rally befitting royalty.

Holding a bouquet of flowers and 
wearing one of five medals she earned 
in London, Schmitt, 22, simply beamed 
Thesday evening as fans waved small 
U.S. flags and repeatedly chanted 
“U.S.A.” as she stood on a stage at the 
Heritage Park Amphitheater.

Accompanied by her parents and 
four siblings, the Canton High School 
graduate seemed thrilled to return 
home before starting her senior year 
at the University of Georgia, where 
she is studying psychology.

“lb  actually be here is a great relief,” 
Schmitt said. “It feels so nice to be 
home in Canton right now under this 
pavilion."

It marked a long journey for a girl 
who began swimming when she was 9, 
honed her skills in high school, earned 
a bronze medal in Beijing, China, in 
2008, and broke records in London as 
she clinched three gold medals, one sil­
ver and one bronze.

N e x t p rize
Already, Schmitt has her eye on the 

next potential prize for the 2016 Sum­
mer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

“I  had a great experience this time

Walgreens 
bringing 
jobs to 
Canton

Drugstore giant Wal­
greens has confirmed it 
plans to open a large spe­
cialty pharmacy in Can­
ton, shifting 250 jobs 
here and creating anoth­
er 50 positions within two 
years.

Walgreens plans to con­
solidate three Ann Arbor 
area facilities next spring 
by investing in a now- 
vacant, 64,000-square- 
foot building in the Hag­
gerty I I  Corporate Park, 
near Haggerty Road and 
Michigan Avenue.

Canton Ibwnship offi­
cials embraced Wal­
greens’ decision and said 
it provides another indi­
cation the local economy 
is starting to rebound.

"We are steadily fill­
ing up our vacant build­
ings and most, important­
ly, we are bringing jobs 
to the community,” Kris­
ten Thomas, economic 
development and market­
ing analyst, said Wednes­
day. "Our goal is to keep 
growing.”

Local officials have 
said new growth is criti­
cal to helping Canton con­
tinue to rebound from an

economic downturn that 
stalled development and 
caused property values to 
plummet.

Judie Krai, general 
manager for Ann Arbor- 
based Walgreens, said 
the specialty pharmacy 
in Canton will essential­
ly serve as a mail-order 
location that ships medi­
cations to patients across 
the United States.

Moreover, she said, the 
facility will house call- 
center agents, patient- 
care coordinators and 
pharmacy technicians.
It ’s not intended as a 
retail business.

In the wake of two 
recent break-ins at Can­
ton pharmacies, local 
officials such as Trea­
surer Melissa McLaugh­
lin asked Krai about Wal­
greens’ security plans for 
its new facility.

“We do a robust securi­
ty system,” Krai assured 
local officials.

In a move to support the 
Walgreens project, the 
Canton Ibwnship Board 
of Trustees voted Tbes- 
day evening to approve 
a six-year tax exemption 
for personal property the

Please see WALGREENS, A2

Police urge vigilance 
in wake of break-ins

Olympic medalist Allison Schmitt ac­
knowledges cheers from the crowd.

around,” she said, "and I  hope to repeat 
it in four years.”

Canton will certainly cheer her 
on, judging by Tbesday’s crowd that 
formed a huge post-rally line to get her 
autograph. More than 90 minutes after 
the celebration ended, Canton Lei­
sure Services recreation coordinator

Please see HERO. A3

Canton has been stung 
by an outbreak of home 
invasions that authorities 
say could be related.

“They’re occurring in 
the daytime,” Detective 
Andrew Colthurst said 
Tbesday.

Colthurst and Detec­
tive Erik Kaledas con­
firmed at least four home 
invasions that occurred 
during a two-week span, 
resulting in stolen items 
such as a gun, a laptop 
computer, money and 
jewelry.

A fifth incident 
involved only the theft 
of a gasoline can from a 
residential garage, with 
a neighbor’s surveil­
lance camera capturing a 
potential suspect from a 
distance.

Anyone who has infor­
mation about any of the 
incidents is urged to call 
Canton police at (734)

394-5400. Anonymous 
tips for a possible cash 
reward may be made 
by calling Crime Stop­
pers of Michigan at (800) 
SPEAK-UP, logging on to 
www.1800speakup.org or 
texting CSM and a tip to 
274637, or CRIMES.

Kaledas indicated 
there’s a strong possibili­
ty some or all of the inci­
dents could have been 
committed by a small 
group of intruders prey­
ing on neighborhoods 
while homeowners are 
away.

Public Safety Director 
Pat Nemecek urged res­
idents to be vigilant in 
their neighborhoods and 
to report any suspicious 
activity.

What follows is a synop­
sis of the latest reported 
incidents:

A couple that lives on 
Hunters Ridge, off Lilley 
south of Palmer, notified

Please see BREAK-INS. A4

Hit the Open Road 
this Summer!
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Pit bull attack sends victim to hospital
A pit bull attacked a 43-year- 

old woman outside a Canton inn 
Sunday night, causing injuries 
serious enough that she was 
admitted to a hospital, authori­
ties said.

The incident happened about 
9 p.m. after the victim and a 42- 
year-old man, described as the 
dog's owner, became embroiled 
in a domestic dispute in the 
parking lot of America’s Best 
Value Inn and Suites, northeast

of Ford and Haggerty roads, 
Canton Detective Sgt. Dave 
Schreiner said.

"The pit bull apparently 
attacked the lady and bit her, 
causing injuries that required 
her to be taken to the hospital," 
Schreiner said.

Most of the woman’s inju­
ries appeared to have occurred 
on her arms and legs, he said, 
and the victim was taken to St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ypsi- 
lanti.

Canton Fire Chief Tim Dunn 
confirmed that Canton para­

medics transported the woman 
to the hospital.

Schreiner said it appears the 
man and woman had been stay­
ing with the dog at the Can­
ton inn where the incident 
occurred.

“Witnesses said the dog 
became agitated when the two 
people were having a domestic 
dispute and attacked the lady 
unprovoked," Schreiner said.

The pit bull was captured and 
turned over to the Huron Val­
ley Humane Society. Thnya Hil- 
gendorf, the humane society’s

executive director, said the dog 
would be held for a routine, 10- 
day quarantine to determine if 
it has been exposed to rabies.

"The dog is still owned by its 
current owner, so nothing can 
really happen with it until he 
relinquishes ownership or the 
court orders something differ­
ently,” Hilgendorf said.

“That dog would not be a can­
didate for adoption,” she said.

Schreiner said the man appar­
ently was bitten on his hand and 
arm when he pulled the dog off 
the woman, though it appears he

wasn’t seriously injured.
Schreiner said the man was 

taken into custody for an unre­
lated warrant for failing to 
appear in 52-3 District Court in 
Rochester Hills.

Authorities cited two poten­
tial scenarios that could arise 
from the incident. The dog’s 
owner could be cited under 
local ordinance for having 
a vicious dog, or the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office 
coqld decide possible charges.

dclem0hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Pair among convicted 
in pharmacy scam

A R O U N D  C A N TO N

A Canton pharma­
cy owner and a pharma­
cist were among six peo­
ple convicted this week 
by a federal jury of run­
ning a billing scheme that 
charged the government 
more than $57 million 
for painkillers and other 
drugs that were unneces­
sary or never provided.

It  took the jury three 
days to convict the six 
defendants on 26 counts, 
concluding they commit­
ted conspiracy, health 
care fraud and unlawful­
ly distributed prescrip­
tion drugs.

Among the convict­
ed were Babubhai (Bob) 
Patel, 49, who owned 
20 pharmacies and was 
charged with bribing doc­
tors to write phony pre­
scriptions that were filled

through his pharma­
cies, and Patel pharma­
cist Brijesh Rawal, 36, of 
Canton.

“(The) verdicts elim­
inated one of the larg­
est diversion conspira­
cies ever uncovered in 
the state of Michigan," 
said Robert Corso, spe­
cial agent in charge of 
the U.S. Drug Enforce­
ment Administration in 
Detroit, said in a state­
ment. “The convictions, 
particularly of the medi­
cal professionals, are sig­
nificant. These individu­
als abused their positions 
of trust and endangered 
the lives of countless peo­
ple by illegally distribut­
ing opiate painkillers and 
depressants throughout 
southeast Michigan and 
beyond."

WALGREENS
Continued from page A1

pharmacy company plans 
to install in the Haggerty 
I I  Corporate Park facility-

lb  strike back against 
an economic downturn, 
township officials have 
used such incentives 
as much as possible to 
become more competi­
tive and attract new busi­
nesses.

“Anything that we can 
do to help the business 
community grow and 
thrive will benefit Can­
ton Tbwnship as well as 
its residents,” Trustee Pat 
Williams said Wednesday. 
“We really have been try­
ing to focus on higher lev­
els of employment oppor­
tunities in our commu­
nity.”

Early on during Hies- 
day's discussion, town­

ship Supervisor Phil 
LaJoy disclosed that his 
sons, who operate an 
employment agency, do 
business with Walgreens 
as a company.

Tbwnship Attorney 
Kristin Kolb didn’t cite 
a conflict of interest and 
told LaJoy’s board col­
leagues they had the 
authority to decide if they 
perceived any conflict 
that should prevent him 
from voting.

No one perceived a con­
flict. Even if  LaJoy had 
recused himself, the Wal­
greens tax exemption 
would have easily passed 
with supportive votes by 
other board members.

"Personally I don’t feel 
he has a relationship with 
the company," Thistee 
Dr. Syed Tbj said.
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"Around Canton” is designed to an­
nounce upcoming events taking place 
in the community. Items will run on a 
space-available basis. Send details to 
bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
JOB SEEKER WORKSHOP 
Date/Time: Saturday, Aug. 25,11 a.m.

Details: A job seeker workshop 
hosted by Joe Barnabei from Beacon 
Hill Technologies, who specializes in 
finding jobs for people in Michigan. 
This event will cover building a great 
resume, interviewing, effectively 
searching for a job, tips and tricks of 
the job boards and networking. All of 
this is free. There will also be an op­
portunity for professional, one-on-one 
assistance with your resume and inter­
viewing technique with all proceeds 
going to a great charity. One-on-one 
resume assistance will cost $20 and 
one-on-one interview coaching will 
cost $20.
BLOOD DRIVE
Date/Time: Friday, Aug. 24,10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Location: Canton Public Library 
Details: The Canton Public Library 
will host an American Red Cross blood 
drive. You may walk in or reserve a 
spot. Donors in the month of August 
are automatically entered in a raffle 
for a $500 gas card. You must be 17 
and capable of giving an entire pint. 
Hospitals in southeastern lower Michi­
gan use 900 pints of blood per day; we 
hope to collect 31 pints.
Contact: Call Kathie Gladden at (734) 
397-0999, Ext. 1071 or emailing glad- 
denk@cantonpl.org 
HEISE HOURS
Date/Time: Friday, Aug. 17, 7:30-9

Location: Panera Bread, 20140 Hag­
gerty (just south of 8 Mile) in North- 
ville.-
Details: State Rep. Kurt Heise is spon­
soring coffee hours to give residents a 
convenient opportunity to meet with 
him locally. No appointment is neces­
sary. Heise is also available to meet 
with constituents by appointment 
either in the district or at his Lansing

Contact: Residents are invited to call 
toll free 1-855-REPKURT or e-mail 
kurtheise@house.mi.gov to schedule 
an appointment.
GIVING BLOOD
Details: The American Red Cross hosts 
blood drives at a variety of locations 
this month. Blood drives are sched­
uled for 1-6:45 p.m. Friday, Aug. 17, 
at Plymouth High School; 9 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 18, Living 
Word Church; 1-6:45 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 22, City of Plymouth; 1-6:45 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 23, First United Meth­
odist Church of Plymouth; 10 a.m.

Pom prowess
The Canton Chiefettes were named grand champions this week at the Mid­
American Pom Pon Summer Camp Competition at Northwood University in 
Midland. In addition to  the grand championship, Chiefettes won first place in 
the senior kick line, and 11 girls were chosen to be part of the Mid-American 
All-Star team.
to 3:45 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, Canton 
Library; 7:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 26, St. Kenneth Church; 2-7:45 
p.m. Monday, Aug. 27, VFW Post 6695 
in Plymouth; 1-6:45 p.m. Tuesday, Aug.
28, Salem High School; 1-6:45 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 30, Plymouth District 
Library. Donors will be entered into a 
monthly drawing for a $500 gas card.
Contact: Call Diane Risko at (313) 549- 
7052 or email Diane.Risko@redcross. 
org to set up an appointment.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Date/Time: Sunday-Thursday, Aug.
19-23, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Location: Cherry Hill United Method­
ist Church, 321 S. Ridge, Canton , , ,. -  .
Details: Cherry Hill United Methodist'
Church host. Vacation Bible School, in- « *1*5' » 135 net oenon.
eluding Adventures on Promise Island, 
where kids discover God’s lifesaving 
love. There will be bible stories, crafts, 
snacks, games, music, skits, and more.
For children 4 years old - 5th grade.
Registration on or by Aug. 12 is $5 per 
child or $10 maximum per family. Reg­
istration after Aug. 12 is $8 per child 
or $15 maximum per family.
Contact: Call the church office at 
(734) 495-0035.
POM CLINIC
Date/Time: Saturday, Aug. 25, 9-11:30 offers the community free counsel­

ing with a certified MMAP (Medi-

GOOD GRIEF GOLF
Date/Time: Saturday, Sept. 8, shotgun 
start at 10 a.m.
Location: Tanglewood Golf Club in 
South Lyon
Details: New Hope Center for Grief 
Support hosts the 14th annual" Good 
Grief” golf outing will be held. The 
proceeds from this outing will benefit 
New Hope Center for Grief Support, a 
bereavement outreach center located 
in Northville. New Hope provides free 
grief support services and resources 
to men, women, teens, and children 
throughout southeastern Michigan. 
The cost for this four-person scramble, 
which includes 18 holes of golf with a 
cart, lunch, dinner, contests, and prize, 
is $125.. Dinner only is $35 per person. 
Contact: For information about spon­
sorship opportunities or registration 
information, contact Carol Spenna- 
chio at (248) 348-0115 and visit www. 
newhopecenter.net.
MMAP COUNSELING 
Dates/Times: 1-3 p.m. Sept 6, Oct. 3, 
Nov. 1 and Dec. 4 
Location: United Home Health 
Services office, 2200 Canton Center in 
Canton
Details: United Home Health Services

Location: Canton High School North 
(Phase 3)
Details: The Canton Chiefettes host 
their pom pon clinic for potential 
cheerleaders ages 5-14. Students will 
learn pom pon techniques and a short 
dance routine. Parents will be treated 
to a performance at 11:30 a.m. Partici­
pants will also perform at the Canton 
High School varsity football game 
Aug. 30. Cost is $45 for pre-registra­
tion, $50 at the door.
Contact: Pre-register at www.canton- 
chiefettes.com; call (734) 397-1782 for 
more information.

care Medicaid Assistance Program) 
counselor who can help review 
Medicare and Medicaid eligibility and 
the various plans, apply for Medicaid, 
research and enroll in Medicare Part 
D drug insurance, assist with Medicare 
supplemental plans, find pharmaceu­
tical assistance programs, identify & 
report Medicare/Medicaid fraud and 
abuse issues, and explore long term 
care insurance options. No reserva­
tions necessary.
Contact: Call United Home Health 
Sen/ices at (734) 981-8820 or visit the 
MMAP website at www.mmapinc. 
org/pages/about.html
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PHOTOGRAPHERPHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER |
Signs and cheers greeted Allison Schmitt.

I T T

The Canton Cruisers Swim Club leads the procession.

Allison Schmitt and WJR's Paul W. Smith are welcomed to the Heritage Park amphitheater 
by Vic Faust of WXYZ-TV. At right, parents and siblings.

Allison Schmitt greets hundreds of fans at Allison Schmitt signs her autograph for 9-
Canton's Heritage Park Pavilion. year-old Mackenzie Williams of Canton.

HERO
Continued from page A1

Jon LaFever said Schmitt 
was finally ushered away 
from fans who continued 
to seek autographs.

“Allison would have 
stayed all night," he said.

Canton youngster 
Mackenzie Williams, 9, 
brought her grandmoth­
er, Arlenda Peterson, who 
was visiting from Uiskeg- 
ee, Ala. Why?

“Because there’s an 
Olympic person from 
where I  live, and I  want 
to get her autograph,” 
Mackenzie said. “She has 
represented our country, 
and she did a great job.”

Canton mom Sabitha 
Ajaykumar brought her 
daughter Reema, 7, for 
Schmitt’s homecoming.

“We wanted to see Alli­
son in person. We are so 
excited to see her,” Aja­
ykumar said. “It was so 
good to watch her (during 
the Olympics). It ’s like 
we have a local celebri­
ty. We’re so proud. I  have 
told everybody that we 
have a local Olympian.”

In a tribute to Schmitt, 
the Canton Varsity 
Chiefettes performed 
a cheer routine and the 
Plymouth Canton Cruis­
ers swim club carried 
U.S. flags to the stage. 
BeckRidge Chorale gave 
a stirring rendition of The 
Star-Spangled Banner.

B eautifu l day
Township Supervi­

sor Phil LaJoy, who 
along with several oth­
er officials estimated the 
crowd at 2,500 to 3,000, 
gave Schmitt a township 
proclamation honoring 
her and a congratulato­
ry Olympic flag embroi­
dered with the words 
Canton Township.

“What a beautiful day 
for the community,” 
LaJoy said.

In a strong show of 
bipartisan support, state 
Reps. Dian Slavens and 
Kurt Heise brought to 
Schmitt a state resolu­

tion also signed by state 
Sen. Patrick Colbeck and 
Gov. Rick Snyder. Heise 
said he couldn’t recall a 
Canton athlete who had 
achieved the Olympic sta­
tus Schmitt did.

Schmitt won gold in 
the 200-meter freestyle, 
4xl00-meter medley 
relay and 4x200-meter 
freestyle relay, silver in 
the 400-meter freestyle

and bronze in the 4x100- 
meter freestyle relay.

Schmitt was accom­
panied TUesday by her 
parents, Ralph and Gail 
Schmitt, her elder sib­
lings Kirsten and Der­
ek and her two younger 
twins, Kari and Sara. At 
one point, Ralph Schmitt 
had four of his daughter’s 
medals hanging on his 
arms as fans approached

to touch them.
The Schmitts former­

ly lived in Pittsburgh, but 
it appeared no communi­
ty could have given the 
Olympian a better wel­
come than Canton.

“I  can’t believe all these 
people,” Ralph Schmitt 
said. "This is so special. 
This is the reason we 
came to Canton.”

As the crowd packed

the Heritage Park Amphi­
theater grounds, Cherry 
Hill Village Theater ush­
ers Rita Morris and Mar­
ian Busa helped newcom­
ers find places to watch 
the celebration.

“This makes me so 
proud of Canton Town­
ship,” Busa said. “I ’m so 
proud of the people of 
Canton.”

As Schmitt’s fans 
watched, she sat on the 
stage and answered ques­
tions posed by WJR radio 
host Paul W. Smith, who 
told Schmitt, “You will 
never feel more love than 
you’ve got right here with 
your friends and family.”

Sun-sprayed
Vic Faust, WXYZ-TV 

Channel 7 co-anchor 
who served as master of 
ceremonies, remarked 
that once-cloudy skies 
gave way to sunshine as 
Schmitt arrived from a 
pre-rally press confer­
ence at Summit on the 
Park.

Schmitt recalled when

she earned her first gold 
medal in London and 
watched as the American 
flag was raised in cere­
mony.

“It  was something I’ll 
never forget,” she said, 
adding later, "Walking 
away from the Olympics 
with five medals is some­
thing I  never thought 
would happen."

Schmitt credited her 
family, coaches, teachers 
and friends with inspir­
ing her to practice swim­
ming as early as 5:15 a.m. 
and to strive to reach her 
goals.

After her performance 
in London, Schmitt has 
her hopes pinned on the 
2016 Summer Olympics.

"Are we going to root 
for her in Rio de Janeiro?” 
LaJoy asked Hiesday.

The roar of the crowd 
said it all. What’s four 
years? That’s plenty of 
time to plan another cele­
bration.

dclemOhometownlife.com
(313)222-2238

Novartis 
M S  E d u c a t i o n  L i n k

Hear
Mark Silverman, DO

discuss 
information about 

multiple sclerosis (MS) 
and a prescription 
treatment option.

August 28, 2012 6:30pm

Andiamo’s 

21400 Michigan Ave 

Dearborn, Ml 48124
Please RSVP by August 27, 2012 

by calling 800-973-0362.
Light food and beverages served.

I } )  N O V A R T I S

N o v a rt is  P h a rm a ce u tica ls  C o rp o ra tio n  
©2011 Novartis 9/11 T-XMG-1099611

Macy's Optical

5 0
with complete pair purchase

• a l l  f r a m e s

• a l l  l e n s e s

• a l l  l e n s  o p t i o n s

OFFER INCLUDES:
• Transitions® Lenses
• No-Line Bifocals
• Non-Glare Coating
• Polarized Lenses

•Excludes Sunsations.

O u r d o c to r o r  yours -  w e  f ill all p re scrip tions . 
C o n v e n ie n t eye  e xa m t a p p o in tm e n ts  ava ilab le . 

W e accep t m ost vision care plans.

Westland, 734-458-5588 • Oakland, 248-597-2956 
Lakeside, 586-566-2766 •  Twelve Oaks. 248-344-6994

★  th e  m a g ic  o f  *

m a c y s
/ . c o m

REG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. ’Eye exams 
performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Cannot be combined with any other offer, 

vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Sale ends September 5,2012.

For th e  location nearest you, call 1-888-889-EYES
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Thieves targeting cars in Canton

Police believe this may be a suspect in one of sevt 
recent home-related thefts. In this case, the man i 
pected of stealing a gasoline can from a garage.

BREAK-INS
Continued from page A1

police after their two-sto- 
ry home was ransacked 
between 8:10 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. Monday. Miss­
ing items included a video 
camera, a digital camera, 
a .38-caliber Smith & Wes­
son handgun and ammu­
nition. Anyone who knows 
the whereabouts of the 
items — or any suspect 
who may have taken them 
— should call police.

According to a police 
report, one neighbor 
reported a possible Ford 
Escape backing out of the 
driveway by a "rough- 
looking” white female 
who had bleached blonde 
hair, though it’s not cer­
tain the woman was 
involved in the incident.

During roughly the 
same time frame, a home 
invasion was reported to 
have occurred on West­
field Circle, southeast of 
Cherry Hill and Hagger­
ty, where police say items 
such as money, a laptop 
computer and religious 
coins had been taken 
from a two-story home.

Meanwhile, home inva­
sions occurred between 
8 a.m. and noon Aug. 2

and July 30 at what Kale- 
das described as colonial- 
style homes in Canton. 
Both involved the theft of 
jewelry.

The Aug. 2 incident hap­
pened on Metaline Drive, 
southeast of Saltz and Lil- 
ley roads, and the July 30 
home invasion occurred 
on Fleetwood Court, 
southwest of Ford and 
Morton Thylor roads.

Lastly, Colthurst said a 
man believed to have sto­
len a gasoline can from a 
garage on Georgetown, 
near Cherry Hill and 
Lotz, was captured on a 
surveillance camera. The 
incident happened on the 
afternoon of Aug. 2.

Police released a distant 
photo of the possible sus­
pect, described in a police 
report as a 5-foot-9 black 
male in his 20s weighing 
approximately 160 pounds. 
Colthurst said the suspect 
got into what was believed 
to be a two-tone, tan-and- 
green Ford Explorer, pos­
sibly an Eddie Bauer edi­
tion made around 2000.

