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Mothers, daughters:
Send us your photos

Hometown Life Woman, a
monthly special section inside
your Canton Observer, will cel-
ebrate “Mothers and Daughters”
in the May edition.

E-mail a favorite photo of you
and your mom, you and your
daughter or the aunt, grandmom,
stepmom or woman who was/is

- that special mom-like person in
your life. Remember — favorite
means old or new! E-mail your
photo (jpg format please) to
woman(@hometownlife.com and
make sure you identify everyone
in the photo. Tell us about the
photo in a sentence or two and be
sure to include a phone number
or e-mail address where we can
contact you for more informa-
tion. Then look for your photo in
the Thursday, May 6, edition of
Hometown Life Woman.

Waste pickup

Curbside pickup of residential
yard waste started Monday and
will continue until Dec. 2. All
yard waste should be placed with
your recyclables separate from
your trash on your regular trash
collection day.

Acceptable yard waste items
include; grass clippings, leaves,
yard and garden waste, pruning
debris, wood debris and brush.
Unacceptable yard waste items
include food scraps, animal waste,
batteries, chemicals and sod.

All containers must be marked
“YARD WASTE" and containers
weighing more than 50 pounds
or that are more than 32 gallons
will not be accepted. All of the
yard waste collected in Canton is
delivered to the Veolia Regional
Yard Waste Compost Site located
on Six Mile Road in Salem
Township.

For questions or more infor-
mation on yard waste collec-
tion, please refer to your Canton
Resource Guide or call Canton
Waste Recycling at (734) 397-5801

Burn notice

The Canton Parks Division is
conducting prescribed burns in
designated areas through April
15 in selected areas, including
Flodin Park Nature Trail, located
in Flodin Park between Morton
Taylor and Sheldon roads on
Saltz Road; and Sheldon and
Warren Road Nature Preserve,
located north of Warren Road.
The scheduled burns will take
place when optimal weather con-
ditions are met. For more infor-
mation or to find out the sched-
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ule of Canton’s Spring prescribed
burns, visit cantonfun.org or call
(734) 394-5310.
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Sabrina Boykin, with daughters Taylor and Lauryn, says she would be “sad" not
to get mail on Saturday. "l just love getting mail,” she says.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Alana Carmichael opposes ending Saturday mail delivery, saying it will result in job losses.

Postal users
on Saturday delivery

divided

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton residents are sharply divided
over the U.S. Postal Service’s proposal
to end Saturday mail delivery to homes
and businesses by early next year to
combat a deficit projected to swell to
$238 billion by 2020, barring cost-cut-
ting measures.

Some patrons outside the post office
on Canton Center north of Cherry Hill
indicated support for ending Saturday
delivery if it will help stem the flow of
red ink, but others criticized the pro-
posal as a way to slash jobs and deepen
economic troubles for postal employees.

Local resident Patricia Krinock said
customers may need to adapt to mail
delivery five days a week if it will rescue
the U.S. Postal Service, which has cited
rising expenses and declining revenues
as many former patrons increasingly
use the Internet to pay bills and conduct
business.

“That would be fine with me — any-
thing we can do to keep the U.S. Postal
Service in business,” Krinock said.

Moreover, she said post offices such
as the one on Canton Center have
become more customer friendly over the
years by adopting later evening hours to
serve busy patrons.

But Canton resident Alana
Carmichael said she worries because
she has a sister and a friend who work
for the U.S. Postal Service, and her
grandfather is a post office retiree.

“It’s going to cut a lot of jobs,”
Carmichael said, adding that the postal
service wants to save money at the
expense of its dedicated employees. “I
don't think it’s fair.”

Local resident Surendra Singh called
the proposal to end Saturday delivery
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“It was pretty amazing,”
Diane Risko, a Red Cross rep-
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Return Address: : :
41304 Concept Drive resentative, said.
Plymouth MI 48170 Here’s why:

« A total of 442 pints of blood
was donated that could poten-
tially help threefold as many
people — or 1,326 patients
— who need platelets, plasma
or red blood cells, Risko said.

« Of those who gave, 41

people were first-time donors.
“T'hat was phenomenal,” she
said.
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« An estimated 440 people
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registered to become poten-
tial life-saving bone marrow
donors.

+ In all, 195 people signed
up to become organ and tissue
donors through the Gift of Life
Michigan program.

“What an amazing testa-
ment to the generous nature of
people,” Gift of Life coordinator
Jennifer Tislerics said.

Risko said many people
gave blood, registered as bone
marrow donors and signed up
to become organ and tissue
donors.

St. Thomas a’Becket Catholic
Church of Canton hosted the
event with help from anoth-
er local church, St. John
Neumann.

The two churches orga-
nize blood drives every year,

Please see BLOOD, A3

Red Cross: Blood drive turnout ‘amazing’

Road work
ready to
test drivers

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton motorists should brace
for a long road construction season
that finally brings the much-antici-
pated widening of Canton Center Road
between Cherry Hill and Palmer — a
project certain to cause traffic snarls
near township government and library
facilities.

“It’s going to be a difficult summer,”
township staff engineer Bill Serchak
said, citing a series of projects on heav-
ily traveled roads across the community.

Yet, Serchak and other local officials

hope motorists
Map of area projects, A6.  will keep their
eyes on the prize
— better roads and intersections — as
the summer orange-barrel season tests
their patience.

Already workers have begun relocat-
ing water mains and other utilities as
road crews prepare in mid-April to start
the largest project — a $4.3 million
effort to widen Canton Center from two
lanes to five along the one-mile stretch
between Cherry Hill and Palmer.

The work by Madison Heights-based
Site Development Inc. marks Canton’s
first road project paid with federal
stimulus dollars, Township Engineer
Tom Casari said, though the county will
oversee it.

“It’s a full summer job,” Casari said,
and completion isn't expected until pos-
sibly late November.

The widening is expected to vastly
improve traffic flow along a heavily
traveled stretch of Canton Center used
by motorists to access local subdivi-
sions, township hall, the Canton Public
Library, Heritage Park, Summit on
the Park and St. Joseph Mercy Health
System of Canton.

The project also involves install-
ing new storm sewers alongside and
beneath Canton Center; installing mast
arm traffic signals at Heritage Park
Drive and Palmer; and reworking Civic
Center Boulevard, which runs between
township hall and the library, to bet-
ter align it with a subdivision entrance
across the road.

Road crews are expected to maintain
north and south lanes for traffic during
the project, partly by installing some
temporary lanes on the east side of
Canton Center.

Still, Casari predicted, “there will be
some backing up of traffic.”

And there’s another potential traf-
fic-clogging problem: It’s possible —
though not certain, Serchak said — that
workers could be forced to shut down
the Canton Center-Palmer intersection
for a few days.

If that happens — and local officials
are hoping it won't — motorists going to
places such as Summit on the Park and

Please see ROADS, A6
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American Red Cross officials said the

Good Friday blood drive at St. Thomas
a'Becket Church in Canton had one of

the largest turnouts in recent years in
southeast Michigan.
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“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will

run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Double the pleasure

The Canton Public Library
wants your tired, your poor,
your worn-out magazines,
newspapers, and catalogs;
your huddled masses of school
and office papers; the wretch-
ed refuse of your teeming junk
mail yearning to be recycled.

For the entire month of
April, when you place your
recyclable papers in the
library’s yellow and green bins
in the southwest corner of the
parking lot, the Canton Public
Library will receive double
earnings from Paper Retriever
Recycling.

Library officials call April
“the perfect month for spring
cleaning and clearing out your
unwanted papers. Plus, you'll
be making a difference by
recycling during the month
when people across the globe
celebrate the 40th anniversary
of Earth Day!"

For more information, call
the library, (734) 397-0999.

Tax help

State Sen. Bruce Patterson,
R-Canton, is offering free tax
guides to assist constituents
with tax questions.

The guide gives the latest
information in simple-to-
understand terms, all in one
publication. It includes infor-

“mation for the 2009 tax year
on property taxes, homestead
property tax credits, farmland
and open space tax relief, the
home heating credit program,
the Michigan Income Tax, the
Single Business Tax, and other
tax related subjects.

The guides are available at
a variety of locations in the
7th Senate District, including
Canton Township Hall, the
Canton Public Library and
senior center.

An online version of the
2010 Tax Guide is available by

visiting Patterson’s Web site at
www.senatorbrucepatterson.
com/.

Newcomers Mom 2 Mom

Canton Newcomers Club
hosts its Mom2Mom sale
on April 10, 2010 from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Summit,
46000 Summit Parkway,
Canton.

Roll Over fund-raiser

A “Roll Over Cancer
Fund Raiser,” sponsored by
“Inspired from Heaven” for the
Canton Relay for Life, takes
place 7-10 p.m. Saturday, April
10, at Skateland West, 37550
Cherry Hill in Westland.

Skates will be available to
rent or skaters can bring their
own. The event will feature a
50/50 raffle (prize: Birthday
party for 8 at Skateland) and
door prizes; luminaries will be
available for $10.

Proceeds go to the American
Cancer Society Canton Relay
for Life. For more information,
contact Mary at inspiredfrom-
heaven@yahoo.com

Rose party

The Canton Lions Club hosts
a “Millionaire’s Party” April
15-17 at Rose’s Restaurant.

All proceeds will benefit the
Canton Lions Club and fund
programs for sight- and hear-
ing-impaired folks in Canton
Township. The party runs 7
p.m. to 2 a.m. each night.

Rose’s Restaurant is located
at 201 N. Canton Center Road
in Canton.

Damaris scholars

The Plymouth Community
Arts Council will recognize a
Plymouth-Canton School dis-
trict senior who has displayed
outstanding abilities in visual
arts and plans to continue his/
her education in this field with
the $1,000 Damaris Fine Arts
Award.

Students’ artwork will be
judged on its originality, cre-
ativity, and use of material.
Artwork will be professionally

Juried.

