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CONNECTION
Halloween photos

Share a photo of your favorite

Halloween decoration (your home,

your pumpkin, your costume,
other) with readers at home-
townlife.com (see the Reader
Submitted Photo Gallery on the
homepage) and you could win a
prize!

Post your photo, then we will
ask hometownlife.com visitors to
vote. The top
three vote-
getters will
wina prize.

A First prizeis
two tickets
(inasuite)
tothe Nov.
29 Carrie
Underwood
“Play On
Tour" concert at The Palace with
special quests Sons of Sylviaand
Billy Currington.

Second prize is two tickets to
Rock of Ages, Nov. 9, at the Fisher
Theatre featuring Constantine
Maroulis, the ‘American Idol' final-
ist who was nominated for a Tony
Award for his starring role in a
Broadway production. Third prize
is four movie passes to Emagine
Theatersin Canton or Novi or the
Palladium/Birmingham Theaterin
downtown Birmingham.

Readers can view the
Halloween gallery and recom-
mend your photo.

Be sure fo include a first and
last name and the town where
you live (only contestants from
Oakland, Washtenaw and Wayne
counties are eligible to win prizes,
but anyone can recommend a

Underwood

0).

Those wha share photos that
receive the most “recommend”
votes as of midnight, Oct. 31, win
prizes and will be published in the
Canton Observer.

Alumni outing

The Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Alumni
Committee sponsors the first
“Gathering @ the Gridiron” alumni
event 5307 p.m. Friday, Oct.22.

The event s an Alumni Tailgate
fo take place before Canton and
Salem high schools face offina
prep football game. The Alumni
Tent will be set up south of the
Canton parking lot and will feature
food, music and high school
memories. Cost is $5.

For more information, call (734)
9811971 or visit www.alumni.plym-
outh-cantonschools.net

Candidate forum

The League of Women Voters
of Northwest Wayne County hosts
acandidate forum featuring can-
didates for the Tth state Senate
and 20th and 2Ist state House
districts Monday at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hillin Canton.

Candidates for the 7th Senate
seat (Plymouth, Canton, Northville
and downriver) include Democrat
Kathleen Law, Republican Patrick
Colbeck, independents John
Stewart and Michael Kheibari and
Libertarian Marlin Brandys. That
forum takes place 7-8 p.m.

Candidates for the 20th House
seat (Plymouth, Canton, Northville
and Wayne) are Democrat Joan
Wadsworth and Republican Kurt
Heise. Running for the 2Ist House
(Canton, Belleville and Van Buren)
seat are incumbent Democrat
Dian Slavens and Republican Lori
Levi. That forum runs 89 pm.

The Village Theater at Cherry
Hill s at 50400 Cherry Hill

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

While members of one school
board are pondering whether they
want Dr. Craig Fiegel to lead their
school district, the members of

Fiegel

= the Plymouth-Canton Community

Schools Board of Education decid-
ed they didn't.

Plymouth-Canton’s board voted
4.-3 Tuesday not to renew the
contract of Fiegel, the district’s
superintendent who is in the final
year of his three-year contract.
The move came one night before

Fiegel returned for a second
interview before the Walled Lake
Consolidated Schools Board of
Education.

Treasurer Judy Mardigian and
trustees John Jackson, Adrienne

Please see FIEGEL, A2

Do you think the Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education did the right
thing in denying Supt. Craig Fiegel a
contract extension? E-mail your opin:
ion to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

-

Royal Rocks
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Brett Foster and Jessica Pierce celebrated Friday after being selected Salem High School’s Homecoming
King and Queen. The night turned out better for Foster and Pierce than it did for the Rocks, who lost their
homecoming tilt to Northville, 49-7. The loss dropped Salem to 0-5 overall, 0-3 in the KLAA Central.

Incumbent, challenger
spar over 21st House seat

Slavens touts first-term accomplishments

BY DARRELL CLEM
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

State Rep. Dian Slavens touted
her bipartisan approach, efforts
to lure new industry to Michigan,
strong voting record and support
for slashing legislative salaries and

benefits as reasons she believes
21st District voters will return her
to the state House.

“Ifeel like I've done a fantastic
Jjob in my first term,” said Slavens,
D-Canton.

Slavens, 52, faces Republican
challenger and small business

owner Lori Levi in the Nov. 2 gen-
eral election. The winner will earn
atwo-year term and represent the
21st District, which includes most
of Canton, Van Buren Township
and Belleville.

Please see SLAVENS, A5

Levi ‘doing more, faster’ in state House bid

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Republican state House can-
didate Lori Levi, calling herself
a proudly conservative “political
outsider” dedicated to limited
government and free enterprise,

predicted she can win the 21st
District seat over a Democratic
incumbent.

“T'have a very aggressive work
ethic that few people can match,”
she said. “T do whatever it takes to
get the job done.”

Levi, a 43-year-old small busi-
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ness owner and Canton resident,
faces Democrat state Rep. Dian
Slavens in a hotly contested

race after defeating GOP rival
Shannon Price — who had solid
support from local Republican
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Canton votes
for tax hike

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Amid support from residents
who fear plunging revenues
could gut their police and
fire services, Canton’s elected
leaders voted 6-0 Tuesday to
impose a tax increase to thwart
a budget deficit that could oth-
erwise mushroom to nearly $15
million within two years.

Yet, local officials conceded
they still have to secure $1.8
million in employee conces-
sions and whack spending by
$1.7 million to rescue the town-
ship from worsening budget
woes largely fueled by a sharp
decline in property tax rev-

’s a matter of survival,”
township Trustee John
Anthony said.

Canton property owners
will see a 1.75-mill tax hike for
police and fire services when
they receive their tax bills in
December. Officials say an
average homeowner with an
$89,100 taxable value will pay
an additional $12.99 a month,
or nearly $156 a year.

RESIDENTS WILLING

A majority of residents
attending a Tuesday evening
public hearing by the Canton
Township Board of Trustees —
and two earlier public forums
— indicated they are willing to
absorb a tax hike. The increase
will generate an estimated $5.4
million a year and raise the
combined tax rate for police
and fire services and the gen-
eral fund from 8.65 mills to
10.40 mills.

Canton resident and Livonia
business owner Rich Keenan
spoke in favor of the township

board’s decision to raise taxes
to protect police and fire ser-
vices, even though he described
himself as a fervent anti-tax
conservative.

“People want their families
to be Keenan said after
Tuesday’s vote.

Canton officials had to set
local tax rates by Oct. 1 and
notify Wayne County.

To be sure, township officials
heard token public opposition
from critics who said recession-
battered residents, especially
those who have lost jobs or who
have fixed incomes, will be
hard hit by a tax hike that fol-
lows rising water-sewer rates
and other increases

“People are out of work, and
you're trying to tax your way
out of the problem,” revident
Martin Gondek said.

DEEPER CUTS

Trustee Todd Caccamo,
criticized for missing Tuesday’s
meeting due to job duties that
took him out of town, had
called for deeper budget cuts,
particularly in Canton Leisure
Services. He had indicated he
could only support a lesser tax
increase

During Tuesday’s meeting,
resident Tony Cauchi criticized
amo for missing numer-
ous township board sessions
for months and said he should
resign “and let someone else
take that seat.”

When contacted for a
response, Caccamo called his
absences “temporary” due to
job duties and said, “If it were
to continue and I thought I
could no longer satisfactorily
fulfill my duties, I would con-

Please see TAXES, A2

“No Equity” Home
Improvement Loans.

COMMUNITY

right here right for you

www.cfcu.org « (877) 937-2328

N e T L IR L T AT @IS VP SN WX



mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://www.cfcu.org

R «©

Observer & Eccentric

| Thursday, September 30, 2010

TAXES

FROM PAGE A1

sider (resigning). I get far too
many positive comments that
outweigh that at the moment.”

Even Caccamo’s board col-
leagues have taken aim at
him. Anthony, for example,
dismissed suggestions of even
deeper cuts to Canton Leisure
Services, saying “political pos-
turing” could lead to the sale
of local golf courses and the
closing of facilities such as the
recreational Summit on the
Park and the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill.

TOUGH CHOICE

“We could turn our parks
into cornfields, but this still
would not address the $14 mil-
lion budget deficit,” Anthony
said, calling such options
“unacceptable.”

Meanwhile, board members
who voted 6-0 to raise taxes
for police and fire services said
their decision was difficult,
even though ballot measures
approved by voters more than
30 years ago gave officials the
authority.

Trustee Pat Williams called
it the hardest decision he has
made as an elected official and
said he has friends who have
lost their homes. He called the
tax hike “painful” and said “it
hurts, but it’s the right deci-
sion.”

