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Waste not

Canton will host its annu-
al Hazardous Waste Round
up 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 19, at Canton’s

, Division of Public Works
Building, located at 4847
Sheldon. This event is open
to Canton residents only.

Examples of accept-
able waste being collected
include, but are not limited
to, fluorescent light bulbs,
oil-based and latex paint,
paint thinner, turpentine,
bug sprays, floor-care prod-
ucts, expired medicine,
computers and scanners,
dry cleaning solvents, rat
poison, household batter-
ies, propane tanks, mercury -
waste, antifreeze, brake
fluid, diesel fuel, kerosene,
motor oil, and acids.

Canton officials said they
will be unable to accept
commercial waste, con- -
struction debris, explosives
or ammunition, fire extin-
guishers, firewood, radioac-
tive material, smoke detec-
tors, and tires.

To obtain a detailed list of
what is and is not acceptable
please call Canton Public
Works at 394-5150 or visit
www.canton-mi.org.

Arts festival

The fourth annual Cherry
Hill Arts Festival takes place
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 1, in the Cherry Hill
Village Downtown District.
Spend the afterncon stroll-
ing through local businesses,
the Village Theater, and
Canton’s many historic sites,
all while enjoying art and
performances by local art-
ists.

The Cherry Hill Arts
Festival is a celebration of
all things art, and welcomes
more than 2,500 guests
annually. Musical enter-
tainment, face painting,
delicious food, en plein air
(in the open air) painting
demonstrations, educational
workshops, demonstrating
artists, artist/crafter booths,
and art-themed activities for
all ages are just a few of the
things that the festival has
to offer.

The festival is home tothe
“Chalk It Up” sidewalk chalk
art contest that attracts
talented artists both locally
and regionally. This special
sidewalk chalk art contest,
presented by D & M Art
Studios, allows entrants of
all ages and skill-levels a

* chance to compete for prizes.
Artists are required to check
inby 11 a.m.

For more information visit
cantonfun.org or call (734)
394-5460.

Still got it

BiLL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tom Strock and Marion Busa rehearse “Any Body For Tea?"k They are both residents of Canton.

Older actors find a home with oVer-fSO troupe

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Before Tom Strock got back into acting
five years ago, the only on-stage action he'd

" seen was in high school productions of Qur

Town and Time Out for Ginger.

But considering Strock is 69 years old,
the high school work came some time ago.
Still, when he went looking for something
to do a few years ago, he opted for the

- grease paint and stage lights.

Now Strock is a leading man, heading
a contingent of senior actors in the new
Still Got It Players’ production of Any Body

for Tea, which opens at Canton’s Village
Theater at Cherry Hill later this month.

Strock is among a dozen actors, all at
least age 50, who comprise the Still Got It
Players.

“T've always admired actors,” said Strock,
who first joined the Canton Senior Players
in 2004 “Tt seemed like quite a challenge.
I figured if I didn’t get a part and it didn’t
work out, well, at least I tried.”

It worked out fine for Strock and the
other actors in the group, the brainchild of
54~year-old director Debbie Lannen, who
said she tired of watching play after play
without any substantive roles for senior
citizens.

Lannen, a former dance studio owner
who holds a bachelor of fine arts degree
from Wayne State University, said the Still
Got It Players gives “something to do” to
elder citizens who “aren’t all ready to sit at
home.”

“A lot of times there aren’t a lot of parts
for the older actor,” said Lannen, who
directed the premiere of the musical Father
Bingo at the Detroit Music Hall Center for
Performing Arts. “This group is focused on
finding roles for that age group.”

There are a dozen actors filling 14 roles

TAKING THE STAGE

What: Still Got It Players productions of “Any
Body for Tea” and “Funeral Tea”
When: Aug. 26-27,1p.m;; Aug 2829, 7p.m,

“hug. 30, 2pm.
‘Where: Village Theater at Cherry Hitt in

Canton v

Who: Still Got It Players features actors from
Plymouth, Canton, Redford, Garden City,
Westland and Northville

Tickets: $15 for adults; $13 for seniors/stu-
dents under19 .

info: www. spctttghtplayersml org or call
(734) ?34-480-4945

Director Debbie Lannen and set designer Michael
Burden of Redford watch a rehearsal of “Any
Body for Tea?"”

in the two initial plays. The group focuses
first on its fledgling productions, both
one-act plays (the other is Funeral Tea)
designed, Lannen said, to make it easier
for the older actors to memorize lines and

Please see PLAYERS, A2

‘Cherry hails diversity in temple address

Canton moves

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A series of pedestrian
bridges connecting a five-
mile recreation trail that
weaves through Canton
Township could be in place
as early as next spring, offi-
cials said Tuesday. :

The long-anticipated proj-
ect comes on the heels of a
2006 township survey cit-
ing walking trails as the No.
1 priority of residents, said
Brad Sharp, Canton’s park
and facility maintenance
manager.

“Tt's a great project,” he
said.

Seven wooden bridges, 10
feet wide, will transform
the Lower Rouge River
Recreation Trail into a seam-

less path from Canton Center -

Road, near Palmer, to the

1-275/Michigan Avenue area  $150,000 from Wayne

— allowing people to walk, County.

run, ride mountain bikes and In turn, the township has
relish the township’s natural  to match the grants with

beauty.

“It is a completely natural
setting,” Sharp said.

An initial phase of the
project already opened
with a trail head on Morton
Taylor north of Michigan
Avenue, but users who go
there can only use an east-
west path that stretches
about 1.5 miles.-

In all, seven bridges are
needed to connect trails
from Canton Center to 1-275
and create what Sharp tout-
ed as “aregional trail system.”

“We're trying to meet the
needs of the community, and
they've expressed recreation

2 your new car at Community Financial
through the Invest In America Program and

we'll give you

.Tuesday night, the Canton

PHOTO,BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton Township engineer Anne Naszradi (left) and longtime Canton resident
Joan Lager walked along part of the Lower Rouge Recreation Trail earlier
this year. The township was recently awarded a $350,000 grant from the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources to build several foot bridges over
the Rouge River.

trails as their most important
(priority),” he said.

Leisure Services Director
Ann Conklin said five bridges
could be installed this fall
and two others by next spring,
a move she said will “really
complement the nature area.”

In a crucial decision

Township Beard of Trustees
voted to hire Florida-based
Nature Bridges JD James -
Inc. — the qualified low bid-
der to build the bridges - for
$6'71,654.

An earlier design phase
cost $113,519. :

Much of the money comes
from outside sources. The
township already has
received approval of two
grants, one for $350,000
from the Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources and one for

a combined $350,000, an
amount budgeted in the
township’s Community
Improvement Fund.

After paying for the bridges
and the design work, offi-
cials plan to use the remain-
ing amount of $64,827 for
signage and other materials
needed for a stretch between
Canton Center and Sheldon.

The recreation trails lie
within the Wayne County-
owned Lower Rouge Parkway,
which inclides nearly 300
acres of natural land within
the township.

delem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222~2238 :
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rebound from its deep and lin-
gering economic recession.

“Michigan gains great
strength from the ethnic diver-
sity that we have,” Cherry said,
in a keynote address inside the
Singh Sabha of Michigan, a Sikh
gurdwara, or temple, which
opened last April on Canton
Center Road near Geddes.

Cherry, a likely Democratic
candidate in next year’s guber-
natorial race, vowed that “for
Michigan to grow strong eco-
nomically,” it will need to chart
a common path by drawing on
all the talents and strengths of
its diverse population,

Michigan Lt. Gov. John Cherry (center) told a crowd at Canton's Singh Sabha of
Michigan the state “gains great strength from the ethinic diversity that we have.”

Cherry compared the state’s
economy to a symbolic bus that
has run into a ditch — a bus he
said can only return to a road
of prosperity if people of all cul-
tures are on board. He lauded
the determination of Sikhs

and described himself as “so

_impressed” that the two-story,

19,000-square-foot gurdwara in
which he spoke was built with
volunteers and donations.

Please see DIVERSE, A2
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Actors Lanna Collins of Garden City (from left), Linda Trygg of Westland, Joanna McKay of Canton and Robin Hoover

of Willis rehearse “Funeral Tea."”

PLAYERS

FROM PAGE Al

stage directions,

Linda Trygg of Westland
said oldér actors can get a bit
discouraged trying out for plays
and seeing nothing but young-
sters getting the roles.

“Half the time you go to
rehearsals and you see a bunch
of 20-year-olds,” Trygg said.
“You know you can’t compete
with that.”

That’s because actors over
50 are in the fourth stage of
what he says are five stages of
an acting career, according to
Michael Burden of Redford,
the set designer for Still Got It’s
production.

“First is, ‘Who's Michael?’
followed by ‘Get me Michael?”
Burden said, smiling. “The third
stage is ‘Get me a Michael type,
followed by ‘Get me a YOUNG
Michael’ and then, ‘Who's
Michael?’ again.”

So far, the group is having fun
with the production. The two
plays — Anybody for Tea? by
C.B. Gilford and Funeral Tea by
Pat Wilson - put the focus on
a couple of different groups of
ladies.

“In Anybody for Tea? is a
wonderful group of elderly

.
-
.
.
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i Reguster & Pre-pay for two months and !
receive two months absolutely FREE! |
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Stilt Got It Players actors Marion Busa of Canton, Tom Strock of Canton, and
Lanna Collins of Garden City rehearse “Any Body For Tea?"

ladies dying to meet the hand-
some detective across the
street, and the lengths they go
to meet him are hilarious and
quite unexpected,” Lannen
said. “Funeral Tea introduces
us to a different group of
eccentric ladies faced with the
dilemma and privilege of find-
ing the perfect resting place
for a favorite uncle.”

Robin Hoover, 50, of Willis,
Mich., (between Belleville
and Ann Arbor) joined the
Spotlight Players for their pro-
duction of Pajama Game, the
first acting experience of her
life. Being a part of the Still
Got It Players fulfills a lifelong
wish.

“I always wanted to act, but
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I was the youngest of 11 chil-

dren, so there was never time,” |

Hoover said. “When I turned
50 I said, Tm doing it.” My
kids thought I was crazy, but I
didn’t care!”

Lannen, the veteran direc-
tor, is glad to see her dozen
actors having fun.

“They seem to be enjoying
it,” she said. “They’re volun-
teering to do things, bringing
in props from home, things
like that. They're excited when
they get here.”

She stops and smiles.

“It’s a new activity,” she
added. “It gives us something
to do besides bingo.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

Voted 3rd Best
Dance Studio in Michigan
2008 by cityvoter

Community Supporter Award
2006 recipient

Business of the Year
2004 nominee

ance Classes
for a year!

Members of
Canton Chamber of Commerce
Cecchetti Council of America
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Canton hires consultant
for neighborhood program

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Township, slated to receive nearly $2.2
million in federal dollars to help families buy
foreclosed homes, has hired an outside agency
to administer a program that has fueled contro-
versy.

