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Win tickets

Enter our Facebook
contest for a chance to
win two tickets to see
the Detroit Lions take
on the St. Louis Rams
Sunday, Sept. 9, at
Ford Field. If you want
a chance to be in the
stands the first game
of the regular season,
go to hometownlife.
com today. Share the
contest link with a
Facebook friend and
get five extra chances
to win if they also
enter the contest. The
winner will be selected
at random Sept. 5.

Schmitt party
A Canton commu-
nity rally in honor of
hometown Olympic
gold medalist Allison
Schmitt
is set
for 6

1
Heri-

Schmitt

tage
Park Amphitheater,
located next to the
Summit on the Park at
1150'S. Canton Center.

Residents and well-
wishers are invited to
join in the celebration
of Schmitt’s five 2012
Summer Olympic medal
wins during this free
special event, which
will feature a special
presentation to this
world-class athlete by
Canton Supervisor Phil
LaJoy.

The BeckRidge
Choral will also be on
hand to perform the
United States National
Anthem. In addition,
the Pom Squad from
Canton High School,
Schmitt's alma mater,
will also be performing
during the festivities.

Haggerty
work

A project to resurface
part of Haggerty Road
between Six and Seven
Mile roads begins Mon-
day (Aug. 13).

During construction,
Haggerty Road will
remain open to traffic.
In addition, driveway
access to all businesses,
including Schoolcraft
College, will remain
open throughout con-
struction.
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DWSD cuts might not
ower Canton rates

By Darrell Clem
Observer staff Wrter

Canton residents shouldn’t
expect water rates to plunge
even if Detroit carries out a con-
sultant’s plan to save $900 mil-
lion by slashing the Detroit
Water and Sewerage Depart-
ment’s workforce, outsourcing,
other jobs and improving effi-
ciency.

Despite a backlash from crit-
ics, the far-reaching report
released Wednesday by the con-

sulting firm EMA drew a warm
response from local and region-
al officials who have long blast-
ed water rates that — for Canton
alone — spiked 32 percent dur-
ing a five-year period ending in
2011, before edging downward
2.3 percent this year.

James Fausone, a Canton res-
ident who chairs the region-
al Board of Water Commission-
ers for DWSD, said the recom-
mended cuts, though painful for
hundreds of workers, could help
to overhaul a department long

plagued by deep financial prob-

ems.

Moreover, DWSD has long
been under fire for allegations of
corruption and mismanagement.

“The suburban residents have
seen water rates increase 7-10
percent on average for the last
five or six years,” Fausone said.
“What we expect is this reorga-
nization will reverse that trend
and we'll have smaller increas-
es or a flat rate once the report is
implemented.”

Over a five-year period, EMA's

plan calls for slashing DWSD's
workforce from 1,978 to 374,
though an additional 361 jobs
could return due to an outsourc-
ing plan. Union leaders have
vowed to fight what they con-
sider Draconian cuts, though
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing and
officials such as Fausone have
applauded the plan viewed by
‘many as long overdue,

“We think this is a legitimate
plan put forth by a national

Please see RATES, A2

Leah Barringer dumps the water over her head as brother Eric tries to catch it in his cup during
one of the games at Canton’s Night Out event in Heritage Park. The kids are from Westland.

Fight against crime

‘Night Out’ event brings watch
groups, residents together

By Brad Kadrich “We went a couple of years ago and the

Observer Staff Writer kids had a lot of fun,” Amy Sullivan said.
“It's a good chance to maybe meet some
John and Amy Sullivan took their chil- other neighbors in the area.”

dren, Hannah and Max, to Canton Town- And that’s exactly why Canton Police

ship’s annual Night Out event Tuesday
because they thought it would be fun, and
an excellent chance to meet some neigh-
bors they might not otherwise meet.

Special Services Lt. Pat Sullivan (no rela-
tion) wanted people there. Canton’s sixth

Please see NIGHT OUT, A6

Game’s afoot
following
primary vote

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

As the lone Democrat seeking a Canton
Township trustee seat in the Nov. 6 election,
Steven Sneideman didn’t muddy the political
‘waters by starting an aggress)ve campaign
prior to the Tuesday primary he automatical-
ly won as an unopposed candi-
date.

Now facing three incumbent
trustees and a former township
supervisor who scored deci-
sive Republican victories Tues-
day, Sneideman said he plans to
escalate his efforts by knock-
8 ing on doors, mailing out cam-

paign literature, holding fund-
raisers and using his website
and social media.

“I’'m going to be trying to get people to
understand the importance of having a bal-
anced board so it’s not held by one party,” he
said.

Sneideman

Race is on

Sneideman, seeking one of four seats that
carry four-term terms, faces GOP incumbents
John Anthony, Pat Williams and Greg Demo-
poulos and former Supervisor Tom Yack in the
Nov. 6 race.

The Republican candidates plan to run their
own campaigns but, as in the primary, have
indicated they may share some resources

Please see ELECTION, A3

Matt Jachman
Observer Staff Writer

People from an array of faiths reached
out to the Sikh community Wednesday to
call for healing in the wake of the Aug. 5
‘mass shooting at a Sikh temple in a Mil-
waukee suburb.

And local Sikhs reached back, opening
the doors at Gurdwara Sahib, a temple in

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Tajmann Kaur, who is 6 years old, was at Wednesday's service.

Vigil at Sikh temple calls for
understanding after shootings

Plymouth Township, to those who don't
share their religion but do share a belief
in a common humanity. Gurdwara Sahib,
nicknamed Hidden Falls, hosted a tradi-
tional Sikh evening meal and worship ser-
vice, which were followed by a candle-
light vigil.

“We want people to come and see what

Please see VIGIL, A2
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Continued from page A1

we practice,” said temple
member Amrit Gill.

The event was orga-
nized by the temple and
the Interfaith Leader-
ship Council of Metropoli-
tan Detroit in response to
last Sunday’s killing of six
worshipers at a temple in
Oak Creek, Wis. The gun-
‘man, Wade Page, opened
fire in the temple as a meal
was being prepared and,
wounded by a responding
police officer, also killed
himself, police said. Three
people were wounded,
including Oak Creek Lt.
Brian Murphy, who was
shot multiple times while
tending to a victim.

Breaking bread

At Gurdwara Sahib on
‘Wednesday, Sikhs and
about a dozen non-Sikhs
gathered in the dining
room and sat on the floor,
many cross-legged, to be
served dal, or bean stew,
lentil soup, and flat bread.
Sikhs normally eat before
worship, and Gurdwara

Sahib’s member families
rotate the cooking duties,
said member Mandeep
Singh.

“It’s a community meal.
It’s just a normal, every-
day meal we eat at home,”
Singh said.

Sitting on the floor, he
said, is meant to symbolize
equality among people.

“It doesn't matter who
you are, rich or poor. God
created everybody equal-
ly,” he said. Chairs are
available for the elderly or
those with physical prob-
lems, however.

Later, in the worship
‘hall, Sikhs lined up to pay
respect to the Guru Granth
Sahib, the Sikh holy book.

Singh said the book is the
compiled writings of the
10 Sikh gurus, or holy men,
and that it offers Sikhs
guidance for their lives.
Sikhs are encouraged to
visit the temple daily to
worship the book and read
the passage for the day, he
said.

500,000 U.S. Sikhs
Sikhism is a monotheis-
tic religion that originat-

online at hometownlife.com

Candle-
light vigil
for the
victims
of the
Wisconsin
Gurdwara
shooting.

ed in the Punjab region
of India in the 15th Cen-
tury; the faith has an esti-
‘mated 30 million followers
around the world, an esti-
mated 500,000 in the U.S.
Sikh men and women cov-
er their hair, the men often
wearing turbans, and men
are instructed not to cut
their hair or shave their
beards. Shoes are not worn
in most parts of Sikh tem-
ples.

During worship, Sikhs
and their guests sat on
the floor, men on the
right, women on the left,
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as musicians performed
Shabad Kirtan, or sing-

ing of the scripture, in the
Punjabi language.

“Tdon't see enemies in
others and I don’t see any-
one as a stranger,” read
one verse, projected in
English on a screen above
the musicians.

Bhai sahib, or priest,
Raja Singh then offered
prayers for the souls of the
0ak Creek victims, and
for those recovering from
the attack, mentioning Lt.
Murphy by name.

Shared prayers
Around 8:30 p.m., hun-
dreds of people, many

return,” he said.

Begg blamed the kill-
ings on what he called “a
growing culture of intoler-

ce.” Page, the gunman,
had reportedly been active
in the white supremacist
moyement.

Also speaking Wednes-
day were representatives
of Christian, Baha'i, Hindu
and Jain faiths.

Sense of identity

Temple members said
the event was an impor-
tant part of the healing
process.

“It gives us a sense of
assertion of our identity. It
helps us come together;”

holding lighted can- said Parvinder Mehta of
dles, stood outside Gur- the gathering.
dwara Sahib as sunset Mehta, a professor of
approached toagainpray  English, reada poem she
for the Oak Creek victims ~ wrote after the shooting
and call for healing and that touched on a range of
understanding. emotional responses toit:
“We're here to let you anguish, mourning, seek-
know that we stand with ing and giving comfort,
you,” Steve Spreitzer, of forgiveness, and grateful-
the Michigan Roundtable ness for the gifts of life.
for Diversity and Inclu- Mehta said she also
sion, told the crowd. looked toward the com-
“We pray especially at monalities between reli-
this time for peace inthe  gions rather than empha-
world and in our neighbor-  sizing differences.
hoods,” said Victor Begg, “Sometimes we get car-
chairman emeritus of the  ried away by our differ-
Council of Islamic Organi-  ences but I think it's the
zations of Michigan. similarities we need to
Begg rememberedthe  focus on,” she said.
six who died in the shoot-
ing. “To God they belong mjachman@hometownife.com
and to heaven they’ll 313)222-2405
R ATES and other measures to
make DWSD more effi-
Continued from page A1 cient.

expert that has done over
400 similar evaluations of

“Does it go far enough?
Absolutely not,” Antho-
ny said. “Its the (DWSD)

water utility plants and culture that needs to
companies across North  change.”
America,” Fausone said, Township Trustee Pat
adding later, “This is the Williams said the long-
right dlrechon, and it range effects of the
really is sort of a game report aren’t known.
changer.” “I think what they’re
The latest develop- doing is an attempt to
mems come as Canton stop the bleeding and
on a $9,800 ing, and
feasnbxhty study by Livo-  they're hitting the low-
nia-based OHM to deter- hanging fruit,” he said.
mine whether a water “Will the department
storage tower might be become more efficient?
a cost-efficient way over  Only time will tell.”
time to curb water rates Williams held out hope

that have long been a sore
point with local consum-
ers who pay the tab.

Canton already has
stepped up efforts to con-
vince consumers to water
lawns and common areas
between midnight and 6
am. to ease demand dur-
ing peak-usage hours in
mornings and evenings.

Canton Township Trust-
ee John Anthony, an out-
spoken critic of DWSD,
called EMA's report
encouraging alongside
other developments such
as last fall's appointment
of a new DWSD director,
Sue McCormick.

“I'm cautiously optimis-
tic. It's a movement in the
right direction —a move-
ment I haven't seen in
years,” Anthony said.

Moreover, he lauded
McCormick for “reach-
ing out to the suburbs
and being very inclusive
in her decisions” while
trying to reform DWSD,
which Anthony said had
become “a dumping.
ground for political hacks
over the years."

EMA's report calls for
reducing the workforce,
improving technology

DolHospitalcom sy iz
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the report could rein in
water rates, though he
said he hopes the full

set of recommendations
don't have an unanticipat-
ed negative effect on ser-
vice to communities such
as Canton.

Canton Municipal Ser-
vices Director Tim Faas
said the report doesn't
necessarily mean water
rate increases will be
halted. He said DWSD
still has to spend money
for costly capital invest-
‘ments and to improve
technology.

Yet he, like others, is
hopeful DWSD can begin
to overhaul a bloated
structure. He said the
recommended changes
would reduce an exorbi-
tant number of job clas-
sifications from 257 to
just 31

Officials say the rec-
ommendations, if carried
out, will come in phas-
&s, S0 water consumers
shouldn't expect an over-
night fix.

“This really is a long-
term plan,” Faas said.
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Ballots on way for
special election

ELECTION

Continued from page A1

or volunteers. Though
they fared well in Tues-
day'’s race, they say
they aren't taking the

By Darrell Clem Livonia school board mem- election for
ObserverStaff Writer ber; Carolyn Kavanaghof ~ granted.
Livonia, daughter of 16th “I believe that Steve
Canton voters requesting  District Judge Sean Kava- Sneideman is a viable
absentee ballots foraspe-  nagh; and political newcom-  candidate and he’s not
cial Sept. 5 primary elec- er Kenneth Crider. to be taken lightly,” Wil-
tion, which arose after U.S. In whatlocal officials con-  liams said. “None of us
Rep. Thaddeus McCot- cede isa confusing elec- are going to go to sleep
ter resigned, should start tion season, the Sept. 5 pri- onit.”
receiving their ballotsinthe  mary arose when McCot- Sneideman served
‘mail by Aug. 20, township _ter resigned amid a peti- nearly six years on the
Clerk Terry Bennett said. i dal that ly Canton school
‘The election, expected has led to charges against board, including a stint
to cost Michigan taxpay- four people who workedas  as president. Though he
ers $650,000, will plucka McCotter’s staffers, lost his last school board
Republican nominee from Bennett’s office hadn’t race, Demopoulos, like
among five GOP hope- gotten past Tuesday’s pri- Williams, said the Dem-
ful lone Dem- ocrat can’t be shrugged
ocrat David Curson ina had tostart focusingonthe  off in the township
Nov. 6 election to fulfill the  Sept. S election. Bennett board race.
remaining weeks of Repub-  had one word to describe “I agree that Steve
lican McCotter’s term, the election season—“gru-  is a worthy opponent,”
which expires at year'send.  eling” * Demopoulos said.
Canton Township Trust- She urged absentee vot- Demopoulos placed
ee Pat Williams countshim-  ers toreturn their Sept. 5 fourth among the
self among enraged voters i as pos- i i
— Democrats and Repub- sible. who advanced to the
licans alike —who view “There will be a very Nov. 6 election.
the Sept. S primary asludi- ~ short turnaround time,” she “I want to continue
i said. running a clean cam-
“T will not be voting out of Inanother development,  paign,” he said, “and I'm
protest,” Williams said. “It  voters in Canton Precincts  going to work as tire-
is a complete waste of tax- 6and 32 whonormally vote  lessly and dxlxgently asl
payer money.” at Lifechurch at Hagger- did in the primary.”
One Republicanseeking  ty and Warren have been
the interim post is former ‘moved only for the Sept. Deep breath
teacher Kerry Bentjvolio of S election to the Canton Yack emerged as the
Milfor : i top vote-get-
appears on the Nov. 6 ballot Bulld.m ter in Tuesday’s election,
against 11th District Dem- Lifechurch can'taccom-  followed by Williams,
ocrat nominee Syed Taj of ‘modate the Sept. S polling Anthony and Demopou-
Canton for a full two-year placed los, who was
term in the newly redrawn  scheduled, though voters to the board last fall.
11th District. will return to that lucaunn The foursome defeat-
Other GO furtheNm' 6 ed Deborah Whyman, a
the Sept. 5 ballnt include former state legislator,
Nancy Cassis, a former Votexs affected by the
losther  Sept. S change have bx
writeiin candidacy toBen-  notified by mail
tivolio in Tuesday’s prima- voter was senta
ry; Steve King, a former letter;” Bennett said.
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RECORDS

We are in the Olympics, but | am not talking about breaking
records, chasing records or equaling records. | want to discuss
keeping records.

records | have in mind are health records. Physicians seeing
a patient for the first time of seeing a familiar patient presenting
with a new problem, appreciate having that patient bring out past
data that applies to the present problem

For the physician, the best data comes from laboratory test
results or reports of x-rays, MRI's or CT scans done within the
last year. It may seem easy for the doctor to call other offices or

But often, gathering that information is difficult because the lab
slips are lost, the person sent to get the information can't find i
the office s closed, or the person at the other end of the line is
annoyed over honoring the request. The result s delay that leaves
the appointment incomplete or the patient waiting possibly for
hours for the fax with the information to armive.

The alterative is for the patient to obtain a copy of test results
and imaging reports, and when seeing a new physician take a
folder with that information to the appointment

The point of a large part of health technology is o bring all
patient information to one site and to allow physicians access to
that information whether the appointment takes place in Michigan,
California, New York or Washington. The process to bring this
access into being proceeds slowly. In the meantime, patients

should continue to ask for a copy of results, save the papers, and
bring them to the next doctor's appointment %)
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Trustee Pat Williams’ house.

Trustee Pat Williams fin-
ished second in the ballot-
ing for one of four trustee
spots.

and political newcomer
Joseph Cafarelli.
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Greg Demopoulos, an appointed Canton Township Board of Trustees incumbent who
advanced to the Nov. 6 general election, watches election returns during a gathering at

“The first thing,” Wil-
liams said, “is to take
a deep breath from the
primary and then devel-
op a November strate-

Sneideman has said
he hopes to replace the
township board’s only
Democrat, Dr. Syed Taj,
who won his party’s pri-
mary Tuesday as nom-
inee for the 11th Dis-
trict Congressional race
against Republican Ker-
ry Bentivolio of Milford.

As a one-term town-
ship trustee, Taj forged
positive relations with
his Republican counter-
parts — and Sneideman
said he believes he could

do the same,

“ know them all, and
I think I can work with
them very well,” he said,
but “I do think having
both parties represented
is important.” .

If the Republican
candidates aren't tak-
ing their campaigns
for granted, neither is
Sneideman, who isn’t
convinced being the sole
Democrat necessarily
increases his chances of
victory. -

“I don’t think it’s that
big of an edge — if it's
an edge at all,” he said.
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Local schools end up on state Focus list

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

All but one school in
the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools dis-
trict reached Adequate
Yearly Progress status
on the report card issued
under the federal No
Child Left Behind act this
year.

But that wasn't enough
to keep five of them off
of a new list produced by
the State Board of Edu-
cation designed to track
progress on eliminat-
ing the gap between a
school's highest- and low-
est-achieving students.

The five schools on the
list include Discovery
Middle School, East Mid-
dle School and Farrand,
Field and Miller elemen-
tary schools.

