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Leap year
babies

With Feb. 29 fast
approaching, we are
looking for Leap Year
babies!

How do you cel-
ebrate? When do you
celebrate? Has life
been any different
because you're a Leap
Year baby? These are
the things we'd like to
know. :

If you're a Feb. 29
baby, or had a Feb. 29
baby, or even know
of a Leap Year baby,
and are willing to
share your story, please
e-mail your informa-
tion (and a photo!) to
Observer editor Brad
Kadrich at bkadrich@
hometownlife.com

Board

welcome

Douglas Adams, Ph.D.,
of Canton was sworn in
as a trustee on the Board
of Trustees at School-
craft College during the
board’s meeting Jan. 25.
Adams was sworn in as
a trustee by his longtime
friend and associate,
Wayne County Deputy
Clerk Caven West.

Adams was ap-
pointed to the board
in November 2011 to
complete the final year
of the six-year term,
ending Dec. 31, 2012,
of board member
Gregory J. Stempien,
who recently retired
from the board.

Gov’s choice

Dr. Mohammed Arsi-
wala, a local leader in
urgent care medicine,
has been appointed
by Gov. Rick Snyder to
serve a four-year term
on the Michigan Board
of Medicine.

The board oversees
the practice of medi-

cine of approximately

36,330 medical doctors

. and serves as the state’s

licensing board.
Arsiwala is president
and medical director
of Michigan Urgent
Care, which operates

Western Wayne Urgent

Care in Canton.
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By Darrell Clem dence and doing
Observer Staff Writer it right,” Canton
| Detective Sgt.
A convicted killer and seri- Dave Schrein-

er said. “It's kind
of nice to know

al rapist whose victims includ-
ed a woman he sexually assault-

ed after driving her to a Can- that we main-

ton cemetery in 1989 has lost his _ tained the abil-
attempt to prove his innocence Buhnerkemper ity to prove his
due to DNA evidence long pre- guilt, thanks to
served by Canton police, author-  us being on the job and holding

onto evidence.”

Canton police turned over
DNA evidence for analysis
after Wayne County authorities

ities said.

“It's an impressive testament
to the department being consci-
entious and taking care of evi-

received inquiries about seri-

al rapist and killer David Bri-
an Buhnerkemper, now 55, from
the Innocence Project, a nation-
al organization dedicated to pur-
suing a legal review of cases in
question.

“The Innocence Project has a
place in our society, and we cer-
tainly were willing to cooperate
with them and abide by a court
order for DNA evidence to be
submitted to a lab for testing,”
Schreiner said. “He’s in prison
on our case and many others.”

evidence supports conviction

The latest analysis substantiat-
ed Buhnerkemper's guilt.

Life sentence -

According to the Michigan
Department of Corrections, Buh-
nerkemper is serving life in pris-
on without the possibility of parole
for convictions in 1993 and 1992
on 13 counts of first-degree crim-
inal sexual conduct, one count of
murder involving a Pontiac wom-
an and one count of kidnapping.

Please see DNA, A4

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Christine Laming adds sugar to her apple pie jam. She also has low-sugar recipes.

Canton mom trades
records for recipes

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Former record pro-
moter Christine Laming
used to push new jams to
radio stations — that is,
before she started mak-
ing jam and jelly in her
own kitchen.

Now, this Canton moth-
er of three has aban-
doned hit songs for hip
flavors like raspberry
jalapeno, cinnamon pear,
cranberry orange and
strawberry lemon pop-
pyseed.

“My love is caoking,”
Laming said, stirring a
batch of Michigan apple
pie jam on her stove.

Her home-based busi-
ness, Jam by Hand,
evolved after she and
husband Gerald made a
trip a couple of strawber-
ry-picking seasons ago
to an Ypsilanti produce
farm.,

“We ended up picking
40 pounds of strawber-
ries,” said Laming, who
had little access to such
farms growing up on
Long Island, just outside

New York City.

Pondering the fate of
her small mountain of
strawberries, Laming
stopped at Meijer, bought
canning jars, pectin —

a substance that helps
firm up jam — and other
ingredients she needed to
try her luck.

“It was awesome,” she
said. “It was like no oth-
er jam we had ever tast-
ed. We had so much jam
we started giving it to
people.”

Please see RECIPES, A3

Group drops
Colbeck recall

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A recall group has
dropped its campaign
to oust state Sen. Pat-
rick Colbeck, R-Canton,
for his support of Mich-
igan's emergency man-
ager legislation — a
decision partly blamed
on the daunting task of
collecting 27,300 sig-
natures to get the issue
placed on a ballot.

“Our decision was to
let it lapse at this point,”
recall leader Mary Kel-
ley said Tuesday.

Her remarks came as
the Committee to Recall
Patrick Colbeck faced
a deadline this week
to submit petitions to
Wayne County election
officials.

Colbeck, in his sec-
ond year as 7th District
senator, welcomed the
news, saying “I've got

_enough drama in my

life” dealing with Lan-
sing politics. He vowed
to continue efforts to
create jobs and find a
solution to traffic prob-
lems near the I-275/Ford
Road interchange.

“I'm just going to con-
tinue doing what I've
been doing all along —
what the vast majority
of 7th District residents
want me to do,” Col-
beck said. “We're try-
ing to get jobs pushed
through.”

Still around

Colbeck’s district
includes the town-
ships of Canton, Plym-
outh, Northville, Brown-
stown, Grosse Ile,
Huron, Sumpter and
Van Buren, and the cit-
ies of Belleville, Flat
Rock, Gibraltar, Rock-
wood, Trenton, Wood-
haven and part of
Northville.

Although the recall
campaign has been
abandoned, Kelley said
the group remains in
place and could decide
to revive its efforts if
other measures become
political hot buttons.
She cited Colbeck’s sup-
port to make Michigan
a right-to-work state —
viewed by criticsas a
union-busting measure
— as one potential issue.

Kelley, a Northville
Township resident and
retired Trenton ele-
mentary principal, cit-
ed several reasons why
recall organizers have
dropped their effort to
oust Colbeck:

* A challenge to get
the organizational sup-
port and money needed
to wage a massive recall
effort.

¢ Stringent recall
rules that force organiz-
ers to collect the signa-
tures they need within
a 90-day window. “The

Please see COLBECK, A3

The group seeking to recall state Sen. Patrick Colbeck,

Patrick Colbeck

R-Canton, over his support of emergency manager
legislation, has decided to drop the attempt.
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District hears public input on closing options

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Michele Fleming’s chil-
dren are among the few
who live in Plymouth
Township who attend ele-
mentary school at Huls-
ing Elementary School.

And Fleming, who lives
in the Joy/Lilley area,
wants it to remain that
way even after the Plym-
outh-Canton Community
Schools Board of Educa-
tion makes its decision on
which schools to close in
its facilities optimization
plan. Her children (she
has a second- and a fourth-
grader at the school) have
made friends from the oth-
er areas that feed Hulsing.
However, while her chil-
dren could be sent to Allen
Elementary on Haggerty

s National Tourin

tsPow

-

north of Ann Arbor Road,
their Canton friends would
more likely be shipped to
Gallimore or Miller as the
district redraws its school
boundaries.

“I just think (Hulsing)
should remain an elemen-
tary school,” Fleming said
of the school, tucked into
the Windsor Park subdivi-
sion in Canton. “We want
to make sure, if Hulsing
closes, we get to stay with
our community.”

Fleming was part of a
small crowd Tuesday at
Discovery Middle School
for the first of three pub-
lic forums designed to
elicit resident comments
on the facilities recom-
mendations made by
Plante & Moran CRE-

SA, the firm the district
hired to conduct the facil-

;iPres,en‘ts ;
efYou
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ities study. Other forums
are scheduled for Feb. 27
and March 6, both at 6:30
p.m., and both at Discov-
ery Middle School.
- Hulsing is one of three
elementary schools on
the radar in the list of
scenarios presented by
CRESA. Hulsing and Fie-
gel Elementary, locat-
ed on Joy Road in Plym-
outh Township, would
close under all five sce-
narios presented by CRE-
SA. Gallimore would join
them in one scenario.
CRESA calculated
the scenarios two ways:
Housing students at 85-
percent and 90-percent
capacity. Phil Freeman,
the district’s assistant
superintendent for facil-
ities, said the scenari-
os drawn up using an 85-
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percent capacity seemed
to be “rising to the top.”
However, administra-
tors pointed out it’s all
still just preliminary until
the board makes its deci-
sions, likely at the March
27 board meeting.

“This is all prelimi-
nary information,” Supt.
Dr. Jeremy Hughes said
Tuesday. “No decisions
have been made about
anything. (Closings) will
be a board decision.”

Administrators
answered questions for
nearly three hours Tues-
day. Some of the ques-
tions included:

* To Fleming's point
(keeping Hulsing kids
together), Freeman said:
“They’d probably be split
in two different direc-
tions. We would do our
best to split them to no

WEIGHING THEIR OPTIONS

Option 1A: “Right-size” facilities, leaving them at 90
percent capacity. It would close Fiegel, Gallimore and
Hulsing elementaries, and move the Tanger Center

and Starkweather, the district’s alternative high school.
According to CRESA, this option would save the district
between $2.4 and $2.6 million.

Option 1B: Considers the district’s facilities at 85-per-
cent capacity and closes Fiegel and Hulsing, while still
relocating Tanger and Starkweather. It would save $1.68
million to $1.93 million.

Option 2A: Would reconfigure elementaries to K-6 at
85 percent of capacity and close both Fiegel and Huls-
ing along with East Middle School. It would also move
Tanger and Starkweather and save the district $3.4 mil-
lion to $3.65 million.

Option 2B: Reconfigures elementaries to K-6, closes
Fiegel, Hulsing and Central Middle School and relocates
Tanger and Starkweather. It saves $3.52 million to $3.55
million.

Option 3: Provides pre-K and reconfigures elementaries
into upper- and lower-level grade structure. It closes
Fiegel and Hulsing. According to CRESA, it impacts the
fewest elementary students and cuts out five bus runs. It
would save $2.15 million to $2.27 million.

more than two (schools),
if at all possible.” =
* Why close Hulsing accessible if we wanttouse for Starkweather, the dis-
and/or Gallimore? Hughes it for a special program,” trict’s alternative high
pointed out both schools Hughes said. “Hulsing is school currently housed
are centrally located with- nestled in a neighborhood in-a sub-par building in
in the district and would and is less accessible.” Plymouth.
make good locations for » The attraction of clos- “We get (Starkweather)
programs such as the ing Fiegel is its location students from (Livonia
Tanger Center’s special near the borders of Livo-  and Westland),” Freeman
education program or an nia and Westland. The said. “That makes Fie-
early-childhood develop- school, considered the gel a prime candidate for
ment center. most likely to be closed, Starkweather.”
“Gallimore is muchmore  would make a good home
bkadrich@hometownlife.com
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They togld h':r that she HOME PRESERVING
should sell it. So she i
researched Michigan's “ BLUE CHAIR JAM COOKBOOK ®
cottage-industry laws
governing home busi~
nesses and started Jam
by Hand.

The rest is sweet histo-
ry, though some recipes
certainly turn up the heat
— like the one that blends ‘
habanero peppers with Shelves in Christine Laming’s dining room hold finished
apricots, onions and red jars of jam, supplies and recipes.
peppers.

Laming even has one Somehow, she finds time
recipe called Marmalade to lead a Girl Scout troop
for YaYa — the Greek — the Miller Elementa-
word her children, Zoe, ry First-Grade Daisies —
6, and twins Sophia and which plans to collect pas-
Emma, 4, use for their ta during Winter Market
grandmother, Rene Con- for Canton’s Open Door
te. Its flavors blend grape- Ministry food pantry. She
fruit, orange, lemon, cle- PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER also is president of a group
mentine and pineapple. Christine Laming stirs one of her jam recipes, part of her home-based Jam by Hand business. called Plymouth-Canton

With nearly 20 flavors in P N Mothers of Multiples.
season, Laming’s récipes 20 vendors are expected Carrot cake jam? “That’s sometimes helps out in Nes Standing over her stove,
cost $6 for an 8-ounce jar  Sunday during this year’s  a favorite, for sure.” the kitchen. L w : Laming stirs her Michi-
and can be found at plac- first Winter Market. Laming offers her rec- Laming created some Christine Laming’s finished  gan apple pie jam recipe
es such as the Canton Win- “Most people leave the ipes at events such as of her own recipes and . product is ready for the of chopped apples, lemon
ter Market, which returns  Winter Market with some-  wedding parties and baby  found other ideas on the market. zest and juice, cinnamon,
10 am. to 2 p.m. Feb. 12, thing in hand,” Lloyd said, showers, and she assem- Internet. She offers tips raisins, nutmeg, apple
March 18 and April 22 adding that patrons also bles baskets for holidays  that take jam and jelly far — which she describes juice and sugar.
inside the historic Cady- enjoy supporting the local  such as Mother’s Day. beyond toast and biscuits.  as “so much better than “It will taste like apple
Boyer Barn in Preserva- economy. She has started a Jam by Avid customer Amber store-bought” jam. pie filling when it’s done,”
tion Park, on Ridge north Hand Facebook page to Camiller uses the raspber- “I'm a pretty local cus- she said.
of Cherry Hill Taste matters tout her goods. ry jalapeno jam with cream  tomer,” Camiller said. “I It’s a far cry from her

Market manager Tina But really, it’s the taste She estimated she cheese and crackers, and have tried a lot of her fla-  record-industry days of
Lloyd said patrons often that matters — and sam- spends three hoursaday  she spreads anapple cider  vors.” | pushing jams to radio sta-
return because they are pling Jam by Hand fla- making jam, jelly and, recipe over pork tenderloin Laming keeps her reci-  tions. Yet, it doesn't seem
eager to buy products vors in Laming’s kitch- occasionally, marmalade  tocreate a glaze. pes in a binder she affec-  to matter for a woman who
sold by local vendors like  en quickly indicates there — often when the twins Camiller also buys the tionately titled the Jam creates such sweet hits
Laming, whose custom- are no wrong choices. are napping or sometimes low-sugar peach ber- by Hand Manual of World right in her own kitchen.
ers get S0 cents off their Raspberry jalapeno? late at night. Her hus- ry cobbler — made with  -Jam Domination. Her
next purchase when they “It's my best seller,” band, who has a window-  sweet peaches, wild blue-  children used crayons to ddem@hometownlife.com
return their jars. Nearly Laming said. company marketing job, berries and cinnamon create the artwork. (313) 2222238

co LB ECK ple about signing petitions ~ down a street (in the dis-  state Reps. Dian Slavens  as well,” Colbeck said Slavens, Cavanagh and
and providing personal trict) and have someone of Canton, Phil Cavanagh  Tuesday. Bledsoe had been target-
Continued from page A1 information, though Kelley  tell you to go back to Lan-  of Redford and Tim Bled- Stu Sandler, an attorney  ed for their opposition to

said recall organizers plan - sing,” he said. “The per- soe of Grosse Pointe. and Republican strategist, emergency manager leg-

recall process is designed  to destroy the documents. sonal nature was disap- Colbeck, Slavens and has said the anti-Demo- islation.