Assessor Doug Shaw said
Canton’s residential property
assessments have plunged
39 percent over a three-year
period. Moreover, commercial
assessments have plummeted
33 percent and industrial loss-
es are expected to reach 15-20
percent

Supervisor Phil LaJoy said
Canton has lost more than
$8 million a year in property
tax revenues, and he said the
depth of budget problems

became chillingly clear as local

officials began a multi-year
approach to financial plan-
ning.

Canton’s taxable value has
fallen by $1 billion since 2007,
and auditors have warned it
could take 14 years to recover.

Resident Greg Demopoulos
told the township board
Tuesday he doesn't want to see

crime increase due to layoffs of

police officers.

“We cannot lose one officer,”
he said.

Canton has 86 sworn police
officers and 62 firefighters —
fewer employees per 1,000 resi-
dents than other metro Detroit
communities of comparable
size, Public Safety Director
Patrick Nemecek said.

LAYOFFS POSSIBLE

During a public forum
Monday, resident Nancy
Schlager, a nurse, said the
township may have to con-
sider layoffs. She said families
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on fixed incomes can't afford
higher taxes, and her retiree
husband, Robert Schlager,
agreed.

“I'm getting tired of living
like this. It's reaching the point
where there’s no more money
in the till,” he said, adding that
Michigan isn't in a recession,
“we’re in a depression.”

Residents such as Mike
Andro, however, voiced sup-
port Monday for the public
safety tax hike, saying the
increase has been offset by
falling property values that
ushered in lower tax bills.

“I'm more than happy to pay
what I've been paying for years
for the public safety,” he said.

Township officials have
said the tax increase will be
accompanied by $1.7 million
in spending cuts in the Public

“Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking place
in the community. ltems will run ona
space-available basis. Send details to
bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Wrestling boosters

The Salem Wrestling Boosters
are sponsoring a Euchre
Tournament Saturday, Nov.

6, 2010 at The Elks Club in
Plymouth, located at 41700 Ann
Arbor Road.

Players must be 21 years of age

to participate. The player/reg-

AROUND CANTON

istration fee is $25 and includes
cash prizes, 50/50 drawing,
raffles and complimentary food
along with a cash bar. The top
(3) individuals will share 30
percent of the total entry fees.
Limited space is available.

Contact Rich Rohn at rrohn@
tmgwest.com or visit the Salem
Wrestling web site at “wrestling.
salemrocks.com” for more infor-
mation.

Service salute

Canton’s Veterans Day Salute
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to Service takes place 6-8:30
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 11, at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill,
50400 Cherry Hill in Canton.

Organizers are looking for
anyone who would like to display
memorabilia during the event.
Anyone who'd like to take advan-
tage of the opportunity should
contact Sean Fletcher via e-mail
at sean.fletcher@canton-mi.org
or call (734) 394-5472.

The focus this year will be
on Korean War veterans. The
Canton Cable Studio will be

“Source: Canton Twp.

Safety, Leisure Services and
Municipal Services depart-
ments. Officials have delayed
purchases such as certain
police and fire equipment.

Publicly at least, employee
groups have been quiet as
township leaders have openly
called for concessions in
wages, health care and unpaid
furlough days. Anthony said
Tuesday the proposal essen-
tially calls for a 5-percent wage
cut and a 10-percent increase
in health care co-pays.

Even as talks are ongoing,
elected officials have repeat-
edly mentioned $1.8 million
in concessions during public
meetings.

“We need that number,”
LaJoy said during Monday’s
public forum. “We're going to
get that number.”

recording interviews with
Korean veterans. Veterans who
are interested in volunteering
to be interviewed may contact
Cable TV studio manager Dave
Harris at (734) 398-5241.

Those who participate will be
invited to the Salute to Service
program and be honored during
the program.

They will receive a DVD of
their interview.

The interviews will be com-
piled into a presentation for the
Salute to Service program.
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“Your Feet...
Our Passion”
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Davis and Dianne Gonzalez
voted not to renew Fiegel's
contract. Board President
Steven Sneideman, Vice
President Barry Simescu and
Secretary Nancy Eggenberger
voted in favor of the motion.

“I made a decision two years
ago, and I've stuck with it,”
said Gonzalez, the only board
member who voted against
Fiegel’s hiring two years ago
(Jackson wasn't on the board
then). “I didn’t feel his back-
ground was conducive to this
district. My concern is our
superintendent courageously
attempts to do so many things
... without consulting the team.
I believe we've encouraged col-
laboration, to no avail.”

Fiegel, whose status has
been the subject of debate in
recent months, remained phil-
osophical about the decision.

“That’s what (the board) gets
elected to do, and they have a
right to do it,” Fiegel said. “I
continue to stand by my efforts
here. I stand by my character.
When you look at leadership,
that's what you look at first. I
think I did the right things for
the right reasons.”

PUBLIC SUPPORT

The large crowd gathered
at Tuesday’s meeting seemed
to agree. More than a dozen
people spoke during the citizen
comments portion of the meet-
ing, urging the board to renew
Fiegel’s contract.

“I think the board should
renew (Fiegel’s) contract now,
rather than later, and for three
years, not one,” resident Linda
Waldeck said. “If you don't,
he'll be snapped up by another
district, and we'll be spending
money on another expensive
search, and I'd rather that
money went back into the
classroom.”

The community support
— “That felt good. It was very

nice,” Fiegel said — didn’t sway

the decision.

Mardigian, the longest-
serving member of the board
and one who voted in favor of
Fiegel’s hiring two years ago,
objected to the addition of the
resolution to the agenda at a
time when Fiegel is interview-
ing for a job in another dis-
trict. Walled Lake trustees are
expected to make a decision as
soon as next week on their new
superintendent.

“I think this is the wrong
move tonight,” Mardigian
said. “He’s in the middle of a
job search. ... I'm disappointed
it’s on the agenda. I have con-
cerns about the movement
away from collaboration. I
have talked to many people
throughout the district who

have concerns.”

CONTINUITY NEEDED

Simescu and Eggenberger
argued a district that has
changed superintendents
five times in 14 years should
strive for continuity, particu-
larly in the face of a slate of
retiring administrators next
year — Deputy Supt. Ken
Jacobs, Assistant Supt. for
Instructional Services Cindy
Swift, Director of Student
Services Bob Hayes and
Human Resources Director
Ray Bihun are all retiring after
this school year — and unpar-
alleled academic achievement
the last couple of years.

Brooming Fiegel now, they
argued, would make it tougher
to draw not only a new super-
intendent, but also replace-
ments for all of the leaders the
administration is losing.

“If you're an administrator
and thinking about applying
here, and you don’t know who
your superintendent is, or if
you're afraid he’s going to be
gone in a couple of years, why
would you want to come here?”
Eggenberger said.

Gonzalez said she'd talked
to many people who work in
the district who were airaid to
speak up about their concerns
over Fiegel for fear of losing
their jobs. She said those con-
cerns are what kept teachers
from speaking Tuesday.

“I think it speaks volumes,”
Gonzalez said of the lack of
teachers in the audience. “1
speak for the silent majority.”

STAFFERS SPEAK

While no district staff spoke
up against Fiegel, three of the
speakers who supported him
were on staff in the district.

“I think we're about to
make a mistake,” said Mark
LaPointe, the Central Middle
School athletic director who
has spent 37 years teaching at
Central. “The carousel is going,
round and round again. I think
(Fiegel) needs to be on board
... he needs time. I really firmly
believe if we do not renew,
we're making a big mistake.”

In the end, the decision
not to renew Fiegel's contract
left residents in the audience
befuddled and angry.

“I'm upset this board
can't function together,”
said Elizabeth Carlson of
Plymouth, who has put three
children through the district,
including one still at Canton
High School. “I'm very disap-
pointed. We're going to waste
alot of money. The problem
is some board members want
to be the administration, and
they're not.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
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Mosher:

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Natalie Mosher supports
the stimulus plan passed
by Congress and believes
governmental spending in
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act can help
turn the economy around.

“I think we can bring it close
to home, by investing in alter-
native energy,” Mosher said.
“Right in our own backyard
in Livonia, we had the A123
plant that just opened up. It's
North America’s largest lithi-
um ion auto battery plant.”

Currently 300 employees are
employed. Mosher said 3,000
will eventually be employed
there.

“These are really good-paying
Jobs; they certainly can sustain
afamily, I think it gets us off the
dependence on oil that we do
need to get off of,” Mosher said.
“So I do support the recovery
act money and I'm really happy
to see it come back.

“Unfortunately, my oppo-

timulus plan is

Natalle Mosher

nent has voted against this
time and again in terms of
alternative energy and in favor
of big oil.”

BUSINESSES NEED CREDIT
Mosher believes businesses
need to be able to obtain loans.