In a 6-1 decision Tuesday evening, town-~
ship trustees hired the Wayne Metropolitan
Community Action Agency, which already is
helping cities such as Lincoln Park. Local offi-
cials, who lack the resources to administer the
program, still will monitor it yet relinquish key
responsibilities.

The grant — part of a massive, federal
Neighborhood Stabilization Program — allows
communities to buy foreclosed or abandoned
homes, hire contractors for repairs, place them
on the market and potentially offer assistance

such as down payments.

“We can’t make a profit on the homes,” town-
ship Finance Director Rick Eva said, and even
the Wayne Metropolitan Community Action

Agency and contractors are limited on what they -

will benefit from it and questioning whether

the program is a wise use of tax doliars. He said
he might be more supportive if it put foreclosed
families back in their former homes. ‘

“I've had a lot of heartache with this,” he said.

Other trustees, though in some cases philo-
sophically opposed to the program, said the
money will likely get used, so Canton might as
well benefit. Trustee John Anthony held outhope
that empty homes will once again house families.

“I like the fact that there’s a possibility of turn-
ing them around,” he said.

Trustee Todd Caccamo voiced some concern
about such federal programs, but he said “abso-
lutely it’s going to help some people, and that’s
what we're about.”

Township officials will bave to commit the
money within an 18-month pericd and spend it
within four years. Families who benefit will have

to receive budget counséling
r"l’!v p‘w\o‘vam ]’\ aQ I‘O!""‘a‘ T ‘ﬂc{\mﬂ on V]Ohnec

FUpA Ol fas LOLLRIL 13 2T Bt

‘Township Treasurer Melissa McLaughlin said 25

percent of the homes, for example, will be sold to
a family of four earning less than $34,950 & year,
while 75 percent of houses will go to similar-

can earn.

Talks among township leaders Tuesday indi-
cated that 15 homes could potentially get new
owners, although officials conceded it was only
an estimate. They are hopeful of finding families

“for homes considered neighborhood eyesores.

sized families making up to $83,900.

affordable ones.

homes,” he said.

Trustee Pat Willianis cast the lone dissent- |

ing vote against the plan, saying too few people

Finance Director Rick Eva said the program
will not be focused on expensive homes, but

“We're not going to be buying any $300, OOO

delem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

The Singh Sabha of Michigan, a Sikh gurdwara, or temple, opened last Aprii on Canton Center Road near Geddes. -

DIVERSE
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Cherry joined other town-
ship, county, regional and
state officials for a Sunday
afternoon religious ceremony
including Sikh music, prayers,
customs and culture. Sikh
means disciple or learner,
and Sikhism is founded on
the 15th-Century teachings of
Guru Nanak and 10 successive
gurus. It teaches of one God,
equality, hard work, medita-
tion, tolerance, religious inclu-
sion and other beliefs.

“Anyone is welcome,”
said Singh Sabha member
Rani Mahal, who organized
Sunday’s event.

Some Sikhs said Sunday
they have struggled to be
understood since they were
mistakenly associated with
the 9/11 terrorists. They also
said many people simply aren’t
aware of customs, such as men

‘wearing long hair, beards and

turbans as a form of religious
attire.

Singh Sabha in Canton is
part of the world’s fifth-largest
religion, and it draws people
from all of western Wayne
County and much farther
away, Mahal said.

Before introducing Cherry,
S. TejKiran Singh, a Ford
Motor Co. senior engineer
and one of the gurdwara’s
conflict resolution committee
members, said Sikhs number
26 million worldwide and
500,000 in the United States.
He said they represent many
professions and are committed

‘to hard work.

Singh asked government
officials attending Sunday’s
ceremony to do what they can
to halt the practice of deny-
ing Sikhs from wearing their -
religious attire and serving in
the U.S. Army. Singh told the .
crowd Sikhs have “a passion
to defend” a country many of
them chose, and where many

ocoa Bean

Chocolatier & Coffee House

50166 Cherry Hill Rd. * Canton, MI
Located in Canton’s historic Cherry Hill Village area

-734.340.5865

Serving the finest Fair Trade Ozrganic, loca,ﬂy roastecl
coﬁee, attes, cappuccinos... Hot, over ice, or blended

We make our own brand
- of chocolate in house

Now featuring the best old
fashioned ice cream made
by the Calder Dairy in

Carleton, Michigan

We are open at
6 anm& M"F

were born.

Singh also called on govern-
ment leaders to help fight the
oppression of Sikh youngsters
in schools, where they are
often bullied because they are
perceived as different. ‘

Moreover, he said the Sikh
community, as Cherry suggest-
ed, can help Michigan fight its
econoiic woes. He said many
Sikhs chose to live in Michigan
because of its natural beauty
and its diversity.

“We love Michigan,” Singh
said. “We chose it as our
home.” )

Jagdeep Singh, an executive
committee member of Singh
Sabha, called Sunday’s event
one of the gurdwara’s biggest
attempts yet to reach out to
political leaders.

“This is (one of) the first
times we have invited our
political representation” from
the state, county, courts and

* the township, he said.

dclem@hometowniife.com | (313) 2222238
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Hours: Mon-Wed 6am to 6pm, Thu-Fri 6am to 7:30pm, Sat 8am to 7:30pm, Sun 10am to 4pm
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Barefoot auditions

Plymouth-based Barefoot
Productions conducts auditions for its
production of “Mister Roberts,” 7-9
p.m. Aug. 3-4.

Auditions take place at the former
Walker-Buzenberg furniture store the
production company now calls home
at 240 N. Main in Plymouth. Roles are
available for 19 men and one woman.

For more information, call Craig
Hane, (734) 582-9688.

BLOCK open house

The B.L.O.C.K. Youth and Teen
Center, part of Canton Leisure
Services, hosts an open house 6-8
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18. The event will
showcase all of the upcoming fall pro-
gramming and afterschool options.

Parents and their teens, ages 11-

17, are welcome to tour the facilities
and enjoy all the activities that The
B.L.O.C.K. has to offer. Besides the
homework and study area this youth
and teen center has many entertain-
ment options including: Rock Band,
Guitar Hero, Nintendo Wii, a com-
puter lab with internet, pool tables, air
hockey, foosball and a big screen TV.

Information on a variety of T The
B.L.O.C.K.s upcoming programs will
also be available at the open house.
With the After School Program,
students are picked up from their
school and transported by staff to
the BLOCK where they can do their
homework and spend free time with
their friends.

A B.L.O.CK. Membership allows
teens unlimited access to the facil-
ity. Teen Night Out gives students a
supervised field trip, away from their
parents, while the BLOCK-In allows
teens to spend a fun-filled all-nighter
with their friends at The B.L.O.C.K.

The B.L.O.C.X. stands for Building
Leaders Out Of Canton’s Kids and is
a place where kids can spend quality
time in a safe, secure, and supervised
environment. For more information
on all of the teen programs Canton
Leisure Services has too offer, visit
cantonfun.org or call (734) 398-5570.

Orchestra auditions

The Celebration Youth Orchestras,
the youth ensembles supported by the
Plymouth Canton Symphony Society,

National success

Planetdance from Canton recently attended the Starpower National Talent Competition in Ocean City, Md., which featured thousands of
dancers doing 1,300 routines during the week. The team traveled with 80 dancers to Maryland. The fast day of the competition was the
“Battle of the Stars” where they picked the top 80 routines to come back to the stage and re-compete. Planetdance was honored to have
six routines make it to the Battle of the Stars. The competition also picked four dancers for a full scholarship to the dance convention

“Wild,” among them Alyson Fryz of Canton and planetdance. Planetdance is currently moving locations to Cherry Hill and Sheldon. Check out

the studio’s Web site at planetdancestudio.com for the summer schedule.

conduct auditions for next season
Aug. 14 at Evola Music in Canton.
The four ensembles of the Youth
Orchestra include Celebration Youth
Symphony for advanced students in
winds, brass, percussion and strings;
Celebration Flute Choir for to inter-
mediate and advanced flute students,
which in addition to playing on CYO
concerts also performs for a variety
of events throughout the community;
Celebration Sinfonia for intermedi-
ate-level string students who are
ready for more challenging repertoire
and wish to continue building ensem-
ble skills; and Celebration Strings for
younger string players who wish to
learn ensemble playing skills such as

IGN*

FORD ROAD

Lifetime
Fitness

HAGGERTY ROAD

CHERRY HILL RD.

COST EFFECT

' playing in a section and listening and

following a conductor.

More audition information can be
found on-line at www.celebrationy-
outhorchestras.org

Comedy night

Three local comedians - Gary
George, Dave Bell and Mike Malec
- will perform at the second annual
Plymouth High School Football
Boosters Club Comedy Fund-raiser,
at the beautiful Cherry Hill Village
Theater in Canton.

This evening of laughs takes place
Aug. 8. The show begins at 7:30 p.m.
with doors opening at 7. This event
is general admission and tickets are -

VE CONSTRUCTION

"with all qualifying projects - ask if your project qualifies - 7‘34~?37”05€}O

$15. Proceeds from this show will
help provide needed funds to the
Plymouth Football Program.

Tickets are limited and can be pur-
chased at the Theater Box Office or
on-line.

Pageant volunteers

The Plymouth-Canton Junior Miss
Scholarship Program is in need of
volunteers to help out with this year’s
program.

Organizers’ goal is to make the
event bigger and better, and say the
only way to do that is with volunteers.

Anyone interested should send an e-
mail to pejrmiss@yahoo.com. All vol-
unteers are welcome and appreciated.

won A8170-1424

Pageant time

Applications are now being accept-
ed for the 2009 Miss Wayne County
Scholarship Pageant, an official Miss
America preliminary. Young women
who live, work full time, or attend
school full time in Wayne County and
are between the ages 17 and 24 are
eligible.

Areas of competition include
and interview, lifestyle and fitness
in swimsuit, evening gown, talent
and on-stage question. The win-
ner will represent Wayne County at
the 2010 Miss Michigan pageant in
Muskegon as well as receive a cash
scholarship.

Call (7349 367-0560 or send an

- e-mail to sheilamaell6@aol.com to

request an application. They also can
be found on the Miss Wayne County
Web site at www.misswayneco.com.
The deadline for entry is Aug. 17.
The pageant will be held Saturday,

*Sept. 12, at Livonia Churchill High

School.
Golf outing

Each year the Canton Chamber

of Commerce hosts an annual Golf
Outine, This year the classic will take

place on Tuesday, Aug. 19, at Pheasant
Run Golf Club of Canton. This event
is open to the public, and there are
various packages available for pur-
chase.

Golf for Four Package, $550-
Includes golf with cart for four, con-
tinental breakfast, lunch at the turn,
beverages on the course, Buffet din-
ner, prizes , gift package and more! -

Golf for Four Sponsorship Package,
$650- Includes golf for four with cart.
and a Tee or Green Sponsorship, con-
tinental breakfast, lunch at the turn,
beverages on the course, Buffet din-
ner, prizes, gift package, signage at
the course, recognition at the dinner,
and a plaque.