‘Two of those schools —
East Middle School and
Miller Elementary School
— house the district’s Tal-
ented and Gifted pro-

gram.
Focus Schools are

schools that reflect a sig-
nificant gap between the
performance of the top
30 percent and the bot-
tom 30 percent of its stu-
dents (based on MEAP
and MME Results).

“It is important for the
community to understand
that we have recognized
the achievement gap and
have been working on
solutions,” said Superin-
tendent Jeremy Hughes.

“Even before the state
announced the Focus
school designations, the
Board of Education cre-
ated an achievement
goal to deliver 133 per-
cent growth this year for
non proficient students.
Our board is insisting we
raise the floor and close
the gap. It's also impor-
tant to recognize that we
are a high-performing
district, and large num-
bers of our students do
very well on state assess-
ments,” added Hughes.

Lots of others
Plymouth-Canfon,

whose students routine-
ly score about county and.
state averages on stan-
dardized tests, wasn't
alone on the list. It was
among dozens of dis-
tricts around the state
— including Northville,
Troy, Utica, Livonia and
Ann Arbor schools —
with buildings on the list.
Also included among
state Focus Schools were
Canton Charter Acade-
my and Achieve Char-
ter Academy, Nation-
al Heritage Academies
charter schools based in
Canton. Officials from
those schools couldn't be
reached for comment.
“We believe teachers in
the classrooms every day
have important respon-
sibilities and they work
tirelessly to help students
learn,” state Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction
Mike Flanagan said. “We
will help the schools and
teachers who need sup-
port to meet the unique
needs of every student
who depends on them.”

Plymouth-Canton offi-
cials point out they've
already been address-
ing the achievement gap,
including focusing on
raising the achievement
in its subgroups (English
Language Learners, spe-
cial-education students,

etc.).

“Since No Child Left
Behind, we've been rais-
ing student achieve-
ment,” said Jeannie Fari-
na, Plymouth-Canton’s
assistant superintendent
for instruction. “We know
we have significant dif-
ferences in our sub-group
performers, and we'd
already been looking at it.
It has gone through dif-
ferent iterations, but we
had been looking at it.”

In addition to instruc-
tional adjustments, the
Focus Schools designa-
tion could cause some
issues in other areas.
One of the obligations
imposed by the state
says students who wish
to transfer from a Focus
School must be allowed

to do so, and the district
must provide transporta-
tion. In a district that has
already set its bus routes
for the 2012/13 school
year, for instance, that
could cause significant
problems.

Forcing changes
“We've already
designed our routes,
made our determination
of how we can most effi-
ciently do that,” said Phil
Freeman, Plymouth-Can-
ton’s assistant superin-
tendent for facilities and
operations. “Now we have
to figure out how best to

* handle these (potential)

moves. There's a great
deal of uncertainty about
what those numbers will
look like.”

Districts that don't have
an alternative will have
to bus students who opt
out of a Focus School to
a building in another dis-
trict. For instance, both
of Northville’s middle
schools are on the Focus
list, which means North-

ville would have to trans-
port a student wanting
out of either of their mid-
dle schools to another dis-
trict.

Plymouth-Canton
Director of Communi-
ty Relations Frank Rug-
girello said this week
the district has already
been approached by at
least one other district
for such a partnership,
should the need arise.

Farina said the five
Plymouth-Canton schools
will remain on the Focus
list for at least four years,
the length of time the
state mandated data col-
lection for review.

“We are going to
address in our school
improvement plan mak-
ing intervention more
consistent throughout
the district,” Farina said.
“We're looking at all the
data. We want to make
our student achievement
more visible.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222.8899

Coco Jones headlines annual Back 2 School celebration

By Sue Mason
Observer Staff Wiiter

Two years ago, Coco
Jones thought being on
Disney’s N.B.T. was a
“big thing to do,” but she
discovered that it was the
first step on her way to
stardom.

The 14-year-old Jones,
who is criss-crossing the
country this summer
doing concerts and mak-
ing appearances, will be
in Westland Saturday,
Aug. 18, for Radio Disney
AM-910 Detroit’s Back
2 School celebration at
Westland Shopping Cen-
ter.

“The funny thing is T
didn’t win N.B.T. (Next
Big Thing), I was only
a finalist,” Jones said.
“Everyone thinks I won.
1 thought being on it was
abig thing, but it's gotten
better as it’s progressed.”

Jones will be perform-
ing a free concert at the
shopping center. This
is the fourth year that
Radio Disney has joined
with the Westland Shop-
ping Center and Wayne-
Westland Community
Schools to stage the fami-
ly friendly event.

From noon to 3 p.m.,
parents and their chil-
dren will be treated to

Jones's concert and a Q
&A and interactive enter-
tainment featuring the
JROTC program, cheer-
leaders and marching
band. Representatives
from transportation ser-
vices, preschool program
and schools of choice
will be on hand, and the
culinary arts program
from the William D. Ford
Career Technical Cen-
ter will be giving out des-
sert samples as part of
the event. There also will
be face painting and a
‘mall gift baskets and gift
cards will be given away.
Derrig estimates that
500 to 1,000 people will

SAME-DAY
APPOINTMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY,
NOW IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

HENRY FORD MEDICAL CENTER

Plymouth

14300 Beck Road

(corner of M-14 and Beck Road)

(734) 453-5600
henryford.com/sameday

Plymouth, MI 48170

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE PLANS INCLUDING:

& [ Janl=] ]

attend.

“It’s a celebration of
the Wayne-Westland
Schools,” said mall mar-
keting director Pat-
rick Derrig. “This will
be one-stop shopping to
learn about Wayne-West-
land. This school district
is amazing. We proud to
have them in the mall to
showcase their programs.
The purpose behind this
event is to bring brand
awareness of Wayne-
Westland and let people
have a first, second and
third loo}

Jones, 14 plans to “do
a couple of covers and a
couple of my songs that
nobody has heard” for
her appearance at the
mall. Described as a sing-
er and rapper, she has
become popular with
tweens and teens since
she first appeared on
N.B.T. in 2010. While she
didn’t win the show, it
helped launch her music
career. She has guest
starred on the Disney
Channel’s So Random!
as herself, and as play-
er Roxie, a teenage sing-
ing sensation, in the film
Let It Shine. She also
released a self-titled
debut CD, Coco Jones,
which led to her concert
series, UBU-Stop the Bul-
lying.

She has gotten support
from her parents, pro-
fessional football player
Mike Jones and session
vocalist Javonda Jones,

and found inspiration

in another Disney star,
Raven-Symoné, in pursu-
ing her “dream job.”

“The great thing about
my parents is they let me
choose my career and
are standing behind me,”
she said. “When I told
them I wanted to do this
as a career, they said OK,
but if you do this, you do
it 100 percent, and I've
been doing it 100 percent
ever since.

“And Raven-Symoné
inspired me to go after
my dream and to be
myself,” she added.

Jones compares her
style to Beyoncé and
is developing a follow-
ing among kids ages 8-
16. Her goal is to grow
with her music like Justin
Bieber has.

“He got his little girl

Singing sensa-
tion Coco Jones
will headline
the Back 2
School celebra-
tion, hosted by
Radio Disney,
the Wayne-
Westland Com-
munity Schools
and Westland
Shopping Cen-
ter at the mall
On Saturday,
Aug. 18.

fans and then he grew up
and his music matured,”
she said. “I'dohave fans,
but I'd like more.”

While Jones is doing.
back to school events,
she won't be headed back
to school when the con-
cert tour ends. Instead,
she will be heading to the
recording studio to finish
her first album and then
focus on promoting it.

“T do get home, but
rarely,” she said. “My
family has sacrificed a
lot for this life. My mom
travels with me.”

‘Westland Shopping Cen-
ter is at 35000 W. Warren
Road, at Wayne Road, in
Westland. For more infor-
‘mation, call the mall at
(734) 421-0291.

smason@hometownlife.com
(313)222:6751
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AROUND CANTON

“Around Canton” is designed to announce
upcoming events taking place in the commu-
nity. ftems will run on a space-available basis.
Send details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com
BLOOD DRIVE

Date/Time: Friday, Aug. 24,10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Canton Public Library

Detalls: The Canton Public Library will host
an American Red Cross blood drive. You may
walk in or reserve a spot. Donors in the month
of August are automatically entered in a
raffle for a $500 gas card. You must be 17 and
capable of giving an entire pint. Hospitals in
southeastern lower Michigan use 900 pints of
blood per day; we hope te collect 31 pints.
Contact: Call Kathie Gladden at (734) 397-
0999, Ext. 1071 or emailing gladdenk@can-
tonpl.org

GIVING BLOOD

Details: The American Red Cross hosts blood
drives at a variety of locations this month.
Blood drives are scheduled for 1-6:45 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 13, Canton Municipal Complex;
2-7:45 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 15, Connection
Church; 1-6:45 p.m. Friday, Aug. 17, at Plymouth
High School; 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 18, Living Word Church; 1-6:45 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 22, City of Plymouth; 1-6:
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 23, First United Methodist
Church of Plymouth; 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 24, Canton Library; 7:30 a.m. to
115 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26, St. Kenneth Church;
2-7:45 p.m. Monday, Aug. 27, VFW Post 6695

in Plymouth; 1-6:45 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 28,
Salem High School; 1-6:45 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
30, Plymouth District Library. Donors will be
entered into a monthly drawing for a $500
gas card.

Contact: Call Diane Risko at (313) 5497052 or
email Diane.Risko@redcross.org to set up an
appointment.

The Chronic Pain and Fatigue Research Center (CPFRC)
is ¢urrently recruiting women (ages 40-50) to participate
in their study of:

Pain Mechanisms in Chronic Multi-symptom
Illnesses (CMI)

Volunteers who are found eligible for participalion
will be asked to complete questionnaires and a series of

C

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
DatefTime: Sunday-Thursday, Aug. 1923,
6:30-8:45 p.m.

Location: Cherry Hill United Methodist
Church, 321, Ridge, Canton
Details: Cherry Hill United Methodist
Church hosts Vacation Bible School, includ-
ing Adventures on Promise Island, where
kids discover God’s lifesaving love. There
will be bible stories, crafts, snacks, games,
music, skits, and more. For children 4 years
old - 5th grade. Registration on or by Aug.
12 is $5 per child or $10 maximum per fam-
ily. Registration after Aug. 12 is $8 per child
or $15 maximum per family.
Contact: Call the church office at (734)
495-0035.
SLAVENS COFFEE
Date/Time: Monday, Aug. 20, 5-6 p.m.
Location: Daydream Cafe, 47192 Michigan
Ave, in Canton
Details: State Rep. Dian Slavens, D-Can-
ton, invites residents to join her for a cup.
of coffee and conversation at one of her
upcoming coffee hours. Slavens hosts regu-
lar coffee hours and town hall meetings
throughout Canton Township, Belleville
and Van Buren Township.
Contact: Call (888) 347-8021 or send an
email to

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, August 12, 2012 © As

Lions Club brings circus to town

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Fred Field knows the idea of a cir-
cus coming to town has been an Amer-
ican small-town tradition for a century
or more.

That’s why he’s excited his Plymouth
Lions Club is bringing the Kelly Miller
Bros. Circus back to town this week.

The circus will be at Central Middle
School Tuesday, Aug. 14, with 4:30 and
7:30 p.m. performances, all preceded by
the traditional tent-raising activities set
for 9 a.m. the same day.

“Many of us remember as children
attending a circus with our parents, and
taking our children to a circus,” said
Field, who serves as the circus co-chair-
man. “Typically it is the younger chil-
dren who are most impressed with a cir-
cus. We want to continue these memo-
ries for the next generatxon

The Kelly Miller Circus is celebrat-
ing its 74th anniversary this year, bring-
ing its show featuring elephants, horses,
llamas, camels, clowns and internation-
al circus stars to its two Plymouth per-

COLBECK AIDE HOURS

Date/Time: Wednesday, Aug. 15, 67 p.m.
Location: Plymouth District Library, 223 S.
Main, Plymouth.

Details: State Sen. Patrick Colbeck’s district
manager, Ryan Eqgenberger, will hold
office hours and be available to talk with
residents and to assist with any problems
related to their interactions with state
government. In addition to meeting with.
residents, Colbeck’s office will also accept
donations for the new Freedom Center at
Metro Airport. Contact: For more informa-
tion or to schedule an appointment during
the in-district office hours, call Colbeck’s
Lansing office (734) 335-0673.
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UM/IRB study # HUM00033296
For more information about this study
and/or to schedule a screening appointment,
please contact Gabriela at: (734) 998-7021
gmramire@umich.edu
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It starts when the trucks pull into
town Tuesday morning and start set-
ting up for the tent-raising. Once the
first of the four main poles are in place,
the public is invited to step into the tent.
and see men and beasts complete their

The Plymouth stop is part of a 10,000
mile journey that will see the circus
perform in some 200 cities through
October.

In addition to delighting the crowds.

The Plymouth Lions Club brings the Kelly
Miller Bros. Circus to town Tuesday, with
4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. performances. The
tent-raising starts around 9 a.m., all at
Central Middle School.

the Plymouth Lions Club.

“We spend it back into the community
on many community oriented projects,”
Field said.

Tickets are available at Kroger, Dairy
King and Wiltzes Pharmacy. Tickets
bought in advance cost $10 for adults, $6
for children. Show-day tickets are $15
and $7, respectively.

|(313) 222.88%9

the circus serves as a fi
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Information System
Reverse Sensing System
Rear View Camera

Sony Audio System

Rain Sensing Wipers

Sive Restaurant is located
within The Inn at St. john's

44045 Five MileRoad, Plymouth
www.theinnatstjohns.com
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Atchinson Ford is pleased to announce the
addition of Gary DeYonker to our sales staff.
Gary has extensive experience selling

online at hometownlife.com

Mosque
offers free
program

Ford, Lincoln and Mercury vehicles. mg'im‘:sliﬂ’rf %Tﬂ:bs
After 24 successful years of providing great has extended an offer
customer service, he would like to invite all to the public to attend a
his past and current customers to make the free program and dinner,

short drive to Atchinson Ford in Belleville.
Atchinson Ford is conveniently located at

or Iftar, that refers to an
evening meal when Mus-

Exit 190 just off 1-94 or just head south lims break their fast dur-  Max and Hannah Sullivan play on the bouncers during
on Canton Center Rd. which tums into dmg the month of Rama- Canton’s Night Out in Heritage Park.
Belleville Rd. Gary can also be reached an.
directly at (734) 697-2255 or by e-mail at e o ;
set the their friend base outside
BEal st sontord et o eventfor7.9pm. Thurs: ~ NIGHT QUT  their own eroups,”he
Gary DeYonker day, Aug. 16, at the Can- ; added. “They can talk to
ton Mosque, 40440 Palm- Continued from page A1 each other and get some.
er Road at Lotz. The meal ideas from each other.”
is scheduled for 8:34 p.m.  annual event, held Tues- This year’s event fea-
The invitation and ways day in Heritage Park, tured a hotdog picnic,
to sign up can be found at is part of the 29-year- inflatable bouncers, a
wwwhreakfastatsunset. old National Night Out disc jockey, sevtiral dis-
i effort staged in hopes plays such as police cars
9800 Belleville Road Bollwlllo, Mi 48111 5 ol o s D et
(734) 691-9161 L£] sendmganemau to mcw- between vigilant neigh- prevention handouts,
www.atchinson.net  www.facebook. borhood groups, police child identification kits
officers and firefighters.  and other activities.
He said the event, ‘Target is the national cor-
b which annually draws porate sponsor of this year’s
hundreds of people,isa  event. It’s run in partner-
kind of reward for neigh-  ship with the Canton police
borhood watch programs  and fire departments and
(he estimates there are the township’s Leisure Ser-
a couple hundred such vices Department.
groups in Canton), and a Ginger and Eric Bar-
| way forpeopleinthose ringer brought their chil-
| programs to network. dren, Leah and Eric, for
| “We want to unite the the second straight year.
| community and their “The kids are super
| them involved in crime excited to come to this,”
prevention,” Lt. Sullivan said Ginger Barringer,
said. “We want them tobe  formerly of Canton and
oureyesandearsinthe  now living in Westland.
community. We can't be “They like the interaction
| everywhere. of the games.”
| “It’s a good opportunity
| for people to meet their badrichahomwetownlife.com

Marycrest Heights
is a newly
constructed
retirement
community, with a
commitment to
quality
construction, safety,
and maintaining a

A Vacation Resort
You Never Have
fo Leave!

faith-based
B Returnable pop cans and bottles piling up in the pan-
SR %Jy%&_’t try or the garage? Take them to Plymouth High School
atmosphere. With o o on Thursday, Aug. 16, and help send the Plymouth-
Marycrest skilled E:hnmn Marching Band to a national competition this
nursing and ‘The Plymouth Canton Music Boosters, a parents
rehabilitation . organization that supports the marching band, will be
5 A collecting returnable pop cans and bottles from 7:30-9
services in your am. at the school at 8400 Beck Road, just south of Joy
backyard, heated Road, in Canton Township. Donations should be put in
d d a plastic bag and brought to the yellow trailer in the
un kieTgTO\lI; HEI G | —r S school lot. Parent and student volunteers will be on
parking, and a handtoassist.
5 ‘The money raised will go toward the marching
range of ctomm&uuty band’s planned trip to November’s Grand National
events an Join us at our Band Championships in Indianapolis.
activities, |
Marycrest Heights 3 rd A nn u | . o ;
provides . GE helps with trail cleanup
independence, c h a ri-l- 5
Canton Leisure Ser- Born Road in Canton.
safety, and vices, the Friendsofthe  This marks the third
convenience. 1-275 Metro Trail, and year GE volunteers have
o u I a the Michigan Depart- contributed community
| ment of Transportation service to a trail clean-up
: joined forces with over project in Canton. Addi-
Th u rsd ay 120 GeneralEleciric (GE) - tional support fr his
J ’ employees from GE's project was provided by
Commy.u:uty Advanced Manufacturing  the Canton Home Depot,
Amenities: se pfe m ber 1 3'"'\ and Software Teenology  located on Ford Road,
‘enter — a state-of-the- ‘which donated sever:
- art IT and research facil-  tools, including four lop-
© Chapel Fox Hills Golf Course iy n Van Buren T, pes o e rimming.
ship— for a special vol- “These dedicated indi-
\s BeaUty Salon/ PlvaUfh unteer trail clean-up proj-  viduals enjoyed the out-
Barber Shop i ect along the 1-275 Met-  doors and giving back
* Resident O ot GOl O avaioble, | - A i
el e Metro - X g
Activitios various levels of sponsorship are still available. | T et Creorthe  ager “Time atter time
2 five GE Community Day  our volunteers tell us how
© Media Room projects withatotalof  much fun they experi-
Lounge 7 34 8 3 8—6240 520/ GE volunteers help-  ence while meeting new
v ing organizations across people, working on a proj-
* Fitness Center the metro-Detroit region. ect together as team-
e Heated i As part of GE’s commit-  mates, and accomplishing
ment to givinj back to the the task of improving our
Underground Marycrest Heights e e
Parkin, H employees live and work,  For more informa-
g G -I 5495 M ld d Ie be H‘ GE volunteers cleaned up  tion on this special clean
e Community . . hundreds of bags of litter  up project or to find out
Garden (& |_| vonia, M | = and debris, removed non-  about additional volun-
5 Lo native plants, and provid-  teer opportunities avail-
e Walking Paths ed general habitat man-  able in Canton, contact

* Emergency Call
System

MarycrestHeights.org

neighbors, and expand

(313)222:8899

Alexandria Milewsky, with dad Walter, gets a look at the
Special Operations Team vehicle. The Milewskys are from
Westland.

