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July 4th fun 

Four th of Ju ly is approach-
ing. and w i t h it wi l l come 
parades, f i r eworks and fami ly 
t rad i t ions . 

We'd like to know how you 
celebrate our r^ation's birtt iday. 
Maybe your neighborhood 
runs an annual decorated bike 
parade. Or you go whole t iog 
to deck the house and garden 
in red. white and blue. Do you 
cont inue a family or personal 
t rad i t ion that day? 

Tell us about it. Write to 
Sharon Dargay at sdargay^ 
hometownl i fe.com or 615 W. 
Lafayette. Level 2, Detroit. Ml 
48226. Inducte a phtrto if you 
like. Make sure it 's in jpg fo ima t 
if e-mail ing. 

We'll share your s tory wi th 
other readers on July 4. 

More patrols 
Summer is heat ing up and so 

is a statewide drunken dr iv ing 
crackdown. TTie Canton Police 
Department is jo in ing law 
enforcement agencies across 
the stale for the July 4th 
"Drunk Driving. Over the L im i t 
Under A r res t " crackdown. 

Increased patrols begin July 
l a n d will run unUI July T1 in 
Canton. Local law enforcement 
will take to the streets work ing 
to prevent drunken dr iv ing 
injuries and deaths by arrest-
ing impaired drivers. 

During last year's July 4 holi-
day t ime period, one person 
was kil led in an alcohol-related 
t raf f ic a a s h . 

"Ttre summer is a great 
t ime to celebrate and relax 
wi th fr iends and family. But 
fun should not come at the 
expense of a needless death 
caused by impaired driving." 
said Special ^ v i c e s Lt. Scott 
Hilden. "To prevent t ragedy or 
a drunk dr iv ing arrest, we sug-
gest designating a sober driver, 
taking a cab or ride service, or 
spending the n i g h t " 

In Michigan, a motor is t can 
be arrested for drunken dr iv ing 
w i th .08 blood alcohol content 
or higher. A drunken dr iv ing 
convict ion comes wi th assort-
ed penalt ies including fines, 
legal fees, driver responsibi l i ty 
fees, cour t costs and higher 
insurance rates. 

In 2009, there were 299 
alcohol-related t raf f ic deaths, 
a decrease of 6 percent f rom 
2008. 

Roadworli 
Construct ion work designed 

to provide safety improve-
ments at the intersect ion of 
Ford Road at Beck Road is 
ant ic ipated begin this week. 
Canton off icials announced. 

Construct ion will include 
adding addit ional r ight- turn 
lanes on f o r d Road and pro-
tected lef t - turns in all quad-
rants. 

The project is being funded 
by the Michigan Department 
of Transportat ion and is 
anticipated to be completed 
by September. Officials are 
urging drivers to fol low posted 
detours and drive careful ly 
th rough the construct ion area. 

For more i n fo rma t ion on 
road pro jec ts go ing on in 
Canton, vis i t www.canton-
mi .org or cal l Public Works at 
(734) 394-5150. 

6 53174 10007 8 

Board faces cfwice on Fieoel's pad 
Plymouth-
Canton school 
super in tendent 
Dr. Craig f i ege l 
speaks to the 
P lymouth Noon 
Rotary club. 

BILL 8 R r S L £ R | SUf f PHOTOGRAPHER 

BY BRAD KADRICH 

O e S t R V E R S I A F r WRITER 

Former P lymou th -
C a n t o n C o m m u n i t y Schools 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t M i k e H o b e n held 
t h e j o b for 22 years , f r o m July 1972 
to J u n e l 9 9 4 ' -

In t h e 16 years s ince H o b e n 
wa lked out t h e door for the las t 
t ime , t h e d i s t r i c t has seen a revolv-
ing door of s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s . 

Inc lud ing t w o in t e r im s u p e r i n -
t e n d e n t s who t u r n e d t h e j o b over 
to t h e next pe rson a n d one w h o got 

Please see F IE6EL, A7 

HEAD OF THE LINE 
Here's a l ist of t he people who've served as super in tendent of 

P lymouth-Canton Communi ty Schools since Mike Hoben look 

t he j ob in 1972; 

Supt Star t End 

Mike Hoben Ju ly 1972 June 1994 

Chuck L i t t le Ju ly 1994 August 1999 

Ken Walcott (*) July 1999 January 2 0 0 0 

Kath leen Booher January 2000 Ju ly 2002 

J im Ryan ( • ) July 2002 December 2002 

J im Ryan December 2002 February 2007 

Ken Jacobs (*) February 2007 June 2008 

Craig Fiegel July 2008 Present 

( • ) In te r im 

Safety first 
Study: Police, firefighters 
leave majority feeling safe 

BILL SRCSIERI STtrr PHOTOGRAPHER 

Canton f i r e f i gh te rs scored high marks in a recent survey about how res idents fee l 

about safety in the i r communi ty . 

