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Tax tips 
Canton Public Libran' officials are 

urging taxpaNvrs woridng on their tax 
returns not to submit a return until 
the) \-e attended a free librdr> pro-
gram 7-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11. 

The program is offered through 
a partnership with H & R Block. 
Taxpayers will learn how unem-
ployment benefits, health insurance 
subsidies, first-time home buyer 
credit, new vehicle purchase and 
home improvements can impact tax 
returns. Make sure you are claim-
ing all the right things and getting 
the full benefit of the American Re-
Investment and Recover)' A c t 

No registration is required, and 
the event will include a question-
and-answer period. 

The Canton Public Library is 
located at 1200 S. Canton Center 
Road. For more information, call 
(734) 397-0999 or \ isi t the librarj-s 
Web site at w^\'w.cantonpl.org 

Open enroll 
Achie\'e Academy and Canton 

Charter Academy currenth' are hold-
ing open enrollment for the 2010-
2011 school year. Open enrollment 
will n m through 5 pjn. , FA. 26. 

Both schools are tuition-fiw 
public charter schools operated 
b\' National H e r i t ^ A ^ e m i e s , 
a Michigan-based charter school 
management company that current-
1>- operates 6 l scliools in six states. 
Seating availability is limited at both 
schools. Therefore, if the number of 
students enrolled is greater than the 
number of seats available, a lottery 
drawing \sill be held at a later date 
to determine which children wiU 
attend these schools. 

For more information or to enroll 
your child at Achieve Academy or 
Canton Charter Academv, call 1-
866-NHA-ENROLL. 

Sagear scholars 
The Rotary Club of Plymouth 

A.M. is striving to recognize a 
Pl) 'mouth-Canton School District 
High School senior who has over-
come adversity with the $500 
Sandra Sagear Rotarj ' Scholarship. 

The club is looking for students 
who have displayed courage, per-
severance, spirit, and creativity in 
succeeding in achieving an educa-
tion, despite a physical, mental or 
emotional barrier. 

The recipient of this avvard wiD 
receive a s^cdarship named after 
Sandra Sagear, a 1969 graduate of the 
original Plymouth H i ^ School who 
imagined and belie\'ed she could suc-
ceed as she liN'ed everyday with polio. 

Application deadline is March 30, 
and the award will be annoimced 
^ r i l 16. Applications can be down-
loaded at www.storytellerdesign. 
com/SagearRotaryScholarship.pdf 

For more information, contart 
Dd>ra Madonna at darion@storyteD-
erdesign.com or caD 377-0914. 

Canton Toyota dealer confident despite recall 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Victory Toyota of Canton employ-
ees are working longer hours to 
repair eight models recalled for gas 
pedal-related problems, and dealer-
ship officials said they remain confi-
dent they will keep their customers 
despite a global public relations 
nightmare. 

Technicians employed by 
Michigan's No. 1 Toyota dealer are 
working 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to make repairs, ser-
vice director Dean Stewart said, af ter 
the Japanese auto giant recalled mil-
lions of vehicles worldwide. 

Moreover, Victor}' Toyota's gen-
eral manager. Rick Hodges, said 

in a video address at www.victory-
toyotacanton.com that the 38 ,000-
square-foot dealership, on Michigan 
Avenue east of Beck, has extended its 
hours as late as 2 a.m. to accommo-
date customers who need to bring in 
their vehicles. 

"We are here for you today, tomor-
row and years to come," Hodges said, 
seeking to reassure customers of 
Victory Toyota's service by promising 
that "we're more commit ted today 
than ever before." 

Toyota dealerships everywhere 
have been besieged by customers 
who became scared of their own cars 
amid a recall of more than 8 million 
vehicles for issues including gas ped-
als that could potentially get stuck in 
floor mats or fail to re turn to position 

even when no pressure is applied. 
"It's a very small, minute possibili-

ty that you're going to have an issue," 
Stewart said. 

Still, he said Victory Toyota early 
on gave some fearfu l customers 
other vehicles to drive until their 
recalled autos could be fixed. 

"We're telling people not to fear 
their cars, but if they do fear their 
cars we're here to help them," 
Stewart said. 

Hodges, in his video address, 
indicated he has placed his family's 
safety in Toyota's hands . 

"1 drive a Toyota. My wife t rans-
por ts our kids in a Toyota. My whole 
family drives Toyotas," he said. 

Stewart couldn't predict how long 
it might take Victory Toyota to make 

repairs, saying the effort would part-
ly depend on how quickly custom-
ers get their vehicles to the dealer. 
However, he said he believes that , 
long term, customers will continue 
to t rus t the dealership. 