Individual Golf, $150- Includes
golf with cart, continental breakfast,
lunch at the turn, beverages on the
course, Buffet dinner, prizes, gift
package, and more!

Dinner Only, $35. Tee and Green
sponsorships are available and afford-
able. If you are interested in pur-

. chasing a sponsorship, contact the

Chamber at (734) 453-4040.

Featurmg thousands of wmes,
liguors, and heers!
Over 1,000 brands of beer!

We have lowest state minimum liquor prices every day!

9%

ALL WINE &
GHAIVIPAGN

- Through September 15, 2009

off

Open Mon.-Thurs. 9am-11pm
Fri.-Sat. 9am-Midnight; Sun. Noon-8pm

1634 Haggerty Road (In front of Lifetime Fitness) o canton; Mi 48187 :

7134-844-156
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CANTON PUBLIC SAFETY

The Canton Emergency Management Division is responsible for providing a number of services to the community

during natural, fechnical and human-related hazards.

Team prepared to handle disasters

As with all communities in Michigan, Canton
is subject to natural, technical and human-
related hazards. These hazards have the poten-
tial to threaten life, health and safety, as well
as impact the quality of life, property, environ-
ment and infrastructure.

. The Canton Emergency Management
Division is responsible for providing a number
of services to the community including:

» Emergency planning to effectively prepare
for, mitigate for, respond to, and recover from
large scale emergencies and disasters.

* Maintain an emergency operations center
that can be activated 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week to serve as a central location for direction
and control of an incident.

» Maintain databases to procure needed
resources in an emergency.

» Coordination of public education campaigns
1o prepare the public for emergency events.

» Provide emergency public information to
the public in an emergency.

¢ Coordinate with volunteer organizations to
provide severe weather response.

» Maintain and operate a township-wide
early warning siren system comprised of 14
outdoor sirens to warn the public of emergency
events.

THENORTHVILLE
CENTRAL BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Whether you are a resident, public official,
Canton employee or businessperson, your com-
mitment to teamwork and participation is
important when handling any emergency situ-
ation. Everyone in the community has a role to
play in making the outcome a success. Team -
together before the next disaster occurs. This
would be an excellent opportunity to meet your
neighbors and work with your neighborhood
association to help each other in planning for
emergency situations.

If an event should occur, stay tuned to your
local radio, television and cable channel, and
read the local paper for additional updates,
information and upcoming public meetings.
We will also post important information on
Canton’s home Web page, www.canton-mi.org

Please consider the preparedness sugges-
tions and recommendations contained on our
Web site and take action, beginning with your
own household. Most of the information con-
tained on this Web site can be downloaded or is
available in pamphlet form from the Office of
Emergency Management. Call (734) 394-5357

 if you would like this mformatlon sent to your

home or busmess

(Story courtesy Canton Township Police Department)

A man failed in his attempt to pass a coun-
terfeit $20 bill at the McDonald’s restaurant on
Michigan Avenue east of Lotz.

The incident happened about 7: 30 a.m.
Saturday.

An employee told police the man tried to buy
food but she discovered the $20 bill was fake.
She said she told him it wasn’t real and that he
became nervous and asked to see it.

The employee refused to give the bill back
and told the customer she was calling police.
She said he quickly left the restaurant and
entered what she described asa white or silver
Chrysler Pacifica.

Forced entry

Police went to an apartment on Brooke Park,
south of Joy and west of I-275, after a woman
said she returned from work about 8:15 a.m.
Monday to find her front door had been forced

open.

She found a safe box was missing from a
front closet, and she said it contained a loaded
handgun, $5,000 in cash and property belong-
ing to her late father, including a Rolex watch,
a wedding band, other gold jewelry and a birth
certificate.

She also told police a laptop computer was
taken from her bedroom.

Kohl's caper

Canton police nabbed three suspects accused
of trying to steal merchandise Monday after-
noon from the Kohl’s store on Ford near
Sheldon.

Aloss prevention employee said two females
and one male entered the store, selected various
pairs of jeans, put them in a cart and headed
out the exit.

The employee identified himself, but the
suspects fled, got into a Ford Taurus and drove.
west on Ford Road, where police stopped them.

Assault charge

Police arrested a man on an assault charge
after investigating an ongoing dispute between
him and another man.

The alleged victim told police that the suspect
had been stalking him and harassing him for a
few weeks after they had an earlier altercation.
They attend the same church.

The alleged victim told police he was belng
followed home Saturday night when his fol-
lower pulled in front of his car near Ayshire
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and Hampshire, west of Haggerty and north of
Palmer.

The alleged victim said the man, accompa-
nied by his son, approached him and hit him
on the arm with what was described as a black
rod.

The suspect told police that it was the other
man who had been causing problems. Police
were continuing their investigation.

Home invasion

A woman told police someone entered her
home on Vistas Circle, west of Beck and south
of Cherry Hill, prior to 5:15 p.m. July 17 and
took personal papers she had placed in a folder
next to her desk. She also said jewelry was
taken from her bedroom.

The woman told police there were no signs of
forced entry, and she believed the intruder may
have accessed her home through a garage door.

- Warehouse break-in

A security guard at Yazaki, a business on
Haggerty north of Ford, told police some-
one broke into a warehouse between 2 a.m.
Saturday and 8 a.m. Monday.

The guard told police the intruder cut several
large copper wires to disable an alarm system.
He said nothing appeared to be missing.

Compiled by Darrell Clem from Canton Police Department
reports.

South Lyon
321 Pettibone Ave., Suite 105
248-437-5505

is excited to announce the opening of our
new office in South Lyon!

Now THE SAME EXPERT CLINICAL EXPERIENCE AND PERSONALIZED
PATIENT CARE IS AVAILABLE IN TwO LOCATIONS:

Westland
35337 West Warren Rd.
734-467-5100

Anne Barlow, M.A.

Karissa Jagacki, AuD.

‘Kim Carnicom, M.A. -

ave

Specializing In: . -
Comprehens:ve hearing tests & hearmg aids
for over 18 years

We provide a complete line of hearing aids
for every lifestyle & budget

: Mention this special offer and receive
| - a complimentary consultation or a

i FREE clean & check

i on your current hearing aids

PERSONALIZED
HEARING CARE, Inc.

.

Audiology and Hearing Aids

e 321 Pettibone Avenue, Suite 105 ¢ South Lyon, Mi 48187 H
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Understand the document you're signing

he federal stimulus plan

# passed a number of months
ago. I'll leave it to others to deter-
mine if it is working. However,
there is one item regarding the
stimulus pack-

never read the

ave read many articles about -

people who obtained mortgages
failed to understand what they
were signing and we can see how
much government regulations
protected them.

I recognize that many of
these documents are difficult to

is involved? Obviously, certain’

have no other alternative. Don't
be afraid to ask if you can make
a change in the document to
suit your needs or see if there is
another option.

If you find yourself between
arock and a proverbial hard

ning the country’s business our

legislationand  documents have more serious legislators took the time to read
Money Matters ~ are confused ramifications than others. For and understand everything

astowhatisin  example, the largest purchaseor  that they are signing. Maybe it’s
Rick Bloom theplan.Iraise  debtmost of us will ever make impractical. I don’t know. What

msssessessses - the issue not to
- criticize law-
makers but to remind everyone
that when you sign a docurnent
you must take responsibility.

In our society, it seems we are
always signing a host of docu-
ments. Whether it’s picking up
prescription medication, visiting
the doctor or meeting with a
financial adviser, there’s always
documents to sign.

Unfortunately, most people
have no idea what is in these doc-
uments. They assume the docu-
ment is standard and that others
have reviewed it. People sign up
for charge card deals or deferred
payment plan gimmicks from
retailers without reading the fine
print. They assume that there is
some type of government regu-
lation protecting them. Many

is ahome/mortgage. I highly
recommend before signing these
documents — which have a
major financial impact on your
life — that you understand it
completely. If that means, and in
most cases it does, that you seek

professional help, sobeit.
However, it i€ not or nﬁna‘ to

YOVULy 20 20 2200 P2 19623 R ES

have every document that you
sign reviewed by a professional.
But you should read the docu-
ment and if you don’t understand
it, ask questions.

Whenever you sign what
looks like a standard document
— often blank spaces or boxes to
check based upon your individ-
ual situation — review all i items
for accuracy.

There may be times when you
disagree with the document that
you are signing but believe you

I do know is that when it comes
to running our family business,
we have to take the responsibility
to understand the consequences
of each and every document we
sign.

This is a complex and ever-

changing world we live in and
the o*nvt:xrnmmf\f r]nee not have

AT PV ok ddadiTrisy LUCOS AU R4V

the resources to protect us. Yes,
the government does provide
some protection, but it’s not
enough. We must be involved in
the process and take time to read
a document before signing it.
Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at www.
bloomassetmanagement.com.

f! v AMA is a charter school, funded by the state, offering a quality
education focused on helping students reach their full potential
{ I and building awareness of respect for community and environment.

Students enjoy unigue learning activities and individualized
attention, fostering a life-long desire to learn and be successful.

Educanon iS avallable

ageIwouldlike understand. It seems that they- place, you gbviously have to :

to address. It are written by lawyers for law- make a tough decision. However, to yo u r l re n
appears that yers. ’ in today’s world you may be

many of our What is the answer? Justsign  surprised that you have more

elected rep- something and hope for the options than you thought.

resentatives best or try to understand what It would be nice if in run- |

Check Us Out!

Crealn Social &
Open House

ON STAGE |
Music in the Park Trust, Rotary Club of Plymouth * Sept. . Vied
A.M.,, Dr. Brian Brackney, 4, Lady Visit our classrooms
"Here's the remaining sched-  Bacinski’s Best Friends Sunshine 8 & ¢ Meet our staff

ule for the weekly Musicinthe  of Learning Institute and and the X l .
Park concert schedule, hosted ~ Lodging by the Month. Band ; * Learn about Montessori
by the Plymouth Community - ; The con- teaching methods
Arts Council: Music in the Air certs take . Ask fi £

* Aug, 5, Barbara Bailey Here’s the remaining sched- placein ‘ , SK quesuons oi our
Hutchinson ule for the Friday night “Music downtown students’ parents

» Aug. 12, Guy Louisand his  in the Air” concert series, host- Plymouth’s

Chautauqua Express
* Aug. 19, The Cats & the

Fiddler sponsored by Blue Cross/Blue  in Kellogg Park. startat7 . For more information, call 734_525-‘]1()0‘ ‘
All concerts start at noon Shield: pm. e e .
in Kellogg Park in down- ¢ July 31, Gia Warner Communitv Band j or visit www.montessoriacademy.us.
town Plymouth. Sponsors ¢ Aug. 7, The Bluescasters m y a ; .
include the Carl and Isabelle ¢ Aug. 14, The Kris K Band The Plymouth Community 14800 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia, Ml 48154 o Soputh of Five Mile Rd.