He was wearing a T- 
shirt, possibly gray, calf- 
length baggy pants or 
gym shorts, loosely tied 
high-top gym shoes and 
possibly a silver watch or 
bracelet on his left wrist.

A rash of larcenies from autos 
has prompted Canton police to 
warn residents to avoid leaving 
their valuables inside vehicles 
where thieves might be tempted to 
steal them.

Several incidents happened last 
weekend in the Sheldon-Hanford 
area, Detective Sgt. Dave Schrein­
er said.

“A lot of times these incidents 
occur in pockets,” he said, “and 
there’s no way to predict when and 
where they’re going to happen.”

The thefts have occurred both 
in residential neighborhoods and

business districts, Schreiner said. 
They often happen when driv­
ers leave their vehicles unlocked, 
though he said criminals also have 
smashed out windows to steal wal­
lets, purses, sunglasses, iPods, cell 
phones, GPS units, briefcases and 
other items they might keep or sell 
for profit.

Schreiner urged residents to 
remove their valuables from vehi­
cles or, at a minimum, hide them 
where they can’t be seen by would- 
be thieves.

“Don’t make it easier than it needs 
to be for your stuff to be stolen,” 
he said. “When you take away the 
temptation to steal, hopefully they 
are going to go away and realize it’s

not a target-rich environment.” 
Even in places that have a com­

paratively low crime rate, police 
say auto owners shouldn’t let down 
their guard by leaving their belong­
ings for the taking.

“We want to take away their abil­
ity to steal,” Schreiner said. “We 
want to have nothing here for them 
to steal. We appreciate when peo­
ple lock up their cars and secure 
their valuables. That makes it bet­
ter for us and our community.” 

Anyone who has information 
about the larcenies from autos is 
asked to call Canton Police at (734) 
394-5400.

CRIM E W ATCH
W a lm a rt h u ff in g

Canton police went to the 
Walmart store on Michi­
gan Avenue west of Bel­
leville Road after an 
employee reported seeing 
a white male suspect huff­
ing — or inhaling — fumes 
from a can of cleaner used 
on computers, keyboards 
and similar equipment.

Police found the man 
sitting in a red Chrevrolet 
Camaro shortly before 1 
p.m. Monday.

A police report indicat­
ed the man appeared to 
be passed out with the 
can in his hand.

The man initially denied 
he was involved in huff­
ing, but later admitted it 
and told police he had been 
doing it for a few weeks, a 
police report said.

The man told police he 
had been attending Alco­
holics Anonymous meet­
ings and that he is retired 
and bored, the police 
report said.

Police cited him under a 
local ordinance that pro­
hibits incidents such as 
huffing.

la s e r  t im e
Canton police had to 

fire a Taser gun to cap­
ture a man who first led 
police on a car chase and 
then tried to flee on foot, 
a police report said.

The incident started 
shortly after 12:30 a.m. 
Aug. 8 when an officer 
spotted a Pontiac Sunfire, 
with a brake light not 
working, traveling north 
on Haggerty Road near 
Ford, the report said.

The vehicle exceeded 
the speed limit and turned 
onto Old Haggerty, a dirt- 
and-gravel road, without 
signaling and then speed­
ing at 40 mph in the 25 
mph zone, the report said.

Police said the driv­
er ignored an attempt 
to stop him, but another 
officer pulled in front of 
the suspect’s vehicle as it 
approached Old Hagger­
ty and Warren.

An officer got out of 
his patrol car and pulled 
his pistol as a precaution, 
ordering the suspect out 
of his car. He initially act­
ed suspiciously and then 
began running away, final­
ly prompting an officer to 
fire a Ibser gun to capture 
him, the police report said.

The man allegedly told 
police he was running

I CAN MAKE ANYONE 
LOSE WEIGHT!

That may sound like a bold statement, but that's how 
confident I am in our weight loss program. Not on ly can I 
make you lose w eight, I can sho w  you how  to  keep it 
o f f  fo reverl In 22 years of practice I have found that 
helping people lose weight and keep it o ff is the ope single 
thing that has the potential to create the most numerous 
changes in overall health problems.

If you are like most people, you have probably lost weight 
in the past only to gain it back and then some. The old yo­
yo dieting syndrome. There is a reason for that and I'll 
show you what it is. There is no gimmick o r quick fix that 
will ever make you lose weight permanently. This is  the 
REAL THING!

I know there is a good chance you are dealing with Type 
II Diabetes, High Blood Pressure, High Cholesterol, 
Hypothyroidism, joint pain and possibly a number o f other 
health conditions. Come spend one ho u r w ith  me and I'll 
show  you how  you may be able to  com p le te ly  rid  
you rse lf o f Type II Diabetes, and po ss ib ly  th ro w  away 
you r b lood pressure and cho leste ro l d rugs forever. 
Whether you want to lose that last 10 pounds o r you NEED 
to lose 100 lbs. or more, I can show you how to do it.

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT LOSING 
WEIGHT THIS YEAR, DO NOT MISS 
THIS FREE ONE-HOUR SEMINAR!!!

My goal for this year is to help as many people as 
possible to reach their goal weight and reclaim their 
lives! Will you be one of them? If you are suffering with a 
weight problem or any of the related illnesses that go 
along w ith it, don't wait another minute. Let me help you 
out. This seminar could literally change your life the way 
that it has for so many people just like you.

If you are dealing with a weight problem I sincerely want to help 
you get your life back. Are you frustrated with trying so many 
gimmicks and still dealing with weight issues? Are you sick of 
the hype and false hope? Have you given up on losing weight? 
If you are serious about losing your weight once and for all, 
then call to reserve your seat right now This one hour seminar 
could be the beginning o f a new life for you. Don’t miss it!

Greg Kramer, D.C., 
D.A.A.M.L.P.

Diplomat American Academy of 
Medical Legal Professionals. 

Studies under nation’s leading 
Chiropractic Neurologist.

L is ten  to  w h a t ju s t  a few  
o f  m y pa tien ts  have to  
say:
-  L o st 22  in ches in 6

w eeks.
-  L o st 55  p o u nd s  in 12

weeks.
-  "I h av e n e v e r b een  a 

s ize  4  but now  I  a m  a  
s ize  2. ”

-  "I n ev er k n e w  ea ting  
h ea lth y tas te d  this 
good  o r I w ou ld  h ave  
do n e it  ye a rs  ago"

-  "I h av e m o re  energy  
a n d  fee l g rea t"

-  H u sb an d  a n d  wife team  
to gether lost 200  
pounds.

Saturday, August 18th 
at 11:00 a.m.

Livonia Charles Towne Office Center 
34441 Eight Mile Rd.» Suite 116

248-615-1533
SEATING IS LIMITED, SO CALL TO 
RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY!!
RS.: This will be my biggest weight loss seminar of the year and 
will book up fast. Don’t be left out. Call now to reserve your spot. 

w w w .L ivo n ia S p in e A n d H e a lth .co m

because he had warrants 
for his arrest and had 
marijuana in his pocket. 
He said he was running 
toward his girlfriend’s 
house to see her before 
he went back to jail, 
according to police.

A  search of the man 
revealed marijuana, a 
police report said. He also 
had warrants for his arrest 
out of Canton for being 
disorderly and providing 
false information to police.

He was taken into custody.

Scene s tea le r
Canton police tracked 

down a driver who admit­
ted he hit a truck but 
left the scene at Fellows 
Creek Golf Course while 
he was calling in an order 
for Bray’s Hamburgers, a 
police report said.

Police received a call 
about 7:20 p.m. Aug. 9 
that a man’s Ford F-150 
had been struck by anoth­
er Ford F-150 while it was 
parked at the golf course, 
on Lotz Road north of 
Michigan Avenue.

The victim was golfing 
but was informed of the 
incident by someone else.

Canton police ran a 
license plate for the driv­
er who left the scene and 
learned he lived in West­
land, the police report 
said. They caught up with 
him, and he explained he 
wasn’t paying attention 
when he hit the truck.

The suspect told police 
he had gone into the club­
house to try to locate the 
other driver but was unsuc­
cessful, though the police 
report indicated his story 
was refuted by others.

The suspect was cit­
ed for failing to provide 
identification at the scene 
of the accident.

H o m e invaders
Canton police are con­

tinuing to warn residents 
to secure their valuables 
following a recent rash of 
home invasions and larce­
nies from autos.

An incident on Green­
wood Drive, northwest of 
Ford and Haggerty, lends 
credence to the warnings.

A man contacted police 
Saturday to report that 
someone had gone in his 
garage, which was open, 
to steal a GPS unit out of 
his minivan, which was 
unlocked.

G arag e  th e fts
A man told police items 

such as a miter saw, a chain- 
saw, two sets of golf clubs, 
an air compressor and base­
ball gloves were stolen 
from his garage on Spring­
field, southeast of Cherry 
Hill and Denton, sometime 
prior to 3 p.m. Friday.

The man told police the 
door to his garage door to 
his three-car garage had 
been left open.

Compiled by Staff Writer 
Darrell Clem from Canton 
Police Department reports.

THINKING ABOUT...
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Free Estimates 
Our 38th Vear/

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA

734-525-1!

http://www.LivoniaSpineAndHealth.com
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New art event creates 
downtown Plymouth buzz

Painters, potters, jew- 
elry-makers, photogra­
phers and other artists 
visited downtown Plym­
outh on Saturday to give 
art lovers an intimate 
look at their work.

Art About Town, orga­
nized by downtown busi­
ness owners and the 
Plymouth Community 
Chamber of Commerce, 
featured some 30 art­
ists, from a variety of 
media, who set up their 
easels and workbenches 
at downtown shops and 
eateries, allowing the 
public to watch and ask 
questions as they drew, 
painted or shaped clay 
— and talked about their 
art.

The event, which 
evolved from previous 
downtown art strolls, 
also included street 
musicians and chalk 
reproductions, on the 
sidewalks, of well-known 
masterpiece paintings, 
such as Vincent Van 
Gogh's Starry Night and 
Paul Cezanne’s Apples 
In A Basket. Some busi­
nesses offered hands-on 
art projects for kids.

In contrast to last 
month’s Art in the Park, 
one of the busiest art 
fairs in the state, with 
artists from across the 
country, Art About Town 
was a low-key, less- 
crowded event celebrat­
ing local art.

“We’re actually able to 
park close in .... We’re 
not as crowded,” said 
Kate Barkley of West­
land, who attended with 
her fiance, Scott Bar- 
ritt, and children Char­
lie and Jackson Barkley 
and McKenzie Barritt. 
Barkley said the event

BILL BRESIER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Bethany Grysko, of D and M Art Studio in Canton, renders 
a chalk version of "Apples In A Basket" by Cezanne, in 
front of Dearborn Jewelers on Ann Arbor Trail.

seemed like a good way 
to soak up some Plym­
outh atmosphere without 
the crowds and pressure 
that come with major 
events.

“Art makes the world 
go 'round. Keeps people 
happy,” said potter Les- 
lyn Rank, who was mak­
ing clay tiles at Hands 
On Leather on Forest.

Rank, of Westland, 
has been a member of 
Plymouth’s Village Pot­
ters Guild for about 
two years and has been 
making tiles for about a 
year. At a bench in a cor­
ner at Hands On Leath­
er — owner Nancy Ball 
is a longtime friend 
— she pounded white 
clay into plaster molds 
that she had previously 
carved to make decora­
tive tiles depicting owls 
and giraffes. A display 
of her tiles — many with 
animal themes — was 
nearby.

Rank has a degree in 
graphic design but said 
she likes the utilitarian 
nature of pottery.

"People can touch 
the stuff, use it in their 
everyday lives, drink 
coffee out of a cup I

Olympic dream

make,” she said.
Next to Rank, Ball’s 

husband Mike, a syn­
dicated humor colum­
nist and musician, enter­
tained browsers with 
a song, accompanying 
himself on guitar, and 
talked about his columns 
and books, which were 
offered for sale.

“We didn’t know what 
to expect, but I  like 
it,” Nancy Ball said of 
Art About Town. With 
many people typical­
ly on trips or busy with 
back-to-school shopping 
in August, she said, the 
event livened up what 
could have been a sleepy 
retail Saturday.

“I ’m quite pleased,” 
said Colleen Cannon, 
the owner of Tranqui- 
liTea, the tea shop on 
Ann Arbor Trail. Can­
non, who displayed some 
of her own pottery 
dishes, platters and wall 
sconces — at the store 
and also hosted a tea 
tasting, said the event 
had brought people in. 
“Everything’s worked 
out really well.”

With dreams of appearing in the 2014 Winter Olympics in Russia, ice-dancing siblings Maia 
and Alex Shibutani took time from their training at Canton's Arctic Edge Ice Arena to talk 
with fans at the Canton Public Library, where they signed autographs and drew names for 
prizes during a program at the Canton Public Library sponsored by the library and Can­
ton's Arctic Edge Ice Arena, where the pair trains. In 2011, the Shibutanis became the first 
ice dance team in U.S. history to win a medal — bronze — at the World Championships in 
their debut senior season. They also took the silver medal at the U.S. Championships and 
Four Continents Championships behind their training mates, American pair Meryl Davis 
and Charlie White, 2010 Olympic silver medalists.

Summit on the Park 
i s  O p e n i n g  

I t s  D o o r s  

T o  A L L

Canton Residents!

FREE
Canton Community Day 

Thursday, August 23, 2012 
5:30 a.m. - 10p.m.

Show valid proof o f residency and take advantage o f all 
these great features and amenities so close to home:

• Fitness Center • Aquatic Center’s Open Swim Times 
from 12:30-3:30pm &  7-8:45pm • Indoor Track

Gymnasium Free Times from 8:30am-3:30pm 
I j f A U j  • Sauna &  Steam Room • Racquetball Court 

• Senior Center • Kids’ Comer Child Care

S U M M IT  46000 Summit Parkway • Canton, M I 48188 
on  the park www.summitonthepark.org* 734/394-5460

T D C
Member of Cecchetti Council of America 

Providing Qualify Dance Education to Canton and Surrounding Communities for 18 Years

All adult 
certified
teaching staff 
No annual
registration fees! 
Affordable costumes 

Reasonable recital tickets 
Annual trophies for attendance

REG I SiTiRMlI O'N@MLi
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Mike Jacobson, sous chef, was staffing the sampling table for Mitchell's Fish Market at last year's culinary extravagan­
za. Mitchell's of Livonia will return to Culinary 2012.

Wine vendors throughout the state will offer samples at 
this year's event In addition, vintner Lee Hershey will 
share his knowledge of wine at a special tasting seminar 
scheduled that day.

Sample fine food, wine, desserts to aid student scholarships
I f  you enjoy fine food, 

wine and desserts save 
this date — Sunday, Sept 
23.

The 21st annual School­
craft College Culinary 
Extravaganza is planned 
from 2-5 p.m. in the 
VislhTech Center on Hag­
gerty Road, just south of 
Seven Mile Road. Restau­
rants, pastry shops and 
area beverage vendors 
will offer up some of the 
finest culinary delicacies 
and products found in any 
one place.

The event raises money 
for scholarships and plays 
a vital role in providing 
needed support for stu­
dents pursuing an educa­
tion at Schoolcraft.

Kristina Mayer, an offi­
cer of the Schoolcraft Col­
lege Foundation Board of 
Governors, is chairing the 
event for the third consec­
utive year.

Mayer says the gener­
osity of event sponsors is 
vital to the foundation's 
fund raising efforts. May­
er, vice president and 
branch manager of Bank 
of Ann Arbor’s Plym­
outh Ibwnship office, 
heads a group of more 
than 20 community and 
college members work­
ing on this year's event. 
Many more volunteers — 
including many School­
craft students — are help­
ing behind the scenes to 
deliver the best possible 
experience for culinary

D E TA ILS :
What The 21st annual 
Schoolcraft College Culi- 
naiy Extravaganza

2-5 p.m. Sunday,
Sept 23

: Schoolcraft 
College's VisTaTech Cen- 

Haggerty Road, 
just south of Seven Mile 
Road
Cost Individual tickets 
to the event are $50 per 
person ($20 of which is 
charitable contribution) 
Contact (734)462-4518 
or visit www.schoolcraft. 
edu/foundation

Culinary extravaganza is known for its wide ranging offering of luscious desserts. Luscious desserts are among the many samples offered tc 
those attending the Schoolcraft Culinary Extravaganza.

patrons.
Sponsor packages range 

from $300 to $5,000 and 
are still welcome. All 
sponsor packages include 
company name and logo 
in the event program, 
on the Schoolcraft elec­
tronic sign, in a special 
Thank You advertisement 
in the Observer & Eccen­
tric Newspapers and com­
plimentary event tick­
ets. Platinum ($5,000), dia­
mond ($2,500) and gold 
($1,000) sponsorships 
also include admission to 
a pre-event VIP private 
reception one hour before 
the public event.

Individual tickets to the 
event are $50 per person 
($20 of which is a charita­
ble contribution).

The event highlights the 
culinary talents of metro 
area restaurants, pastry 
shops and beverage ven­
dors. Guests can sample a 
variety of fine food, wine, 
beverages and desserts in 
one afternoon.

This year’s event will 
feature more than 50 food/ 
beverage stations, a silent 
auction, raffle prizes and 
seminars on wine-tasting 
and healthy foods (pre­
sented by master chef 
Jeff Gabriel).

Food and beverage ven­
dors include Sive Res­
taurant — The Inn at St. 
John’s, Plymouth; Black 
Star Farms, Suttons Bay; 
Black Dilip Grille, Wixom; 
Cadillac Coffee Company, 
Madison Heights; Coffee 
Express Company, Plym­
outh; Dream Cakes, Com­
merce Ibwnship; McCor­
mick/360 Vodka, Michi­
gan Grape & Wine Indus­
try Council, Mitchell’s 
Fish Market, Livonia; Old 
World Olive Press, Plym­
outh; Something Choco­
late, Birmingham; Steve 
& Rocky’s, Novi; The Sar­
dine Room, Plymouth;

Vintner's Cellar Canton 
Winery, The Elite Cater­
ing Company, Livonia; 
Wisteria Bakehaus, West 
Bloomfield

Vine2Wine Custom Win­
ery of Northville and 
Zumba Mexican Grille, 
Royal Oak.

Raffle prizes include: 
$1,000 cash (grand prize); 
$500 cash (second prize) 
and $250 cash (third and 
fourth prize). Dinner for 
two at the American Har­
vest Restaurant rounds 
out the fifth, sixth and sev­
enth raffle prizes. Tickets 
are $5 each or three for 
$10. Winners need not be

present to win.
In addition to food, 

eventgoers can bid on a 
variety of silent auction 
items including entertain­
ment and sport packag­
es. All proceeds from the 
event benefit the School­
craft College Foundation, 
a 501(cX3) organization 
providing scholarships for 
students, including those 
in the college’s renowned 
culinary arts program.

Tb purchase tickets and/ 
or learn more about spon­
sorships or donate a silent 
auction item call (734) 462- 
4518 or visit www.school- 
craft.edu/foundatioa

http://www.schoolcraft


online at hometownlife.com LO CAL NEWS Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, August 16,2012 (CP) A7

Crowds jam big top 
for circus atmosphere

Colin and Keeghan Burns, 5 
and 9 years old, enjoy their 
cotton candy. They are 
from Livonia.

As a child care worker 
for the Penrickton Cen­
ter for the Blind in Tay­
lor, Jessica Ball knows 
how important contribu­
tions from the Plymouth 
Lions Club are to the cen­
ter’s operation.

On TUesday, she and 
some of her kids from 
the center got a chance to 
witness up-close where 
those contributions come 
from.

Ball was one of some 
900 people who attend­
ed the first performance 
TUesday of the Kelly Mill­
er circus, sponsored for 
two shows by the Plym­
outh Lions Club. And she 
was glad to be there.

“It’s very important for 
the kids to get out,” Ball 
said. “They get to expe­
rience different things 
they may not get to expe­
rience otherwise.”

What they witnessed 
was Kelly Miller's brand 
of circus, which featured

Mike Wozny and daughter Emma, 5, waiting in line for the 
Kelly Miller Circus.

elephants, horses, llamas, 
camels, clowns and inter- 
national circus stars as 
Kelly Miller celebrates 
its 74th year.

The Plymouth stop is 
part of a 10,000-mile jour­
ney that will see the cir­
cus perform in some 200 
cities through October.

The performances act 
as a fund-raiser for the 
Plymouth Lions, who use 
the proceeds they earn to

fund their outreach pro­
grams, including their 
efforts in partnership 
with the Penrickton Cen­
ter.

“We spend it back 
into the community on 
many community ori­
ented projects,” said 
Fred Field, who served 
as the Lions' circus co- 
chairman. “Many of us 
remember as children 
attending a circus with

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Four-year-old Julia Sokolowski of Livonia rides an elephant at the Kelly Miller Circus. She 
attended the circus with her mom, Meghan Sokolowski.

theme

gening

painted

Myler of 
Livonia.

our parents, and tak­
ing our children to a cir­
cus. We want to continue 
these memories for the 
next generation.”

Ball and her kids 
enjoyed the circus, and 
appreciate the Lions’ con­
tinued generosity.

“They make a lot of 
donations, and they help 
us out a lot,” Ball said. 
“(The Lions) are very 
important to the work we 
do."

A u to  w o rkers...have  you been 
offered the  op tion  to  receive a lum p 
sum paym en t fro m  y o u r employer?

I  Call us today to talk about what 
I  options m ay be right for you.F Im & M  A m e n p n se

■  Michael K. Klassa, Fiminc
■  CFP,*CtlFC,* CRPC,*

Financial Advisor___________________
37677 Pembroke Ave. •  Uvonia, Ml 48152 •  73 4-43 2-6 490

WE STILL HAVE
SEATS  

AVAILABLE  
•  •  •

SOUTH POINTE 
SCHOLARS
10550 Geddes Road
Comer of Geddes and Ridge Road

Can 8 6 6 -N H A -E n r o ll
Or visit SouthPointeScholars.org

I

APPLY TODAY /1 C \
School starts September 4, 2012

j jo R T H V lL L E  
fT T lU M B E R .C O M
L A - l l f  SINCE 1845 • 248-349-0220

Um u s  1>eckf!
■LIKE A  LUMBERYARD SHOULD BE"

.SALES AT SUNSET
THURSDAY, AUGUST 16 

6 p m -8 p m

T O D A Y
H u g e  S to r e -w id e  S a le  

I n d u s tr y  V en d o rs  
I n -h o m e  S a le s  V en d o rs  

L o c a l V e n d o rs  
R e fr e s h m e n ts  • D o o r  P r iz e s

B rin g  yo u r g irlfr ie n d s , yo u r m other, 
yo u r daughter, y o u r s ister, your...

S O U T H
P O IN T E
S C H O L A R S
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C A N TO N  BUSINESS BRIEFS
IT 'S  Y O U R  B U S IN E S S  Q & A

N e w  b r o k e r
Coldwell Banker Weir 

Manuel announced that 
John Farhat has joined 
its Birmingham office 
branch.

Farhat has been 
involved in the housing 
industry most of his life, 
starting his career in the 
construction business. He 
also spent several years 
working in the lending 
industry, and eventual­
ly obtained his real estate 
license. John has a spe­
cial concentration in Roy­
al Oak properties.

He was drawn to 
CBWM specifically 
because of the manage­
ment, strategic use of 
technology and its for­
ward-thinking business 
culture.

" I am excited John is 
now on our team," said 
Kelly Sweeney, CBWM 
CEO. “Our chents will 
benefit from his experi­
ence in the lending and 
building industries, as 
well as his extensive bro­
kerage expertise.”