"We've built a good reputation," 
Stewart said, "and we're doing every-
thing we can to keep that going." 

Stewart , a Toyota employee for 17 
years, said Victory Toyota sold 1,200 
vehicles last year alone. 

"1 think Toyota has a very loyal 
customer base," he said. "I th ink the 
customers will stay with the cars." 

Hodges urged customers who have 
questions to call (866) 227-7902 or^log 
on to www.victorytoyotacanton.com. 

d c l e m ^ h o m e t o w n l i t e . c o m | (313) 2 2 2 - 2 2 3 8 

Jailhouse rocks 
Expansion project 

results in safer, 
roomier lockup 

BY D A R R E L L C L E M 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Jail overcrowding conditions that 
potentially threa tened the safety of 
Canton police officers and prisoners 
have been alleviated by a $450 ,000 
cell block expansion near ing comple-
tion. 

A jail tha t once accommodated only 
32 people can now house 58 prisoners 
— an 81-percent increase tha t marks 
the first major cell block expansion 
since the facility opened in 1985. 

"I'd say it's a significant improve-
ment in the ability of the employees, 
as well as the prisoners, to move 
around safely," Deputy Police Chief 
Robert Kerr said, providing a tour of 
the cell block area. 

Lockup space, now 3,848 square 
feet, has increased by 1,000 square 
feet amid a construct ion project that 
also ushered in a bet ter security cam-
era system, a much larger prisoner 
booking area and hallway "panic but-
tons" for officers who need help sub-
duing violent arrestees. 

Former FBI Special Agent John 
Anthony, who serves on the Canton 
Township Board of Trustees, said the 
expansion project has eased poten-
tially unsafe conditions that can lead to injuries 
or, in dire situations, an officer's death. 

"Police officers have been killed in booking sit-
uations," said Anthony, who worked 25 years for 
the FBI. "It is an area of concern for law enforce-
ment . It's a very risky situation. By expanding the 
capabilities and enhancing the holding facility of 
the Canton Pohce Department , it greatly ensures 
the safety of officers and also allows law enforce-
ment to more humanely treat prisoners. 

"It's a real plus for the township," he added. 

PHOTOS BY B l U BHESLCRI STAFF P^OTOGRAPHtR 

detainees Deputy Police Chief Robert Kerr (above) explains some of the improvements to the prisoner lockup area. Breakfast awaits the 
in the Canton jail (top). The door openings allow food to be passed in without opening the cell door. 

The project was accomplished without 
expanding the actual size of the building that 
houses the police depar tment and other admin-
istration offices on Canton Center south of 
Cherry Hill. 

Rather, Kerr said, construction crews knocked 
down internal walls and enlarged the prisoner 
area by converting two empty offices and a 
garage area. 

Please see LOCKUP, A3 
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BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
called for diversifying 
Michigan's economy to create 
new jobs dur ing her last State 
of the State address Wednesday 
night — a move that brought 
hope to an unemployed Canton 
autoworker, but left some local 
officials saying broader reforms 
still are needed in the state's 
business tax structure. 

Granholm applauded one 
Canton company, Danotek 
Motion Technologies, for help-
ing to create new jobs. Her 
remarks came af ter Danotek, a 
renewable-energy company that 
manufac tures magnetic genera-
tors for windmil l turbines, said 
in October it plans to invest $5 
million in its local facility, with 
the potential to quadruple its 
workforce to as manv as 200 

employees within five years. 
Granholm cited alternative 

energy, life sciences, homeland 
security, the film industry, tour-
ism and efforts to help small 
businesses as ways to broaden 
Michigan's job base while still 
protecting the auto industry. 

Canton unemployed auto-
worker Anne Marie Graham-
Hudak, who said Granholm 
inherited much of Michigan's 
economic woes, wa.s hopeful 
a f te r hearing the governor's 
final State of the State address. 