Applications will be accept-
ed April 27-30, the work will
be juried April 30-May 3, and
the Damaris Fine Arts Award
will be announced May 4.

Applications can be down-
loaded at: www.storytellerde-
sign.com/DamarisAward.pdf

Contact Tamara Trudelle at
the PCAC, (734) 416-4278 to
make an appointment to sub-
mit application and portfolio.

For more information, con-
tact Debra Madonna, (734)
377-0914, clarion@storytell-
erdesign.com.

Clothing bank

The Plymouth/Canton
Clothing Bank located in
Salem High School is now
fully stocked with gently
used clothing from infants to
adults. People who need cloth-
ing and live in the Plymouth/
Canton school district can call
(734) 416-6179 for information
and an appointment.

The Plymouth/Canton
Clothing Bank is open
Monday, Wednesday, and
Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. when school is in
session.

Bible study workshop

Precept Ministries
International will be hold-
ing Training Workshops at
Calvary Baptist Church on
June 18-19 to teach students
and potential or current Bible
study leaders how to study
the Bible inductively, improve
their Bible study skills or be
equipped to lead a Bible study
discussion group.

Experienced instructors
lead sessions that teach the
Inductive Bible Study Method,
using the skills of observation,
interpretation, and applica-
tion to help students under-
stand the Bible for themselves.
Courses will also be offered
to train people to lead small
group bible study discussions.
Experienced trainers use tried
and true methods to help stu-
dents develop more effective

Rotary honor

The Canton Rotary Club and Carrabba’s Italian Grill presented the third
annual ‘Sharing in the Community Award' to retired Canton Public Safety
Director John Santomauro, who was honored for his dedication and
service to the Canton community. Rotary officials said Santomauro “truly
represents Rotary’s motto, ‘Service Above Self, and has exemplified
Rotary's Four Way Test during his years of service to the Canton
community.” Pictured are Club President Bill Tesen, who presented the
award, Canton Supervisor Phil LaJoy, who shared some highlights of
Santomauro’s career, honoree John Santomauro, and Carrabba’s owner
Scott Osborne, who presented Santomauro with a wine and dine gift
certificate to Carrabba’s Italian Grill for a seven-course dinner for six.

Bible study or leading skills.
For more information or to
register for workshops go to
www.precept.org. For ques-
tions or an informational
brochure call Lee Anne Young,
(734) 455-0022, Ext. 2144, or
e-mail leeanne@cbejoy.org.

Slavens coffee

State Rep. Dian Slavens,
D-Canton, invites residents
to join her for a cup of coffee
and conversation at one of her
upcoming coffee hours.

Slavens will host her
April coffee hours 9-10 a.m.
Monday, April 12, at the
Canton Big Boy, 45250 Ford
Road in Canton, and 11 a.m.
to noon Monday, April 19, at
Mike’s Red Apple Restaurant,
60 Main, in Belleville.

Slavens hosts regular coffee
hours and town hall meetings
throughout Canton Township,
Belleville and Van Buren
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Township. If your business or
organization is interested in
hosting an event with Slavens,
call her office toll-free at (888)
347-8021 or send e-mail to
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov.
Residents also can sign up for
Slavens’ e-newsletter and take
her brief community survey by
visiting her Web site at www.
house.mi.gov/dslavens.

Hospice support

Compassionate Care
Hospice is offering a seven-
week grief support series,
“Understanding Your Grief,”
beginning Thursday, April 15.

The group is for any adult
who has experienced the death
of a loved one and will pro-
vide support and education
on the grieying process. The
group will be conducted at the
Compassionate Care Hospice
office located at 5820 N. Lilley
Rd.,, Ste. 1, Canton, from 7-
8:30 p.m. There is no charge.

For information or to regis-
ter, contact Ann Christensen,
Compassionate Care Hospice
Bereavement Coordinator, at
(734) 983-9050.

Business women meet

The Canton Business &
Professional Women meet 6-
8:30 p.m. Monday, April 12, at
Palermo’s Restaurant, 44938
Ford Road in Canton.

Guest speaker Kathy
Henning will talk about being
less stressed by showing how
important it is to stay present
in the moment because the

mind can get carried away, in
particular worrying about the
future.

For more information and to
RSVP, contact June Nicholas
at junenicholas@comcast.net
or by calling (313) 610-2561.

Captain meetings

Canton Relay for Life hosts
team captain meetings 7 p.m.
April 13 at the Canton Public
Library, and 7 p.m. April 27 at
the Summit.

Teams currently registered
for the local Relay For Life
event or anyone interested
in learning more about par-
ticipating in the event should
attend. Team Captain meet-
ings will be held periodically
as the community ramps up
for the annual Relay For Life
of Canton on May 15-16 at
Heritage Park.

Community members can
join the movement for a world
with less cancer and more
birthdays by starting a new
team or joining an existing
team by following the links at
www.relayforlife.org/canton-
mi. Donations can be made to
this local Relay For Life event
by visiting www.relayforlife.
org/cantonmi as well.

Field fund-raiser

Field Elementary’s seventh
annual Fun Fair takes place
5:30-9 p.m. on May 7 at 1000 S.
Haggerty in Canton. The public
is welcome, and food and con-
cessions will be available.

Raffle tickets will sell for $5,
and prizes include $1,000 Visa
Gift Card, Small Flat Screen
TV, Lap Top, XBox and game
bundle and a Digital Camera.
Raffle tickets will be available
to purchase the evening of the
event; the drawing takes place
at 8:45 p.m. (need not be pres-
ent to win).

A Silent Auction will be held
from 6-8:30 p.m. If you have
a business and would like to
donate to the Silent Auction,
contact Sheila Smith at (734)
637-7891. Ticket drops for
opportunities to win themed
baskets donated and assembled
by each classroom. Tickets are

$1 each or 12 for $10.

Family events will include a
cake walk, pop ring toss, face
painting, cash cube, carnival-
type games, hospital room,
fortune-telling and more.
Each child who plays games
will win a prize. Wristbands
are $10 at the door or tickets
4 for $1.

All proceeds to benefit
Field Elementary’s students,
including educational needs
(books, classroom equipment,
subscriptions, etc) and new
playground equipment.

Happy Hetingls
. “fﬁr{- )

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. « Plymouth

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com

B \NOvi VEIN

We li('ilu Ic';;\ bk (0 Life

Dog Day Care

Cage-Free Day Care, ‘
Boarding & Training

No Sowntinten, 110 SITEONG.

Does Your Stay-at-home
Dog Need at Break?

Fully Give Us a Call!

N ) Insured

While you are at work,
HOUR DETROIT MAGAZING & or out of town, we are at work
TOP DOCS# caring for your loyal friend ,

and companion. ]
Look in on them on our |
doggie web-cams!

Call today for an Estimate!
c:(734) 740-4042
b: (734) 699-5959

OGRS 383

AGH26 W, 12 Mile Road, Sulte 338, NOVI
West of Novi Road, near 1-06

240.344.9110 « www.NoviVein,com

Jeffrey H. Miller, MD
Board Certified Interventional Radiologist
Board Certitled Phiebologist

Mix & Mateh

5 hamburgers or mini fries...any combination for only

"S.00

- An exceptional home-like setting for
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering,

Memory Impaired and Alzheimer’s residents.

/) in Westiand Mall!

Near Kohls

—— e ———— -

Serving bhreakdast 7 am -

11:30 am daily AND _

Friday’s & Saturday’s ;

Midnight tI) 4am) i
Any Breakiast ; |

1 v:fii_ludﬂ].';h ! , -24 Hour Professional Staffing -Planned Activities

Open Daily -Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free -Beauty & Barber Sho f

am-anignt | POP-IN OPEN PLAYTIME g Il - b -

Open Fri. & Sat 7 DAYS A WEEK o F i 3 Home Cooked Meals A Day On Call Nurse Practitioner |

Until 4am %) -Daily Housekeeping & Laundry -Medication Management ‘1‘.‘

Pﬂp |N Pl_ AY | e ™ -Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard -Incontinence Management |

|
’.

'.k.“;:nda&» Thursday
$5.00/All Day

CANTON
{?@@D
Located at 8121 Lilley

between Joy & Warren Roads

1),
Fri.-Sunday $5.00 hour'
$10 for 4 Hours Any 0?"" Pl
L

l
The Perfect Party Spot! I we s . 01IME I

% %X For m%gﬁ%gmﬂfmmmﬂm .* *

BRAY'S Hamburgers
35650 Ford Rd. * 2 Blocks West of Wayne Road

734-722-2950

orooenrony



mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://www.senatorbrucepatterson
mailto:heaven@yahoo.com
http://www.NovlVoitt.com
http://www.precept.org
mailto:leeanne@cbcjoy.org
http://www.ex1remefun.us
mailto:DianSlavens@house.mi.gov
mailto:atjunenicholas@comcast.net
http://www.relayforlife.org/canton-
http://www.relayforlife
http://www.happyhoundsdciycare.com

online at hometownlife.com

American Red Cross volunteers tag the bags at the Good Friday blood/bone marrow donor drive at St. Thomas a'Becket Catholic Church in Canton.

LOCAL NEWS

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Only 697 Canton prop-
erty owners appealed their
assessments this year to the
township’s Board of Review
— asharp decline from the
1,292 appeals filed a year ago,
Assessor Doug Shaw said.

The final tally includes both
those property owners who
appeared before the Board of
Review and others who either
dropped off or mailed in their
appeals, he said.

Shaw attributed the decline
in appeals to tax relief that
virtually every Canton hom-
eowner received this year due
to falling property values and a
decline in the Consumer Price
Index, or rate of inflation.

Statistics weren't yet available
showing the number of Canton
property owners who received
additional tax relief by appeal-
ing to the Board of Review.

KIRSTE MOLINE

Her husband, Dave Brooks,
said the family remains hope-
ful that a match will be found.