BY DARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAPr WRITER 

A s t a g g e r i n g 9 8 p e r c e n t 
of C a n t o n r e s i d e n t s w h o 
a n s w e r e d a n e w su rvey 
sa id they feel s a fe in t h e i r 
h o m e t o w n , a n d a n over-
wh«^lroinK m a j o r i t y gave 
h igh m a r k s t o t o w n s h i p 
pol ice o f f i c e r s a n d fire-
fighters. 

T h e n e w findings c o m e 
f r o m a c o m m u n i t y s u r -
vey m a i l e d l a t e l a s t yea r 
t o 4 , 0 0 0 h o u s e h o l d s by 
the C a n t o n Publ ic S a f e t y 
D e p a r t m e n t . T h o u g h not a 
sc ien t i f i c pol l , t h e r e su l t s 
p rov ide o n e s n a p s h o t of 
h o w r e s i d e n t s v iew t h e 
peop le h i r e d t o p r o t e c t 
t h e m . 

"We're very h a p p y w i t h 
t h e resul ts ," Publ ic Sa fe ty 
D i r e c t o r Pa t r i ck N e m e c e k 
sa id . "A lot of t h e a c c o l a d e s 
have t o go t o o u r m e n a n d 
w o m e n o n t h e s t r ee t . T h e y 
a re t h e peop le d e a l i n g w i t h 
t h e pub l ic o n a d a y - t o - d a y 
basis ." 

In al l . 9 7 3 h o u s e h o l d s 
r e t u r n e d t h e survey, m a r k -
ing a nea r ly 2 5 - p e r c e n t 
r e s p o n s e r a t e . Survey 
o r g a n i z e r s u s e d assessor ' s 
o f f i ce d a t a t o r a n d o m l y 

CANTON PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMUNITY SURVEY 2009 

If y t i , 
r i t t tM servlca 

2009 

Ifyn. 
rate the servk* 

2 0 0 9 

Excell«nt/Good 
98% 

select 4 , 0 0 0 househo lds , 
evenly d iv ided a m o n g t h e 
t ownsh ip ' s f ou r q u a d r a n t s . 

Resu l t s r e f l e c t e d a m i x 
of r e s p o n d e n t s b a s e d o n 

age, sex a n d e d u c a t i o n 
level, t h o u g h l o n g t i m e 
r e s iden t s w e r e m o r e likely 

Please see SURVEY, AS 

Governor; State must continue to diversify 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Gov. J enn i f e r G r a n h o l m h a s 
been saying for a long t ime t h e 
s ta te needs to diversify its busi-
ness c l imate in o rde r t o pull 
out of the years- long economic 
s t ruggle t h e s ta te has faced. 

O n Thursday, G r a n h o l m 
brought t ha t message t o 
Plymouth , speak ing to the 
Plymouth A.M. Rota ry Club, 
t h e n lou r ing a P lymouth 
Townsh ip bus iness she t h i n k s 
exemplifies t h e k ind of diver-
sity she's b e e n t a lk ing about . 

"The world has changed 
and we have to change wi th 
it," G r a n h o l m told Ro ta r i ans 
d u r i n g a special noon mee t ing 
at F i a m m a Grill. "There's still 

hope for change , but we have 
to c rea te ou r o w n way f o r w a r d 
a n d not wai t for change to 
c o m e to us." 

To set up her poin t , 
G r a n h o l m recalled the beg in-
n ing of her first t e r m when , in 
2 0 0 3 , she faced th ree i m m e -
d ia te crises: The financial 
s t ruggle of the Detroi t Medical 
Center, a racial upr i s ing in 
Benton H a r b o r and the m a s -
sive blackout of Augus t 2 0 0 3 . 