Schultz Family, The Wilcox
Foundation, Huron Valley
Ambulance, Monroe Bank &

ed by the Plymouth Downtown
Development Authority and

¢ Aug. 21, The Randy Brock
Group
* Aug. 28, Mass Transit

Gia Warner takes the  Kellogg
stage Friday at 7 p.m. Park and

Band, headed by longtime lead-
er Carl Battishill, plays Kellogg
Park every Thursday at 8 p.m.

Expert Care Close to Home

Same or Next Day Appointments Available

Phone: 248-538-3020
www.dralbertoaviles.com

Fellowship-trained hand and reconstructive
plastic surgeon experienced in a wide range
of surgical and microsurgical services
including: advanced techniques for breast reconstruction and
enhancement, surgical correction for hand and wrist problems, body
contouring procedures such as abdominoplasty and liposuction and
procedures to rejuvenate and enhance facial appearance.

Alberto Aviles, M.D. Robert Zaid, D.O.
Plastic Surgeon Family Medicine

5641 W. Maple Road PrimeCare of Novi

West Bloomfield 39555 W. 10 Mile Road
26850 Providence Pkwy Ste 302

Ste 250 Novi

Novi Phone: 248-426-7200

www.primecareofmi.com

Passionate about developing relationships
- with his patients and values friendly, open
communication. Dr. Zaid provides complete

care for the entire family with special interest

in childhood asthma, dermatology,

manipulation.

diabetes and osteopathlc

Kelly Burke, M.D. A.Damadi, M.D. Todd Frush, M.D.
Obstetrics & Gynecology Colorectal Surgeon Orthopaedic Surgeon.
26850 Providence Pkwy 26850 Providence Pkwy 26750 Providence Pkwy -
Ste 315 Ste 425 Ste 200
Novi - Novi Novi
Phone: 248-465-4340 22250 Providence Dr. 22250 Providence Drive
www.yourobgyns.com Ste 702 Ste 401

Southfield Southfield
Committed to listening to patient Phone: 248-557-9650 Phone: 248-349-7015
concerns Dr. Burke provides the www.porrettacenter.com

highest quality care for women of
all generations. A background in
social work and medicine blends to provide compassionate
obstetrical and gynecological care with a special focus on
adolescent gynecology and minimally invasive surgery.

Specialized in colonoscopy,
cancer. screenings, minimally
invasive management of diverticulitis, colorectal cancer
and treatment of hemorrhoids.

Fellowship trained in ‘sports . .

medicine and orthopaedic surgery. Coordinates care with
other physicians, physical therapists, and athletic trainers.
Specializes in arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements, -
cartilage restoration, rotator cuff repair, knee hgament
reconstruction, tennis elbow .and other sports related injuries.

Madhuri Gudipaty, M.D.

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Susan Lyons, M.D., Ph.D.
- Oncology and Hematology

26850 Providence Pkwy 47601 Grand River 2 South
Ste 500 Novi
Novi Phone: 248-344-2000
Phone: 248-662-4388 22301 Foster Winter Drive
www.womensdocs.com Ste 200

Southfield

Phone: 248-552-0620
www.newlandmedical.com

Dedicated to providing comprehensive
women’s health care including pregnancy,
child birth, menstrual problems and
menopause management with an -emphasis
on weliness through annual physicals, pap smears, breast exams, and
preventive medicine.

Dedicated to providing optimal, state of the

art and progressive care for cancer and hematologxc conditions.
Combines vast research and clinical experience to provide maximal
benefit for her patients while focusing on quality of life.

STJOHN

HYALTH»
SYSTEM

PROVIDENCE

08668297
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Plan pushes stronger
alternative energy goals

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The last time Marc
Corriveau stood in the lobby at
Canton’s Mechanical Energy
Systems, he was there to push
legislation that would have
Michigan moving to cleaner
alternative energy standards.

This time, the second-term
state representative (20th -
District) was there to push
harder.

Corriveau, a Democrat from
Northville whose district
also encompasses the City of
Plymouth, Plymouth Township
and a slice of Canton, joined
fellow Democrats Dian Slavens
(Canton) and Deb Kennedy
(Brownstown) at the Canton
business to push a plan to
“catapult Michigan forward in

* alternative energy and make
the state a magnet for clean,
renewable energy jobs.

“There’s an argument to

Northville Democrat Marc Corriveau,
state Representative for the 20th
District, outlines an alternative
energy plan during a press
conference in Canton Monday.

be made this is good for our
future, good for our kids,” said
Corriveau. “This is a way for
Michigan to create a lot of
jobs. We have a lot of displaced

Donna Napolitano, owner of Mechanical Energy Systems in Canton, listens as state Rep. Dian Slavens, (D-Canton), outlines the goals of the Democrats’

alternative energy plan.

(manufacturing) workers look-
ing for work in new fields. This
feels good personally, and it
feels good professionally.”

Democrats say the plan
builds on legislation passed
last year and “further posi-
tions Michigan to meet grow-
ing demand for clean energy
workers by offering powerful
incentives for renewable ener-
gy development and manufac-
‘turing, energy efficiency and
alternative energy production.

Slavens, a first-termer, spon-
sored recent legislation that
helped attract major advanced
battery manufacturers to
Michigan. She said Michigan
needs to do something to
outpace other states trying to
get into the alternative energy
game.

“We need to do what we can
right now to seize this growing
industry,” Slavens said. “Other
states are becoming estab-
lished. We need to do things
that put us out front ... so
Michigan is the place (manu-

facturers) come to put their
businesses.”
Among other things, the

" plan will:

» Create incentives for alter-
native energy companies to
come to Michigan by requiring
30 percent of the state’s elec-
tricity come from renewable
energy sources such as wind
and solar energy by 2025.

The plan builds on legislation
passed last year requiring 10
percent by 2015.

¢ Require utilities to work
with customers to decrease
electricity usage so utilities sell
2 percent less energy per year.

Slavens said utility compa-
nies have been cooperative in
this plan.

“We're implementing stan-
dards they've agreed to,” she
said. “They know the economy
is changing and they want to
change with us.”

» Revise building codes to
increase energy efficiency.

» Encourage residents and
businesses to become alterna-

(OBSERVER
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Home Delivery/Customer Service........1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)

NeWSroom........ccernne: (313) 222-2223  FaXorrrernen (313) 223-4650
Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355}
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EXTRA SPACE STORAGE

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, August 17, 2009 at Noon,
TATE & CO. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra Space
Storage, will be offering for sale under the judicial lien process, by
public auction, the following storage units. The goods to be sold are
generally described as household goods. The terms of the sale will
be cash only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any
and all bids. The sale will be at the following location: Extra Space
Storage, 6729 N. Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 48187

Kurtycz, Wayne  E16210x20 Kitchen Set, Nordic Trak, "retro”
covered stroller, toddler bike,
Halloween décor, 25+ Boxes, misec.
household goods.

Publish: July 30 and August 6, 2009 OE0BEG6747 - 222

Attention Plymouth Township residents hvmg
in close proximity to waters
(e.g., rivers, creeks, lakes)

The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) has issued a Preliminary Flood
Insurance Study (FIS) and Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)
identifying flood risk in Wayne County, including Plymouth
Township. These documents include proposed changes to base
flood elevations that may impact flood insurance requirements and
rates for Plymouth Township residents living in close proximity to
waters (e.g., rivers, creeks and lakes).

Township residents living in close proximity to rivers, creeks, or
lakes are encouraged to review the proposed base flood elevations.
A detailed listing of the proposed base flood elevations and further
information on the statutory period provided for appeals are
provided on FEMA’s website at https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/
thm/Scripts/bfe_main.asp, or call the FEMA Map Assistance Center
toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

Township residents may submit comments and/or file an appeal to
the proposed base flood elevations. FEMA requests ail comments
and/or appeals be submitted to the Township. The Township will
consolidate and forward all comments and/or appeals to FEMA by
the statutory deadline. Final determinations on all appeals and/or
comments will be made by FEMA.

All comments and/or appeals shall be submitted to the Township at
the following address by September 4, 2009 to meet the statutory
deadline:

Attn: Mr. Mark Lewis, Chief Building Official
Plymouth Township Hall - Building Department
9955 N-Haggerty Rd

Plymouth, MI 48170

Please note comments and/or appeals submitted to the Township
after September 4, 2009 may not be received by FEMA before the
statutory deadline.

A copy of the Preliminary FIS and FIRM are available for review at
Township Hall, Building Department, 9955 N Haggerty Rd,
Plymouth, MI 48170 from 8: OO AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through
Friday.

Publish: July 2 & 30, 2002 OEOBE64IT— 266

Whalers score with Ilbrary reaqu

tive energy entrepreneurs by
allowing them to sell excess
energy they create via renew-
able sources such as solar pan-
els or wind turbines.

Donna Napolitano, who
with her husband Joe owns
Mechanical Energy Systems, is
a proponent of the legislation.

“We've had a lifelong passion
to bring alternative energy
to Michigan, and we need to

. create a market for that to

flourish,” she said. “This plan
provides incentives for small
businesses like ours to grow
and create more jobs right
here in Michigan.”

Democrats say research con-
tinues to show a “huge poten-
tial for growth” in the renew-
able energy industry. The U.S.
Department of Energy has
identified Michigan as one
of four states that can create
more than 30,000 manufac-
turing jobs in the wind sector
alone. According to a 2009
Michigan Green Jobs Report
from the Department,of

When he plays hockey for
the Ontario Hockey League’s
Plymouth Whalers, Westland
native Tyler J. Brown is known
as a blue-collar, gritty player
who gets in the opposition’s
face and stays there. He’s not
fun to play against.

Whalers rookie Austin
Mattson (Livonia) likes to
compare himself to Red
Wing Darren Helm. Mattson
admires Helm'’s speed and
tenacity.

Brown and Mattson, though,
showed a kinder, gentler side
when they read and inter-
acted with children during the
Canton Public Library’s sum-
mer reading program.

The Whalers and Canton
Public Library are teaming up
this year to bring spice to the
Library’s Summer Reading
Program. Earlier this sum-
mer, Plymouth veterans Beau
Schmitz, AJ Jenks and RJ
Mahalak and mascot Shooter
read to children on three
separate occasions. Much
like Whalers head coach Mike
Vellucci changes players on the
fly, Brown and Mattson took
the next shift on Thursday.
Myles McCauley and Brown
will return for another shift
at the library on Thurs. Aug. 6
from 11lam-Noon.

“This year, I think our part-
nership with the Whalers has
gelled together well,” said
Kristen Kostielney, Canton
Public Library Program
Specialist. “Everyone who

has come out here has been
awesome. The rapport the
Whalers have with the kids is
incredible. Sports people are
every young child’s idol, so to
have the children lIisten to the
stories and find out some of the
Whalers’ favorite book is Dr.
Seuss is something they can
relate to. This is really fun.”