(Can-do spirit to aid band

agement along a stretch
of the 1275 Metro Trail
from Joy Road to Van

the Canton Parks Divi-
sion at 734/394-5310 or
visit www.cantonfun.org.
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‘Avenue Q’ puppets are a handful,
but pro makes it look easy

By Tony Targan rod, double-rod, and live
Correspondent hands puppets) used in Ave-
nue Q, his real skill is in

Do socks mysteriously bringing the puppets to life.
disappear in your house? As Connor says, “The
Do pairs somehow become  most important aspects of
singles, even when safe- puppetry are eye focus,
ly ensconced inside your posture, lip-synch, and
dresser? most importantly,

Then perhaps you've ter. A puppet can never just
been pilfered ... by an do nothing. Even when the
aspiring puppeteer! When character is not speaking,
ayoung Connor Rhoades it is still important that the
of Plymouth watched Ses-  puppet s sill engaged in
«ame Street, he “began to the scene.”
observe the way that the
Muppet characters, partic-  Great Chemistry
ularly Elmo and Big Bird, Connor plays Nicky, who
were brought to life.” he describes as your “typ-

Not long after that he ical slacker. He is very
says,“Tbegantobuildmy  friendly, but is unmotivat-
own puppet characters. ed, much to the chagrin of
These early creations were  his roommate, Rod,” says
no more than simple sock Connor.
puppets. I think Imusthave “Nicky often coasts on
raidedmy dad's sockdraw-  the fine line of being goofy
erahundred times!” and anno;

Bob Cox of Plymouth and
Invaluable Experience  Connor have clearly devel-

Connor’s early interest oped great chemistry on
in puppetry has evolved stage. As Connor says, “T
over the years. In high enjoy the yin and yang fac-

100], he received train- tor that exists between
ing from Chase Woolner — Nicky and Rod, which is.
‘who recently performed aclear homage to Ernie
in the 2011 film The Mup- and Bert of Sesame Street
pets. Connor’s 10 years of fame.”
puppetry experience is Connor feels Bob's per-
NOW proving i to
the castand crewof Ave-  ic Rod perfectly comple-
nue Q, the hit musical play-  ments Nicky’s laid back
ing at the Farmington Play-  lifestyle. “Bob gives me
ers Barn Theater through  alot of great material to
Aug.25. work with, and every per-

While Connor could easily  formance is adelight!,”
explain to you the mechan-  says Connor.
ics of the three different While Nicky and Rod
kinds of puppets (single- ‘may remind you of Ernie
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Jason Wilhoite, of Commerce Township, on left, and Connor Rhoades of Plymouth, on
right, together, play the character Nicky. Rhoades is a puppet expert who s helping the
cast of “Avenue Q” bring the characters to life.

and Bert, the compari-

sons to Sesame Street end
there. In fact the produc-
tion makes it clear the show
is not connected to the Ses-
ame Workshop or the Jim
Henson Company which
have no responsibility for
its content.

Puppets Playing
Nicely

Connor notes that “Ave-
nue Q requires puppets to
do things that you would
never see done by Bert
and Ernie. The ‘Q’ puppets
are required to show more
‘adult’ emotions such as
lust, depression, and apa-

thy. It takes some getting
used to!,” he says.

There has definitely
been a puppetry learning
curve for-most cast mem-
bers, but under Connor’s
tutelage, both puppets and

people are playing nicely
together.

Director Allison Bouf-
ford raves that “Connor
has been a tremendous
asset to our rehearsal pro-
cess. He willingly offers
tips of the trade to his fel-
low actors in a kind and
constructive manner,” she

says.
Boufford adds, “Connor

has graciously assisted me

in taking puppet-specific

notes through our rehears-
al process and has provid-
ed excellent instruction

as to how keep the pup-
pets ‘alive’ throughout the
production. He has made
suggestions to each of

our puppeteers regarding
ssome specific movements
to enhance their puppet
performance and the best
part is that the other cast
members appear to be
very receptive to Connor’s
comments.”

AtHome On
Avenue Q

If Connor seems at home
on Avenue Q, it's probably
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because he’s been there
before, playing a “Bad
Idea Bear” in last year’s
Ann Arbor Civic Theatre
production (with current
cast members Bob Cox
and Keshia Daisy Oliver).
Connor is majoring in
character animation and
will soon be transferring
to the College for Creative
Studies, where he plans to
bring other characters to
life - just like his puppets.
Then maybe someday he
can even repay his dad for
all those orphaned socks!
Avenue Q is a special
bonus show sponsored
by the Farmington Rota-
ry Club. The Barn’s first
full summer show opened
Friday, Aug. 10 and runs
through Saturday, Aug.
25: Tickets are available
at www.farmingtonplay-
ers.org or by calling the
Farmington Players box
office at (248) 553-2955.
The Farmington Play-
ers are also on Facebook.
The Players Barn is on 12
Mile, between Orchard
Lake and Farmington
Road in Farmington Hills.
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Professional help
always a good idea
when facing audit

By Rick Bloom
Guest Columnist

Q: Dear Rick: | just received
a notice from the Internal
Revenue Service that it is
going to audit my return for
two years. | think it's auditing
me because | had some
large deductions in those
years. | have all the backup
«documentation, so I'm not
overly concerned. Do you think
I need to bring someone to
help me or can | do it on my
own? | should mention that |
used someone to prepare my
return, but | think | know more
about taxes than they do.
What should | do?

A:Tlove your atti-
tude that you have noth-
ing to fear. When we get
notices from the IRS, we
shouldn’t shake in our
boots; even the IRS has
rules it have to follow.
However, that being said,
we should all take notic-
es of an audit seriously.

I believe it makes sense
to bring a profession-
al with you. If nothing
more, a
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Regis

m

qual-
ified professional knows
the rules which the IRS
has to follow and won’t
be intimidated.

It's sort of like going
to a court of law. When-
ever you go to court, in
order to make sure you
are fairly treated, it pays
to have an attorney on

Check us out o

your side
to repre-
sent your
inter-

est. The
same can
be said
about an
audit.
Having
the prop-
er docu-
mentation
is only half the battle.
The IRS can also claim
that even though you_
have the

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

assist you with an audit.
Many certified public
accountants specialize in
audits and can be help-
ful. In addition, there are
enrolled agents who also
are very qualified to deal
with IRS audits.

One bit of advice —
whenever you hire a pro-
fessional, make sure you
have an understanding of
fees. Any qualified and
competent professional
in any profession should
have no problem discuss-

you're not entitled to the
deductions.

A professional can help
craft your argument in
such a way that you have
a better chance of resolv-
ing the issue favorably.
Even if it turns out that
you owe money for one
reason or the other; a
professional can better
deal in negotiating with
the IRS.

If nothing more, a pro-
fessional won't be emo-
tional in the same way
you will be. When it's
your own tax refurn, you
tend to take it a little
more personally.

Many consumers think
that the only people who
handle audits are tax
attorneys. Although tax
attorneys are certain-
ly qualified, they’re not
the only ones that can

ing fees. U

how you are going to be
billed up front is essen-
tial in developing a good
relationship with your
professional.

Most of us will never
be audited and, certain-
ly, that's a good thing.

If, however, you do get
anotice from the

or the state of Michi-
gan, take it seriously and
don’t procrastinate.

One thing I can assure
is that the IRS does not
like to be ignored and
it won’t go away. Good
Tuck!

Rick Bloom s a fee-only

financial adviser. Observer &*

Eccentric readers can submit
questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com.
For more information, visit
his website at www.bloo-
massetmanagement.com

he Web every

day at hometownlife.com
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Sea Cadets drop anchor in Garden City

By Sue Mason
Observer Staff Writer

For Edward Brennan, moving the
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet program from
Ferndale to Garden City has been a
dream come true.

‘The James M. Hannan Division had
been meeting at the Royal Oak Rec-
reation Center in Ferndale for two
years before finding a new home at
the Henry Ruff School in Garden
City. On Saturday, the cadets in their
dress whites held their first drill in
their new home, a at the

cational organization sponsored by
the Navy League of the U.S. and sup-
ported by the Navy Department and
U.S. Coast Guard. The Sea Cadet
Corps has two units: The League
Cadet Corps, supported entirely by
the Navy League, for youth ages 11-
13 and the Sea Cadet Corps for 13-18-
year-olds.

The Hannan Division meets twice
amonth— 8:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. the sec-
ond and fourth Saturdays. The cadets
learn about naval history and cus-
toms, seamanship, close order drill,
naval lecision making,

former elementary school.

“It was an old building, it had a lot
of problems,” said Brennan, the divi-
sion's executive officer. “We were
looking around for something new
and found this. We moved in on July
ik

The Hannan Division is the oldest
continuously serving sea cadet unit
in the state, and Brennan believes
the second oldest unit in the United
States. It got its start almost 48 years
ago, offering youth ages 11-18 the
“unique opportunity to experience
what it's like to be in the military
without making a four-year commit-
ment.”

The unit called the Broadhead
Armory in Detroit home for 40 years
until it closed. It then moved to Red-
ford Presbyterian Church for five
years until it closed because of
declining membership and has been
based in Ferndale for two years. It
will mark is 48th year of operation in
October.

The U.S. Navy Sea Cadet Corps is
a federally chartered non-profit edu-

personal responsibility and physical
fitness.

The cadets have to complete basic
training at the Great Lakes Naval
Station in Illinois before they can
take the advance training — 53 one-
to three-week programs sponsored
by the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Coast
Guard.

“It’s a 10-day miniature boot
camp,” Brennan said. “It’s taught by
the Navy, and all cadets have to take
it before they go on the programs.
The cadets do 10 days, Navy recruits
do 16 weeks.”

This summer, the division has
cadets taking advanced training with
the Navy SEALS in Virginia, attend-
ing submarine school in New Eng-
land, taking master at arms classes
at Cenrral Michigan University and
doing aviation training on the West
Coast.

There’s also the opportunity to take
a two-week cruise aboard the USS
Greyfox, a 120-foot former naval
ship that cadets run, from steering it
and cooking the food to plotting the

courses, standing watches and learn-
ing what it’s like to sail on a Navy
ship. Brennan said.

And cadets can also take part in
an exchange program with 16 other
countries. They can spend two, three
or four weeks in countries like Rus-
sia, Japan, England and Scotland.

The Hannan Division serves south-
east Michigan and has about 40
cadets from throughout the metro-
politan area— Detroit, Downriver,
Warren, Howell, Ypsilanti, Dearborn
and Dearborn Heights. Brennan, who
lives in Milford, hopes the new loca-
tion will help grow the program.

He’s been involved in the Sea
Cadets for 10 years. He served in
the Navy during the Korean War and
was active in the Boys Scouts as an
adult, He lost that connection but
found out about the Sea Cadet pro-
gram after moving to Milford.

“Sea Cadets is one the best kept
secrets in the world,” said Brennan
who holds the rank of lieutenant and
is the unit’s recruiting office, exec-
utive officer and administrative
office. “I stumbled on the program,
joined and I've never looked back.
Imagine a kid spending three weeks
with the Navy SEALS, it's an experi-
ence of a lifetime.”

Parents and youth who want to see
what the Sea Cadet program s all
about can stop by Henry Ruff School
during the drill. The school is at
30300 Maplewood, east.of Merriman,
in Garden City. They can also call
Brennan at (248) 685-9568.

FILE PHOTO
Members of the U.S. Navy Sea Cadet Corps per-
form some drills aboard ships like the USS Greyfox.

smason@hometownlife.com
(313) 222:6751

Reward offered in case of stolen urn containing soldier’s ashes

By Ken Abramazyk planned tobecome adoc-  Backus family, visiting Oliver had just visit- “Maybe (the thief)
Staff Writer tor. them when heisonleave  ed Brian’s relatives and didn’t know what they
Oliver said his son and and during holidays, Mike  friends in Harbor Beach had,” Oliver said of the

Livonia police and Backus were best friends  Oliver said of his son. On during the July 4th holi- urn. “It’s only of value to
Crime Stoppers are ask- - throughout childhoodand  one of his trips home on day, then returned to his my son and the family.”
ing for the public’s help in their teen years, serv- ‘military leave, the young-  father’s home in Livonia Anyone with informa-
locating a stolen urn con- ing in the Boy Scouts er Oliver received asur- when the theft occurred. tion can call Crime Stop-
tinuing the ashes of a sol- together. Both were in prise from the Backus “My son is just totally pers at (800) SPEAK
dier killed in Afghanistan  Brian Backus was killed in Af-  the Army in the spring family when they offered  devastated,” Oliver said. UP. All calls and cash
last year. ghanistan on June 18,2011 of 2010n Fort Campbell, * him anurn with some of  “Whoever has it or knows  rewards are anony-

The urn was stolen from Ky., and both had tattoos Brian’s ashes, the elder who has it, call Crime mous. The Livonia Police
22012 white Ford Mus- Broad, president of Crime  put on their chests that Oliver said. Oliver also Stoppers. My sonis total-  Department also can be
tang parked in a drive- Stoppers. “It means a read “Burn wood” which kept a memorial table ly devastated by not hav- contacted at (734) 466-
‘way at 14977 Arcola at great deal to many peo- is what Backus used to dedicated to Backus. ing thi:

Howell Road between 3- ple.” yell at Oliver when the

7 a.m. Sunday, July 8. The The car belonged to two camped. “My son

urn contained the ashes of ~ Mike Oliver, a close friend ~ was in charge of building

Brian Backus, a private in of Backus, who was stay-  the fire and Brian would

the U.S. Army from Har-  ing at his father’s homein  yell, ‘Burn wood, Michael,

bor Beach, Mich., who Livonia. Mike Oliver said  burn woed!"”

waskilled June 18,2011, his son Mikeand Backus Today, Oliver is amor- ST. MARY MERCY

Theurnis describedas  were best friends as the terman, and soon to b
teal greenandblackin  boysgrewupinHarbor become a sergeant Sept. W'¢ Livonia
color. The urn, which was ~ Beach, located in Mich- 1. He is stationed in Fort SAINT JOSEPH MERCY HEALTH SYSTEM
inside the glove compart-  igan’s thumb area along Campbell.

‘ment of the car, was sto- Lake Huron. The elder Oliver was also serv-
len along witha GPS,iPod  Mike Oliver moved to ing in Afghanistan when
and an Army uniform. Livonia abouta yearago.  Backus was killed. Oli-

“We don't have any Crime Stoppers is offer-  ver could not attend the
leads. That's why we're. inga $1,000 reward for funeral. “Brian’s father
here today,” Officer Dan thatleadsto  wa ‘enoughto The Center for
McCulley of the Livonia an arrest. let me carry his sons cas- i
Police Department saidat _Backus, the 22-yearold  ketbecause my son was Joint Replacement
Friday’s press conference. father of a3-yearoldson,  in Afghanistan,” the elder

“Maybe it was taken had also attended the Uni-  Oliver said.
by mistake,” said John versity of Michigan and Oliver s part of the

LEGAL NOTICE

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

Re-Discover Freedom

Public Test of the M-100 Optic Scan Voting System
For the
Special Primary Election
Wednesday, September 5, 2012

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: A public accuracy test of the M-100 Optic Sean Voting System
will take place at 1:00 p.m., on Tuesday, August 14, 2012 at the Charter Township of
Plymouth, Clerk’s Office, 9955 N Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI 48170, for the September
5, 2012 Special Primary Election.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that the computer program used
to tabulate the votes cast at the election meets the requirements of law.

The public is invited and encouraged to attend
For further information contact the Clerk’s Office. Phone (734) 354-3224.

Joe Bridgman, MMC
Township Clerk

Publish: August 12, 2012

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
A 2012, 11:00am

The City of Plymouth has scheduled and will be conducting the Accuracy Testing for the
Optical Scan Voting Equipment, as well as the Hearing Impaired Equipment, m the
Special Election to be hel NESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2012, at 11:00 a.m. The
testing is scheduled for Friday, August 17, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. at the Plymouth Cultural
Center, 525 Farmer Street, Plymouth, MI 48170,

This is an open testing session and any interested person is encouraged to attend
Election Source will be conducting the testing to assure that the voting equipment has
been programmed appropriately.

If there are any questions, please direct them to the City Clerk’s office at 734-4
ext. 234. The Plymouth Cultural Center is in compliance with the American Disabi
Act and is handicapped accessible.

Linda Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk

Publish: August 12,2012

Are you living in pain?
Now is the time fo
Rediscover your mobilify.

The Cenfer for Joint Replacement at
$t. Mary Mercy Hospital has a comprehensive
team approach which resuls in shorter
hospital stays, better pain management
and fasfet recovery.

Leam more at our
FREE Educational Seminar

6to8p.m. 2
St. Mary Mercy Livonia
Wednesday, August 22
jassroom 10

To register call 734.655.2345
stmarymercy.org
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AG: McCotter not charged, but
he was ‘asleep at the switch’

By Ken Abramezyk
Staff Witer

t093 days in jail.
« Paul Seewald, 47, dis-
trict director, of Livo-

Examples
of some of
the peti-
tions that
resulted in
charges.