“I'm very pleased that we got
440 people on the (national)
bone marrow registry,” Dave
Brooks said. “The church did
a great job with the volunteers
and all the people who gave
their time and effort. It warms
your heart to see so many peo-
ple help out. There are a whole
bunch of unsung heroes.”

Dave Brooks said anyone

who couldn’t make the event

BLOOD

FROM PAGE A1

but this year’s bone marrow
registration took on special
significance because one of

St. Thomas a'Becket’s own

— Canton mother of two Kerry
Brooks — needs a matching
donor. She is battling acute
Iymphoblastic leukemia, spe-
cifically the rarer Philadelphia
chromosome positive form.
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but who wants to register for
the national Be The Match
registry may log on to www.
marrow.org and click on the
“Join the Registry” tab.
Meanwhile, blood drive coor-
dinators Cathy Hulett, Peggy
Greene, Patti Bihn and Sandy
Szbisty counted more than 80
on-site volunteers for the event,
and they said the turnout of
donors exceeded expectations.
Organizers also commended
volunteers who dropped off
food for nurses and volun-
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It's simple: you call - we deliver, even if you're not home.

Moreover, property own-
ers who aren’t satisfied by the
Board of Review process may
file appeals with the Michigan
Tax Tribunal.

Citing another downward
trend in the market value and
taxable value of homes for
2010, Shaw said the Board of
Review had expected fewer
appeals this year as more prop-
erty owners saw tax relief.

teers. They singled out Rose's
Restaurant for donating pizza.
Another event already
is planned for 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Sunday, July 18, at
St. John Neumann, 44800
Warren Road. Hulett said
blood donors may start signing
up by going to www.redcross-
blood.org and typing in “ccu”
as a sponsor code.
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Officials: Assessment
appeals on decline

Residential property values
for 2010 fell nearly 10 percent,
Shaw said, while commer-
cial property values fell even
more sharply by 15 percent.
Industrial property values
remained flat,

While that means tax relief
for property owners, township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said
Canton expects to lose another
$2.3 million in tax revenues
this year due to the declining
values.

As aresult, LaJoy said the
township will continue to trim
costs by trying not to fill jobs
that become vacant. He also
said local officials will have to
find “creative ways” to tighten
the purse strings and rein in
spending while attempting to
provide services that residents
have come to expect.

“We'll just have to continue
to do what we've been doing,”
he said.

LaJoy and other township
officials also have indicated
they may have to dip into the
township’s general fund bal-
ance which, during the last
audit, had topped the $7 mil-
lion mark.

Meanwhile, Shaw said some
property owners who appealed
their assessments this year
based some of their documen-
tation on the sale of foreclosed
homes in their neighborhoods.
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Twelve Oaks

*Offer Includes standard no-line Instinctive™ bifocals: Additional charge may be applied for strong prescription,

Other progressives, speclalty lenses and lens options are additional, Designer sunglass frames and Sunsations not Included
Complete palr puuln required. **Selected designer frames 25% off. Some special orders excluded. See optician for details.
Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Selection varies by location
Not valid where prohibited by law. tEye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry.

Offer ends April 21, 2010

For the location nearest you, call 1-888-889-EYES
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Man reports drug dealer stole
his cash

A Canton man contacted police

to report he had given his alleged
drug dealer $900 for some “good
Colombian marijuana” — but he said
he hadn't received the marijuana or
his money back.

The man lives on Iron Gate, north-
east of Warren and Sheldon.

It might seem odd for a man to
report the theft of money that was
to be used to buy drugs. However, it
didn't come as a surprise to Canton
police, who know the man by his first
name because they have had numer-
ous contacts with him in the past.

Pot call

Also from the marijuana files,

police were dispatched to
Magnolia Court, north of Cherry Hill
and east of Haggerty, after someone
saw what appeared to be a small bag
of marijuana on the console of a car.

Police arrived and noticed the bag
along with rolling papers on the seat
of the car, so they went to the man’s
residence. The incident happened
around 6 p.m. March 31.

He initially told police he didn’t
know what they were talking about.
Then he said he would accompany
them outside after he put his dog
away upstairs. He was gone for
awhile and then asked the police to
leave, but he ended up going outside
with them.

The man told police he didn’t know
whose baggie was in the car. He said
he had co-signed for the vehicle for
another family member who lived
elsewhere, but he didn’t want to give
a name. He said the relative was in
Texas and had keys to the vehicle.

Police managed to open the car
and retrieve what appeared to be
marijuana. The investigation was
continuing.

Fence damage

A man who lives on Camelot,
southwest of Warren and Sheldon,
called police after a motorist drove
across his front yard and damaged
a decorative fence. The man looked
outside after he heard a loud crash
around 3:45 a.m. Saturday.

The man’s fence was in pieces and
scattered across the front yard when
police arrived. Tire tracks also could
be seen on the yard.
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Phone home

One man’s misfortune should send

a message to other movie-goers:
Careful putting a cell phone in a cup
holder.

The man went to Canton Cinema,
on Ford Road west of Morton Taylor,
placed his BlackBerry in a cup
holder, watched a movie and got up
to leave without his phone. When he
went back to his seat, it was gone.

The man suspected another
patron who had sat near him. He
approached the other man, who
denied taking the BlackBerry.

The incident happened about 11:20
p-m. last Thursday.

Hit and run

Police were dispatched to an area

where a female driver was report-
ed to have left the scene of a property
damage accident about 1:45 p.m.
last Friday northwest of Sheldon and
Ford roads.

Officers found the woman in the
parking lot of Huntington Bank, and

she told them she had tried to pull
into a parking spot when she struck
another vehicle before driving off.
She told police she was scared and
didn’t know what to do.

Police issued a citation for the
woman to appear in 35th District
Court.

Floodlight smashed

A floodlight at the entrance to

Cherry Meadow subdivision, south
of Cherry Hill and west of Sheldon,
was broken and thrown on a resi-
dent’s front porch shortly before 2
a.m. Friday, according to police.

A resident had gone to unlock the
door for another family member and
noticed the broken flood light on his
porch, which faces Cherry Hill.

The light was used to illuminate
the subdivision entrance sign. Police
also found that a mount for the
floodlight had been broken.

- Compiled by Darrell Clem from
Canton Police Department reports

Former clerk gets
30 days in jail for
embezzlement

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A former civilian clerk who
once worked in the records
bureau for the Livonia Police
Department was sentenced
Tuesday to two years probation
and 30 days in jail for embez-
zling more than $20,000.

Jane Anne Delaney, 63,
of Canton will serve the
30-day jail sentence on
15 consecutive weekends.
Delaney was sentenced by
Wayne County Judge Michael
Hathaway after she pleaded
guilty March 9 to a charge
of embezzlement by a public
official over $50.

Hathaway also ordered her
to continue psychiatric treat-
ment and counseling,

Delaney’s job as clerk
involved processing requests
from the public for copies
of accident reports, police

reports, gun permits and nota-
ry duties, as she was a public
notary. After police received a
tip, police began an investiga-
tion of Delaney.

Police recovered $20,369
with $20,270 from her home
and the remainder from her
purse, according to Detective
Tim Larion. That recovered
money will remain in the city’s
possession, Larion said.

Larion believes the amount
was close to what Delaney
took. She confessed to tak-
ing about $22,000 over a
five-month period. Delaney
had also kept a ledger with
the dates and amounts of the
money she stole with a total
that was close to the amount
recovered, Larion said.

Delaney, who worked for the
city for 21 years and for the
police department for at least
10, was terminated after her
arrest Oct. 2.

Planning is the key to
surviving severe weather

To help recognize Severe
Weather Awareness Week,
which begins Sunday, Canton’s
Emergency Management Office
encourages residents to review
thunderstorm, lightening, torna-
do and flood safety procedures.

Public Safety officials
remind Canton residents
they should not be compla-
cent when it comes to severe
weather. Michigan’s history
has many significant severe
weather events that unfortu-
nately have brought millions of
dollars in damages to property,

along with deaths and injuries.

Emergency Management
officials said the best time to
prepare for severe weather is
before it happens. Have a plan
in place for your family and
your pets. Be sure everyone
knows where to go and what to
do in case of severe weather no
matter where you are.

For more information on severe
weather awareness, contact
Canton’s Emergency Management
Office at (734) 394-5357 or visit
Canton Public Safety’s Web site at
www.cantonpublicsafety.org,
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* Decks

o Additions
e Basements
e Bathrooms

learWater

Construction

e Dormers
* Family Rooms
* Kitchens
e Porches

. Getting ready for spring is as easy as...
AIR CONDITIONING

Stay cool this summer!

Air Conditioning Sale

Purchase a new Tappan high efficiency furnace or central air conditioner
and receive 15% off the regular total package price installed, or get a 10
: year factory parts and labor warranty at no additional cost.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Enjoy your home more!

e Patios

* Recreation Rooms

* Windows

* Home Mobility Solutions

POOL & SPA

Get in the swim fast!

» We service all makes and models of pools and spas

» Pool openings, above-ground, in-ground
* Ask us about pool heating options

receive a free heating &
cooling analysis!

734.502.5060

11844 Hubbard Road Livonia, MI 48150

www.ClearwaterConstructionServices.com
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Open your pool by May 1st and'g
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FROM PAGE A1 Under the postal plan, Saturday express
mail and delivery to post office boxes
would continue even though delivery to
homes and businesses would stop. Postal
officials have estimated first-year sav-
ings of as much as $3.1 billion, potentially
increasing to $5.2 billion a year by 2020.

Saturday was chosen as the day to pos-
sibly halt delivery because it typically has
the lightest volume of mail. However, the
measure would have to be approved by
the U.S. Postal Regulatory Commission
and Congress before it could become

- Support group
aims to help
parents of
troubled teens

For mothers of teens who
have rejected the values of their
upbringing, Calvary Baptist
Church in Canton is offer-
ing help and encouragement

to homes and businesses a practical idea
amid challenging financial times.

“In this economy, I think it’s a good
idea,” Singh said. "When the economy
gets better, they could go back to six days.
But if it saves money right now, 1 don't
think it’s a problem.”