by the legislators (we) pointing, but that goes other legislators have crat recall efforts were Much like Colbeck,

are seeking to remove,” Keeping focus with the territory. I'm long said they opposed dropped to put the focus Slavens has defended her

Kelley said. Colbeck has long said very good at focusingon  a wave of recall efforts, on this year’s elections. voting record in Lansing

« A lack of name recog- he remained focused on what needs to be done.” saying voters should aim “I think our plan is, we and said she is fighting in
nition for Colbeck, a fresh-  his job while he was tar- Word that the recall their frustrations at elec-  are going to present our Lansing for jobs and oth-
man legislator, and his geted for potential recall.  effort against Colbeck tions rather than seek to different views on how er measures important to
stance on issues. “Many He said he was most con-  has been abandoned came  oust lawmakers for their  the Republican Party pro- her constituents.
people did not know who cerned by rude treatment  after a separate group stance on a single issue. poses to reinvent Michi- ’
he was,” Kelley said. he received from his foes. earlier ditched plans to “I'm glad it didn't go gan in this next election,” dclem@hometownlife.com

» Concern by some peo- “You never like towalk  try to oust Democratic through for Dian Slavens  he has said. (313) 222-2238
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PUBLIC SAFETY

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

assault with intent to com-
mit sexual penetration.
He remains jailed with

pleading guilty. His plea
led to the dismissal of
several other charges of

a written statement indicat-
ing he, Nausley and Terrell “all
took separate turns” with the

A third Canton man is facing  a $500,000 cash bond. A first- and third-degree victim.
trial in Wayne County Circuit not-guilty plea has been CSC, The alleged victim has testi-
Court following charges he and  placed on his record. Nausley’s trial is still fied the last thing she remem-
two other men raped a 24-year- The charges against pending. Unlike Orr bers before she was raped
old woman inside a Sherwood Terrell and two other and Terrell, he has been = was walking to the store with
Village mobile home after she ~ Sherwood Villageres-  Terrell Nausley charged as a fourth- the suspects for beer, though
passed out from mixing beer idents — Ryan Orr, 17, degree habitual offend-  they didn’t buy any because it
and an anti-anxiety drug. and Steven Arthur Nausley, S0 Terrell was ordered to stand er, meaning his penalties could was after 2 a.m. She said she
Jordan Fredrick-Andrew Ter- — arose after the woman told trial Friday after Assistant be strengthened if he is found already had taken Xanax and
rell, 21, was ordered Friday to Canton police she awoke last Wayne County Prosecutor guilty. consumed two 24-ounce cans of
stand trial after he voluntarily  Aug. 12 to find herself partial- Maria Miller confirmed that According to the Mlcmgan malt liquor.
waived his preliminary exam- ly undressed with three men Orr had pleaded guilty to one Department of Corrections, Hagaman-Clark indicated
ination Friday in 35th District standing in Orr’s bedroom. count of third-degree CSC and Nausley has a criminal histo- during her courtroom argu-
Court — a decision that averted The woman told authori- was awaiting sentencing by ry that includes resisting and ments in November that Naus-
another round of testimony. ties she went to a hospital and Wayne County Circuit Judge obstructing a police officer and ley took off the victim'’s cloth-
Terrell could face penalties had been sexually assaulted at Annette Berry. malicious destruction of fireor  ing and asked the other men
ranging up to life in priSon if Sherwood Village, on Canton’s Miller has said Orr could police property. if they wanted to have sex
he is convicted of three counts southeast side. face penalties ranging up to Assistant Wayne County with her, even though she was
of first-degree criminal sexu- “I was raped,” the woman tes- 15 years in prison, though Prosecutor Danielle Hagaman-  unconscious.
al conduct, three counts of third-  tified in 35th District Court authorities have indicated he Clark said during the Novem-
degree CSC and one count of during a hearing in November.  is expected to get less time for  ber court hearing that Orr gave  ddem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
CR' M E WATCH D N A work agency that includ-  indicate Buhnerkemper Schreiner said the latest
ed a stint at Canton-based  was convicted by a jury developments in the case
Cap stolen ' Continued from page A1 Yazaki Corp. of the 1989 rape, along point out the importance
A 14-year-old boy told Canton police he was robbed with other incidents such  of safeguarding DNA evi-
of his Chicago White Sox baseball cap by three other Records indicate that Decades old as the 1990 murder of dence that can now prove
males, one of whom threatened to punch him. a jury convicted Buh- The first Knollwood inci-  a Pontiac woman, Car- much more useful than in
The incident happened just before 6 p.m.Jan.31inthe  nerkemper of one rape dent occurred Aug. 27,1988, ol Birrell, whose nude the past, due to advances
1200 block of Stacy, northeast of Palmer and Haggerty. in Canton, though he when a 36-year-old West- body was found in a Holly in technology.
The alleged victim said three teenage males, one on had beencharged with land woman told police she =~ Township field near I-75. Paul Cates, the Inno-
a bicycle, approached him and demanded his cap. He two sexual assaults that was abducted from a Dear- “The woman had bite cence Project’s commu-
said he took it off and put it under his arm before it authorities at the time said  born shopping mall and marks on her,” then- nications director, didn't
was forcibly taken from him. happened in Knollwood raped in the cemetery. She ~ Michigan State Police speak specifically of Buh-
He described the suspects as three black males in Cemetery, on Ridge south  had been waiting for a bus Detective Sgt. David nerkemper’s case, but he
their teens. He said one wore a Chicago Bulls basket- of Cherry Hill on the town-  but accepted a ride. Haire said at the time. said the organization relies
ball cap and had facial hair and glasses. He said anoth-  ship’s far west side. The second incident on DNA and other evi-
er had a large Afro hairstyle and what was described Described as a drift- occurred Jan. 25, 1989, Same M/O dence when it is believed a
as a white fisherman'’s hat with green lettering. A full-  er, Buhnerkemper was and involved a 37-year- Schreiner said the wom- case should be reviewed.
er description of the third teen wasn't noted. arrested in February old Taylor woman who an whose rape in Canton “We try to let the evi-
y . 1992 at his brother’s told police she was picked led to a conviction also dence speak for itself,”
Home invasion - house in the 7900 block of  up by a man near Tele- had bite marks. he said Tuesday from the
A 44-year-old man who had moved to Illinois report- Koppernick Road in Can-  graph Road in Dearborn Haire has said Buh- organization's nation-
ed someone broke into a home he still owns in Canton ton, following a lengthy Heights when her carran  nerkemper’s victims talk- al headquarters in New
on Whittier, southwest of Saltz and Sheldon. The inci- investigation. out of gas. She said she ed of being bittenandof his  York City.
dent happened sometime prior to 3 p.m. Sunday. Buhnerkemper said was offered aridetoa unusual teeth, prompting According to the Inno-
He had returned to the home to find items missing in court at the time that gas station, but was taken  authorities to get a court cence Project’s website,
such as a shotgun, a stove, a refrigerator, a dishwash- he owned a 1982 Chev- to Knollwood and raped. order to take imprints of 250 people in 34 states
er, a snowblower and computer equipment. rolet Chevette and little Both women eventually  his bite. Haire said the have been exonerated
A police report indicated that authorities had a suspect. else. He also told a judge ~ escaped. marks found on Birrell’s since 1989 due to DNA
he had been fired from Michigan Department back, neck and chest testing. Three of those
Compiled by Darrell Clem from Canton Police Department reports.  his job with a temporary  of Corrections records matched the imprints. have been in Michigan.
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e is Back!

Every Friday

& Saturday

Post Time 7pm

Chances to Win $100K every Friday & Saturday Night

the Best in Simulcast Wagering 7 bays a Week

Check out the New NMenu at the Clubhouse Restaurant!

Call for reservations!

plus! Our Poker Room is Better Than Ever!
Start playing at 10am! Tournaments every night at 7pm.

Poker Room Proceeds Benefit Friends of Madison Heights Youth
#M71797, February 9-12, 2012

FREE Parking & Admission

At the corner of Seven Mile and Sheldon in Northville.

For Clubhouse Dinner Reservations call:

(248) 349-1000

oupon required. Limit one per customer. Not v ralld with any other discounts or offers

Expires on 2/26/12
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Live Racing
Program!
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What once seemed impossible is now within

reach. Our low, fixed-rate mortgages make it

possible to own your home free-and-clear in just

10 or 15 years. Call us today to find out more.

Catholic

@ NMLS# 2582701

EERRTTT

s Apply Today'
Call (734) 432-0212

or visit
Mortgagecenter.com

‘ ‘.‘ 'M—» - '

VANTAGE
FINANCIAL

MORTGAGE
CENTER

For members. For life
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Tax code’s tough to fathom = PCAC sets

spring calendar

By Rick Bloom
Guest Columnist

ver the last few
weeks there have
been lots of stories

about taxes. Whether it is
the occu-
pied Wall
Street
crowd,
Warren
Buffet's
tax rate
vs. his
secretary,
or the
release of
Mitt Rom- Rick Bloom
ney’s tax

returns,

taxes have been in the
news. Unfortunately,
what has become evi-
dent to me is that there is
a total misunderstanding
of our tax laws. There-
fore, I thought it would be
important to review some
of the basics so read-

ers have a better under-
standing. Everyone rec-
ognize that no one, not
even tax experts, under-
stands our tax laws com-
pletely. After all, our tax
laws are tens of thou-
sands of pages long. Let’s
not forget they’re written
by lawyers for lawyers.
Therefore, they are very
difficult and complex

to understand. Howev-

er, there are some basics
that help readers under-
stand some of the con-
versations that are occur-
ring.

Money Matters

Types of income
Much has been said
about the fact that War-
ren Buffett has a low-
er tax rate that his sec-
retary. Although this
may be true, it certain-
ly doesn’'t mean that War-
ren Buffett pays less in
taxes than his secretary.
In fact, I am sure he pays
more in taxes per year
than most people earn in
a lifetime. The confusion
comes in understand-
ing tax rates. For the
great majority of taxpay-
ers, there are two differ-
ent tax rates — ordinary
income and capital gains.
Ordinary income is gen-
erally income from wag-
es. That money is taxed
starting at a 10 percent
bracket and eventually
rises to 35 percent. How-
ever, what makes this a
little more complex is
that we do not pay taxes
on our gross income. For
example, if you earned
$75,000 in wages that
does not mean you pay
ordinary income taxes on
that $75,000. We pay tax-
es based upon our taxable
income, not our gross
income, Taxable income
is income less any deduc-
tions and exemptions.
Thus, if someone's gross
income is $75,000 their
taxable income may only
be $50,000. It is important
to recognize that there

KNOW
THE
SCORE

CHECK OUT
THE NUMBERS
IN TODAY'S

SPORTS
SECTION
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A
NEW £?
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FURN™ eV

FREE ESTIMATES

i
| 734525-1930
Our 36th Year!

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT » LIVONIA

\ Www.unitedtemperatureservices.com

is a distinction between
gross income and taxable
income,

The other major brack-
et — capital gain — is
based upon the taxes paid
on an investment that is
held for at least a year
and then sold with a gain.
Your capital gain rate can
either be zero, five per-
cent or 15 percent. There-
fore, when Warren Buf-
fett talks about having
a lower bracket than his
secretary, he is not telling
you the whole story. He
is comparing his capital
gain bracket to his sec-
retary’s ordinary income
bracket. A fair compar-
ison would be compar-
ing his ordinary brack-
et to her ordinary income
bracket or his capital
gain bracket to her capi-
tal bracket. What he did
was compare his effec-
tive tax rate to her effec-
tive tax rate, which is
something totally differ-
ent.

Effective tax rate
Many times during this
discussion about tax-
es you will hear some-
thing referred to as your
effective tax rate. Basi-
cally, your effective tax
rate is the total taxes you
pay as a percent of your
income. However, like so
much when it comes to
taxes, there are differ-
ent ways to compute it.
First, since the effective
tax rate is the percent
of your income, the first
question is what income
do you use? Do you use
your gross income, which

o,

e

| -

would be the $75,000,
or do you use taxable
income, which would
be the $50,000 from the
example outlined here.
Or do you use what is
considered adjustable
taxable income? The next
question is what taxes do
you use? Do you use just
federal income taxes or
do you include all feder-
al taxes such as the Medi-
care and Social Securi-
ty tax? The.bottom line
is the effective tax rate
can be computed a num-
ber of different ways and
when you hear discus-
sions regarding taxes and
the effective tax rate, you
should keep that in mind.
When taxes are dis-

- cussed you will also hear

the term, marginal tax
rate. Your marginal tax
rate would be the tax-
es that you pay on your

‘last dollar of income.

For example, if some-
one's taxable income (all
ordinary income) was
$400,000 their marginal
tax rate would be 35 per-
cent. That means the last
dollar that they earned
was taxed at 35 percent,
however, that doesn’t
mean that the entire
$400,000 was taxed at 35
percent. After all, our
tax rates are progressive
and, therefore, part of the
$400,000 would also have
been taxed at the lower
brackets.

I suspect that as the
presidential campaign
heats up later this year,
we will hear more and
more discussion about
taxes, tax policies and tax

rates. As far as I'm con-
cerned, it doesn't matter
what side of the debate
you're on. It is more
important that you under-
stand what the conver-
sation is about and that
you don't let anyone pull
the wool over your eyes.
We all know that num-
bers can be manipulated
and politicians are pros
at that.

One last note, dur-
ing this whole discus-
sion it is important to
put things into perspec-
tive. According to the
tax policy center, the fol-

. lowing are the effec-

tive tax rates paid by the
average American based

* upon gross income dnd

federal income taxes.

If your family makes
between $50,000-$75,000,
your effective tax rate is
5.7 percent. It is 7.2 per-
cent for families earn-
ing $75,000-$100,000

and for families earn-
ing over $200,000 it’s 9.9
percent. For those lucky
enough to earn over a $1
million a year, the aver-
age effective rate is 18.9
percent.

My advice for lawmak-
ers is that they shouldn’t
focus on tax rates and tax
brackets but rather what
would make things better
for all of us — tax simpli-
fication. Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. Observer &
Eccentric readers can submit
guestions at moneymatters@
hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit his website
at www . bloomassetmanage-

The Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council
announced its new line
up of art programs for
the spring/winter. All
classes are held at the
PCAC, 774 N. Sheldon
Road, Plymouth, MI
unless otherwise spec-
ified.

* Spring Break Cre-
ative Arts Camp begins
Tuesday, April 10 to
Friday, April 13 for
ages 6-12. Class runs
from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
Cost is $65 for Mem-
ber, $75 Non Mem-
ber. Painting, print-
ing, drawing, ceram-
ics, weaving, theater
games, and more.