Former US. Rep. Thad- nia faces 10 charges filed
deus McCotter was admon-  in Livonia's 16th District
ished Thursday by state Court: one count of con-
Attorney General Bill spiracy to commit alegal
Schuette for McCotter’s act in an illegal manner, &
lack of control over his five-year felony; and nine
staff, but Schuetteadded  counts of falsely signinga
that his office did not have inati ition as cir-
evidence of his involve- culator; a misdemeanor
mentin the alleged signa-  punishable by up to 93 days
ture fraud. in jail
“McCotter was asleep at  Mary Melissa Turn-
the switch,” Schuette said.  bull, 8, district represen-
“He did not mind the store.  tative, of Howell faces two
‘There was no guidance or charges filed in Troy’s 52-
supervision whatsoever.” 4 District Court: one count
Three members of of conspiracy to commita
McCotter's staff were legal act in an illegal man-
arraigned Friday in two ner, a five-year felony; and
separate district courts in one count of falsely sign- office “did not have spe-
connection with aueged ing a nominating petition as cmc direct evidence” of
fraud circulator, a
inating petitions fﬂed in pumshable by up to 93 days Schuene alleges that
May required to declare these four members of
McCotter’s candidacy to . lonanne O'Brady, McCotter’s Michigan staff
run for re-election. ‘52, former scheduler were involved in a delib-
On Thursday, Schuette employed by McCotter erate fraud involving a
announoed the following ~ atthe time of thealleged pattern of copying and
charg crimes, of Livonia faces altering petitions in order
. Don Yowchuang, five charges filedin Livo- ~ to qualify the five-term
deputy district tor ruas 16th District Court: congressman for the 2012
of Farmi Hills fac- f falsely sign-  primary ballot. Schuette
es 17 charges filedinLivo-  ing anominating petitionas  revealed examples of peti-
nia’s 16th District Court: 10 circulator; a mlsdemfanm‘ [ions that were alleged-
counts of election law forg- 93 day electron-
ery, afive-year felony;one in jail. Sheis expecied tobe lcally by transposing sig-
count of conspiracy to com-  arraigned next week. natures collected in pre-
mit alegal act in an illegal vious election years on
manner, a five-year felo- No evidence to 2012 nominating peti-
ny; and six counts of falsely McCotter involved tions. In several cases, the
signing a nominating peti- fraudulent petitions were
tion as circulator; a misde- McCotter was not also copied and submitted
meanor punishablebyup  charged. Schuette said his to the Secretary of State

as originals. Schuette indi-
cated that everything

on the petition forms
appears to be exact-

ly the same except for

the dates, which appear
altered. Schuette’s inves-
tigation also revealed evi-
dence that duplicate peti-
tions were knowingly sub-
mitted to pad signature
numbers and that multi-
ple petitions were false-
ly certified by defendants
who did not actually circu-
late them.

The charges came about
as the result of an inves-
tigation by the Attorney
General's Public Integri-
ty Unit. The investigation
lasted 10 weeks; it includ-
ed interviewing 75 wit-
nesses, procuring sworn

statements from nine peo-
ple and reviewing thou-
sands of records, includ-
ing 136 nominating peti-
tions filed with the Secre-
tary of State.

Constituents ‘got
stiffed’

Schuette called it a “cut-
and-paste job that would
make an elementary
school art teacher cringe.”

“This was not simply
keystone cops run amok ...
it was a blatant attempt to
commit fraud,” Schuette
said.

Schuette said the
“McCotter crew” acted
above the law like the law
“didn’t apply to them.”

“They were sadly mis-
taken,” he said. Schuette
added that McCotter has
“resigned in disgrace.”
People in the 11th Dis-
trict McCotter represent-
ed “got stiffed,” Schuette
said. “He is responsible
for the conduct and mis-
conduct of his employ-
ees. In this case, Thad was
asleep at the switch.”

McCotter could not be
reached for comment as
there was no answer at his
home. He issued a state-
ment via email through
spokesman Randall
‘Thompson.

“I thank the Attorney
General and his office for
their earnest, thorough
work on this investigation,

which I requested, and
their subsequent report,”
McCotter said. “For my
family and I, this closure
commences our embrace
of the enduring blessings
of private life.”

The alleged election
fraud investigation began
an ignominious exit for
the five-term congress-
‘man. The nominating sig-
natures were turned into
the Secretary of State
Bureau of Elections
office, and the petitions
were checked.

Bureau employees
determined that the fil-
ing contained numerous
duplicate and triplicate
copies of petitions and
that the filing was padded
to obscure the fact that -
the petitions did not con-
tain the necessary 1,000
signatures.

The Secretary of State’s
office contacted McCotter
on May 25, saying there
were not enough valid sig-
natures to qualify him
for the ballot. McCotter
announced May 29 that he
was conducting a write-
in candidacy, but then
dropped his candidacy
June 2. He later resigned
from office.

Read the attorney general’s
investigative report here:
http/Avww.michigan.gov/
documents/ag/08.09.12_
AG _Investigators_Report_
and_Chart_394714_7.pdf

3 McCotter staffers arraigned on fraud charges

By Ken Abramezyk Magistrate Dennis Epler
Staff Writer entered not-guilty pleas
. : on their behalf. They
Three members of for-  were released on $50,000
mer Congressman Thad-  personal bond each,
deus McCotter’s staff meaning they will have to
were arraugned Friday pay that amount if they
morning in connection do not show up for sched-
with alleged fraud sur- uled court appearances.
petitions filed in May on required to give up his
McCotter’s behalf. passport as a condition of
Don Yowchuang, 33, the bond, and both were
deputy district direc- told to contact the court
tor in McCotter’s office, if they leave the state.
of Farmington Hills and Yowchuang and Seewald

Paul Seewald, 47, dis-
trict director, of Livonia
stood mute in 16th Dis-
trict Court in Livonia.

are scheduled for a pre-
exam Sept. 18 and a pre-
liminary exam Sept. 20 in
16th District Court.

Mary Melissa/Turnbull,
58, of Howell turned her-
self in to officials Fri-
day morning and was
arraigned in Troy’s 52-

4 District Court. Turn-
bull was given a $5,000
personal bond. Her pre-
exam was set for Aug.

‘Yowchuang faces 17
charges, including 10
counts of election law
forgery, a five-year felo-
ny; one count of conspir-
acy to commit a legal act
in an illegal manner, a
five-year felony; and six
counts of falsely signing
anominating petition as

circulator, a misdemean-
or pumshable by up to 93
days in jail.

Seewald faces 10
charges: one count of
conspiracy to commit
alegal act in an illegal
manner, a five-year fel-
ony; and nine counts of
falsely signing a nom-
inating petition as cir-
culator, a misdemean-
or punishable by up to 93
days in jail.

Turnbull, a district rep-
resentative in McCot-
ter’s office, faces two
charges one count of
conspiracy to commit
alegal act in an illegal

manner, a five-year fel-
ony; and, one count of
falsely signing a nom-
inating petition as cir-
culator, a misdemean-
or punishable by up to 93
days in jail.

Lorianne 0'Brady, 52,

. of Livonia is expected to.

be arraigned on charg- .
es early this week in
Livonia’s 16th District,
according to Attorney
General Bill Schuette’s
office, who brought the
charges against the sus-
pects. 0'Brady, a former
scheduler employed by
McCotter at the time of
the alleged crimes, fac-
es five counts of false-
ly signing a nominat-
ing petition as circula-

assistant attorney with
Schuette's office, said
the attorney general’s
office had no problem
with the waiver. Roll-
stin appeared in court
with Special Agent John
Buck, who assnsted in
the investiga Aot
Neither. Buck quRolF
stin would comment fur-
ther on the case, refer-
ring all questions to the
attorney general’s com-
munications office.
Rollstin requested that
‘Yowchuang turn in his
passport to the court
because he believed that
Yowchuang had traveled
overseas recently. Yow-
chuang agreed to do so.
Both Seewald and
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tor, a pun-
ishable by up to 93 days
in jail.

At Friday's court hear-
ing, both Seewald and
Yowchuang sat at the
rear of the courtroom
before their arraign-
ment. Then as they were
arraigned by Epler, they
responded yes when
asked if they understood
the charges and their
rights.

Defense attorney Tim-
othy Dinan, who repre-
sented both Seewald and
Yowchuang, requested a
court waiver of the usu-
al 14-day period between
the arraignment and
preliminary examination
to review evidence.

William Rollstin, first

left the
court without talking to
reporters.

Dinan said after the
arraignment that his cli-

ents had no prior erim-

inal history and provid-
ed details early in the
attorney general’s inves-
tigation. “My clients are
presumed innocent; they
deserve that,” Dinan
said. “They cooperated
fully with the investiga-
tion.”
Dinan said Schuette's
press conference Thurs-
day “went beyond what
was necessary” in out-
lining the accusations
against his clients.

kabramcz@hometownlife.com
(313) 222:2591

www plymouthtwp.org

of Trustees Meetings.

Joe Bridgman, MMC
Township Clerk

Publish July 15,2012

2
11,2012
Decomber 9, 2012
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
PUBLIC NOTICE

o all residents and other interested parties: Agenda's
and Minutes for the Charter Township of Plymouth
Board of Trustees Mectings are available for review
under the Reference Desk Page of the Township Website:
They
o O ¢ Prymouth. Township Hall, 9955 N
Haggerty Road Plymouth, Michigan for public perusal.

Meeting dates: July 17, August 14, September 11 & 25,
October 9 & 23, November 13, and December 11

The public is invited and encouraged to attend the Board

are also posted in_the

omceTe107e 2xa
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leased to announce
~ the opening of

43050 Ford Rd Suite 160
Canton, MI 48187

clinic islocated on the north side of Ford Road one quarter mile
Lilley, across the street from Buy Buy Baby and Game Stop)

Appointments
4-927-4486 Fax: 734-927-4487

IMC, a small and friendly clinic, is open to men and

~ women ranging from young adults to senior citizens.
'Ayman Daoud, M.D. is a long time resident of Canton
and has practiced Internal Medicine for over 15 years.
Dr. Daoud, is Board Certified in Internal Medicine
and has worked and trained at various medical
centers including the University of Michigan,
Detroit Medical Center, and Henry Ford Hospital.

Call for your
appointment today!

2013 FORD EDGE
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Waltonwood Senior Living
Because you deserve a carefree retirement

Residents enjoy the independence they desire with the support they need.

Spacious apartments * Housekeeping & maintenance * Delicious, home<ooked meals * Activities and scheduled transportation
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—_——
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CENTRAL CITY FAMILIES APPRECIATE OUR Our State-of-the-Art
« Creative, nurturing teaching staff Facilities include:
» Non-competitive, family-friendly environment « 6 stage size dance rooms
"+ Unique performance opportunities within the community « A Student Hang-Out
3 f_}" « Exciting & innovative approach to learning « Spacious Lobby/Seating

5" * Choice of recreational or award-winning performance programs . stydy Area
Js State-of-the-art facilities « Retail Dancewear Store
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i Leap into m

Central City Dance Center
6700 Canton Center Rd.
(between Hanford and Warren)
Canton, Ml 48187

734.459.0400

8 CentralCityDance@comcast.net
www.CentralCityDance.com
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'64 Olympic
champ gains

Hall of Fame

Farmington's Cawley
honored in Michigan

By Dan O'Meara
Observer Staff Writer

As a former teammate of Rex Cawley
at Farmington High School, Dave
Catherman is pleased to know the 1964
Olympic champion is finally going to
receive due recognition in his home

state.

Cawley, who won the
400-meter hurdles at
the Tokyo Games, will
be inducted into the
Michigan Sports Hall
of Fame Thursday
evening at the Gem
Theater in Detroit.

He is one of 24 former
athletes and sports fig-
ures to be honored at the
56th Induction Event,
which is planned as a homecoming for
‘many Michigan-bred stars who Eiera
success elsewhere.

Cawley, 72, starred for the University
of Southern California after an out-
standing prep career at Farmington
and became an NCAA champion for the
Trojans.

He still resides in California but is
expected to be in attendance Thursday.
Catherman, who also was a star athlete
for the Farmington Falcons, and Jerry
Young, the school’s former boys cross
country and track coach, plan to attend
the event.

“Iran with Rex, when I was a senior
and he was a junior, on two (all-state)
relay teams,” Catherman said. “I was
a hurdler with him in high school. We
both were tall and could run the same
step patterns. We had a wonderful team;
we were undefeated and league champs.

“Rex was really versatile. He proba-
bly tried seven or eight events. Toward
the end of the (1958) season, he wanted
to try the lnng jump, and he had to get
one jump in to qualify for the regional,
which he did. He won the league meet
and the regmnal and he was all-state in
the long jump as well as the hurdles and
the (spnnt) relays He did the high jump
pretty well, too.

t‘atherman, who was an all-state foot-

Rex Cawley

Please see CAWLEY, B3

Hauling in a sideline pass during the Polish AFL is Josh LeDuc (No. 5), who then takes it in foran
important touchdown for the Gdynia Seahawks.

European play-cation

LeDuc goes long— to Poland — for pro football success

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Josh LeDuc just wants to play pro-
fessional football, and he’s proven
he'll go to great lengths — and dis-
tances — to do just that.

The Baltic Sea anyone?

Yes, the 22-year-old Canton res-
ident and 2006 grad of Plymouth
ngh School recently finished play-
mg with the Gdyma Seahawks, help-
ing that team win the title game of
the Polish League of American Foot-

ball.

“T was happy to go there and do
what I did,” said LeDuc, during a
phone interview from his family’s
home last week. “I haven’t been on
a winning team since I was in high
school. so it was something differ-
ent.

“It was like you played freer, more
carefree, and it was just a fun time.”
Winning a championship certain-
ly was the capper to a season where
he grabbed 55 passes for 1,200 yards
and tallied 20 touchdown receptions.

In front of a raucous crowd of
25,000 in Warsaw, Poland on July 15,
the 64, 240-pound receiver scored
akey touchdown as the Seahawks

Please see LEDUC, B2

PHOTOS COURTESY GDYNIA SEAHAWKS
Canton's Josh LeDuc is ecstatic after helping the Gdynia

Seahawks to a 52-37 win in the championship game of the
Polish American Football League last month in Warsaw.

Paul Soucy
of Livonia
won his
fourth title
beltin the
Ringside
World
Champion-
ships Aug.
4 in Kansas
city.

Livonia senior boxer
wins fourth title belt

CHAD JAQUILLARD.

By Dan O'Meara
Observer Staff Wiiter

Paul Soucy still packs a potent punch
for a man his age.

Not only does he remain active in the
boxing ring, the 73-year-old Livonia res-
ident continues to win title belts.

Soucy became a four-time winner in
the Ringside World Champlonships Aug.
4 at the KCI Center in Kansas City, Mo.

That's a pretty fair achievement for
a guy who, as Soucy himself states, had
heart bypass surgery eight years ago,
has metal plates in his ankle and neck
and is diabetic.

“Outside of that, I'm in good health,”
he said.

The RWC is billed as the largest box-
ing tournament in the world with six
rings in use simultaneously and fighters
from 16 countries participating.

Since there aren’t many pugilists in
his age group, Soucy had just one bout

in the 165-pound weight class.

He defeated Bill Cruze, also 73, witha
standing-8 count in the third round of a
scheduled three-round fight.

“They took the two oldest guys in the
tournament and matched us up,” Soucy
said. “He’s from Missouri. If anything
he was the hometown favorite, so I
could not let it be close.

“When you get in my age bl‘acke(,
it's not as highly competitive, because
there’s not too many people still boxing.
‘We wear headgear and they make us
wear 16-ounce gloves (as opposed to the
regular eight).”

Soucy also defeated Cruze in 2005 to
win his first RWC title. He won his next
two in 2006 and 2008.

“This was a last-minute decision,”
Soucy said. “I was going down there to
be the coach. Two or three days before
we left, I decided I was going to give it

Please see BOXER, B3

Whalers hire

two scouts

The Plymouth Whal-
ers have added Jim
Debenham and Norm
Robert to the Ontario
Hockey League team’s
scouting staff.

Debenham, in a
sense, is coming home
to Plymouth. He
worked as the Whalers
scouting director from
2002-09 before moving
to Sarnia in the same
position for the past
three seasons.

Robert worked in Pe-
terborough as a scout
from 1996-2010 before
going to Sudbury as
the Wolves' scouting
director for the past
two seasons.

“We welcome Jim
back,” said Mike Vel-
lucci, coach/GM of the
Whalers. “He brings
a lot of experience
and he already knows
what kind of player we
want to play Whaler
hockey. Norm has a ton
of experience in the
Toronto area. | look
forward to getting to
know him and working
with him.”

Debenham and
Robert worked for
the Central Scouting
Bureau before moving
on to the OHL.

The Whalers finished

17-18-2-1 last season,
winning their 10th
West Division title in
22 years while making
the OHL playoffs for
the 21st consecutive
season.

Plymouth opens
training camp the last
week of August. Tickets
for Whalers games can
be purchased by calling
Compuware at (734)
453-8400.

Mary Angela
Run No. 10

The 10th annual Mary
Angela Run starts at 9
am. Sunday at Mercy
High School in Farming-
ton Hills.

‘The race is conducted
in memory of the late
Mary Angela DiGiovanni,
a23-year-old Mercy.
alumna and University of
Michigan student.

Proceeds will benefit
Angels’ Place, a nonprofit
which provides housing
and services for people
with developmental dis-
abilities.

The event offers chip-
timed 5K and 10K runs, a
one-mile fitness walk and
a children’s run.

“Mary Angelawas a
caring and dedicated
person who wanted
10 help many different
people, and we believe
that Angel’s Place has the
same ideals,” race coordi-
nator and Mary Angela’s
aunt Sue Vincent said.

"We have had a great
turnout every year with
nearly 500 people attend-
ing, and we're hoping to
have another great event
this year.”

Late registration begins
at7:30 am. Sunday. The
entry fee is $25. For more
information, visit www.
angelsplace.com.

Hit the Open Road
this Summer!

Auto loans
with rates
as low as 2:1P2m4%

PLYMOUTH

www.cfcu.org
(877) 937-2328

COMMUNITY
FinanciAL

right here right for you

CANTON

NORTHVILLE

NOVI
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defeated the Warsaw
Eagles 52-37 to clinch
Superfinal VII.