Canton mother Sabrina Boykin, accom-
panied outside the Canton Center facility
by daughters Taylor, 9, and Lauryn, 6,
said she looks forward to getting her mail

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

through HeartCry, a Christian six days a week. effective,
support group. The group meets ~ “I'll be so sad if they stop delivering Patricia Krinock doesn’t mind eliminating Saturday mail delivery if it will help the U.S.
7 p-m., every other Wednesday at  on Saturday,” she said. “I just love get- delem@®hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238 Postal Service combat financial losses.

Calvary Baptist Church, 43065
Joy Road, in Canton.

Lee Anne Young, director
of Women's Ministries at the
church, believes the faith-
based support group fulfills a
need in the community.

“Mothers can do everything
‘right’ as a parent, but the child is
still free to make destructive life
choices,” Young said. “When that
happens, mothers find them-
selves in a crisis with nowhere to
turn. HeartCry provides a safe,
practical support system.”

Jacalyn Sanders, herself the
mother of a rebellious child,
formed the group three years
ago to provide support to other
mothers in similar circum-
stances. Group members typi-

SPECIAL
VALUE!
now

$9983-gallon

was *17%

cally have teens/young adults
who are involved in drug or
alcohol abuse, gambling, tru-
ancy, pornography, promiscuity
or criminal behavior.

“When I discovered my son
was in trouble, I didn't know
where to turn to for help,” said
Sanders. “It was embarrassing
to share the situation with my
family, friends and colleagues;
besides, most of them simply
could not identify with what
my family was going through.”

At the time, Sanders was a
middle school teacher, specifi-
cally dealing with at-risk stu-
dents. Accustomed to offering
support and advice to other
parents, she nevertheless felt
overwhelmed when she learned
her own son was drug-involved.

Sanders tried participating

VALUE!

Emerald
Green
Arborvitae
*Evergreen shrub
keeps its
emerald green
color in winter
*Full sun *Grows
up to 15'H x 4'W
#93514

SPECIAL
VALUE!
now

$998
was '1¥'bn

Assorted

. Trees

*Choose from
several varieties
*Exposure varies

with specles
*Height varies
with species
*Red Maple
shown #50472

in family support groups asso-
ciated with 12-step programs.
“1 discovered those groups
often assumed our family was
dysfunctional,” Sanders said.
“But my husband and I had
raised our son in a loving home.
What I needed was help in deal-
ing with the disappointment and
guilt” Eventually, Sanders, with
help from group members, wrote
a 12-step program specifically
for mothers of rebellious teens.
“The first step is to acknowl-
- edge that your child has reject-
ed your value system and that
vour child’s behavior is beyond
the scope of problems typi-
cally experienced by teenagers.

VALUE!
Many parents remain in a state 3 FO R
of denial”, explains Sanders,

“minimizing the situation or ol
placing blame for their child’s ASsorted Perennlals
behavior on others.” eDianthus shown

Membership in the group is #96041
always open and no fees are was *5% gailon
involved. Sanders acknowl-
edged that it can be difficult
for someone to take that first
step and attend a meeting.

“But inevitably, mothers tell
me the group becomes a lifeline
- it’s the one place they can be
completely honest about what's
happening with their child and & %0 o0
not be judged,” Sanders said. b - e SRR AR 0

Pansy

*Wide range of flower colors *Enjoys cool
weather *ldeal for beds and borders *Blooms
fall to spring *Full sun *Mounding #92985

Mature plants shown. Actual plant material at store may vary.

YOUR
CHOICE

SPECIAL ¢ 75 G

89°

was "1™ 6-pack

Limit 50 bags per customer.

Miracle-Gro® Flower and
Vegetable Garden Soll
#12796

was *3” 1 cu.ft.

Roundup® Ready-To-Use
Weed and Grass Killer
#94608

was *4¥ 240z,

Free Assembly

SPECIALVALUE!

Further details, including contact infor-
mation and a meeting schedule, can be
found on the group’s Web site, http://
www.heartcrysupportgroup.org/

Color varies by market. Limit 2 per customer.
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12"L Castlewall - All Colors True Temper 4 Cu. Ft.

#12°L x 8*"W x 4"H Steel Wheelbarrow

#12233 #135144

12" Cut Electric

String Trimmer/Edger

*3.5 amps *.065" single-line bump
head 4 Ibs. *Groom ‘N' Edge™ head
rotates 180° for edging #164071

17" Electric Hedge Trimmer
»2 8 amps *Single-action
hardened steel blades *Cuts
branches up to 3/8" thick #4.7 Ibs
»2-year warranty #163272

 THINKING ABOUT...
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LENNOXD
Receive up to a...

*1,400”
Rebate*

Offer expires 6-30-10
*See dealer for details

29

Eroup price includes no

2 chairs and 1 table was

1500 e 599 1 g
- ; " 6'H x 6'L Madison Privacy
(P[us Uptoa 1’ - now Group price g;zdg.'ﬁfggg 23(?:;:2 Super Pro Charcoal Grill/Smoker | Vinyl Fence Panel
— Federal tax credit s was 1#124750:130696 845 sq. In. cooking area *Seasoned *Won't fade, crack or peel #291339
S 3118 C\J':hl()ﬂ&‘SO'd separately cast-iron cooking grate #44754 Post and accessories sold separately
Plus Urtoa 500
=~ Utility company
rebate
Visit Our Showroom! R E E D

Our 36th Year! %

UNITED TEMPERATURE

8919 MIDDLEBELT » LIVONIA

(734) 525-1930

www.unitedtemperatureservices.com

on grills, patio furniture sets and riding lawn mowers over *299
US deliveries only and must be within 50 miles of the store. Offer valid 4/7/10 - 4/12/10.

Detalls on our policies and services: Prices may vary after 4/12/10 if there are market variations, “Was" prices in this advertisement were in effect on 3/31/10 and may
vary based on Lowe's Everyday Low Price policy. See store for detalls regarding groduct warranties. We reserve the right to limit quantities. While Lowe's strives to be
accurate, unintentional errors may occur. We reserve the right to correct any error. Prices and promotions apply to US locations only, and are available while supplies last
© 2010 by Lowe’s®. All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LFLLC. (R6904-1)
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Stabenow: Bill would level playing field

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In 17 years at Atlas Tube,
one of the country’s larg-
est manufacturers of hollow
steel tubing products, plant
manager Jeff Cole has seen
sales drop and employees laid
off because of uneven pricing
that allows overseas competi-
tors to sell products and ser-
vices cheaper.

If legislation being pushed

by U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow,

aimed at the way the Chinese
value their currency, can do
something about it, Cole is all
for it.

Stabenow was at Atlas
Tube’s Plymouth plant
Tuesday, stumping for support
for her Currency Exchange
Rate and Oversight Reform
Act, which would penalize
countries like China, she says,
which undervalues its cur-
rency to artificially discount
its foreign products.

Stabenow contends some
countries undervalue their
currency to give themselves a
competitive advantage in the
global economy. One of those,
Stabenow said, is China,
which she says undervalues
its currency by as much as 40
percent.

“I have been focused on
making sure, in a global
economy;, the rules are fair,”
said Stabenow, who is prepar-
ing for a trip to Beyjing. “It
needs to be a level playing
field. It's not OK for countries
to cheat.”

According to Stabenow,
China has undervalued
its currency since its 2001
admission to the World Trade
Organization, which provides
a formula for how member
countries are to value their
money. Stabenow said the
Chinese haven't ever followed
those rules; consequently, she
said, the Chinese “dump their
products” into the U.S. at
much cheaper rates than com-
panies like Atlas Tube.

Atlas Tube, located on
Eckles in Plymouth Township,
has a production capac-
ity of some 180,000 tons
and employs more than 50

* (as, water,

BILL BR[QLLR | SIAFV PHOYOL:RAPHER

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow talks about legislation to force countries to
properly value their currency, a bill she said would help companies like Atlas

Tube in Plymouth Township.

workers. It’s a division of
John Maneely Co., which
Atlas president Dave Seeger
said has lost some 500 jobs
because of tactics such as
those he says the Chinese use.
Stabenow believes the job loss
due to such practices num-
bered more than 2 million
between 2001-08.

“When you undervalue
your currency, it gives you
a huge unfair advantage,”
Seeger said. “Congress has
been reluctant to address
it. I'm sure it’s complicated
politically ... to get tough with
China on trade. I think (that
reluctance) comes at the cost
of thousands of manufactur-
ing jobs across the country.”

The legislation would:

* Require the Department
of Treasury to act when it
sees that a currency is being
undervalued as a result of
clear government policies that
interfere with the currency
market.

* Require the Department
of Commerce to act when an
American company complains
that Chinese products get a
subsidy or because manipu-
lated currency results in pric-
es that are artificially low.

* Provide the Department
of Commerce with formulas

Apartments Now
Starting At Just

SI 549 ,

* Restaurant-style dining

and hear included

to impose penalties for dump-
ing or subsidies so manufac-
turers and businesses do not
have to wait for action by the
Treasury Department.

If it works, it'll cut down on
the competitive advantage for
overseas countries.

“I don't deal with (jobs), I
deal with our volume,” said
Cole, Atlas’ plant manager.
“Over the past couple of years,
we've seen our volumes drop.
Our customers are buying
overseas because they can get
it cheaper. They've had anti-
dumping laws, but with their
price manipulation, Chinese
get around them. It's time
someone did something about
1t

Stabenow said the legisla-
tion, and the attitude that
comes with it, is as important
as the bill itself.

“We're going to commit
ourselves to American manu-
facturing and American jobs,”
she said. “We've had a decade
of ‘being in a global economy.’
But that doesn’t work if the
other countries aren't follow-
ing the rules. This isn’t about
closing borders. It's about
making everyone follow the
rules.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

¢ Convenient location near \]m]‘\pmu and medical offices
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6. Microsurfacing project on
Ford Road from east of
Sheldon to Wayne Road in
Westland,
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Summit
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Beck Rd.