* Returning are
the ever-popular Pre
School art programs
with instructor Lisa
Howard. You and Me
Together is an explor-
ative art class for 2-
1/2 to 4 year olds
together with a par-
ent or caregiver, and
will be offered for five
week sessions start-
ing Wednesday, Feb.
29, Littlest Artist Stu-
dio, offered Tuesday
mornings, is intended
for 4-5 year olds who
can work independent-
ly. Emphasis is on cre-
ative expression and
experimenting with
new materials and
techniques. Five week
sessions of Littlest Art-
ist Studio begin Tues-
day, Feb. 28. Cost of
either program is $80

per five week session
($6S for PCAC mem-
bers).

* New this spring are
some specialized class-
es including Abstract
Painting Classes and
Violin Lessons.

Abstract Painting
Classes begin March
S through May 14, and
run 10 sessions. The
class is designed for
ages 15 and older, all
skill levels are wel-
comed.

» Violin Lessons
begin Fridays, March
2 through May 4, eight
sessions. Classes meet
In the PCAC Arts-
co House 5:45-6:15
p.m. Cost is $86 mem-
bership cost $96 non
member cost $7 book
fee. You may bring
your own instrument,
or rent one. RENT-

AL INFO: $45 for 2-
months rental, includ-
ing a violin with bow
and case, and music
stand.

» Continuing this sea-
son are Drop-In Class-
es, including Pam
Grossmann’s Drop-In
Drawing & Painting
and Jeff Burda’s Drop
in Pottery classes.

For more informa-
tion or to register for
any of these programs
visit the PCAC website:
www.plymoutharts.
com, stop in the PCAC
at 774 N. Sheldon Road,
Plymouth, or call (734)
4164278.

Turning 652
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Medicare
Solutions

Learn about your Medicare options at one of HAP’s free workshops.

If you’re turning 65 or looking for a different Medicare
option, there are a lot of choices. This is an important
decision and HAP would like to simplify your search.
To learn about Medicare Supplement, Medicare Rx,
Medicare PPO, HMO or HMO-POS plans, we invite you
_to attend one of our free workshops.

Livonia
2/15
3/6

To register for a free HAP workshop, call toll-free at

(800) 449-1515 or TTY/TDD (800) 649-3777

Or go online today at www.hap.org/medicare

A sales person will be present with information and applications.

This year, Medicare has awarded HAP the highest
Medicare HMO Star Rating in Michigan* - again!
Find out why members have been so satisfied.

For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 800-449-1515 or TTY/TDD 800-649-3777,
Workshops discuss plans for Medicare-eligible individuals who purchase their own healthcare coverage.

‘ *Based on Medicare’s 2011 and 2012 Overall Plan Star Ratings. See full results at www.medicare.gov. Plan Star Ratings are assessed

Rx (pdp) is a stand-alone Prescription Drug Plan with a Medicare contract

Y0076_ALL 596R 2012 T65 Event Ad File & Use 01222012

each year and may change from one year to the next. Health Alliance Plan is a health plan with a Medicare contract. Alliance Medicare
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http://www.hap.org/medicare
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Magical Night benefits Gleaners

Former Plymouth-Canton school board member Nancy

Eggenberger picks up her Lucky Stars prize from Jerry
Grady and state Rep. Dian Slavens.

Despite it being one of
the few blustery, snowy
nights so far this winter,
guests and sponsors cel-
ebrated to a retro Holly-
wood theme at the Can-
ton Community Founda-
tion’s fourth annual Magi-
cal Night of the Stars Jan.
29 at the Emagine Theater
in Canton.

“What makes this eve-
ning extra special is that
we are here to benefit and
support Gleaners Com-
murity Food Bank,"” said
Jerry Grady, chair of the
CCF board of directors.
“The importance of Glean-
ers and what it has done
to help families in south-
eastern Michigan is unbe-
lievable. We are especial-
ly thankful for Gleaners'
strong commitment to
Canton.”

Steve and Jackie Darr,
who operate the Open
Door Ministry Food Pantry

on Lilley Road, received
around of applause for
their work in helping feed
the area’s hungry. Glean-
ers' delivers an equivalent
of 85,000 meals through-
out southeastern Michigan
through its partner agen-
cies, such as Open Door.,
“Our relationship with
Gleaners is a testament to
the partnerships the foun-
dation is able to create and
cultivate for the good of
the community,” Grady
said. The board chair high-
lighted CCF's accom-
plishments in 2011, which
included working with
nonprofit agencies through
programs such as the edu-
cational Lunch & Learn,
planned giving programs
and a new newsletter in
which charitable organiza-
tions can share news with
others. ‘
Guests were treated to a
cocktail reception, stroll-

Canton Community Foundation Board of Directors Chairman Jerry Grady (right) talks with new board mémber Brian

Geer and his wife, Tamara.

Steve and Jackie Darr, who operate the Open Door Minis+
try Food Bank in Canton, receive a round of applause for
their work.

ing dinner, dessertand a ning with the $500 cash

chance to win prizes atthe  prize in the S0/50 raffle

Lucky Stars game. with her choice of legend-
Olivia Scott won the eve-  ary star John Wayne. But

Call 734-464-3251
for an appointment

World class cardiologists —
just avround the corvner.

The physicians and staff at Advanced Cardiovascular Health Specialists, P.C. provide
comprehensive care in a state-of-the-art medical environment. Robert Grodman, DO,
Salwan Anton, DO and Raymond Gadowski, DO are board-certified cardiologists and

are on staff at Providence Hospital. They are passionate about heart health and offer
prevention techniques, diagnostic services, treatment and rehabilitative services for
patients with adult cardiovascular disease. It's good to know that the physicians and staff
at Advanced Cardiovascular Health Specialists, P.C. provide exceptional heart care that you
can trust. For an appointment, call 734-464-3251.

N

SUOHN

PROVIDENCE PROVIDENC

HEALTH SYSTEM®

A PASSION for HEALING

Advanced Cardiovascular Health Specialists, P.C.
37799 Professional Center Drive, Suite 105
Livonia, Ml 48154

734-464-3251

Sponsors and prize
donors for the event
included: Schuler Co. Inc.,
Ashley Capital; Rehmann;
Jack

Demmer Automotive
Group; Community Finan-
cial Credit Union; Fau-
sone Bohn LLP; UHY, LLP;
Grid4

Communications; WCA
Assessing; Laurel Man-
or; Paul and Nancy Hill-
egonds; Kennedy Niemier

Insurance Agency; Mel-

CCF Board chair Jerry Grady
with Suzette Hohendorf,
development coordinator
at Gleaners Community

Food Bank. anie and Doug Burzyn-

ski; Cleaning Authority;
Dawn LaRiche of Lou LaR- LaSharm; Indigo Salon;
iche Chevrolet pulled the Papa John's Pizza; Emag-
card for irony when she ine Theater; Trader Joe's;
won the Jack Demmer Holiday Market; Sweet
Ford “The Works” package Bikes; Canton Leisure Ser-
for her choice of Barbra vices; Keller Stein and
Streisand. Starbucks.

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY
MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O

Board Certified Dermatologist
" S in Diseases
the Skin, Hair & Nails
Invites you to visit and receive
- the care you deserve.
» Skin Cancer * Eczema
* Moles » Warts
* Psoriasis ¢ Hair Loss
*Acne  Botox *Much More
Accepting New Patients » All Ages
Call for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evening appts. available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,

Suite 150, Novi, Michigan 48377

greatlakesderm@yahoo.com

OEDETEICTY

Save $2 when you
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to
satisfy lien of the owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on Monday, February 20th, 2012 at 9:30
A.M. at the Extra Space Storage facility located at:

6729 N. Canton Center Rd.
Canton, Michigan 48187
(734) 459-4821 4

The personal goods stored therein by the following may
include, but are not limited to general household,
furniture, boxes, clothes, and appliances.

B030 Matari Cooper
B055 Zahid Butt
C103 Umeka Burton
J3567 Helen Powers

Purchases must be made with cash only and paid at the
time of sale. All goods are sold as is and must be
removed at the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage
reserves the right to bid. Sale is subject to
adjournment

Publish: February 2,2012 ONOSTE0020 Zx4
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Senior troupe takes Biltmore stage

The Spotlight Still Got It sion are faced with a dimin- essence of it's character.” Carol Lipinski of
Players navigate new liter- ishing clientele, increased Performance dates are Plymouth (left)
ary territory as they present  competition for their niche noon March 1; 7 p.m. March and Marian Busa
“The Oldest Profession” by market, and aching joints. 2: 2 and 7 p.m. March 3; and of Canton (right)
Paula Vogel. With wit, compassion, and 2 p.m. March 4. The cast star with Lana Col-

Organizers call the play humor, they struggle to find includes Carol Lipinski of lins of Northville
funny, heartwarming, and and learn new tricks as they  Plymouth as Ursula and in the Still Got It
“yes, a bit shocking,” warn- fight to stay in the Life. Marian Busa of Canton as Players production
ing the play carries an “R"” “I read this play about a Edna. of “The Oldest
rating and is “‘not for the lit- year ago and felt passion- Tickets are $11 to $15 and Profession.”
tle ones.” It will be present- ately that I needed to tell are available by phone at the .
ed in the Biltmore Studio at the story of these wonder- Village Theater Box Office
the Village Theater at Cher- ful women,” director Debbie  at (734) 394-5460 or online at
ry Hill. Lannen said. “Rarely doyou  www.canton-mi.org/villag-

In the play, five aging prac-  find a piece that is so well etheater or www.spotlight-

titioners of the oldest profes- written and captures the, playersmi.org.

Check out these local businesses offering great values
and ready to serve you...ENJOY!
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This Is Where
It’s At In Our
Neighborhood!

Portions, Prices & Servlce

Nelyhborhood :
“The Love List”
Directed by:

Lynn Lammers

Jan. 19- Feb. 19, 2012

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 4-10 pm, Frl.-Sat. 4-11 pm,
Sun. Open at 12:30 pm

Starting in February,
S ! i) we will be closed on Mondays
S —# A
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Valentines Day Special ”
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: | Medium Drink & Chips | | Chicken Marsa bmdmr'w“l
With Coupon. | Mashed Potatoes &\lagetables
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6047 NORTH WAYNE ROAD - WESTLAND l— e go—miiwﬁaﬂbc—m]wniEi’:i )2 m&vw‘ﬁ Feb. 14th) Dmu mMCSfTVO\n :

Valid for Valentines Day only (Tues.,

NOW OPEN UNTIL TOPM
EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY Open Mon - Sat 10-9 Sun 11-9

. 3 www.gabrielscheesesteaks.com
www.mrmikesgrill.com

734-722-4224
734-729-6453 1919 Wayne Road * Just South of Ford * Westland 734,

Don’t be left behind...Call 734-582-8363 today to learn
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more about advertising in OUT ON THE TOWN!
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- PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Mark Williams and his 6-year-old daughter, Lexie, and Michael Hamernik and 4-year-old daughter Gabby, get their boogie on.

Steppin’ out with dad!

en City of
Plymouth rec-
reation offi-

cials noticed there really
weren't any offerings for
fathers and their daugh-
ters in the local communi-
ty, they decided to try one
on for size.

Judging by the
response, they're likely to
do it again.

Some 130 dancers
turned out for the inau-
gural “Daddy/Daughter
Dance.” The young ladies
each received a pair of
sunglasses, and refresh-
ments were served.

“We noticed there
wasn't anything like
it currently offered in
Plymouth,” said Lau-
ren Misuraca, assistant
director for recreation.
“We thought it would be a
good fit.”

Apparently, the com-
munity agreed. The sell-
out crowd filled the Plym-
outh Cultural Center’s
large reception room.

“It's definitely some-
thing we'll do again,” Mis-

uraca said. % i — v 3
| 4 : 'A . n

John Buzuvis and 2-year-old daughter Meghan enjoy the festivities.

Photogfapher Dan Swint makes a portrait of dad Brad Gal-
lant and 3-year-old daughter Kate.
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It's time to get down with the daddies and daughters at Plymouth’s

Brent

Ruffner and

daughter ‘ Rick
Katie, 7 years ' Moreno dsuahter
old. Daugh- ‘ and 3-year- I bgl

ters Kelsey old Macy ‘ah ‘f"' A
and Karly are p dance to e )
sitting out : the DJ's ﬁa:ho 4
this dance. < tunes. wide

Adam
Vincens and
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(313) 222-8899
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CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS

RealBarBQ, which opens Monday, Feb. 13, at 42452 Ford Road in Canton, will feature
spedialties such as ribs and chicken, as well as sandwiches and salads. The restaurant will
also donate $1 for every sale of a ‘Booster Sandwich’ to Plymouth-Canton high school

athletic programs.

BarBQ benefit

RealBarBQ, the fastest-growing Mich-
igan-owned group of barbecue restau-
rants, opens its doors Monday, Feb. 13,
featuring RealBarBQ specialties such
as ribs and chicken, as well as sand-
wiches and salads.

With restaurants already located in
Lincoln Park and Detroit, RealBarBQ
officials said they're “excited” to open
the doors in Canton. To show apprecia-
tion for the welcome mat already being
put out by residents.and businesses,
RealBarBQ is supporting local schools
by donating money to Plymouth-Can-
ton high schools every time a “Booster
Sandwich” is purchased.

The sandwich, which features pulled
pork, pulled chicken, cheese, bacon, let-
tuce and tomato, will not only satisfy the
diner’s appetite, but will help support
local high school athletics. For every
sandwich sold, $1 will be donated to ath-
letic programs.

RealBarBQ hours will be 11 a.m. to
midnight each of the week, with break-
fast hours Saturdays and Sundays from
9 a.m. to noon. The restaurant also fea-
tures a full bar, with a happy hour daily
from 3-7 p.m.

RealBarBQ of Canton is located at
42452 Ford Road (at the northwest cor-
ner of Ford and Lilley).

Entrepreneur week

Mark Carrigan of AlphaGraphics of
Canton knows how important it is to
encourage entrepreneurship in busi-
ness - on both the local and national lev-
el. That’s why the local business center
is shining a spotlight on National

Entrepreneurship Week, Feb. 18-25, a
celebration of entrepreneurs in Amer-
ica and the educational opportunities
available to prepare tomorrow’s busi-
ness leaders.

“At AlphaGraphics of Canton we
understand how to support local small
businesses because we ARE a small
business,” said Carrigan. “All Alpha-
Graphics business centers are local-
ly owned and operated, and that gives
us an insider’s understanding of what
small businesses need to get on their

IT'S YOUR BUSINESS Q&A

feet and prosper.”

This year, National Entrepreneur-
ship Week will focus on “Entrepreneur-
ial Literacy"” by encouraging students,
parents, educators, business people and
government officials to understand the
basics of how a business is created and
managed. Carrigan said this emphasis
on educating up-and-coming business
leaders is critical, especially in today’s
economic environment.

AlphaGraphics believes that small
businesses will continue to be instru-
mental in helping the economy recov-
er by providing much needed job oppor-
tunities.

AlphaGraphics of Canton offers com-
prehensive business and marketing
solutions, including full-service digital,
offset and large format printing; design
services; mailing and one-to-one mar-
keting services; promotional products
and digital archiving.