Sure enough, it didn't take
long for Brown and Mattson
to command the attention of
the 16 children who started the
session and the 20 who fin-
ished. Although the Whalers
read quietly, they held the
attention of the group for at
least ten minutes before mem-
bers started to squirm - a nor-
mal trait that goes hand-and-
hand with any group of young
children.

Northville Public Schools

We offer:
* Full & Halif Day Pre-K Classes for
33 Months to 5 Year Olds
¢ Parent/Child Classes for 1 and 2 Year Oids
 Wondergarten - Opposite Half of School
Day for Kindergarteners
+ Kids’ Ciub - Before and After School Programs for K-5 Students

http://www.northville.k12.mi.us/earlychildhood
49775 Six Mile Road, Northville, M| 48168

8666183

NATALIE SHAVER

Plymouth Whalers Austin Mattson (left) and Tyler J. Brown (right) meet with
young readers during a recent appearance at the Canton Public Library.

“The kids really paid atten-
tion and that goes to show the
rapport the Whalers have with
the children,” said Kostielney.
“The Whalers can relate with
all of them. They aren’t teach-
ers, so the kids relate to them
easily. The players that have
appeared here this year talk to
the kids at their level. That’s
very important for children.”

Although he attended the
reading session as a parent
with his eight-year-old son,
Brandon, Dean Garber of
Canton saw the event in a dif-
ferent light. Garber coached
Brown and Mattson when they
played together at the Squirt
and Pee Wee AAA levels.
Garber currently coaches his
son for the Canton Crush Mite
AA.

Energy, Labor and Economic
Growth, a sample of more
than 350 green-related firms
showed job growth of 7.7 per-
cent; other businesses in the
state lost jobs at a rate of 5.4
percent.

‘While the standards
wouldn’t be required for
another 16 years, Corriveau -
believes workers could start
seeing the effects of this plan
sooxt. _

“You can almost see jobs
coming immediately,” he said.
“We know the country is going
to renewable standards. We
know if we can get a foothold,
the jobs will come quickly.
Renewable energy is growing
by leaps and bounds, creat-
ing hundreds of thousands of
jobs and bringing in billions of
dollars. It’s time for Michigan
to take its place in the global
economy before these jobs and
investments pass us by.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899

program

“I've followed their careers
since they both moved on,”
said Garber with a smile: “It’s
nice to see them again out in
the community. It shows that
all the hard work that their
parents and coaches have put
in with them is paying off.
it’s really rewarding for them
and is rewarding for me as a
former coach.

“Brandon is excited about
coming to see the Whalers
play on opening nightin
Windsor (on Thurs. Sept. 17).”

The Whalers’ partner-
ship with the Canton Public
Library goes beyond player
appearances. The library
will be distributing tickets
for Plymouth games over the
course of the 2009-10 season.
Future events are in the plan-
ning stages as well,

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 Canton
Center Road. Check out
future events online at www.
cantonpl.org.

Although the Whalers are
technically in the middle of
their off-season, they have
a full schedule of public
appearances scheduled this
summer. Check out future
Plymouth players appearanc
es online at www.plymouth-~
whalers.com/appearances.
html.

To schedule a Whalers
appearance, please contact
Natalie Shaver at (734) 453~
8400 or email her at nata-
lies@plymouthwhalers.com.

PRlNC

LUNCH AND DINNER MENUS
LUNCH $18.50 DINNER $19.50

~TOURS ONLY~
ADULTS $11.00 CHILDREN 12/U $5.50

Please Call For More Information
734.325.6636

—
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Local triathlete club chases down
the important things in life

BY KATE SALVADORE
STAFF WRITER

Have you ever thought of
running 100 miles? How about
swimming, biking, and run-
ning 140 miles? How about a
5k race? How about learning
to swim? Have you ever volun-
teered at an athletic event? Do
you live in Michigan? If your
answer to any of these ques-
tions is yes, or perhaps even no,
Triathletes in Actlon could be
for you.

"The real question is are you
interested in giving back and
supporting your community?

Locals Mark Savedes
from South Lyon and Doug
Herviman Ji. from Plymouth
asked all of these questions and
have launched a new club called
Triathletes in Action — TIA for
short.

The two became training
partners for triathlons and
realized that the support they
provided each other was conta-
gious.

“Mark and I started training
together at Island Lake and it
just started to grow,” Herriman
said. “We were just an example,
and people began helping
people.”

Although the initial group
met through athletic interest,
they soon began to realize that
they had many other ideals in
common like interest in their
communities.

“Some athletic groups can
be elitist. Were not like that,”
Herriman said.

The group began realizing
that they could really have an
impact. Everyone was already
competing in events and sup-
port was growing. They decided
to make it official in October.

“Our goal was to create a
group that everyone can be a
part of. You don't have to be an
athlete. It doesn't matter wheth-

er you're a sponsor, a volunteer

KATE SALVADORE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHE

Triathletes in Action members (from left) Billy Downs, Brian 0'Hara, Doug Herriman Jr., Rick Smrth and Dion
Bourgue stand in front of the Bonefish Grill, one of the group’s sponsors.

Rick Smith, a TIA member be more structured for TIA to

or a participant,” Herriman TIA SPONSORS from Brighton, just raced support. However, one thing
said. Ironman Switzerland on July will stay the same.
Savedee and Herriman start- + Brian 0'Hara (Novi-Bonefish 12 and raced the New Orleans “Everyone 1s welcome,”
ed spreading the word and local Grill half Ironman in April. An Herriman said. “Tt’s about
sponsors jurped on board. The : ) Ironman is a long distance people helping people — giving
list now includes Billy Downs, - Billy Qowns (grew up in , triathlon that involves a 2.4~ back in sports which can be
founder of BD's Mongolian Northville-Founder of BD's mile swim, a 112-mile bikeand  self-center
BBQ, Brian O’'Hara, owner of Mongolian BBQ) 2 26.2-mile marathon run, A TIA is also partnered with
the Novi Bonefish Grill, Randy « Randy Step- Novi, Northville, half-ironman is just half all MissionTri, founded by Billy
Step, founder of Running Fit, Ann Arbor-founder of Running those distances. Downs, a native of Northville.
Mike Rueter of American Fit ‘ Other members raced in “It’s an organization involved
Cycle & Fitness in Novi/ « Mike Rueter- American Cycle Ironman Coeur dAlene in in engaging athletes in mission
Walled Lake, UPS, Five Hour X . June and some are training for ~ work in and around athletic
Energy, MissionTri, Michigan & F‘tf‘ess (Novi/Walled Lake at Ironman Kentuckyin August.  events,” Downs said.
Rehabilitation Specialists, 14 mile and Haggerty) Another member, Dion MissionTri is planning six
and NorthRidge Church got - UPS Bourque has a big 100-mile major projects next year that
involved, » Five Hour Energy running event this September.  involve charity and nondenom-
With the sponsors in place, « MissionTri His goal is to race and raise inational Christian work.
it was time to make an official - Michigan Rehabilitation funde fqr the University f‘Evexjybody brings some-
membership. Through word Speciali of Michigan Children’s thing different to the table,
pecialists (www.MRSPT.com) . . .
of mouth more than 65 people . NorthRidae Church Orthopedic and Prosthetics Food, supplies, support, _
from several locations signed up oririage Lhurch - Department. accountability, just anything,”
at the kickoff event at Bonefish For more information, visit “I want to raise fands and Downs said. “Our focus isn't on
Grill in Novi. Racing uniforms www.triathletesinaction.com awareness for child amputees.  ourselves, which can be rare for
were made and people started or www.missiontri.com T have been so blessed in my triathlon.”
networking and becoming life and { want to give back. It While MissionTriis a
active. is a good tie in for me-being Christian network, TIA is not.
. “Everybody that is on board rience. Here we chase, chase, able to use TIA as a spotlight “Us founders happen to be
wants to be part of something chase and we miss certain and to begin raising moneyand  two strong Christians. But
or have an impact,” Herriman things in life. All the distrac- awareness,” he said. we are open to everyone. We
said. tions were eliminated while we The best part, according to don’t want to shove anything
Shortly after the event, were there,” Herriman said. “it = Bourque, is the support of TIA  down anyone’s throats. TIA is
Savedes and Herriman took really left a mark on mylife.” members. Many who aren’t simply about having a support
their ideas and racing uni- With confirmation of their racing in the event are goingto  network and for people to get
formsto South Africain April.  beliefs and success on the trip, cheer or take a volunteer shift ~ involved in any way they can or
Savedes even temporarily closed  thetwo came home andbegan  in the 24-hour-plus event at want to,” Herriman said.
hisbusiness, Aleko’s Restaurant ~ working with their club. The Pinckney State Park. “Our group takes the ego out
and Catering in South Lyon, group now holds regular prac- “If 1 try to run 100 miles by of triathlon.”
{o participate in Ironman tices at 5:30 p.m. every Tuesday  myself it won't happen. But For more information, visit
South Africa in Port Elizabeth at Island Lake State Recreation ~ with all thissupport Iknowit  www.triathletesinaction.
and Herriman volunteered at Area(starting at the Kent Lake  will,” Bourque assured. com or www.missiontri.com.
the race. They both also par- parking lot). Right now, members arejust  Membership sign-up is still
ticipated in the Cape Town half Their members have also choosing charities and events available — or just show up at
marathon and did mission work  begun representing them at and are using the support from  the TIA workouts. TIA racing
while they were there. local, state, national and even the group to make it happen. In  jerseys will be available again
“Tt was an eye opening expe-  international events. the future, some events might ~ this winter.
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Recreational and Competitive
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Ballet ¢ Pointe ¢ Cecchetti
Tap e Jazz ¢ Hip Hop
Lyrical » Modern ¢ Pom
Preschool Combo ¢ Ballroom

. TR Adult Recreational ¢ Pilates

¢ Floating professional dance floors absorb shock to
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*Highly qualified, friendly, professional teachers with
training in a broad range of disciplines.
" Combo classes for dancers ages 2 1/2 - 5 combine
ballet, tap, jazz and acro.
* Multiple class and family discounts.

541 S. Mill ¢ Plymouth, MI 48170

The corner of Ann Arbor Trail and Mill (Lilley)
734.207.8970
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o Raffle & Door Prizes

* Food & Beverages, Balloons & Fun

e Special "Mystery Visitor”

Dog ié%%i* Care

w4 While You're at Work, or Out of Town, We're at Work Canng
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www.happyhoundsdaycare.com ¢ Email: plymouthdogmom@msn.com
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Program offers help
to avoid foreclosure

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

If you think you might start
having a problem making a.
mortgage payment, Jamele Hage
wants to hear from you immedi-
ately.