Throwing the touch-
down pass was Gdynia
quarterback Kyle McMa-
hon — LeDuc's former
teammate at Eastern
Michigan University.

“There was a play
where I was wide open,
but he threw it some-
where else,” LeDuc said.
“I told him ‘Let’s go back
to that later because
there ’s nobody covering
me.

“We ran it again and he
hit me (with the pass).
There was someone prob-
ably at the 10-yard line
that was in my way so I
went around him and just
jumped from like the five
and dove in.”

With a successful pro
season in Europe on his
resume, the former Plym-
outh Wildcats prep star
is hopeful that he'll soon
get an opportunity to
play closer to home. May-
be in the United Football
League or Canadian Foot-
ball League.

But if a North Ameri-
can-based team doesn't
call the rest of this year
he wouldn't mind return-
ing to Poland in 2013 — to
play American-rules foot-
ball in front of enthusias-
tic fans who pretty much
treat players like royalty.

Enthusiastic fans
“People are excit-
ed when they watch it,
they stick around after
our games,” LeDuc said.
“They want to take our
pictures on the field.
“Sometimes we're on
the field for a half an
hour or hour after games
having our pictures tak-

THE LEDUC FILE
Who: Josh LeDuc, 22,
member of the 2012
Polish League of Ameri-
can Football champion
Gdynia Seahawks.

Grid background:
The 6-4, 240-pounder
is a 2006 graduate of

Plymouth High School,
where he starred in foot-
ball and made the All-
Observer team. LeDuc
then played four seasons
as a tight end at Eastern
Michigan University. He
first started playing foot-
ball at age 10 with the
Canton Lions.
Whirlwind: After being
out of football last
winter, he hooked up
with a semipro team in
California before moving
on to another squad in
Tacoma, Wash. A month
later, he was recruited by
ex-EMU teammate Kyle
McMahon to join the
Seahawks.

Family: He lives in
Canton with mom Carol
Hennells and stepdad
Jeff Hennells and sister
Samantha.

LeDuc added that he
was thrilled with the
experience, which includ-
ed sharing an apartment
with McMahon, eating
kabobs and traveling all
over Poland.

“They have these things
they call kabobs,” he con-
tinued. “When I thought
of it I thought of like
shish kabobs. but they're
not, they're just pita
wraps and stuff like that.

“It's basically like how
coney islands are in
Michigan, that’s how they
are in Poland. They are
right next to each oth-
er, that’s one of the things
they have everywhere,
these little kabob stands
and shops and stuff like

that. The Polish food is
phenomenal.”

Of course, lifestyle
and cuisine weren't rea-
sons LeDuc hopped on
a plane last March to go
from a semipro team in
Tacoma, Wash. to Poland
after being recruited by
McMahon.

“I just moved out to
Washington, working
a couple days a week
in a casino and getting
ready to play the season
there,” LeDuc said. “My
friend Kyle got a spot in
Poland, playing quarter-
back. And one of their
receivers left and went
to another team.

“So he called me up and
said ‘Is there any way

online at hometownlife.com

‘Obviously, the
NFL is always

the primary goal
and the top goal
everyone’s trying
to get to. But I just
want to be able

to move up the
ranks.’

JOSH LEDUC, pro receiver

Soaking in the cheers after scoring a touchdown in the
Polish AFL title game is Josh LeDuc.

you can get here?”

Actually, several things
had to happen in the
weeks before that for
LeDuc to show up on the
Seahawks' radar.

Last December, he
worked in Novi at a pizza
restaurant, thinking his
career finally was over.

“I didn’t know if I'd be
playing football,” LeDuc
recalled. “I was trying to
find an actual real job,
to grow up. ‘All right,
football is done now. I'm
going to have to go and
be an adult now and not
play a sport anymore.””"

A second chance
Then in January, a Cal-
ifornia semipro team

gave him a tryout but
that didn’t work out.

“When I went out there
it wasn't as competitive
as I thought it was going
to be,” LeDuc went on.
““A couple coaches from
adifferent team were
watching me.”

By February, he was
playing for that team
(Tacoma Cobras), albeit
briefly thanks to McMa-
hon's invitation to join
Gdynia.

Since football is in
LeDuc’s blood, and it has
been ever since he suited
up as a 10-year-old play-
er for the Canton Lions,
it didn't surprise any-
body when he accepted
the invite.

He'd do it all over again
if he had to.

“Over there it’s a lit-
tle different because
football is new to them,”
LeDuc noted. “They just
started playing Ameri-
can-style football six or
seven years ago.

“But the people who
come watch the games,
they understand the
rules for the most part.
and outside of the game,
they all are real, real
nice to us. ... it's like
they're the mces( peo-
ple in the world. They'll*
do anything for you and
they don’t want anything
(in return), they just
accepted us as soon as

we got there.”

Staying the course

Make no mistake
though. LeDuc’s ultimate
career objective isn't
about the Polish AFL,
even though some play-
ers there do have big-
league ability,

“Obviously, the NFL is
always the primary goal
and the top goal every-
one’s trying to get to,”
he stressed. “But I just
want to be able to move
up the ranks. Hopeful-
ly I can get into the UFL
or the CFL or something
around here so I'm not in
Europe and so far away
from my family.

“But next year, I just
don't want to stop play-
ing. So wherever I can
play, I'll play.”

That objective’s always
been on Page 1 of his to-
do list.

“Josh has worked since
he was 10 years old to get
where he is,” Carol Hen-
nells said. “... His dream
is to get to the NFL and
he is a very determined
young man.. I'm sure he
will get there.”

If LeDuc does, he’s
already guaranteed it
will come at the end of a
long, winding and won-
derful football journey.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 4634128

Thunderbirds soar

The 10-and-under Plymouth-Canton Thunderbirds softball team captured the Gold
Division in the Western Wayne Couinty'league this summer by posting a perfect 13-0
record. Pictured are (bottom row from left) Allison Hale, Haley Gagnon, (middle row
from left) Kara Zink, Ariel Anderson, Cassidy Brendtke, Angela Schmidt, Bethany
Ross, (back row from left) Stephanie Schmunk, Kiersten Metz, Jordan Hazel, Avery
Kilgore and Hailey DeChalk. Not pictured are manager Rick Schmidt and assistant
coaches Paul Ross and Andy Gagnon.

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Draft skate

The Canton Victory Hockey Associa-
tion will be having its 2013-14 house league
draft skate on Saturday, Aug. 18, at the
Arctic Edge Ice Arena.

‘There will be conditioning skates pri-
or to the draft skate on Tuesday, Aug. 14
and Thursday, Aug. 16. For more times and
information, please call the Arctic Edge at
(734)487-7777.

Franklin cheers

The Livonia Franklin varsity cheerlead-
ers will host a pair of skills clinics 6-7 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 27, and Wednesday, Aug. 29,
in the school’s cheer room.

‘The camp is for ages 4-13. The fee is
$30 and includes a T-shirt, pizza party and
game performance. Participants will cheer
at the home football game 7 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 30.

Registration will be 5:30-6 p.m. Aug. 27.
For more information, send an email to
bizybizyb@yahoo.com.

Glenn golf outing

The Westland John Glenn wrestling pro-
gram will stage its 15th annual golf outing
fund-raiser on Saturday, Sept. 15, at Livo-
nia's Idyl Wyld Golf Course.

Included in the $85 cost is golf, cart,
lunch at the turn and steak d.mner

Hole and raffl i

First
ace

Livonia resident
Ron Siefman,

76, registered
his first career
hole-in-one on
July 25 in South
Lyon. Playing the
second hole at
Tanglewood Golf
Course, Siefman
knocked his tee
shot in the cup
using a hybrid
six iron. He was
playing with
longtime friends
Bill Patterson,
Paul Orsick and
Rich Lustig

are also being accepted.

For more information, e-mail Glenn
wrestling coach Bill Polk at rocketwres-
tling@gmail.com; or call Judy at (734) 634-
4595.

Hilltop glow golf

Hilltop Golf Course, located on Beck
Road just north of Ann Arbor Trail, in
Plymouth, is hosting Glow Ball each Fri-
day night through Sept. 1 for just $25 per
player.

‘The fee includes nine holes of golf, glow
ball, neon necklace. Plus there are food

CYO volleyball

Registrations are being accepted for the
Livonia St. Edith fall volleyball program
(grades 2-8).

Members of St. Edith, St. Kenneth, St.
Aidan and St. Colette are eligible to play in
the Catholic Youth tion.

To register, e-mail Gary Smart at
smart5959@sbcglobal.net; or call (734) 432-
5959.

Thirst for Life Run

The Thirst For Life SK Walk/Run will
take place Saturday, Sept. 8, at Bicenten-
nial Park in Livonia to benefit Team World
Vision.

Registration begins at 7:45 am., the race
at9. Bicentennial Park is on the north side
of 7 Mile Road, between Gill and New-
burgh roads.

All of the money raised will be used to
fund water and sanitation projects in the
vﬂhges of Mayo and Hamandu in Zambia,

F‘or ‘more information and to acquire a
registration form, go to www. ThirstFor-
LifeSk.org. World Vision is a Christian
relief and development organization ded-
icated to helping children, families and
communities worldwide.

GC boys tennis

Tryouts for the Garden City High School
boys tennis team will be 9-11 a.m. Monday,
Aug. 13, at the sehool's tennis courts.

For more information, contact head
coach Ron Pummill at pummilr@gardenc-
ityschools.com.

RU boys soccer

Open practices for the 2012 Redford
Union boys soccer teams will be 5:30-7:30
p.m. Aug. 13-15 at McGowan Elementary
School in Redford.

Any RU student interested in playing
‘varsity or junior varsity soccer should
attend. Players are encouraged to bring

For more information, contact head
coach Jim Gibbs at onemeancamin

and drink specials available. water bottles.
For more information, call (734) 453-9800
or go to www.hilltopgc.com.
yahoo.com.
Reds need players At
The based Oakland

Reds Baseball Club is seeking players to
fill remaining 8-and-under through 18U
spots on its 2013 rosters. Go to www.oak-
Ionieq for additional i i

tryouts
‘The Michigan Bulldogs will have tryouts
for their 9U, 10U and 11U travel baseball
teams 11a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 12, at
Park, Fic

ield No. 2. For more

and to request a tryout.

WYAA football

Registration for Westland Youth Athletic
Association football will be 10 am. tonoon
Saturdays and 7-9 p.m. Wednesdays at the
WYAA Lange Compound, 6050 Farming-
ton (north of Ford).

The WYAA offers two football units, the
Comets and Meteors. Each unit has four
squads divided by age and weight restric-
tions for junior freshmen (7-8), freshmen
(8—10).]umox varsity (11-12) and varsity

In addmon both units have four cheer-
leading squads (ages same as football). For
'more information, call the WYAA at (734)
421-0640.

information, contact Mike Heard at (734)
834-6950 or mikeheard34@yahoo.com.

Meet the teams

 Livonia Stevenson High School will
have a Meet the Team Night for athletes,
parents and coaches involved in a fall
sport 7-9 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 15, in the
school auditorium.

Freshman and sophomore athletes and
their parents should attend an introducto-
ry meeting 7-7:45 p.m. Junior and senior
athletes and parents should attend 7:459

p.m.
The introductory meeting at 7 p.m. in the
auditorium is optional for]umor and senior
ithlet d parents, but their
is encouraged.
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Farmington’s Rex Cawley won the 400-meter hurdles at
the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo.

CAWLEY

Continued from page B1

ball player and trackman,
also was the teammate

of Hayes Jones, another
U.S. Olympic hurdler and
gold medalist, at Eastern
Michigan Umvemty

“It was very unique to
train with both,” he said.
“Both were wonderful
hurdlers. I felt blessed
to be able to follow them
across the finish line.

“Tused
totell
my son
(Steve),
who
became
a hurdler
at Harri-
son High
School,
Istill
had little
imprints
of cinder on my chest,
because I was beaten by
two Olympians.”

As a college freshman,
Catherman recalled going
to the Class A champi-
onship track meet to see
Cawley compete.

“I watched him make
that glorious final leg
when he anchored Farm-
ington’s winning team in
the 880 relay,” he said.
“He got the baton and
was in fourth place. He
caught everybody com-
ing around the curve.

“It was remarkable.
Don Canham (the for-
mer U-M coach and lat-
er athletic director) start-
ed recruiting him right at
the meet.”

Late AD’s effort

Catherman added the
late John “Jack” Cotton
‘would be thrilled to know
Cawley is going into the
Michigan Sports Hall of
Fame.

Cotton was Farmington's
longtime district athlet-
ic director, and he lobbied
for years to have Cawley
considered for inclusion in
the Hall of Fame.

“Jack was also very
involved with the Michi-

Catherman

gan High School Hall of
Fame,” Catherman said.
“He was very diligent
about making sure due
justice was served. We all
felt Rex was deserving,
and Jack took the lead on
that.”

When Farmington High
started its hall of fame in
2001, Cotton was co-chair-
‘man of the selection com-
‘mittee, which includ-
ed Catherman, also a for-
mer football and track
coach for the Falcons, and
Young. Cawley was the
No. 1 nominee.

“His induction was a big
moment for Jack,” Cath-
erman said. “Rex made

suchawonderful impres-  club for five years.
sion and had an inspiring “Six members of the club—
speech for the athletes in Stephanie and Sofia Cueva, Hanna
attendance, about being Denes, Andrew Esser, Jade Ross
proud of their heritage and Amanda Smyser — are first-
and Farmington. He was time national competitors, which
very graceful and present-  bodes well for the upcoming sea-
edavery strongand cred-  son,” Modrich said. A
ible voice for being a stu- “Every skater, from the new-
dent-athlete.” est to the most experienced, per-
i formed to the best of his or her

Claim to fame ability, which is all any coach can

Cawley, who wasnamed  ask. I couldn't be happier with our
the 1960's Hurdler of the  results, and I fully expect to dou-  information on the team, go to Tiv-
Decade by Track & Field ble our medal count next season.”  ersidearena.com.
News, set a world record The Riverside RASCals practice Tax-deductible sponsorships are
0f 49.1 seconds in the 400 at Riverside Arena, 36635 Plym- available to businesses and indi-
hurdles at the 1964 Olym-  outh Rd. in Livonia. For more viduals who would like to assist
pic Trials, He subsequent-
ly won the gold medal with
atime of 49.6.

Cawley was the NCAA
and USA outdoor champi- BOXER the gym every day with
onin 1963, and he won the these kids. I'm on my
USA title again in 1965. Continued from page B1 bike; I watch what I eat.”
Track & Field News twice An average of 80 peo-
ranked him the world’s one more shot.” ple visit Soucy’s gym
No. 1 hurdler, and he also After winning a fourth  in the course of a week.
received rankingsinthe  belt, he'salready plan-  Theremight be two doz-
400 dash and 110 high hur-  ning to enter nextyear’s  en or more training
dles. tournament. there on any one day.

He will join Farmington  “I've got five children,”  “It’s avery busy gym,”
Hills resident Rick Leach  Soucy said. “I want to he said. “I do a lot of
and Mercy High School leave each one of thema  work with the kids on the
grad Meg Mallon in the belt, (although) it might mitts — some days 20 to

Hall of Fame. Leachis a
former U-M quarterback
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Roller skaters earn national awards

Twelve roller skaters from
the Riverside Arena in Livo-
nia received top placements at
the recent USARS National Roll-
er Skating Championships in Lin-
coln, Neb.

Livonia residents Ryan
Heersink and partner Sofia Cue-
va earned gold medals in Juve-
nile/Elementary Team Dance, and
Ryan Heersink was a silver med-
alist in Elementary C Boys Fig-
ures.

Taking home bronze medals
were Ian Heersink of Livonia and
Amanda Smyser of Westland in
Freshman/Sophomore B Team
Dance, Pirro Marko and Emma
Chappell, both of Livonia, in Juve-
nile/Elementary B Team Dance
and the Riverside RASCals Junior
Precision Team.

The members of the Junior Pre-
cision Team are Chloe LaMay of
Plymouth, Hanna Denes of Gar-
den City, Andrew Esser and Tina
Stadnik of Northville, Smys-
er and Jade Ross, Ian and Ryan
Heersink, Stephanie Cueva and
Sofia Cueva, all from Livonia.

The Riverside RASCals are
coached by Lawaun Modrich and
Jillian Heersink, who is a nation-
al competitor in Sophomore A
Ladies figures and loops.

This is the first year in the skat-
ing club’s history that every skat-
er who entered the national cham-
pionships either medaled or
coached a medalist, according to
Modrich, who has been with the

Members of the Riverside Arena pve(lsmn ska(mg team are (front row, froln
left) Hanna Denes, Andrew Esser, Amanda Smyser, (middle row) Jade Ross,
Chloe LaMay, Ryan Heersink, Sofia Cueva, (back row) coach Jillian Heersink,
Stephanie Cueva, lan Heersink, Tina Stadnik and coach Lawaun Modrich.

Members of the Riverside Arena dance (eam are ('rcnt row, from left) lan
Heersink, Pirro Marko, Ryan Heersink, (back row) Amanda Smyser, Emma Chap-
pell, coach Lawaun Modrich and Sofia Cueva.

the club with its travel expens-

es to the 2013 championships

in Albuquerque, N.M. For more
information, contact Modrich at
lawaunm@gmail.com.

be easier to buy one.”
Soucy stays in fight-

and Major League base-  ing shape by training
ball player, Mallonastar  and developing young
on the LPGA Tour. boxers as the owner an
For ticket and other operator of the Dynam-
information about the 56th  ic Boxing Club on War-
Induction Event and the ren Avenue in Westland,
Michigan Sports Hall of between Inkster and
Fame, visit the web siteat "Middlebelt roads.
www.michigansportshof.  “T've been doing this 53
org. years,” he said. “I'm in

30 people. It’s an awe-
some workout. That's
why I think I was ready
for this fight.”

The Dynamic Box-
ing Club is a nonprof-
it, 501C3 organization.
Donations or a major
sponsor to support the
club would be welcome.
Soucy can be reached at
(734) 341-6086.

