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Shopping winner
Mary Rodrique was the win-
ner of the ShopCanton $200
shopping spree after being
one of 441 people who entered
the contest by taking an online
survey at the new www.shop-
canton.org website this fall.
The survey, sponsored
by the Canton Township

Mary Rodrique (Ieﬂ) accepts
acheck from Kathleen Salla,
Canton Township Downtown

Development Director.

Downtown Development
Authority and the ShopCanton
Marketing Partners, asked for
feedback about events, enter-
tainment, shopping and dining
in Canton.

“We want to be in touch with
our patrons,” said Kathleen
Salla, DDA director for Canton
Township. “We want to make
sure that the work we are doing
to continue to make Ford Road
~and beyond - the premiere
shopping and dining destination
inthe areais on target with
what folks want. We decided
that the best way tofind outis
to ask them directly”

The survey results will
be used in planning future
marketing efforts for the
ShopCanton Marketing
Partners, a collabora-
tive group that includes
the Canton Downtown
Development Authority,
Canton Chamber of Commerce
and Canton Township’s Leisure
Services Department.

Lots closed

As a cost-saving measure,
several Canton Township
parking lots will be closed or
restricted during the winter
months. Posted signs and
barricades, when necessary,
were installed this week indi-
cating no vehicle access.

Parking lots that will remain

+ closed throughout the entire
season include: Barchester
Park, located at Hanford and
Barchester roads; Heritage
North Parking Lot, in Heritage
Park off of Canton Center
Road; portions of the Canton
Softball Center parking lot on
Michigan Avenue; and a por-
tion of Independence Park at
Denton and Proctor roads.

Holiday photos

Send us your favorite holi-
day photos for a chance to
wina prize.

Go to hometownlife.com
(Get Published) and post your
favorite holiday photo (or pho-
tos) with a short caption, then
encourage friends and family
to vote by clicking recommend
under the photo, The top
vote-getter will receive tickets
for two to Emagine Theater
(Canton or Novi). The second-
and third-place winners will
receive a coupon for a free
four-square cheese and one-
topping Buddy's pizza.

Contest ends midnight Dec.
31, Share your holiday spirit with

others! Go to hometownlife.com.

Study: Ford Road safer t

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The number of crashes along Canton
most accident-prone stretch of road —

Road between I-275 and Lilley — plummet-
ed 28 percent this year compared to 2009, a

new report shows.

Crash totals for the first 11 months in
a two-year comparison may indicate that

efforts to improve safety by beefing up

police presence and issuing more tickets
have caught the attention of drivers, Canton

Special Services Lt. Scott Hilden said.

Canton police this year launched several
special-enforcement efforts to catch Ford
Road motorists who ignore red lights, trail

other drivers too closely, make illegal t
and ignore other traffic rules.

“We are proud to report the overall num-

ber of accidents along Ford Road between

Lilley and I-275
in the last year,” Hilden said.

have decreased 28 percent

s The number of crashes at one of

Ford  Michigan's worst intersection

Haggerty, fell from 77 to 57

tion.

decline in crashes.

“The thing we did different
we focused on special enforce
accident area and do the enfo

urns

during the two-
year period, marking a 26-percent reduc-

The Ford-Lilley intersection had 33 per-

cent fewer accidents in 2010 than in 2009,
and the Ford/I-275 area had a 25-percent

said. “I asked our guys to focus on this high-

behaviors such as following too closely and
running red lights. It’s probably as much to

Please see STUDY, AS

ul ;
s, Ford and —: e

this year is
ment,” Hilden

rcement of

;

While a recent study says Ford Road was safer this year than last, Canton
Public Safety officials still caution it's a hazardous road.

ansplant
nds her
niche here

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Seasoned community organizer
Terry Van Loon Craig came to the
Plymouth-Canton area from Seattle
in June 2008 after she was assigned
by then-candidate Barack Obama’s
campaign to rustle up votes here for
his winning presidential bid.

She never left.