“We're trying to get people in
the process sooner. If someone
hasn’t missed a mortgage pay-
ment but is laid off; they should
come in,” said Hage, acting
director of Mortgage Foreclosure
Prevention Program. “The closer
they are to foreclosure, the harder
itisforus”

The non-profit program fund-
ed by Wayne County in response
tothe epidemnic of foreclosures
isn't going to help pay the mort-
gage but does offer assistance
ranging from a Web site budget
program to negotiating with lend-
ers on behalf of homeowners.

Atwww.fightmortgagefore-
closure.com, thereis an online
debt ratio program homeowners
can use as a tool to pare down
their discretionary spending, like
monthly bills for cable or enter-
tainment. About 18,000 people
have visited the Web site.

“Most people have a hard time
doing it on their own. We'll call
themin and educate them,” said
Hage. “We help with an emergen-

- cy budget to save the home. We

will contact the lender and help
draft a hardship letter”

MFPP will negotiate with a
lender for loan modifications to

* help people keep their homes but

Hage said some homeowners just
want to get out from under their
mortgage.

“If they have no prospect of
keeping the home, we will work
out a deed in lieu of foreclosure,”
said Hage. “With the purchase
of the redemption and eviction,
they (the homeowners) will get

$5,000-$10,000 to get them-
selves established again.”

Along with taking no action,
the worst thing a homeowner can
do is simply washing their hands
of their financial problem.

“You should never, ever just
walk away,” Hage said. “There will
always be a deferring judgment .
following them for six years and
it can be renewed. You can never
walk away from the debt.”

Nationally, about 29 percent of
foreclosed homes can be rescued,
Hage said, but that number is 39
percent in Wayne County.

“That’s how good this program
is - Michigan has the high-
est unemployment rate and in
20077, Wayne County was the top
county in the nation for foreclo-
sures,” said Hage, adding another
60,000-80,000 foreclosures are
projected this year.

Since starting in October,
MFPP has assisted about 1,500
families and currently has about
700 active cases. People looking
for some type of financial bailout
will be disappointed.

“We're negotiating with the
lender. There is no incentive to
give themn (homeowners) money.
The lender gave them money for
the house,” said Hage. “There is
no program to give people money
to bail them out” -

Part of the challenge for MFPP
is gettmg the word out about thelr
services.

“From April to May alone, we
attended 38 outreach events at
union halls, Employee Assistance
Programs, churches, at the
‘Westland Library - wherever we
can get to the public,” said Hage.
“We will go anywhere we are
invited. We want to get as much
exposure as we can.”

For more information, visit the
Web site at www.fightmortgage-
foreclosure.com.

New law offers time to rework loan

A new law gives Michigan
homeowners facing foreclosure
a 90-day window to stay in their
house and potentially work out a
resolution with their lender.

Effective July 5, state law lets
homeowners delay foreclosure
proceedings for 90 days after get-
ting a notice of foreclosure, if they
meet with a housing counselor
and the bank. Lenders refusing to
rework loans for those qualified
homeowners would have to go
to court to finish the foreclosure.
Only homeowners meeting cer-
tain financial standards could
qualify for modified mortgage
payments.

“If you're one day late pay-
ing your mortgage, you are in

RVER & Fc

delinquency. If you miss three
payments, on day 91 you are in
foreclosure and the bank can
foreclosure,” said Jamele Hage,
acting director of Wayne County’s
Mortgage Foreclosure Prevention
Program. “Under Michigan
law, you can be in foreclosure by
advertisement, if the homeowner
doesn't contact a housing coun-
selor or the mortgage holder.”
Counselors are available at no
cost through the Michigan State
Housing Development Authority
and the U.S, Department
of Housing and Urban
Development. More information
about the Wayne County pro-
gram is available online at www.
fightmortgageforeclosure.com.
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Our fundamental purposes are to
enhance the lives of our readers,
nurture the hometowns we serve
and contribute to the business
success of our customers.

OUR VIEWS
Plan links
library to |ts
community

Eva Davis knows the lagging Michigan econo-
my could stunt the plans for her Canton Library
to grow and develop over the next three years.

To her credit, though, she’s not letting that con-
cern stop her.

Davis, director of the library, and groups of
diverse people including employees and patrons
who joined focus groups, responded to on-line
surveys, posted blog entries and filled out in-
house comment cards, went ahead with devel-
opment of a three-year strategic plan designed
to steer Canton’s bustling public library and
embrace this community’s increasingly diverse
population.

Dr. Syed Taj, no stranger to improving cultural -

diversity as Canton Township’s first India~born
trustee, lauded the library’s efforts to reflect the
community’s ethnically and culturally diverse
residents.

And he’s right about that. Of course, we

shouldn’t be surprised that Davis’ efforts on

behalf of the library (she’d be the first to say it’s
a team effort) are being applauded. The Library

Journal recently recognized Canton with a three-
star rating on its Index of Public Library Service.

Canton and the Ann Arbor District Library were
the only two Michigan public libraries so noted.
The strategic plan process, led by research
consultant Susan Kennedy of Canton-based K2
Communication Plus, began in February and
culminated this summer with a report to the
library board. It led to a simply worded (one of its
beauties) yet philosophical mission statement: The
Canton Public Library conneets your community.
Moreover, the strategic plan adopted core val-
ues aimed at adapting the facility to community
changes; supporting individual patrons and the
township at large with diverse materials and
ideas; respecting all people at all times; and

leading with enthusiasm, creativity and profes--

sionalism. ,

Davis said the library hopes to build on com-
munity relations it already has established,
partly by fostering an environment where the
township’s diverse residents can learn from one
another and, true to the library’s mission state-
ment, connect with each other.

Incréasingly, Davis said, residents want to
volunteer at the library — a move that will be
welcome as officials next year face the possibil-
ity of having to trim as much as $400,000 to
$600,000 from the facility’s current $5.8 million
budget.

The library’s goals, bolstered by an interna-
tional collection of materials in 21 languages,
could be somewhat tempered by the brutal reali-
ties of a stubborn economic recession. But if
history teaches us anything about the. Canton
Library, it’s this:

“There’s no hurdle staffers arent willing - and
nearly always able - to leap

Eva Davis, along with input from staffdeyeldped a three-year
strategic plan for the Canton Public Library.
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What is your favorite Michigan getaway?
We asked this question at the Canton Public Library. \

“Outdoor Adventures (in

Davison).”
Gregory Reed
Plymouth

Bruised hearts |

My grandparents, parents, siblings were born
and raised in Plymouth, and most of our hearts
have all stayed in Plymouth.

On Tuesday, July 21, my family’s hearts were
severely bruised when our daughter, who now
lives and works in Las Vegas, arrived at 10:30
p-m. foravisit and to attend her brother’s wed-
ding,

‘Wanting to get something to eat they of course
headed into Plymouth and stopped at Boulders
Restaurant to eat and celebrate arriving home.
After talking to some new friends and eating
they went out to the parking lot to find their car
GONE!

Someone had decided it was their right to
take her car with everything you can imagine

. two people needing to spend 10 days in a car and

driving across this great country: The camera

. with all the wonderful pictures they had taken,

the laptop which held all their pictures from an
employee trip to Hawaii, library books, clothes
for the wedding and their trust.

They are fine physically, but mentally it has
been challenging as they just want to know
where their things are. Airplane tickets have
been bought, wedding clothes were borrowed
and we enjoyed our visit BUT it will take a
LONG time to get past this invasion of their
privacy.

A HUGE thanks to everyone’s compassion
during this time. To whomever took her car with
the Nevada license plates and UNLV alumni
sticker: Someday you'll have to answer for this.

Debbie Bence
Canton

Pol.l @ l | Bm

‘We have given little consideration to the
February 2012 gubernatorial race, as frankly, we
are too consumed with just daily survival tasks.
However, our own Attorney General Mike Cox
has taken himself out of consideration for the
next governor, in our view. As Michigan’s chief
cop, Cox has lowered himselfto the rawest and
most loathsome political pandering we have
recently seen at a state level. With great manu-
factured fanfare, Cox announced his filing a brief
with the Supreme Court to strike down Chicago
strict gun control ordinance.

You may rightfully wonder why our chief
cop is involving himselfin Chicago gun control
politics? The only purpose is for Cox to dem-
onstrate his affiliation with the National Rifle

. Association. This is fine, except Cox is pandering

to the NRA on your dime. Yes, the filing of this
briefis using your tax money.

As our attorney general, Cox should be involv-
ing himself in reducing crime in Michigan and
not involving our tax money in Chicago gun
control politics. After this most recent demon-

" stration of pathetic political pandering and own-

ership by the NRA, Cox has removed himself for
consideration as our next governor by us.

Gerald and Dolores Maxey

Farmington Hills

Don't repeal Public Act 248

In 2004, mental health interests worked with
legislators to protect behavioral health drugs
from bureancratic prior authorization within
Medicaid. We wanted to end the dangerous situ-
ation whereby medications gained “preferred”
status through cost considerations, and doctors
and consumers had to seek approval of “nonpre-
ferred” prescriptions from a for-profit company
in Virginia. Approval was often denied until
aconsumer failed twice on alternate, cheaper
medications.

The Legislature agreed with advocates. It
created Public Act 248 of 2004, stating that a
mental health drug which lacks genericsand is .
not a controlled substance cannot be subjected to
Medicaid prior authorization.

Since 2004, state Medicaid officials have gone
on periodic fishing trips, seeking legislators who
might help overturn Public Act 248. No legisla-
tor has bitten, but now Michigan Medicaid and

~“Michigan Adventures.”

“Somerset Mall.” “The Henry Ford.”
Lakia Cawthon Deidree Cawthon Chris Yaglosky
Canton Augusta Township

| Web: www.hometownlife.com

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

We welcome your Letter to the Editor.

Please include your name, address and

phone number for verification. We ask your

letters be 400 words or less. We may edit -
- for clarity, space and content.

Submit letters via the following formats.

E-mail: bkadrich@hometownlife.com.

Blog: You may also let your opinions be heard
with your own blog at hometownlife.com.
Deadline: Letters must be received by 9 a.m.
Monday to be published in the Thursday edition.
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the governor’s office are using the economy to
pressure lawmakers, telling them it’s a fiscal
necessity that Public Act 248 be repealed.

This is a strange claim. Per the executive
branch’s own admission and figures, cost-sav-
ing steps could be taken now under Public Act
248 that would leave the state only $2 million
short (General Fund) of what the administra-
tion says it could save, if given complete prior
aothorization freedom.

There is an economic crisis, but even in
crises, when an important, popular and vis-
ible program is threatened with elimination
because of $2 million, cost is not really the
issue. Something else is going on. Whatever
that is, consumers, families and all of Michigan
will suffer if we return to pre-2004 when deci-
sions about treating devastating conditions like
schizophrenia were left to nonclinicians.

More than any factor, medication advances
made possible society’s emphasis on commu-
nity treatment of mental illnesses. But there is
great variability in how mental health drugs
affect different people; what the side effects
are; and whether an individual stays on the
same medication and dosage or has to adjust.
The need for adjustment is common, making
Medicaid’s offer to grandfather existing pre-
scriptions this time around somewhat hollow.