T.Widening of Ford Rd. from Geddes Rd.
three lanes to five at Beck Rd
Q.
W o 2
%
Mott Rd.
Source: Canton Township
Other road projects set for $945,577 effort for a five-lane
this year — none of which reconstruction at the Warren-
FROM PAGE Al is expected to result in any Lilley intersection, an area local
significant road closings officials said is in dire need
— include: of improvements. The project
the Pheasant Run Golf Club * Widening and adding turn  could begin in coming weeks.
would likely have to take either lanes on Lilley Road at Cherry * A microsurfacing project
Heritage Park Drive or Civic Hill, and similarly widen- along Ford Road, from just east
Center Boulevard — both near  ing Cherry Hill at Haggerty. of Sheldon Road to Wayne Road
the government complex — Serchak said those two local in Westland, is expected to

over to Veterans Way and then
to Summit Parkway. Workers
would likely put up detour
signs to help drivers.

Meanwhile across town,
Serchak said the widening of
Sheldon Center Road from
Canton Center to Joy isn't
expected to begin until next
year, though it could be bid out
later this year.

projects are expected to cost
about $800,000 and could
begin within a month.

* Though an exact date isn't
known, the county this sum-
mer will put down an overlay
to make surface repairs along
a stretch of Palmer between
Haggerty and Lilley.

+ Another summer fed-
eral stimulus project involves a
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altonwood offers spacious Independent and Licensed Assisted Living apartments in an environment
thar makes everyone feel at home. And with multiple levels of care at our community, you and your

family will enjoy peace of mind knowing we can respond to your changing needs

* Spacious studio, one- and two-bedroom apartments w/storage — balcony and
walk-out patios available

This low rate is only available through April 30, so call or stop by to
select your apartment today!

(888) 482-5918

begin in July. It is far less intru-
sive than a full-fledged resur-
facing project, and the work is
mostly expected at night when
traffic volume is lower.

* A widening of Ford Road
at Beck from three lanes to
five is expected to be bid out
in June and occur later in
the summer, possibly in July,
including new traffic signals.

\/

Waltonwood Senior Living
N - D, 7’
CARRIAGE PARK
2250 Canton Center Rd, Canton

www. Waltonwood.com
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The Paisley Fogg — including (from left) Dave Birchler, Dawn Dehring, Tom

my Anderson, Tom Birchler, Ron Graham

L e v e B

and Keith Birchler — will be among the bands performing at ‘Jammin' to End Famine’ April 23 in Livonia.

Birchler family fights
hunger with music

The Birchler family hosts
“Jammin’' to End Famine 2010,
its third annual concert to
benefit Kids Against Hunger,
at 6:30 p.m. Friday, April 23,
at Monaghan's Knights of
Columbus Hall in Livonia.

*This year our goal is to double
the amount of money we raise.
The need here in Michigan, as
well as places like Haity, is just
staggering,” said Dave Birchler,
60, of Birmingham, one of five
brothers involved.

The show will feature four
acts, three of which contain
members of the Birchler fam-
ily, said Tom Birchler, 56, of
Livonia, concert organizer.

Tickets, which are tax-
deductible, are $20 each, or
$10 for students. A cash bar,
free pizza, salad, sweets and
face painting Cat’s Meow Face
Design are included.

Last vear, the concert drew
175 people and raised more
than $3,000. This year, the
Birchlers hope to attract 350
people and raise more than
$6,000. They reduced the
ticket price for students in an

effort to attract more young
people and help spread the
word about Kids Against
Hunger, Tom Birchler said.
Kids Against Hunger is a
worldwide hunger relief orga-
nization that also assists needy
Michigan families. “Haiti has
always been the No. 1 country
KAH has sent food to, even
prior to this year's earth-
quake,” Tom Birchler said.
Tom Birchler said he was
very impressed with Kids
Against Hunger after partici-
pating in a mega packaging
event in Okemos, where 800
volunteers assembled 100,000
meals. “I was astounded to
see hundreds of grade school
and high school kids enjoy-
ing themselves while helping
to package food for the less
fortunate. All the profit from
this concert will go directly
towards buying more food
to take advantage of the tre-
mendous participation Kids
Against Hunger inspires.”
Kids Against Hunger sets up
food packaging satellites in the
United States and worldwide

COMIC OPERA GUILD presents

JEROME KERN'S 1920 smash hit

through partnerships with
humanitarian organizations,
enabling them to deliver its
specially formulated rice-soy
casserole to starving children
and their families in more
than 40 countries.

Music at the concert will be
geared to all ages, Tom Birchler
said. “We try to give them
something different each year. 1
am extremely excited about the
talent we'll have on stage.”

John Birchler of Plymouth, a
past president of the Kiwanis
Club of Colonial Plymouth,
is the one who suggested the
family raise money for Kids
Against Hunger.

Monaghan’s Knights of
Columbus Hall is at 19801
Farmington Road. Tickets
are available at the door or in
advance by contacting Tom
Birchler via email at thirchler@
twmi.rr.com. or by calling
him at (248) 722-1820. For
more information about Kids
Against Hunger, go to www.
kidsagainsthungercoalition.
com. For venue information, go
to www.livoniakofc.com.

Easily Kern’s biggest hit before SHOWBOAT, Sally is packed with melody,
romance and humor. Songs include “You Can’t Keep a Good Girl Down,” “The
Church around the Corner” and the well-known “Look for the Silver Lining.”

THURSDAY APRIL 8, 8pm*
SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 8pm

FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 8pm
SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2pm

*Special price Thursday only—all tickets $15.00

Call: 734-394-5460 OnLine: www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater

and at the door

THE VILLAGE THEATER 50400 Cherry Hill Road, Canton 48187

SOCIAL SECURITY

Many people are wrongly
rejected when they apply for
Social Security Disability
benefits. Money was taken
out of their paychecks for
Social Security taxes to
ensure that they would
receive disability benefits if
they could no longer work
full-time. Sadly, the
government denies
approximately 60% of those
who apply for disability
benefits.

The tragedy is that less than half
of those persons who are denied
benefits file an appeal. Thus, many

| thousands of people who deserve
| benefits never receive them

| Those denied can appeal on thelr
: own, but statistics for many years

| reveal that those represented by

| attorneys win a much higher

| percentage of appeals. And

‘ attorneys who specialize in Social

‘ Security Disabllity cases win a much
higher percentage yet.

| Attorney J.B. Bieske has
represented only Social Security

| Disability clients for over 20 years.

That is the only type of law he

practices. And, he personally meels

with all clients and appears himself
at all court hearings. Many large
firms assign clients to young
associate attorneys with much less
experience,

In addition to practicing only
Soclal Security Disability law Bieske
has written a book for attorneys
about the subject. He also has been
Interviewed on various radio and
television programs and has given
speeches o many groups

Bieske's office staff consists of
paralegals and secretarles who are
also highly experienced in assisting
him with Social Security Disability
cases. And they are extremely
helpful in answering questions with
regard to the status of clients' cases
and administrative procedure

Attorney Bieske welcomes
you to call him to determine
If you may be eligible for
these benefits. He offers free
phone or office consultations.
If Bieske represents you,
there will be no fee charged
until after the case Is won.
The fee is a percentage of
retroactive benefits.

In a recent radio interview
attorney Bieske explained
that many people are not
even aware that they are
eligible for Social Security Disability
benefits, These are not the same as
Workers' Compensation benefits, Itis
possible to receive both benefits at
the same time. If you have an iliness
or Injury (whether or not related to
your work), are under 65 and unable
to work full-time you may be eligible.
Soclal Security Disability benefits are
based on your work record or your
deceased spouse's work record
(Widow's/Widower's benefits)

Bleske represents clients from all
over the state of Michigan. Call him
at 1-800-331-3530 for a FREE
consultation If you have been denied
Or If you are thinking of possibly
applying for Social Security benefits

call him for FREE advice

www.ssdfighter.com

cp) Al

Spring brings opening
of Greenfield Village

The start of the spring sea-
son means Greenfield Village
is about to reopen.

The historic village reopens
April 15, allowing visitors and
members to enjoy the sights
and sounds of over 300 years
of history. Tickets are $22
adults, $21 seniors (ages 62
and up), $16 youth (ages 5-12);
children under five and mem-
bers are free. For more infor-
mation, call (313) 982-6001 or
visit www.thehenryford.org.

It's the first chance of the
season to see 300 years of
history in Greenfield Village.
Stroll down to Firestone Farm
to see the barnyard animals
and the newest additions to the
family - wrinkly Merino lambs.
In the fields, lend a hand with
springtime chores whether it be
planting, clearing the fields of
rocks turned up by plowing and
more. Also, while at Firestone
Farm, check out its new roof,
fresh coat of paint, new rag rug
made at the weaving shop and
new wall paper.

At the Ford Home, visitors
can catch costumed presenters
hand-shearing grown merinos
just as farmers would have

done in the late 19th century.
Lend a hand at the Daggett
Farmhouse in sorting, picking,
washing, carding and spinning
wool after the Merino sheep
are shorn.

Visitors can also take a
Model T ride, a turn on the
carousel or a leisurely tour
of the village on the horse
and carriage. Visit Liberty
Craftworks district to see our
world-class artisans in the
glass, pottery and tinsmith
shops working on new cre-
ations and techniques.

The first big event weekend
starts with Thomas the Tank
Engine and his friends as
they return for Day Out With
Thomas: The Celebration Tour
2010, April 24-25 and May 1-2
and 8-9. All Thomas fans are
invited to come spend the day
with their favorite No. 1 engine
and celebrate his 65th birth-
day. Children of all ages can
watch one of their favorite sto-
rybook characters come to life,
and take a 20-minute train
ride on a real steam engine
pulled by Thomas. Additional
tickets are required for the
train ride.