For more information about Alpha-
Graphics of Canton, please contact
Mark Carrigan at (734) 455-6550 or
mcarrigan@alphagraphics.com.

Conference speaker

Dan Saban, CTO of Danotek Motion
Technologies, will be in the lineup of
speakers at “Magnetics 2012,” a forum
on magnetic applications, technolo-
gies and materials set for March 13-14
in Orlando, Fla. This two-day confer-
ence is a leading global event focused
on the latest economic developments
and technical advancements in mag-
netics markets and technologies bring-
ing together worldwide magnetics
experts.

Danotek is a developer and manufac-
turer of highly efficient and reliable
permanent magnet rotating equipment
for the global wind energy, distribut-
ed generation, and electric vehicle mar-
kets.

Saban will be giving a presentation
titled, “Cost Effective Drivetrains for
Multi-Megawatt Wind Turbines with
Medium-Speed Permanent Magnet Gen-
erators,” offering attendees an under-
standing of the drive-train system
design trade-offs for a lowest cost of
energy wind power generation system.

Health club offers 24/7 fitness

Observer: Tell us about your
business, including the types
of services and/or products you
feature?

Snap Fitness: Open
24/7, clean, comfort-
able and friendly health
club, no crowds, lines
or waiting, with pro-
fessional training and
nutrition planning avail-
able.

Observer: How did you first
decide to open your business?
Snap Fitness: It was a
great opportunity to offer
convenience and person-
al wellness to our com-

munity.

Observer: Why did you
choose Canton?

Snap Fitness: It's our
hometown.

Observer: What makes your
business unique?

Snap Fitness-Canton, located at 4011 S. Canton Center, is
open 24/7 and offers professional training and nutrition
planning available.

Snap Fitness: Person- SNAP FITNESS
f; slrepigﬁll;tol:hggl?:cdiii- Business name and address: Snap Fitness-Canton,
t);available 24/7 and free 4011 S. Canton Center, Canton
Your name: Bob and Natalie Thomas, owners
personal assessment. e .
Observer: How has it Nu of employees: 3
changed since you opened? Business opened: New owner took over January 2012
Snap Fitness: Expand- Hours of operation: 24 hours a day, seven days a week
ed personal training and Your business specialty: Health, wellness and fitness.
equipment. Phone and website: (734) 398-7627; www.snapfitness.
Observer: How has the com/cantonmi
recent economy affected your
business? to invest more in health the future of your business?
Snap Flmess:.Economic and wellness. Snap Fitness: Outdoor
recovery allowing many Observer: What's in store for  group training..

w ’hn*.ammi'ﬂwn‘u&%a L. o o

AR BT

CANTON CHAMBER CHAT

February
luncheon

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce hosts its Feb-
ruary luncheon Wednes-
day, Feb. 29, at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill.

A buffet lunch will
be served beginning at
11:30 a.m., followed by
Phil LaJoy’s “State of
the Township” presen-
tation in the main the-
ater. The cost for the lun-
cheon is $25 (advance
registration), $30 (at the
door) $30 (non-members)
and includes a full buf-
fet lunch, beverages and
dessert. This luncheon is
open to the public.

“The Chamber is hap-
py to host the ‘State of the
Township’ luncheon with
guest speaker Phil LaJoy,
our township supervisor,”
said Dianne Cojei, Presi-
dent, Canton Chamber of
Commerce. “Mr. LaJoy
will discuss Canton’s
goals for 2012 as well as
what’s happening in the
Township.”

February's luncheon
is hosted by the Can-
ton Chamber of Com-
merce and is sponsored
by Xuereb Snow PC and
Oakwood Healthcare Sys-
tems. Seating is limit-
ed and reservations are
required.

To make a reservation,
contact the Canton Cham-
ber of Commerce at (734)
453-4040. Deadline for
reservations is Friday,

STATE
LICENSED

Full Assistance with 35 T‘ \
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene
in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, :
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents ’
* Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates sy
« 24 Hour Professional Staffing ?
» Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free ' C ryS ta[ Cfee&
* 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day
» On-Call Nurse Practitioner
» Medication Management
» Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

» Beauty & Barber Shop

Canton Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy will give his

State of the Township address at the Canton Chamber of
Commerce’s February luncheon Wednesday, Feb. 29, at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill.

Feb. 24.

Dinner auction

The Canton Chamber
Annual Dinner Auction
takes place 7 p.m. Satur-
day, April 28, at Burton
Manor in Livonia. This
year’s theme is “Made in
Michigan.” The décor will
include Detroit’s sports
teams, Motown, Casi-
nos and everything in-
between.

Chamber officials called
the auction a “fun night for
socializing and network-
ing with key businesses
and community leaders in
a social setting.”

Tickets for the Auction
are $75 per person, which
includes entrance to the
event, dinner, premium
bar, raffles, live & silent
Auction, DJ and enter-

%dge 1e% ﬁoﬂ@ are the .qfen:
L — —

tainment.

Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available at var-
ious levels and include
event tickets and spon-
sorship recognition, along
with a prize purchased in
the business name (spon-
sorship form is available
on the chamber website;
go to forms & flyers).

The prize committee
is looking for donations
such as gift certificates,
appliances, electronics,
patio furnishings, jewel-
ry, video equipment, gift
baskets, travel vouchers,
restaurant certificates,
event tickets and sports
equipment, for raffles
and the live auction.

For more information

.on please contact the

Chamber office at (734)
453-4040.

est things we provide

Assisted Living

8121 Lilley Road
Canton, Michigan 48187

(Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

» Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

Dr. Karissa Jagacki,
Audiologist

We're Committed to Fitting ‘
Better Hearing into Your Lifestyle!

Kim Carnicom,
Audiologist

Doctors and ENTs trust us, we hope you will too.

Offering our patients Peace of Mind Protection for THREE YEARS:
« Three years repair warranty
+ Three years loss & damage protection
« Three years free batteries

Im Personalized Hearing Care, Inc

“Call now to schedule your

Visit our website: »

3

ww.personali

\‘v Audiology and Hearing Aids

SOUTH LYON: 248-437-5505
321 Pettibone Street, Suite 105

WESTLAND: 734-467-5100
35337 West Warren Road

appointment”

Check us out on the Web every

day at hometownlife.com
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http://www.snapfitness
mailto:mcarrigan@alphagraphics.com
http://www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com
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Get involved

What do you think of the mild winter we’ve been
having?
We asked this question Monday at the Canton Public Lnbrary

Now’s the time to
take part in process

It looks like there's going to be a race in
Canton Township this year, and the time
for residents considering a run for the
township board to make that decision is
Nnow.

With a May 1S5 filing deadline approach-
ing, only three people outside the current
trustees have picked up petition packets
for a potential run. Incumbent Trustee
Pat Williams is the only candidate to have
filed already, and former Canton Township
Supervisor Tom Yack is considering it.
Five other members of the current board
— Supervisor Phil LaJoy, Clerk Terry
Bennett, Treasurer Melissa McLaughlin
and trustees John Anthony and Greg
Demopoulos — are also reportedly collect-
ing signatures. Demopoulos is finishing the
term of former Trustee Todd Caccamo.

There will definitely be at least one
new member of the board. Dr. Syed Taj
has decided not to seek re-election to the
Canton Township board, instead deciding
to seek the Democratic nomination for U.S.
Congress.

We hope more people will take an inter-
est. That's certainly not an indictment of
the current board, which seems to enjoy a
strong approval rating.

But competition is healthy, and a larger
candidate pool gives Canton a chance to
grab its best and brightest. The more peo-
ple who get involved, the better the chance
of developing a board with divergent opin-
ions and thought processes.

This is the chance for anyone who has
stood in their living rooms and said, “Why

*is the board doing that?” to be part of the
discussion and part of the solution. The
township has issues — of budgets and
roads, growth and development — and
could use all the help it can get solving
them.

While conceding “all that's needed for
evil to triumph is for good (people) to do
nothing” is a bit melodramatic, we still
urge good people to do something.

And you've got until May 15 to decide to
do it.

W-W’s sinking fund
deserves ‘yes’ vote

The Wayne-Westland Community Schools
has worked hard over the past decade to earn
the trust of residents when it comes to tax
issues.

In 1998, the district won approval of a $108
million bond issue to repair and renovate the
schools. But the list was more than what could
be covered by the bond issue. As a result, the
district in 2003 asked voters for a 10-year 1-
mill sinking fund tax, that allowed it to address
those six pages of repairs.

The voters approved the request, and the last
levy of that tax will come on this summer’s tax
bill. As a prelude to its expiration, school offi-
cials are asking district residents to approve a
0.99222-mill renewal on the Feb. 28 presiden-
tial primary ballot. If approved the money
would be utilized for the repair and replace-
ment of Wayne-Westland's current educational
infrastructure and protect taxpayers’ invest-
ment in the students, schools and community.

The tax renewal would raise an estimated
$1.93 million a year. The money raised could
only be used for what is stated in the ballot
language, basically building repairs and main-
tenance.

The district will use the money to focus on
.major repairs. Boilers, roofs, chillers and cool-
ing towers, exterior soffits and canopies, exte-
rior doors and windows, elementary Kitch-
en remodeling and expansions, parking lot
upgrades and expansions and bathroom reno-
vations are on the list.

Canton residents who live in the W-W school
district need to remember that this is not a new
tax request, it’s a 10-year renewal. It will not
increase the amount of taxes they currently

y. For the homeowner with a taxable value of
520,000, considered average in the district, it
would cost $39.69 annually.

We recommend a YES on the 0.99222-mill

sinking fund renewal Feb. 28. It is an invest-

ment in the students, the schools and the com-
munity, an investment that has helped the dis-
trict meet the challenges of education in the
21st century.

“It's awesome.”

“ Iov it. could be like

Thank you for a thoughtful and
well-written editorial on the cur-
rent book “debate” in our com-
munity (“Politics moves front-and-
center in book debate,” Observer,
Jan. 29).

And a hope you do not receive
any virile or stinky mail — e or
snail variety. But then, if you do,
you know you have done well -
in the accuracy and relevance of

your observations.
Barbara Moroski-Browne
Northville
Thank you

| am writing to thank you for
your column on Sunday, Jan. 29
(“Politics moves front-and-center
in book debate).

I worry about what is happening
in our community, and | appreci-
ate your article — especially the
part about this issue not being
about the children!

Keep up the good work!

Becky Hurst
Plymouth

Keep it in context

Thank you for this opinion piece
(“Politics moves front-and-center
in book debate,” Jan. 29) and
informing the community of just
who is behind this craziness that
is preventing the school board
and administration from moving
on with more important work.

There are many odd and crazy
things about this whole protest
of AP English curriculum books,

We welcome your Letter to
the Editor. Please include
your name, address and
phone number for verifica-
tion. We may edit for clarity,
space and content. Submit
letters by the following for-
mats:

Web: www.hometownlife.com
Mail: Letters to the Editor, Can-
ton Observer, 615 W. Lafayette,
Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226
Fax: (313) 223-3318

E-mail: bkadrich@hometownlife.
com.

Blog: You may also let your
opinions be heard with your own
blog at hometownlife.com.
Deadline: Letters should be -
received by 9 a.m. Monday to be
published in the Thursday edi-
tion.

which have been part of the
program since my son took AP
English in 2003-04. One issue
that | have not seen addressed
in all of the news articles and

. discussion is the fact that the

people criticizing the books,
including the superintendent of
the district, are taking excerpts
from the books in question with-
out including them in context.

In order to put those passages
in context, one must read the
entire book. The superintendent
openly admitted that he had not
read the whole book, just the
“dirty bits” pointed out to him.
And he professes to be a former
teacher of literature? That's why

“What's not to like?" “I'm in favor of it. It
Linda Evanoff Kalin Turri makes things a lot nicer  this every day.”
Canton Canton to be living in Michigan."” Dennis Urick
Pat Sankpal Canton
Canton
LETTERS
Thoughtful opinion WHAT DO YOU THINK? it's AP English and not AP Cliff-

sNotes. Now that’s what | call
dumbing down of education.
As a taxpayer and resident
of the school district, I lay this
huge unplanned expense of
time, resources, and energy at
all levels of the school district
at Jeremy Hughes’ feet for his
original reflexive reaction back
in December. And | certainly
find it ironic that members of
the Tea Party (who so adamantly
oppose taxes and government
waste) are perpetuating such
waste. We will likely see more
such antics as the superinten-
dent’s action has allowed these
groups to feel empowered.
In some ways the expense
can be considered waste, but
it is my sincerest hope that the
high school students and more
balanced members of the com-
munity are paying attention and
learning about the importance
of participation in keeping their
rights.
| would like to give my best
wishes and encouragement to
all of the AP English students
who are diligently reading,
studying, and discussing litera-
ture in order to prepare for the
National AP exams which are
less than three months away.
My hope- is that they are not
distracted by the antics of this
small group of anti-intellectu-
als.
Valerie Musselman
Plymouth

OBSERVER

A GANNETT COMPANY

Brad Kadrich, Grace Perry,
Community Editor Director of
Susan Rosiek, Advertising
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GUEST COLUMN

Concerned parents face double standard

By Tony Lollio

Guest Columnist

Barbara and Matt
‘Dame decided to voice
their opinion about the

' books Beloved and Waterland in the

AP English curriculum on the PCCS
camipus, they did so as citizens and
concerned parents of a student cur-
rently enrolled in the class.

It should stand to reason, then,
that their opinion would be treat-
ed with the sort of
| respect that should
be the foundation
| of asociety valu-

ing the freedoms of
speech and press.
What happened
to the Dames was
something entire-
ly different. A
campaign of spo-
ken and written hyperbole about
“banning” and “book burning” has
turned our quiet town into another'
political battleground.

Publications and blog sites as far
away as New York have decided not
to report both sides of this debate,
but have instead launched person-
al and hurtful attacks against the
Dames, and anyone else who may
hold a similar view about question-
able material in the district’s curric-
ulum.

The question begs to be answered:
Who brought politics into an issue
that started between a school dis-
trict and a group of concerned par-
ents? Should a person's political or
religious views be called into ques-
tion when voicing their concern to
a school district in which that per-
son lives, and where their chil-

Tony Lollio

dren attend school? If the answer to
this question is no, then it certainly
wasn't the Dames who brought poli-
tics into this issue.

Sharon Lollio came under fire
for simply reading one of the ques-
tionable paragraphs from Beloved
in front of the school board, draw-
ing the gavel from Vice President
Adrienne Davis. Davis reprimand-
ed Lollio for using questionable
language, compelling Lollio to ask
why language and content deemed
acceptable for the district’s stu-
dents couldn’t be read out loud in

front of the board members.

The “stunt,” as some have called
it, drew raucous applause from
some in the meeting who had come
to support the Dames. Much has
been made, even in this publica-
tion, about Lollio's political affilia-
tions, as one of the founding mem-
bers of “Rattle With Us,” a Tea Par-
ty group based here in Plymouth.
What seems to have been left out is
the fact that Sharon Lollio also lives
in, and has a grandchild, in the dis-
trict. So the question again is this:
Should a person’s religious or polit-
ical views be called into question
when voicing concern to a school
district in which that person lives,
and where their children attend
school? If the answer to the ques-
tion is no, then it wasn't Sharon Lol-
lio who brought politics into the
issue.