"Gov. Jennifer Granholm was 
handed a mess eight years ago," 
Graham-Hudak said. "Many 
of us who worked in the auto 
industry knew we were on a 
slippery downward slope at the 
time. Her speech deeply touched 
me when she spoke of job loss, 
losing businesses, homes and 

New Pattenl 

Please see SPEECH, A3 
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Anne Marie Gratiam-Hudak of Canton 
said she was 'touched' by Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm's speech, particularly 
when she spoke of job loss and losing 
businesses and homes. 
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Around Cdnton' is designed to 
announce upcoming events taking 
place in the community. Items will 
run on a space-available basis. Send 
details to bkddrich9hometownlife.com 

Wrestling fund-raiser 
Salem High School 

WrestHng Boosters would 
like to invite even-one to their 
fund-raiser at Buffalo Wild 
Wings. 41980 Ford Road 
in Canton Monday. Feb. 15. 
Flyers can be obtained at the 
group's Web site at wresthng. 
salemrock.com. A flyer must 
be presented at t ime of order 
in order for the club to receive 
a percentage of the proceeds 
f rom that day. 

Clothing bank 
The Plymouth-Canton 

Communi ty Clothing Bank is 
making appointments for indi-

viduals and families in need of 
clothing. Clothing bank offi-
cials have also issued a ' t h a n k 
you ' to the communi ty for ' t h e 
various clothing drives that 
have been held" for the bank. 

The banks hours of opera-
tions are Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
CaH (734) 416-6179. 

Grief workshop 
Ward Presb j te r ian Church 

sponsors an eight-week grief 
workshop, From Grief to New 
Hope, beginning Feb. 8. 

Tliis f ree workshop is open 
to the communi ty and will be 
presented by Cathy Clough, 
Director of New Hope Center 
for Grief Support . Each ses-
sion will begin with a pre-
sentation about one aspect of 
grief followed by small group 
participation led by t ra ined 
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facilitators. Attendees will be 
placed in groups with others 
who have had similar losses. 

The workshop will meet 
for eight consecutive Monday 
nights f rom 7-8:45 p.m. at 
Ward Church, located on 6 
Mile and Haggerty Roads in 
Northville. For registration 
information call Barb at Ward 
Presbyterian Church at (248) 
374-5943. For information 
about other age and loss specif-
ic grief support groups offered 
by New Hope Center for Grief 
Support call (248) 348-0115 
or \ isi t New Hope's Web site 
www.newhopecenter.net. 

Damaris scholars 
The Plymouth Communit>-

Arts Council will recognize a 
Plymouth-Canton School dis-
trict senior who has displayed 
outs tanding abilities in visual 
a r t s and plans to continue his/ 
her education in this field with 
the $1,000 Damar is Fine Arts 
Award. 

Students ' ar twork will be 
judged on its originality, cre-
ativity. and use of material . 
Artwork will be professionally 
juried. 

Applications will be accept-
ed April 27-30, the work will 
be jur ied April 30-May 3, and 
the Damar is Fine Ar t s Award 
will be announced May 4. 

Applications can be down-
loaded at: www.storytellerde-
s ign.com/DamarisAward.pdf 

Contact Tamara Trudelle at 
the PCAC, (734) 416-4278 to 
make an appointment to sub-
mit application and portfolio. 

For more information, con-
tact Debra Madonna , (734) 
377-0914, clarion@storytell-
erdesign.com 

Resource fair 
The P-CCS Special 

Education Parent Advisory 
Commit tee hosts a Parent 
Resource Fair 7-9 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 8, at Discovery 
Middle School, 45083 
Hanford , in Canton. 

A variety of vendors will be 
hosting tables with information 
relating to families of special 
needs children. A quiet room 
will be available for children. 

The fair is designed to be 
a great resource for parents, 
families and educators of chil-
dren with special needs. 

BD's Guest Griller Tickets 
$20 to benefi t SEPAC special 
events. 

r . 

Murder mystery 
Kim Elliott (left) of Canton and Maureen Paraventi of Redford take the stage 
with the rest of the cast of Tuneral for a Gangster." a murder mystery dinner 
theater Feb. 13 and March 13 at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill in Canton. 
Audience members will serve as mourners at the wake of mob boss Vito 
'The Gut' Marzetti, who was served a bullet buffet while dining in a Chinese 
restaurant. Evidence unfurls as the wake commences, and it's up to the 
audience to solve the mystery. The show includes dinner, music, puzzles 
and prizes for best costumes (optional, but fun!) and the best solution to 
the mystery. Doors open at 6 p.m., dinner is served at 6:30, and the show 
at starts at 7 p.m. Tickets are $45 at the Village Theater box office at (734) 
394-5300 or on-line at www.canton-mi.org/vjllagetheater. 

For more information call 
(734) 844-3133. 

Rockettes clinic 
The Salem Rockettes Pom 

Team hosts its annua l pom/ 
dance clinic at Salem High 
School Saturday, March 6. 