A lls ta te  honors
Allstate Insurance Com­

pany has recognized All­
state agency owners 
Bruce Lamb and Joseph 
Pacut for high standards 
in customer satisfac­
tion, customer retention 
and profitability. They 
are now two of the top 
Allstate agencies in the 
nation in auto, proper­
ty and commercial insur­
ance and financial ser­
vice sales.

These agencies have 
achieved the distinc- . 
live Allstate Honor Ring 
award based on their 2011 
achievements in serv-

Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel announced that John Farhat 
has joined its Birmingham office branch.

ing customers and driv­
ing successful business 
results. For more than 60 
years, the Honor Ring has 
been Allstate’s symbol 
of outstanding achieve­
ment and honorees have 
proven to be champions 
in growing their agen­
cies and serving Allstate 
customers. These agents’ 
dedication to customers 
and the community has 
allowed them to achieve 
this honor.

“It ’s a tremendous hon­
or to earn an invitation 
to be a part of Allstate’s 
Honor Ring,” Lamb and 
Pacut said. “Our agen­
cies are fully commit­
ted to helping custom­
ers meet their protec­
tion and retirement needs 
throughout the year and 
we’re proud of the recog­
nition from Allstate.”

Bruce Lamb is located 
at 1722 South Lilley Road 
and can be reached at 
(734)844-7000.

Joseph Pacut is located 
at 43679 Michigan Ave. 
and can be reached at 
(734)895-8123.

D ia m o n d  lessons
Selecting the'one ring 

that makes an engage­
ment or marriage official 
can be a lot of pressure. 
Showroom of Elegance,. 
a jewelry boutique locat­
ed at 6018 Canton Cen­
ter in Canton, is hoping to 
educate those seeking the 
down-low on diamonds 
with a free class called 
Diamond 101.

On Thursday, Sept. 20, 
from 6-7:30 p.m., wed- 
ding-bound couples can 
stop in for a presenta­
tion from diamond expert 
Rick Gouthro, owner 
of Diamond Emotions. 
Refreshments and sweet 
treats will be available 
for people attending the 
Diamond 101 class.

Anyone interested in 
diamonds may attend.
Tb RSVP for this event 
please contact info® 
mpgenterprises.com or 
call Showroom of Ele­
gance at (734) 207-1906. 
You may also visit www. 
showroomofelegance.com 
for information regarding 
other upcoming events.

Full Assistance w ith  
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 
in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering &  Alzheimer's residents

•  H ighly C om petitive Inc lusive Rates
•  24 Hour Professional Staffing
• Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free
• 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day
• On-Call Nurse Practitioner
• Medication Management
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
• Beauty & Barber Shop
• Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

Sharer Design works on remodeling projects like this kitchen from beginning to end.

Firm designs  
start to  fin ish

Accredited by MANS / A School of Distinction

a jL  St. Michael Catholic School
Why Choose St. Michael School?

» Deep Fa 
Solid Academic Foun
Wide Variety of Extra-Curriculars and Tradition

need Technology

O penings A va ilab le
If you are interested in learning more about St. Michael School 

contract us to schedule a tour.
There are openings in grades K-5, 7 

(734) 261-1455 ext. 226

• w C  - 11311 Hubbard • Livonia, Ml • 48150 • (734) Z 
www.livoniastmichael.org

alesl th ings w e provide

8121 Lilley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187
(located between Joy & Wairen Roads)

Observer: Tell us about your 
business, including the types 
of services and/or products 
you feature?

Sharer Design: Shar­
er Design Group is a full 
service remodeling firm  
which takes your proj­
ect from design to com­
pletion, in a timely fash­
ion. Sharer Design Group 
offers three different 
lines of custom cabine­
try including our origi­
nal line, Sharer Cabine­
try, designed by Justin 
Sharer.

Observer: How did you first 
decide to open your business?

Sharer Design: I  have 
spent my entire profes­
sional career in the design 
industry. After obtaining 
a degree in architectur­
al construction technolo­
gy, I  began my career as 
an apprentice with a cus­
tom remodeling compa­
ny in Dearborn. I  stud­
ied closely with masters 
of the trade and learned 
every facet of the kitchen 
and bath design industry, 
from cabinet making to 
design to project manage­
ment. I  went on to become 
a licensed residential 
builder and lead design­
er at the company. In Jan­
uary 2012,1 opened Shar­
er Design Group LLC in 
downtown Plymouth. My 
passion has always been 
to create spaces home­
owners can enjoy and 
now I  get to do it every­
day at Sharer Design 
Group.

Observer: Why did you 
choose Plymouth?

Sharer Design: Grow­
ing up in the Plymouth- 
Canton area, I  have 
always wanted a busi­
ness in downtown Plym-

SHARER DESIGN GROUP
Business name: Sharer Design Group, Plymouth 
Your name and title: Justin Sharer, owner/creative 
director
Your hometown: Canton 
Business opened when: January 2012 
Number of Employees: 2
Hours of operation: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to  5 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Your business specialty: We specialize in custom 
kitchen and bathroom remodeling. We also have a full 
interior design sen/ice.
Business phone | website: (734) 582-96601 www.shar- 
erdesigngroup.com

outh. Plymouth is a great 
place to live and work.
I t  is always great to see 
the friendly people walk­
ing by waving to the dogs 
getting water and treats 
in front of our showroom. 
We look forward to hav­
ing Sharer Design Group 
in Plymouth for many 
years.

Observer: What makes your 
business unique?

Sharer Design: We offer 
a custom designed line of 
cabinetry, Sharer Cabine­
try, that you can only get 
from us. This line of cabi­
netry has door styles you 
cannot find anywhere 
else. Another thing that 
is unique is that you work 
with only one person for 
the entire remodel. This 
makes the remodeling 
process easier from start 
to finish without won­
dering who to contact, 
or who is coming to your 
home today.

Observer How has the 
business changed since it 
opened?

Sharer Design: Since 
opening in January 2012 
we have already had 
some great changes from 
introducing our origi­

nal line of custom Shar­
er Cabinetry, to new dis­
plays being installed this 
year, to great business 
relationships with other 
companies in Plymouth.

Observer How has the 
recent economy affected your 
business?

Sharer Design: This 
has been a great year for 
kitchen and bath remod­
eling. We are seeing more 
people putting money 
into their home for the 
future instead of moving. 
We have also been seeing 
more basement remodels 
to give homeowners more 
livable space.

Observer Any advice for 
other business owners?

Sharer Design: Work 
hard and have fun. There 
is nothing better than see­
ing the smiles on custom­
ers faces.

Observer What does the 
future hold for your business?

Sharer Design: There 
are a lot of exciting 
things in Sharer Design 
Group’s future. We have 
new displays going into 
our showroom in 2012.
We will be expanding the 
Sharer Cabinetry line 
with more designs.

C A N T O N  CH AM BER CHAT

(734 ) 453-3203
w w w .C rystalC reekA ssistedLiv ing.com

hometownlife jfjj. com 

U  LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

C h a m b e r luncheon

The next Canton Chamber of Com­
merce luncheon is set for 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 5, at the Summit on 
the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway.

Guest speaker will be a representative 
from Oakwood Hospital. Sponsors are 
Community Financial and Schoolcraft 
College.

Cost is $25 for members (advance reg­
istration) and $30 at the door or for non­
members. Reservations are required, 
call the chamber office at (734) 4534040 
or email admin@cantonchamber.com.

G o lf o u tin g
Each year the Canton Chamber of 

Commerce hosts an Annual Golf Out­
ing, and this year’s takes place Thurs­
day, Sept. 13, at Pheasant Run Golf Club 
of Canton. This event is open to the pub­
lic and there are various packages avail­
able for purchase.

•  Team Sponsor $2,500 -  Includes 
Company name on all advertising, rec­
ognition in all weekly emails and arti­
cles promoting event, banner with com­
pany name listed as sponsor at event, 
sponsor recognition on Chamber web­
site, reserved table with signage and 
recognition at dinner, golf shirts with 
your logo for all your team members,

golf for four including 18 holes of golf 
w/cart, continental breakfast, lunch at 
the turn, beverages on the course and 
dinner.

•  Golf for Four Package, $600 - 
Includes golf with cart for four, con­
tinental breakfast, lunch at the turn, 
buffet dinner, prizes, gift package and 
more.

•  Golf for Four Sponsorship Pack­
age, $650 - Includes golf for four with 
cart and a hole Sponsorship, continental 
breakfast, lunch at the turn, buffet din­
ner, prizes, gift package, signage at the 
course, recognition at the dinner.

•  Individual Golf, $150- Includes golf 
with cart, continental breakfast, lunch 
at the turn, buffet dinner, prizes, gift 
package, and more.

• Dinner Only, $35.
The Ryder Cup style format was a big 

hit last year with team Barone being the 
big winner. The Chamber Cup focus­
es on the larger team accomplishment. 
Teams are formed and pairings are cre­
ated where everyone is on a level play­
ing field for two 9-hole match plays. 
This allows all golfers, regardless of 
their skill level, to contribute points for 
their team in the hopes of winning the 
Canton Chamber Cup.

For more information call the cham­
ber at (734) 4534040.

Check us o u t on th e  W eb every day a t  hom e to w n life .co m

http://www.livoniastmichael.org
http://www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com
mailto:admin@cantonchamber.com
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Botsford Commons hosts forum on senior living
Botsford Commons 

Senior Community will 
present its “Living the 
Fullness of L ife” pro­
gram 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 28, 
in the Vis-Ta-Tech Cen­
ter at Schoolcraft Col­
lege, 18600 Haggerty

Road, Livonia.
The program will 

provide information on 
aging safely and other 
resources for seniors.

“Living the Fullness 
of L ife” includes infor­
mal presentations by 
Botsford Commons and

its affiliates; “Aging 
and Fitness to Drive" 
by Dr. Richard Young, 
Ph.D of Wayne State 
University; "Healthy 
Aging” by geriatri­
cian Dr. Annette Car- 
ron; “Brain Fitness” by 
Diane Zide; and “Get­

ting Your Documents 
in Order; Community 
Resources” by Dawn 
Doyle.

Space is lim ited. Call 
(734) 462-4443 for pay­
ment and registration  
information.

Botsford Commons

Senior Community is 
a non-profit corpora­
tion providing housing 
and service options for 
seniors on a 30-acre 
campus in Farmington 
Hills.

S pa ce  is  
l im ite d .  C a ll  
(7 3 4 ) 4 6 2 -4 4 4 3  
fo r  p a y m e n t  
a n d  re g is t ra t io n  
in fo r m a t io n .

Schuette  crim e bill 
passes H ouse Ju d ic ia ry

t

Barefoot Productions presents "Food, Glorious Food" Saturday night.

Food featured in 
Barefoot production Terry Bowling, under Attorney General Schuette's 

proposal, would have faced a possible minimum of 25 
years in prison after his fourth conviction for armed 
robbery in 1999, which occurred more than 10 years be­
fore Livonia Police Officer Larry Nehasil was killed in the 
line of duty. Bowling was convicted of second-degree 
murder in the Nehasil case.

Everyone likes to eat, 
but the folks at Barefoot 
Productions in Plymouth 
believe hearing about 
food can be just as good.

That’s why they believe 
participants may be sali­
vating at “Food, Glorious 
Food,” Saturday, Aug.
18, at the Barefoot Pro­
ductions theater, 240 N. 
Main in Plymouth (near 
the railroad tracks). 
Local actors and actress­
es will serve an evening 
of essays, poems, come­
dic skits, short stories 
and songs of good taste - 
all about food.

Performers include 
Anne Cahalan of Detroit, 
Betty Berryman of Can­
ton, Chad D’Aigle of 
Northville, Christine 
Steves of Woodhaven, 
Laena Bradley of Livo­
nia, Lauren Berryman 
of Farmington Hills, 
Nathan Corliss of Can­
ton and Valerie Haas of

Families in Zambia, 
Africa, walk an average 
of six kilometers a day to 
collect water. After trav­
eling this distance, the 
water they find is often 
dirty and disease-rid­
den. Yet, they still drink 
the water, compromising 
their health, because it’s 
all they have to survive.

At 9 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 
8, the Thirst For Life SK 
Walk/Run will be held 
in Bicentennial Park in 
Livonia.

One hundred percent 
of the money raised from 
this event will be used 
towards building wells in 
the villages of Mayo and 
Hamandu in Zambia.

A group of people from 
NorthRidge Church in 
Plymouth decided to 
organize this 5 K  Run/ 
Walk to help raise funds 
for these projects. The 
church recently launched 
a long-term project (a 
10-15 year plan working 
towards self-sufficien-

Inkster.
But that is not all for 

the evening. For des­
sert, audience members 
will be treated to jazz 
music from The Adam 
Dib Quartet, topped with 
dancing. For the first 
time, the Barefoot stage 
will transform to a dance 
floor.

Members of the Adam 
Dib Quartet include 
Michael Webber (gui­
tar), Josh Bartelomeo 
(bass), Theodore Roberts 
(drums) and Adam Dib 
(saxophone). The quar­
tet, all involved with the 
Wayne State Universi­
ty jazz studies program, 
has been performing 
together in the Detroit 
area for three years. 
Accompanying the quar­
tet for this performance 
is David Alexander on 
piano and Denzel Mau­
rice on trombone.

Upcoming events at

cy) in these communities 
through a partnership 
with World Vision.

World Vision is a Chris­
tian relief and develop­
ment organization dedi­
cated to helping children, 
families and communities 
worldwide reach their 
full potential by tackling 
the causes of poverty and 
injustice.

“What inspired the idea 
was that a group of peo­
ple within the church 
decide to train and partic­
ipate in the Chicago Mar­
athon to raise money for 
these projects in Zambia. 
We wanted to allow those 
folks that aren’t mara­
thon runners to get in 
the spirit too,” explained 
event organizer Donna 
Hammar.

“It  is fantastic how 
many people have opened 
their hearts and have 
come forth wanting to 
participate in this effort.”

Organizer TVacy Vasi- 
loff encouraged Thirst

Barefoot include “Opera 
Chat” by noted lectur­
er Louis Brown for Un 
Ballo in Maschera (The 
Masked Ball), Improv 
at Barefoot featuring 
Some Kind of Players, 
Josh White Jr. Concert, 
Sleepy Hollow, Driving 
Miss Daisy and A Christ­
mas Carol, A Narrative. 
More details are avail­
able at justgobarefoot. 
com.

Tickets for “Food, Glo­
rious Food” are $15. 
However, if  you bring in 
a recipe, you will receive 
$5 off your ticket price. 
Recipes will be used for 
the first Barefoot Pro­
ductions Cookbook, so 
be sure to put your name 
and city on the recipe 
card.

RSVP by calling the 
box office at (734) 560- 
1493. Tickets can also be 
purchased at the door or 
at justgobarefoot.com.

For Life 5K Walk/Run 
participants to bring the 
whole family. Children 12 
and under can participate 
in the one mile Fun Run, 
earning a medal when 
they cross the finish line.

Peter Nielsen, fitness 
expert and host of “Peter 
Principles” on WXYZ-TV 
Detroit Channel 7, will be 
there sharing his princi­
ples for living a healthy 
lifestyle.

Registration begins at 
7:45 a.m. and the race 
begins at 9 a.m. Bicenten­
nial Park is between Gill 
and Newburgh on Seven 
Mile Road.

Entry fees before Sept. 
5 are $25 with a T-shirt, 
$15 without a T-shirt; $20 
after Sept. 5 and race day, 
and $10 for the kids’ fun 
run. Any leftover T-shirts 
will be sold for $10 on 
race day.

For more informa­
tion and to register, go to 
www.ThirstForLifeSk. 
org.

Attorney General Bill 
Schuette’s central crime 
legislation, known as 
Violent Offense-Fourth 
Felony or VO-4, passed 
from the Michigan 
House Judiciary Com­
mittee Wednesday. The 
VO-4 plan allows prose­
cutors to require a min­
imum 25-year sentence 
for certain repeat crim­
inals who have commit­
ted four felonies while 
progressing to more vio­
lent crimes.

Schuette’s team, led 
by Director of Public 
Affairs Rusty Hills, tes­
tified at Wednesday’s 
hearing and was joined 
by Linda Nehasil, wid­
ow of Livonia Police 
Officer Larry Nehasil, 
Detroit Police Officer 
Arthur Matthews, Sagi­
naw County Prosecutor 
Mike Thomas and Cass 
County Prosecutor Vic­
tor Fitz.

The committee report­
ed a house version of 
the bill by a vote of 11- 
1, with three members 
abstaining. The legis­
lation now heads to the 
House floor for consid­
eration.

“Tbday the House 
Judiciary Commit­
tee advanced legisla­
tion crafted to target 
the worst of the worst: 
repeat violent offend­
ers,” said Schuette. 
“This legislation will 
break the cycle of vio­
lent crime by remov­
ing the most danger­
ous offenders from our 
streets.

“Public safety is the 
first priority of govern­
ment, and VO-4 moves 
the needle in a positive 
direction, toward safer 
communities.”

Senate Bill 1109, intro­
duced by Senate Judi­
ciary Committee Chair­
man Rick Jones (R- 
Grand Ledge), would 
implement the VO-4 
sentencing reform by 
strengthening Michi­
gan’s Habitualization 
Law. The legislation tar­
gets the worst repeat 
violent offenders by 
establishing a prison 
sentence of at least 25 
years for a select group 
of repeat violent crimi­

nals convicted of a seri­
ous violent crime after 
being convicted of three 
prior felonies, at least 
one of which was a vio­
lent assaultive crime.

During his testimo­
ny, Hills gave examples 
of convicted murderers 
with long rap sheets who 
would have been behind 
bars and been unable 
to commit murders had 
the tougher VO-4 sen­
tencing provision been 
in place at the time of 
their fourth felony con­
viction.

Hills highlighted the 
case of Terry Bowl­
ing, 49, who was recent­
ly convicted of second- 
degree murder and oth­
er crimes for his role 
in a home invasion 
that resulted in Offi­
cer Nehasil being killed 
in the line of duty last 
year. Prior to facing the 
second-degree murder 
charge, Bowling had 
six felony convictions 
and nine misdemeanors. 
Under Attorney Gen­
eral Schuette’s propos­
al, Bowling would have 
faced a possible mini­
mum of 25 years in pris­
on after his fourth con-

N O T IC E  O F  S A LE  
M A Y F L O W E R  TO W IN G

viction for armed rob­
bery in 1999, which 
occurred more than 10 
years before the death 
of Officer Nehasil.

Schuette has repeat­
edly pointed out that the 
cost of crime — phys­
ical, mental and mon­
etary to victims, fam­
ilies and communities 
— is immense. A study 
published online by the 
National Institutes of 
Health estimates that 
just one murder cre­
ates approximately $8.9 
million in victim costs. 
Using their methodol­
ogy, conservative esti­
mates suggest that 
Michigan faced approx­
imately $710 million in 
victim costs for its 556 
reported murders in 
2010 alone.

VO-4 is endorsed by 
Detroit Police Chief 
Ralph Godbee, Michigan 
Association of Chiefs 
of Police, Prosecuting 
Attorneys Association 
of Michigan (PAAM), 
Michigan Sheriffs Asso­
ciation, Police Officers 
Association of Michigan 
and Michigan Fraternal 
Order of Police, among 
others.

Make a good garage sale GREAT
ONLINE MAPPING — CALL 1-800-579-7355

>e sold at Public Auction for <

5760 Belleville Rd. 
Canton, MI 48187 

734-397-3560

Chevrolet
Ford
Chevrolet

Make 
Hyundai 
Chevrolet

1997 Satum
1994 CMC
1995 Buick
2001 Hyundai
1998 Chevrolet

2001

Sorento
Dakota
Yukon XL K1500 
Bonneville SE 
Trailblazer 
Contour SE 
Monte Carlo

Mayflower Towing 
1179 Starkweather St. 
Plymouth, MI. 48170 

734-459-0053

VIN
1G3NF52E0YC359949 
KNDJC733935031412 
1B7G126X81S169176 
3GKFK16T11G265393 
1G2HX53L3P1205001 
1GNDT13SX22281766 
1FAFP6630XKI99386 
1H57H2R546597

YIN
KMHCG45C01U158671 
1G1NE52MXX6145793 
1G8ZG1275VZ325307 
1GTGK29KXRE53136 
1G4GD2218S4723641 
KMHDN45D01U049257 
2G1WX12KXW9114833

5K walk/run to raise money 
to build wells in Africa

I n - G r o u n d
S W IM M IN G  P O O L 

D E M O L IT IO N
L o r a n g e r  C o m p le te  L a b o r  C o .,L L C
734 - 652-2272  &  734 - 652-2821

E x p e r i e n c e d  -  L i c e n s e d  -  i n s u r e d

http://www.ThirstForLifeSk


THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 2012 
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC 

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM OPINION Our fundamental purposes are to enhance 
the lives of our readers, nurture the 
hometowns we serve and contribute to 
the business success of our customers.

McCotter

OUR VIEW S

F ra u d u le n t

s ig n a tu re s
McCotter owes 

voters an apology, 
explanation

State A tto rn ey  G e n era l B il l  Schuette  
an n o u n ce d  c h a rg e s  la s t  w e ek  ag a in  
fo u r  m e m b e rs  o f f o rm e r  U .S . R ep . 
Thaddeus M c C o tte r ’s s ta ff  in  connec­
t io n  w ith  f ra u d u le n t  s ig n a tu r e s  on 
M c C o tte r ’s no m in atin g  petitions. 

M c C o tte r , who served f iv e  te rm s  in  
C on gress  b e fo re  re s ig n ­
in g  la s t m o n th , w as not 
charged.

M c C o tte r issued a b r ie f  
s t a te m e n t  v i a  e - m a i l  
t h r o u g h  a s p o k e s m a n  
t h a n k in g  th e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e ra l fo r  h is  w o rk  on 
the in v es tig a tio n , but has 
n ot m a de  h im s e lf  a v a i l ­
ab le fo r  in te rv ie w s . 

M c C o t t e r  ow es h is  f o r m e r  c o n ­
s titu e n ts  an  e x p la n a t io n  o f  w h y , in  
S chuette ’s w ords, he w asn’t  “m in d in g  
the s to re” and w hy he le ft  them  w ith  a 
$650 ,0 00  specia l e lec tion  b il l  to  f i l l  his  
un ex p ired  te rm  ending in  D ecem ber.

R e g a rd le s s  o f  w h e th e r  M c C o tte r  
was in v o lve d  in  co p y in g  and p asting  
old s ig na tures to get his nam e on the 

b a l lo t ,  th e  b u c k
B y re s ig n in g  
fro m  o ffice  J u ly  
6, M cC o tte r p u t  
h is  ow n  needs 
a n d  p e rs o n a l 
goa ls  ahead  o f  
h is  c o n s titu e n ts ’, h i" 1 il] a position  

. . .  ,  o f leadership .
They w i l l  be p or some t im e ,
unrep re sen ted  w e  h a v e  b e e n
in  W ash ing ton , h e a r i n g  c o m -  
r i  Z'’ z -f M  /;• p la in ts  fro m  con- D.C., u n t i l  Nov. 6  s t i t u e n t s  a b o u t  
w hen  a  successor h o w  s t a f f e r s
w i l l  be e lected  to  have not followed w i l l  o e  e ie c ie u  10 t h r 0 U g h w i t h
take  o ve r fo r  less th e  m o s t b a s ic
t h a n  t w o  m o n t h s ,  r e q u e s t s ,  l i k e  

h e lp in g  th e m  to  
get W h ite  H ouse  
to u r t ic k e ts , and  
about M c C o tte r ’s 
not showing up at 

cand idate  fo rum s o r ho ld ing  town h a ll 
m eetings in  the d is tr ic t .