Cruise Woodward before the cars

By Marty Budner

Eccentric Staff Writer

Before cruising Woodward
in cars, cruise it on your feet.
That's the footnote to the 2012

Royal Oak Shrine High School.
“It’s exciting and it's really tak-
ing off,” said Woodward Dream
Cruise Executive Director Tony
Michaels. “T mean, how often do
you get to run down the middle

Woodward Dream Cruise. of Woodward.
‘The highly-popular and inter- “It starts early and we'll be
nationally recognized classic long gone by the time the cruis-

car bash is officially scheduled
for Saturday, Aug. 18. The 18th
annual Woodward Dream Cruise
will be preceded by the inaugu-
ral Cruise in Shoes SK Fun Run/
Walk which begins 7 a.m. near

ubscri

ers come along,” he said. “We
think we're adding something
really exciting to the Woodward
Dream Cruise.”

According to Michaels, the
WDC executive committee had

ing hasy(

been “toying around’ with the
idea for the past couple of years.
With the help of the Royal Oak
City Council and police depart-
ment, and the financial backing
of primary sponsor Fifth Third
Bank, the event became a reali-
ty this year.

“The Woodward Dream Cruise
is a family event and it's all
about enjoying yourself,” said
Michaels. “The idea was to add
another family event that would
not get in the way. People can
come dressed up in their S0's

7(
AREWARDS...

pass for two to any of the area’s Emagine Theaters just
for being a subscriber.

@ Susan Dixon
Birmingham

@ Arleen Zylka
nton

Farmington

Garden City.

Livonia

® Dennis Szmytkowski

® Barbara Bridges

® Christine Farrell

® Allen Schaefer
Northville

@ Richard Boonstra

Plymouth

Hills

® Robert Harris
Southfield

® John Waack

Northville

@ Jeff Pratt ® Harriet Campbell
Milford Westland

@ Marilyn Leff

® Patrick Ellingson
edford

NOW...

Start enjoying the rewards of

costumes and we thought a run
of this kind would be alot of
fun”

The Cruise in Shoes activi-
ties are based in the 13 Mile and
Woodward area.

‘The Fun Run/Walk begins on
Yorba Linda Blvd. and ends at
Shrine High School. Besides
Woodward, the SK-certified
course snakes through surround-
ing Royal Oak neighborhoods.

The costume contest kicks off
the festivities at 7 a.m. and priz-
es will be awarded.

a subscriber to your local Hometown;
Observer or Eccentric Newspaper!

Call or log on today and save up to
20% and receive a $10 Gift Card!

Clic

and ask for the REWARDS offer.

New subscriber only.

Paul Soucy

of Livonia
displays the
fighting form
he used to win
another boxing
title.

CHAD JAQUILLARD

CRUISE RUN

WHAT: Cruise in Shoes 5K Run/
Walk

WHEN: Saturday, Aug. 18
\WHERE: Royal Oak Shrine High
School

TIME: 7 a.m.

MAIN EVENT: Fun run and
walk through streets of Royal
0ak, including historic Wood-
ward Avenue.

RACE DAY AGENDA: 5K Run;
5K Walk; Kid’s Fun Run (8 years
and younger).

REGISTRATION AND EVENT
INFO: www.CruiseinShoes.com/
registration

ometownlife.com/bestoffer or call: 866.887.2737

hometownlife.com

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

Offer Expires: 9-30 -12

WN
WEEKLIES
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"WOMEN'S GOLF RESULTS

The Michigan Women’s Golf Association sponsored
a two-woman, four-ball tournament Aug. 4 at Dun-
ham Hills Golf Club in Hartland.

‘The field of 56 players was divided into two flights,
and prizes were awarded to the top three gross and
net scoring teams in each flight. The winners were:

Fi

First low gross: Sue Macinkowicz (Chesterfield)
and Lori Rogers (Washington Township), 70.

First low net: Ellen Howell (Livonia) and Arlene
Shields (Livonia), 62

Second low gross: Shelly Weiss (Southfield) and
Susan Bach (Keego Harbor), 75.

Second low net: Debra Horning (Bloomfield Hills)
and Yvette Gagnon (Bloomfield Hills), 64.

‘Third low gross: Cindy Hill (Ypsilanti) and Ruth
Wilson (Chandler, Arizona), 78.

Third low net: Tina Callewaert (Chesterfield) and
Ann Mikek (Royal Oak), 64.

FLIG

First low gross: Shirley Estabrooks (Commerce)
and Nancy Serra (Clarkston), 82,

First low net: Belinda Friis (West Bloomfield) and
Donna Zick (Riverview), 60.

Second low gross: Myra Janabet (Macomb) and
Sue Cherry (Roseville), 86.

Second low net: Lois Heikkinen (Plymouth) and Pat
Shelton (Farmington), 61

Third low gross: Peggy Steffan (Farmington Hills)
and Joan Cleland (Bloomfield Hills), 87.

Third low net: Harriett Forniss (Lathrup Village)
and Monica Oliver (Farmington Hills), 61.

Other contest winners included:

Closest to the flagstick, Flight 1: Jane Kersjes
(Plymouth), Macinkowicz, Wilson and Steffan.

Closest to the flagstick, Flight 2: Barb Coury
(Plymouth), Zick, Forniss and Peggy Mahoney (Ches-
terfield),

Chip-ins: Carol Durkin (Dearborn), Wilson,
Macinkowicz, Oliver and Estabrooks.

Skins, Flight 1: 1 Weiss and Bach, 2 Hill and Wilson,
5 Macinkowicz and Rogers.

Skins, Flight 2: 2 Kathy Brennan (Livonia) and Lori
Moore (Dearborn Heights), 2 Jody Chapa (South
Lyon) and Barb Coury (Plymouth), 2 Estabrooks and
Serra.

‘The next MWGA event is the match play quarter-
finals Sunday, Aug. 12, at Springfield Oaks Golf Club
in Davisburg. All female golfers are welcome. For
information about this event and the league, contact
Pat Witek at witek@mwgolf.org or 248-417-1190,

The MWGA will have another event Aug. 21 at
Edgewood Country Club in Commerce Township.
The format will be a four-woman Cha, Cha, Cha.

The competition is open to all women golfers with
a USGA index; without an index, they will play at

online at hometownlife.com

The Flight 1 winners in the Michigan Women's Golf Association tournament Aug. 4 at Dun-
ham Hills Golf Club are (seated, from leeft) Ellen Howell, Livonia; Deb Horning and Yvette
Gagnon, Bloomfield Hills; (standing, from left) Arlene Shields, Livonia; Ruth Wilson, Chan-
.; Cindy Hill, Ypsilanti; Ann Mikek, Royal Oak; Tina Callewaert, Chesterfield; Shelly
Weiss, Southfield; Susan Bach, Keego Harbor; and Lori Rodgers, Washington Township.

The Flight 2 winners in the Michigan Women's Golf Association tournament Aug. 4
at Dunham Hills Golf Club are (front) Nancy Serra, Clarkston; (kneeling, from left) Pat
Shelton, Farmington; Lois Heikkinen, Plymouth; Harriett Forniss, Lathrup Village; Belinda
Frils, West Bloomfield, (standing, from left) Monica Oliver, Farmington Hills;

2nd loss

ends Rams’
AAABA
tourney run

‘The Michigan Rams were
eliminated from the All-Amer-
ican Amateur Baseball Associ-
ation national tournament Fri-
day morning when they lost
to the New Brunswick (N.J.)
Matrix, 4-

‘The Rams, representing the
Livonia Collegiate Baseball |
League, finished witha32 |
record in Johnstown, Pa.

New Brunswick (4-1)
advanced to play the undefeat-
ed Chardon (Ohio) Blizzard
from the Cleveland area in the
final round Friday night.

The Matrix took a 3-0 lead
over the Rams after scoring
twice in the second inning.

‘The Rams got a run in the
third when a batter was hit by
apitch with the bases loaded.

Michigan failed to fully cap-
italize on the opportunity, an
the half inning ended with the:
bases still full.

The Rams made it 4-2 with
an RBI double in the sev-
enth. They could've had anoth-
er run, but the trail runner
missed third and was
ruled out on appeal.

The Rams stayed alive in the
tournament Thursday with a
16-5 victory over the Colum-
bus (Ohio) Hawks. The Mich-
iganders pounded 20 hits,
including four home runs.

Matt Priebe accounted for
two of the dingers and six
RBL Garrett Gordon and
Logan Curtis hit the other
home runs.

Relief pitcher Jake Paul-
son shut down Columbus over:
the final five innings, holding

scratch. To enter go to www.mwgolf.org. Roseville; Myra Janabet, Macomb; Donna Zick, Riverview; Shirley Eﬂabrcoks Commerce; the Hawks to one hit and one
Joan Cleland, Bloomfield Hills; and Peggy Steffan, Farmington Hills. unearned run.
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Plymouth artist pens colorful children’s book

By Sharon Dargay
O Staff Writer

Keith Mazur hopes his
latest art project appeals
to preschoolers.

And that’s quite a
stretch for the Plymouth
artist, who studied spe-
cial effects at The Art
Institute of Pittsburgh, in
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Mazur

grew up with monster
‘movies and sci-fi mov-
ies and all that stuff,” he
said.

“It was a struggle for
me not to want to throw
a werewolf or something
in there,” he said, witha
laugh.

‘Youngsters and their
parents will find birds
and butterflies, monkeys
and clowns, a girl and a

Keith T. Mazur

Lily & Louie's

C(]_ORFUL
WORLD

boy — but no werewolves
— within the pages of
Mazur’s first book, Lily &

The cover of Keith Mazur’s book

Louie's Colorful World.

2 Moon Press, a small
publishing company in
Marshall, published the
book, which is available
for $9.99 from the compa-
ny online at 800publish-
ing.com and from Ama-
zon.com. Mazur expects
Barnes & Noble to sell it
online.

Mazur, who is also
amusician, wrote the
verse and drew the illus-
trations for the book that
takes readers on a trip

Here's a really fun fact

that we'll share with you:
purple is made when

you mix red with blue

through the world of col-
or.

“I've always thought of A page from Keith Mazur’s book
doing a children’s book
but I always figured it for a company thatleas-  his “day job” on the road
was one of those thingsI  es laundry machines inspecting the machines,
would do when I retired,”  to apartment complex- and devotes time to art

said Mazur, who works

es. He spends most of

on weekends.

GARDEN & NATURE

Send garden and nature information and
photos to Sharon Dargay at sdargay@
hometownlife.com.

Butterflies

“Backstage Pass: Brenda’s Butterfly
Habitat,” is the theme of the Southeast
Michigan Butterfly Association’s next
meeting, 7 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 15. Meet
in the Habitat, located at Barson’s Green-
house, to see dozens of beautiful butter-
flies fluttering about the host plants that
support them, and learn about the life
cycle of many of Michigan's native but-
terflies. The greenhouse will be open
for purchases. Barson's greenhouse is
located at 6414 N. Merriman, Westland,
between Ford and Warren roads. Park
in the church lot across the street. $3 for
non-members. Questions? Call (734) 326-
0578 or visit www.sembabutterfly.com

Master Gardener

Become a Master Gardener volunteer
by taking a 13-week series of classes,
4:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, beginning Aug. 14
at the Venoy Annex building, 5454 Venoy,
Wayne. The application fee is $25 and reg-

istration and materials fee is $300. Con-
tact Anita Callender at callen12@anr.msu.
edu or call (734) 729-3632 ext. 103 for an
application.

Plymouth Nursery

“Sales at Sunset,” runs 6-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 16, at the store, 9900 Plym-
outh-Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth and will
include sales, vendors, refreshments and
door prizes.

English Gardens

+ Find out how to preserve the harvest
in a free presentation, 10 am., Saturday,
Aug. 18,

* Learn about plants that help create
privacy in your backyard at a free pre-
sentation, 10 a.m., Saturday, Aug. 25.

* Get ideas on creating interest in the
garden during every season. Learn about
plants that provide color all year long and
get a month-by-month bloom chart; 10
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 1. Free

* A free presentation includes tips
on including cold-tolerant annuals and
perennials in containers, 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 8.

rhymes to fit the pictures.

“I like to write like I'm
writing music. I like for
everything to fit a certain
rhythm pattern.”

Mazur said he first
became interested in art
as a child while growing
up in Plymouth. Whenev-
er a cousin babysat him
and his siblings, she would
draw for them. Mazur
said he was fascinated by
her pictures and tried to
mimic them.

At Plymouth Salem
High School, he took art
classes, and at age 21,
headed to Pittsburgh in
1993. He studied special
effects, which at that time
consisted mostly of make-
up, masks and props for
the movies.

Doing what he loves
“Nowadays everything
isso geared to comput-
er imaging. A lot of what
Tknow — it's not that it's
outdated —it's just not as
much in demand,” he said.
“T still do a lot of props
and things like that, espe-
cially around Hallow-
een. I get people asking
me to make them masks
or props. Every now and

again I get a call from
“A couple of yearsago  Pictures and rhyme  someone who wants me to

1 just started sketching Mazur drew hisideason  build something.”

out some picturesand 1 a tabletof paper withcol-  He also does custom

thought, well, I will give  ored markers, lateredit-  work on guitars.

this a shot,” he said. ing and “cleaning up” “You've got to do what
“T sketched out the lit- some of the illustrations you love to do, so I still

tle girl and little boy one  on computer. keep up with it,” he said,

day and started think- He considers himself | referring to his special

ing, how can T apply alit-  primarily asculptor, pro-  effects work.

tle story to this? Iwasin  ducing mostly Mazur is toying with

between projects ... so dimensional workinclay  another book idea that

1 figured it was a good or resin cast pieces. would use the Lily and

time to sit down and try “When it comes to two-  Louie characters.

something different.” dimensional drawing, “There are always a mil-
“It took me a lot longer  it's usually pencil,inkor lion projects in my head

than I expected. It took marker. I don't reallydoa that I want to get started

ayear from start to fin-

Iot with paint,” he said.

on. If the book does well

ish. It's a 34-page book Mazur said he devel- Tl look at doing another
and the publisher added  oped the images first one. T'll have to wait and
afew pages.” and then came up with see how it goes.”

vs PR
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Sto a\\\\\‘t\““
y Kids!

Do you know a child or
teenager who goes above
and beyond to make your

community, neighborhood,

or family better?

Tell us your story in
500 words or less.

One winning essay
will be chosen each
month to receive:

Interested in a career as a
Pharmacy Technician?

« 18% Expected national
growth rate

« Payment plan available
« 14 week class

FREE INFORMATION SESSION

o Tuesday, August 28th 6:00-7:30 p.m. Schoolcraft
College , Biomedical Tech Center, room 100

* Meet instructors, review class offerings, course
curriculum and certification requirements

ALREADY WORKING THE PHARMACEUTICAL FIELD2
Join us for our Information Session on Sterile Compounding
on Wednesday, August 29th from 6-7:30 p.m.
Schoolcraft College , Biomedical Tech Center, room 170

www.schoolcraft.edu/cepd/pharmacy

Continuing E on and Profession,

clopment | 7344624448

© Aticketstoa
Detroit Tigers Game
Game Date:
Sunday,

September 2

@ Autographed
Detroit Tigers item

@ Little Caesars’ Gift Card

@ Pre-Game recognition at
a Detroit Tigers Game
Email your essay to:
cbjordan@hometownlife.com
Subject line:

“PAWS FOR APPLAUSE”

Please include the child’s name,
age, phone number and addres:

n
TIG

hometownlife.com

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC
OMETO
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Plymouth potters offer
workshop

classes,

By Sharon Dargay
OBE St Writer

Spend a few hours — or
several weeks — learning
about pottery next month
at the Village Potters
Guild in Plymouth

The Guild is registering
now for 15-week pottery
classes and for a series.
of two-hour raku work-
shop that will celebrate
the organization’s new
raku kiln.

“The Plymouth Commu-
nity Foundation gave us a
grant for a new raku kiln.
Part of the grant request
was to do a workshop for
the public,” said Carolyn
Hook, Guild president.

The workshop will run
5:30-8 p.m. Friday, Sept.
21, It will repeat from 7-
9:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 21
and from 10 a.m.-12:30
p.m,, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
and 1-3:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 22, at the Guild, 340
N. Main, Plymouth. The
2 1/2-hour session costs
$10. Unglazed pottery
will be available at the
workshop for $10-$35.

“We're making a lot
of pots ahead of time.
They’ll be at the bisque
stage,” Hook said, add-
ing that participants will
choose a glaze and apply
it. “We will do the actual
firing. When you pull the
pots out of the kiln you
have an open flame and a
lot of smoke. They come
out of the kiln red hot. It's
real dramatic.”

Potters will place the
fired pieces into garbage
cans filled with combus-
tible material, such as
sawdust or newspapers,
where they cool.

“You get a lot of inter-
esting results.”

raku

Workshop participants can glaze a take-home raku pot.
next month at the Village Potters Guild in Plymouth.

The process can pro-
duce copper, green or
white crackle finishes,
depending on the glaze,

“You can’t use raku
pieces for food because
they don't get to a high
enough temperature (in
the kiln) and they're still
porous,” Hook said.

Participants will get a
chance to produce two
pieces. Children under
15 must be accompanied
by an adult.

Students in the Guild's
fall pottery classes will
not only fire ceramic
pieces, but get a chance
to work with clay and
firing.

Classes run 10 a.m.-1
p.m. andsSOpmAQ 0

advanced students runs
6:30-9:30 p.m. Tuesday.
Cost is $350 for 15 weeks
of instruction and eight
hours of additional lab
time.

Hook said night class-
es will fill soon.

The Village Potters
Guild has 30 members
and accepts new mem-
ber applications in Jan-
uary and August. New
members often are for-
mer students who have
completed a year-long
guest membership and
are competent in pottery
design and production.

To register for the
raku workshop or for
pottery classes, call
(734) 207-8807 or visit

p.m. begin-
mng Sept. 5. A class for

WWW.
org.

Zeus needs your finandial help.

Check out fundraiser, shot clinics for pets

Zeus Crowley of West-
land needs your financial

elp.

The 6-year-old rott-
weiler was diagnosed in
May with a rare genet-
ic disease called Immune
Mediated Polyarthri-
tis, an allergic reaction
to antibiotics that has
caused his immune sys-
tem to attack his joints.
Prednisone helps to keep
him comfortable, but isn’t
along-term solution. Vet-
erinarians at Michigan
Veterinary Specialists in
Southfield want to do dig-
ital x-rays and joint taps
to figure out what else
may be hurting his joints.
The tests and treatment
are estimated at a total
$5,000.

Melissa Crowley says
that she and her hus-
band have spent some
$20,000 on Zeus — “ho
has allergies
they brought him i e
their family 2
old pup. She d
reach out to the commu-
nity through social media

says they
pay for his next round of
medical testing, which
costs $2,000.