My purpose is not to try and con-
vince anyone to take a particu-
lar side on this issue, but rather to
point out a few inconsistencies in
the way the matter has been treat-
ed. There seems to always be a
double standard when it comes to
how we deal with censorship in

our schools. Literature with ques-
tionable, often offensive material

is included in curriculum because
of its cultural relevance or histori-
cal value, while the Bible, arguably
the most culturally relevant work in
Western civilization, is off the table
as-a teaching tool.

If this issue was about an AP Eng-
lish teacher assigning readings
from the New Testament, would
everyone file into the same side of
the boardroom as they did on Mon-
day night? Would the ACLU and the
usual list of bloggers still talk about
censorship and book burning?

Teachers are discouraged from

. displaying devotional material and

talking about faith in order to pre-
serve unity in the classroom, so stu-
dents with different belief systems
are not marginalized and made

uncomfortable; yet a student who

felt uncomfortable with the materi-

_ alin Beloved was marginalized and

separated from her peers because
of her beliefs, sent to the cafete-
ria while her classmates continued
without her.

Barbara and Matt Dame’s daugh-
ter is the victim of a double stan-
dard. If we are going to insist that
our classrooms be religiously neu-
tral and all-inclusive, we'd better
be consistent. We owe it to our kids.
A dangerous precedent is set in a
free-thinking society when con-
cerned parents, regardless of their
political or religious beliefs, are
made fodder for local journalists
and propagandist bloggers. It was
these, not the Dames or Sharon Lol-
lio, who brought politics into this
issue.

Tony Lollio is a Plymouth resident.
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BENSON

DIAMOND JEWELERS

Located inside Westland Mall
Next to Kohl’s ¢« 734.525.4100
www.bensondiamondjewelers.com

U.S. Pat. No. 7,007,507 s © 2011 Pandora Jewelry, LLC » Alf rights reserved « PANDORA.NET

Find us on
Facebook

PANDORA®

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS

Free Gift With Purchase
February 1*'-14™

Receive a PANDORA heart jewelry
box (a $40 US retail value) with your
PANDORA purchase of $150 or more.*

*Good while supplies last, limit one per customer.
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before 1921 wanted.
Top Dollar, Paid for all rare
coins!
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The Price of Gold is
at an all tinne high!?

Bring it in! We buy Gold, Silver,
Diamonds, and Platinum
EVEN BROKEN or DAMAGED ITEMS ARE ACCEPTED

Don’t be misled

by mailing your gold to people not knowing what
they will pay you for it.

Bring it to us for a free estimate and then
decide if you're ready to sell.

WE GUARANTEE TO
PAY MORE THAN ANYONE!?

Benson
Diarmond Jewelers

30 Years in Business
Located In the Westland Mall Kohl’s Corridor

734-525-4100

Open 7 Days a Week
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Wines of Michigan Paired with
Culinary Creations by
Executive Chef Reva Constantine

Call Pam or Kim for reservations

Caesar Pasta §
Salad

Save $1.00 lb. yor
Get Heart Healthy & Stop by Joes and plck up your o e, =
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Roll model

Bowler, 62, cashes 1in
with 1st tourney win

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Bowling is in Rick
Capaldi’s blood.

His father, grandfather
and uncles built Westland
Bowl in the early 1960s
when he was a teenager
attending Redford Union.

“I was 14 years old,
that’s when I and where I
actually started bowling,”
said the Canton resident,
now 62. “My grandfather,
my father (the late Hen-
ry) and his brothers they
built that place. I'd bowl a
lot of games, practice and
go after school, especial-
ly after I got my driver’s
license.”

Other than a 20-year
respite from competitive
bowling to raise his own
family and raise his own
bowling alley (Oak Lanes
on Middlebelt in West-
land), the sport has been
an integral part of his
adult life, too.

And on Jan. 29, Capaldi
defeated a bowler half his
age to capture the Met-
ro Detroit USBC Associa-
tion Masters Tournament
at Century Bowl in Water-
ford Township. His match
score of 734 eclipsed
the 691 tallied by Grand
Blanc’s Corey Miller.
Earlier that day, he rolled
a 300 game and 815 series
against Joseph Krajenke
and defeated Miller 773-
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Who: Rick Capaldi, 62,
Canton resident and
owner of Westland’s Oak
Lanes.

What: He captured the
Metro Detroit USBC
Association Masters
Bowling Tournament on
Jan. 29 with a 734-691
match win over Corey
Miller at Century Bow!
in Waterford Township.
Capaldi averaged 231.1
for the entire tourna-
ment (which began Jan.
21) and 233.7 in match
play. He topped a field
of 32 players of all ages.
Prize: Capaldi, who
graduated from Redford
Union, won a $4,000
check. Co-sponsoring the
tournament were Turbo
2-N-1 Grips, Red Robin
Restaurants of Michigan
and Ansara’s Big Boy
Restaurants.

Family: His wife is Pam.
They have four adult
children (Christy, Rico,
Kelly and Matt) and
seven grandchildren.

759 en route to the final
match.

After Miller bested him
659-635, that forced a

Please see CAPALDI, B3
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Bowling’s been a big part of Canton resident Rick Capaldi’s life since he was a youngster.
Capaldi, shown this week at Oak Lanes in Westland (which he owns), won his first-ever

tournament on Jan. 29.

Salem
nears
crown

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Salem needs one
more victory to clinch
at least a share of the
KLAA Central varsity
boys basketball title.

That’s
BOYS thanks to

HOOPS Tuesday'’s

62-51 victo-
ry at Novi, lifting the
Rocks’ record to 13-2
overall and 7-2 in the
division.

As of Tuesday night,
Salem moved ahead
of Northville pend-
ing late results from
the Mustangs game
against South Lyon.

If Northville lost, the
Rocks can win the title
outright with a win in
the 7 p.m. Friday con-
test against the Lions.

“We led wire to
wire,” Salem head
coach Bob Brodie said,
noting that the Rocks
closed out the win with
efficiency from the
charity stripe.

“We knocked down
free throws (13-22 in
the game) to close it
out,” he said. “It was a
good win for us.”

Scoring 17 points for
Salem was Chris Dier-

Please see HOOPS, B3

JOHN KEMSKI

The picture of confidence is Canton’s Ayana Lewis, who
was a standout at Saturday’s Canton Invitational.

Close to the ‘Ledge’

Invite stats, B3 CANTON
INVITATIONAL
By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer scare Grand Ledge into
: doing something because
Canton gymnastics nobody’s been close to
coach John Cunningham them.
always knew he had a “They’ve been four, five
pretty special team this points ahead of all the oth-
season — one that could er teams. And now final-
make some noise at the ly we're a situation where
state meet. we're within a point of
But after Saturday’s them.”
strong, second-place per- With a dozen or so elite
formance at the Canton teams among the field of
Invitational, the athletes 20, the invite again gave
themselves are realiz- Cunningham and his team
ing just how strong their a gauge as to what it has
team is. the potential to achieve.
Canton scored 145.825 “If the kids had' any
points, less than one point  question about how good
behind perennial pow- they are, they should
erhouse Grand Ledge understand now that they
(146.8). really belong in the elite,”
“We proved, or at least he said.
they proved to them- The Chiefs finished
selves, that they can ahead of Farming-
actually win,” Cunning- ton (143.725), Troy Ath-
ham said. “I'm talking ens (143.250) and Howell
about the state champion-  (140.450) in the top five.
ship, as long as we didn’t Salem placed sixth with

a score of 137.425 while
Plymouth finished 13th
(135.025).

Game plan
Now with state region-
als and the state meet just

' a few weeks away, the vet-

eran coach employs a sim-
ple mantra with the gym-
nasts.

“Don'’t get sick, don't get
injured and keep improv-
ing,” Cunningham said.
“That’s the rule.”

Once again, Ayana Lew-
is was outstanding in the
Division 1 competition.
She broke her own school
record on uneven parallel
bars, finishing third with
a9.675S (the former mark
was 9.6). But Cunningham
said Grand Ledge’s Chris-
tine Wilson scored a per-
fect 10.0.

“As far as I know (that’s)
the first one ever in the
state. A 9.675 set our
school record, but it was
third place,” he noted.

Lewis also placed fourth
on vault (9.4), sixth on bal-
ance beam (9.5) and tied
with teammate Melis-
sa Green for sixth in all-
around scoring with a
36.875.

“I think Melissa is the
only person on the team
that medaled (Top 10)
in every event plus all-
around,” Cunningham
said. “That’s really good.”

Green medaled in every
event, including second
on vault with a 9.55 score.
Other Top-10 showings
were on beam (9.5, fifth),
bars (8.825, ninth) and
floor (10th, 9.0).

Returning from inju-
ry to medal in two D1
events plus all-around
was Jocelyn Moraw. Her
scores included 9.35 on
floor (fourth) and 9.05 on
bars (seventh). Her all-
around of 36.0 was good
for eighth.

Please see INVITE, B3

Canton girls soc-
cer coach Jeannine
Reddy (second
from right) cel-
ebrates with three
of her players on
National Signing
Day. The players
include (from left)
Allyson Krause,
Karyn Berinti and
(far right) Megan
Trapp.

PHOTOS BY JOHN
KEMSKI

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Football still garners the biggest share
of the spotlight when National Signing
Day rolls daround.

But that doesn't mean high school soc-
cer players aren't doing what they can
to garner more attention for their sport.

“Yeah, football seems to be the main
focus around here,” said Canton senior .

Two members of
the Salem varsity
girls soccer team
participated in Na-
tional Signing Day
festivities, along
with their parents.
Seated at left is
Katelynn Krause,
with parents Arno
and Cathy Krause
behind her.
Seated at right is
Emily Lundh, with
parents Mark and
Dorie Lundh.

Allyson Krause, who was one of five
girls soccer players from Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park to sign nation-
al letters of intent on Wednesday, Feb.
1. “So we're trying to get soccer more
involved here. Kids are starting to get
more athletic scholarships for soccer,
which is kind of cool.”

Krause signed to play soccer at Mich-
igan State University. Canton team-
mates Kalyn Berinti (Alma College) and
Megan Trapp (Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity) also made it official during a
late afternoon press conference at Can-
ton High School.

Please see SIGNINGS, B2
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Soccer players enjoy signing day spotlight

WHERE THEY'RE GOING

Five girls soccer players
from the Park participated
last week in National Sign-
ing Day ceremonies. Fol-
lowing s a look at the
quintet:

Kalyn Berinti, Canton
senior: Division Il Alma
College is where Berinti
signed to play. Owner of

a 3.6 grade point average,
she is a forward with the
Chiefs and hopes to keep
playing that position at
Alma. Her parents are Nich-
olas and Faith Berinti.
Allyson Krause, Canton
senior: The Michigan State
University-bound forward
carries a 3.2 grade point
average. Here parents are
Mary and Darrel Krause.
Katelynn Krause, Salem
senior: She will play center-

mid at Grand Valley State
University. Her parents are
Arno and Cathy Krause.
She carries a 4.17 grade
point average and is in the
National Honor Society.
Emily Lundh, Salem
senior: Lundh, who carries
a 3.75 grade point average,
is a forward for the Rocks.
She signed with Eastern
Michigan University. Her
parents are Mark and Dorie
Lundh.

Megan Trapp, Canton
senlor: Trapp is a center-
midfielder who signed with
Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity. She carries a 3.5 grade
point average. Her mom is
Laurie Trapp and her older
sister, 2010 Canton grad
Allison Trapp, attends West-
ern Michigan University.
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Salem netter
signs with Adrian

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

National Signing Day
wasn't just about football
and soccer at the Park.

Salem senior tennis
player Morgan Spencer
joined the party on Feb,

1 at Canton High School.
The 17-year-old signed to
play tennis at Division 3
Adrian College.

“It’s real exciting, it
means a lot,” said Spen-
cer, who still has one
more season to go with
Salem’s varsity girls ten-
nis team. “I really love
playing so it means a lot
that I can play in college
and keep going.”

Also thrilled about
Spencer’s accomplish-
ment was Salem coach
Lin Ware, on hand for the
afternoon press confer-
ence.

“It's really exciting
to have a tennis play-
er here (at the press con-
ference),” Ware said.

“We've only had six since
the 1970s. It’s been about
four years since we had a
player.

“And they play singles
and doubles in college and
she'll definitely be on the
team her freshman year.”

Spericer’s prep career
has seen a steady rise,
moving up to No. 3 singles
as a junior. This spring,
Ware expects her to be at
1-2 singles.

“She's a solid play-
er, she keeps the ball in
play,” Ware noted. “She’s
a fighter and she's done
really well.”

According to Spencer, a
tennis player since fifth
grade, she immediately
knew Adrian was a per-
fect fit for her.

“It’s really a nice cam-
pus,” she said. “I like that
it's only an hour away.
That’s nice and I get to
play tennis there so that'’s
a plus, too.”

Her parents, Wanda
and Mike Spencer, also

LOCAL SPORTS

online at hometownlife.com
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Salem girls tennis player Morgan Spencer signs with

Adrian College during last week’s National Signing Day.
On hand for the big moment were (standing, from left)
Salem head coach Lin Ware and Morgan’s parents Mike

and Wanda Spencer.

were there for the sign-
ing event.

The short drive to Adri-
an is one plus, Wanda
Spencer said. But it also
is a great opportunity for
Morgan because the Bull-
dogs are looking to re-
stock the team after los-
ing a number of seniors
following the upcoming
2012 season.

“The coach (Adam
Albertsen) recruited her
(last) summer,” Wan-

da said. “He was looking
for players that had a lot
of growth and potential
and were strong players
because he's losing five
of his seven seniors this
coming year.

“So he wanted to get a
strong upcoming fresh-
man team so he could
build that team strong for
the four years.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

SIGNINGS

Continued from page B1

So did Salem’s Kate-
lynn Krause (no rela-
tion to Allyson) and Emi-
ly Lundh, who will go to
Grand Valley State Uni-
versity and Eastern,
respectively.

Duly noted

“We have a lot sign-
ing today,” Lundh said.
“It’s exciting when you
have a lot of people here
who are getting recog-
nized for soccer, which is
good.”

Concurring was Kate-
lynn Krause, also a varsi-
ty girls baskétball player

Balance Transfers
For First 6 Months’

* No Annual Fee
* e-Alerts
* 24/7 Online Access

at Salem.

“I just think it’s great
there's so many, just
from the Park itself,” she
said. “It shows what tal-
ent we have here and
what commitment the
players playing at Can-
ton, Salem and Plymouth
have."”

Canton’s Berinti said
“It means a lot, it’s excit-
ing and cool to see every-
one together, to see
where they’re going. It's
kind of our last step all
together before every-
one takes off."”