Such in d iffe re n c e  and pompousness 
is  in e xc us ab le  fro m  a p u b lic  se rv a n t  
and h is o ffic e .

B y  re s ig n in g  f ro m  o f f ic e  J u ly  6, 
M c C o tte r  put his own needs and p e r ­
so n a l g o a ls  a h e a d  o f  h is  c o n s t i tu ­
en ts ’. T h e y  w i l l  be u n re p re s e n te d  in  
W ashington, D .C ., u n til Nov. 6 when a 
successor w il l be elec ted  to take over 
fo r less than  two months. B y th at tim e, 
Congress w il l  have decided and voted  
on budgets, ta x  b rea ks and most m a jo r  
issues fo r the year.

C o n stitue n ts  un d ers ta n d  when p o li­
tic ia n s  re s ig n  b efo re  th e  end o f th e ir  
te rm  fo r  p e rs o n a l o r f a m ily  h e a lth  
reasons. But a l l  M c C o tte r  sa id  at the  
t im e  o f h is  re s ig n a tio n  was th a t  th e  
in v e s tig a tio n  in to  the fra u d u le n t sig ­
n a tu re s  had s e ve re d  th e  “ n e c e s s a ry  
h a rm o n y ” b e tw e e n  th e  needs o f  h is  
constituency and o f his fa m ily , re q u ir ­
in g  h im  to leave.

M c C o tte r ’s re fu s a l to f in is h  out his  
te rm  was a se lfish  act.

T a x p a y e rs  a re  b u rd e n e d  w ith  th e  
cost fo r th e  spe c ia l p r im a ry  e lec tion  
in  S eptem ber and w il l  have to pay for 
the s a la ry  o f the w in n e r o f th at race.

I t ’s a sad and so rry  end to M c C o tte r ’s 
p o lit ic a l ca re er, w hich  inc luded a b r ie f  
run  last y e a r  fo r the R epub lican  n om i­
nation  fo r U .S. president.

M c C o tte r is an in te ll ig e n t in d iv id u a l,  
whom  vo ters  and R ep u b lic an  le aders  
fa ith fu l ly  stood by over the years.

Too bad  he d id n ’t a f fo rd  th em  the  
same courtesy in  re tu rn .

s t o p p e d  w i t h  
h im . H e  needs to 
ste p  u p , a c c e p t  
re sp o n s ib ility  and 
apologize fo r f a i l ­
in g  the vo ters  o f 
the 11th D is tr ic t ,  
w h o  e n t r u s t e d

C O M M U N IT Y  VOICE

If you get a chance to vote on it, would you support or 
oppose Michigan's emergency manager legislation?
We asked this question a t the Canton Public Library.

O b s e r v e r

“ I’d probably support it. 
Some communities are 
too far deep into (finan­
cial troubles) and can’t 
find a solution."

Michael Thomas 
Canton

“ I haven't made up my 
mind, but I do wonder 
where the people who 
are appointed (as emer­
gency managers) got 
their credentials."

Tareq A. Samra 
Canton

“ I’ve changed my mind 
several times because I 
see it from both sides. I 
can't make my mind up 
to  give you a definitive 
answer."

Tom Piasta
Canton

"I support emergency 
manager legislation 
because I believe when 
communities are faced 
with having an emer­
gency manager, there's 
a reason for it, and it's 
typically mismanage­
ment by elected offi­
cials.”

Bill Serchak
Milford

T h a n k s  f o r  s u p p o r t
Now th a t the prim ary elec­

tio n  has been held and the 
votes counted, I wanted to  
thank the Observer Newspa­
pers fo r the ir endorsem ent o f 
my candidacy as a Democrat 
fo r  Wayne County Com ­
missioner in the new 10th 
D istrict and fo r th e ir objective 
appraisal o f my qualifications 
and ideas.

The coverage o f the race 
was fa ir  and you presented 
the  voters w ith  in fo rm a tion 
th a t a llowed them  to  have 
th e  op po rtun ity  to  evalu- 
ate the candidates w ho  are 
seeking election to  become 
Wayne County Commissioner 
and w ill represent the resi­
dents o f the C ity o f Plym­
ou th , Plymouth Township and 
Canton Township.

Your coverage o f events 
sign ifican tly contribu tes to  
strengthening public aware­
ness about issues vita l to  the 
Plymouth Canton Com m unity.

James Amar, candidate 
Wayne County 

Commissioner 10th D istrict

GOP M e d ic a re  fo e s
A t least Paul Ryan seems 

to  be r ig h t in step w ith  the 
chronic m endacity o f the 
Romney campaign now tha t 
he has been tapped as the 
Republican vice-presidential 
candidate.

On Saturday m orning Ryan 
strode con fidently  to  the 
podium  and w ith in  seconds 
had advanced his firs t lie as 
the  VP candidate, th a t Obama 
had cu t Medicare by $700 
b illion  (the figu re  has been 
increased from  $500 billion) 
over the  next 10 years. It 
doesn't seem to  m atter tha t 
Po litifact.com  and Factcheck. 
org and many o the r credible 
referees have debunked this 
claim  on numerous occasions 
whenever any Republican, like 
fo rm er Congressman Thad­
deus M cCotte r fo r  instance, 
dared to  push it.

Ironically the  alleged 
"Obama cuts" represent sav­
ings from  elim ina ting  w ha t 
can be categorized as waste, 
fraud and abuse th a t sprang 
from  Medicare Advantage 
providers overcharging M ed i­
care fo r  services rendered. 
(Doesn't ge ttin g  a handle on 
som ething like this sound just 
like som ething a self-styled 
de fic it haw k Republican like 
Paul Ryan w ou ld have fa llen 
in love w ith? )

The savings th is w ou ld cre­
ate w ou ld  then be applied 
to  fu nd  other non-M edicare

W HAT D O  YO U  T HINK?
We welcome your Letter to 
the Editor. Please include 
your name, address and 
phone number for verifica­
tion. We may edit for clarity, 
space and content. Submit 
letters by the following fo r

Web: www.hometownlife.com 
Mail: letters to the Editor, Can­
ton Observer, 615 W. Lafayette, 
Second Level, Detroit, Ml 48226 
Fax: (313) 223-3318 
E-mail: bkadrich@hometownlife.

Blog: You may also let your 
opinions be heard with your own 
blog at hometownlife.com. 
Deadline: Letters should be 
received by 9 a.m. Monday to be 
published in the Thursday edi­
tion.

programs included w ith in  
the  Affordable Care Act and 
cause no reduction in benefits 
to  subscribers since amounts 
equal to  the overcharges 
w ou ld no longer have to  be 
spent w ith in  the  Medicare 
budget.

It seems th a t one could 
safely assume th a t since both 
Romney and Ryan and v irtua l­
ly every Republican in Wash­
ing ton  has assailed Obama 
fo r  these cuts th a t aren 't re­
ally cuts a t all, th a t all would 
reinstate these funds to  M edi­
care imm ediately, if  ever they 
had the chance. Nope, the 
Ryan budget, passed by the 
Republican-dominated House 
and endorsed who le-heart­
edly by M it t Romney does not 
restore th is fund ing in any 
way shape or fo rm  and Rom­
ney has pu t fo rw ard no such 
reinstatem ent plan.

The po in t is beware fu ture 
seniors o f the obvious hy­
pocrisy. This faux-rage is a 
ploy to  convince you tha t 
the R-and-R and Republican 
team are friends o f Medicare 
though noth ing could be fu r­
ther from  the tru th . Romney/ 
Ryan and Republicans intend 
to  slash fu nd ing , "voucher- 
ize" the  program  and tu rn 
it  over as a b lock grant to  
the  states, increasing ou t o f 
pocket expenses to  as much 
as $6 ,000 per year per enroll- 
ee according to  experts after 
o f course raising the  age of 
qualifica tion  from  65 to  67.
If they get the ir way. M ed i­
care w ill look and act no th ing 
like the program  seniors have 
depended upon fo r more than 
a generation and th a t fu tu re  
retirees so richly deserve.

Mitch Smith 
Canton

M a g ic  in  L a n s in g
Colon, M ich ., has d istinction 

o f being called the  "M agic 
Capital o f th e  W orld ." It 
earned th is tit le  because 
i t  a ttracts magicians from  
around th e  globe to  its fa c ili­
ties, where the tools o f their 
trade are fashioned. However, 
a fte r recently learn ing tha t 
our GOP legislators in Lansing 
claim M ichigan is w allow ing 
in a budget surplus, I say the 
tit le  should be transferred 
from  Colon to  the cap ito l.

Harry H oudini o r  David Cop- 
pe rfield a t th e ir best w ou ld 
be hard-pressed to  equal 
the impossible illusion our 
Republican representatives 
in Lansing are pretending to 
pu ll o f f  when they say M ichi­
gan suddenly has a budget 
surplus. Even more astound- 
ingly. Speaker Prestidigita­
to r Jase Bolger claims that 
since the  Legislature can find  
no new ways to  spend th is 
"su rp lus," it  w ill be returned 
as a w hopp ing  tax refund o f 
about $15.86 fo r  the average 
worker.

However, like any audience 
member a t a magic show, I 
ask, "H ow  can they do th is? " 
A fte r all. M ichigan cities 
are fa llin g  in to  insolvency 
like pins in a bow ling  alley. 
Schools from  k indergarten to  
college are gasping fo r  life, 
closing or imposing additiona l 
taxes on students and parents 
in th e  fo rm  o f rising tu itions. 
Crime is skyrocketing; prop­
erty burns to  the ground 
regularly; and people are le ft 
to  die because m unicipalities 
are fo rced to  lay o ff police­
men, firem en and EMS sta ff 
since the  state is no t paying 
the  money it owes these en ti­
ties. Roads, bridges, in fra ­
structures are fa llin g  to  pieces 
because th e  state can 't a fford 
the ir upkeep.

Prisons are closing, pen­
sion systems are collapsing; 
teachers are sent packing;, 
children are go ing hungry; 
social services fo r th e  needy 
are reduced; unem ploym ent 
benefits are drastically cut; 
yet our GOP legislators a t­
tem p t to  claim, w ith  s traight 
faces, "W e have a budget 
surp lus."

Oh, heavens yes, if  these 
Republican legislators can pull 
o f f  this budget scam, they 
tru ly  are top-no tch  magicians, 
fo r they w ill once again have 
distracted the ir voting  audi­
ence w ith  illusory actions.

W alter Sobczak 
Novi

A GANNETT COMPANY

Brad Kadrich, i Grace Perry,
Community Editor Director of
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Roth IRA remains great investment vehicle

W here did sum­
mer go? It’s hard 
to believe that 

Labor Day is just around 
the comer. Before you 
know it, the elections will 
be here and we’ll be talk­
ing about 2013. While 
we still have time left 
in 2012, there are some 
things that you may wish 
to consider; and now is a 
great time to do it. The 
first is a Roth IRA con­
version.

Over the years, I ’ve 
written a lot about Roth 
IRAs because they are a 
great investment vehicle.

I Ik-, i o

work for
just aboutmoney matters everyone

Rick Bloom ter what

brack­
et. The fact that you can 
have money grow tax 
free and not be subject to 
the 70 plus required mini­
mum distribution rules, is 
a great benefit.

Most people believe that 
in order to invest money

in a Roth IRA you have to 
be working; that is not the 
case. Anyone can take 
existing IRA money and 
convert it into a Roth IRA. 
The one major exception 
is i f  you are over 70 plus 
you cannot convert your 
required minimum distri­
bution. However, you can 
convert anything above 
and beyond that. Roth 
IRA conversions must be 
completed by the end of 
the year.

Many people are chari­
table in nature and make 
contributions on a year­
ly basis. Typically, people 
will write a check to their 
favorite charity. Howev­
er, as opposed to doing

that, one thing to consid­
er is donating appreciated 
securities.

Tax a d v a n ta g e
The advantage is you 

get to write off the con­
tribution based upon the 
fair market value of the 
security; but, you also can 
avoid paying taxes on the 
gain. For example, if  you 
had a mutual fund that 
you paid $1,000 for and 
now it’s worth $1,500, if 
you donate the security 
you’ll get the full $1,500 
deduction and you’ll 
avoid paying taxes on the 
$500 gain. Even if  you 
don’t itemize your deduc­
tions, the fact that you

are avoiding the tax on 
the gain is a valuable con­
sideration. Of course, if 
you’re itemizing, then it’s 
even more of a win. And 
the charity will not have 
to pay any taxes when 
they sell the security.

Also looking ahead, it’s 
not too early for those 
who have a flexible 
spending plan through 
an employer to look for 
opportunities to use that 
money before the end of 
the year. I f  you don’t the 
money, you lose the mon­
ey. Now is a good time to 
evaluate your situation 
and make sure you have 
a game plan so you won’t 
lose your money.

Before you know it our 
focus will be on the Lions 
and the Red Wings and 
the Tigers season will be 
a thing of the past. There­
fore, while there is still 
some time, look for oppor­
tunities to be a little more 
efficient with your mon­
ey. After all, the money 
you save ends up in your 
pocket - exactly where it 
belongs. Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. Observer & 
Eccentric readers can submit 
questions at moneymatters® 
hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit his website 
at www.bloomassetmanage-

In t r o d u c i n g . . .  ^

bubbleberry

Check These Local Businesses Offering Great Values  
And Ready To Serve Y ou ...E n joy!

Sondyich Crepes • Sueet Cremes • bubble Teas
V is it us in  L a u re l P a rk  P la ce  M a ll

6 Mile and Newburgh • Livonia
(NearParlsian...Next to Olgas)

734-779-5833
www.facebook.com/bubbleberry1 

Build your own Savory Sandwich Crepe

an y  *10 p u rc h a s e  .
at the Laurel Park J

bubbleberry1
; TTy our Popular Bubble Tea

T a tu based drink »I0| linn eddltlni

^  Treat yoursell to a Delicious Sweet Crepe

„ U .S . „
B a r --------------- & Grill

55615 W arren Ra. W estland, M l
(across from Westland Mall) Your NFL &  College  

Football Headquarters  
4 G iant HD Big Screen TV's  

40  Flat Screens7 5 4 .7 2 5 . 5 1 0 0
f o @ w e s t l a n d c h a r l i o u s e . c o m

Sundau-Tftursday

Ilam-Hpm

SAVE B IG  WITH THIS OFFER 
C h o o s e  F r o m  E i t h e r  M e n u

Ichlban Japanese Restaurant ■ Ichlban Japanese Restaurant 
I OHO Ford tood • (onion • 73MIH888 I 0750 ford toed-Conlon • 734-414-1888

5 0 %off i $2 0  off
hibach[entree_ I any purchase

Ichlban Japanese Restaurant ■ Ichlban Japanese Restaurant 
43750 Ford Hood •(onion •734-414-1888 I 43750 Ford lood • (onion • 734414-1888 I

BUY 1 ENTREE 
GET 1 FREE
(o f equal o r lesser va lue)

With this coupon and the purchase of 2 beverages
Expires September 30,2012

c j u e t  R o o m s  

e s s iv e  D i s c o u n t  C a r d
any purcnase i any purcnase

RESTAURANT 1

37337 Six Mile • Livonia
SPORTS BAR &  G R ILL

(Previously Frankies)
U n d e r  N e w  O w n e r s h ip l

*  T h u r sd a y s  ~°-V £ R  
9 5 .5  DJ D avid  B 

■k F r id ays  
DJ M averick  

D r in k  S pecia ls ! 
k  S a tu rd a y s  

DJ K night 
•k S u n d a y s

In Newburgh Plaza

s III Hours:Tues.-Thurs.4-10pm,Fri.-SaL4-11 pm 
Sun. Open at 12:30 pm

3t° v ? dReservations for showers, 
funeral luncheons, 

corporate lunch meetings, 
etc. are available 

7  D A Y S  A  W E E K !

DADLY
LUNCH

SPECIALS
For a Cool 

Sum m er 
T re a t, Enjoy 

a Cup o r 
Bowl o f 

GAZFACHO

Sandwiches 
Salads 
Chili 
Pizza 

Hors d’oeirvres

'neMts 7 \tlfei 
cUicktn. 2 /rvoo

Hen!* BrJj.3 J ILL)!) U P ?i 
i
\ ^ s r -a  j  |
! the purchase of 2 entrees !

8pm-Midmght
i / ; ------------2 o f f  a l l  B e e r
L iq u o r  &  W in e  ^  ^  ‘  " i

r ? ' T \ l 2 \b -  B u r g e r jwith purchase ot 2 beverages with coupon only 
Cannot be combined with other coupons. Not 

Frl. & Sat. Up to 7 coupons per table 
Expires August 30,2012. W i t h  v r te s

jo in  Om  F requent D iners CeuO 
to  ea rn  m e a t  d iscounts  i  o ffe rs

32777 W. Warren •  Garden City 
Just East of Venoy

wvwv.amanteaa.com 
7 3 4-421 -1510 Call or Order Online: www.rockysrotlsserle.coni 5

http://www.facebook.com/bubbleberry1
mailto:fo@westlandcharliouse.com
http://www.rockysrotlsserle.coni
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J o e ’ s  M e a t  &  S e a f o o d  N o t v  C a r r i e s  

I  P IE D M O N T E S E
Lean Tender Healthful Beef

It’s what you’ve been asking for! Thanks to a specific gene - a form of myostatin - natural 
to the Piedmontese breed, you can have all the nutritional benefits & flavor of beef that is 

healthful, low-fat, low in cholesterol & tender, every time. Piedmontese Beef is lower in

V C — 7 cholesterol than skinless chicken. As a weight percent of total fats - Piedmontese Beef 
d ” _ jv  has the highest amounts of “good” polyunsaturated fats and highest percentage of

— —  ; Omega-3 Essential Fatty Acids.
G o u rm e t /Market Hours: A

33152 W. SEVEN MILE ED • LIVONIA, MI 248.477.4333
y 9am - 6pm

____________
IPS®®®®;

BSc ERTIFIED

h to m U IIT IS i

£ SEAFOOD

California Michigan Michigan
Crisp & Sweet Ripe & Sweet Home Grown 

Green & Red Seedless Bi-Color
Seedless Grapes W aterm elo n  Sw eet C orn

$ /I9 9
dJa ®ach

California
Sweet & Juicy 
N e c ta r in e s

0
lb. m  *1 2 9

l b .

Michigan  
Ripe & Ripe 
Home Grown 

T o m a to e s

® 9 !

* 5 "  112 peck

Joe’s M eat &  Seafood

U.S.D.A. 
Aged Angus
• NY S trips
• Delmonico 

• Porterhouse
•T-Bones 

• Cowboy Ribeye

* 7 7
Save $2.00 lb.

H O U S E M A D E  S A U S A G E
M a d e  D a ily  - C h ick en  o r  P o rk

/ \  Fresh All Natural Fres^

igus B a b y  B a c k
'ip s  R ib s  $ 0

nico ffeQ 9 9  ^

O R C A  B A Y  F r o z e n  F i l l e t s
All 1 0 % O ff

Fresh A ll N a to rah . 
Boneless 

F o rk  Chops

i l  iu F o rk  Tenderloin
| p .  $ 1 0 0 'a  M arinade G a rlic  & Kerb, 
.. 7 i Ita ilian, Mesquite & Cajun

Local All Natural

L a m b  L o in  
C h o p s

$ Q 9 9  S0K,
J  l b .  $5.00 lb

•  lb. $1.00 lb 

Fo rk  Butts

4> I 99 save
■ Ih 5 0 t/b

Wild US 

Caught S h rim p

49 2 6 / 3 0 c t .

________ Save $1.50_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Fresh A tlan tic

S a lm o n

99 ^ ry e /a y

/ l b  ^  Pr' ce

Alaskan Wild Caught
Coho Salmon

i \ 2

B o a r’s H ead O  Dietz & Watson ^ 85. Joe’s Signature
Tavern 4 /u qq ' London Broil Oven Roasted * « « «
Ham *2sSo", 6  ih Roast Beef Lv 'ih . Turkey 5  ib,
„  -  _ Save $4.00 lb. ,  , «9 nn I)
Baby ^ ^ 9 9  Horseradish Rotissene
SW1SS Cheddar Cheese (B  lb.Cheese

O ld ty m e  i  t
Yellow & White ,2m!b American Cheese

1 1 -c . lb.
Save $2.00 lb________

North American 
9 oz. Lobster Tail

*I39L
Save $1.00 each

D e a r b o r n  
P la in  &  G a rlic  

B ologna

Cheddar Cheese’*’® ” ^ . Chicken
Save $3.00 lb.

Save 
i. $2.00 lb.

GROCERY B A K E R Y  I CAFE
M ich ig an  M ade  
Grandad’s Tea

A l l  V a r ie t ie s  1 6  oz.
4/*f5

S k in n y  P op  
Popcorn 4 .4  a 2 / * 6
C oke

Mrs. Renfro’s 2 / » 4
Gourmet Salsa

A l l  Varieties

Chuck & Daves 67) 
Hummus & Dips /% / ©

Everyday GOURMET
Joe’s
BBQ Ribs Save $1.00 lb. 

Summer
Broccoli Salad save $1.00 s  ) it. 

Grilled
Asparagus save $1.00 is

H o m e  S t y l e  
C o c o n u t  
C u p c a k e  

B i s m a r - k
D o u g h n u t

g p g x t
M i l k  C h o c o la t e  

C a r a m e l  P u s h  P o p

J o e ’s F resh  R oasted  Coffee 
F lav o r o f th e  Week 

“A m aretto”
Save 

lb . $1.00 lb. 
C rea tiv e  S n ack s 

Naturally delicious Nuts & Snack Mixes 
G ra b  B a g  3 .75  oz.

m m
C ay ten ’s 

G o u rm et G ra n o la  P ops 
C in n a m o n  o r  P e a n u t  B u tte r

Save $2.00

J o e ’s F lo w e r  D e p a r t m e n t
Fresh Flowers for All Occasions. A Wonderful Selection of 
Beautiful Cut Bouquets & Custom Fresh Arrangements. 

“We would love to make something beautiful for 
you to take home or have delivered!"

R a in b o w  * 4 e e

F a r fa lle  
P asta  Save $ 1.00 lb.

Roasted Red Skin
Potatoes Save $1.00 lb. C2y lb.

JO E ’S GOURMET 
CATERING & EVENTS! 
Planning a Special Occasion? 
We’re the first people you should 

invite to your next event.
Let Joe’s take care of every detail!

From  sim p le  to  e la b o ra te ... 
Joe’s  pro fess io n a l s ta f f  w ill p lan  
you r  perfect party! W hether it  is  
a  corp orate m eetin g , backyard  
BBQ, w ine d in n ers  o r  in tim a te  

to  ex travagan t w ed d in g ... 
w e can  m ake it  happen!

From a fork to a tent,
Joe’s G ourm et C atering &  Events 
takes the pressure out o f planning! 

www.joesgourmetcatering.com
Call Laura (248) 4 77-4333  ext. 226

P o m p  B o u q u e t

Louis M. Martini 
Cabernet Sauvignon

Save $4.00 each

Chateau Fountaine
rJ L off regulWines (Michigan)

J.Lohr 
Cabernet Sauvignon

Save $6.00 a  bottle

Samuel Adams
a ® '

99

S u m m e r  B e e n  C lo s e - O u ts  

‘R e d u c e d  P r i c e s ’

http://www.joesgourmetcatering.com
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B O Y S  S O C C E R

B a lcon i 
in v ite  is 

S a tu rd a y

Every August at Plym- 
outh-Canton Education­
al Park isn’t just about the 
return of high school foot­
ball. I t ’s also home to the 
annual Gary Balconi Soccer 
Invitational.