PET PROJECTS
ABRTERRRE 7

She plans a fundraiser
— Putt for a Cause ... and
Save These Paws — from
1-4 p.m., Sunday, Aug.

26, at the Putting Edge,
44225 W. 12 Mile, Novi.
The eyent will include 18
holes of miniature golf,
arcade games, pizza and
pop, prizes for the most
holes in one and best
game score, in addition
to a 50/50 raffle. Advance
tickets are $20 and $25
the day of the event. Tick-
ets are available by call-
ing Crowley at (248) 755-
0550 or at melissacrow-
ley66@ att.net,

Visit Crowley’s fund-
raising page at www.give-
forward.com/SavingZeus.
Read her blog at www.
savingzeus.wordpre:
com. And visit her Face
book page at www.face-

bookcom/i#!/SavingZeus.

Low-cost
vaccinations

Tail Wagger’s 1990 con-
tinues its low-cost vac-
cination clinics 10 a.m.-

2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 12

at Sheehy Animal Hos-
pital, 18790 Middlebelt,
Livonia. Rabies, borda-
tella and distemper vac-
cines cost $12 each, or
three for $30. Microchip-
ping will be offered and
heartworm testing will be
available for $18. Wags to
Wiskers, 44707 Five Mile,
Plymouth will wrap up
its schedule of Tail Wag-
ger’s 1990 clinics, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 25.

No appointments are
necessary for the clinics,
although the organization
welcomes RSVPs to help
organizers plan for vac-
cine supplies.

To RSVP or for more
information, call Tail
Wagger's 1990 at (734)
560-4660 or e-mail to vac-
cinationclinic@yahoo.
com. Visit its website at
www.tailwaggers1990.
org.

— Sharon Dargay
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again.
Recently, Ellen Rose-

Spread the word on
dehumidifier recall

By Joe Gagnon treated by the manufac-
‘Guest Columnist turers in trying to get
this problem resolved.
n June a lady wrote There seemed to be no
me that her dryer was  logical explanation as to
acting up and from why the glass on an oven
her description I thought  door would break on its
it might be a very seri- own. On this subject
ous fire po 1 have written before
hazard. and so I will say it once
Ireplied again. It is the four-let-
to her ter word that I use to
and describe the quality of
asked ‘many products today:
her to JUNK!
me My good friend Diane
on my — Armstrong who writes a
eIl APpliance column for the Timmins
phone  Doctor Times Newspaper will
but to many times write about
no avail, Joe Gagnon a thing that is missing.
which in the world today. It’s
meant I called good, old-fash-
went into worry mode. ioned service and cus-
My next effort caused  tomer satisfaction the
me to include her let- way it used to be. She
ter in my column which  has a heart of gold
did the trick. She reads which makes it hard
this column and theend ~ for her to understand
result was my son Mark  why this modern world
going to her house and seems to have lost the
fixing this fire hazard of  “golden rule.” Take the
a clothes dryer. Now she  quality out of products,
is sgfe andIamrelaxed  eliminate the happy cus-

tomer and what do you
have left? T will let you

coupon clipping is a big
thing these days and
what I would like you to
dois clip this article and
put it in a safe place.

In recent days there
was a recall on some
800,000 dehumidifiers
sold by Sears. You may
have seen it on televi-
sion or heard about it
on a radio show but you
couldn’t clip it. It may
have been a one-time
thing as these recalls
usually are or maybe
you have not heard a
thing about it.

Now, how about help-
ing me inform mem-
bers of your family and
friends about this mas-
sive recall on dehu-
midifiers which might
be running in their
very basement, All
you have to do is write
“recent dehumidifi-
er recall” in the search
engine of your comput-
er and you will have
the facts. By the way,
while you are research-
ing, pay attention to
how many dehumidifi-
ers have been recalled

‘man wrote her column answer this comment. in the past five years
for the Toronto Star Now, let me give you alone. Here is anoth-
about a kitchen range an example of how this er alarming fact: There
she owns whichhad the ~ newspaper has helped are 195 million recalled
inner door glass shatter  so many readers. In appliances in circula-
when she wasn’t even these past 25 years tion today and the ques-
using the range. The of writing I have met tion is, do you have one
range being three years  so many people who in your home? Go to Saf-
old was well out of war- say to me in person, “I erproducts.gov and find
ranty range but the man-  have cut out every arti-  out for yourself. Stay
ufacture fixed it at no cle you've written and tuned.
charge. Her experience  saved each one of them.
caused her to receive 1 send copies to my kids  Joe Gagnon can be heard
several letters from and family. I refer to at 8 a.m., Saturdays on
homeowners who had them many times when WAAM 1600. You can
the same thing happen a question comes up.” e-mail your problems and
to them. These people Everyone has scissors questions on appliances to
were generally not well ~ nearby and I know that  appldr@twmi.rr.com
REUNIONS
BELLEVILLE net.
CLASS OF 1957 1950S, 1960S

55-year reunion, Sept. 21-22, at the Holiday
inn Express and Suites, |-94 and Belleville
Road. Informal gathering starts at 6 p.m.,
Friday. Social time starts at 5 p.m,, Saturday,
followed by dinner. For more information
call Donna (Watkins) Gotts at (734) 331~
9180 or e-mail to donnagotts@aol for more
details.

Centerline

CLASS OF 1977

35-year reunion, 7:30 p.m. Aug. 18 at Ernie’s
in Clinton Township. $25 per person. E-mail
to clhs1977@hotmail.com.

DEARBORN FORDSON

CLASS OF 1946

66th reunion luncheon is planned for 11
a.m.3 p.m.Thursday, Sept. 13 at Park Place,
23400 Park, Dearborn. Reserve a place by
sending a $20 check to Sadie Zehra Bondy,
1515 Mason #403, Dearborn, MI 48124. For
more information call her at (313) 274-3929.
CLASS OF 1948

The January and June classes will hold a
64-year reunion lunch, 11 am.-3 p.m. Sept.
20, at the American Legion, Carl E. Stitt Post,
232 Warren Road, Dearborn. For more infor-
mation call Rose Marie Listwan Kopelkin at
(734) 421-1485.

CLASS OF 1952

60-year reunion planned for Sept. 15 at Park
Place in Dearborn. For more information
e-mail Al Orloff at orloffal@att.net or phone:
him at (734) 432-9308 or e-mail Marvin M.
Smyth at mmsmyth@]uno.com or call him at
(313) 562-4378.

DEARBORN HEIGHTS

ANNAPOLIS

CLASS OF 1982

For information about the 30-year reunion

on Saturday, Oct. 20, at Fr. Patrick O'Kelley.

Knights of Columbus in Dearborn, visit the

“AHS Class of 82" page on Facebook, or

contact Diane Goodreau at dianeschofield@

sbeglobal.net or (313) 363-0523; Jim Linaras

at godofouzo@yahoo.com; or John Zadikian:

at zman6754@aol.com.

DEARBORN HEIGHTS

ROBICHAUD

CLASS OF 1962

50th class reunion, Sept. 29 at the 1-Under

Bar & Grill Banquet Facilty in Livonia. The
is lookin

Annual Cody 505605 picnic, 11 a.m:6 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 19, Nankin Mills Pavilion in
Hines Park, located at Ann Arbor Trail and
Hines Drive. Music, camaraderie, memora-
bilia, door prizes, hot dogs, chips, bottled
water, baseball hats, T-shirts, sweat shirts,
tassels, beads, music CD's are all available.
Special parking for classic cars. Bring chairs
and pop-ups. No need to register. Ques:

ions? Call Phil Varilone at (313) 562-3573
ore-mail to Pvarilone@wowway.com; Jerry.
Marszalek at (313) 532-0134 or e-mail to
Jmarsares@sbeglobal.net.

DETROIT MACKENZIE

CLASSES FROM 1950-69

Asecond annual picnic is planned, noon-6
p.m,, Sunday, Sept. 23, at Nankin Mills Pa-
vilion in Hines park, located at the corner of
Ann Arbor Trail and Hines Drive in Westland.
Music, memorabilia, great camaraderie.
Bring your own picnic or purchase Michigan-
made hot dogs, chips, pop, water and ice
cream at the event. T-shirts and sweatshirts
also will be available. A raffle will be held.
Seating will be available under the shelter,
or bring your own chairs and pop-ups. No
need to pre-register. Questions? Call Janet
Cable at (734) 377-4009 or email macken-
2ie505-60s@hotmail.com.

DETROIT MUMFORD

CLASS OF 1962

50-year reunion, 6:45 p.m. Saturday, Aug:
25, at the Somerset Inn, Troy. Make reserva-
tions at www.mumford62.com.

DETROIT WESTERN

ALL CLASSES

Friday, Sept. 14 at St. Marys Cultural Center,
18100 Merriman, between Six Mile and
Seven Mile, Livonia. Family-style luncheon
plus prizes and plenty of school spirit. $25
per person. Phone Mildred (Lois) Carpenter
at (248) 427-0673 for tickets. Deadline is
Aug. 2

CLASS OF 1962

Looking for classmates from January and
June classes for 50th class reunion Saturday,
Sept. 22 at Western Golf and Country Club,
Redford. Cost is $62 per person. Other
weekend activities include tour of school,
evening icebreaker and Sunday brunch.

For information call Judy Alegnani Murray,
(313) 399-0507, Judy Hull Rakowski, (734)
459-3832, Helen Knight Tucker, (734) 285-
4927 or Ralph Brighton, (734) 513-7499.

contact information. Al classes are wel-
come to attend. Send names, contact info
and questions to the reunion committee
website, robichaud62@yahoo.com. Check
out “Robichaud 50th Reunion Class of 62"
on Facebook and on classmates.com. Or call
Paula (McGue) at (517) 304-9755.
DETROIT CODY

CLASS OF 1962

Looking for Classmates from January and
June graduations for 50th reunion, 6 p.m.
Sept. 29, at the Holiday Inn, 17123 Laurel
Park Dr. North, Livonia. Call Neal and Barb
Gehring at (248) 568-2254; NGBG@comcast.

HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1962

The 50th class reunion will be held Satur-
day, Sept. 22 at Farmington Hills Holiday
inn, 37529 Grand River Ave,, Farmington
Hills; (248) 477-7800. The $60 per person
cost includes a welcome reception from 2-5
p.m. and an evening dinner dance with cash
bar. Cocktalls will be at 6 p.m. with dinner
at 7 p.m. Reservations deadline is Sept. 1.
For more information call Michele Cook
Hoffmeyer at (602) 290-6006 or e-mail to
russmichele@yahoo.com. Check Classmates
and Facebook FHS Class of 62 Reunion
pages for more information.
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MILESTONES

Rembacki-Mach

Elizabeth Rem-
- backi and Joseph Mach
© announce their engage-

The bride-to-be, daugh-
ter of Colleen Connol-

Iy and Jim Rembacki of
Livonia, is a 2004 grad-
uate of Mercy High
School. She graduated
from Aquinas College
in Grand Rapids with a
bachelor of arts degree
in elementary education
and teaches kindergar-
ten at Our Lady of Victo-
ry in Northville,

Her fiance, son of Lynn
and Tom Mach of Red-
ford, graduated in 2003
from Detroit Catholic
Central High School. He
earned a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in physi-

cal education and health
education from the Uni-
versity of Michigan in
Ann Arbor and teaches at

Detroit Catholic Central
High School in Novi.

The couple plans to wed
in June 2013.

Serrico-Slatina

Jillian Serrico and Scott Slaﬁna
announce their engagement

The bride-to-be, daughter of Rich-
ard and Stephanie Serrico of Livonia,

Her fiancé, son of Tim and Janet Sla-
tina of Fenton, graduated in 1999 from
Harrison High School in Farmington.
He manages a Ruby Tuesday restau-

Passage

Obituaries, Memories & Remembrances

1-800-579-7355 ¢ fax 313-496-4968 * oeobits@hometownlife.com
riday 4:15 p.m. for Sunday * Wednesday 9:45 a.m. for Thursday

BOOTH
BALLANTYNE,
CYNTHIA CAROLYN,
Age 79, of Harbor Springs,
Michigan, dicd August 8, 2012 at
her home. She was bom on
February 5, 1933, in Bloomfield

Boulder and Purdue University.
She is survived by daughters
arolyn Lee Ballantyne Eckhold
(Scott Eckhold) and Deborah
EEn e e
L L e

by her son, Phnlnp Booth

reader, a lifelong volunteer,
a member of the Tau Beta
Association and _the - Junior
League of San Francisco. In lied
of flowers the family requests
thatdonations be made to the
North Shore Animal League, 25
Davis Avenue Port Washington,
NY 11050; Best Friends Animal
Sanctuary, 5001 Angel Canyon
Road Kanab, UT 84741; or a
charity of your choosing.

CUTRELL-FARLEY,
CLAUDINE
August 9, 2012, Age 78 of
Westland. Beloved wife of the
late Howard B. Loving mother of
William Hickey, James Hickey,
Georgenna Smokovitz, Kimberly

graduated in 2000 from Stevenson High  rant. Kasi, Quin, Micac, Dean
School in Livonia. She is anurse at Kar-  The couple plans to wed in May 2013 Dana, He; Jo, Jessica,
‘manos Cancer Institute. at Hall in Victoria, Knsla. L
Jake,
Darian, Cn\mmc Shmlb), Kelsie,
Michael la, Bradley,
Chantz, aml anklyn Visitation
Fri. 50 PM, Sat. 2-9 PM. with
Weaver-Xu Funeral Service Sun. 11 AM at
b ‘Vermeulen Funeral Home, 46401
Ann  Arbor Rd, (btwn

Kimberly Ann Weaver Sheldon & Beck) Plymouth.
and Kunning Gabriel Xu Memorial contributions may be
. made to Karmanos Cancer or,

announce their engage- Muscular Dystrophy Association.

ent.

The bride-to-be,
daughter of Kirk and
Ginny Weaver of Can-
ton, is a 2001 Canton
High School gradu-
ate. She earned a bach-
elor of science degree
in 2005 from Michi-
gan State University
and a master of science
degree in 2007 from
Iowa State University.
She expects to receive a
PhD in December 2012
from Georgia Institute
of Technology.

Her fiancé, son of
Frank Xu and Rebecca
Wang of Lake Saint Lou-
is, Mo., received a bach-
elor of science degree in
2006, a master’s degree

in 2009 and a PhD in fessor in mechanical and A December 2012 wed-
2012, all from Geor- aerospace engineering at  ding is planned at Acade-
gia Institute of Technolo-  University of Alabamain  my of Medicine, in Atlan-
gy. He is an assistant pro-  Huntsville. ta, Ga.

Vroman-Pohl

Ashley Elizabeth Vro-
man and Benjamin
Andrew Pohl announce
their engagement.

The bride-to-be,
daughter of Deborah
and Daniel Vroman of
Westland, is a gradu-
ate of Eastern Michigan
University, with a dou-
ble major in elementa-
ry mathematics and ele-
mentary social stud-
ies. She is employed by
IKEA.

Her | fiancé, son of Lin-
da and Michael Pohl
of Canton, is a gradu-
ate of the University of
Michigan - Dearborn,
with a major in supply
chain management. He
is employed at TATA
Technologies, on assign-
ment to Ford Motor
Company.

An October 2012 wed-
ding is planned in Can-
ton

IntermentCadillac Memorial

Gardens-West, Westlan
To share a memory, please visit
vermeulenfuneralhiome.com

PAYING TRIBUTE
1o 1HE LIEKE oF
your LOVED GNE

DAVID,
MARY ANN
Age 89, of Brighton, previously of

Garden City, passed away peace-
fully August 8, 2012, She was
bom May 3, 1923 in Cincinnati,

Anna (Mistler) Murray
raised in Northville and graduated
from NHS in 1941. Mary Ann
was united in marriage 10 Dayid
Sam David on December 31,
1945 they spent 32 loying years
together until his death in
During World War II she worked
at the Willow Run Bomber Plant.
She also taught dance lessons at
Arthur Murray Dance Studio in
Detrot. Mary Ann was a secreary
for Kroger for over 26 years. She
dicated mothee and &
Wonderful homemaker. She loved
10 bake homemade bread and can
her own jelly and jams. Mary Ann
aso enjbyed. cooking, panting
with acrylics, and travelling. After
she retired she travelled all over
the world. Mary Ann is survived
by her children Davie (Barbara)
David of California, Don (Wanda)
David of Georgia, Ann Cox of
Brighton, Gwenn (Randy Hodges)
David of Colorado, and Suzanne
(Robert) Kaatz of Texas; her sister

grandchildren. She was preceded
in death by her parents; her hus-
band; her brothers, Robert Murray
and James Murray; and her grand:
son Jad Cox. Visitation will be
held Friday from S-Spm. A funer-
al service will be held Saturday at

Ipm with visitation beginning

gested fo the Ja

City, M1 48135

FORBES, WILLIAM F.
e 92, August 6, 2012.

father of William,
the l:(c SRR ) o
Cing jale, Grandfather of

Shelley. Rnhme, Jessica, Scott and

eat-grandfather of
Sk):!a nd Gage. Brother of the
late May Nelson. Proud veteran
William

at Cabrini Parish in Allen Park for
30 years. He loved to joke and
always had time for his family. We
all share great memories of our
many camping trips and we will
miss him very much. Vistation
Sunday, August 12 from 1-9 PM

R
Home, 15451 Farmington Rd.,
ivonia I Mass Monday
:30

Mi

11441 Plymouth Rd., Livonia.

hare a memory of Bill at
wwwrggrharris. com

May peace
be with

you in this
tine of
sorrow.