Then , at t he end of t ha t year, 
c a m e t h e news Electrolux, t he 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g c o m p a n y tha t 
had been m a k i n g ref r igera tors 
in Greenvil le for more t h a n 100 
years , w a s moving t o Mexico, 
t a k i n g its 2 ,700 jobs (in a t o w n 
of some 8 , 0 0 0 people) w i th it. 
She said the city and s ta te put 

"zero taxes a n d unprecedented 
concessions" on the table in a n 
e f for t to ent ice the c o m p a n y t o 
stay, bu t Electrolux t u r n e d it 
down . 

"They told us, 'There's no th -
ing you can do to compensa t e 
for the fact we can pay $1.57 
an h o u r in Mexico,'" G r a n h o l m 
recalled. 

For years, Granho lm ' s agen-
d a . she said, h a s been t o diver-
sify the state 's bus iness base. 
She said exper ts l isted six a reas 
tha t would "give u s a compet i -
tive edge: advanced m a n u f a c -
t u r i n g (robotics, nano- t ech -
nology); homeland securi ty 
a n d defense (an a r ea to which 
she said the au to indus t ry h a s 

Please see GOVERNOR, A3 

BILL BR£SU« I STAFf PHOTOGRAPHER 

Governor Jenn i fer Granholm tours Lycera, a pharmaceut ical research f i rm in 
P lymouth Township, w i t h Dr. Gary Click, founder and chief scient i f ic of f icer , 
and scient ist Chad VanHuis. 
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Canton held in murder case 
BY SANDRA ARMBRUSTER 

ECCttTRlC STAFF WRITER 

Four f)eople — including a 
Canton woman — are being held 
without bond while facing mur-
der charges in connection with 
the shooting death of a West 
Bloomfield m a n in what police 
say was a failed robbery at tempt 
shortly af ter midnight June 1" 

All four are charged with fel-
ony murder and armed robbery. 
In addition, Kevin Huf fman , 
28, of Detroit faces two charges 
of possession of a firearm in 
the commission of a felony. 
H u f f m a n is believed by police to 
have been the shooter, accord-
ing to police Lt. Nick Loussia. 

Also charged with murder 
and armed robbery were James 
Randle, 35, of Detroit, Jessica 
Ermatinger, 23, of Canton, and 
Lynn Coggins, 37. of Oak Park. 

A f i f th woman from Detroit 
who was arrested has been 
released, Loussia said. 

During a pre-exam confer-
ence Wednesday, 46th District 
Court Judge Shelia Johnson 
agreed to the request of defense 
and prosecution attorneys and 
set aside July 9 for a day-long 
preliminary exam, beginning at 
9 a.m. for aJl four defendants. 

Ermatinger 

Attorney's said 
they will be 
presenting six-
se\"en witnesses 
during the pre-
exam. 

The incident 
began when the 
\ ic t im, Venkata 
Subramaova-
Reddy 

Cattamanchi . reportedly made 
contact with a woman through 
an escort agency, Loussia said. 

"They met at Wendy's next to 
the (EZ Rest) Motel," he said. 
The motel is located at 22305 
Telegraph south of Nine Mile. 
From Wendy's the two drove 
over to the motel in the victim's 
car at 12:33 a.m., Loussia said. 

Cat tamanchi "was still in his 
car and they were about to go 
into a motel room" when they 
were approached by a g u n m a n , 
Loussia said. "He was shot 
while still in the driver's seat of 
the vehicle." 

Af ter stealing Cat tamanchi ' s 
wallet and foreign currency of 
unidentif ied origin, the gun-
man, the victim's companion 
and the others drove off. A 
description the vehicle and 
information about the robbery 
were supplied by several wit-

nesses, Loussia said. 
Using the vehicle descrip-

tion, Loussia said. Lt. Robert 
Shelide and Officer Marc 
Douville did an area check and 
located the suspect vehicle at 
Seven Mile and Berg roads in 
Detroit. 

According to Loussia, one of 
the men f led on foot. Dur ing 
a foot pursuit , the m a n was 
found hiding in a t rash can by 
a K-9 tracking unit . 

Found next to the car was 
a Colt Commander .45 Pistol 
tha t Loussia said police have 
"probable cause to believe" it 
was used in the case. 

Loussia credited the veteran 
officers for their "excellent" 
work in locating the vehicle 
shortly af ter the incident 
occurred. 

He also praised the witnesses 
who called police. 

"This is a good example of citi-
zens reporting a crime that they 
have witnessed," he said. "They 
called 9-1-1 and gave police and 
gave police accurate information 
that basically lead to the arrests." 