“We have to provide credit to
small business,” Mosher said.
“Small businesses are the eco-
nomic engine of our country;
they do create the jobs. We do
need to work in partnership.”
One of the most pressing

issues facing small businesses
in southeast Michigan is the
loss of capital and credit,
Mosher said.

“I've been knocking on doors.
If someone will open up and
share with me that they own
a small business, they are not
able to get any credit. If they
could get credit, they certainly
would be able to hire people
and expand their business.

“We need to work in concert,
government with business. It's
a true partnership.”

Moshu believes the finan-
‘some
" reform. “We need
to end the predatory lend-
ing practices of the banking
industry, regulate the high-
risk behavior of hedge fund
managers on Wall Street,
close corporate tax loopholes,
encourage companies to keep
jobs in Michigan rather than
outsourcing them overseas and
keep lobbyists away from law-
makers,” Mosher said. Smart
government policies will help
small businesses create jobs.

working

FEDERAL RESERVE NEEDS
OVERSIGHT

Mosher would like to use
congressional oversight of the
Federal Reserve to ensure that
the U.S. monetary policy sup-
ports the interests of small
businesses and entrepreneurs
and “not just those of big cor-
porations.”

Mosher proposes tax incen-
tives for small businesses who
hire new employees and for
businesses that hire in high
unemployment areas like
southeast Michigan.

Mosher also supports tax
cuts for middle-class families.
“Middle-class families are pa;
ing too much in payroll ta
Mosher said. She promised to
work to reform the tax code “so
that the wealthiest Americans
pay their fair share,” she said.

“There’s nothing wrong with
making money,” Mosher said.
“We just need to ensure some
basic fairness in our tax policy

kabramcz@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2591

McCotter: Tax relief means more jobs

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Thaddeus McCotter believes
the stimulus plan is not work-
ing, and thinks tax relief is
necessary so families can
weather the economic storm.

“The stimulus has not even
lived up to what its proponents
have said,” McCotter said.

The stimulus plan was an
attempt to keep unemployment
at 8.5 percent, but with interest,
it put the country a $1 trillion
further in the hole, McCotter
said. Stimulus plan supporters,
including U.S. Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke, now
realize there isn't much left to
that plan to get the economy
going, McCotter said.

“As we've see with the $26
billion attempt to bail out states
and others, there’s not going to
be a simple spending solution
to this,” McCotter said. “In fact,
what the spending will continue
to do, and we've already seen
this, it will continue to deepen
the recession and prolong it
because the fiscal situation of
the United States is untenable.

“What you have to have,
and again this is not a novel
approach, but you have to have
tax relief that allows people,
especially families and small
businesses, to weather the
storm and regain their con-

Thaddeus McCotter

fidence,” McCotter said. “For
small business to be hiring
again, you have to make sure
the larger investors put their
money into investment and
creation of jobs, rather than
hold it back, or rather than
feel that there is no utility to
it because the profit incen-
tive has been marginalized or
minimized to the point that
they don't want to do it.”

TOXIC ASSETS REMAIN
McCotter, who opposed the
‘Wall Street bailout, said that
bailout was unacceptable and
problems remain with the bank-
ing industry because the “zombie
banks are floating around.”
“The Wall Street bailout
did nothing to clean those
toxic assets out of the system,”
McCotter said. “It did nothing

to decentralize the banking
system in the United States by
taking the large failed com-
panies that had put us in this
position ahd break them up
and wall them off”

Instead the smaller commu-
nity banks have had regulations
tightened up when they weren't
the problem, McCotter said.

The bipartisan banking
reform through the Troubled
Asset Relief Program was a
failure. “It will continue to be
the one largest drag on this
economy,” McCotter said.

To address the problem, the
failed banks should be walled
off and broken up. “We're
still talking about AIG at this
point,” McCotter said. Much
of the debt and toxic assets
remained parked at AIG even
after AIGs and TARP bail-
outs, McCotter said.

McCotter believes banks
will continue to carry the toxic
assets and not free up capital
for the public. Without that
infused capital and cleanup of
the toxic assets, there won't be
a solution, McCotter said.

MANUFACTURERS NEED CAPITAL
“States like Michigan which
are capital intensive in the
manufacturing sector are going
to continue to suffer,” McCotter
said. “What's worse is federal
regulators are coming into our

community banks and forcing
them to write down their books
and telling them to recapitalize
outside. They weren't the peo-
ple who caused the problem.
These are things that were not
addressed.”

McCotter hopes that
Congress will recognize that
TARP failed.

On tax relief, McCotter said
about 40-50 Democrats have
signed on to let the tax cuts
continue. He believes the tax
cuts have enough votes in the
House, but he doesn't know
about the Senate.

“You have to do it because if
you don't do it, you will have the
people with the greatest abil-
ity to invest and create jobs not
going to do it,” McCotter said.
“They will sit on the sidelines
because their rate of return on
investment will be diminished,

“Right now, that probably is
the worst place you want to start
especially with the banks being
frozen. You want to get private
equity investment from outside
of these financial institutions to
start to come back in, to start to
reinvest in the economy.

“If you tell them they
aren't welcome or tell them
that they've somehow done
something wrong where they
merit special disparate treat-
ment under the tax laws, then
they’re not going to do it.”

Strateqy series focuses on social networking

It’s no secret social network-
ing has changed the face of
the nation — and the business
world is no exception.

Two experts will discuss the
issue during a program, “Social
Networking 201: Beyond the
Chat,” set for 7:30-9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 13, at the

1 Year GD

Visit one of our 25 branch locations, call 800-321-0032 for details,

APY

Summit on the Park banquet
center in Canton.

It’s part of the Strategies of
Success series sponsored by the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
and Canton Township — a
series designed to help busi-
nesses connect to resources
and to arm them with informa-
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tion intended to spur succes

The social networking ses-
sion will feature Amy Lee,
Canton Public Library business
librarian, and Brenda Meller,
Walsh College marketing man-
ager.

Space is limited. Attendees
are asked to register by

J o

Wednesday, Oct. 6, by calling
the chamber at (734) 453-
4040.

Cost is $15 per person for
Canton busin and Canton
chamber members. The fee is
$25 for non-Canton businesses
and non-Canton chamber
members.

%

2.20

3 Year CD

ly withdr

o Year GD

MBT

Monroe Bank & Trust
Downriver

awal

Highland ‘
| |
Milford
| S i
Lyon TWp. Wixom ‘ ‘
South Lyon Nov ¢ |
| Oakland County § 4
Northville ~ Wayne County o ,
e
PlymouthTwp.  Livonia g |
Plymouth =
Westland
Garden City |
Canton

McCo

vie for Congress

Republican Thaddeus
McCotter and Democrat
Natalie Mosher are

ning for a two-year

for the 11th Congressional
District of Michigan,
which includes the west-
stern
Oakland County commu-
Canton, Garden
City, Livonia, Northville,
Novi, Plymouth, Milford,
Redford Township, South
Lyon and Westland, as well
as other communities

A Livonia reside)
McCotter was elec

ern Wayne and we:

nities of C

2002 to Congress.

elected by his colleagues
in November 2006 to

serve as chairman

Republican House Policy
Committee. McCotter

is also a member of the
House Financial Services
Committee, where he
serves on the Capital
Markets, Insurance and
Government Sponsored
Enterprises and the
Housing and Community

tter, Mosher

Opportunity subcommit-
tees.

McCotter, an attorney, I
also was elected to the
Schooleraft College Board [
of Trustees, the Wayne
County Commission and
the state Senate.

McCotter is a graduate
of Catholic Central High
School, the University of
Detroit and the University |
of Detroit Law School.

Mosher of Canton is a
former school teacher. She

run-
term

nt, served on the Erie (Ohio) 1
ted in County Commission, is
He was aformer director of her I
county’s American Cancer [
Society organization, for- ‘
mer chief development offi- |
cer of the Detroit Riverfront
Conservancy and director
of the National Retiree
Volunteer Coalition. Mosher
received her bachelor’s
degree in education from
Michigan State University.
Members of Congress
receive an annual salary of
$174,000.
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Drug collection

Canton police collected a

startling 51 pounds of pre-
scription drugs during a one-
day collection Saturday that
allowed residents to drop off
unused drugs without ques-
tion.

Sgt. Mark Gajeski con-
firmed the amount of prescrip-
tion drugs collected at the
Canton Police Department and
turned over to the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration
for proper disposal.

It’s the first time Canton
had participated in such a pro-
gram.

The program — here and
elsewhere — came as law-
enforcement officials seek to
combat abuse of prescription
drugs. Gajeski had said it’s
important not to flush such
medications because, even in
trace amounts, they can get
into the water system.