The Henry Ford, located
in Dearborn, is a National
Historic Landmark that cel-
ebrates American history and
innovation, Its mission is to
provide unique educational
experiences based on authen-
tic objects, stories and lives
from America’s traditions of
ingenuity, resourcefulness and
innovation. Its purpose is to
inspire people to learn from
these traditions to help shape a
better future.

Five distinct attractions
at The Henry Ford capti-
vate more than 1.6 million
visitors annually: Henry Ford
Museum, Greenfield Village,
The Ford Rouge Factory Tour,
The Benson Ford Research
Center and The Henry Ford
IMAX Theatre. The Henry
Ford is also home to Henry
Ford Academy, a public char-
ter high school which educates
485 students a year on the
institution’s campus and was
founded in partnership with
The Henry Ford, Ford Motor
Company and Wayne County
Public Schools. For more
information please visit www.
thehenryford.org.

/] Call today!

Larry G. Johnson
CSA, LUTCF

9369 Haggerty Rd
Plymouth

734-207-0988

www.LarryGlohnsonAgency.com

A retirement income for life... and big tax savings

Our annuities and IRAs offer tax advantages,
high interest earnings, and a lifetime retirement
income. It’s not who you call after retirement,
it's who you call BEFORE

that makes the difference

e
B FARM BUREAU
S . INSURANCE®

MICHIGAN'S INSURANCE COMPANY &
—
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i &

Check us out on the Web ev

ry day at hometownlife.com

r New Liberty Bank
Has The Term For You!

65%
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FOUAL NOUSING
LENDER
MEMBER

FDIC

Bank

Your Choice

IRA or
15 Mo. CD

New Liberty

A Bank you can call your own

1333 W. Ann Arbor Rd.

Plymouth
(734) 455-1511

www.newlibertybank.com

*IRAs are subject to qualifications and restrictions; should you require additional information, please contact o New Liberty Bank

customer service representative for more details. If you have any queshions conceming fax unplications, ¢
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 1.65% for our 1S month Certificate of Deposit or Individual Retirement
the date of publication. Minimum deposit of $500 required, Offer good for a limited time only, No brokered deposits accepted

ult with your tax advisor

ceount 1s accurate as of
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Our fundamental purposes are to
enhance the lives of our readers,
nurture the hometowns we serve
and contribute to the business
success of our customers.’

OUR VIEWS

Our libraries
are more than
books to read

A library plays an unique role in our soci-
ety. It is a reflection of our civic pride — a
center for learning, a hub for social interac-
tion and a safety net for those in need.

A library also is the cornerstone of the
community. In person and online, it con-
nects people to a whole world of ideas and
information.

The Canton Public Library reflects the
diversity and character and the needs and
expectations of the Canton community.
Those needs and expectations are extensive,
and the services the library provides are
invaluable.

Society is changing
and the Canton Public

Next week, April 11-17,

is National Library Library is keeping
Wesk Sponsured  pace, It is mo longer
g e for

by the AIIIEI'IC.GII. to find a book to read
Library Association, ~ and students to find
it's a celebration of ;’;ﬁ;’;‘;a‘é‘l’l QfoReterm
the contributions of computers and even
Iibraries, librarians Internet access avail-
s able for visitors, but

and library workers. there’s much more.
The theme this year is Rtoryijnies and
u e : summer reading pro-
COIIII.‘IIIIIIIH?'S thrive @ grams for youngsters
your fibrary,” andwe  2nd foreclosure infor-
believe that describes mation, displaced
3 worker assistance and

the Canton Publ

€ Lanton Fublic training opportunities
Librarytoa 'T! guidebooks, recession

resources and State of
Michigan job opportu-
nities for adults.

The Canton Public

Library has become the heart of the com-

munity.

Next week, April 11-17, is National Library
Week. Sponsored by the American Library
Association, it’s a celebration of the contribu-
tions of libraries, librarians and library work-
ers. The theme this year is “Communities
thrive @ your library,” and we believe that
describes the Canton Public Library to a “T.”

We offer our heartfelt thanks to library
Director Eva Davis, PR whiz Laurie Golden
and the rest of the library staff for all they
have done to make the library an integral
part of the community.

And while we're at it, we'd like to give a
shoutout to the librarians and library work-
ers in the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools. April also is School Library Month.
They, too, do an awesome job encouraging
kindergartners through high schoolers to use
the books and services available in the school
media centers.

Whether it’s the school library or the public
library, take some time to stop buy and expe-
rience what they have to offer. Who knows,
you may find a good book, a video or CD and
make a few new friends along the way.

Libraries are no longer just a place to find a book, as these
computer-users demonstrate. They've become a social
outlet and an integral resource to displaced workers plotting
their next career move.

OBSERVER
¢) GANNETT
Brad Kadrich | Susan Rosiek Grace Perry
Community | Executive Editor | Director of
Editor | / Publisher Advertising

“I get part-time health

Enough already

“Theatrics, GOP, power grab, conserva-
tive, Democrats — They.” This is some of
the blather we wrote about here last week.
Enough already!

Neighbors, our problems aren’t about
Republicans/Democrats, liberals/conserva-
tives, or we/they. The problem in the state
of Michigan is that we, WE, are spending
too much. When things were good, WE,
through our representatives spent too
much, now WE have to stop. In our coun-
try where an income of $20,000/year is
considered “poverty,” we need to remember
Haiti, and then get down to the business of
fixing things.

We've got an example in this state in
Ford. They found a leader and when
their revenues went down, they cut costs.
Nothing was sacred, and many people felt
the pain. Some lost their jobs; some left.
They planned for the future, not what they

e all know that piece
Wof property we are just

dying to acquire. A place
we spend our entire life work-
ing and saving for, a place to
kick back and make our final
resting spot.

But today, many of us are
experiencing that sinking feel-
ing with the value of our prop-
erties dropping
like a trap door
being pulled
open.

Hard-work-
ing people
across the state
and nation are
losing their
homes to fore-
closures. The
implosion of
our economy has resulted in
both job and home losses while
values continue to plummet. It
truly is a sinking feeling wheth-
er it is happening to you or to
family and friends.

It is just not a good feeling
to see home values drop from
between 25-30 percent. You
might have noticed that people
who have lost their homes have
that gaunt, dead man walking
appearance,

Clearly those with a steady
job, a decent income, a substan-
tial sum of cash for a down pay-
ment, might be lucky enough to
find a lender so now might be
a good time to buy. My daddy
always told me “buy low, sell
high." Now property is as low as
6-feet under.

“) think it will afect me

Richard Lucco
Canton

LETTERS

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

We welcome your Letter to the Editor.
Please include your name, address and
phone number for verification. We ask your
letters be 400 words or less. We may edit
for clarity, space and content.

Submit letters via the following formats.
Web: www.hometownlife.com

E-mail: bkadrich@hometownlife.com.

Blog: You may also let your opinions be heard
with your own blog at hometownlife.com.
Deadline: Letters must be received by 9 a.m.
Monday to be published in the Thursday edition.

wanted today. And NO ONE helped them.

We need a leader like Ford found; we
need to be as tough as Ford employees were
in taking the pain. There can't be anyone

Foreclosures, bank owned
properties, people ‘underwater’
in their mortgage and walking
away from their homes - the

sheer number of properties
listed today makes it a sad and
tragic time for distressed sell- tory.

ers, but also one of the hottest

buyers’ markets in recent his-

The writer received a brochure from Knollwood Cemetery in Canton.

LOOKOUT FOR A DEAL

Opportunity is all around
us. Although not necessarily in

COMMUNITY VOICE

How do you think health care reform will affect you?
We asked this question at the Canton Public Library.

v

“) don't think it will afect

coverage through (J.C.) positively. I have a Zi-year-old g effect on me, but it will e at all. We've got good
Penney, so probablynot SO Who has no health insurance, - oy the coyptry.” coverage now.”
that much.” 0 he can go on ours until he's . David Olson Kathy Correa
: Kim Seigle 3¢ 26. | also think it will benefit Canton Canton
canton  the country as a whole.”

or thing that “has given enough.” No sacred
cows. No lobbying for “our interests.”

We did one thing right in the past in
Michigan: we set term limits. We don't have
to throw the bums out; they’ll be gone soon
enough. We can elect new legislators who
have, like Mr. Mulally, demonstrated suc-
cess, not just promised it.

We don't need politicians or parties, we
need leaders to fix our state — and we need
to do what we can ourselves to bear some of
the burdens, to help our neighbors in need.
Let's not have church leaders writing to
Washington or Lansing for help; let’s have
them leading their people in getting things
done.

It won't be easy.

Let's roll!

Tom Salapatek
Canton

Mail delivers details of a place to ‘die’ forf

the market to buy new property
— but this is a heavenly deal, I
thought.

As 1 opened my mailbox
recently and pulled out the real
estate value of the century,
it occurred to me ‘This is my
lucky day!’ Right here in my
hands is one hell of a deal - a
piece of property to die for!

It was an idyllic plot, a real
estate price rolled back to
2001! “It sits on 46 acres of
unique, pastoral, park like set-
ting .. a place that “protects
family heritage ... and “eternal
beauty.” The place sounded
heavenly!

The advertisement lured
me further by pointing out:
“making decisions together
about important life events is

just plain smart.” It went on:
“Everyone knows that planning
for future health needs, living
arrangements and retirement,
makes those inevitable transi-
tions easier and more comfort-
able.” “Sign me up!” I screamed.

This was clearly a long term
investment, a piece of prop-
erty that I would not occupy
immediately but would always
be there for me, located in the
diverse, growing community of
Canton and being offered at a
bargain basement 2001 price.

A lot that offers peace, seren-
ity and solitude, a community
with such a peaceful name:
Knollwood Memorial Park

Cemetery.

Look around your commu-
nity for one of these everlasting
places. Hey, a deal is a deal! An
everlasting one at that!

