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Tax tips

Canton Public Library officials are
urging taxpayers working on their tax
returns not to submit a return until
they've attended a free library pro-
gram 7-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11.

The program is offered through
a partnership with H & R Block.
Taxpayers will learn how unem-
ployment benefits, health insurance
subsidies, first-time home buyer
credit, new vehicle purchase and
home improvements can impact tax
returns. Make sure you are claim-
ing all the right things and getting
the full benefit of the American Re-
Investment and Recovery Act.

No registration is required, and
the event will include a question-
and-answer period.

The Canton Public Library is
located at 1200 S. Canton Center
Road. For more information, call
(734) 397-0999 or visit the library’s
Web site at www.cantonpl.org

Open enroll

Achieve Academy and Canton
Charter Academy currently are hold-
ing open enrollment for the 2010~
2011 school year. Open enrollment
will run through 5 pm., Feb. 26.

Both schools are tuition-free
public charter schools operated
by National Heritage Academies,

a Michigan-based charter school
management company that current-
ly operates 61 schools in six states.
Seating availability is limited at both

_ schools. Therefore, if the number of
students enrolled is greater than the
number of seats available, a lottery
drawing will be held at alater date
to determine which children will
attend these schools.

For more information or to enroll
your child at Achieve Academy or
Canton Charter Academy, call 1-
866-NHA-ENROLL.

Sagear scholars

The Rotary Club of Plymouth
A.M. is striving to recognize a
Plymouth-Canton School District
High School senior who has over-
come adversity with the $500
Sandra Sagear Rotary Scholarship.

Canton Toyota dealer confident despite recall

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Victory Toyota of Canton employ-
ees are working longer hours to
repair eight models recalled for gas
pedal-related problems, and dealer-
ship officials said they remain confi-
dent they will keep their customers
despite a global public relations
nightmare.

Technicians employed by
Michigan’s No. 1 Toyota dealer are
working 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday
through Friday to make repairs, ser-
vice director Dean Stewart said, after
the Japanese auto giant recalled mil-
lions of vehicles worldwide.

Moreover, Victory Toyota’s gen-
eral manager, Rick Hodges, said

in a video address at www.victory-
toyotacanton.com that the 38,000-
square-foot dealership, on Michigan
Avenue east of Beck, has extended its
hours as late as 2 a.m. to accommo-
date customers who need to bring in
their vehicles.

“We are here for you today, tomor-
row and years to come,” Hodges said,
seeking to reassure customers of
Victory Toyota’s service by promising
that “we’re more committed today
than ever before.”

Toyota dealerships everywhere
have been besieged by customers
who became scared of their own cars
amid a recall of more than 8 million
vehicles for issues including gas ped-
als that could potentially get stuck in
floor mats or fail to return to position

even when no pressure is applied.

“It’s a very small, minute possibili-
ty that you're going to have an issue,”
Stewart said.

Still, he said Victory Toyota early
on gave some fearful customers
other vehicles to drive until their
recalled autos could be fixed.

“We're telling people not to fear
their cars, but if they do fear their
cars we're here to help them,”
Stewart said,

Hodges, in his video address,
indicated he has placed his family’s
safety in Toyota’s hands.

“I drive a Toyota. My wife trans-
ports our kids in a Toyota. My whole
family drives Toyotas,” he said.

Stewart couldn't predict how long
it might take Victory Toyota to make

repairs, saying the effort would part-
ly depend on how quickly custom-
ers get their vehicles to the dealer.
However, he said he believes that,
long term, customers will continue
to trust the dealership.

“We've built a good reputation,”
Stewart said, “and we're doing every-
thing we can to keep that going.”

Stewart, a Toyota employee for 17
years, said Victory Toyota sold 1,200
vehicles last year alone.

“I think Toyota has a very loyal
customer base,” he said. “I think the
customers will stay with the cars.”