Footsteps at night

A woman who lives on
Saltz west of Lilley called
police after she woke up, heard

her dog barking and noticed
akitchen light go on and off
quickly inside her kitchen. The
incident happened about 2:30
a.m. when no one should have
been in the room.

The woman told police she* *
hear footsteps in the kitchen
and living room. Police officers
reported finding a doorwall
open at the residence.

Nothing was reported miss-
ing.

Retail fraud

Two juveniles were cited

for retail fraud following
an incident that happened at
7 p-m. Saturday at the Kohl’s
store on Ford Road west of
Sheldon.

A store loss-prevention offi-
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cer saw two suspects — one
male and one female — place
fragrance gift sets in a back-
pack and a coat. The female
also was accused of stealing a
brassiere.

The young people were leav-
ing the store when they were
confronted. According to
police reports, the fragrances
were named after pop stars
Britney Spears, Usher and
Beyonce.

Open door

A man told police he
returned home to find

the front door of his home
had been entered sometime
between 5 p.m. and 6:10 p.m.
Sunday on Lone Wolf, south-
west of Haggerty and Palmer.

He told police nothing
appeared to be out of place.
He said he had left a washer
and dryer turned on when he
left the home — and he said
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the noise may have scared an
intruder off.

Spray paint damage

A woman who works at

The Crossings, southeast of
1-275 and Joy, reported that
someone spray-painted two
vehicles that belong to her. She
said the incident happened
between 8 p.m. Saturday and 8
a.m. Sunday on Honeytree.

She said someone spray-
painted the word “b*tch” on one
vehicle. Someone also sprayed
paint on a small trailer attached
to the back of one of the vehicles.

GPS gone

A man reported that some-

one broke into his Ford
Escape and stole his GPS unit
while it was parked near Meisel
Sysco, Van Born and Haggerty,
around 3:20 p.m. Friday. The
man also said someone took
$40 from a center console. The
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driver-side window of his vehicle
had been smashed out.

Video vandal

A woman who lives on

Palmer Road east of Sheldon
told police someone went into
her home and stole her son’s
xBox and video games, along
with a container of coins,
between 8:30 a.m. and 2:45 p.m.
last Thursday.

There didn't appear to be
any signs of forced entry. The
woman said the family leaves a
key near their front porch.

Burgled vehicles

Canton police arrested a
man who admitted he had
taken several items from parked
vehicles. He told police he was

homeless.

The man was arrested about
4:30 a.m. last Thursday near
Sheldon and Fair, according to
police reports. The suspect told
police he had stolen Vicodin,

a GPS unit and an iPod from
vehicles near Cherry Hill and
Sheldon.

Police had the man retrace
his steps, and they returned the
items to their owners.

Nail shop nailing
Police arrested a mah for
breaking into the Tic Tac
Nails store on Ford Road east of
Morton Taylor around 1 a.m. last
Thursday.

Police went to the store after
receiving a report of a possible
break-in. Officers caught a
man who was in the process of
stealing three flat-screen TVs
from the business, according
to police reports.

The man was arrested at the
scene.

Compiled by Staff Writer Darrell
Clem from Canton Police Department
reports
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1-Eleven suspects
are bound for trial

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Two of three defendants
accused of robbing a Canton
convenience store have been
ordered to stand trial in
Wayne County Circuit Court.

Teron Lesyd Daniels, 21, of
Ann Arbor, and Nico Chavez
Peterson, 20, of Ypsilanti, are
facing trial amid charges they
robbed the 7-Eleven store on
Warren near Morton Taylor
around 3:50 a.m. Saturday,
Sept. 11.

Daniels and Peterson are
facing trial after they volun-
tarily waived their right to a
preliminary hearing Friday in
35th District Court — a deci-
sion that averted testimony.

However, a third defendant,
19-year-old Dan Christian
Paul of Ypsilanti, will have
to wait until Friday, Oct. 15,
to learn whether he will face
trial. Paul was in a hospi-
tal Friday, though it wasn’t
known why, and he is expect-
ed to return to court by mid-
October.

The trio has been charged
following an incident in which
a handgun was pointed near
the head of a female clerk. No
shots were fired and no one
was hurt during the holdup.

Canton police stopped
an alleged getaway car and
arrested the three defendants,
who were arraigned Sept. 13
by 35th District Judge Ronald
Lowe.

Paul, Daniels and Peterson
all face armed robbery charg-
es. Paul also was charged with
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Peterson

Daniels

felony firearm, and Peterson
was slapped with a charge of
having less than 25 grams of
cocaine in his possession.

If convicted, all three
defendants could face pen-
alties ranging up to life in
prison.

Lowe had ordered all three
men jailed with a $100,000
cash bond, and Paul was
expected to be returned to jail
after he leaves the hospital.

Canton police officers
had been dispatched to the
7-Eleven store after they
received reports of a robbery
in progress. According to
police reports, one man ran
behind the counter and point-
ed a gun at the female clerk,
and another suspect held a
bag in which the worker was
ordered to place an unknown
amount of money.

The two men fled the store
and were captured within
moments, along with a third
suspect, when police spotted
a green Chrysler Sebring near
Morton Taylor and Oakbrook.
The trio was handcuffed and
taken into custody without
incident.
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SLAVENS

FROM PAGE A1

Slavens acknowledged during
an interview what many political
observers have long said — that
Canton, with an increasingly
diverse population, has become
closely split between Democrats
and Republicans. Yet, even in
an election year when many vot-
ers appear restless and ready for
change, Slavens predicted she will
fend offa challenge from Levi, a
tireless campaigner.

FIRST-TIME WIN

Slavens gave Democrats the
edge in the 21st District after she
defeated GOP candidate Todd
LaJoy two years ago for the seat

! Molly, son Patrick

Slavens )

THE SLAVENS FILE

| Who: Dian Slavens, 52

| What: Incumbent candidate, 21st state House seat

g (Canton, Belleville and Van Buren)

d Number of years in the district: 22 years

Family: Husband Mark Slavens, daughters Damey and

Education: Associate’s degree in allied health, graduate

of respiratory therapy, registered respiratory therapist
Professional background: Respiratory therapist
Related experience: State representative 2008-present
Community involvement: Sunday school teacher and LOGO instructor at
Geneva Presbyterian Church, parent volunteer at Plymouth-Canton Schools

Website: www.dianslavens.com

bipartisan freshman caucus she
said has worked hard to reach
across party lines, end petty bick-
ering and place recession-ravaged
Michigans economic needs ahead

advanced battery industry to
Michigan, saying the state has
long had the reputation of “motor
capital” and “we need to be the
electric car capital, too.” She said

formerly held by LaJoy’ father, of partisan politics. the bill already has produced
Phil LaJoy, now the Canton “Together we need to focus on results.
Township supervisor. Moreover, getting jobs here in Michigan and Slavens also helped lead the
Slavens trumpeted a legislative improving education,” Slavens charge to eliminate lifetime
record she said should make 21st said. health-care benefits for state
District voters proud. She sponsored a bill she said legaslators. Although her bill
Slavens became involved in a provided tax incentives to lure also would have eliminated the
lEVI Though she has acknowledged ~ believes state government should
‘Tea Party support, Levi also has be cut “drastically” and has said
FROM PAGE A1 said she has waged a campaign the state should sharpenits focus
that appeals to a broad base of on providing key services such
heavyweights — in the August voters who share her views for cut-  as public safety, a better infra-
primary. ting business taxes, streamlining structure and equitable education
Levi, who has described herself  regulations, improving Michigans ~ funding.
as “unapologetically pro-God, pro-  infrastructure, slashing govern- Although many local GOP
life, pro-gun and pro-freedom,” ment spending and allowing the heavyweights had backed Price
is waging an aggressive, door-to-  free market to thrive. in the August primary, Levi said
door campaign in a district that “I'take no votes for granted,” she believes Republicans will now
includes most of Canton, Van Levi said. “Tam a political outsid-  support her in the general election
Buren Township and Belleville. er, and I think people arelooking ~ because, she said, most realize the
After her pimary victory, Levi  for someone who is not a politi- ultimate goal is to get “conserva-
said she is “doing more, faster”by  cian, who has business experience  tive, business-minded people”
working hard throughout the dis-  and who can make decisions not elected to state offices.
trict to reach voters whowill take  based on how it will look politi- Levi believes she has a solid
their support of her conservative cally or what my party will think”  chance of winning the 21st
values to the Nov. 2 general elec- — but what she views as best for District seat, which shifted from
tion polls. Michigan. Republicans to the Democrats
Jjust two years ago when Slavens
FLIPPING SIDES SELF-DESCRIPTION defeated GOP nominee Todd
Levi pointed to one organiza- Levi describes herselfas LaJoy — son of former state Rep.
tion called MIRS (Michigan “conservative first, Republican Phil LaJoy, now Canton Township
Information & Research Service) ~ next.” Sheis a pro-life, pro- SUPervisor.
that has placed the 21st District Second Amendment, National Levi acknowledged that Slavens
among the top 15 House seats Rifle Association member who has certain tools as an incumbent,
most likely to flip parties this has called for phasing out the such as mailings from her office
November. Michigan Business Taxand seek-  to her constituents, and Levi
MIRS said its assessment isless  ing a fairer, flat corporate taxshe  didn't quibble with such advan-
about Slavens and more about said “would create a stable playing  tages.
Levi's tireless campaign efforts field.” “T've got to catch up with the
and pro-Tea Party views — popu- She also opposes tax subsidies name recognition,” Levi said,
lar among certain voters who have  for select industriesand favorsan ~ “but I believe the anti-incumbent,
rallied against established politi- overall lower tax structure aided anti-Democratic mood is working
cians. by a free market. She vehemently in my favor.”
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perk for current lawmakers, she
said her colleagues ultima
approved a measure only for
future-elected legislators.