Age 81, of Winter Haven, FL,
formerly of Plymouth,~ MI,
passed away on July 30th. He is
survived by Lois, his loving wife
of 37 years; children Susan
Leclercq (Glenn), Cindy Abar
(Bob), Jeff, Kari Dorris’(Mike)
and Dan (Jen); seven grandchil-
Crenteones rendchl e
Howard was the

oot Pesee Pt 8.1 \Va]]p.lper.
Green's Creative Home Center &

G
Nezareal IaTaRFlapH L

JOHNSON,
JANE ADELAIDE
Age 87, of Waterford passed away
peacefilly on July 29, 2012. She
is survived by her daughter and
son-in-law, Tove and Samuel
Jackson, grandchildren Jenae
Jackson, Joshua and Tara (Meyer)
Jackson, and Kelsey Jackson; sis-
n-law, Maxine Murphy
Ecesfipephews feou ot and
fiiends. vas preceled in
death by etond: nd
sister, Vet She vas a 2 devoted
member of Central _United
Nethodist Church (CUMO) for 67
years and retired from Bloomfield
Hills Schools, having worked for
both the Board of Education and
Auiover High Schaal,For the
ars she was lovingly
Cired for a0 & resident at Clare

Bridge of Troy. A memorial

donations, in her name, to CUMC
in lieu of flowers

Vew Online
_ wwwhometowniffecom hometownlife.com

KUYKENDALL,
MARTHA
Age 76 of Livonia. Beloved wife
mother of Beth

Tryon. Cherished grandmotier of
Chelsey Carlson. Dear sister of
Kay Fluckey, Linda Nicholson,
Dorothy Stuart, and Nancy
Carreon. A memorial service will
take place at Rosedale Gardens
Presbyterian  Church 9601
Hubbard in Livonia, Thursday
August 9t 1G00AM gathering,
0AM ~ service. Mem

Donations e
Rosedsle Gardins. Presbyterian
uneral arrangements

en\rnswd e et

McWATT,
CHRISTINE H.
AcceloTRlymoui pesicl anay
on August 5, 2 o in
AR o parents
Frederick and Ruth Hoeprich.
Survived by her lovi
ed husband Robert, Deare
mother of Stephanie

ag

(Cammi) McWatt. Proud grand-
mother of Madison, /\ubmy i
Abigail, Also, survived

mother inlaw Ruth MoWatt Dear
AilesROURS R (T s e}

H
s
Funeral Service will be held (also
at the SehraderHowell Funera
August 11,
2012 at 3:00pm, located at 280
South Main St, Plymouth, ML

TROUT,
GERALD L.

Age 83, August 8, 2012. Born
April 21, 1929 in Detroit. Raised
10 and PN,

Site Univerit In 1952 in Col

Engineering. He received his
pmrm.uml Engineer License in
husband _of
1954, Loving
father of Franskoviak,
Michacl (Nancy) Trout, Michaci
Franskoviak, Gina (Joe) Curran,
Ruthann Trout (Bart Van Bloemen
Waanders), Paul (Alechia) Trout
and Christina (Jason) Horowitz.
Dear grandfather of 16. Brother
of Juanita (Fred) Martin, Charles.
Trout. Uncle of many nicces a
death by

nephews. Preceded in
his mother Naomi and his brother
Hul emorial_service Sat-

urday, August 11, 2012 at 11:00
am ai Unity Church of Livonia
28660 Five Mile Rd. Livonia,
48154, Donations appreciated 10
the church or to Angela Hospice.

May you find
comfort
in Family and

Friends
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Pack healthful items in school lunch

It's that time again — the new
school year is just a few weeks
away.

With the return of school comes
the return of school lunches.

The nutritional quality of foods
and beverages in schools has been
ahot debate, largely driven by
trends in childhood obesity in this
country. Since 1980, according to
the CDC, the obesity rate for chil-
dren and teens has nearly tripled.

While kids eat plenty of foods
outside of school, the foods and
beverages available at schools
are an important consideration
because it's been estimated that
for some children, 50 percent
of the calories they eat in a day
are from school meals. Packing
lunches and snacks can help pro-
vide healthful and filling meals
that pack a nutritious punch with-
out overloading on the bad stuff.
But coming up with a variety of
healthy options that kids will actu-
ally eat, won’t get bored with, and
that can survive (from a food safe-
ty perspective) with insulated
lunch bags, freezer packs, and/or
a thermos, can be a challenge for
any parent.

Colleen Doyle, director of nutri-
tion and physical activity for the
American Cancer Society, offers
some guiding principles:

*Always include at least one fruit
and one vegetable.

«Choose grains are mostly whole
grains.

Proteins should be lean and/or
sources of healthy fats.

*Dairy products — and peanut
butter, for that matter — should be
low in added sugar.

Here are some easy lunch box
foods that can be mixed and
matched:

Easy ‘entrées’

« String cheese or cheese cubes
and whole grain crackers

« Hummus and whole wheat pita
bread

» High-fiber, low-sugar cereal,
eaten with milk from school. Look
for cereals with at least 3 grams of
fiber and less than 8 grams of sug-
ar per serving.

Sandwiches and wraps

* Whole wheat tortillas smeared
with low-fat refried beans or filled
with black beans and/or leftover
rice, with salsa for dipping

» Whole wheat tortilla with turkey,
cheese, and apple or avocado slices.

 Peanut or almond butter sand-
wich on whole grain bread with
banana slices or raisins

Fruits, vegetables and
salads

« Single portion-sized cups of
unsweetened apple sauce or fruit
packed in its own juice, without
added sugar

* Carrots, pepper strips and cel-
ery sticks with ranch dressing to

dip
* Celery sticks stuffed with pea-

nut butter and sprinkled with rai-
sins or other dried fruit, such as
cranberries and blueberries

Other “sides” and snacks

* Individual serving-sized pack-
ages of low-fat, low-sugar yogurt.
Look for no more than 20 grams of
sugar per 6 ounces; about 12 grams
of that is nnmrally—occumng sugar
found in dairy products.

* Baked tortilla chips and salsa

* Trail mix made with cereals,
nuts, pretzels, dried fruit, or raisins

Healthy drinks
* Freeze small bottles of water to
help keep your child well hydrated
and his/her lunch cool.
« If you pack juice, make sure it's
percent juice. Freeze these also
to help keep the lunch cool.

www.woodh:

to Livonia’s

W Rettrement

Comunnnity

The community (especially the families of current
and former residents, staff, volunteers, etc.)
is invited t0 a...

Friday, August 24th at 5: 00pm
Events Include:

e 5:00 FREE PICNIC

© 5:15 HELIUM BALLOON LIFT-OFF

® 6:00 FREE FILM “CHAMPIONS”
Plus...FREE throughout the entire day:
Snow Cones, Cotton Candy & Popcorn

*Must pick up FREE tickets in Woodhaven office by Aug. 13, 2012

29667 Wentworth e Livonia
(1st street north of Five Mile, on the west side of Middlebelt)

734-261-9000

.com

What makes Woodhaven different?

« Not for profit mission * Three separate & distinct neighborhoods
« Quaint bistro dining * Recently upgraded physical, occupational & speech therapy

.org

MEDICAL DATEBOOK
August

COOKING CLASS

Learn how to incorporate Michigan-made products into
your cooking at Chef Rebecca’s live cooking class, 6-7 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 13 at Busch’s Fresh Food Market, 24445
Drake, Farmington Hills. A registered dietician will discuss
the nutritional value of these foods. Cost is $10 for this
lass, presented by Busch’s and Botsford Hospital, and
includes recipes, samples, cooking tips and a $10 Busch's
coupon. Call (248) 427-7400 to register.

FUNDRAISER

The National Kidney Foundation of Michigan (NKFM)—De-
troit branch office will present its 6th Annual Cool Blue
Monday fundraiser 5:30-9 p.m. Monday, Aug. 13 at the
MGM Grand Detroit—Grand Ballroom, 1777 Third Street,
Detroit. Attire is stylishly chic and the event will feature an
elegant strolling buffet, live entertainment, and cocktals,
along with silent and live auctions. All proceeds from the:
event will support the prevention programs and patient
services of the NKFM—Detroit branch office. Tickets are
$125 per person. For more information or to purchase tick-
ets, please call the NKFM—Detroit office at 313-259-1574 or
visit www.nkfm.org.

NUTRITION WORKSHOP

A dietician from Botsford Hospital will teach children, 8-13,
about healthy lunches and after-school snacks at a work-
shop, 11 a..m.noori, Wednesday, Aug. 15 at Busch's Fresh
Food Market, 37083 Six Mile, Livonia. Call (734).779-6100 to
register.

September

JAMBOREE
Dawn Farm'’s annual event celebrates recovery from chemi-
cal dependency. This 39th annual gathering, 16 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 9, will include entertainment for the entire
family, live music by NoteWorthy, hayrides, silent and live
auctions, a children’s tent and midway, food, beverages and
farm animals. The Dawn Farm gift shop also will be open.
Admission and activities are free. Dawn Farm is located at
6633 Stony Creek Road, Ypsilanti. For more information call
(734) 485-8725.
PROSTATE CANCER SYMPOSIUM
The Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer
Institute, Wayne State University
School of Medicine and The Pros-
tate Net will present the se(ond
annual Prostate Cancer Symposi

8a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Sep’f( zz at
the Charles H. Wright Museum of
African American History in Detroit.
Keynote presenter will be sexual
health expert Jeffrey Albaugh, Ph.D.
The ium is free and will offer
two educational tracks — one for
patients, families and advocates;
and one for medical professionals,
including social workers. The pro-
gram is free. Pre-event registration
s required because space is limited.

J. Albaugh will speak
at a prostate cancer
symposium next
month in Detroit.

Call (800) KARMANOS.

« EMT Day Class

Class
. Paramedlc Evening Class
« EMS 1/C Evening Class

Life Support Training Institute
Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time.
For more information or to register,
please visit us on the web at
www.lifesupporttraining.org
or call us at
866-FOR-LSTI (367-5784)
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE
Now Accepting Registrations!

Join Us in Celebrationl

Many people are
wrongly rejected when
they apply for Social
Security Disability
benefits. Money was
taken out of their
paychecks for Social
Security taxes to ensure
that they would receive
disability benefits if

they could no longer
work ull-time. Sady, the
government denies
approximately 60% of those who
apply for disability benefts.

Attomeys J.B. Bleske and
Jennifer Alfonsi have 42 years
combined experience
representing only Social Security
disability clients. And they
personally meet with all clients
and appear personally at al court
hearings. Many large firms assign
Inexperienced attormeys to your
case. And some of these firms are
located thousands of miles away
and only fly the attomey in the
day of the court hearing.
Attorneys Bleske and Alfonsi have
vast experience before local
Michigan judges.

ocosraanez

sublect and has been
interviewed on various
televislon programs.
Both ationey Bieske
and Alfonsi have aiso.
been interviewed on
radio programs and:
have given speeches to
many groups.
Attorneys Bieske
and Alfonsi offer free phone or
office consuation. I they
represent you, there will be no

Attoreys Bieske and Alfonsi
can often make a winning difer-
ence at the application stage.

And,if an appeal is necessary  fea charged until after the
they have won several hundred case Is won. The fee is
cases before a court date Is even  percentage of retroactive

set.

Those denied can appeal on
their own but statistics for many
years reveal that those
represented by attorneys wina
much higher percentage of
appeals. And attorneys who
specialize in Social Security
Disability cases win a much
higher percentage yet.

In addition to practicing only
Social Security disablty law
attorey Bieske has written a
book for attorneys about the

Bieske and Alfons| represent
clients from all over the state of
Michigan. Their Livonia office is
on Shx Mile Road just west of I-
275. Their Novi office s located
on Haggerty Road just north of
12 Mile Road. Call them at
1-800-331-3530 for a free
consulation f you have been
denied, or if you are thinking of
possibly applying for Social
Security benefits.

www.ssdfighter.com
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12 tips for making small talk

A study at the Stanford
University School of Business
tracked a group of MBAs 10
years after they graduated.
The result? Grade point
averages had no bearing on
their success -- but their
ability to converse with
others did.

Being able to connect with
others through small talk can
lead to big things, according
to Debra Fine, author of ‘The
Fine Art of Small Talk.’ A
former engineer, Fine recalls
being so uncomfortable at
networking events that she
would hide in the restroom.
Now a professional speaker,
Fine says the ability to
connect with people through
small talk is an acquired skill.

Fine and her fellow
authorities on schmoozing
offer the following tips for
starting -- and ending -
conversations:

1. As you prepare for a
function, come up with three
things to talk about as well as
four generic questions that
will get others talking. If
you've met the host before,
try to remember things about
her, such as her passion for a
sport or a charity you're both
involved in.

pressure. For example,
“Charles Bartlett? Lynn
Schmidt... good to see you
again.” Smile first and always
shake hands when you meet
someone.

3. Take your time during
introductions. Make an extra
effort to remember names
and use them frequently.

4. Get the other person
talking by leading with a
common ground statement
regarding the event or
location and then asking a
related open-ended question.
For example, “Attendance
looks higher than last year,
how long have you been
coming to these
conventions?” You can also
ask them about their trip in
or how they know the host.

5. Stay focused on your
conversational partner by
actively listening and giving
feedback. Maintain eye
contact. Never glance around
the room while they are
talking to you.

6. Listen more than you talk.

7. Have something
interesting to contribute.
Keeping abreast of current
events and culture will
provide you with great

on...?” Stay away from
negative or controversial
topics, and refrain from long-
winded stories or giving a lot
of detail in casual
conversation.

8. If there are people you
especially want to meet, one
of the best ways to approach
them is to be introduced by
someone they respect. Ask a
mutual friend to do the
honors.

9. If someone hands you a

you're done, put it away in a
shirt pocket, purse or wallet
to show it is valued.

10. Watch your body
language. People who look ill
at ease make others
uncomfortable. Act confident
and comfortable, even when
you're not.

11. Before entering into a
conversation that’s already in
progress, observe and listen.
You don’t want to squash the
dynamics with an unsuited or

gracefully move on. For
example, “I need to check in
with a client over there,” “T
skipped lunch today, so I
need to visit the buffet,”

you can offer to refresh thelr
drink.

When should you exit a
conversation? According to
Susan RoAne, author and
speaker known as the
“Mingling Maven,” your
objective in all encounters.
should be to make a good
impression and leave people

2. Be the first to say “hello.” conversation builders, business card, accept it as a ill-timed remark. wanting more. To do that,

If you're not sure the other leading with “What do you gift. Hold it in both hands she advises: “Be bright. Be
person will remember you, think of...?” Have you and take a moment to read 12. Have a few exit lines brief. Be gone.” ;
offer your name to ease the heard...?” What is your take what is written on it. When ready, so that you can both £
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AUDI KEEPS RIDING MOMENTUM WITH RECORD U.S. SALES

By Dale Buss

Audi of America posted the
best July results in its history,
with sales of 11,707 new
vehicles
marking a 28~
percent
increase over
the old record,
set justa year

ago.
Besides the
absolute
number, the highlight of Audi
performance during the month
was the fact that combined
sales of its premium-category
vehicles - A8, A7, A6 and Q7 -
jumped by 20 percent overa
year ago, representing a
carefully planned outcome of
the brand’s recent emphasis on
greater penetration in the very
top of the luxury-car market.
Those vehicles comprised 30
percent of total Audi sales in
the U.S. during the month, a
new record as well. Even more
telling is an “apples-to-apples”

of sales in the premium-car
segment. In 2009, such
vehicles accounted for only 13
percent of the overall Audi mix.
By July, that number had risen
to nearly 23 percent.

Leading the percentage
increases for the group in July
was A6, whose sales rose by 67
percent in July over a year
earlier and offset slight sales
declines for A7 and A8.

Sales of the highest-volume
model in the Audi of America
line, A4, rose by 52 percent in
July. New versions of A
boosted the line’s sales by 32
percent during the month over
ayearago

“Audi models exude emotion
and innovation, and consumers
are responding,” said Mark Del
Rosso, Chief Operating Officer
of Audi of America. “Arecord
July kicks off a second half that
will see the brand gain even
more sales momentum.”
Another strong indicator of the
rising regard for the Audi brand
is what's happening to residual

R8 is the Audi that billionaires want to own -- so they do

values of late-model Audis.

The paucity of leases taken out
on new vehicles —- even by
American luxury-car
consumers -- during the depths
of the Great Recession wasn't a
pretty sight at the time. But
two and three years later, many
who did lease Audis and other
premium vehicles during that
lullare benefiting in a big way.
The economy, especially luxury.
vehicle sales, has recovered
enough to create more robust
demand for leases than in 2009
and 2010. And that means
owners of models such as an
Audi A8 that was leased during
that time are finding huge
demand from dealers and end
consumers to take well-
maintained such vehicles off
their hands.

The concurrent overall increase
in value of the Audi brand and
vehicles over the last few years

Audi A8 is helping the brand rack up significant gains in the top 1< 34029 o this effect, for

of the luxury marke
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Audi owners. As chronicled
recently by Joe White in The
Wall Street Journal, thisis a
win-win-win sort of deal.
Consumers who leased the cars
back then are being romanced
with financial incentives,
including sweet deals on new
vehicles, if they'll turn their
cars in early or even on time.
Dealers get sales soonerand a
“certified preowned” used car to
sell that could yield more profit
than many new-car
transactions.

And Audi of America sells a new
car sooner than it might have
otherwise. Plus, the strong
residual values of models it sold

sticker prices compared with
the 37 to 38 percent of the
price that was projected back
then by Automotive Lease
Guide.

“We are seeing some cars that
have significant positive
equity,” Scott Keogh, president
of Audi of America, told White.
But owners of late-model Audis
might be encouraged to enjoy
this bonus. No one knows if it
come around again.

A distinct group of Audi owners
wiho probably aren't too worried
about residual values are those
ultra-wealthy celebrities who
drive them. By no means is it a
complete accounting of what
the ultra-wealthy prefer to
drive, but Audi is happy to be
driven by three of eight
billionaires among the world's
richest people whose wheels
recently were surveyed by
Business Insider.

And actually, in keeping with
the brand positioning that Audi
has achieved during the last
few years, the billionaires who
prefer Audi - Michael
Bloomberg, Phil Knightand the
widow of Steve Jobs - are very
much exemplars of “new’
luxury” rather than old.

New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, of course, first
gained fame - and riches -as
the founder of the Bloomberg
financial-news empire, which
now also owns and runs

in 2009 and 2010
the overall financial sﬂength
and reputation of the brand.
Audi A8 models being traded in
this year are fetching an
average of 45 percent to as high
as 52 percent of their original

magazine while Hizzoner
attends to presiding over
Gotham City. Bloomberg,
according to Business Insider,
drives an Audi R8, the flagship
of the Audi of America fleet.
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It's how we show commitment o our counlry. Alr Force Reservisls
dedicate thei lives 10 protecting property, saving fives, and defending
freedom. Whether al home or abroad, in limes of war or peace, we

are there. Air Force Reserve. Above & Beyond.

800-257-1212 * www.afreserve.com
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Chevy Runs Deep
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