Youngsters in grades K-5 go 
f rom 9 a.m. to noon; grades 
6 -8 go f rom 1-4 p.m. The cost 
is $40. For more informa-
tion, contact Kim Benintende 
at (734) 3 4 0 - 9 3 6 0 for more 
information, or check the 
team's Web site at www.pom-
pon.salemrocks.com 

Bucks for Bach 
The Plymouth Canton 

Symphony Orchestras invites 
you to "Bucks for Bach," a 
f u n evening of great music 
in a delightful art ist ic set t ing 
at the Lotus Arts Gallery in 
downtown Plymouth. 

The event - 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 13 - will feature 
musicians f rom t h e orches-
t r a including Symphony 
Conductor Nan Washburn , 
Flutist Dennis Carter, CeUist 
Amy Kuras and Pianist 
Patrick Johnson. The music 
of Bach will be per formed 
throughout the evening along 
with wine and Hors D'oeuvres. 

Enjoy a wonderful eve-
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ning and help support the 
Symphony at the same time. 
Suggested donation for the 
event is $35 

For information and reserva-
tions call (734) 451-2112 or visit 
wvm.plymouthsymphony.org. 

St. Michael open house 
S t Michael Christian School 

hosts an open house Thursday, 
Feb. 11 from 6:30-8 p.m. The 
school offers 3-year-old pre-
school through fifth grade 
classes including all-day kinder-
garten and half-day Young Fives. 

St. Michael Christ ian 
School provides a Christ-
centered education using the 
Holy Bible, the Concordia 
Publishing House study series, 
and a weekly Chapel Service 
led by the Pastoral Staff. 

St. Michael Christ ian School 
is located at 7000 N. Sheldon 
in Canton. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 459-9720 or 
visit the school's Web site at 
www.stmichael-church.org 

'Action' item 
Area residents get a chance 

to lend a helping hand and 
volunteer for this year's 
Chr is tmas in Action event 
Saturday, April 24. Both 
skilled and unskilled volun-
teers are needed to help pro-
vide repairs to needy seniors' 
homes in the Canton commu-
nity f rom 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Skilled services needed 
include, but are not l imited 
to electricians, carpenters , 
plumbers, roofers, and others. 
Unskilled volunteers are need-
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ed for cleaning, yard work, and 
painting. 

The day will s tart with reg-
istration f rom 7:30-9 a.m., 
and a continental breakfast 
at the Canton Administrat ion 
Building, 1150 S. Canton 
Center Road. Volunteers will 
then be shuttled to assigned 
homes and are encouraged to 
br ing brooms, rakes, and shov-
els marked with their name, 
in addition to work gloves. 
Lunch will be provided. 

For more information on 
Chris tmas in Action and the 
clean-up event scheduled for 
April 24, call (734) 394-5191 
or visit cantonfun.org. 

Crafters wanted 
The Plymouth-Canton 

Music Boosters host their sev-
enth annua l Spring Arts and 
CrafU Ensemble on Saturday, 
March 13. Exhibitors who 
hand-cra f t their own items 
are invited to submit an 
application to exhibit at the 
fundra is ing event to be held 
at Plymouth High School in 
Canton. The juried ar t event 
is produced twice each year 
by the PCMB to help support 
the band and color guard 
programs at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park. 

Art is ts and crafters who 
are interested in applying for 
consideration to exhibit should 
visit www.pcmb.net /ar tcraf t to 
download an application and 
submit, wi th photos as soon 
as possible. For more details, 
contact exhibit coordinator 
Carol Rosati at (734) 455-
0714. Only 105 exhibitors will 
be permi t ted to exhibit at this 
artistic event. The most recent 
PCMB Ar t & Craf t Ensemble 
had over 2 , 0 0 0 visitors. 

"The Arts & Craf t Ensemble 
has grown to be a high quality, 
well-attended event where only 
hand-made items are sold," 
said John Noss, president of 
the 2010 Pl>'mouth-Canton 
Music Boosters. "The money 
raised helps the Concert and 
Marching Bands, Color Guard 
and Percussion programs 
that provide students with a 
one of a kind arts experience. 
Our recent Holiday event had 
record-breaking attendance of 
over 2 0 0 0 people, so we know 
the community is accepting of 
this show." 

Plymouth High School is 
located at 8400 Beck Road in 
Canton. The Spring Arts &Craft 
Ensemble will be held from 9 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on March 13. 
In addition to over 100 exhibits, 
there will be food, a raffle, and 
entertainment by local musi-
cians and artists throughout the 
day Admission is $2. 
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