PAY CUT

Regardless, she said she gave up
the benefit for herself, because “to
me, it’s the right thing to do.”

Some critics have said she didn't
stand to lose lifetime health care
because she is married to Wayne
County Circuit Judge Mark
Sle he responded to those

P during an interview,
\nmg it’s “not true” that her hus-
band has lifetime health care.

Slavens also co-sponsored a
bill that she said is set to slash
legislative salaries by 10 percent
from their current $79,650. She
said lawmakers needed to lead by
example and show they are willing
to cut their own benefits in a state
where many private-sector work-
ers have lost jobs and benefits.

Slavens said she knows people
who now have food-aid Bridge
Cards who never thought they
would be faced with such a reality:

THE LEVI FILE
Who: Lori Levi, 43

Family: Husband of 12

Residency: 16 years

Levi

Slavens also called for continued
efforts to help small businesses
saying the jobs they produce are
what is needed to help Michigan
recover. She called for greater
efforts to remove government
roadblocks and to streamline the
process for business owners seek-
ing to set up shop.

Moreover, Slavens said
Michigan’s economic success
remains tied to the need to pro-
vide schools and teachers with the
resources they need to prepare
students to work in a highly edu-
cated workforce. However, she
said simply throwing more money
at education isn't the answer.

Slavens said tough decisions,
such as having smaller school dis-
tricts explore consolidation efforts
to save money, are needed.

“We have to be realistic,” she
said, adding that “the money’s just
not there” to continue the status
quo.

Like many candidates, Slavens
said she supports phasing out or
mdunng the Michigan Business

Tax and exploring other options,

| What:Republican candidate, 2Ist state House district
A

years, Brian; stepsons Jeffrey (19) and

P Jeremy (18), daughters Porscha (9) and Brietta (4)

Community involvement: Chamber of Commerce, Rotary
participation (not member), Northridge Church. Volunteer for

Canton Township events - Christmas in Action, River Cleanup,
(Open Door Ministry Food Bank, Northridge Church security team and book store.

Provides multiple community safety progra
Hobbies: Snowmobiling, boating, traveling,
safety programs.

ms mainly for women and children.
self-defense training and community

Related experience: Subcontractor HB Trucking Co. family business - Great Lakes
Sand Gravel. Fifteen years top sales and customer service award recipient at North

Brothers Ford.
Profession: SE Levi International (private fr

anchising, Internet-based) and owner of

Porscha Enterprises rental management company.

Education: High school graduate, some coll
motivational and self-development training

lege. Pursued entrepreneurial pursuits,

E-mail:lori@lorilevi.com Website: www.lorilevicom

Levi started her campaign
in earnest in January, and she
shows no signs of slowing down
as she enters her 10th month on
the trail. She said she takes time
to listen to voters she encounters,
and she doesn't mind spending
20 minutes at a single household
to hear their concerns.

“I will take time for them and

MAKE
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& Math [ study Skills
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listen to their concerns,” she said.
“I have a solutions-oriented, for-
ward-focused, positive agenda.”

Levi said she prefers not to
point blame for the state’s prob-
lems. She said it's time to stop
assigning blame and focus on fix-
ing the problems.

“I'm focusing on solutions,” she
said. “I don't care whose fault it is.”

The sooner Huntington steps in,
the sooner Grades step up!

Experience the Best Individualized
and One-on-one Programs in:
[ Spelling
[M'state Testing Prep
[\ SAT, ACT, PSAT

® Writing

suchascl
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serves as co-chair of a
House committee on senior citi-
zen health and benefits, and she
also serves on other panels such as
ethics/elections and health policy
If re-elected, she said she would
like to chair a committee on fam-
ilyand children services

In her first term, Slavens said
she amassed a 100-percent voting
record. And though she said her
legislative duties in Lansing have
made it more difficult for her to
spend as much time campaigning
as Levi has, she said she feels an
obhigation to be on the job.

‘T'm working hard,” she said.
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Food, wine event: A delicious way to
raise money for Schoolcraft students

ood, beverage and dessert purveyors from near (metro

O Detroit) and far (northern Michigan) offered tasty sam-

‘ plings for a good cause last Sunday at the 19th annual
Schoolcraft College Culinary Extravaganza. Nearly 700
- people tasted samples from 50 vendors.

Guests sampled breads from Zingerman'’s Bakehouse, biscotti
and shortbread from The Biscotti Bar Bakery in Plymouth, crab
cakes from the Schoolcraft Culinary Department and cupcakes
from both the Cupcake Station in Birmingham and Just Baked
(a cupcake shop and bakery) in Livonia. The pulled pork mini-
sandwiches offered by Red Smoke Barbeque and the samples of
flavored vodka at the McCormick table were popular spots all
afternoon. ;

“We were very pleased with this year’s event,” said Marge
Lynch of Schoolcraft’s Special Events and Fundraising Office
and member of the 2010 Culinary Host Committee. “The res-
taurants were great — we even had two show up we didn’t know
about. Ticket sales exceeded last year and our volunteers were
wonderful.

“The most important part is that the proceeds will help our
students through scholarship support,” Lynch added. “This fall
our Financial Aid Office has been overwhelmed with students in
need of aid. The event also benefits the culinary arts department.
They use the funds to help with student support and for the stu-
dents to prepare for and to attend competitions.”

Supporting Sunday's event, which raised money for student scholarships,
were Linda and Jim McCann of Livonia and Brandon Kritzman, of New
Perspective Architects in Livonia. Linda McCann is the director of Community
Resources for the city of Livionia. Jim McCann is president of the Livonia
City Council.

Chris Rennolds of Plymouth (right) selects a cupcake from Just Baked (a
cupcake shop and bakery) in Livonia. Jordan Conn of Just Baked kept the
pastry table well-stocked with a delicious assortment of cupcakes.

MGM Resorts International Restaurant chefs prepare tuna samples for
culinary guests.

Schoolcraft President Conway Jeffress welcomes guests at the VIP reception
at Sunday's Culinary Extravaganza.

Getting ready to serve a delicious assortment of pastries
to patrons at the VIP reception are students Susan Summa
of Detroit, Lucianna Benavidez of Livonia and formerly of
Argentina and Geri Markley of Wayne.

Mothers and daughters: Enjoying Sunday's food and wine extravaganza for
the first time were (from left) Kristina and Kelly Johnson and Caroline and
Christina Hinkle, all of Livonia. “We have heard about the event for years
— this is our first time,” said Kristina Johnson.

Dick and Ana McDowell (from right) entertained friends Pete and Barbara
Lanza from Pittsburgh (from left) at Sunday’s food and wine event. Dick
McDowell is a former president of Schooolcraft College and serves as a
member of the sponsorship committee for the annual event.

Janice Quinn of Canton Township enjoys the desserts and
wine at Sunday's VIP culinary reception for sponsors
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350 S. Main Street « Downtown Plymouth
(734) 416-0100

Mondays
in October

1/2 Off Pizza & $5.00 Off Select Pastas
After 4:00 p.m.
Dine In Only
Not Valid with any other offers

Compairi’s voted top 25 pizzas by Detroit Free Press

"The bonus at Comparis' is that it's casual, classic, southern Italian food is every
, "It's all about excellent brick oven pizzas,
YY Y Yo7 SILVIA RECTOR - Detroit Free Press

bit as appealing as it's relaxed setting."

homey Italian-American favorites"

P

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Family Meal Deal

Served Family Style
House Salad - Bread Sticks

Brick Oven Pizza
$8.95

(approximately 2 slices per person)

(With 1 item additional items charged appropriately)
Minimum 3 diners - No groups - Not valid with any other offers

Penne Pasta w/meat or marinara sauce

Comparl S Happy Hour Mondcy-FndaY 4pm 6pm RLET

Casual Upscale Dmmg 2
with Reasonable Prices

380 S. Main Street
Downtown Plymouth

(734) 416-9340

October & November

Choice of

Pan Roasted Chicken Breast
Accompanied with Italian sausage,
mixed peppers and fingerling
potatoes.