Tom Watkins is a freelance writer and
business an educational consultant

in the US and China. Read his reqular
commentary at www.domemagazine.
com;
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Save only essential

documents,

fter Michigan State's
Aloss Saturday in the

Final Four, I decided
to do some housekeep-
ing. I sat down next to my
shredder and got rid of
documents that had accu-
mulated over the last couple
of weeks. Lo and behold my
shredder died. As opposed
to tearing up documents
like I did in the old days, I
immediately vowed to get a
new shredder.

I went online and started
the research on what type
of shredder to purchase.

As I was looking at the
different types of shred-
ders, it reminded me how
fast things have changed
over the last few years with
regard to document reten-
tion and document destruc-
tion.

It wasn't too long ago that
most people just threw sen-
sitive financial statements
in the garbage. Whether it
was financial statements
from mutual fund compa-
nies, statements from banks
or billings from doctors,
they were merely tossed
away.

We have all learned this
type of document destruc-
tion is unacceptable and
that a shredder is as impor-
tant to your household as
is the microwave, TV and
refrigerator. When it comes
to document destruction,
don't throw documents
away, shred them.

Whenever you talk about
document destruction is
document retention. What
documents should you
retain and for how long?
Because of technology it is
not nearly important to save
documents like you used
to. In fact, the general rule
is if you're not sure shred
it because more likely than
not if you ever need a copy
you can always get one. My
advice for most people is to
save less and shred more.

For most people the most
important documents that
need to be saved are tax
returns and the related
documents. The IRS gener-
ally can audit you for three
years from the time your
return was filed. However,
in certain situations when

shred rest

they suspect
fraud they
can audit
you fora -
longer peri-
od of time. 1
recommend
saving tax
returns and

Money Matters

the support-
RickBloom  1n& docu-
———— 1CTIEALION

for at least
seven years.

For investments, there is
no reason to save monthly
or quarterly statements. If
you still receive paper state-
ments, verify it for accuracy
then shred the old state-
ment. The same applies to
bank statements. Once you
reconcile your bank state-
ment there is no reason to
save the old statement.

It is amazing what
information shows up on
statements that we regu-
larly receive. Not only do
statements include account
numbers, but some state-
ments may include Social
Security numbers and
other sensitive informa-
tion. Because identify theft
is so prevalent, make sure
you do not leave sensitive
financial information just
lying around the house.
There have been too many
cases where housekeep-
ers and house guests have
taken sensitive information
and have caused all sorts of
problems. -

Keep documents safely
secured. The same thing
applies to items that you are
going to shred. Keep them
secure until they are actu-
ally shredded.

Document protection and
document destruction are
important in today’s tech-
nology savvy world. As part
of spring cleaning, make
sure you spend some time to
assure yourself that docu-
ments that contain sensitive
information are protected
at all times. Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser Observer § Eccentric
readers can submit questions at
moneymatters@hometownlife.
com. For more information, visit
his Web site at www.bloomasset-
management.com.
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Vinny Lewan identifies the blanco (white) section of the beach ball, and tosses it back to Senora Jennifer.

iHola, amigos! Library hosts Spanish storytime for kids

BY JULIE BROWN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Bilingual Storytime
for children 2-5 has drawn
some 15-25 youngsters in the
past, “which is pretty nice
for a storytime,” said Carol
Champagne, youth services
coordinator at the Plymouth
District Library.

Children and their caregiv-
ers enjoy Spanish language

through music, movement and
stories. The storytimes, offered
Tuesday twice and Wednesday

this week, are done in a part-

nership with a woman who has

a language school.
“It's not necessarily for a

KNOW THE SCORE

check oul the numbers in

)
ator S PORTSsecton

615 E. Baseline Rd. in Northville
Located across the street from the Northville Cider Mill
248.349,0220, fx 248.349.0222

www.northvillelumber.com

SINCE 1845  -saie encs May 315t o while suppies last. See sore for detais.

ALL
PATIO
FURNITURE

20-50% OFF

special audience,” Champagne
said. “It's more of a cultural
expansion.”

Foreign-born adults who
move to Plymouth and
Plymouth Township are often
from India or other Asian
countries, and are very good
English speakers, “better than
we do,” she said.

“We're just trying to broaden
what’s available and to expose
kids to different things.”

Down the road, library
staffers are thinking of invit-
ing parents who speak other
languages to do storytimes.
“That’s in the thought stages
right now,” Champagne said.
The library staff would do the

English portion, with the par-
ent translating into the foreign
language.

“We've always tried to be
open to a lot of cultures,”
Champagne said. “It's a
strength, we feel.”

She agreed preschoolers do
well in learning and absorbing
new things such as language.
“The spirit is willing but the
mind is unable for us older
people.”

This week’s storytimes fea-
turing Spanish will likely be
repeated in the fall, she said.
The library also had scheduled
other activities this week, to
coincide with the Plymouth-
Canton school district break.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Jennifer Manriquez and her bilinqual
story hour at the Plymouth District
Library teaches kids Spanish.

SPRING is here...

ur Extras Make the Difference

why aren't you7

L’

Sorvicos You Should Expect Abbey Park Other Communities
We make your bed DAILY Once a week...if at all
We remove your trash DAILY Once a week...if at all
Two delicious meals DAILY For an additional fee
Wash all your linens WEEKLY For an additional fee
Full cleaning service WEEKLY For an additional fee
Warm and fuzzy staff ALWAYS Every once in a while
Unlimited access to fitness center,

theater with free movies and popcorn ALWAYS For an additional fee
Weekly entertainment, free happy

hour, free ice cream socials ALWAYS Not always available
Comprehensive activity program,

scheduled transportation, 24-hour

staffing and a full facility generator ALWAYS Not always available
Medicare certified services, physical

therapy and podiatry available

within the community ALWAYS Not always available
Affordable prices ALWAYS Once a year specials

Grand Blanc

Abbey Park - live a life of luxury at our extremely affordable rates. For more information, please call...

Lyon Township

WEDER GRILLS
Premium Paclcagc $150 Value! n
+ FREE Assembly 00T 0|
' FREE Delivery to local area + avallable in Jcslg\er colors.
+FREE Tankd’ﬁ (tank cxchangc)
» FREE 4 Piece kmfc set

Our Premium Weber e;i"s have:
» more stainless cheI features

'are longcr lasttng

]

" Abbey Park

Summit 450 rnudcf| $200 OFF!

nesis or Summit Grills, YMOUT 3221 E. Baldwin Rd. 28413 Abbey Lane
Wrﬂw PUrChasc O{: Genesis or Summi o pL 0 S e g;g:gy?'::;;;hwgark INDEPINDENT Q, NIOR LIVING Acros??{vg#gg;gg‘ x)l}f s
734-453-5500 m}!ﬂ?ﬁﬂnn (810) 606-1110 AN (248) 437-6550
= éx www.abbeypark.com MALA

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd,
7 Miles Weat of 1.275 + 1 1/2 Miles S8outh of M-14
Comer of Gotfredson Rd.

www_plymouthnursery.net
Mon Sat 9.6 » Sun 10-6
Offers Expire 4/14/10

Wartime Veterans may qualify for the Aid & Attendance benefit. Call for information

Grow ‘Green’ with Us/
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- Gourmet Market

Jumpo Jumbpo Florid
P P oriaa
Fremum  Premum Tomatoes p florida
Seedless Seedless

reen ra es Red Grapes

199

19

PRODUCE

“LOW & SLOW”

Vs
wuons Cooking Class April 25th
U Sunday @ 6:30 p.m.

Call Today - Limited Space
$40.00 Per Person

248-477-4333, ext. 226
33152 W. SEVEN MILE RD ¢ LIVONIA, MI 248.477.4333 HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-8 * SUNDAY 9-6

Seedless
on the Vine (yeen Beans Cucumbers

1% 99 99-.

DELI

Boarshead Dietz & Watson Krakus Havarti Cheese
Honey Maple Turkey Gourmet Lite Turkey Polish Ham Plain & Dill
L LN s,
Save $3.00 Ib Save $3.00 Ib Save $2.00 Ib Save $4.00 Ib
Boarshead Oldtyme Hoffmans Super Oldtyme
All American Turkey Sharp Cheddar Provolone Cheese
BBQ Chicken $3 99 Cheese | $399
$5 99 Save 99 Save
Ib. $4.00 Ib. Save $1. 00 b, 1b. $2.00 Ib. Save $2.00 Ib.

Hit A Homerun With Winter’s Hot Dogs, Bratwurst & Kielbasa Taste Great With
Billy Bee’s Honey Mustard! Be Sure To Stop By The Deli And Pick Some Up

Glenny’s Soy Crisps

each
All Varieties Mix or Match

Belladoro 16.9 oz
Extra Virgin Olive Oil

$ 4 99 Save

$2.00

Cape Cod
Potato Chips

l$6 00 Al

Flavors
Kraft Dressings

I$ 5 00

Varieties

Ike & Sams Popcorn Receive a Free Small Coffee!

$@R 00
l 6 CATERING & EVENTS
Everyday GOURMET [FOR ALLhocciASIONS!
" i Now is the perfect time
S Louls $ D9 | to plan for graduation parties,
Ribs x
Save $2.00 Ib lb weddings, showers and
Herh R | .t d company picnics! Whether
ell; ¢ P ic & 3 99 | you are planning an elaborate
Sa(v)e é?altg:)ellf [b. | gala or breakfast for that early
- s morning meeting. . .
Grilled Asparagus $ 99 we can make it happen.
garEloc. 00 16 0.| call Our Event Planner
Suoscal  geaog | Today 2amrr 33
i Save $1.00 b, b.|_ ext. 226 &
Shop at Joe’s Produce

New!

GROCERY YN VNVEEY VN

Joe’s In Store

Joe’s Coconut Roasted Coffee on Sale

Cream Pie

+10°

Fresh Baked
Peach Pie

igos
Save $2.00 |

Buy any Breakfast Pastry
at our Cafe and

Where Quahty and Customer Servlce is #

All Flavors

6.

Save $1.00 a Ib.