All eight varsity boys soc­
cer teams in the tourney will 
play three 60-minute games 
beginning at 10 a.m. Satur­
day, with three simultaneous 
contests.

On the varsity turf field 
will be Salem and Novi- 
Detroit Catholic Central 
while Plymouth squares off 
against Walled Lake North­
ern at the soccer stadium 
(Canton Center Road) and 
Canton takes on Universi­
ty of Detroit - Jesuit on the 
freshman field (comer of 
Joy-Canton Center roads).

Also competing will be 
South Lyon East and Walled 
Lake Western (Field No. 4, 
west of the football field).

Tteams will follow up with 
contests at 11:45 a.m. and 3 
p.m., including consolation 
matchups.

The tournament helps 
teams get the kinks on ahead 
of the start of the regular 
season on Monday.

“It  provides a great oppor­
tunity to see three different, 
high level teams so that you 
can quickly learn your team 
strengths and weakness­
es,” Salem coach Ed McCar­
thy said. “Nearly every year, 
the team that wins this tour­
nament is one of the top-10 
teams in the state when the 
rankings come out.”

Gary Balconi is a former 
athletics administrator at 
PCEP who championed the 
boys soccer program.

tanilh0bometownlife.com | (734) 4&F4128

Allison Schmitt R a lp h  S c h m it t

C a n t o n
PHOTOS BY BILL 8RESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Enjoying a light moment during Tuesday’s press conference at Canton's Summit on the Park is U.S. Olympic gold- 
medal winner Allison Schmitt, flanked by parents Gail and Ralph Schmitt.

G o o d  a s  g o l d
Home in Canton, Olympian Schmitt still on Cloud 9

The buzz of being one of the 
world’s best swimmers isn’t get­
ting old for Canton’s favorite 
daughter, Allison Schmitt.

Home to celebrate Tbesday — 
just over a week removed from 
a five-medal performance at the 
London Summer Olympics — the 
22-year-old Schmitt said all of that 
gold (and some silver and bronze, 
too) won’t quench her competitive 
quest anytime soon.

During a press conference at 
Summit on the Park in Canton, the 
happy and still-humble U.S. Olym­
pian talked about the 2016 Sum­
mer Olympics slated for Rio.

“I ’m definitely thinking about 
Rio,” Schmitt said. “I  am plan­
ning to do four more years, I  had

a great Olympics this past time, 
it was a lot of fun, and I  want to 
repeat it. So I  am definitely look­
ing forward to Rio.”

But before returning to the Uni­
versity of Georgia to continue 
working toward a degree in psy­
chology and working toward her 
next Olympic stop, Schmitt is 
enjoying the fruits of a decade 
worth of dedication and devotion 
to her sport.

Hero's w e lco m e
Part of that is dealing with the 

celebrity treatment, such as the 
press conference and subsequent 
homecoming rally for Schmitt at 
Heritage Park.

“This is my favorite place to 
be, it’s a very welcoming place,"

Please see SCHMITT, B3

The Olympic success she experi­
enced in England is something 
Allison Schmitt still can't quite 
grasp.

She swims English Channel to help find cure for ALS

Six Ann Arbor women 
— including Canton High 
School athletic trainer 
Susan Butcher — literal­
ly went all in for a good 
cause.

Butcher was part of a 
group of friends taking 
the plunge late last month 
into The English Chan­
nel for an organization 
called Ann Arbor Active 
Against ALS.

The women swam back 
and forth across the 21- 
mile English Channel, fin­
ishing the job in 18 hours, 
55 minutes to edge the 
previous mark of 18:59 
established in 2007 by a 
team from Mexico. They 
swam from England to 
France and back again in 
order to generate money 
to help the fight against 
amyotrophic lateral scle­
rosis, commonly known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

About $90,000 has
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Canton High School athletic trainer Susan Butcher, at White Horse Pub in Dover, England, 
proudly points to proof that she was part of a record-breaking group that swam the 
English Channel in late July.

already been raised (with 
$120,000 the ultimate 
goal); donations are still 
being accepted at www.

channelforals.org.
“I  was honored to be 

i part of it,” said the 33-

of Michigan City, Ind. 
who swam four years at 
Eastern Michigan Uni-

year-old Butcher, a native versify. "It was a great

“I  was honored  
to  be a  p a r t  o f  
it. I t  was a  g re a t 
g ro u p  o f  wom en, 
a fa n ta s tic  
expe rie n ce  a nd  
I ’m  so g la d  I  d id

group of women, a fantas­
tic experience and I ’m so 
glad I  did it.”

Also part of the relay 
team were Jenny Sut­
ton Jalet, Melissa Karja- 
la, Emily Kreger, Aman­
da Mercer and Bethany 
Williston.

Beginning at 5:30 a.m. 
on Friday, July 27, the 
women swam in one-hour 
blocks with an escort boat 
(staffed with lifeguards) 
nearby at all times.

Please see CHANNEL B2

Mary Angela 
race results

Dan Jess Jr., a for­
mer Farmington Hills 
resident, was the men’s 
overall winner in the 
10-kilometer race Sun­
day during the 10th an­
nual Mary Angela Run 
in Farmington Hills.

The 31-year-old Jess 
won the race, which 
began and ended at 
Mercy High School, 
with a time o f 37 min­
utes, 28.8 seconds.

Jess, who has won 
the race previously, was 
a standout runner at 
Catholic Central High 
School and now lives in 
San Antonio, Texas.

Emma Steppe, 24, 
o f Ann Arbor was the 
women's 10K winner in 
41:18.2.

John Pennington, 15, 
o f Beverly Hills was the 
top male runner in the 
5K race with a time of 
16:24. Lindsey Elton,
33, was the overall fe­
male winner at 24:07.1.

The event is named 
in memory of the 
late Mary Angela 
DeGiovanni o f Farm­
ington Hills, who was 
a Mercy graduate and 
University of Michigan 
student.

As in past years, or­
ganizers hoped to  raise 
nearly $40,000 for An­
gels' Place, a nonprofit 
that provides housing 
and services for people 
w ith developmental 
disabilities.

WSU Hall
The Wayne State 

University Athletic De­
partment Hall o f Fame 
committee is accepting 
nominations for its 
class o f 2013.

Nominations for 
WSU's 38th Hall o f Fame 
class will be accepted 
until 5 p.m. Friday, Oct.
5. The induction cer­
emony is scheduled for 
Feb. 16, 2013.

Persons wishing to 
nominate an athlete 
must include a list o f ath­
letic achievements, let­
ters won at Wayne State 
and a current address of 
nominee (or relative if 
nominee is deceased).

The nominee must 
have graduated or left 
Wayne State at least five 
years prior and received 
one athletics award.

For more informa­
tion, visit the school's 
website at www. 
wsuathletics.com.

Tami’s Tri
Tami's Tri, a 5-kilome- 

ter run, 20K bike and 
nine-hole scramble golf 
event will be from 9 
a.m. to  4 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 6, at Hickory Creek 
Golf Course, 3625 Na­
pier, Superior Township.

The cost is $65 
(through Sept 15) or $75 
(through race day). Space 
is limited to 144 golfers.

Proceeds will go to  the 
nonprofit organization 
Growth Works, Inc of 
Canton and Plymouth.

To RSVR email Trairv 
WrthTami@yahoo.com. 
For more information, 
call (734) 731-0238 or visit 
www.TrainWithTami.com.

ALL DAY EVERYDAY

G R IL L  A N D  B A R
jr*-

ALL BURGERS o n l y  
& FRIES

NO COUPON NECESSARY $5
3 9 8 9 5  F O R D  R D . in  C A N T O N  Hayden's Grill an d  Bar'©

mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:WrthTami@yahoo.com
http://www.TrainWithTami.com
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CHANNEL
Continued from page B1

But Butcher stressed 
that it was paramount for 
the women to each com­
plete their 60-minute 
stints to keep the relay 
moving.

“We would swim for 
an hour and then rotate 
every hour,” she said.every 
"We mtad a set order and

order we couldn't stray 
from it. So you had to

Butcher looked out of 
her office at Canton High 
School, where she was 
helping football play­
ers gear up for Monday's 
practice.

“I  was probably as far 
away (from the boat) 
from here to the wall 
(across the corridor),” 
she said. “I  was prob­
ably one of the people 
who swam farther away. 
Some were really close, 
maybe five or six feet 
away.”

The channel itself 
made for a very challeng­
ing experience, Butcher 
explained.

“At the time it was 
rough," she said,
“because you were bat­
tling sea sickness, you’re 
battling cold, and when 
you're in the water it 
was 60 degrees and we 
couldn’t wear any wet 
suits. It  was just a reg­
ular swim suit, cap and 
goggles.

“A couple of the ladies 
had night swims, so they 
had to wear glow sticks 
attached to their back and 
lights on the back of their

Butcher said the group 
did not swim as part of 
any official competition.

“There’s always peo­
ple swimming the chan­
nel, for any reason, 
whether it’s a solo or var­
ious relays,” Butcher 
said. “Ours was a chari­
ty relay.”

Completing a two-way swim of the English Channel in record ti 
Jenny Jalet Susan Butcher, Emily Kreger and Melissa Karjala.

THE W EEK A H E A D
PREP FOOTBALL 

Thursday, Aug. 23
Midland at Canton, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Aug. 24 
Ann Arbor Huron at Salem, 7 p.m. 
Plymouth at Lansing Sexton, 7 p.m 

L. W'sld at Cranbrook, 5 p.m.
Bradford at C'ville, 7 p.m. 

Churchill at W.L. North., 7 p.m. 
Franklin at Stevenson, 7 p.m. 
Glenn at Farmington, 7 p.m. 

BOYS SOCCER 
Monday, Aug. 20 

Wayne at RU, 5:30 p.m.
N.B. Huron at C'ville, 6 p.m. 

Canton at W.L. Western, 7 p.m. 
Churchill at Stevenson, 7 p.m. 
Franklin at Crestwood, 7 p.m.

Tliesday, Aug. 21 
Luth. W'sld at L. N'west, 6 p.m. 

Northville at Canton, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 22 

C'ville at John Glenn, 4 p.m.
S. Lyon at Churchill, 7 p.m. 

Franklin at Stevenson, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 24 

Ypsi Lincoln at Glenn, 4 p.m. 
Garden City at Wayne. 4 p.m.
L. W'sld at Liggett, 4:30 p.m.

RU at Franklin, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 25 

Steve, at Troy Athens, 1 p.m. 
Glenn at Lincoln Inv., TBA. 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
Saturday, Aug. 18 

Hartland Invitational, 8 a.m. 
Battle Creek Tourney, 8 a.m. 

Port. Central Tourney, 8:30 a.m. 
Grand Haven Inv., 8:30 a.m.

W. Bloomfield Inv., 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 21 

Thurston at C'ville, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 22 

Mercy Inv. at Wixom, 8 a.m. 
Franklin at N'ville Quad, 9 a.m.

Thursday, Aug. 23 
Greenhills Tourney, 8:30 a.m.

Saturday, Aug. 25 
Portage Northern Inv., 8 a.m. 
Ladywood Tourney, 8:30 a.m. 
Mich. Luth. Tourney, 8:30 a.m.

W.L. Central Inv., 8:30 a.m. 
Airport Tournament, 8:30 a.m. 

PREP CROSS COUNTRY 
Saturday. Aug. 25 

South Lyon Invitational 
at Island Lake, 9:30 a.m. 

GIRLS SWIMMING 
Saturday, Aug. 25 
Mercy Invitational 

at Livonia Rec. Center, noon.

GIRLS GOLF 
Thursday, Aug. 16

Highest Honor Invitational 
at Huron Meadows, 8 a.m. 

Chelsea Invitational 
at Reddeman Farms, 8:30 a.m.

Friday, Aug. 17 
Monroe-Jefferson Inv., 8 a.m. 

Thursday, Aug. 23 
Churchill vs. John Glenn 

at Whispering Willows, 3 p.m. 
BOYS TENNIS 

Saturday, Aug. 18 
Stevenson Quad, 9 a.m. 

Tuesday, Aug. 21 
Farmington at Churchill, 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 22 
City Quad at Stevenson, 9 a.m.

RU at Wayne, noon.
John Glenn at Belleville, 4 p.m. 

Thursday, Aug. 23 
RU at Franklin. 10 a.m. 

Friday, Aug. 24 
RU at John Glenn, 10 a.m. 

Churchill at Howell Quad, TBA. 
Saturday, Aug. 25 

Stevenson Quad, TBA. 
GIRLS FIELD HOCKEY 

Saturday, Aug. 18 
Saline Invitational, 9 a.m. 

Monday, Aug. 20 
Ladywood at Saline, 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 22 
Ladywood at Regina, 4:30 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 24 
S. Heart at Ladywood, 4:30 p.m. 

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL 
Tuesday, Aug. 21 

St. Francis (III.) at MU, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 22 

Spring Arbor at MU, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 24 

(UM-Dearborn Early Bird) 
MU vs. Georgetown, 3 p.m. 

MU vs. Daemon, 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 25 

(UM-Dearborn Early Bird) 
MU vs. St. Xavier, 10:30 a.m. 
MU vs. Point Park, 2:30 p.m. 

WOMEN'S SOCCER 
Wednesday, Aug. 22 

S'craft at Northwood, 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 23 

MU at W. Ontario, 4 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 24 

MU at Fanshawe, 1 p.m. 
S'craft at Sag. Valley, 5 p.m. 

TBA -  time to  be announced.

Cards fly again
The Canton Cardinals 13U travel baseball team trumped their recent state championship 
by winning the Baseball Players Association Northern Zone World Series in Owensboro, Ky. 
from July 25-29. The Cardinals went 4-0 in bracket play, beating the Boonville (Ind.) Gold 
8-4 in the Championship game. The Cardinals outlasted a strong field of 18 teams from 
five Midwestern states to capture the crown. The players will all receive fitted World Series 
rings, a goal the players had from the beginning of the season. Pictured are the victorious 
Cardinals with their World Series Championship trophy (and ring in the corner) from the 
tournament: (front row, from left) Jacob MacBrien and Jimmy Walkinshaw; (middle row, 
from left) Evan Voyles, Justin Dolney, Luke Hirshman, Cody Zidzik, Jason Arnold; (back 
row, from left) coach John Knorr, coach Rob Hirshman, Brennan Brooks, Brandon Knorr, 
Noah Spencer, coach Alan Zidzik, coach Greg Voyles. Not pictured: Andrey Napolitano.

Fastpitch power

WeATjNG, CooiiNq &  EiECTTfcicA! In c
Serving the entire metopolltan area

North Oakland: North Woodward: DetroitW eek d ay s 1 8  w /c a r t  

W eek en d s  a f te r  H a m
248-886-8626 248-548-9565 313-792-0770 

Downriver: West:
586-274-1155 734-281-3024 734-422-

01118-Holes fi/ding"1
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8 22185 Masonic Blvd. SCS Ml 48082
506-294-2000

To advertise in this directory, call 
Jim Sabatella at 313-223-3246
For more about golf in Michigan 

www.TeeltUpMichigan.com

A 2012 graduate of Plymouth High School was among softball players from Observerland 
participating July 23-28 in the USSSA 18U World Series in Salisbury, Md. Raylean, as well 
as Rebecca Greco (Dearborn Divine Child) and Rachel Jason (Livonia Churchill) were on 
the 18U Gold Fastpitch team (based in Ann Arbor) that went 4-3-1 to place fifth  out of 42 
teams. Games were played against squads from New Jersey, Ohio, Delaware, Maryland 
and New York. They are coached by Doug Kennedy, member of the USSSA coaches hall of 
fame and Tom Bedolla. Pictured in the front row (from left) are Dana Page, Kate Laverty, 
Rebecca Greco, Jess Weaver. Pictured in the middle row are (from left) Allison Raylean, 
Lauren Howe and Rachel Jason. Pictured in the back row (from left) are coach Doug Ken­
nedy, Anna Hargrove, Stef Vanderlugt, Bekkah Guy, Andi Dragonetti, coach Tom Bedolla 
and Morgan Groom.

Tennyson joins 
new junior league
The AAU American 

Athletic Union announced 
recently that a new the 
Tennyson Chevrolet 
Junior Hockey Club will 
participate in the newly 
formed Midwest Junior 
Hockey League.

The MWJHL will be a 
12- team league consist­
ing of six Michigan clubs 
including Wayne, Hart­
land, Fraser, Sault Ste. 
Marie and TYaverse City 
along with teams from 
Tbledo, Cleveland, Day­
ton, Ohio as well as Louis­
ville, Ky., Kankakee and 
Bloomington, 111.

Tennyson Chevro­
let will play out of the 
Ice Box Arena in Brown- 
stown and will be owned 
and operated by AZ 
Sports Inc.

Tennyson club pres­
ident Keith Lang also 
announced that Grosse 
He and lifelong downriv­
er native Dan Vasquez 
has been named G.M. and 
head coach.

For more information, 
contact the team offices 
at (734) 548-8248 or vis­
it www.tennysonhockey.

http://www.TeeltUpMichigan.com
http://www.tennysonhockey
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Potent MU spikers eye NAIAs again
The Madonna Univer­

sity women’s volleyball 
program continues to 
have high expectations 
and the 2012 season will 
be no different.

The Crusaders finished 
30-10 a year ago as head 
coach Jerry Abraham, 
who ranks second all- 
time in the NAIA in wins 
(970), completed his 25th 
season.

But a third-place reg­
ular season finish in the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Ath­
letic Conference and a 
loss in the WHAC semi­
finals to eventual cham­
pion Indiana Tech fuels 
Abraham and his squad 
going into Tuesday’s 
season opener at home 
against St. Francis (111.).

MU hasn't won the 
WHAC title or gone to 
the NAIA Nationals since 
2008.

“It ’s been a couple 
years, but don’t get me 
wrong, we’ve had good 
seasons the past two 
years, excellent seasons,” 
said Abraham, who has

Freeman

MADONNA SPORTS INFORMATION
Madonna junior setter Evia Prieditis was an All-Wolverine- 
Hoosier Athletic Conference selection last season.

guided the Crusaders to 
12 WHAC crowns and 
11 NAIA National Tbur- 
ney appearances. “But to 
get to the (NAIA) nation­
al tournament is one of 
goals.

“There’s a lot of talent,

a lot of depth at almost 
every position. And the 
good thing about it is that 
I  have 14 solid players -  
all of which can play. I ’m 
very excited about the 
group."

The Crusaders lost

three key 
players 
to grad­
uation 
includ­
ing third- 
team 
NAIA All- 
America 
Karie Alt­

man (team-high 456 total 
kills) along with four-year 
starter Amanda Koszela 
(team-high 575 digs) and 
Megan Fricke (393 kills 
and 349 digs).

AU-WHAC selections 
Nastija Baranovska, 6- 
foot senior middle hitter 
from Riga, Latvia, and 5-9 
junior setter Evia Priedi­
tis (1,660 total assist-to- 
kills), from Milford, will 
lead the way this season.

“We have good lead­
ership in Evia (Priedi­
tis), who is one of the best 
setters around,” Abra­
ham said. “The team is 
well-focused and trained 
very hard in the offsea­
son. They're training real 
hard right now, but it’s 
one step at a time.”

Other returnees include 
5-10 sophomore outside 
hitter Samantha Geile

C O L L E G E  V O L L E Y B A L L  P R E V IE W

SCHMITT
Continued from page B1

Schmitt said. “I  feel com­
fortable here and I  love 
being here. It’s an amazing 
place to be, and to be able 
to be here with my fami­
ly ... with all the fans, sup­
porters and friends that 
are around this town, it’s a 
great atmosphere to be in.”

After winning gold 
three times in London — 
including a world record 
in the 400-meter medley 
relay team and a U.S. and 
Olympic record in the 200 
free (1:53.61 — Schmitt 
said she only wished she 
could share her achieve­
ments with everybody 
who helped her since her 
days with the Plymouth 
Canton Cruisers. She also 
won one silver medal and 
one bronze medal.

“It’s something I  want 
to share with every­
one,” she said, flanked by 
parents Gail and Ralph 
Schmitt behind a podium 
at the Summit’s Chestnut 
Room. “Every person that's 
helped me get to where I  
am today, just being able to 
share my success with oth­
er people means a lot to me.

“Last night, some girl 
came up to me and start­
ed crying. She always 
wanted to shake my hand. 
So just being able to 
touch someone’s life like 
that, it means a lot.”

The magnitude of what 
she and her U.S. teammates 
were able to do continues to 
elude her, at times.

“I ’m still on Cloud 9, 
nothing has really sunk in 
yet,” Schmitt said. “The 
first time it sunk in was 
my silver medal in the 
400 freestyle and I  was 
crying on the podium.

“Ever since then, I think 
i f  s been surreal. People 
have come up to me, coach­
es and staff members on 
the U.S. team came up to 
me and said ’Do you need 
me to pinch you?”’

She’s th e  sam e
Schmitt considers her­

self to be the same person

she was before the Olym­
pics began in late July.

But she acknowledged 
things are different.

“I  haven’t gone one 
place where people 
haven’t come up to me, 
congratulated me, asked 
me if  I  was Allison,” she 
noted. “So it’s kind of cool 
that people watch the 
Olympics, people know 
who I  am.”

With a grin, the 2008 
Canton High School grad 
joked about always want­
ing to be famous. “I feel 
like when people recog­
nize me I  know I'm  still 
no movie star, but I ’m try­
ing to get there."

Speaking in front of a 
mammoth American flag 
draped on the wall behind 
her, Schmitt talked about 
what it meant to realize 
her long-standing Olympic 
dream — including stand­
ing on the podium during 
the national anthem.

‘T f  s a feeling that I’ll 
never forget," she said.
"... I ’m speechless now, I  
really don’t know how to 
explain it. It  was an honor, 
not only representing the 
U.S. but having the nation­
al anthem played for me.”

W orth  it
Neither will her family 

members who were there 
in London for the amaz­
ing run.

“It’s special," Ralph

Schmitt said. “To think 
the flags are being raised 
for her, very special 
moment in my life, one 
that I will never forget.”

According to Gail 
Schmitt, the medal cer­
emonies did not prompt 
flashbacks to her days of 
chauffeuring Allison to 
and from swim practices 
or feelings of all of that 
being “worth it."

“I don’t think we ever 
thought to do them in 
hopes of something, in 
hopes of a scholarship, or 
in hopes of an Olympic 
medal," Gail said. “Those 
things are great, and they 
came, but those were 
things you were doing at 
the time because that was 
what everyone was enjoy­
ing. I f  they weren’t than 
we wouldn’t be doing it.

"I guess that’s why none 
of that really flashed 
back, it wasn't like ‘Oh, it 
was all worth it’ because 
I  think it was all worth it 
even if  we didn’t have all 
these wonderful results.”

Ralph and Gail, he 
explained, encouraged all 
five of their kids to com­
pete as student-athletes 
if that’s what they want­
ed to do — and as long as 
they gave it their all.

“We both took the kids 
all around, to all their 
various sports,” Ralph 
said."... at times it was 
very hectic, but we made

(Fruitport); 5-5 junior 
defensive specialist 
Amanda Obrycki (Allen 
Park Cabrini); 6-3 junior 
middle hitter Emilie 
Freeman (Lutheran High 
Westland); 5-9 senior out­
side hitter Thylor Dziewit 
(Almont/St. Clair Commu­
nity College); 5-6 sopho­
more defensive special­
ist Roxy Duzey (Ster­
ling Heights); 5-11 sopho­
more outside hitter Kay­
la Vogel (Hastings); 5- 
5 sophomore defensive 
specialist Cassie Castro 
(Saline); and 6-0 junior 
outside hitter Nastija 
Seremetjeva (Riga, Lat­
via), the latter whom was 
limited to seven sets last 
season after undergoing 
knee surgery.