Had the witnesses not come 
forward, it would have "made 
our job a lot more difficult." 

sarmbruster^hometownlife-coni 

Governor says no further 
cuts are coming to schools 

BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
Bojird of Education trustees "Riesday passed 
the district's $152 million budget with one 
question left largely unanswered: 

Would the state make the long-rumored 
$268 cut in per-pupil fund ing Plymouth-
Canton adminis t ra tors had already built into 
the 2010-11 budget? 

They got their answer f rom Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm on Thursday: The state vvall not 
make that cut. In fact, the governor said, 
school districts may even get "a very small" 
increase. 

Granholm, speaking at a meeting of the 
Plymouth A.M. Rotary Club which, ironically, 
took place at noon at downtown Plymouth's 
F i amma Grille, said legislators had "agreed" to 
hold school districts harmless as they decided 
what to do about an unexpected surplus in the 
state's school aid fund . 

"There will definitely not be a foundation 
cut , ' Granholm said. "We have proposed hold-
ing education harmless, and there's agreement 
in both the House and Senate." 

Granholm did say that some of the surplus 
in the school a,id f u n d could be diverted to col-
leges and universities, if legislators can do it 
without hur t ing local school districts. 

Jennifer Granholm, speaking at a meeting of 
the Plymouth A.M. Rotary Club which, ironically, 
took place at noon at downtown Plymouth's 
Fiamma Grille, said legislators had "agreed" to 
hold school districts harmless as they decided 
what to do about an unexpected surplus in the 
state's school aid fund. 

That comes as welcome news in Plymouth-
Canton, where the 2010-11 budget came up 
some $4 million short , an amount that would 
be made up f rom the fund balance, which 
would shrink that balance f rom some $14 mil-
lion to some $10 million. 

The elimination of that rumored state cut 
means an additional $5 million to the district, 
but James Larson-Sh idler, the district's assis-
t an t superintendent for business services, said 
no immedia te ad jus tment will be made to the 
budget. 

"What happens between now and November 
may not hold t rue for the entire year," Larson-
Shidler said. "We're going with the informa-
tion we have now. We have been conservative 
but realistic on what our budget is. I th ink you 
have to approach this with some skepticism." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com [ (313) 222-8899 

M B H B U 
Cheese Steak H o a ^ e 

SERVING 

YPSILANTI SINCE 

1 9 5 9 N O W I N 

W E S T L A N D . 

r~ 1 
I Mttdlaa Drlak Chips | 
I With pu rchase of any Hoagie • 

With coupon a $ i .90 va lue • Limit 4 p e r c o u p o n | 
C o u p o n g o o d a t W e s t i a n d l o c a t i o n o n l y 

Open MOH - Sat 10-9 SUM 11-9 
www.gabrielshoagies .com 

7 3 4 - 7 2 2 - 4 2 2 4 

1 9 1 9 W a y n e R o a d • l u s t S o u t h o f F o r d 

W e s t i a n d 

OPEN 7 DAYS! HOimS; MON-FRI fcSO-? PM 
SAT 9:38-5 PM SUN 12-5 PM 

VETE 

•Newer State of the Art Facility* 

CARl % 
HOSPITAL A-cpomr 

TER INARY H L O W C O S T V A C C I N E C U N I C 
E V E R Y W E D N E S D A Y 1 - 5 P M 

Get your pet vaccinated with 
Vaccination Packages 

starting at $ 2 9 . 0 0 (No o f ^ e fee) 

We now offer 
Grooming & Boarding 

X We have Spay, Neater, 
I & Dental SpedaJsIII 

Free O f f i c e Vis i t 
($29.00 Vatug} New ClUote Ooly 

Wl(fc Caopaa 

Heartworm Test 
$ 1 9 w i t h 1 2 m o . o r 

$ 2 4 w i t h 6 m o . p u r c h a s e o f 
h e a r t w o r m p r e v e n t a t i v e 

Witb C«apM> 

1 1 6 5 5 F a m u n g t o n R d . (Just N. of Plymouth Rd.) Livo 

• • .734.42a.PETS (7387) 
W * W W W ^ F M L U Y I A N B V E T . C O M WaiiHHiiX: 