“There’s an openness and warmth
people have here in the Midwest,”
she said. “I've gotten to know so
many people with such diverse
points of view.”

Sitting inside the Plymouth Coffee
Bean, one of her favorite spots in a
town she loves and now calls home,
Craig said even the iconic coffee
house on Penniman Avenue attracts
customers ranging from Tea Party
activists to left-leaning liberals. She
has found their candor — even when
they are challenging her — refresh-
ing compared to the more subdued
nature of Seattleites.

Craig coaxed her husband of 16
years, Steve, into moving here after
he found a job as a renewable energy
consultant for municipal govern-
ments. And she has found her niche
after she was hired by the Plymouth-

Please see TRANSPLANT, A7

Terry Van Loon Craig of Plymouth came to this area from Seattle to help President Obama

get elected, and never left.
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Parents want voices heard in Lansing

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When members of the new state
Legislature takes their seats next
month, two-thirds of the represen-
tation for the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools will be new.

To a group of parents concerned
with where the state is headed in
terms of funding public education,
that’s an important factor as district
administrators struggle to balance
a budget filled with one-time money
that's about to go away.

Democrat Dian Slavens returns
to her seat in the state House's 21st

District (Canton), but Republicans
Kurt Heise (20th House) and Pat
Colbeck (7th Senate) are political
newcomers. These parents want théir
state legislators to take their issues
into account when they're dealing
with the financial struggles that con-
tinue to plague the state.

“We're in a unique position right
now ... two-thirds of the legislators
representing our district are new,”
said Denise Zander, who co-chairs
the parents’ legislative committee.
“We wanted to make sure they hit the
ground running knowing what the
concerns are of the parents of stu-
dents in their district.”
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MONEY MATTERS

Those concerns revolve largely
around funding. Some of these same
parents formed a group called Class
Size Counts last year, when it became
evident how tight the district’s bud-
get was going to be. Organizers said
they formed to make sure adminis-
trators didn't use increased class size
— and fewer teachers — to solve their |
budget issues

Some of their members have also
attended sessions of the district’s
finance committee and gained some
understanding of the situation

Please see PARENTS, A5

Feds charge
Canton woman
in bank fraud

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Garden City man and a woman
from Canton Township have been
arrested and charged with bank fraud
as the result of a sweep by the fed-
eral government’s Financial Fraud
Enforcement Task Force.

Arrested and charged Dec. 2 were
Jessie A. Wozniak of Garden City and
Candice D. Campbell of Canton

Their arrests were part of Operation
Broken Trust, the largest collective
enforcement effort ever brought to bear
in confronting investment and corpo-
rate fraud in the Eastern District of
Michigan and throughout the country.
The sweep was organized by the task
force, which was established to investi-
gate and prosecute financial crimes.

“With this operation, the Financial
Fraud Enforcement Task Force is send-
ing a strong message,” U.S. Attorney
General Eric Holder said. “To the public
— be alert for these frauds, take appro-
priate measures to protect yourself and
report such schemes to proper authori-
ties when they occur. And to anyone
operating or attempting to operate an
investment scam — cheating investors
out of their earnings and savings is no
longer a safe business plan. We will use
every tool at our disposal to find you, to
stop you and to bring you to justice.”

The two are accused of luring approx-
imately 80 individuals in Michigan,
New York, Arizona, Connecticut and
Colorado to invest almost $1,150,000
by falsely representing that they were
investing the money in the stock market
through CJ’s Financial, an investment
firm they started in 2009,

Campbell, the chief financial officer
and Wozniak, who called himself the
founder and chief executive officer
operated CJF out of Campbell’s Canton
Township home

According to the task force, Campbell
and Wozniak made false and fraudulent
promises and representations to poten-
tial investors via the CJF website, direct
communications and investor financial
services agreements.

They are accused of representi
CJF “would make daily stock trade
on each investor’s behalf through a TD
Ameritrade account; that investment
would never lose value; that monthly
returns would be 10-20 percent; tha
capital gains taxes on investment prof-
its would be paid by CJF; that money
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