“We’ve got good setting, 
good passing, good hit­
ters,” Abraham said. “The 
chemistry is really good. 
Sam (Geile) is a sopho­
more now. We have a little 
more termination and a 
little more determination 
on the outside. I think we 
have what it takes.”

Abraham also has four

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Listening to Allison Schmitt's press conference are siblings Kirsten, Kari, Sara and Derek 
—all excellent student-athletes in their own right.

the commitment that our 
kids were allowed to try 
what they wanted to try.

"Their only require­
ments were that whatev­
er they started they fin­
ished and that they give 
100-percent effort. That’s 
all we asked. They did 
that.”

Allison’s siblings (Kirst­
en, Derek, twins Sara and 
Kari) all were in atten­
dance at the press confer­
ence. All were or are out­
standing student-athletes 
in their own right.

Each one's special
She then said she kind of 

understands what it must 
be like to be a parent, hav­
ing earned five medals 
that each came with dis­
tinctive memories.

“There definitely is a 
special moment attached 
to every medal,” Schmitt 
added. “Someone asked 
me what my favorite med­
al is and I can’t pick one.

“It’s like asking my par­
ents which of the five of 
us is their favorite child. 
It ’s hard to describe, a dif­
ferent feeling, a different 
moment, a different mem­
ory attached to each one.”

Soon, however, the 
medals and accolades 
from the London Sum­
mer Olympics will be put 
aside. It  will be time to 
embark on the next wave 
of success.

new recruits who could 
catapult the Crusad­
ers back to the top of the 
WHAC paced by 6-foot 
junior middle hitter Stac­
ey Catalano (Utica Eisen­
hower), who played two 
seasons at Grand Val­
ley State, along with 5-10 
junior outside hitter Ash­
ley Hulbert (Fruitport), 
who led all NJCAA Divi­
sion 2 players last year in 
total kills with 689 at Mus­
kegon CC. Also joining the 
M U  squad are two fresh­
men -  5-9 outside hitter 
Breanna Geile (Fruitport) 
and 6-4 middle hitter Con­
nor Morrish (Flushing), a 
transfer from McNeese 
State (La.).

“We brought in three 
transfers, two of whom are 
freshmen," Abraham said. 
"I’m hoping that the return­
ing kids, and the experi­
enced kids are blending in, 
and make it a strong group. 
I ’m confident the improve­
ment is going to happen 
real soon in the year."

Women, men to vie 
for O&E golf crowns

The four majors have 
come and gone, but the 
2012 competitive golf sea­
son is far from over.

The annual Observer 
& Eccentric golf tourna­
ments are right around 
the comer with the wom­
en’s event scheduled for 
Sunday, Aug. 26 at Livo­
nia’s Whispering Willows 
followed by the 36-hole 
medal play men’s event 
Sunday, Sept. 2 at Livo­
nia’s Fox Creek and Mon­
day, Sept. 3 at Whispering 
Willows golf courses.

Registration for the 
women’s 18-hole med­
al play event closes on 
Sunday, Aug. 19. The 
entry fee is $50 (does 
not include cart) and you 
must have a U.S. Golf 
Association handicap 
index.

Former Michigan state 
player Shellie Morton 
shot a 3-under 69 to win 
the championship flight 
title with a nine-stroke 
advantage over Livo­
nia’s Deb Homing, while 
Arlene Shields of Livonia 
took the first flight title.

Entries for the men’s 
toumey, limited to the 
first 120 golfers, close at 
6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 24.

The entry fee is $95 (does 
not include cart). To par­
ticipate you must have 
a USGA index handicap 
(maximum of 20).

This year’s men’s event 
also includes a 17-and- 
under boys junior divi­
sion. The entry fee is $49.

Prizes will go for both 
the men’s low gross and 
low net scores in each 
flight, ffrophies will be 
awarded to the top junior 
finishers.)

Andrew Rousos of Novi 
captured last year’s men’s 
championship flight with 
a two-day total of 77-74— 
151 edging Livonia’s Matt 
Robinson by a stroke.

Livonia’s Sam Williams 
took the first flight, while 
Livonian William Himm, 
a past O&E championship 
flight winner, placed first 
in the 55-and-up senior 
division.

You can register in per­
son at Whispering Wil­
lows, located at 20500 
Newburgh Road, just 
south of Eight Mile. 
(Checks should be made 
payable to T.J.W., Inc.)

For more informa­
tion, visit www.golflivo- 
nia.com; or call (248) 476- 
4493.
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Reign kicks competition
The U14 Plymouth Reign 99 Boys Green team were the tournament champions in their 
age group this past weekend in the Rush Kickoff Classic. The Reign defeated the LCSC 
Meteors 5-1 in the tourney championship game on Sunday. Earlier in the weekend, the 
squad defeated Rush Downriver 99B Nike (3-2), RSC Lightning 99 White (3-2) and tied 
Rush Jackson 998 1-1. Standing are (from left) coach Worteh Sampson, Jamie Crosby, Char­
lie Grybas, Bennett Brooks, David McGrath, Brendan Kelly, Ryan Buzenberg, Jared Lee, 
Mikey Schwartz, Adam Saunders, Joel VanHook, Anthony lacopelli, Andrew Estey and Ben 
Tetlow. Kneeling in front are (from left) Luke Kurili and Aiden Hurley.

Cyclists of all levels 
welcome at Bike Fest

By Marty Budner

Biking is Jeff Sumow's 
passion.

Sumow organized the 
inaugural Birmingham 
Bike Festival last year, 
which he declared an out­
right success. Howev­
er, he was so busy mak­
ing sure everything ran 
smoothly that he was 
forced to watch all the 
racing action.

Well, the Birmingham 
businessman couldn’t stay 
away from pedalling for a 
second straight summer.

Sumow will race in 
the 50-Over Division of 
the 2012 Birmingham 
Bike Festival scheduled 
for Sunday, Aug. 26, the 
week after the Woodward 
Dream Cruise.

The event, which this 
year will include more 
races, more bikers, more 
vendors and more attrac­
tions, promises again to 
populate and bring excite­
ment to the streets of 
downtown Birmingham.

And Sumow can’t wait.
“It seemed like when 

last year's event was over, 
not only were we blessed 
with great weather, but 
the racers were very 
pleased with the course 
and the way it was set up 
and organized," said Sum­
ow from inside his down­
town Birmingham office. 
"Everything seemed to go

very, very smooth.
“I found that as the 

event’s founder and orga­
nizer, I  was watching 
the races and handling 
things around the course.
I began to think I wish 1 
would have made time to 
race. I  figured since I put 
all the time and effort into 
it, I  might as well have 
some fun too.

“I am a biker and I  love 
cycling, and I  do it so 
much, I  thought it would 
be nice to have the found­
er take some, time to 
race,” he said. “I'm  going 
to do it this year and I ’m 
excited about it.”

The Birmingham Bike 
Festival’s featured attrac­
tion is the exciting crite- 
rium street racing which 
involves highly skilled 
and trained profession­
als. The criterium race is 
scheduled to begin at 3:45 
p.m. and will be on a six- 
tenths of a mile track. The 
winner, who will receive 
a cash prize, is the first 
across the finish line with­
out having been lapped.

Racing, however, is not 
restricted to the pros.

A total of 16 races — 
doubled from last year 
— fill the agenda. Any­
one from the novice to the 
more formally trained is 
invited to register.

One of the new events 
is the Municipal Work­
ers Relay Race, which will 
involve city officials from

neighboring communi­
ties in a four-team relay. 
Besides Birmingham, the 
race figures to include rep­
resentatives from Fem- 
dale, Royal Oak, Berkley, 
Bloomfield Hills, Lathrup 
Village and Southfield.

The Birmingham Bike 
Festival incorporates con­
certs at Shain Park, bike 
races geared towards 
children and the handi­
capped, and various ven­
dors from the world of 
cycling.

A bike valet will be set 
up for families want­
ing to park their bikes in 
a supervised area while 
checking out all the activ­
ities. While it is a non­
profit event, any mon­
ies collected from ven­
dors and sponsors will 
aid a number of charities, 
including Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, Cerebral Pal­
sy research, Tour de Cure 
for diabetes and Miles 
Levin Nepal Foundation, 
among others.

Events begin at 8 a.m.
“Last year we had over­

whelming accolades from 
the community, from 
many, many, many peo­
ple, and many business­
es,” said Sumow, whose 
presenting sponsor is 
Fred Lavery Audi of Bir­
mingham. “That helped us 
decide to do it again. And 
we decided to expand into 
more charitable causes 
and took them all on.”
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Parents urged to get in game 
about children’s nutrition

Observer Staff Writer

Packaged in bright, eye­
catching containers that 
are covered with bold 
promises — “Get big­
ger, stronger, faster!” 
and “Instant Energy!” 
powdery dietary supple­
ments and so-called ener­
gy drinks are stealing the 
attention and the dollars 
of young athletes, most 
of whom are looking for 
a competitive edge on the 
shelves of area vitamin 
stores.

Amidst the onslaught of 
supplement manufactur­
ers’ multi-million-dollar 
marketing blitzes, sever­
al local health and nutri­
tion experts are offering 
the following advice to 
the parents of the prod­
ucts' potential users: Just 
say “know”.

"The first thing a par­
ent should do if  they 
know their son or daugh­
ter is taking supplements 
is talk to a doctor or a 
dietician about the sup­
plements," said Chad 
Smith, a former world- 
class decathlete and 
owner of Canton-based 
Dynamic Athlete Per­
formance. “They need 
to find out exactly what 
their kids are putting into 
their bodies — especially 
if  the kids are under the 
age of 18.

“Young athletes struggle 
with inadequate nutrition- 
based knowledge, lack of 
healthy food options and 
making right food choic­
es. It  starts at home with 
the parents. Coaches are 
the next important influ­
ence in a young athlete’s 
health. Proper nutrition 
is just as important as the 
training. It doesn’t matter 
how hard you train; if you 
eat junk, you’re going to 
feel like junk.”

Expensive h ab it
The massive tubs of 

powdery substances that 
promote weight gain 
— whey protein is one 
example — have become

popular with young ath­
letes, despite $50 price 
tags.

“What young athletes 
need to understand is that 
all the protein they need 
can be found in whole 
foods like meat, chick­
en and cottage cheese,” 
Smith emphasized. “Do 
you know how many 
chicken breasts you can 
buy for $50? A lot.”

Smith said the impor­
tance of a balanced diet 
can't be overstated.

“This is very impor­
tant because young ath­
letes need to maintain a 
steady balance in their 
blood sugar," Smith said. 
“When blood-sugar levels 
fluctuate, so does one’s 
energy levels and mood. 
Low levels of blood sug­
ar can cause hypoglyce­
mia, which can lead to 
decreases in cognitive 
abilities, including con­
centration.

“It ’s important to main­
tain a balanced diet so 
that you have a high state 
of mental and physical 
energy during practice 
and games."

Smith said lean protein, 
healthy fats, fruits, veg­
etables and whole grains 
can help maintain steady 
blood-sugar levels.

T im ing is e v ery th in g
John Carbone, a sports 

nutritionist at Eastern 
Michigan University, said 
athletes of all ages need 
to feed the body at the 
right time and with the 
right things.

"The type, intensi- 
W and duration of activ­
ity should determine 
how best to replenish 
the body,” he said. “For 
example, endurance ath­
letes — like cyclists and 
swimmers — should typ­
ically be consuming 
around four grams of car­
bohydrates per one gram 
of protein in their post­
workout meals in order 
to properly replenish and 
rebuild their muscles."

The growing emer­
gence of energy drinks in

the athletic arena is detri­
mental to athletic perfor­
mance, nutrition experts 
agree.

Energy “boosters” 
brought in nearly $51 
billion in 2011 and the 
market is expected to 
grow to $79.2 billion by 
2016, according to BCC 
Research, a market anal­
ysis firm.

“Energy drinks are not 
the best way to go," said 
Carbone. “These prod­
ucts typically emphasize 
that energy is released 
or manufactured due to a 
special blend of vitamins 
and other ingredients, 
when any energy rush 
should actually be attrib­
uted to the presence of 
caffeine and other stimu­
lants.”

Smith said that a pop­
ular 24-ounce version of 
one energy drink packs 
the same caffeine poten­
cy of 11 cans of pop.

The American Acade­
my of Pediatrics Commit­
tee on Nutrition and the 
Council on Sports Med­
icine and Fitness state 
that energy drinks “are 
not appropriate for chil­
dren and adolescents 
and should never be con­
sumed.”

O ld re liab le
Both Smith and Car­

bone praised the role 
milk can play as a post­
workout beverage.

“Quite a few studies 
have shown that milk 
— particularly skim 
and chocolate milk — 
is a viable option as a 
sports drink,” Carbone 
explained. "Milk contains 
protein and its consump­
tion post-exercise stim­
ulates muscle synthesis, 
providing a boost to net 
muscle protein balance.
It  also contains carbo­
hydrates for energy and 
many important vitamins 
and electrolytes, making 
it a great post-exercise 
beverage."

(734) 578-2767

Whalers acquire defenseman
Plymouth Whalers gen­

eral manager and head 
coach Mike Vellucci 
announced the acquisi­
tion of 18-year-old defen­
seman Gianluca Curcu- 
ruto from the Sault Ste. 
Marie Greyhounds in 
exchange for 17-year- 
old left wing Mitchell 
Dempsey and 16-year 
center Dylan Mascarin.

“With three defense- 
men leaving from last 
year’s team, we were 
looking to add more expe­
rience to our defense," 
said Vellucci. “Curcuru- 
to is a young veteran who 
will help.”

i urcu

original­
ly select

saull Ste

Curcuruto

overall) of the 2010 
Ontario Hockey League 
Priority Selection.

He played for Team 
Ontario at the 2011 World 
Under-17 Championships.

In two seasons with the 
Greyhounds, Curcuruto 
scored four goals with 38 
assists for 42 points and

62 P IM ’s in 119 games. 
Curcuruto was select­
ed in the seventh round 
(182nd overall) by the 
Columbus Blue Jack­
ets in the 2012 Nation­
al Hockey League Entry 
Draft.

Dempsey was original­
ly selected by Plymouth 
in the first round (11th 
overall) in the 2011OHL 
Draft and scored a goal 
with four assists for five 
points in 34 games last 
season as a rookie. Mas­
carin was originally tak­
en by Plymouth in the 5th 
round (93rd overall) in 
the 2011 OHL Draft.

SPORTS R O U N D U P
D ra ft skate

The Canton Victory Hockey Associ­
ation will be having its 2013-14 house 
league draft skate on Saturday, Aug. 18, 
at the Arctic Edge Ice Arena.

There will be conditioning skates pri­
or to the draft skate on Tuesday, Aug. 14 
and Thursday, Aug. 16. For more times 
and information, please call the Arctic 
Edge at (734) 487-7777.

Sign up  fo r  Saints
The Washtenaw Saints Football Team, 

of the Christian Athletic League of 
America, is currently looking for inter­
ested young men (6th through 12th 
grade) to join the team.

There are no tryouts and everyone 
will get a chance to compete. Practic­
es are underway at Domino Farms in 
Ann Arbor from 5:30 to 7:30 on Mon­
day, TUesday, Thursday and Friday. For 
more information contact coach Jeremy 
Florence at (734) 649-0532 or by e-mail 
at Lemmie@aol.com.

T h irst fo r  L ife  Run
The Thirst For Life 5K Walk/Run will 

be Saturday, Sept. 8, at Bicentennial 
Park in Livonia to benefit Team World 
Vision.

Registration begins at 7:45 a.m., the 
race at 9. Bicentennial Park is on the 
north side of 7 Mile Road, between Gill 
and Newburgh roads.

All of the money raised will be used 
to fund water and sanitation projects in

the villages of Mayo and Hamandu in 
Zambia, Africa.

For more information and to acquire 
a registration form, go to www.Thirst- 
ForLife5k.org. World Vision is a Chris­
tian relief and development organiza­
tion dedicated to helping children, fami­
lies and communities worldwide.

H aw ks  g irls  hoops
Free tryouts for the Livonia Junior 

Athletic League Hawks, a sixth-grade 
girls basketball team, will be 7:30-9 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 22, and Thurs­
day, Aug. 23, both at the Livonia Com­
munity Recreation Center (Main Gym 
No. 2).

TUyouts are open to anyone who reside 
in the Livonia Public School district 
regardless of school.

For more information, contact coach 
Jennifer Sopko at jennifer_sopko@hot- 
mail.com; or call (248) 854-4207; or 
coach Doug Freed at um24osul2@hot- 
mail.com; or call (734) 634-5134.

H illto p  g lo w  g o lf
Hilltop Golf Course, located on Beck 

Road just north of Ann Arbor Trail, in 
Plymouth, is hosting Glow Ball each Fri­
day night through Sept. 1 for just $25 
per player.

The fee includes nine holes of golf, 
glow ball, neon necklace. Plus there are 
food and drink specials available.

For more information, call (734) 453- 
9800 or go to www.hilltopgc.com.

mailto:Lemmie@aol.com
http://www.hilltopgc.com
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Church members put 
paws together in prayer

The Rev. Dale M ill­
er led a worship service 
Sunday, Aug. 12, with a 
special assistant at his 
side.

His miniature pinscher, 
Chip, was on hand — and 
on leash — as Miller, the 
pastor of Nardin Park 
United Methodist Church 
in Farmington Hills, led 
a pet blessing.

“He was in all his glory 
working with the pastor,” 
M iller quipped.

All seven dogs that 
attended the church’s 
first pet blessing were 
on good behavior dur­
ing the brief outdoor ser­
vice that entailed read­
ings, a prayer for pets 
and an individual bless­
ing of each canine and 
their families, along with 
spectators.

M iller said pet bless­
ings have roots in the 
Roman Catholic Church 
and St. Francis of Assisi.

“Other churches have 
done them, too. I t ’s a rec­
ognition of all creation. 
We’re recognizing the 
goodness of our pets.”

Pet blessings general­
ly are held in late Sep­
tember or early Octo­
ber, close to St. Francis 
of Assisi’s feast day on 
Oct. 4.

“The reason we did this 
is we’re having Vaca­
tion Bible School this 
week and the theme is 
animal crackers,” Miller 
said. “Part of its mission 
is learning reverence 
and respect for all cre­
ation.” Youngsters this 
week also get a chance 
to donate toward an out­
reach project that deals 
with plants or animals. 
The program is loose­
ly connected with Heif­
er International, an orga­
nization that enables 
supporters to donate 
goats, pigs, fish and oth­
er animals to individuals 
around the world.

“We thought a wonder­
ful little kick-off to the 
whole week would be 
a blessing of animals,” 
Miller said. “We had fun

PHOTOS BY JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jacob Patterson, 10, of Bedford plays with Mandy McNeil's 
10-week-old puppy, Oberon, at the Nardin Park United 
Methodist Church pet blessing on Sunday. McNeil lives in 
Farmington Hills.

Kim Baughman's dog. Bear, wearing a cone because he 
injured his tail, gets a little attention from the Rev. Dale 
Miller at Nardin Park United Methodist Church's pet bless­
ing. Baughman is from Farmington Hills.

Two-year-old Teddy, (right) owned by Gloria Knappen- 
berger of Commerce Township, checks out Kim Baugh­
man's dog. Bear.

GIBSON, VIRGINIA M.
August 11, 2012, age 77. 
Significant other John G. 
Battaglia. Beloved mother of 
Richard (Lynn) Gibson and 
Cheryl Reitz. Grandmother of 

id Ashley Gibson, Justin,

POLDERDYKE 
SYLVIA J. (NICHOFF)

82, of Adrian, formerly i 
Westland, passed away Saturda 
August 11. at her home under tl 
care of Hospice of Lenawee.

Curti- i Joh
imgartner. Marge

CASARI,
HILDA C.

August 11, 2012 age 86 of 
Canton. Beloved wife of Herman. 
Loving mother of Tom (Beth) and 
Bob (Claudia). Dear “Nana" of 
Tommy and Sasha. The Funeral 
Service was held Tuesday at 
Vermeulcn Funeral Home. 
Interment United Memorial

to the Alzheimer’s Association.

vermeulenfuneralhome.com

conducted today at 
Schrader-Howell Funera 

www.schrader-howcl

Sylvi.
Mary Nichoff on November 14, 
1929 in Detroit, Ml. She is 
vived by her children, Keyth 
Terry of Texas, Doris “Dori “ 
(Steve) Bishop of Florida, a 
Marie Liddon of Farwell, Ml; 
grandchildren, and many great 
grandchildren. Sylvia ' 
in death by her son Dan Terry. 
Interment will take place a 
later date at Cadillac W 
Memorial Gardens in Westland. 
Those wishing to make a don 
lion in Sylvia's name should co 

. sider Hospice of Lenawe 
envelopes are available at Wagley 
Funeral Home. Condolem 
the family are welcome at 
www.WagleyFuneralHome

DEMPSEY, JOHN W.

Winnifrcd. Dempsey. Loving 
father of Gary (Mary) Wcncel. 
Ken Dempsey, Barbara Kaminski 
and Mary Dempsey Knox. 
Dearest grandfather of Randy. 
Keith, Shannon, Amy and great­
grandfather of Kristen, John. 
Addison, Evelyn, Delano and 
Kurtis. He is also survived by his 
brothers Earl and Cedric. He was 
preceded in death by his sister 
Mary Lou Sullivan. Funeral serv­
ice was Wednesday. 6:00 PM at 
Michigan Memorial Funeral

Memorial "park) 30895 "Huron 
River Dr.. Huron Twp., (734) 783- 
2646. Visitation was Wednesday, 
1:00 -  8:00 PM. Interment in 
Michigan Memorial Park.

’ iganmemorial

Age 91, died at 
I  Westminster Towers in 
4 Bradenton, Florida, on 

igust 10, 2012. The 
Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Bom July 6, 1921. in Waukesha,

the University of Michigan where

Fraternity. He se
(WWII) where ne receiveo me 
Bronze Star for bravery' and libcr-

Dachau. He later served in the Air

of Major. He

or 32 yea 
orida. Cn 

was a member of the Birmingham 
Athletic Club, Orchard Lake 
Country Club, Oakland Hills 
Country Club .............  ’

ROSE,
ERIC WAYNE

September 16, 1984 - Augu: 
2012. Age 27, of Westland. 
Beloved son of Ronald and 
Christine. Dearest brother of Paul, 
Marc and Michael Rose. Loving 
grandson of Wanda (Allen) Rose 
and the late Caroline (Henry) 
Ahem. Donations may be m ’ 
the family of Eric 
Visitations was held on Thursday 

Friday at Michigan Memorial
the Ringling Free Will Baptist

Membe 
Conquistador Country Michigan Mcmonal Park, 32163 

Drive, Flat Rock,
48134of 52 years.

May you find 
comfort

in Family and 
Friends

Bradley. bregory.

held in Michigan on Saturday 
15th a

the Hills Church. Memori
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Live music, improvisation benefit cat rescue
By Sharon Dargay

Cat got your tongue?
It won't if  you watch 

the Glockenspiels per­
form improv games and 
scenes Saturday, Aug. 18, 
at Trinity House Theatre 
in Livonia.

Even shy audience 
members won’t have 
trouble contributing 
ideas when Glockenspiel 
director Laura Gumina 
asks for scene sugges­
tions.

"The audience is get­
ting idea prompts. Every 
member of the audi­
ence, because they give 
us ideas, will get an enve­
lope," she explained. 
Inside they’ll find words 
for things, places and 
relationships they can 
shout out to the improvis­
ers when called on.