Potato & Scallion Encrusted
Whitefish

Accompanied with creamed spinach.

Topped with apple wood smoked
bacon mustard vinaigrette

Only $12

Served with a Dinner Salad
Not valid with any other offer

Y717 Y7 "Mmm, good: Fiamma's a gem"

EMILIANA SANDOVAL the Detroit Free Press

b zipes] i
1/2 off all Appetizers
(Oysters excluded)
In the bar area after 7pm

Go to comparisdining.com for upcoming events, specials and discounts

With the purchase of a full price

beverage

THgsthys

1/2 off all Bottles of
Wine Under $100

YWl
WELIE JJ]
1/2 off Oysters

1/2 off all Bottles
of Champagne
Under $100

Fiamma Happy Hour Monday-Thursd

Go to fiammagrille.com for upcoming events, specials

3 Time Winner of
The Wine Spectator o
Award of Excellence!
Wior e

T
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Angela Hospice walkers remember loved ones

BY JULIE BROWN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Sheila Wofford of Canton
normally gets up early week-
days for her school bus driver
job. Sunday is church, leaving
Saturday for sleeping in

She made an important
exception Saturday for the
Angela Hospice Walk of
Remembrance, held on the
Felician Sisters’ grounds in
Livonia.

Wofford, husband Gary and
others from their family were
walking in memory of her
mom, Betty Monteith, who
died a year ago August.

“She had a wonderful life,”
Sheila Wofford said. “She had
nine children. Very outgoing,
always had something to say.
Apples don't fall too far from
the tree.”

GIVING BACK

Their family used Angela
Hospice services, and agreed
the Walk of Remembrance
was a great way to give back.

“I think it’s absolutely won-
derful,” Wofford said. “When
people do good things for

you, it’s always nice to give
back.”

Her mom lived with them
for six years when healthy.
They'd planned to use hospice
for home care, and used it in
the hospital.

The family was wearing
Betty’s picture, with a number
of other walkers wearing pho-
tos of their loved one as well
as name ribbons. Michael
Gluth of Westland, a Livonia
Franklin High sophomore,
was walking for “my grand-
ma, Ruth Gluth.” She died
three years ago.

Gluth, 15, was joined by
his mom, brother, grandfa-
ther, aunt and uncle walk-
ing Saturday. “I like it,” the
teen said of the Walk of
Remembrance. “It’s good
there's a way to remember.

“She was really nice,” Gluth
added of his grandmother.
“Just everything” is what he
loved about her.

Barb Iovan of Livonia,
events coordinator for
Angela Hospice, was busy
Saturday, but took time to
talk. “We have over 500
already preregistered,” she

said. “We'll be over 600,
which is wonderful.”

BENEFITS BEREAVEMENT
PROGRAMS

This year’s event, the third
annual, included something
new, about 17 fund-raising
teams that got together in

= ¥

+

To

+$1,200

$11500 Tax Cradit™

»$2,700

It's impossible to save too much money,
but this is pretty close.

14 1‘ 88%{?& ING.

Heating * Cooling * Plumbing
(248) 476-2323
Sales * Service * Installation
Air Cleaners * Boilers * Humidifiers « Water Heaters * Backflow Testing
Since 1976
www.alcomfort.com « Farmington Hills Ml
Call Today for & FREE Estimatel

Furnace Clean & Check $89.95 )

August and did fund-raising
for Angela Hospice.

“Everybody’s walking to
remember someone,” Iovan
said. She was pleased with
the partly sunny skies.

“We always count on Sister
(Giovanni) for that, and it
looks like she came through.”

“It’s something virtually
everyone can do,” she said of
the event’s appeal. “They had
a loved one; they lost that
person.”

Proceeds are used for
bereavement programs, not
limited to Angela Hospice
users, and offered free.
There's one for loss of a
spouse, Heartstrings for those
who lose a child under 25,
suicide loss and programs for
children and teens.

Walker Marion Wisniewski
of Livonia walked for the first
time this year, in memory of

Lennox®
Rebate*

Total
Savings

was the most wonderful per-
son. Giving. She was very
young when she died. She had
Jjust turned 51.” She agreed
the walk was wonderful.

“I think they're great
because they bring an aware-
ness,” Wisniewski said. She
agreed Carol would be proud.
“I'm sure she is because I've
never done anything like
this.”

Some 70 volunteers were
at the event Saturday, with
registration beginning at
Madonna University. Syndie
Best of Westland, hospice
volunteer coordinator, said
volunteers handled park-
ing, registration, shuttles for
older walkers, course marshal
duties and refreshments and
rock painting at the conclu-
sion.

“And then, of course, the
cleanup crew,” Best said.
“There’s lots to do.

“We could not do this event
without the volunteers,” she
added of those who gave up a
chunk of Saturday. “I believe
time is more valuable than
money these days. We are so
busy, and time is such a pre-
cious commodity. To give of
their time is really meaning-
ful”

Rhonda Tinsley of Belleville
was walking for her nephew,
Jason Glenn, who died as a
newborn. He died “last year
today, Sept. 25, his aunt said.

There were about 50 from
Jason'’s family walking. “1
think it’s very special in
regards to remembrance of
loved ones,” Tinsley said. “We
love him so much.”

She asked for prayers for
Jason’s parents, Jason and
DeLisha Glenn of Romulus,
both of whom walked. “They
did a lot to help them through
this grieving process,” Tinsley
said of Angela Hospice.

Canton’s Sheila Wofford
was also grateful to have mat-
ters tended to when her mom
was dying. “It was nice just to
concentrate on her,” Wofford
said. “We got to concentrate
on being with her. Proud to be
doing the walk.”

Cindy Neal of Milford, Karin Baugher of Livonia, Danielle Gill of Plymouth and
Britney Fischer of Shelby Township pause during the Walk of Remembrance
Saturday. They're with the Mimi’s Marchers team and were passing by the
Felician Sisters Central Convent.

her sister, Carol Keith. “She
passed away seven years ago,”
Wisniewski said.

Volunteer Molly Rahmel of
Livonia brought Wisniewski
and five others to the event:

“Now I'm going over to work,”
Rahmel said with a smile.

RAISING AWARENESS
Wisniewski, who lost her
sister to cancer, said, “She

Waltonwood at Carriage Park offers exceptional

Ass

hen your loved one needs assistance, you can take comfort knowing we're here for you.
Our staff is dedicated to exceeding your expectations, and providing services and amenities

that make days — and lives — easier.

# Private studio apartments

* Delicious chef-prepared meals 3 times daily

» Housckeeping and personal laundry services weekly
o Community transportation and daily activities

o Conveniently located near shopping, banks, and medical facilities

Reserve your apartment today and receive one month free rent — a savings of up to $3,795!
Only a handful of apartments are available, call now to schedule your personal tour.

(734) 743-1903

sted Living for your family and loved ones

%

Waltonwood Senior Living

CARRIAGE PARK

2200 North Canton Center Rd.
Canton

www. Waltonwood.com

“Limited time offer. See community for comple detoils.