That is, after one last
season of high school
soccer, taking place this
spring,

Sharing their big
moment were parents,

Chboséfﬁ

classmates, other team-
mates and coaches.

“I wish them the best
of luck, and all three are
so deserving of play-
ing at the collegiate lev-
el,” Canton girls soc-
cer coach Jeannine Red-
dy said. “You have to be
very committed, wheth-
er it be in club, or high
school (with) all the time
and effort they put into
it.”

According to Salem
girls soccer coach Joe
Nora, his two signing
players are “tremendous
players, tremendous
kids" who are going to
strong programs. '

“I'm lucky to have
them for one more sea-
son and then they're off

Ly
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to the next stage of their
soccer lives and profes-
sional lives,” Nora said.
“I have no doubt they
will succeed.”

Fitting in

The girls agreed that
it was important to feel
they fit in with the col-
lege they signed on with,
including proximity to
home and a comfort level
with those in the college
program.

“I really like the East-
ern coaches and the

- team feels like a family,”

Lundh said. “I'm really
excited to be going there
next year and starting
this new chapter in my
life.”

One of Lundh’s future
teammates at Eastern is
Canton's Trapp.

“The program that they
had I was really inter-
ested in, with the coach-
es they had and the girls
were super nice,” Trapp
said. “It was close to
home which was definite-
ly one of the things I was
looking for.

“So my family, my
mom and my close fami-
ly that lives around here
could come and watch.
Also, just the level of it. |
I was really looking into
D-I, but I knew the MAC
was good competition,

a good place and a good
level for me.”

Allyson Krause said
she visited several col-
leges. It wasn'’t a giv-
en that she'd stay in
the Great Lakes state
when she started looking
toward her future.

“I've been playing
since I was four, and I
started getting looked
at by colleges my fresh-
man year,” she said. “So I
went to a few schools.

“I didn't want to go to
(MSU) at first, but then
my parents said it'd be
a good idea since it's in-
state. I went there and
fell in love with it.”

The payoff

National Signing Day,
for all five girls, put a
capper on their college
soccer dreams — which
started when they were
kids playing in rec pro-
grams.

“It's a really excit-
ing day, just because it's
what I've worked for
since I was little, when
I was S years old and
starting to play soccer,”
Katelynn Krause said.
“At that point you don't
think you might get here
where you're going to
actually play college soc-
cer, stuff like that.

“But as I got older, I
really made it a goal for
myself and really strived
to get to this point. It's
just a great feeling.”

Come back Sunday for Pt.
3 of National Signing Day
coverage.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

Senior sendoff
for girls cagers

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

“Senior Night" on Tues-
day was a winning one for
the Plymouth varsity girls
basketball team as the
Wildcats defeated Wayne
Memorial by a 44-30 score.

Cross-campus rival
Salem also had ceremo-
nies honoring seniors as
they played their final
home game. But the Rocks,
despite playing tough, fell
42-37 to KLAA Central co-
leader Novi.

Plymouth (10-5, 6-3 in the
KLAA South Division) won
each of the four quarters,
going up 11-8 after one and
19-14 at halftime.

“We definitely won the
rebounding battle,” Plym-
outh head coach Bob de
Bear said. “We came out in
the third quarter and wid-
ened our lead a little bit (to
35-25).

“We won every quarter,
I'm very happy for these
guy s.'l

He was most happy
for seniors Alyssa Bur-
ris, Kate Watson and Chy-
na Williams (six points, 12
rebounds), who were hon-
ored in what de Bear called
a “beautiful” ceremony
including speeches from
teammates.

Other Wildcats who made
a big impact on the night
included sophomore guard
Kylie Robb (18 points, five
rebounds), sophomore for-
ward Jada Woody (nine
points, six boards) and
sophomore forward Tionne
Johnson (six points, 12
boards in a starting role).

Robb’s “floor game was
outstanding,” the coach
said.

Rocks come close

Over at Salem, on the
night of the final home
game for seniors Bri Ber-
beret, Katelynn Krause,
Katie Heitmeyer and Jen-
ny First, the Rocks enjoyed
a26-16 lead at the break.

But then came the Wild-
cats with a 17-3 third frame
to upset Salem’s apple cart.

“We just made a cou-
ple turnovers and missed
a couple defensive assign-
ments in the third quarter;”
Salem head coach Fred
Thomann said. “It got away
from us.”

Thomann, who said his
team played a strong first
half, noted that the Rocks
didn’t give up and cut the
deficit to a deuce in the
waning moments.

Berberet, as she has most
of the season, led Salem
in scoring with 18 points.
Krause contributed 11.

The loss dropped the
Rocks record to 3-12 and
2-7 in the KLAA Central
while Novi improved to 12-
3and 7-2.

CANTON 43, CHURCHILL 27:
Visiting Canton broke Livonia
Churchill's zone defense to
goon a 17-6 tear in the third
quarter Tuesday, busting open
a tight KLAA South Division
game.

Senior point guard Robyn
Mack led the Chiefs (12-3,

7-2) with 14 points, with Paige
Aresco and Rachel Winters
tallying eight each. Aresco also
grabbed seven rebounds.

“1 didn't think we played great
tonight, but to the kids credit
they hung in there and kept
working at it,” Canton head
coach Brian Samulski said. “I re-
ally thought we came out and
had a nice third quarter.”

Leading Churchill (5-9, 2-7)
with nine points was Cecile
Hansen. ¢

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 4654128

Early lead boosts PCA

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Thanks to a fast start
Saturday, Plymouth Chris-
tian Academy varsi-
ty girls basketball coach
Carol Gerulis was able to
get everybody involved in
the Eagles’ 49-33 victory:
over Lenawee Christian.

The Eagles broke out to
a 154 lead after one quar-
ter and didn't stop there,
whether starters or back-
ups were on the court at
PCA. At halftime, the lead
was a whopping 31-9.

“We had a real big lead
early on so they did what
I asked them to do,” PCA
head coach Carol Geru-
lis said. “I wanted to make
sure we got everybody in
the game and were trying
to get everybody on the
scoresheet.”

Actually, nine of PCA's
11 players scored at least
one point as the Eagles
improved to 11-4 overall.

After building a 19-7
edge midway through the
second quarter, the Eagles
really took control of the
non-conference match-
up with a 12-2 run the rest
of the half. Junior guard
Karen Windle (14 points,
eight rebounds, four
steals) scored a layup and
added a free throw for a
three-point play.

Following up with field
goals were junior center
Allison Smith (five points)
and senior guard Kristin
Lindberg before junior
guard Jenna Abraham
(eight points, four assists)
drained a trey from the
left corner at the halftime
horn.

It was more of the same
in the third, with quick
ball movement around the
perimeter exposing weak-
nesses in the Cougars’
defense. A triple by soph-
omore guard Martha Mul-
lett (six points) and buck-
ets by sophomore cen-
tér Jenny Malcolm and
sophomore guard Rachael
Fuller in the final 90 sec-
onds upped PCA’s lead to
44-19 after three.

“We're taking care of
the basketball, something
we've learned in the last
couple games,” Gerulis
said. “We've learned how
to take care of it in pres-

ANDY RUBENSTEIN

Dribbling past Lenawee
Christian’s Laurel Schaaf
on Saturday is Plymouth

- Christian’s Emily Gerulis

(No. 10).

sure situations. So they
showed they could doita
whole game now.”

Tallying seven points,
three steals and three
assists was sophomore
forward Emily Geru-
lis. Chipping in with six
points and five rebounds
was sophomore forward
Rachel Smith.

For Lenawee Christian,
Kirstyn Gordon and Nik-
ki Schaefer scored 13 and
eight points, respectively.

On Friday, the Eagles
defeated Bloomfield Hills
Roeper 34-32 in a Michi:
gan Independent Athletics
Conference Blue Division
matchup, with a late surge
doing the trick.

“We were down five
points with four minutes
to go in the fourth quar-
ter and they hung in their
tough,” coach Gerulis
said. “We were able to get
out of there with a two-
point win.”

Malcolm led PCA (8-1 in
the MIAC Blue) with 14
points and 12 rebounds,
while Windle tallied 11
points, nine rebounds and

eight steals.

PCA 52, LUTHERAN N'WEST
38: Karen Windle scored 17
points Tuesday to pace Plym-
outh Christian Academy (124
overall, 9-1 in the MIAC).

Also solid for the Eagles was
Emily Gerulis, with 12 points,
nine rebounds and four as-
sists.

PCA got off to an 8-0 start
and carried that into halftime,
leading 25-12. The Eagles
weren't seriously threatened
the rest of the night.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

(o T I T T N I, T {2 N VN e W AR T r




online at hometownlife.com

Jipping injured
in Eagles’ loss

Continued from page B1*

ker, with Kevin Mack -
chipping in with 15.

Salem built an 18-9 lead
after one quarter and
padded it to 34-21 at the
break.

Novi (4-10, 4-5) made a
brief run in the third and
trailed 47-37 after three.

PLYMOUTH 57, WAYNE 51:
Pesky P! uth rallied from a
15-6 deficit after one quarter
Tuesday to edge Wayne
Memorial in a KLAA South
Division game.

Wildcats head coach Mike
Soukup credited seniors

points, four rebounds) and
Jalen Eason for "giving us a
spark late.”

Soukup said Fox, in particular,
“played excellent defense” to
help Plymouth improve to 6-8
overall and 4-5 in the division.

Chipping in with 13 points
for outh was junior
Brendan Swanson while junior
Josh Priebe added nine.

Scoring 12 points for the

. Zebras (5-7, 3-6) was Dezmon

Burleigh. Also in double fig-
ures were Jordan Lowry (10)
and Brian Smith (10).

The Wildcats were down
27-26 at halftime and took
charge in the third, outscoring
Wayne by a 15-9 margin to go
up 41-36.

But Soukup said the Zebras
kept coming. “They really

By Tim Smith likely miss this week's close while momentari-
Observer Staff Writer games, although no specif- ly getting the crowd back
) ic time-table was given for intoit.

That sound heard inside  his return. Jipping scored But junior Bobby Walter
the Plymouth Christian 10 points against the Cou-  answered with a triple and
Academy gymnasium Sat-  gars, and needs just 15 was fouled in the process.
urday evening might have  more to reach the 1,000- His subsequent foul shot
been that of the Eagles’ point plateau for hisPCA  made it a four-point play,
postseason hopes crum- career. and a 4641 game.
pling. “He’s our leader, when PCA could not get much

An apparent knee inju- times get tough and we closer the rest of the
ry sustained by stand- need points on the inside matchup, only drawing to
out senior center Eric Jip-  he's our go-to-guy,” Wash-  within five when Huber
ping midway throughthe  ington emphasized. “Obvi- connected on a trey with
third quarter of PCA’'s var-  ously, we didn’t have that 14 seconds left.
sity boys basketball game interior presence (fol- The game's top scorers
against visiting Lenaw- lowing the injury). We were PCA junior forward
ee Christian knocked him  did as good a job as we Mitchell Noel and Lenaw-
out of the nonconference could possibly do on the ee Christian junior Jalen
tilt — won 60-5S by the perimeter, we hitacouple  Porter, with 17 points
Cougars. And now, Eagles  jump shots and attacked each.
head coach Dominique the basket. But we didn't Also in double figures
Washington will wait to have the post presence, for the Eagles were Jip-
find out just how much So it made it a lot easier ping (who only had four
time the 6-5 Jipping miss-  for them to play defense rebounds) and junior for-
es. when we were driving.” ward Drew Ibach with 10

“It looked like he pulled points each.
something,” Washing- Brief hope Contributing 12 points
ton said. “There were no The Cougars might for the victors was soph-
tears, no ACLs or MCLs. have been stronger inthe  omore Grant Hohlbein,
He told me he felt his leg paint following the inju- while Walter scored 10
was cramping, then he ry, but outside shooting points (nine coming on
kept going and he felt it kept them in front earli- treys).
kind of popped.” er on. Lenawee Christian INJURY UPDATE: On

There was nobody (94) hit sixof 16 treysin  Tuesday, coach Washington
around Jipping, whohas  the first half (which ended 2.4 $*ior cepter Eric TRping
sparked the Eagles this with PCA down 33-25)and  \Wednesday and test results
season with a string of nine of 24 for the game. should be in by Friday.
double-doubles, when his “They were very, very _“I'm hoping he will be back
right leg buckled in one aggressive, more thanwe " the ;:’“th“emuﬁ;e:‘:r 13830
corner of the floor with were,” Washington said. poin‘,’,_ 3 !
the play moving down “They did a good job of LUTHERAN N'WEST 71, PCA
the court and PCA trail- knocking down their out- :zoe ?;\c oT}»J:;dfey ';2?’:\;. \:’ﬂ;ﬁ;
ing 38-32. On the positive  side shots.” . DAL
side, he was able to put After Jipping left the :‘o?‘,,;“,ﬁf,;‘,’;'ggj:;;‘ aFLLIS
some weight on it before game the Eaglesdid goon  assists for Plymouth Chris-
the end of the contest, a mini-run that made it a tian Academy, but it wasn't
although he sat with his 42-41 deficit with 1:15 left e,'r‘hwgh- lesd 5
leg elevated the restof the  inthe third. Atrey from e rodies droppedto5-9 on
way. ! the right corner by junior '

*  Washington said he guard Alex Huber (nine tsmith@hometownlife.com
thought Jipping would points) brought the Eagles (734) 469-4128

Marcus Oden (19 points, five battled all night, they just

HOOPS rebounds), Donte Fox (four wouldn't go away. But we

were able to make some free
throws late.”

CANTON 63, CHURCHILL 30:
Host Canton led 144 after
one quarter Tuesday night
and went on to rout Livonia
C‘\turdvill in this KLAA South
ti

It was a 29-12 halftime lead
for Canton, and the onslaught
did not let up after the inter-
mission.

Leading the Chiefs with 16 |
points and 11 rebounds was
senior center Paul Baumgart.

Also in double figures for
Canton were guard Josh May-
berry (16 points) and junior
guard Ryan Planey (10 points).

Canton improved to 12-3 and
7-2, good for second place in
the lgLAA South behind unde-
feated Westland John Glenn.

Whalers Wallop Spitfires

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Saturday night’s sell-
out crowd at Compuware
Arena got worked up into
a frenzy throughout a
wild third period, as the
Plymouth Whalers pound-
ed OHL rival Windsor by
a 5-1 score.

There were goals,
fights, the spectacle of
Spitfires goalie John Cul-
len landing a wheelhouse
punch on unsuspecting
Whalers forward Garrett
Meurs and — best of all
— the theatrics of Plym-
outh head coach Mike
Vellucci after getting
ejected in the final min-
ute,

Vellucci was tossed
with 49 seconds to go.
But what really brought
the crowd of 4,093 to its
feet was the “you’re out
of here” arm motion by
the longtime coach, who
was thoroughly disgusted
with how the game was
officiated. There were

109 minutes in penalties
called, mostly in the final
stanza,

“I told him (referee) he
lost control of the game
an hour ago and he didn't
like it,” said Vellucci,
qbout what led to his ejec-
tion.