“We work together in 
improv. I  tell the audi­
ence, we need you when 
we perform. We all join 
in. It ’s interactive."

The Gockenspiels con­
sist of volunteers from 
Gumina’s monthly Tbes- 
day drop-in improv class­
es, "Improvisation...Alive 
in the Moment" at THnity. 
They’ll perform scenes 
based on audience sug­
gestion at the 2 p.m. show, 
which also will feature 
sets by singer-songwrit- 
ers Robin Monterosso 
and Kathy Kitzmann.

The performance is 
a fundraiser for one of 
the area’s newest ani­
mal rescues, New Begin­
nings Animal Foundation, 
(NBAF) led by Amanda 
Houts of Livonia. Admis­
sion is by donation and 
there will be silent auc­
tion items on display. 
Anyone who brings cat 
litter or food will be 
entered into a prize draw-

Members of the Tuesday night improv drop-in dasses at Trin­
ity House Theatre in Livonia perform as the Glockenspiels.

mg.
Gumina, a Plymouth 

resident, has fostered 
three of New Beginnings’ 
adoptable cats.

“They need supplies

and they are struggling, 
like all rescue organiza­
tions. So, on their web 
page, Amanda put out a 
cry for fundraiser ideas. 
I  got them the musicians

NEW BEGINNINGS ANIMAL 
FOUNDATION FUNDRAISER
What: Students from the Tuesday night improv drop- 
in class have formed the Glockenspiels for this one­
time show to raise money for New Beginnings Animal 
Foundation, a local cat rescue. The troupe will perform 

. improv between sets by musicians Robin Monterosso 
and Kathy Kitzmann. The event also includes a silent 
auction and audience members who bring cat litter or 
food will get a chance to win a door prize 
When: 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 18 
Where: Trinity House Theatre, 38840 W. Six Mile, Livonia 
Admission: By donation 
Contact: (734) 464-6302

fundraiser for New Beginnings

S tartin g  a rescue
Houts had volunteered 

for other rescues, includ­
ing Better Life Canine 
Center, a Livonia dog res­
cue, before founding 
NBAF last March.

“I ’d always end up with 
cats. They just come to 
me," Houts said. “I ’d call 
around to other rescues 
and try to find a place 
for them. I exhausted the 
friends and family who 
could take in cats. I  decid­
ed why don’t I  start this 
rescue and make it suc­
cessful, even if it’s small­
er. It  will help out a few

The rescue averages 
four adoptions a month 
and its volunteers fos­
ter approximately 20-25 
adoptable cats. All adopt­
able cats are spayed 
or neutered and given 
all necessary vaccines

[
Kathy Kitzmann will sing a few cat songs during her perfor­
mance Saturday, Aug. 18 at Trinity House Theatre in Livonia.

before they are sent to 
their new homes.

Houts works in the con­
cierge area at a local 
hotel and spends her free 
time rescuing stray, aban­
doned and homeless cats, 
in addition to trapping

feral cats, getting them 
neutered or spayed and 
returning to die outdoors.

“It’s like another full­
time job, but it’s worth 
it,” said Houts, who has

Please see RESCUE, B7
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M ary is 34 years old 

She ju s t purchased 

her f irs t home and

is searching fo r the 

perfect couch.
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Do you know  
what moves Mary?

(We do.)
With our audience expertise and 
targeting, we can help your business 
reach more Women like Mary. Find 
out how the Observer & Eccentric 
and Hometown Weeklies Newspaper 
Group’s solutions — enhanced by 
partnerships with companies like Yahool 
—  make us the local leader in digital 
marketing.

Call Observer & Eccentric 
at 734-582-8363 

and Hometown Weeklies 
a t 248-437-2011
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Suburban Collection 
Showplace hosts Michigan’s 

largest Indian event

A traditional Indian dance group performs at last year's India Day in Novi.

By Cal Stone
Staff Writer

More than 20,000 people are expect­
ed to attend India Day -  the largest cel­
ebration of Asian Indian culture in the 
Midwest -- held without admission at 
The Suburban Collection Showplace 
in Novi from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 19.

“It ’s a great event to see and learn 
about Indian culture, history and tra­
ditions,” said Ramesh Gudapuri, India 
Day chairman for the past six years.

Gudapuri has been living in Novi for 
almost 10 years and is a board member 
of the event presenter: India League 
of America, a non-profit, secular orga­
nization formed in 1978 with a mission 
to champion the interests of Indian 
American community in Michigan

This one-of-a-kind event salutes 
India’s Independence Day, which was 
Aug. IS.

The opening ceremony will begin 
at 10 a.m. with a parade with partici­
pants dancing and performing music 
while dressed in traditional costumes 
that represent each Indian state. The 
parade route ends at the main stage 
where all dignitaries and special invit­
ed guests are welcomed with mari­
gold garland and given a red tilak, a 
customary religious mark worn on the 
forehead. The opening ceremony con­
cludes with the lighting of the lamp, 
a Hindu custom to give thanks to the 
Lord and acknowledge a new event.

“It ’s a symbolic gesture to God to 
bless us with success,” said Gudapuri.

He anticipates guests will include 
state and local officials, like State 
Rep. Hugh Crawford and Dave Staudt, 
Novi’s mayor pro tern.

Following the ceremony, the cele­
bration will continue with fun for all 
ages. More than 300 Indian perform­
ers are scheduled throughout the day. 
From patriotic songs and folk music 
to classical and Bollywood-inspired 
dancers, the line-up includes region­
al dance academies as well as profes­
sional entertainers from local groups 
such as Nadanta, Thirak Kathak, Oris­
sa Society, Detroit Telugu and Gujara­
ti Samaj.

“There will be something for every­
one,” said Gudapuri.

In  addition, attendees also will have 
the opportunity to enjoy a selection of 
authentic Indian food provided by a 
number of local restaurants, including 
Mirichi Indian Cusine, Udupi and Roy­
al Sweets. More than 100 vendors will 
be on-site to display and sell authen­
tic Indian apparel, costumes, arts and 
crafts, home furnishings and jewelry.

“Our special thanks to Ford Motor 
Company who has been wholeheart­
edly supporting India Day since the 
inception,” said Gudapuri.

Other event sponsors include Chrys­
ler Group LLC, Consumers Energy, 
McDonalds, Mercedes-Benz Finan­
cial Services USA LLC, Mirchi Indi­
an Cuisine, Royal Sweets, Ram Cre­

ations, HCL Global, Sistar Mortgage, 
and Global Marble & Granite.

While Gudapuri estimates that there 
are approximately 50,000 Indians 
in the metro Detroit area, the event 
attracts a lot of others as well.

“We’re putting forth effort this year

so they can understand and learn about 
our culture and diversity.”

For more information about India 
Day, visit www.ilamichigan.org.

The Suburban Collection Showplace 
is located at 46100 Grand River Ave. in 
Novi.

GET O U T!

Sylvia is among New Beginnings Animal Foundation's 
adoptable cats.

RESCUE
Continued from page B6 

three cats and two dogs

A n im al lo v er
Gumina adopted a 

three-legged Pomerani­
an that was rescued from 
a puppy mill. She began 
fostering cats for NBAF 
after discovering its 
Facebook page.

“I started following 
their Facebook page. 
They’d go to Ohio to 
deliver a cat, to Flint to 
get a cat. They’d go to 
adoption events,” said 
the long-time theater 
teacher, director and 
actor.

Like Houts’ volunteers, 
Gumina’s improvisers 
live throughout the Met­
ro area.

She started the drop-in 
improv classes as a Meet- 
up.com group with nine 
students in June 2010.

"We now have 200. At 
our Ibesday night meet­
ings I average between 
16 and 20 people,” she 
said. Sessions cost $10 
and meet the third Tues­
day of the month, except 
this month because of the 
fundraiser.

Gumina also teaches at 
Palaestra Home School 
Co-op in Livonia and at a 
church in Detroit.

“You don’t know how

many people have writ­
ten to me that they joined 
this class to get out of 
their shyness. They love 
it,” she described the 
drop-in sessions. “Some 
who started with me in 
June (2010) are still with 
me and they are good.”

She said the art form 
also teaches trust, give 
and take, listening, work­
ing in a group and work­
ing toward a mutual goal.

“It ’s accepting and non- 
judgemental. Everyone 
has a good time,” Gumina 
said. “The audiences here 
eat it up because it’s just 
friendly fun. We don’t 
swear and we don’t ref­
erence sex or body parts. 
We are family friendly.”

For more information 
about Gumina’s drop- 
in improv class at Trin­
ity House Theatre, visit 
Meetup.com and search 
for “Improvisation...Alive 
in the Moment.

For more about New 
Beginnings Animal Foun­
dation, visit its Facebook 
page, e-mail to adopt. 
nbaf@gmail.com or call 
(734)743-1142. The group 
holds adoptions noon-4 
p.m. Saturday and noon- 
3 p.m. Sunday, the first 
weekend of the month, 
at Petco, 35725 Warren 
Road, Westland.

For more about Trinity 
House Theatre, visit trini- 
tyhousetheatre.org.

Senior troupe 
performs in Canton

There’s still time to 
see The Still Got it Play­
ers’ performance of Old 
Hams at the Village The­
ater in Canton.

The show, about resi­
dents in a home for aging 
performers, continues 
through Sunday. Curtain 
is at 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 
17,2 p.m.; and 7 p.m. Sat­
urday, Aug. 18 and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 19.

The play tells the story 
of the actors, singers and 
musicians who to save 
their home from the tax 
collector and from the

greedy son of an attor­
ney intent on selling the 
property and turning it 
into a shopping mall.

The Still Got it Players 
is the senior troupe with­
in Spotlight Players, res­
ident community theater 
group at the Village The­
atre, 50400 Cherry Hill 
Road.

Tickets are $15 for 
adults, $13 for seniors 
and students, and $11 for 
groups. They’re avail­
able online at www.can- 
ton-mi.org/villagethe-

CITY GALLERY
Time/Date: Through Aug.

Details: "Fire and Ice" 
exhibit features photos 
by Royal (Roy) Severs.
Severs was diagnosed 
with Parkinson's disease 
in 2001. His now-limited 
mobility, however, has not 
put a damper on his love 
for photography. He often 
uses a vehicle to  get him 
to  his subjects, whether on 
land or water 
Contact: (248)473-1800 
DETROIT INSTITUTE 
OF ARTS
Time/Dates: 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Wednesday-Thursday, 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday;
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday- 
Sunday
Location: 5200 Wood­
ward, Detroit 
Family Sundays: 2 p.m. 
Sundays; storytelling, 
performances; free with 
admission
Exhibits: Patti Smith: 
Camera Solo, shows per­
former Patti Smith's pho­
tographs, through Sept. 2; 
Five Spanish Masterpieces 
features works by Picasso, 
Goya, Velazquez, El Greco 
and Dali, through Aug. 19;‘ 
Picasso & Matisse exhibits 
all of the museum's draw­
ings and prints by the two 
artists, through Jan. 6,
2013
Contact: (313) 833-7900, 
www.dia.org 
NORTHVILLE ART 
HOUSE
Time/Date: 1-5 p.m. 
Wednesday-Saturday, 
through Aug. 25 
Location: 215 W. Cady, 
Northville
Details: "Thoughts With 
Thread" exhibit features 
art quilts, woven tapes­
tries, embroidery, paper, 
baskets,’ felted wool and 
figurative work 
Coming up: "Beyond Bor­
ders: Mosaic Exhibit and 
Auction" runs Sept. 7-22 
and features mosaic work 
by artists from around the 
world that will be auc­
tioned online at http:// 
www.BiddingForGood. 
com/DWB-MSF. Online bid­
ding runs from 9 a.m. Fri­
day, Sept. 1 to 9 p.m. Sept. 
21. Opening reception is 
6-9 p.m. Friday, Sept. 7 at 
Northville Art House 
Contact: (248) 344-0497

Comedy
ANDIAMO NOVI
Time/Date: 9 p.m. Satur­
day, Aug. 18 
Location: 42705 Grand 
River Ave., Novi 
Details: "Comedy Held 
Hostage" tour w ith Chill-

Mass Transit plays Thursday, Aug. 16 at Stars in the Park in Farmington Hills.

ian Thomas, Jarred Kreger 
and Susan Coletti. Tickets 
are $10, available at the 
Andiamo Novi Theatre ab 
Contact:
JOEY'S COMEDY 
CLUB OF LIVONIA
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Mon­
days, open mic; 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Local Legends; 8 
p.m. shows Wednesdays, 
Thursdays; 8 p.m. & 10:30 
p.m. Fridays, Saturdays 
Location: 36071 Plymouth 
Road, Livonia 
Contact: (734)261-0555, 
www.kickerscomplex.com 
MARK RIDLEY’S 
COMEDY CASTLE 
Time/Date: Mike Bonner, 
Aug. 16-18; KTTatara,
Aug. 23-25; Joe Zimmer­
man, Sept. 6-8; Adam Rich­
mond, Sept. 13-15; Greg 
Warren, Sept. 20-22; Chris 
Porter, Sept. 27-29 
Location: 269 E. Fourth, 
Royal Oak
Contact: (248) 542-9900, 
www.comedycastle.com

Dance
FAIRLANE BALLROOM 
DANCE CLUB
Time/Date: 7:30-10:30 
p.m. every Thursday 
Location: Lyskawa V.F.W. 
Hall, 6840 Waverly, east of 
Telegraph, south of War­
ren in Dearborn Heights 
Details: Singles an couples 
dance to live bands on a 
hardwood dance floor. Ad­
mission is $7 for members 
and $8 for nonmembers. 
Free refreshments 
Contact: Jean Orleans at 
(734) 516-0500

MASTERS OF TAP
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 18 
Location: Orchestra Hall, 
3711 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit
Details: The show caps 
the three-day 5th Motor 
City Tap Fest and features 
its faculty in performance. 
Dancers include Gregg Rus­
sell, Sarah Reich of "So You 
Think You Can Dance?,"
Avi Miller and Ofer Ben,
Dr. Harold "Stumpy" 
Cromer, Robert Reed,
Karen Callaway and many 
others. Tickets are $25-$35 
Contact: www.motorcity- 
tapfest.com 
MOON DUSTERS 
Time/Date: 8:30-11:30 
p.m. every Saturday; dance 
lessons 7-8 p.m.
Location: Livonia Civic 
Center, 15218 Farmington 
Road, Livonia 
Details: Singles and 
couples; free refreshments. 
Dance lessons cost $6; 
dance and lessons are $11; 
dance only is $7 for guests, 
$6.50 for associates and $6 
for Moon Dusters members 
Contact: Joe Castrodale, 
club president, (248) 968- 
SI 97
STARS OF RUSSIAN 
BALLET
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Satur­
day, Aug. 18 
Location: Power Center 
for the Performing Arts,
121 Fletcher, Ann Arbor 
Details: Stars o f the Rus­
sian Ballet gala perfor­
mance features dancers 
from international compa­
nies Tickets are $48-568

available from the Michi­
gan Union Ticket office 
Contact: (734) 763-8587

Film
COMPUWARE ARENA 
DRIVE-IN
Time/Date: Gates open at 
7:30 and movies start at 
dusk; open nightly through 
Sept. 2
Location: 14900 Beck, 
Plymouth
Details: Listen to the film 
through a battery-oper­
ated FM radio or your car 
radio. Tickets are $9 for 
adults, $6 for ages 4-12 and 
free for age 3 and under. 
Students with ID pay $7 
Sunday-Thursday 
Contact: (734) 453-8300 
PENN THEATRE 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. and 
9:20 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
Aug. 17-18 and 4:30 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 19 
Location: 760 Penniman 
Ave., Plymouth 
Details: "Snow White and 
the Huntsman," $3 
Coming up: "Madagascar 
3: Europe's Most Wanted," 
7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24 and 
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday- 
Sunday, Aug. 25-26 
Summer Cinema: All 
shows screen at 1 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. "Batteries Not 
Included," Thursday, Aug. 
16; "Wallace & Gromit The 
Curse of the Were-Rabbit," 
Thursday, Aug. 23; and 
"Muppets from Space," 
Thursday, Aug. 30. Tickets

it $3

Beth Wood, a 
singer-song- 
writer from Or­
egon, performs 
Friday, Aug. 17

http://www.ilamichigan.org
mailto:nbaf@gmail.com
http://www.dia.org
http://www.BiddingForGood
http://www.kickerscomplex.com
http://www.comedycastle.com
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Smoky Bacon Cheddar Panini
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I
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A classic grilled cheese sandwich is 
one of the iconic foods of childhood. 
And while plenty of people still enjoy 
a basic grilled cheese, many are look­
ing for ways to take their favorite 
sandwich from the kiddie table to the 
grownup table.

Of course, your choice of cheese is 
the key to the perfect sandwich. Dif­
ferent types of cheese will provide 
unique flavors and textures. Flavored 
cheese slices lay a tasty foundation for 
a wide variety of sandwich toppings. 
And certain cheeses, such as Borden 
Grilled Cheese Melts, are made spe­
cifically for their creamy consistency 
when melted.

Experimenting with new ingredients 
can also dress up everybody’s favorite 
sandwich. Create your own signature 
sandwich with additions such as:

• Fresh or sun dried tomatoes
•  Bacon or prosciutto
•  Avocado
• Fresh herbs such as sage, basil, 

oregano or cilantro
• Jalapeiio
• Pickles
• Roasted red peppers
• Caramelized onions
• Flavored cheese slices such as 

Southwest Pepperjack, Smoked Ched­
dar or Applewood Bacon Cheddar

•  Apple or pear slices
•  Dijon or honey mustard
•  Smoked or mesquite turkey
You can also change things up with

different breads. TYy pumpernickel, 
rye, seven-grain, sourdough or English 
muffin bread.

lb  find more deliciously cheesy rec­
ipes you can feel good about sharing 
with your family, visit www.Friend- 
sofElsie.com.

Super Apple Ham-n-Cheese

2 slices whole grain bread
I tablespoon butter, softened
'h tablespoon honey mustard
1 slice extra sharp Cheddar
2 large slices deli ham
'/; apple, peeled and cut in thin slices
Spread one side of each slice of 

bread with butter. Then spread 
opposite side of bread with honey 
mustard. Place one slice of bread 
butter side down in skillet over 
medium heat. Layer one slice of 
cheese, ham and apple. Spread sec­
ond piece of bread with honey mus­

Super Apple Ham and Cheese

and cheese is melted.
Smoky Bacon Cheddar 
Turkey Panini Melts

1 cup yellow onion, cut into strips 
1 tablespoon canola oil 
8 slices sourdough bread 
’/«cup mayonnaise 
8 slices turkey (about 8 ounces)

Tangy Citrus Grilled Cheese

tard and place honey mustard side 
down on top of sandwich. Cook 6 to 
7 minutes, flipping to ensure each 
side is golden brown and cheese is 
melted.

Tangy Citrus Grilled Cheese

1 tablespoon butter, softened
2 slices white or wheat bread
2 slices Borden Grilled Cheese Melts
I tablespoon orange marmalade

Spread Vi tablespoon of butter 
on one side of a slice of bread and 
place butter side down in a skillet 
over medium heat. Top with one 
slice of cheese, then spread with 
marmalade. Layer second slice of 
cheese. Spread remaining butter on 
one side of second slice of bread, 
and place butter side up on sand­
wich. Cook 6 to 7 minutes, flipping 
to ensure each side is golden brown

'k cup roasted red peppers pieces, drained 
Heat oil in small skillet over 

medium heat; add onions and cook 
for 1 to 2 minutes or until tender- 
crisp. Spread mayonnaise evenly 
onto one side of each bread slice. 
Layer 2 slices turkey, 2 slices 
cheese, grilled onions and roasted 
red peppers evenly on each of 4 
bread shces. Close each with top 
half of sandwich. Spread butter 
on top and bottom of sandwiches; 
grill in skillet or clamshell panini 
grill until cheese melts and bread is

Cheddar-Apple Pie Panini
1 sSce Borden Applewood Bacon Cheddar Singles 

Sensations
1 slice Granny Smith apple
Dash of apple pie seasoning
2 slices bread of choice
Butter
Lightly butter panini grill.
Slice bread in thick slices; place 

a slice of Borden Applewood Bacon 
Cheddar Singles Sensations on one 
slice of bread, and top with a slice of 
Granny Smith apple.

Top the apple slice with a dash of 
apple pie seasoning or cinnamon.

Finally, place the top slice of 
bread onto the sandwich, and grill 
until nicely browned.

Grilled Bacon-Cheddar- 
Sundried Tomato

2 slices Applewood Bacon Cheddar
Sun-dried tomatoes— not oil packed
2 slices sourdough or seeded rye bread
A twist on the standard grilled 

cheese — prepare by buttering 
sourdough or other artisan bread on 
one side and grill in fry  pan — put 
cheese and sun dried tomatoes 
between slices and grill until cheese 
is melted and bread is browned.

Courtesy o/Family Features

C ITY BITES

S harks and  burgers
FARMINGTON HILLS — Jaws Jum­

bo Burgers will wrap up its Shark Week 
Friday, Aug. 17. The restaurant, located 
at 29216 Orchard Lake Road, is show­
ing movies about sharks this week. For 
more information call (248) 855-2228.

In  th e  p ink
PLYMOUTH — Kids, their dolls and 

escorts can participate in a Victorian- 
style tea, complete with tea sandwich­
es and desserts from Jeff Zak Cater­

ing, Aug. 24 at the Plymouth Historical 
Museum. Tickets are $30 for one adult 
and one child and $18 for each addition­
al person. Buy tickets at the museum 
or online at www.plymouthhistory.org, 
using PayPal. The fun starts at noon 
and will include storytelling, dressing 
up a glamour photo, and a make and 
take craft after the tea. The museum is 
located at 155 Main. (734) 455-8940.

W in e  tas tin g
LIVONIA — d.vine fine wines is tak­

ing registration for 
a tasting with Bob 
Morus, of Phelps Creek 
Vineyards and Mt. Defi­
ance Wine Company, 7- 
9 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 22.
This small boutique winery
focuses on estate grown
Pinot Noir and Char- *  ..
donnay. Cost is $20 for
Wine Club members
and $25 for non-members. Call (734)
432-3800.

http://www.plymouthhistory.org
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Making a prudent decision about buying a house comes down to an honest assessment of what you can afford.

Buying a home: Prepare by 
getting your finances in order
For those considering buying 

a home, the current real estate 
market presents some unique 
opportunities. One of the side 
effects of the economic roll­
er-coaster ride of the past few 
years is that home prices have 
gone down and more homes 
have gone on the market.
For buyers, that means more 
choices and better deals. How­
ever, those same tumultuous 
years also can also teach buy­
ers a lesson: Make smart buy­
ing decisions and be wise with 
your finances.

Impulsive buying is nev­
er a good idea when it comes 
to a purchase as significant as 
a home, but it was something 
of a trend at the height of the 
mid-2000s. Now, with banks 
lending far more cautiously, 
you need to be absolutely cer­
tain that your finances are in 
order — and healthy — to be 
able to get the best deal on

your purchase.
There are a number of steps 

you can take to get ready to 
buy a home, and you might 
need to work on them simul­
taneously. Consider that you’ll 
need to start saving, if  you 
haven’t already, but you’ll 
also need to review your cred­
it score and do what you can 
to either maintain it or work 
toward healthier credit. Both 
of these tasks will help make 
the home-buying process bet­
ter for you.

Your credit is an impor­
tant factor in determining the 
terms under which you can get 
a mortgage. Broadly speak­
ing, the better your credit 
is, the more positively you’ll 
be viewed by lenders — and 
that can lead to better inter­
est rates. And because you’ll 
be paying off your home for 
years to come, it’s important to 
get the best rate possible.