Licensed Assisted Living
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would like to
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Anthony Abso Josh Brotz Tyler Dickson Mick Girardot Barb Jones Kim Mason Peter 0'Connor Katie Redmond Melissa Shmyr Melanie Turner
Hayley Ackeran Justin Rmnuhmln Josh Dickson Kayla Glass Warren Jones Nichole Masserant Trich 0'Keefe Lyndsay Redmond Brenna Shortal Kayla Turner
Alex Brow Charlie Dillon Cortney Godtrey Drake Jordan Bridget Maul Sean 0'Keefe Sue Redmond Rachel Siedlik Hannah Urbaczeaski
Dwan Bnle Josh Dillon Paige Goodwin Josh Joy Bryan Maul Kevin 0'Keefe William Reese Ryan Siegler Madeleine Vala
Lily Bummen Gabe Dillon Faith Goodwin Calvin Kahler Shawn May Lauren 0'Keefe Erica Reid Adrian Simion Kendra Valleenti
Kelsey Bunyak Nick Dillon Maddie Gorman Omar Kandah Zack McArdle Seun Oladipo Megan Rener Jim Sinclair David VanDyke.
Kyle Burch Mitch Dillon Andrew Gorski Nicole Kanotis Taylor McArdle Justin Oldani Angela Reynolds Lauren Sinclair Rastia Vela
Eliza Burnstein Jodde Dillon Alyssa Granavicz Brian Katafiasz Daniel McCullock Michelle Oleszkowicz Robert Rhiber Tracl Sincock Yillen Veseli
Kaittyn Burris Jacob Dillon Alex Gravlin Victoria Kaye Olivia McKendry April Olinger Jeremy Richardson Prabhdeep Singh Delaney Vida
Lauren Callegan Julianna DiMichelle Melissa Green Cody Kazen-Sirls Gail McKendry JoAnn Olinger Kendyl Richter Martin Sisolak Jack Vida
Kyle Cameron Paul DiNicola Alan Grewel Jason Kenison Samantha McKinnon Trisha Omarchak Kristina Richter Bill Skubik Katie Vincent
Angle Camlllen Bria Dobson Ben Griffin Ashley Kennard Gayle McKoy Sue Orr Andrea Ringer Cain Smith Derek Voight
Mike Megan Dostie Brandon Grillo Ale Kenrick Gurleen McKoy Caitlyn Orr Jon Rizzo Alex Smith Carol Vos
Gavin Camey Sarah Dovis Jennifer Grundat caumey King Michael McNamara Ryan Ossermacher Ellen Roarty Bruce Smith Drew Wade
Scott Carpenter Alyssa Downs Brendan Gudenburr Gabe King Lauren Meddaugh Randy Overly Shelbey Roberts Kendall Smith Brandon Waggoner
Wesley Carr Heather Doyle Jessica Guinn Klobia Kiothowski Jim Mellis Moeko Ozaki Bill Robinson Julie Smith Carine Wall
Danielle Carrier Hannah Draplin Michelle Gutta Tyler Kopak Peter Merenda Matt Pairitz Matt Rodgers Paige Smith Amber Wallace
Sylvia Carrier Amanda Druckenmiller Michael Hall Hannah Kowalski Noelle Miad Parker Pakula Tommy Rodriquez Casey Smith Ethan Walsh
Claire Carrier Cindy Druckenmiller Alex Hamric Taylor Kowalski Ashley Micek Nick Pani Leslie Rodriquez Rachel Smith Anette Walsh
Laura Casne Kait Dugas Jeff Hamric Chris Krebs Aaron Micek Alec Pantalec Colleen Rodriquez Donna Smith Emayae Waters
Alyssa Castl Mackenzie Dugas Dylan Hatcher Sara Krebs Rachel Michalik Mike Pantalec PJ Rogers. Maggie Sneidman Maureen Watson
Claire Causmo Kody Duhl Erika Hatcher Patrick Kretschmer Maddy Michels Saul Parv Taylah Rogers Elise Snyder Ed Webr
Brad Ceci Lee Duhl Scott Hawkins. Laura Kroll Kallie Michels Bert Passulacquler T. Rogers Mari Soberal Sammy Welser
Evan Champine Josh Dunn Nick Hayes Mary Kruse Hannah Miller Janki Patel Daniel Rosales Jonathan Solace Laura Weisz
Jack Chaney Mark Dunn Clarence Hayes NancyKrutty Max Mills Megha Patel Cystal Rosales Turner Soltein Janet Weisz
Kyle Chekey Bill Duplessie Milan Hayes LindseyKubacki Chase Minchew Erica Pattun Jill Rosales Turner Solterman Jeremy Wellman
Vinci Chen Abigail Dworzanian Hailee Heath Kevin Kullen Cassie Misiolek Bridget Paul Seth Rosales JillianSommerville Cameron Werner
Maya Choukair Lucas Dziadzio Katie Heitmeyer Bob Kurtz Nick Misiolek Chris Pavloff 0vi Rosales Noah Sorter Meredith Whire
Joey Chriss Kyle Eggerberger Stephanie Heller Jacquelyne Kuznicki David Mitrano Heidi Payter Seth Rosales Kyle Spence Michelle Wiggins
Haley Chynoweth Alex Eimers Julia Hepp Megan Lacy Karuna Mizusaki Alex Paz Morgan Rowland Jeremy St. Laurent Kelsey Wiley
Charles Ciagg Zack Eisen Alex Hett Jocelyn Lamourens Tyler Mollenkamp: Alaina Peerbolte Joey Rudelic Lynne St. Laurent Jessica Wilke
Jordan Ciciotti Lexi Epley Allison Heuer Matt Lang Mike Montgomery Larkin Pence Sarah Rudelic Steve St. Laurent Amanda Williams
Brandon Ciciotti Lorna Epley Kathy Heuer Jessica Langdon Trevor Moore Jake Perkins Greg Rupp Molly Stanford Ray Williams
Matt Cloutier Brad Exell Kara Hewett Nic Larsen Judy Morgan Kendal IPerry Kristy Rupp Sherry Steffani Christa Williams
Hannah Cobane Kayla Eyster Jenica Hisey Shauri Latuneau Joshua Morowski Marissa Pertler Cayla Russell Christina Steffani Justine Williams
Jordan Cockmun William Fance Drew Hisey Kaitlin Lavallee Richard Morris Josh Peterson Don Sacath Spencer Steffani Jeremy Wilmor
Matt Collingwood Emily Farhat Regina Hisey Garrett Layman Alli Morrison Benjamin Peterson Josh Saenz Cassandra Steffani Cody Wilson
Abigal Collingwood Nick Farmer Mike Hochhins Nick Lazich Matthew Morton Bethany Peterson Aashna Sahi LindsayStemberger Zack Wilson
Leigh Collins Diltan Farmer David Hoefling Patty Lee Brandon Moubadder Viktor Petrovskyy Mary Salath Nate Stemberger Tom Wilson
Mickey Collins Ashley Fassett Jessica Holowicki Brian Lee Kendyll Moyer Emily Pettit Julia Salaton Joslyn Stephens Patsy Wilson
Rochelle Collins. Alex Felts Cassie Holowicki Brandon Lee Ari Mroueh Jenson Phillips Davilan Sanders Stephanie Stevens Alex Wilson
Nick Condron Kayte Fessler Candace Holowicki Shelby Lefferts Carmen Muglia Lori Phillips. Mike Saunders Autumn Stewart Michael Wilyard
Tim Condron Richard Fessler Matthew Holowicki Jake Leib Jalilah Muhammed Jessica Pierce Ashley Saunders Jaclyn Stine Grace Wine
Michael Conklin Ryan Fevero Anna Holthus Terri Leib Davon Mullins Dave Piotrowski Lauren Schendel Kyle Stokfisz Jackie Wine
‘Bradon Conley ~ ~ Jaiden Figurski Maryann Holthus Jeremy Lewls Cameron Munch Thomas Piotrowski Sarah Schmidt Danny Stropes. Ross Wine
Cahe Conley Lon Figurski Mark Holthus Kylie Lewis KaitieMunoz Aurelia Piotrowski Josh Schmidt Pat Stropes Maria Wine
Conley Madison Figurski John Homrich Ryan Lewis Patrick Murphy Ashley Piper Marty Schonberg Andrew Stukel Adam Wing
Samrse Conley Daniel Filippelli Tom Homrich Kristy Lewkut Alyssa Myers Lexi Plankenship Linda Schonberg Ceileigh Sturgeon Ben Wohl
Kevin Conover Quinn Fillinger Paul Hood Jr. Irene Li Katina Myers Brigette Poirier Jamie Schonberg Drew Sturgeon Sarah Wohl
Allison Conover Lindsay Flood Michael Hoover Eric U Emily Nelson Donna Poirier Tyler Schultz Poosa Sulesh Garrett Wojcik
Peter Contos Elaine Flood Taylor Howard Rachel Lincoln Pralzash Nerusu Britfin Pollack Karl Schultz Julia Suriano Patti Wojcik
Nathan Benjamin Chris Contos Michael Fluegemann Josh Howell Michael Linville Dennis Neubacher Jake Pollard Jenny Schwank Phil Sutfin Hannah Wojcik
Morgan aemamm Irena Cook Sarah Fluegemann Rachel Hugheadon Emily Lipa Brooke Newton Steve Pollard Brian Schwartz Joey Swades. Grace Wojcik
Benner Maxx Coral Tyler Fontana Logan Hughes Kaylie Lobb Kymmer Nichols Pam Pollard Lecie Scott Justin Sydlowski Rick Wojick
Erin Bensinger Tom Coral Aaron Freehling Patrick Huls Shelby Lobhi Davey Nikolits Chelsea Polydoras Linda Scoft Jim Synanali Abby Wood
Brooke Berberet Natasha Corend Nicole Fude Andrew Hunt Tania Lopez Amanda Nilles Cindy Polydoras Mackenzie Senbeil Amanda Tabbey MarissaWoodard
Brianna Berberet Paige Cornylie Doug Fuller Cameron Hussey Robyn Lowes Ann Noetzel Sharon Pommervile Lauren Seroka Aditi Tanega Jeff Wymen
Keith Berg Tanner Cottrell Ed Gabrys Molly Innes April Lubecks Betty Nolan Anthony Portelli Adam Seroka Paige Tapp Dawn Wymen
\ Garrett Berg Spencer Craig Laura Gabrys Catie Irwin Panny Lynch Kathleen Nordstrom Nick Potter Todd Seroka Marissa Tcobly Mitchell Wymer
Robbie Beydoun Manda Crowther Mike Gabrys Grace Irwin Kerry MacDonald Kellisa Nordstrom Christine Pray Alexis Shaft Duggan Tear Elena Ybarra
Jenny Bird Kenzie Cullen Sarah Galea Joe Jagadi Austin Mack Jake Noss Gail Price Ishani Shah David Telgen Sheri Ybarra
Lauren Bird Tali Czarnota Marianne Galea Maggie Jarzab Maddie Madison John Noss Raymond Price Devash Shah Becky Thomas Taylor Yearly
/ Lexi Birgham Lauren Danis Carbian Galizia Melissa Jedlicle Abby Madison Michele Noss Chris Price Mayar Shah Elena Thomas Michael Yurllo
Morgan Birman Carleta Danski Caroline Galli Sarah Jednak Jenn Magill Rachel Nowak Mr. Proctor Casey Shaughnessy Natalie Thomas Vinnie Zaia
Alex Bodregn Ade Davis Brittany Galliers Hannah Jenkins Connor Mahen Sofia Nozewsky Marc Przybylski John Shaughnessy Drew Thompson Austin Zehr
John Bohanan Kyle Davison Keith Gamble Chris Jenner Maddie Maikawski David Nymberg lan Pudney Ryan Sheeler Brent Thompson Susie Zhen
Erica Bofz Scott Davison Audra Gamble Quintanya Johnson Cory Mancasa Katie Nymberg Jamon Pulliam Brenden Sherrod Kristen Todd Victor Zhong
\ Alex Bondreau Lenna Dean Mary Ganich Kerstin Johnson Allison Mankowski Scott Obrec Ryan Quigley Miranda Sherwood RoseTodd Kelley Zimmerman
Connor Boyer Deannette Dean Mike Ganich Jeremy Johnson Nikki Manser Jay Obsniuk Sara Quinn Joann Shmyr Bryan Tolinski Canton Chiefs
Kerry Breen Ryan Delaca Marty Gargano Gary Johnson Gillian Marceau Sharon Obsniuk Maria Radzwion Lori Shmyr Spencer Torok Football Team and
/ Brigd Breen Lynette Delaca Eric Gaskell Michael Johnson Jonathan Marceau Scott Obsniuk Sahil Rafti Julie Shmyr Scott Tracy Boosters
Nolan Bridges (Gabby DelaCruz Melissa Gazdag Ali Johnson Anna Marchesano Lauren Obsniuk Breyan Ramirez Megan Shmyr Kaitlyn Tracy
Maureen Brodie Jacob DePrez Zachary Giampoccaro Jonah Johnson Pat Marsh Stephanie Obsniuk Kristen Randle John Shmyr Nick Troher
Lisa Brodie Danny DeWater Nick Giannini Kenneth Johnson Il Tim Marsh Jake 0'Connell Natalie Rapson Matt Shmyr Athena Troher
Alexis Bronauer Taylor Dickson Emily Gibson Michael Jones Willis Marshall Kacie 0'Connor Nancy Rapson Celia Shmyr Vince Troher