Role reversal
Asked about his dra-
matic gesture, Velluc-
c¢i didn’t mince words. “I
threw him out.”
Plymouth center Andy
Bathgate, who scored his

OHL HOCKEY

18th goal of the season in
the first period (he also
assisted on a first-peri-
od goal by Jamie Dev-
ane), said he thought Vel-
lucci’s response to get-
ting thrown out “was fun-
ny. I haven't been around
many coaches, other than
my dad, that have done
that.”

It was the second game
in a row against Windsor
at Compuware that dete-
riorated into fisticuffs in

" the third period, but Vel-

lucci defended his squad.

“That’s the way they
(Spitfires) play, we get
up in the score and they
try to fight,” he said. “...
It’s hard to be composed
when you get jumped.
They had a bunch of insti-
gating penalties.”

A round of fights at the
nine-minute mark of the
third gave Plymouth a 5-
on-3 advantage that only
took 39 seconds for the
Whalers to cash in.

Forward Rickard Rake-
1l scored his second of the
game and 25th of the year
to make it a 4-0 spread.

Less than two min-
utes later, Cullen battled
Meurs after the Whaler
tried to jab at a rebound.
The goalie chased Meurs
and then threw the punch
that got him kicked out.

According to Velluc-
ci, Meurs “didn’t do any-
thing, the guy just suck-
ered him. I thought the
refs were brutal and they
made some bad calls.”

Dy =
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Meurs also was given
a game misconduct as a
result of the skirmish.
After Windsor replaced
Cullen with Jaroslav
Pavelka, the Whalers (35-
13-2-1, first in the OHL
West Division) opened
up a 5-0 lead when Dev-
ane scored his 17th of the
year on the power play.
It was his second power-
play goal of the game.
Devane stole the puck
in the Windsor zone, cut
in on Pavelka and lifted a
backhander into the cage.
The rugged, 6-5, 220-
pounder (property of the
Toronto Maple Leafs)
then joked about whether
he thought Plymouth net-
minder Scott Wedgewood
(34 saves) might join Cul-
len in a goalie fight. “No,
Wedge is a little too soft
for that.”

Bouncing back

Wedgewood played
a solid game, keeping
Windsor (22-24-3-2) of f
the scoreboard until just
1:36 remained when Ker-
by Rychel went shelf
with the Spitfires on a
two-man advantage.

Plymouth will visit Lon-
don for a Friday night
matchup before return-
ing to Compuware this
weekend.

The Whalers host Kitch-
ener at 7 p.m. Saturday,
followed by a 2 p.m. Sun-
day tilt against Saginaw
on “Faith & Family Day.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 46954128
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CAPALDI

Continued from page A1

deciding set in the double-
elimination tourney.

Sweating it out

Qualifying games began
the weekend of Jan. 21-22
and Capaldi made the 32-
player cut for the champi-
onship weekend.

“I bowled 31 games and
it went down to the last
frame,” he emphasized. “I
said that to my wife and
she said ‘It should have.'

“I'd say maybe if you're
watching back there it
should have, but when
you're bowling, you'd like
it to be over in the fifth
frame, not the last frame.
There was a lot of pres-
sure all the way to the
end.”

According to Capaldi, it
was the first tournament
victory of his life.

“I'm really happy, but
there’s a lot better bowl-
ers than I am,” Capal-

di said. “They've accom-
plished more than I have.
I just happened to win this
tournament and I feel for-
tunate that I did that.”

Capaldi smiled when
recalling the big day;
which ended with a $4,000
first-place check. He said

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Rick Capaldi gets in some practice at Oak Lanes in West-
land. The 62-year-old Capaldi says he merely tries to knock
pins over rather than “destroy” them with power the way

younger bowlers do.

same thing every time
I got out of the chair,
just repetition,” Capal-
di explained. “I'm not
even talking about when
I picked up the ball and
went to the foul line.
You sit in the chair while
somebody else is bowling,
right?

“The moment I stood up,
I got into a rhythm where
1 did everything exactly
the same. I got real super-
stitious. I'd wait until the
guy got off the approach
and I'd-get up at that

revolutions on the ball it’s
unbelievable, We have
some young talent here,
they can get those revs.
When they hit the pock-
et, when they hit the pins
they destroy the pins. I
just try to knock them
down. I'm too old to try to
do all that arm motion.”
But experience trumps
muscle. With years of
bowling, whether in more
laid-back house leagues
with friends or on the
tournament circuit, Capal-
di knows how important it

champion on vault,” Cun-
ningham said. “... We've
got a 9.875 for our school
record, but she’s going to
push that.

“She has the quality and
ability to do that, she’s just
areally strong vaulter.”

Strong for Salem
One of the day’s top per-
formances, according to

really, really doing her
thing.”

Salem gymnasts who
earned Top-10 medals
in D2 included Brittany
Ramirez (sixth on bars,
8.775) and Morgan Soper,
who took ninths both on
bars (8.6) and all-around
(35.125) while tallying a
score of 9.1 on vault for
10th place.

there were people backat  point. Nothing to change is to stay on an even keel.
Oak Lanes following his the rhythm.” “The mental aspect is on
progress via Facebook. - every ball you have to go
He opened Oak Lanes in It works for him through your routine,” he
1979 as a 34-lane facili- Another thing that . said. “And keep your head
ty. It was expanded to SO didn't change is the way in the game on every ball
lanes in the early 1990s. Capaldi throws the ball. you throw.

“Everybody here (Oak He calls it a “down and in" “When I do that it seems
Lanes) went crazy,” ball that depends on accu-  like I perform better. You
Capaldi said. “... It was racy more than anything can't just walk up and
on Facebook while I was else. throw the ball. There's
bowling to people here “It’s old-school, not a much more to it.”

. who were bowling.” - lot of revs (revolutions) That's a spot-on assess-

He noted that he gotinto  on the ball,” said Capal- ment to be sure.
the groove and stayed di, noting that new-school
there. bowlers “just turn the tsmith@hometownlife.com

“I just kept doing the ball, they get so many (734) 469-4128 -

I NVITE Cunningham, was turned Although Plymouth
in bbealem ;enior Nicole fhymnasts did not crack
Jacobs — who compet- e Top 10, several did
Cointta iy Page il ed despite dealing with a enjoy placement in the top
knee injury. 20 (all in D2). 1

“She had an average of Jacobs registered a Katie Salanga took 16th
nine on every event,” Cun-  9.025 on floor exercise, on floor (8.8) and 17th on
ningham said. good for 11th placein D2.  bars (8.375), Megan McK-

Meanwhile, Nicole On beam, her score of ennan placed 16th on bars
Lasecki (D1) medaled 8.950 earned her eighth (8.425) and 17th on vault
twice. Her score of 9.025 place. (8.875) while Reagan Eng-
on floor earned her eighth “You talk about dig- strom'’s score of 8.9 on
place and her 8.8 on bars ging down and doing vault was good enough for
was 10th in the rankings. stuff,” Cunningham said. 16th place.

In D2 competition, the “She (Jacobs) just gut-

Chiefs were paced by Eri-  ted it out and had a real- CANTON 145.675, SALEM
ca Lucas, who took the ly good meet. She'snoton ~ 139-25: On xgg‘:gyi o"_zfin
championship on vault my team, but I was real- dual mee’:, Suith A hIses Bccnar
with a 9.6. ly proud of her perfor- win.

“T've told you from mance. The ,Chiefﬁ took Js 1 gri‘ng:.am
the beginning that Erica “She went out, withabig  WInning ail events. On h
Lucas is going tobe state  knee brace on. She was e e il cas

Lucas won vault with a 9.575.
Ayana Lewis placed in the top
spot on bars (9.45) and floor
exercise (9.475).

Also tallying nines were Joc-
elyn Moraw (bars, 9.3; vault,
9.1; floor, 9.025) and Nicole
Lasecki (floor, 9.0).

Lewis had a 9.4 on vault, trail-
ing Lucas. Green chipped in
with a 9.1 on floor.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 4654128

GIRLS GYMNASTICS RESULTS

CANTON INVITATIONAL
Feb. 4 at Canton H.S.

TEAM STANDINGS: 1. Grand
Ledge, 146.8; 2. Canton,
145.825; 3, Farmington,
143.725; 4. Troy Athens,
143.25; 5. Howell, 140.45;
6. Salem, 137.425; 7. Troy,
136.725; 8. Grosse Pointe Un.,
136.25; 9. Northville, 135.55;
10. Forest Hills, 135.5; 11.
Brighton, 135.45; 12, Livonia
Blue, 135.375; 13. Plymouth,
135.025; 14, Sturgis, 134.525;
15. Freeland, 134.225; 16.
Livonia Red, 133.075; 17. Holt,
129.8; 18. Parma Western,
128.2; 19. Fraser, 117.65; 20.
Pinckney, 35.4.

DIVISION 1

Vault: 1. Daisy Ference (N),
9.6; 2. Melissa Green (C), 9.55;
6. Ayana Lewis (C), 9.4.

Uneven bars: 1. Wilson (GL),
10.0; 3. Lewis (C), 9.675; 7. Joc-
elyn Moraw (C), 9.05; 9. Green
(C), 8.825; 10. Nicole Lasecki
(€), 8.8.

Balance beam: 1, Christine
Shabet (T), 9.65; 5. Green (Q),
9.5; 6. Lewis (C), 9.45.

Floor exercise: 1. Moskal (TA),
9.7; 3. (tie) Ference (N), Jocelyn
Moraw (C), 9.35; 9. Lasecki (C),
9.025; 10. Green (C), 9.0.

All-around: 1. Ference (N),
37.925; 6. (tie) Lewis (C), Green
(€), 36.875; 8. Moraw (C), 36.0.

DIVISION 2

Vault: 1, Erica Lucas (Canton),
9.6; 10. Morgan Soper (Salem),
9.1.

Uneven bars: 1. Alex Kitz
(Blue), 9.3; 6. Brittany Ramirez
(Salem), 8.775; 9. Soper (Sa-
lem), 8.6.

JOHN KEMSKI

Canton’s Erica Lucas shows her skills on the uneven paral-
lel bars during Saturday’s Canton Invitational.

Balance beam: 1. Kitz (Blue),
9.375; 8. Nicole Jacobs (Salem),
8.95

Floor exercise: 1. Lumley

(F), 9.6

All-around: 1. Clark (GL)
36.825; 9. Soper (Salem)
35.12
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BALLERT,
ILO JOSEPHINE

94 passed away peacefully on
February 3, 2012 at Angela
Hospice in Livonia, Mich. She
was known to friends and family
as “Jo" and was a fixture in the
Livonia Public School system
from 1961 through 1987, having
taught in nine different elementary
and junior high schools. She loved
teaching and particularly her later
vocation as a Reading Specialist at
Riléy Middle School. Jo received
her Bachelor of Arts degree from
the University of Toledo and
Masters of Arts in Education and

Education Specialist (Special
Education) degrees from the
University of Michigan.

Wolverine football games were
always at the top of her favorite
pastimes, as she and husband Al,
would cheer from their end zone
seats and travel to Bowl games. Jo
was also very active in her church,
Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian
Church in Livonia, and served on
numerous committees, prayer
groups and as an elder. Jo made it
a point to be an active participant
in local and state politics, and to
always stay informed on current
event issues, Missed dearly by her
children, Colby (Carol) and
Josette (David) Koets, grandchil-
dren, Steven (Katie) Koets, Sara
(Kirk) Pauley, Brendan (Janie),
Cassandra and Zachary Ballert
and great-grandson Connor Koets
She was preceded in death by her
husband of 69 years, Albert G
Ballert, son, Albert Jr. and brother,
Robert Butler. Services were held

from the Rosedale Gardens
Presbyterian  Church, 9601
Hubbard, Livonia. Interment

Toledo Memorial Park. In lieu of
flowers, memorials can be given
10 the church or to the donor’s
choice of organization in her
name. Arrangements entrusted to
the Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home, Plymouth. Share memories
at schrader-howell.com

BROWN,
LOUIS H.

February 6, 2012. Age 84 of
Westland. Beloved husband of
Dolores. Dear father of Deborah
(Harold) Roe and Scott (Erica)
Loving grandlather of 4 and great-
grandfather to 2. Funeral service
Thurs. 1pm at the Uht Funeral
Home, 35400 Glenwood Rd.,
Westland. Family will receive vis-
itors Weds. 2-9pm. Interment at
Cadillac Memorial Gardens
Cemetery, Westland. Please view
memorial and send tributes at
www.uhtfh.com

DZIESZKOWSKI,
CYNTHIA ANN
of Wixom, Jan. 11, 2012; age 58
Arrangements by Simple
Funerals (248) 227-1954

FISHER, ANDREW

February 7, 2012 age 94
% of Plymouth. Beloved
husband of the late

' Elizabeth. Loving father
of Betty Jo Sulpher, Janice (Jim)
Schultz, Elaine (Dennis)
Lockhart, Daniel (Vivian), James
(Nancy), Laura (Daniel) George,
and the late Pamela Croft. Dear
brother of Angela Thomas,
Orville (Delores) Fisher, and Fay
(George) Schomberger. Also sur-
vived by 12 grandchildren, and 6
great-grandchildren. Visitation
Thursday 2-9 PM at Vermeulen
Funeral Home, 46401 W Ann
Arbor Rd (btwn Sheldon &
Beck) Plymouth. In state Friday
10 AM until the 10:30 AM funer-
al mass at Our Lady of Good
Counsel Church, 47650 North
Territorial (at Beck) Plymouth.

To share memories please visit

vermeulenfuneralhome.com.

GIBSON, MARTHA
LYNN
of Royal Oak, Jan, 30, 2012; age
55. Arrangements by Simple
Funerals (248) 227-1954.

Let others
know...

When you've lost a
loved one, place
your notice on our
website and in
“Passages”... a
directory located
in every edition of
your hometown
newspaper.

Nometownlife.com
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Call
1-800-579-7355

KUCZEK, EDWARD A.

Born June 10, 1919 and
% died February S, 2012 at

the age of 92. Ed was
married to Gayle for 42 years,
who preceded him in death.
Parents Albert and Anna and sister
Lillian passed before him.
Survived by sister Frances, broth-
er-in-law Jerry, daughter Karen,
many cousins and numerous
friends. Ed was in the Army Air
Core and was honorably dis-
charged on February 16, 1946. He
enjoyed golf, dancing and playing
bridge, and spent many years at
Walloon Lake and many winters
in sunny Florida after retiring
from Ford Motor Company in
June 1981. Visitation Thursday 10
a.m. until the 3 p.m. Funeral
Service at the John N. Santeiu &
Son Funeral Home, 1139 Inkster
(South of Ford road). Family sug-
gests memorials to Capuchin Soup
Kitchen or the Carmelite Nuns.