Start by checking your cred­
it report. You’re entitled to 
one free check of your report, 
from TVansUnion and oth­
er credit reporting agencies 
every year. As much as you 
need to check your report to 
find out what shape your cred­
it is in, it’s also essential to 
review it for inaccuracies or 
fraudulent activity, both of 
which can have a negative 
impact on your score.

If  your credit health needs 
some work, start taking action 
immediately. Paying bills on 
time, reducing your overall 
debt and limiting new credit 
inquiries can all help to build 
your credit — but be patient, 
as it can take time for your 
positive actions to take effect. 
Nevertheless, the sooner you 
make the effort, the sooner 
you’ll see results.

Making a prudent decision 
about buying a house comes

down to an honest assess­
ment of what you can afford. 
Keep in mind that you might 
be approved for a loan that’s 
larger than what is practi­
cal for you to afford. While it 
may be tempting to buy a pric­
ier house, the stress of strug­
gling to make payments could 
diminish your enjoyment of 
your new home and even put 
you at financial risk. One rule 
of thumb is that most borrow­
ers can afford a home loan that 
runs about 2'k times their annu­
al salary.

Buying a home is a complex 
process, but one that is ulti­
mately very rewarding when 
done right. By organizing your 
finances well in advance, you’ll 
help set yourself up for success. 
For more information about 
credit and buying a home, visit 
www.transunion.com.

— Courtesy ARA

Environmental 
contamination 
may play a role

By Robert Meisner

Q: I am wondering in a 
condemnation matter whether 
evidence of environmental 
contamination and remediation 
costs is admissible to reduce the 
condemnation award?

A: There was a recent deci; 
sion out of Illinois which found 
that evidence of environmen­
tal contamination is no differ­
ent than evidence of a leaky 
basement, a cracked founda­
tion or a dilapidated roof. The 
court reasoned that if  the dam­
age and costs of repair would 
influence a purchaser in deter­
mining how much to pay for ■ 
the land, then such evidence 
is relevant to fair market val­
ue and admis­
sible in a con­
demnation pro­
ceeding. It  
should be not­
ed that only 
12 states have 
addressed this 
issue and a 
slim majori- Robert Meisner 
ty has allowed 
consideration
of contamination and media­
tion costs in determining fair 
market value. You are best 
advised to consult with your 
real estate lawyer.

Q: I have always thought that ’ 
when you are enforcing a deed 
restriction, the court will balance the 
equities, so to speak, in terms of 
the enforceability of the restriction. 
What do you think about that?

A: While each case is unique 
to its own facts, in a recent 
appellate decision out of Rhode 
Island, the court reasoned that 
a land owner that deliberate­
ly violates restrictive cove- ' 
nants must remove the offend­
ing structures without the ben­
efit of the balancing of equi­
ties. The court indicated that, 
ordinarily, if  enforcement of a 
restriction disproportionately 
harms the defendant with little 
benefit to the plaintiff, a court 
may balance the equities, but 
the benefit of that doctrine is 
generally reserved for an inno­
cent party that proceeds with­
out knowledge that he or she 
is encroaching upon anoth­
er’s property rights. I f  the par­
ties, however, are not innocent, 
and they construct a home that 
they knew violated at least 
some of the restrictions in • 
that particular case, they will 
be ordered to tear down the 
premises.

Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer 
and author of Condominium Op­
eration: Getting Started & Stay­
ing on the Right Track, second 
edition, available for $9.95 plus-$1 
shipping/handling. He also wrote 
Condo Living: A Survival Guide 
to Buying, Owning and Selling 
a Condominium, available for 
$24.95 plus $5 shipping/ han­
dling. Call (248) 644-4433 or visit 
bmeisner@meisner-law.com. This 
column shouldn't be construed as 
legal advice.

REAL ESTATE 
BRIEFS

Real Estate  career 
s em in ar

Learn about the $50 Income 
Guarantee 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
today at Keller Williams 
Realty, 40600 Ann Arbor 
Road, Suite 100, in Plymouth. 
For more information con­
tact M ike Workman at (734) 
459-4700 or mworkman® 
kw.com.

Finance sem inar
Learn how to finance your 

purchase and rehab proj­
ects in and around Detroit. 
Hear from an expert in the 
lending business, Trent Dal- 
rymple, who has more than 
25 years of experience. Real 
estate and investment pro­
fessionals are welcome. 
Seating is limited, so call 
(248) 547-3006 or sign up at 
www.metro-mi.com. These 
free one-hour seminars will 
be 6-7 p.m. on the first and 
third Thursday of the month 
at Metro Mortgage Invest­
ments, 26711 Woodward 
Ave., Suite 301, Huntington 
Woods.

HO M ES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TR A N SA C TIO N S-W A YN E
These are the Observer 8 Eccentric-area residential 

real-estate closings recorded the week of April 30-May 
4, 2012 at the Wayne County Register of Deeds office 
Listed below are cities, addresses, and sales prices. 
CANTON
248 Charterhouse Dr..............................$115,000
49761 Courtyard Ln -..........................$165,000
685 Foothill Dr....................................... $85,000
50177 Grant St......................................$241,000
47231 Hanford Rd................................. $232,000
8234 Holly Dr....................................... $110,000
43248 Pepperwood St............................ $184,000
44275 Postmill Ct...................................$130,000
265 Shana St........................................$160,000
45825 Spinning Wheel Dr.......................$200,000
41500 Stafford Ct..................................$140,000
1244 W Crystal Cir................................. $215,000
GARDEN CITY
32507 Bridge St......................................$81,000
31027 Florence St....................................$69,000
LIVONIA
16111 Golfview St.................................$224,000
9910 Henry Ruff Rd............................... $129,000
14S42 Huff St....................................... $130,000
11807 Hunters Park Ct............................$238,000
29645 Jacquelyn Dr................................$135,000

35646 JoyRd..........................................$88,000
37563 Kingsbury St................................$140,000
18186 Lathers St............................. ;...... $52,000
15605 Mayfield St...................................$77,000
11431 Merriman Rd................................ $88,000
11208 Middlebelt Rd................................$26,000
31624 Pembroke St................................. $76,000
29100 Terrence St..................................$ 155,000
32825 W Chicago St...............................$133,000
NORTHVILLE
16744 Bradner Rd..............!...................$224,000

13508 Westbrook Rd...
REDFORD
12920 Brady..............
13542 Brady..............

1682 Cassady Place Dr.............................$139,000
49903 Cooke Ave...................................$461,000
1530 Nantucket Rd................................ $150,000

14204 Breakfast Dr... 
14266 Breakfast Dr...
20492 Centralia.....
26720 Joy Rd.........
26720 JoyRd.........
19328 Kinloch........
19319 Lexington.....

25501 Saint Martins t  
18711 Woodworth.... 
WESTLAND
37269 Amhurst Dr...
32727 Avondale St....
31816 Bay Ct..........
8149 Beatrice.........
31132 Beechnut St....
35805 Canyon Dr.....
32018 Cheboygan Ct.

35469 Farragut St......
34665 Hazelwood St....
32222 Oscoda Ct........
8208 Parkside Dr........

....$151,000 

....$142,000 
 $20,000

....$71,000
 $4,000
....$72,000

HO M ES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TR A N S A C TIO N S -O A K LA N D
These are the Obsenrer & Eccentric-area residential 

real-estate closings recorded the weeks of April 16-20, 
2012 at the Oakland County Register of Deeds office. 
Listed below are cities, addresses, and sales prices. 
BEVERLY HILLS
32461 Beaconsfield St.............................$310,000
20301 ElwoodSt................................... $148,000

• 31975 W Bell Vine Trl $430,000
32757 White Oaks Trl.......................  $450,000

BIRMINGHAM
909 Bird Ave....
928 Chapin Ave..

852 Henrietta St *  854.......
1893 Maryland Blvd.........
323 N Eton St..................
1818 Yorkshire Rd............
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
2932 Squirrel Rd..............
BLOOMRELD TOWNSHIP
1938 Cragin Dr................
674 E Fox Hills Dr.............

... $489,000 
... $535,000 
...$176,000
 $57,000
... $280,000

6080 Snowshoe Cir..
5156 Woodlands Ln............................... $250,000
FARMINGTON HILLS
22236 Averhill St  .........................$90,000
31625 Belmont St.................................. $141,000
37167 Berkleigh Ct.................................$285,000
29373 Blrchcrest Way..............................$296,000
34727 Bunker Hill Dr.............................. $145,000

E Echo Vly.....................................$41,000

$138,000 22649 Foxmoor Dr.............................
$390,000 51148 Hallfield St....
$769 000 51159 Hallfield St.............................

27023 Ladbroke St....
27039 Victoria Rd....
28188 Wolcott Dr....
SOUTH LYON
26400 Daria Cir.......
53792 Edgewood Dr.

12,000 30342 Essex Dr...
21884 Flanders St............

roOOO 35767 Fredericksburg Rd ...
Xj’ooo 30831 Hunters Dr #23.......
jo'ooo 36172 Old Homestead Dr...

58731 P< 
336 Prim 
24845 Ra

35361 Stratton Hill Ct...........................
24089 Susan Dr....................................
27716 Westcott Crescent Or .............. $92,000
FRANKUN
25875 Romany Way...............................$450,000
30656 Woodside Dr................................$334,000
MILFORD
2886 Lonen Dr...................................... $186,000
6S3 Sweetbriar..................................... $105,000
NOVI
45119 Bartlett Dr.................................. $369,000

  svine Dr...........
52860 Willowbrook Dr.... 
SOUTHRELD
17620 Gateway Or........
29480 Marshall St.........
30123 Rock Oeek Dr.....
28117 Selkirk St............

41 Tiffany Dr W.......
5000 Town Ctr....
18824 Webster Ave....
18405 Westhampton A 
17320 WesthamptonRi 
20815 Winchester St.... 
WHITE LAKE
231 Horizon Rd.........
658 Red Bank Dr........

 $45,000
 $45,000
...$104,000

...$123,000 
 $73,000

 $98,000

http://www.transunion.com
mailto:bmeisner@meisner-law.com
http://www.metro-mi.com
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Homes For Rent

Classitied Advertising: t-800-579-7355 rw.hometownllte.com

mnyj
m
m

nportments.(om. 
HomeFindgr

Call Don 734-634-9463

'g r w m p e j

your newer model homer 
Into our community 

Call for details:

PARK ESTATES
Beautiful completely 

Remodeled 3 txlrm 2 balh
&rtra savtngs lor cash buyers 

lease-opllai program
734-481-3321

|™ M & d . .  1
I,  PARK ESTATES-*

MAUSOLEUM C 
SALE - Oakland H 
12 Mile/Novf Rd

734-464-3847. 734-513-4966

Mobile Home Rentals

rg,,'. u1 i. h-H

'  Farmington Hills 
Own Or Lease

S575-Or Less

All Appli. • We Finance 
• Now tPre-ouned aval
[ittlejbBcyi | i «

Rooms For Rent

Looking
fora
NEW
home?
Be sure you look in 
your Observers. 
Ecceniric Classified 
section lor all the 
newest local listings!

■nUp )

QUALITY CLEANING SE

S BLACKTOP DRIVEWAYS

TE DRYWALL SRV.

®. Mart- 313-363-6738

FAMILY ELECTRICAL

Ice changes or any sm.

REA & SON CEMENT CO. 
28726 Plymouth Rd 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Driveways, garage floors, 
porches, awnings, railirtgs, 

brick work.
We also build  garages!

7 3 4 -4 2 5 -7 9 6 6
Call today for a Free Estimate!

y i
“ S  U  N  K - I S  L  
B  U ' l  L D I ' I ^ I  G  

l » G R O U P x  
7 3 4 - 4 2 5 - O O f f O ^

•  G arages •  Siding 
•  Additions •  DormerS|. 

•  Cem ent w ork

A ll H o m e  
Im p ro v e m e n ts !

7 3 4 - 4 2 5 - 0 0 0 0
C ali today fo r  a  
Free Estim ate!

LACOURE SERVICES

PAINTING BY ROBER'
«l • PlasterrDrywall Rei

QUALITY PAINTING

M^rs'pM) 225-7165

m
m
o
- a

builder™

Help Wanted-General

ASSEMBLY

rwyufacturer In Plymouth

eager to Irain dependable, bright Individuals who can

pan time, day-shih posi- 

Competitive wages and a
S W f o f 86

CONCRETE LABORER

cense. SlO-SII/hr; 50-:

I linger printibackground cl

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage Lending (734) 459-0782 3.375 0 2.75 0 J/A

Accurate Mortgage Solutions (800)593-1912 35 0 2.75 0 J/A

AFI Financial (877) 234-0600 3.375 0 2.75 0 J/A/F

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. (248) 740-2323 3.375 0 2.75 0 J/A

BRINKS Gold Star Mortgage (888) 293-3477 3.25 0.875 2.75 6J/A/V/F

Client Services by Gold Star (800) 991-9922 0.875 2.75 0J/A/V/F I

Co-op Services Credit Union (734)466-6113 < 0.25 3.375 0
Dearborn Federal Savings Ban (313)565-3100 

(800) 792 8830

3.875

3.75 o

3.25

3 0 J/A/V/F |

Gold Star Mortgage (888) 293-3477 3.25 2.75 J/A/V/F

Group One Mortgage (248)282-1602 3.625 3 0 J/A/V/F

Mortgages by Gold Star (888) 293-3477 3.375 2.625 0.5 J/A/V/F

Above Information available as of 8/10/12 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 
$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score ol 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment 
calculation & most current rales available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at vYww.rmcreport.com.
Key lo ■other' column - J. Jumbo. A = Arm, v - VA, F - FHA & NR .  Not Reported 
f= t All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 
©2012 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Challenging fun fo r ALL ages

PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS

1 Take hastily
5 In good shape
8 Fastidious

12 Roulette color
13 Victorian, e.g.

15 Column 
support

17 Very, 
informally

18 Common 
Market, briefly

19 Time of the 
mammals

21 Like jokers, 
sometimes

24 Puts up, as 
artwork

26 Biscotto flavor
28 Sault — Marie
29 Plaything
32 Win at rummy
33 Start the day
35 Vocalist — 

Sumac
36 Dog days in

37 Gallivant

38 Mr. Spock’s

40 Woody or 
Marcus

42 Oxford tutors
43 Rebel’s foe
46 Pro vote
48 Walkie-talkie 

word
49 Wasted 

(hyph.)
54 Mafor- — 

(steward)
55 Gunk
56 Southwest art 

colony
57 In a while
58 Sweetie pie
59 Kind of pump

1 Econ. indicator

Answer to Previous Puzzle

r a n B D  m a m a  b h q
1HC3 BH0SC] (DQB 
□ B Q  Q S Q B B

L! Y R O L
F O I A N N

6 Rollover sub)
7 Natural g
8 DEA agents

elephant 
11 Painted 

tinware 
16 Where GA is
20 Curved 

moldings
21 Compensation
2 2  for keeps
23 Stripe
25 All kidding — 
27 .Silent flier
29 Beginner
30 Eclipse, to an 

ancient
31 Tibetan oxen 
34 Elizabethan

knight
39 Customizes
40 Tire center
41 Parachute 

material
43 Jedi master

products brand 
45 Verne’s 

captain 
47 Einsteinium, in 

the lab
50 London lav
51 Perfume label

Want more puzzles?
Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books 

at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUVOKLA
8 4 2 6

2 6 3 1 4
3 1 8 9 2
5 6 7

4 6
2 3 8

1 9 4 6
4 5 8
6 8 7 5 9 4

Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
saw y to the test!

Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzlel

W o rd  S e a rc h  —  B o a tin g
p B K E R E I A U G A D L W Y
i H 0 K N S R 0 X C A H I G H
X R N A M I T 0 H G E J F R X
X J F V T R G A L W L M E K N
M L C A G R F N R s I R V C V
R V Y R E Z K 0 E B 0 C E 0 c
T S K Y G 0 E C A T 0 N S D M
S B L T 0 E L E 0 X w A T E B
H S Q L S V S M M G X 0 R J R
I T Z R E Y 0 U B D J K U D R
P Y X S H Y P T Y T E F A S 0
H M S K I A J V D E 0 U A N H
H E P 0 R T Q F M V K I V N C
L L T A K L X I H T L A 0 Z N
Z B S P D U D T P U I U L A A

anchor dock life  vest safety ship
boat engine m otor sai starboard
buoy lake port vessel

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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[ Help WantH-fierwral | “JSS.

MEDICAL

calennp e*pefttn« requ-TRAVELING
CLEANER

Iranspoita-

builder

| Help WantBd-6en»r»l ) TRUCK D R IVER
Full-Time

RN, LPN  or IYIA

Help Wanled- 
Foot'Btveraae

f S i SDRIVER - FULL TIME

gel Ciavfieu? I
SECRETARIAL

even more potential 
employees with an 

Observers Eccentric 
and Hometown

PLUMBER - Exp

For d e ta ils  ca ll 
1-8 0 0 -5 7 9 -7 3 5 5

Learn more
about our canng PIA N O

programs.
volunteer and

Angel
H§sp

employment
opportunities. performances, 

734-421

734- 464-7810

CAREGIVER WANTED:

TREA2URE HOMECARE: O

jrdienls 313-695-SK7

Antlgues/Cellectlblee j

DINING ROOM SET-

OINING TABLE: 6 chairs, i

( Honsel

Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, August 16,2C

jl The Carpel Guys and sa-

Rummage Sale/ 
Flea Martet

,10
(I455irap5
1-800-579-SEU

FARMINGTON RILES- &>

lupper-ware. Pyrex, yard lools. 
Roc. insulators, typevrrtners. 
wad an. luggage. Me cabinet.

1
Pottery (400 Pieces) 
Huge Toy Collections 
ind Star Wars, Robots, 
G1 Transformers, 
Lionel Trains, Cast Iron, 
Tin Littw, Tonka, • Gold 
S Silver Coins • Gun 
Collection • Rare 
Vintage Baseball Cards
• Arcade Games 
Comics • 19 
Oakland Sedan • 1952 
Harley Davidson 
Motorcycle • Jewelry
• Military • Police 
Badges • Bronzes • 
Sterling • Banks and 
More!

Saturday, 
Aug. 25 tii, 2012 

@ 10:00 AM
Washtenaw Farm 
Council Grounds 

5055 Ann Arbor-SaDneRd 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

3 Rings per hour 
Complete details 

with pics @ 
TheSuperAuction.net

LIVONIA - TEACHER'S SA

9-6pm. Colledibles (1970s

Ul. Friday and Saturday,

Old Orchard Condominiums. 
Aug. 18th, 8am-4pm. Rain day

FINDING A JOB 
TAKES WORK.
LET YOUR RESUME TAKE SOME OF THE LOAD OFF.

Get more out of your resume. Upload it to CareerBuilder.com - 
and make it even easier for employers to find you.

careerbuildeu  
START BUILDING
e 200 CareerBuilder, LLC. All rights reserved.

Swindon Advertiser
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3 2
i g
honietoYmllte.com

[ 4 Wheel Drive J

CHEVROLET TAHOE 2008
Midnight Black, LTZ. OVD, and 
4W0! Impress the nelghbor-

888-372-9836'
Lou LaKche

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK. GMC 

(734) 453-2500
HUMMER BASE 2006

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Garage/Moving Seles
( Sports Utility j

trOFORD - MOVING! 19499 

.OTS more! 8/17-8/19.9-6pm

BUICK ENCUVE CXS 2009

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

It Inkster. 8/16-8/18; 6-5pm

CHEVY SUBURBAN SET 2005

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
REOFORO- Garage Sale 
Friday. Saturday, and Sunday;

CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LT
2C9 26A20°42WI)

North Bros. Value Lot 
734-402-8774

1EOFORO-BIG GARAGE SALE

1EOFORD: Intereitlng Sale CHEVY TRAVERSE LS 
2010

12T60968 - FWO. 4 dr.
North Broihers Ford

i j g j l BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
WESTUNO YARD SALE:

Huge! Tools, epulp, outboards

Forest St. Wayne 6 Cherry Hill.
start 8 SEE! Engineering 
Perfection! Reduced to

888-372-9836
LouLaRSche

WESTUNO- 290 Stephanie

in
IIh Im
IIUI

1

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK. GMC 

(734) 453-2500

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
HONDA ELEMENT 2006 
North Brothers Ford

734-402-8774
MERCURY MARINER 

PREMIER 2010
12T3I81A - 4 dr, FWO,

North Bros. Value Lot 
734-402-8774

Sports & Imported |

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

[ Auto Misc.

W E PAY
TOP

DOLLAR
For Clean 

USED 
CARS

A V I S « 3 »
F O R D ^ ^
(248)355-7500

BMW 650 1 Sport 2007

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
BMW >5 2007

LouLaRSche

CHEVY CORVETTE 2000
Convertible and Leather!

LouLaRSche
1 Track, Ira kilt MERCEDES E350 2008- 4-

586-707-8724. 248-848-0540

OODGE RAM 1500 2004

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

PONTIAC TORRENT 2008

LouLaRSche^FORD F-150 2010 ^

North Brothers Ford 
734-402-8774

SUBARU FORESTER 
2009

12T1194A - 4 dr. auto,
North Brothers Ford 

734-402-8774
bob’ je a n n o h e  

BUICK, GMC 
(734) 453-2500

SUBARU LEGACY GT 
LIMITED 2006

North Brothers Ford
734-402-8774

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK. GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Audi

07 AWO 2008

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
CREW CAB 2010

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500 Bulck

[ Mlol-Vans
CENTURY 1985 LTD 1 ownei

StSOOihest 248-548-2277CHEVROLET VENTURE 2000
Bright White! Pl.CO 8 Cloth

l^ L a R k h e

ENCUVE 2009

BOB0JEANNOHE 
BUICK, GMC

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK. GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Rally Red. CXI, chrome am

LouLaRScheCHEVY VENTURE 2003 
North Bros. Value Lo 

734-402-8774
UCROSSE CXS 2011

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK. GMC 

(734) 453-2500

[ Vans

Call" (2*8) 624-1971 Cocoa an

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, CMC 

(734) 453-2500
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, CMC 
(734) 453-2500

BOB JEANNOHE 
BUICK, CMC 

(734) 453-2500

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, CMC 
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WE MEET OR

ADVERTISED 
PRICE EVERYDAY!!

Saturday Sales 9-3 • Service 9-2

2012  CHEVY CRUZE IS
LEASE F O R _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  B U Y F0I1

EVERYONE 
PRICING

2012  CHEVY SILVERADO 
EXTENDED CAB 4X4 LT

LEASE f O R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .  B U Y TOR

2012  CHEVYTRAVERSE LS 2013  CHEVYMAIIBU ECO
BU Y EOR LEASE FOR BU Y FOR

SPECIAL
OFFER

2012  CHEVY EQUINOXES
LEASE FOR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,  B U Y FOR

2012 CHEVY IMPALA

SPECIAL 
OFFER

I^CSAAJuJ

SPECIAL
OFFER

BU Y FOR

$20,148

HUGE SELECTION IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Chevy Runs Deep

OPEN SATURDAY SALES 9-3, SERVICE 9-2

MONDAY & THURSDAY 8:30AM-9PM 
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY 8:30AM-6PM 

ON THE WEB 
WWWiWITCHTOLARICHE.COM

1 4 0 8 7 5  P l y m o u t h  R d .
3 .5  M il e s  N o r t h  o f  I k e a  

a t  H a g g e r t y  &  Pl y m o u t h  R o a d s

1L866.385.8nQQ

http://www.hotrietownlife.com