‘With many illnesses, having to fail teroporar-
ily on the wrong drug may yield no significantly
lasting life effects. But 30-60 days on the wrong
drug for mental illness can leave someone ina
state of chronicity; the justice system; a psychi-
atric hospital; a homeless shelter; and the public
mental health system at long-term taxpayer
expense.

Today's evidence is even stronger than in
2004. When there are restrictions on medica-
tion access, some people with mental illness
will wind up with no medications at all or with
drugs that don't work for them. They, their
families and society will pay a heavy toll.

Is all this worth $2 million in a state General
Fund budget of over $8 billion? Of course not.
But the governor’s office and the state Medicaid
program think so. The Legislature must stand
up to them. There is a one-in-three chance
that your family has experienced mental ill-
ness. Should a phone technician in Virginia be
empowered to overrule your loved one’s doctor
on the medications needed for that mental ill-
ness?

Mark Reinstein,
: president and CEQ
Mental Health Association in Michigan

Against national health care

I'm totally against National Health Care.

It’s immoral because it’s based on altruism, a
morality of sacrifice and force, and financed
by the redistribution of wealth by govemment
force..

Government interference in the economy
and its lack of enforcement of our unalienable
rights is the canse of our economic and social
problems.

Paul Gruchala
. Westland

Likes Dillon's health plan

Michigan Speaker of the House Andy Dillon
suggested a plan to reduce health care costs by
$900 million a year and I like the way is looks.
All Michigan State employees, retirees and
administration workers would have the same
choices so that the school bus driver would have ,
the access to the same plan as the governor. i

1 think he's on to something here as'a few o
other states have already adopted thisidea. I'd o
like to add my 2 cents to the mix and suggest
the following;:

Any insurance company that wants to par-
ticipate in this plan cannot refuse coverage to
anyone because of prior health conditions. This
will make competition work for us and put all
the companies on an even playing field. They
will have to keep their operating costs down
in order to compete and this will lead to lower
costs for all, including doctors that have to have
somany on staff do deal with all the different
insurance companies.

The committees to oversee, collect funds,
negotiate plans and costs should be an inde-
pendent public company whose officers should
be elected by popular vote every two years. The
first term can be “appointed” by a state legisla-
tive vote

Funds collected for the medical plans should
not be part of any government general or other
fund where politicians can use the money for
other projects. I'd suggest having a reputable
firm oversee the funds and have them checked
periodically by a number of independent
accounting firms selected at random to audit
the fund.

And if the federal government decides to fol-
low suit, I'd also suggest that they:

» Lift all restrictions off of medical savings
accounts.

» All premiums should remain tax free.

» All expenses paid towards medical care
(co-pays, prescriptions, lab tests and hospital
charges) should be tax deductible with no set
limitation.

This is a plan that makes sense; don’t screw it
up with further restrictions, recommendations
and guidelines. Do not give in to the unions on
this one; this will be a good move for Michigan
and politically for all.

Phit Solarz
Westland

Washington's loose cannons

Our representatives in Congress are sup-
posed to be representing U.S. citizens and
working toward the best interests of the vast
majority of us. If bills like Cap and Trade and
Health Care were clearly in the best interest
of the country as a whole, Congress would not
have to pass them in a rush.

They would devote the time necessary to
garner the solid information to make informed
decisions; not decisions based on the arrogance
of assuming they know what’s best for the coun-
ry without ever listening to what the informed
citizenry actually think about a particular mat-
ter.

Their staffs and special interest groups add
addendums that cannot be read and under-
stood by the legislators themselves or the
public prior to voting. The ramifications of
their actions have not been thought out in the
light of day. Our representatives seem to take
pride in the fact that they can ram something
so important through before the opposition
can mount a counter offensive or shine a light
on the long lasting affects of their actions. If
abill is indeed important enough to warrant
their consideration, it should also be worthy of
aviewing in the light of day with due diligence.
I am ashamed that they feel the need to work
in shadows using gorilla warfare and playing

ha politics” at our expense. We are expe-
riencing firsthand the negative effects of an
“unbalanced” Congress!

Lewis Cantor
Farmington Hills
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Look fashlonable at Highland Games with a kilt

BY SHARON DARGAY
O&E STAFF WRITER

Joe Marzka of Redford mar-
ried in a kilt.
He golfs in one occasionally.
., And heplanstodona
. lightweight version for the
160th Annual Highland
 Games, Thursday-
“Saturday, July 30-Aug in
i Livonia.
“There are formal
and not-so-formal kilts.
P’ Mine is formal because
it cost $1,000. It’s about
* 10 pounds of wool,” said
i’ Marzka, who chairs the ven-
- dor portion of this weekend’s
t Highland Games, an annual
event of the St. Andrew’s
. Society of Detroit. “You dont
L want to wear it when it’s hot.
. “Tt’s hand-stitched and is
| the highest quality wool. It
t was made in Scotland. It’s’
E my tuxedo.”
' Marzka wears the tartan
(colors and plaid design) of
the Murray clan, from his
mother’s side of the family.
He'll be among hundreds
of spectators, athletes and
performers at the Highland
Games dressed in the sig-
L nature Scottish garment.
“When I first started
. wearing it I wondered

Joe Marzka, a Redford resident and a
member of the St. Andrew's Sotiety of
Detroit, wears a hand-stitched, wool kilt.
He'll wear a lighter-weight variety this
weekend to the Highland Games in Livonia.
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how do women sit in skirts?
Now it’s second nature.

It’s very comfortable;” said
Marzka, who also wears a kilt
pin and family crest with his
outfit.

Marzka was fitted for his
formal kilt at Highland Fling,
in Olde World Canterbury
Village, in Lake Orion, where
owner Gordon Hyslop is the
unofficial kilt supplier to
the St. Andrew’s Somety of
Detroit.

He sells and rents authentic
kilts, kilted skirts for women,
jackets, belts and other attire.

“A proper kilt is almost
always wool. A genuine kilt is
at least eight yards of fabric,
which is why it weighs as much

as it does and costs as much as -

it does,” Hyslop said.

Hand-stitched and con-
structed according to each
customer’s measurements,
they cost approximately $600.

“You can get them in cot-
ton and polyester. But it’s not
authentic,” Hyslop noted. “We
sometimes do the polyester for
the younger guys on a budget.
It comes in at about two-thirds
of the price of wool.”

He cautions against buying
a ready-made kilt in cotton,
because the fabric doesn’t
hang properly.

Price also depends on the

individual’s size because it
determines how much fabric,
beyond the traditional eight -
yards, is needed.

" ADDED COSTS

Then there are other acces-
sories to complete the look. A
sporran is a pouch that takes
the place of pockets and hangs

.over the front of the kilt: It

can cost anywhere from $60-
$200.

“A kilt pin is for show. The
other thing is the kilt belt.
And the kilt hose or socks,”
Hyslop said. “An occasion like
the Highland Games doesn’t
require a dress jacket.”

The head-to-toe look, com-
plete with jacket, kilt, hose
and accessories runs about
$1,500.

“People call not realizing the

cost. They about fall over when

Itell them” he said.

Hyslop said some less
expensive “sport kilts,” which
wrap with Velcro, are available
to consumers as a ready-made
garment.

- “They try to look like a kilt
but theyre not. There are peo-
ple out there who sell lookalike
kilts or cheap kilts. But you get
what you pay for.”

Although some women,
especially those in pipe and
drum bands, wear authentic

Host an Exchange
Student Today!

Make a lifelong
friend from abroad.
Enrich your family with
another culture. Now you can ,
host a high school exchange
student (girl or boy) from
France, Germany, Scandinavia,

Anna from Germany, 16 yrs.
Likes to play tennis, swim, loves to
dance. Anna hopes to play American
sofiball and learn American ‘stang’
while in the USA.

Spain, Australia, Japan, Brazil,
Italy or other countries. Single
parents, as well as couples with
or without children, may host.
Contact us for more information
or to select your student today.

Pascal from France, 17 yrs. .
Loves the outdoors and playing
soccer. Pascal’s dream has been
to spend time in America learning
about our customs and attending
American high school.

Please 'call‘ Jose at 734-552-5273 or
Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)

www.asse.com/host or email us at hostinfo@asse.com.

MASSEE |

Founded in 1976
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Non-Profit, Public Benefit Organization.

= Schoolcraft College
W 734-462-4400

kilts, many don kilted skirts
for occasions such as the
Highland Games.

Hyslop, who sells them, said
theyre made of a lighter wool
and often worn with a sash
that drapes over the shoulders.

Julie Zvoch, chair of the
Highland Games, owns a tra~
ditional kilt — “It takes two
hangars to hang because it’s so
heavy” — but will wear a mini
kilt to the event.

“It’s considered mini
because it’s above the knee,”
she explained. “It’s lighter -
weight.”

STATE TARTAN

. Marzka suggests that those
without clan affiliation choose
a Scottish national tartan
— rather than one associated
with a family name — for their
kilts. He said the Society hopes
to convince state lawmakers
to approve a state tartan in the
colors brown, blue and green.
The hues represent dunes, lake
and forest. '

Hyslop isn’t big on rules
when it comes to dressing
informally in a kilt.

“Anyone can wear anything
they want. You can wear your
own (family) tartan or.one that
isn’t specific to a clan,” he said,
adding that individuals also
wear tartans from other clans.

“Sometimes you've got to look a
beyond that. If there’s a kilt -
available in your sizenoone .
will bother if you don’t belong
to their clan. They’d probably
be glad if you wanted to wear

a kilt.”

Some men pair the tradi-
tional garment with funky T-
shirts or boots. Or they might
skip the traditional socks and
wear boat shoes or sandals on
a hot day.

What to wear under the kilt?

“It’s up to what the individ-
ual wants to do,” Hyslop said.
“Some go ‘commando’ and
some wear boxer shorts.”

The Highland Fling is open
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday, 10 -
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday. -
Canterbury Village is located
on Joslyn Road, north of I—75
(248) 391-5819

3:‘30(‘ Pontiac Trail s Ann Arhor, M1+ 734.662.3117
874 West Ann Arbor Rd. » Plymouth, Ml » 734.459.7410

visit is at: www. cornwell

MASON FAMILY
FURNITURE

aolandpatiody

On These Brand Names Gochrane, Riverside,
Serta, Clayton Marcus, Lane, Ashley,
Vaughn-Bassett, Stratolounger & England

‘ ’RNITURE

All sales are final. No special orders.