Hodges urged customers who have
questions to call (866) 227-7902 orlog
on to wwwuyictorytoyotacanton.com.
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Jailhouse r

Expansion project
results in safer,
roomier lockup

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Jail overcrowding conditions that
potentially threatened the safety of
Canton police officers and prisoners
have been alleviated by a $450,000
cell block expansion nearing comple-
tion.

A jail that once accommodated only
32 people can now house 58 prisoners
— an 81-percent increase that marks
the first major cell block expansion
since the facility opened in 1985.

“I'd say it’s a significant improve-
ment in the ability of the employees,
as well as the prisoners, to move
around safely,” Deputy Police Chief
Robert Kerr said, providing a tour of
the cell block area.

Lockup space, now 3,848 square
feet, has increased by 1,000 square
feet amid a construction project that

cks

The club 1s looking for students also ushered in a better security cam-
who have displayed courage, per- era system, a much larger prisoner
severance, spirit, and creativity in booking area and hallway “panic but-
succeeding in acgue\:alng an edlllca- tons” for officers who need help sub-
tion, despite a physical, mental or duing violent arrestees. = \pliEn
emotional barrier. Fofmer FBI Special Agent John ) i R R

The recipient of this award will Anthony, who serves on the Canton Deputy Police Chief Robert Kerr (above) explains some of the improvements to the prisoner lockup area. Breakfast awaits the detainees
receive a scholarship named after Township Board of Trustees, said the  in the Canton jail (top). The door openings allow food to be passed in without opening the cell door.
Sandra Sagear, a 1969 graduate of the expansion project has eased poten-
original Plymouth High School who tially unsafe conditions that can lead to injuries The project was accomplished without
imagined and believed she could suc- or, in dire situations, an officer’s death. expanding the actual size of the building that
ceed as she lived everyday with polio. “Police officers have been killed in booking sit-  houses the police department and other admin-

Application deadline is March 30, uations,” said Anthony, who worked 25 years for  istration offices on Canton Center south of
and the award will be announced the FBI. “It is an area of concern for law enforce-  Cherry Hill. More and
April 16. Applications can be down- ment. It's a very risky situation. By expanding the Rather, Kerr said, construction crews knocked improved
loaded at www.storytellerdesign. capabilities and enhancing the holding facility of ~ down internal walls and enlarged the prisoner security
com/SagearRotaryScholarship.pdf the Canton Police Department, it greatly ensures  area by converting two empty offices and a cameras

For more information, contact the safety of officers and also allows law enforce-  garage area. monitor
Debra Madonna at clarion@storytell- ment to more humanely treat prisoners. the
erdesign.com or call (734) 377-0914- “It’s a real plus for the township,” he added. Please see LOCKUP, A3 lockup.
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Gov. Jennifer Granholm
called for diversifying
Michigan’s economy to create
new jobs during her last State
of the State address Wednesday
night — a move that brought
hope to an unemployed Canton
autoworker, but left some local
officials saying broader reforms
still are needed in the state’s
business tax structure.

Granholm applauded one
Canton company, Danotek
Motion Technologies, for help-
ing to create new jobs. Her
remarks came after Danotek, a

» renewable-energy company that
manufactures magnetic genera-
tors for windmill turbines, said
in October it plans to invest $5
million in its local facility, with
the potential to quadruple its
workforce to as many as 200

Granholm cited alternative
energy, life sciences, homeland
security, the film industry, tour-
ism and efforts to help small
businesses as ways to broaden
Michigan’s job base while still
protecting the auto industry.

Canton unemployed auto-
worker Anne Marie Graham-
Hudak, who said Granholm
inherited much of Michigan'’s
economic woes, was hopeful
after hearing the governor's
final State of the State address.

“Gov. Jennifer Granholm was
handed a mess eight years ago,”
Graham-Hudak said. “Many
of us who worked in the auto
industry knew we were on a
slippery downward slope at the
time. Her speech deeply touched Anne Marie Graham-Hudak of Canton
said she was ‘touched' by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm's speech, particularly
when she spoke of job loss and losing

me when she spoke of job loss,
losing businesses, homes and

Please see SPEECH, A3

businesses and homes.
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