Computer Repair • Virus & Spywar^Ex^rts 

• N e w & U s e d ' ^ s * ^ 

nr • R e p a i r firUpgra^s 

I n - S n O p . . j j • S o f t w a r e S N H a r d w a r e 

I n - H o m e / M c t w o n w n t i . T r o u b l e s h M t i n g 

S c m ' i c c ^ ^ W e b - D e s i g n 

7 ^ ^ • - C o m c a s t R e t a i l e r 

y } y • M i c r o s o f t C e r t i f i e d 

$to 
off any 

jefuitished P( 
or laptop 

off any 
jn-store benct 

repair 

$to 
off any 

1-home servic 
{eg. call 

WUft coupon. E)q)»fe«7-MO(}̂ |̂ mthtoupoB.E»plre»7-n-io J Î HithcoopmKpJm MMO 

3 2 4 3 7 F o r d R o a d • G a r d e n City « 7 3 4 - 2 6 1 ^ 0 2 S 

3 4 7 7 5 W a r r e n R o a d • W e s t i a n d • 734-PC^STORE 
7 3 ' 4 - 7 2 7 ? 8 6 7 3 

J u n e 2 9 t h - J u l y 1st 

1 0 : 3 0 a m - 2 : 0 G p m 

C e n t r a l Ci ty D a n c e I* 

"Voted Top 3 Dance Studios 
in Ml 2008, 2009" I* 

- by cityvoter o 

"Canton Community Supporter 2006" (* 
- recipient q 

"Business of the Year 2004" |* 
- nominee q 

loyum^ o 

JAN 
5 w e e k s 

J u l y 6 t h - A u g . 12th 

fO ^op, Lyrical. Turns & Leaps, All-Boys Hip Hop, Adult Hip Hop 
*Classes for Special-Needs Young Adults. 

Classes for the 

ages 
i - a d u H 

Special Preschool 
Program 

On-Line Recital Ticket Sales 
• Age-Appropriate Music 

& Costumes 

For Additional Information Call 

734.459.0400 
Or Visit w w w . C e n t r a l C i t y D a n c e . c o m 

off 

Summer 
D a n c e 
J a m 

(b I 

[0 1 

w i t h p a i d s u m m e r t u i t i on 

N e w c u s t o m e r s o n l y . L imi t 1 p e r f a m i l y . 

N o t t o b e c o m b i n e d w i t h a n y o t h e r o f f e r . 

M a y n o t b e d u p l i c a t e d o r r e d e e m e d f o r c a s h . 

E x p i r e s J u l y 6 . 2 0 1 0 

Dance Bag or j 
$10.00 off I ft] 
Fall Tuition I 

I I 
I wi th p a i d fall r e g i s t r a t i o n a n d f i r s t m o n t h ' s 
I t u i t i o n . N e w c u s t o m e r s o n l y . L imi t 1 p e r f a m i l y . 
I N o t t o b e c o m b i n e d wi th a n y o t h e r o f f e r . i l 
j M a y n o t b e d u p l i c a t e d o r r e d e e m e d f o r c a s h . 

5 E x p i r e s O c t o b e r 1 , 2 0 1 0 

I! 
\lo] 

8 0 0 4 She ldon Cen te r Road , C a n t o n , MI • 7 3 4 . 4 5 9 . 0 4 0 0 

HEATING & COOLING 

'SLjjS 
Estimates on 
Replacements 

Saving You up to $1,200 and 
up to $1,500 in Tax Credits 

Financing Available to Qualified Customers* 

lV 
HEATING & COOLING 

CALL 
734-459-3971 

I 
I 

I: 
I • 
I • 
L -

For 
Check Refrigerant Charge 
Check Safeties 
Check Condensate Drain 
Check Filters 

Lubricate Moving Parts As Needed 
Check Condensate Pump 

Regular 
Price ^89 
• Check Compressor Amp Draw 
• Check Calibrate Thermostat 
• Check Condenser Fan Motor & 
• Much, IWuch More 

Drain ! 

E X P E R T CALL 
734-459-3971 

INFINITY FURNACE & 
A/C INSTALLATION 
E x p i r e s 7 - 3 1 - 1 0 . C a n n o t b e c o m b i n e d 

w i t h a n y o t h e r of fe r . 

n r * 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
n 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

J L . 

CAit 
COOLING 1 ^34-459-3971 

SERVICE 
REPAIR 

C a n n o t b e c o m b i n e d w i t h a n y o t h e r o f f e r . 

I? 

•CALL FOR DETAILS 

turn to the experts' 

www.ExpertHeatCool.com 
Register on our website for coupons and savings 

7320 Haggerty Rd. • Canton 
734-459-3971 


