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July 4th fun

Fourth of July is approach-
ing, and with it will come
parades, fireworks and family
traditions.

We'd like to know how you
celebrate our nation’s birthday.
Maybe your neighborhood
runs an annual decorated bike
parade. Or you go whole hog
to deck the house and garden
inred, white and blue. Do you
continue a family or personal
tradition that day? .

Tell us about it. Write to
Sharon Dargay at sdargay@
hometownlife.com or 615 W.
Lafayette, Level 2, Detroit, MI
48226. Include a photo if you
like. Make sure it's in jpg format
if e-mailing.

We'll share your story with
other readers on July 4.

More patrols

Summer is heating up and so
is a statewide drunken driving
crackdown. The Canton Police
Department is joining law
enforcement agencies across
the state for the July 4th
“Drunk Driving. Over the Limit.
Under Arrest.” crackdown.

Increased patrols begin July
1and will run until July Thin
Canton. Local law enforcement
will take to the streets working
to prevent drunken driving
injuries and deaths by arrest-
ing impaired drivers.

During last year's July 4 holi-
day time period, one person
was killed in an alcohol-related
traffic crash.

“The summer is a great
time to celebrate and relax
with friends and family. But
fun should not come at the
expense of a needless death
caused by impaired driving,”
said Special Services Lt. Scott
Hilden. “To prevent tragedy or
a drunk driving arrest, we sug-
gest designating a sober driver,
taking a cab or ride service, or
spending the night.”

In Michigan, a motorist can
be arrested for drunken driving
with .08 blood alcohol content
or higher. A drunken driving
conviction comes with assort-
ed penalties including fines,
legal fees, driver responsibility
fees, court costs and higher
insurance rates.

In 2009, there were 299
alcohol-related traffic deaths,
a decrease of 6 percent from
2008.

Road work

Construction work designed
to provide safety improve-
ments at the intersection of
Ford Road at Beck Road is
anticipated beqin this week,
Canton officials announced.

Construction will include
adding additional right-turn
lanes on Ford Road and pro-
tected left-turns in all quad-
rants.

The project is being funded
by the Michigan Department
of Transportation and is
anticipated to be completed
by September. Officials are
urging drivers to follow posted
detours and drive carefully
through the construction area.

For more information on
road projects going on in
Canton, visit www.canton-
mi.org or call Public Works at

Board faces choice on Fiegel's pact

Plymouth-
Canton school
superintendent
Dr. Craig Fiegel
speaks to the
Plymouth Noon
Rotary club.
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BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Former Plymouth-

Canton Community Schools
Superintendent Mike Hoben held
the job for 22 years, from July 1972
to June 1994.

In the 16 years since Hoben
walked out the door for the last
time, the district has seen a revolv-
ing door of superintendents.

Including two interim superin-
tendents who turned the job over
to the next person and one who got

Please see FIEGEL, A7

HEAD OF THE LINE

Here's a list of the people who've served as superintendent of
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools since Mike Hoben took
the job in 1972

Supt Start End

Mike Hoben July 1972 June 1994
Chuck Little July 1994 August 1999
Ken Walcott (*) July 1999 January 2000
Kathleen Booher January 2000 July 2002

Jim Ryan (*) July 2002 December 2002
Jim Ryan December 2002 February 2007
Ken Jacobs (*) February 2007 June 2008
Craig Fiegel July 2008 Present

(*) Interim

Canton firefighters scored high marks in a recent survey about how residents feel
about safety in their community.
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BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A staggering 98 percent
of Canton residents who
answered a new survey
said they feel safe in their
hometown, and an over-
whelming majority gave
high marks to township
police officers and fire-
fighters.

The new findings come

" from a community sur-
vey mailed late last year
to 4,000 households by
the Canton Public Safety
Department. Though not a
scientific poll, the results
provide one snapshot of
how residents view the
people hired to protect
them.

“We're very happy with
the results,” Public Safety
Director Patrick Nemecek
said. “A lot of the accolades
have to go to our men and
women on the street. They
are the people dealing with
the public on a day-to-day
basis.”

In all, 973 households
returned the survey, mark-
ing a nearly 25-percent
response rate. Survey
organizers used assessor’s
office data to randomly

Safety first

Study:

Police, firefighters

leave majority feeling safe

CANTON PUBLIC SAFETY
COMMUNITY SURVEY 2009

llyn,

If yes,
rate the service rate the service
2009 2009

select 4,000 households,
evenly divided among the
township’s four quadrants.
Results reflected a mix
of respondents based on

age, sex and education
level, though longtime
residents were more likely

Please see SURVEY, AS

Governor: State must continue to diversify

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Gov. Jennifer Granholm has
been saying for a long time the
state needs to diversify its busi-

ness climate in order to pull

out of the years-long economic

struggle the state has faced.
On Thursday, Granholm

brought that message to

Plymouth, speaking to the

Plymouth A.M. Rotary Club,

then touring a Plymouth

Township business she thinks
exemplifies the kind of diver-
sity she’s been talking about.

“The world has changed
and we have to change with

it,” Granholm told Rotarians

hope for change, but we have
to create our own way forward
and not wait for change to
come to us.”

To set up her point,
Granholm recalled the begin-
ning of her first term when, in
2003, she faced three imme-
diate crises: The financial
struggle of the Detroit Medical
Center, a racial uprising in
Benton Harbor and the mas-
sive blackout of August 2003.

Then, at the end of that year,
came the news Electrolux, the
manufacturing company that
had been making refrigerators
in Greenville for more than 100
years, was moving to Mexico,
taking its 2,700 jobs (in a town
of some 8,000 people) with it.

“zero taxes and unprecedented
concessions” on the table in an
effort to entice the company to
stay, but Electrolux turned it
down.

“They told us, ‘There’s noth-
ing you can do to compensate
for the fact we can pay $1.57
an hour in Mexico,” Granholm
recalled.

For years, Granholm's agen-
da, she said, has been to diver-
sify the state’s business base.
She said experts listed six areas
that would “give us a competi-
tive edge: advanced manufac-
turing (robotics, nano-tech-
nology); homeland security
and defense (an area to which
she said the auto industry has
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Governor Jennifer Granholm tours Lycera, a pharmaceutical research firm in
Plymouth Township, with Dr. Gary Glick, founder and chief scientific officer,

(734) 394-5150. during a special noon meeting A
at Fiamma Grill. “There’s still ~ She said the city and state put Please see GOVERNOR, A3 and scientist Chad VanHuis.
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