MACDONALD,
THERESA

Age 70. February 4, 2012.
Belovéd wife of Richard for 47
years. Loving mother of James
and Karen. Dearest daughter of
Mary and the late Thomas
Podkowka. Sister of Helen
Richards. Proud retiree from the
City of Livonia DPW after 32
years of service. Visitation
Tuesday 4-8 pm and Wednesday
2-8 pm with a 7 pm vigil service
Wednesday evening at the Harry
J. Will Funeral Home 37000 Six
Mile Rd. in Livonia. Funeral
Thursday, in state 9:30 am until
time of Mass at 10 am at St
Colette Catholic Church 17600
Newburgh Rd. in Livonia.
Visitation Saturday 10 am until
time of prayer service at 12 pm at
the Barry Funeral Home in
Rome, New York, t

MARICH, EVA MARIE

of Westland, Jan. 11, 2012; age
87. Arrangements by Simple
Funerals (248) 227-1954.

NOTEBAERT, RITA

88, passed away at the loving
home of her caregiver, Sheryl
Christie in - Williamsburg,
Thursday, February 2, 2012, Rita
was born April 13, 1923 in Belle
River, Ontario, Canada and grew
up in Detroit the cherished daugh-
ter of the late Russell and Lillian
Bruckner. She was the beloved
wife of the late Tom, dear sister
of the late Mark (Marie)
VanEvery, daughter-in-law of the
late Gerard and Marguerite
Note¢baert and sister-in-law of
Tensie Egnatios. Rita and her
beloved husband, the late Thomas
G. Notebaert, were married at St.
Gabriel Catholic Church in
Detroit on May 14, 1949. They
honeymooned at Traverse City's
Park Place Hotel and at their cot-
tage on Torch Lake. They made
their home in Plymouth yntil
retiring to Elk Rapids. She leaves
behind their daughter, Michelle
(Jerry Dietrich) Notebaert of Elk
Rapids and ftheir son Craig
(Georgia) Notebaert of Plymouth.
Also surviving are grandchildren,
Amy (Nick) Anderson, Ryan
(Sarah) Notebaert, Roth
Notebaert and Carlee Notebaert
and great-grandchildren, Alex

Goss, Abby Goss, Mandy
Anderson, Cameron Anderson,
Evan Notebaert, Savannah

Notebaert, Matthew Notebaert
and Isabella Notebaert and sever-
al nieces and nephews. A celebra-
tion of Rita’s life will be held at a
later date. Memorials may be
directed to Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, 143 Charles, Elk Rapids,
MI 49629. Please visit Rita's
webpage at www.lifestorynet.com
to sign the online guest book and
share a message or memory with
her family. The family chose Life
Story Funeral Home, Traverse
City to handle the arrangements.

PELKEY, HOWARD E.

February 6, 2012 age 70. Beloved
husband of Barbara. Dear father
of Kendra (Bill) Ratliff and
Blaine (Joy) Pelkey. Grandfather
of Cassie, Amanda, Cheyenne,
Cierra and Tyler. Brother of
Jerald (Diane) Pelkey. Services
were held Thursday at the
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.
Contributions suggested to the
Multiple Sclerosis Society or the
American Cancer Society. Share
your special thoughts and memo-
ries at www.schrader-howell.com

STOUGH, CHERIE
ANN
of Arizona, formerly Harrison
Twp., Jan. 4, 2012; age 29.
SimpleFuneralsinMichigan.com

" RELIGION CALENDAR

Ballet Emmanuel performs Feb. 15 at Hope Lutheran
Church in Farmington Hills.

Send items for the religion
calendar to Sharon Dargay
at sdargay@hometownlife.
com. If including a photo,
it must be in jpg format,
attached to the e-mail.

February

BALLET

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 15

Location: Hope Lutheran
Church, 39200 W. 12 Mile,
Farmington Hills

Details: Ballet Emmanuel,
a professional Christian
Ballet Company based out
of Colorado Springs, Colo.,
will perform “Rain ... Hope
in the midst of the storm,”
an original contemporary
ballet concert depicting
the story of the Flood from
the point of view of Noah's
wife. Free admission
Contact: Laci Landry at
(810) 247-0422 or visit bal-
letemmanuelcompany@
gmail.com

BETHANY

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 11

Location: Elks Lodge,
31117 Plymouth Road,
Livonia

Detail: Stilettoes Dance,
“Detroit Still Doo Wops,”
with music from 8 p.m.-
midnight. Cost is $20 and
includes beer and pop
Contact: Chooch at (734)
697-7270

BOWLING FUNDRAISER
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 26

Location: Westland Bow!
5940 Wayne Road, West-
land

Details: For Good Hope
Lutheran Church in Garden
City; tickets are $20 for .
adults; $15 for children and
include three games, shoes,

pizza, and pop
Contact: (734) 427-3660

BREAKFAST

Time/Date: 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 19
Location: St. Theodore
Social Hall, 8200 N. Wayne
Road, Westland

Details: Pancakes, French
toast, ham, sausage,
scrambled eggs, applesauce,
coffee, tea, juice, milk; $3
for adults and $1.50 for
children, 2-10

Contact: (734) 425-4421

CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

Time/Date: Dinner, 6 p.m.
Feb. 18; Eucharist, 10 a.m.
Feb. 19

Location: St. John's Episco-
pal Church, 574 S. Sheldon,
Plymouth

Details: The dinner, held
at the Summit in Can-
ton, will include, a video
presentation, music, gift
drawings, and a ticket for
a chance to win a cen-
tennial quilt and more.
The ticket costs $40 per
person. Bishop Wendell
Gibbs will attend the wor-
ship service on Feb. 19.
The service will include
special music and banners
created by members of
the parish. A celebration
reception will follow the
service

Contact: (734) 453-0190

CLOTHING BANK

Time/Date: 10am.to 1
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25
Location: Canton Christian
Fellowship Clothing Bank,
41920 Joy Road, between
Lilley and Haggerty roads,
Canton

Details: Free clothing and
shoes are available to any-
one in need

Contact: (734) 927-6686 or
(734) 404-2480
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Tridentine Latin Mass ORCUARY CHURCH 9601 Hubbard at W, Chicago, Livonia, MI www.christoursavior.org
St. Anne's Academy - Grades K-8 (etween Merriman & Farmington Rde)
y 30450 Farmington Road + Parmington Hills Sunday Worship Sunday School/Bible Class
h\]m Five .\hl_t.‘ﬂoedq www.orchardumc.org i (734) 422-0494 8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional 9:45 am
gk q’::.:;;:;w.nm A s " Friends In Faith Service Early Childhood Center
Firs Friday Mass 700 pn. Worshlp: £ . 9:00 am Staffed Nursery Available Phone 734-513-8413
Satu Mass 00 a.m. by oy Traditional Service
Conhadans Besrd Pro e Eac M b o Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
Motber of Perpetual Help Devotions 10:00 a.m. Christian P kgl e st FAE Pastors: Daven ger & Creeden
» Tuesdays at 700 PM. Education for all ages OEvSTE0R2S 734- 22-6830 OevTeeTer
Pastors: Carol J.-Johns,
Jim Brald; Margo Dexter Risen Christ Lutheran
David W. Hm'%n :ahslor
OE08760820] W.!’O\muboﬂmd IOULR 1 e v o s
CHURCHES OF (734) 453-5252

Worship 8:15 & 10:45 am
Sunday School 9:30 » Adult Bible Study 9:30
Nursery Care Avaiiable. AJ are waicome. Come 25 you e,

wiew.risenchrist.info X

45801 W. Ann Arbor Road + (T34) 453-1525
Sunday School - 9:45AM
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248.474.0001

Meet our New Pastor

Grady Jensen &
Assoc. Pastor Abe Fazzini
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By Sharon Dargay
O&E Staff Writer

rrive late for

Mary Zert-

myer’s per-

ormance this

weekend at Thurston
High School in Redford,
and she'll make you apol-
ogize to the audience.

Wear a top with cleav-

. age or a short skirt and
you risk a dressing down.
Chew gum and you're
guaranteed a reprimand.
And if your cell phone

rings?

“T will confiscate cell
phones. People get shook
up. If I can figure out how
to call the person back,
I'll hold the phone to the
mic and ask them to apol-
ogize,” said Zentmyer,
who has played the role
of “Sister,” a nun from
the order of SOB (Sis-
ters of Blarney) in the
popular Late Nite Cate-
chism series of interac-
tive shows, for the past 16
years.

“There is some disci-
pline and people eat it up.
I don't think patrons like
to be picked on but they
like to see their friends
get picked on. It’s hilari-
ous to me.”

Zentmyer, who
appeared in Late Nite's
Christmas show during
a six-week run last year
at the Century Theatre
in Detroit, will return in
‘Till Death Do Us Part,
Late Nite's Catechism 3
Saturday in Redford. The
show includes Sister’s les-
sons on marriage and life,
along with a Newlywed
Game-style competition
for audience members.
The show is about 80 per-
cent scripted and 20 per-
cent improvisation.

“There’s no profan-
ity and it’s good clean
fun,” said Zentmyer, 56,
a Catholic school alumna
from Chicago, Ill. She’s
one of several actress-
es from around the coun-

Comedy catechism
Nostalgic show benefits Redford church

Mary Zentmyer makes a point in “class” while performing as “Sister” in the “Late Night Catechism" series.

try who perform the nun  teacher. If you went “I went to Catholic Perfect date night
character for Entertain- to Catholic school, it's school, so I knew what Capman is a member of
ment Events, Inc., aNew  hilarious,” Zentmyer was coming. I lived it,” the church council at Our
York company that has explained. “And even if Capman said, recalling Lady of Loretto and sug-
produced the show since you didn’t go to Catho- the performance. “My gested the church hire
1999. lic school, you still catch husband didn't go to Cath- one of the Late Nite Cat-
Zentmyer said audlenc- on, because everyone has  olic school and he was echism productions to
es love the nostalgia and had one tough teacher.” cracking up. help raise money for a
the interaction. Audience That's exactly the situ- *  “At the Gem, she called  new roof, parking lot and
members who correctly ation that Maryann and us out of the audience. masonry repairs. ‘Till
answer Sister’s questions Dave Capman of Red- She asked us all these sil-  Death Do Us Part was
might take home a prize,  ford found themselves ly questions. You had to the perfect choice for the
.such as a laminated holy in when they saw one sit there like a student weekend before Valen-
card. of the Late Nite Cate- and answer the questions  tine's Day.
chism shows years agoin  and if you didn’t answer “I think people will

Nostalgic show
“You're back in gram-
mar school and I'm your

Birmingham, and more
recently at the Gem The-
atre in Detroit.

it right, you didn’t get a
lollipop. I did pretty good
but I was laughing.”

really enjoy it,” Capman
said. “We hope it's a good
crowd.”

?’"‘KNIGHTSBRIDGE
ANTIQUE MALL ,,

42305 Seven Mile Road * (Just 2 Miles west of I-27 \)
Northville, MI 48167 = 248-344-7200
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We have something for everyone!
26,000 sq. ft. with over 200 dealers of quality unlu/um
\Ild-Ccnlm v/ Art l)ccn/ \lo(lcl n * Coins

« Stained Glass * Jewelry * Vintage Toys * Linens * Military
» Glass/Crystal/China * Tiffany

Correctly ids
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1st Place:

ntify the top 7 Osi

inone ortne 1

two to Emagine

12 month movie

2nd Place: 4 movie passes
Correctly ildentify the
Top 7 Categories

‘TIL DEATH DO
US PART

What: The third interac-
tive show in the popular
“Late Nite Catechism”
series with Chicago
actress, Mary Zentmyer
playing the part of Sister
When: 7 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 11

Where: William F. Weber
Performing Arts Center
at Thurston High School,
26141 Schoolcraft, Red-
ford -

Details: After teaching
countless students about
the saints, venial sins,
limbo and more, Sister
will offer a hilarious les-
sons on the Sacraments
of Marriage and the Last
Rites, including her own
wacky version of the
“Newlywed Game." Pro-
ceeds benefit Our Lady
of Loretto’s Capital Cam-
paign for a new roof,
parking lot and building
masonry repair

Tickets: $30, available at
Our Lady of Loretto, visit
www.entertainmente-
vents.com, or call (877)
386-6969

Contact: Our Lady of
Loretto at (313) 534-9000

Zentmyer looks for-
ward to interacting with
the audience. She said the
improvised portion of the
show helps keep the mate-
rial fresh and “keeps me
on my toes.”

She has portrayed the
nun — in full habit with
no makeup — in church-
es, “fancy schmancy the-
aters,” black box perform-
ing spaces and evena
church festival beer tent
last summer in Portland,
northwest of Lansing.

“I dressed in the rec-
tory and they took Sis-
ter in a golf cart to the
beer tent,” she said. “It's
a great gig. I get to make
people laugh. How lucky
is that?”

Think you know who will
win an OSCAL this vear?

- - . (z

Choose correctly
and YOU could win?

Go to www. hometownhfc com

irs categories and
llowing prizes
pass for

alre

I he

The person with the most correct answers
e Best Picture

® Actor in Leading Role

e Actress in a Leading Role

e Animated Feature Film

® Actor in a Supporting Role

® Actress in a Supporting Role

A
17

Lamps * Clothing

)‘b““‘— _

e Director
e Tie Breaker Categories

Many people are wrongly
rejected when they apply for
Social Security Disability
benefits. Money was taken out
of their paychecks for Soclal
Security taxes to ensure that
they would receive disability
benefits if they could no longer
work full-time. Sadly, the
government denles
approximately 60% of those
who apply for disability
benefits.

Attorneys J.B. Bleske and
Jennifer Alfonsi have 42 years
combined experience
representing only Social
Security disability clients. And
they personally meet with all
clients and appear themself at
all court hearings. Many large
firms assign inexperienced
attorneys to your case. And
some of these firms are
located thousands of miles
away and only fly the attorney
in the day of the court hearing.
Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi
have vast experience before

local Michigan judges.

’SOCIAL SECURITY |

® Music (original score)
e Documentary Feature

In addition to practicing only

Social Security disability law

attorney Bleske has written a
book for attorneys about the

subject and has been

hometowniifecom

Sponsored  OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC
by: H()\lr TOWN

wins!

All entries must be received by Saturday, February 25, 2012
11:59 p.m. to be considered.

EMAG/NE

interviewed on various
television programs. Both
attorney Bieske and AlfonsI
have also been interviewed on
radio programs and have given
speeches to many groups.

¥
I ‘

Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi
offer free phone or office

' consultation. If they represent
you, there will be no fee
charged until after the case is
won. The fee is a percentage
of retroactive benefits.

Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi
can often make a winning
difference at the application
stage. And, If ah appeal Is
necessary they have won
several hundred cases before
a court date is even set.

Bieske and Alfonsi represent
clients from all over the state
of Michigan. Their Livonia
office is on Six Mile Road just
west of I-275. Their Novi office ”
Is located on Haggerty Road
just north of 12 Mile Road.

Call them at 1-800-331-3530
for a free consultation if you
have been denied, or if you are
thinking of possibly applying
for Social Security benefits.

Unlimited
Those denied can appeal on PoPcorn
their own but statistics for
many years <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>