Thank you to all who volunteered from the following groups and clubs; Canton High School Cheerleaders, Canton High School Football, Canton High School Swimming, Foundation Scholarships, P-CEP Rotary Interact Club, P-CEP High School Marching,
Opportunity House, Plymouth High School Baseball, Salem High School Football and PCEP Mentors and Mediators, Plymouth High School Cheerleaders, Salem High School Swimming, and Friends of Rotary. We wish to thank any of the volunteers we

may have missed but without whose help we could have never succeeded.
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Stranger danger

Keeping kids safe
is everyone's job

The beginning of a new school year brings out a vari-
ety of warnings, cautions about increased school buses
on the road and students walking to and from school.

One of the more important considerations has to be
warnings about “stranger danger,” reminding parents,
guardians and neighbors to be vigilant in keeping kids,
of all ages, in this community safe.

At home, it starts with talking to kids — telling them
what to do if someone they do not know approaches
them at the bus stop or on the walk to or from school.

This is important because children, even teenagers,
have a false vision of “strangers” as being creepy, ugly,
scary people who typically say things like, “Hey, little
girl, do you want some candy?”

An ill-intentioned person can be a nice looking man, a
woman, even a young adult who is dressed really cool.

Kids can’t predict the motives of others — they think
and live in the present moment. Even the most intelli-
gent child cannot grasp that someone who looks nice, or
someone who knows their name, is a stranger who could
be trying to pick them up.

Children are taught to be nice; to respect adults and
not be rude.

The following safety guidelines will help keep our chil-
dren safe:

« Children should be aware of their surroundings,
including strangers or people in parked cars.

« They should avoid people they do not know.

* They should not respond to or accept offers or
requests made by strangers. This includes comments
like, “Can you help me find my dog?” or “I'm lost, can you
tell me which street I'm on?” Remember, adults wouldn’t
normally ask a child for directions.

* They should immediately report to their school, fam-
ily and the police any suspicious approach made to them
by a stranger.

+ They should go directly home from school and check
in with parents.

* They should walk in groups and not engage in con-
versations with strangers.

« Parents and guardians should not let their child
dress in clothing that has his or her name on it — for
example, a jersey with the child’s first name on the back;
or a name on the child’s backpack. When kids are called
by name, they tend to let their guard down.

» Parents and guardians should teach their children
that it is OK to run away or to scream if someone is
making him or her do something they don’t want to do.
Tell them they can run to a neighbor’s house and knock
on the door if they need help.

» Establish a family “code word” and teach children to
ask for it, if they’re approached by someone they do not
know.

Some would argue that today’s society is overreact-
ing and being overly paranoid and it’s causing children
to grow up in fear and in sheltered environments. We
do encourage kids in neighborhoods to walk to school
— but only if they’re taught to avoid contact with people
they do not know.

They need adults to teach them that strangers who
have ill intentions are tricky — they can contrive sto-
ries and scenarios that could easily sway a child in their
direction.

We need parents, grandparents, guardians and neigh-
bors to be the eyes and ears in our neighborhoods. It's
unfortunate that we have to keep our guards up, but
consider the consequences the one time that we do not.
Obviously, a child’s life isn’t worth that risk.

Do you think gays should be allowed to serve openly in the military?
We asked this question at the Canton Public Library.

“Yes. Anybody who

“I see no reason why

-
“I actually think

“Yes. The’re people

ONLINE VOICES & VIEWS

F.

The following are excerpts from readers
participating in our online forum for discussing
issues, In Your Voices. Find more comments or join
the discussion on the Web at hometownlife.com

In response to ““Plymouth-Canton School Supt.
Fiegel interviews for Walled Lake post":

“Budgets were balanced before Fiegel and
they will be balanced after. Shame on you for
wanting to rubber stamp a superintendent just
because of your vindictivness for certain board
members. It's not about you or your hatred for
these board members - I'm sick of hearing about
it - it’s about our kids and no one gets rubber
stamped. Supt. needs to be reviewed yearly and
the arrogance of some thinking the superinten-
dent can get an early contract approval when the
rest of the working people (parents) are losing
jobs and finding out about our contract renew-
als at employers discretion, I've watched Fiegel
at the school board mtgs and his public reports
- I'm not impressed - his staff and administra-

ally do all the work. If anything, district
es and budget balancing are from before
reign. NO RUBBER STAMPS - yearly
reviews!”

Melanie_Phillips

N
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wants to serve should  they can't just because yes. We shouldn't be like anybody else. To
be allowed to serve.”  of their preference. It  judging people for their ~not let them serve is
Amanda Curtright  houldn't stop them preference.” like saying a black
from being allowed to Shelia Macionis - parson can't serve in
serve their country.” the Army.”
Scott Nutt Jordan Finegan
Canton Canton
LETTERS
Supporting Fiegel WHAT DO YOU THINK? Great vets event

There is discussion among the Board of
Education on whether to renew the contract
of Dr. Craig Fiegel. | am wondering why the
PCCS board would want to get rid of a super-
intendent who is doing as well as his record
shows.

Last year, PCCS got an all “A" schools mark-
ing for the 