Flavor of The Week

“Breakfast Blend”

$ 991

Save $2.00 a ll.).

“Try a delicious & cool
Deluxe Latte Frappe or
Premium Mocha Frappe”

- They are delicious!

- Joe's GOURMET | WINE CELLAR

Baseball is Here!
Bell’s Oberon Ale

+ Dep. 6 p k.

Relax Riesling

$7(Q*°° All

Varietals
Lotus

$899

Chardonnay, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon
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Canton's big year rewarded on All-Observer team, B2
SPORTS, ENTERTAINMENT, FOOD

HOMETOWN LIFE

One of the veterans who will help lead Canton in 2010 is senior Andrew Tidwell, shown playing third base during a 2009 game. He also is a

starting pitcher.

Fired up Chiefs ready to go for it

BY TIM SMITH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The memory of losing a heartbreaker to Birmingham Brother
Rice in the 2009 regional final hasn gone away for Canton varsity
baseball coach Mark Blomshield or his returning players.

march ended thanks to the Warriors. But Blomshield,
whose KLLA A South Division team finished 25-12 last year and won
the district title, knows he has a bevy of seniors who are ready for

“The team is highly motivated and has high expectations to meet
year's Observer Coach of the Year Blomshield on
the eve of Canton’s road trip to the Cincinnati, Ohio, area later this

this year,” said last
week.

The Chiefs will face teams from Oak Hills, Colerain and Milford

(Ohio) on April 9-10.

Please see CANTON, B3

2010 BASEBALL PREVIEW - PT. 2

PCA should
score plenty

BY TIM SMITH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With an influx of talent from a now-
closed school and a conference realign-
ment, the 2010 baseball season promises
to be one of change for Plymouth Christian
Academy.

But that could be a good thing, said head
coach Joe Bottorff.

The Eagles have been shifted from
the Blue to Red division of the Michigan
Independent Athletic Conference.

“I believe that we will be very competi-
tive in the division as last season we were
4-1vs. Red Division teams,” said Bottorff,
whose team opens play on Monday at
Lenawee Christian Academy.

Bottorff also has an excellent newcomer
in senior Ethan Walker, who played in
2009 at Canton Agape Christian (which is
closed). Walker will be a starting pitcher
and also play third base and catcher.

“On the mound, Ethan throws hard and
mixes in a nice curve,” Bottorff said. “At
the plate, Ethan will bat third or fifth and
has the power go deep at any time and
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Canton pitcher Kevin Delapaz, shown trying to pick off a
baserunner in this file photo, is a top-flight starting pitcher for

the Chiefs.

has the wheels to steal a base whenever he
wants.”

Also expected to be a strong performer
on the mound and in the batter’s box is
senior David Baum, who will pitch as well
as play third and the outfield.

“David’s breaking pitch is nasty and he
has developed a knuckleball over the win-
ter,” Bottorff said. Baum also brings solid
power to the opposite field.

Both Walker and Baum usually will
throw to sophomore catcher Daniel Slater,
who is taking over from All-MIAC first-
teamer Brent Zinn (who graduated).

“We started working with Daniel in the
summer and he has made outstanding
progress,” said Bottorff, who expects Slater

Please see PCA, B3

MAGGIE WALSH

Canton's Matt Rodgers was instrumental in the
Chiefs two victories last week, scoring four times
in each contest as the varsity boys lacrosse team
improved to 3-0 on the young season.

Canton wins,
still perfect

Canton senior midfielder Riley
Hoernschemeyer’s overtime goal April
1lifted the Chiefs boys lacrosse team to
an 12-11 victory over host Clarkston to
improve to 3-0 on the season.

It was a clutch victory, as Canton
missed the services of three senior defen-
semen.

With junior varsity defender Ryan
Schwinke up for the contest, and with
freshman Christian Munch and sopho-
more Brandon Schlieger given extra
minutes and duties, the Chiefs gave ample
support to senior and co-captain goal-
keeper Sean Walsh (16 saves).

Canton head coach Kevin Riley praised
Walsh for playing “out of his mind”
against the Wolves and giving the Chiefs
the chance to win in OT.

The Chiefs were paced by senior co-
captain Jake Underwood, who scored five
goals and collected three assists. He had
big-time help from Matt Rodgers (four
goals, three assists),

Besides scoring the winner,
Hoernschemeyer helped the cause with
two assists and seven ground balls while
Trevor Moore scored twice,

On March 31, Canton earned a 10-5 win
at Huron Valley Lakeland with Rodgers
leading the offensive charge (four goals,
one assist) and Tim Popp scoring two
markers.

Underwood and Hoernschemeyer each
tallied one goal and three assists while the
other Canton goals were collected by Ben
Popp and Moore.

Walish made 14 stops for the victory.

Spits put series clamps on Whalers

BY TIM SMITH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Hockey fans from both sides of the
Detroit River jammed Compuware
Arena Saturday night to catch the
top two prizes in the upcoming NHL
Entry Draft.

But in Game 2 of the Ontario
Hockey League second round
series between host Plymouth and
Windsor, fans of Spitfires sensation
Taylor Hall had plenty more to cheer
for than those of Plymouth’s Tyler
Seguin.

Hall scored the tie-breaking goal
on the power play at 6:28 of the
second period and assisted on Dale
Mitchell’s game-winner in the third
to lift Windsor to a 5-3 victory before
3,922 at Compuware and go up 2-0
in the best-of-seven series.

“It’s two games now (where) I can't
get a goal or can't get an assist,”
lamented Seguin following the
game. “Now, our whole team’s got to
regroup for the next game. Game 3's
the biggest and we're going to come
out ready.”

(Monday night, however, Windsor
took a commanding 3-0 series lead
thanks to a 5-0 victory at HFCU
Centre and can sweep the Whalers
Wednesday night at Compuware. Go
to www.hometownlife.com for Game
4 results.)

Seguin, a forward who tallied 106
points during the regular season
to share the OHL scoring title with
winger Hall, did have a dangerous
scoring chance with about 13 min-
utes left in the game. But Windsor
netminder Philipp Grubauer (23
saves) sprawled to pick off the hard
shot.

“I kind of went glove too many
times,” said Seguin. “Tomorrow (in
practice) I'm going to go take 100
shots and they’re all going to be low.”

Grubauer’s counterpart, Whalers
goalie Matt Hackett (55 shots, 51
saves), was bombarded from start to
finish — particularly during the mid-
dle stanza when he faced 25 shots
and turned aside all but two of them.
Hackett — who recently signed with
the Minnesota Wild — put on a clinic
for the many NHL scouts in atten-
dance, who obviously were there to
see Hall, Seguin and Top-5 draft
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WALT DMOCH

Standout Windsor winger Taylor Hall gets a leg up on Plymouth center Joe Gaynor. Hall
sparked the Spitfires to a 5-3 playoff victory Saturday.

pass at 11:45 to open the scoring.
Following the subsequent center-
ice faceoff, the McRae-Jenks-Hayes

OHL PLAYOFFS

hopeful Cam Fowler (Windsor’s
defenseman from Farmington Hills).

QUICK RESPONSE

Plymouth’s best line so far in the
series scored all three goals, with
center AJ Jenks scoring twice and
assisting on Ryan Hayes' first period
marker. Linemate Phil McRae
chipped in with three assists.

The Whalers showed some bounce-
back capabilities when Hayes scored
just 10 seconds after Mitchell banged
home Adam Henrique’s centering

line dashed into the Spits end and
Hayes finished the play off to the

delight of the home fans in atten-

dance.

Hackett kept the game tied going
into the second period, getting a
shoulder on center Scott Timmins'
powerful blast from the right circle
and then thrusting out a pad to stop
Mitchell (2 goals).

It was the Whalers goalie who
again rose to the occasion about 2:15

Please see WHALERS, B3

SIDELINES

Hot Comet

Olivet College junior
Ben Kosmalski, a Canton
resident and Plymouth High
School graduate, has been
named the Comet of the

Week.
Kosmalski led the Comets
with .583
batting

average (7-
for-12) and
five RBI last
week. His
hits includ-
ed two
doubles and
one home
run for a
1.000 slugging percent-
age. Kosmalski also did

not commit an error in 13
chances at second base for a
perfect 1.000 fielding per-
centage.

For the season, Kosmalski
is hitting .345 to go along
with a team-leading 15 RBI.
He has five doubles and two
home runs for a .534 slug-
ging percentage, while scor-
ing eight runs.

Dragons hoops

Parents, it’s that time
again to register your fifth-,
sixth-, seventh- or eighth-
grader for the Michigan
Dragons summer basketball
program. Go to michigan-
dragons.com and register.
The registration period ends
April 16.

Captain's Corner

The Observer looks to
continue running the
Captain’s Corner series,
which gives senior student-
athletes a chance to give
their views about leader-
ship.

Please e-mail sports edi-
tor Tim Smith (tsmith@
hometownlife.com) with
any candidates for the
weekly spotlight. (Limit
nominees to one per team.)

Spring coaches call

The spring season for
high school sports is here
and, as always, the Observer
wants to spotlight the
efforts and accomplish-
ments of athletes from the
Canton and Plymouth com-
munities.

Please call sports editor
Tim Smith at (313) 222-
2637 with detailed recaps
of games, matches or meets.
Those also can be e-mailed
to him at tsmith@home-
townlife.com.

Deadlines are 11 p.m.
Tuesday for the Thursday
paper and 10 p.m. Friday for
the Sunday paper.

Hoop shootout

The boys basketball sea-
son around the tri-county
area isn't quite over yet
as the Palace of Auburn
Hills will play host to the
Michigan Slam Dunk
Championship & 3-Point
Shootout Saturday at 7 p.m.

The event, featuring both
high school and college par-
ticipants, begins with the
women's 3-Point Shootout
and will be followed by the
men’s 3-Point Shootout. The
winners of each contest will
then square off against one
another to determine the
best long-range shooter in
Michigan.
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