32104 Plymouth Road * Livonia
Open Mon.-Sat. 10-7; Sun. 12-5

734-525-1737

-
OE0B6666027
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Pascal Naturipe Red Romaine Zuc§hlnl & Yﬂlow
Celery  Blueberries Raspberries Lettuce g}gas L

Boarshe ad Sal‘ a Lee Dearborn Okll)tyme Turkey Oldtyme
. Brown S astrami&  Provolone & Extra
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$2.00 Off 5 $3.00 Oﬁ" $2.00 Off - $2.00 Off
‘Boarshead Our New Ll ari Jarlsberg
All American Mediterranean 0 R ted Norway
BBQ Chlcken Case Special! ven noaste Cheese
Tabbouleh

ALL MADE IN MICHIGAN!

Bareman’s Gallon Milk

1

Limit 2 ¢ All Varieties

Bettermade
11 oz Potato Chips

Aunt Mids
Dressings

)35

Mix or Match

Joe’s BBQ St. Louis Ribs

lb

Joe’s BBQ Spare Ribs'

lb

Grilled Asparagus
8gee,
Cherry Pecan Chicken Salad
‘ $5»
Mlchlgan Corn & Zucchml

ea.

Ry

Joe’s Zucchini Pineapple Joe’s House Made Fudge
| Bread Turtle, Fudge w/Walnuts
D99 & Fudge
Save $1.00 s 4 ” Save $2.00 a Ib.
Blueberry Muffms | ‘
, \ | Joe’s Fresh Roasted
Sa‘fe $1.00 Cinnamon Almonds
“New” Blueberry Crumb Save §2.00a .
Coffee Cake b. -
Joe’s In-Store Fresh Roasted
~ Coffee
.~ “New” Blueberry Flavor of the Week:
Cheesecake Bars Hazelnut

,

¢ Save $2.00 a 1b.
Ib. |

1

‘ade In M chiga”
. " . ' B. Nektar Meads
Catering for all occasions! | All Types
‘Rehearsal Dinners, Showers, S #1 5”
Corporate Plcnlcs’, Family - Victoria Creek Vineyards
Reunions and of course Wooden Boat Red
.~ Beautiful Weddings!! ' Leelanau Peninsula
. 'We can make it all happen!! 7] 099
Whether you are planmng an Shady Lane Cellars
elaborate gala, fam _lly Coop De Blanc Vignole
gathering at your home, or you Leelanau Pemnsula
need breakfast for that early 1
mornmg meeting, we can meet Black Star Farms
every budg‘et' Red House Rose
Call our Event Planner Sutonsay
248.4717. 4333 %226 127,
S S
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MSU-bound Krug’s‘ meteoricris_evicing’ on the cake

BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Last summer Torey Krug wondered
aloud if he could measure up on skates.

The 5-foot-9, 180-pound defense-
man from Livonia was in the transition
phase of his hockey career, moving out
of Compuware’s Midget Major program
and into the juniors ranks just hoping .
for a tryout in the U.S. Hockey League.

After some interest from Cedar
Rapids (Ia.) of the USHL, the 18-
vear-old Krug eventnally landed in
Indianapolis (Ind.) with the Ice of the
same league and has parlayed it in
less than 12 months into signing an
NCAA letter-of-intent last April with
Michigan State.

“It’s been a 360-degree spin,” said
Krug, who helped lead the Ice to the
USHL Clark Cup Tier I junior postsea-
son playoff title. “I was in Midget Major
hockey and my dad (Kyle) came down

hard on me. It all worked out at the end
and he knew what he was doing.”

Simply put, Krug had 1o rearrange
his priorities.

“I had to rethink things over, get
more serious about what 1 was doing,”
said Krug. “I was enjoying the youth
phase of my life. I was watching a lot of
guys play in the NHL and leave home.
It was scary, and I was not ready to go
into that. I had to look at my options
and I buckled down. All my life I've
faced adversity because I was not tall
and not big enough to go to that next
level”

Indianapolis Ice coach Jeff Blashill,

a former assistant at Miami of Ohio,
became a convert after watching Krug,
perform a set of drills during last sum-
mer’s USA Hockey’s Select Festival held
at St. Cloud State (Minn.).

“He (Blashill) said Torey did it better
than any player he had at Miami,” Kyle
Krug said. “It got him a spot in a tryout

»

camp.

Ironically, Blashill wasn’t always in
Torey’s corner.

“When he was scouting at Miami he
told me he never liked me as a player,”
Krug said. “But from there everything
skyrocketed and he took a chance on
m e b4

Krug thrived in Indianapolis, help-
ing the Ice to a 39-19-2 regular season
record and a third-place finish in the

Fast Division. He was named to USHLs

All-Rookie team after scoring 10 goals
and adding 37 assists (second among
defensemen).

He attended Cathedral High School
in Indianapolis and maintained a near

. perfect grade-point average despite

missing 50 days of classes while travel-
ing with the Ice, who average 4,000
fans per game at the Pepsi Coliseum.

College offers, meanwhile, poured in

Please see KRUG, B2

ROBERT J. MEYER | USHL PHOTO
Livonia native Torey Krug made a meteoric

rise in one year as a defenseman and will
play next season for Michigan State.

BY JIM TOTH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

They may not be on their
way to playing for Manchester
United just yet, but nearly
three dozen area youngsters
certainly got the jump on
future soccer competition with
their involvement this week in
the Challenger British Soccer
Camps.

Staking out territory at
United Christian School in
Garden City since Monday,
atrio of young and energetic
soccer coaches from across
the pond and representing
British Soccer Camps, offered
youngsters the rare opportu-
nity to receive top-notch soccer
instruction from experts deeply
involved with the game.

“I'm having tons of fun,”
exclaimed Ethan Englehart,

9, of Westland, just hours into
his week-long involvement in
the fifth annual event hosted
by United Christian School.
“What'’s fun is we're all having
good teamwork, there’s a bunch
of great coaches, everyone’s
being nice and playing fair.”

Piease see CAMP, B2

Soccer taught the English way has
youngsters kicking up their heels

Jack Walsh (center), a coach with the Challenger British Soccer Camp, offers up instructions to youngsters participating in the week-long camp held at
United Christian School in Garden City. Nearly three dozen patticipants enjoyed the rare opportunity to receive high-level coachmq from international
players.

Livonia Stevenson High boys varsity soccer coach Lars Richters gets
doused by his Derby County Wolves players after capturing the U-16 US
Soccer Development Academy championship recently in Carson, Calif.

e e e
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OBSERVER STAFF WRITER .

As one of the most successful high school boys soc-
cer coaches in this state, Livonia Stevenson High's
Lars Richters is no stranger to winning.

Richters also proved he can thrive on the national
stage after guiding the Under-15 and -16 Derby
County Wolves to the 2009 U.S. Soccer Development
Academy Championship with a 1-0 victory over
California Odyssey in the finals held recently at The
Home Depot Center in Carson, Calif. ,

East Kentwood’s Dzenan Catic tallied the game-
winning goal in the sixth minute off an assist from
Stefan Gigorakis (Belle River, Ontario), and goal-
keeper Adam Grinwis (Grand Rapids Forest Hills
Central) posted the shutout.

The Livonia-based Wolves, sponsored by an
English Premier League soccer club, feature several
area players including defenders Eric Weberman
(North Farmington), Vinh Nguyen (Plymouth) and
Zachary Cooney (Stevenson).

Derby County came in as the top seed among eight

BY BRAD EMONS

Richters puts Wolves on U.S. Soccer's map

group stage winners from across the country after
capturing a qualifier last month in Greensboro, N.C.

with a 2-0-1record. The Wolves posted identical 3-0

ment.

rick Paver
Packages

wins over Texas Rush AHFC AS Monaco and New
York City BW Gottsche (NY), along with a 0-0 tie
with the Columbus (Ohio) Crew.

The Wolves then defeated FC Dallas (3-1) and the
Chicago Magic AC Monaco (1-0) to automatically
qualify for the Academy Playoff finals. Their only
loss of the tournament, which started July 11, came
against New York Red Bulls (0-2).

“We're thrilled to win the championship, but it's
been along journey that has been beneficial for the

- players and that’s the most important aspect,” said
Richters, who was named U-15/16 Development
Academy Coach of the Year. “The competition has
been far superior to what we had been accustomed
10, so that has been a great tool to help our develop-

“One of the things that U.S. Soccer was so good
about that week was educating the kids about what

Please see RICHTERS, B2
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MU adds S’cqrie'f -

Madonna University

baseball coach Greg

- Haeger announced last
week that Canton High
catcher Daniel Stoney has
signed an NAIA letter of
intent.

Stoney becomes the
ninth student-athlete to
sign with the Crusaders
joining Tom Atkinson, Alex
Charles, Brett Gossett,
Donny Holland, Brad
Lineberry (Plymouth),
Steve Pelletier (Farmington
Hills Harrison), Aaron -
Saarela and Tyler
Schofield. :

Stoney helped lead the
Chiefs to a pair of Division
1 district titles during his
two years on the varsity
squad while earning three

“letters each in basketball
and football.

As a senior, Stoney
hit .414 with six homers
and 36 RBI en route to
All-KLAA Kensington
Conference honors.

“The staff is very
excited to be able to sign
Daniel this late in the
_recruiting process,” said
Haeger, who guided the
Crusaders.to their third
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic
Conference title in four
years and first-ever berth
in the NAIA National
Tournament. “We think
that the upside with him
is huge as far as being a
good power hitter and we
think he adds another big
piece to what is already an
outstandmg class we have
coming in this fall.”

MU softball signee

Madonna University
softball coach Al White
added a late signee '
Monday with the addition
of Monroe catcher and
infielder Amber Rafko,
who batted .431 as a senior
and helped the Trojans
reach the Division 1 state
semifinals. o

Rafko becomes the
sixth player {o sign an
NAIA letter-of-intent
for the 2010 season join-
ing infielders Arielle
Cox (Newport), Katelyn
Hamann (Westland),
Erica Landess (Carleton
Airport), outfielder Ali
Robinson (Farmington)
and right-handed pitcher
Natalie Sanborn (Livonia
Franklin).

“Amber can come in and
play a number of positions
for us,” White said. “We are
very pleased to be able to
sign her this late into the
summer and happy that she

" has chosen to be part of the
Crusader family.”

Rafko earned four letters
for Monroe coach Vince
Rossi and was named
Academic All-State as a
senior. She is also a two-
time first-team All-Mega
Conference Red Division
and All-Region honoree.

MU captured both the
2009 Wolverine-Hoosier
Athletic Conference regu-
lar season and tourna-
ment titles advancing
to the NAIA National
Championship for the sec~
ond time in program his-
tory while posting a school-
record 53 wins.
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Plymouth boy in world's
largest motocross race

Plymouth youngster Colin
Deems will spend the next
week fulfilling a dream.

The 6 year-old dirt bike
racer has qualified for the
largest amateur motocross
race in the world — the 28th
annual Air Nautiques/AMA
Amateur National Motocross
Championships at Loretta
Lynn’s Ranch. The event runs
from Saturday through Aug. 8.

Colin has earned one of just
1,386 qualifying positions.

“The Amateur Nationals
at Loretta Lynn’s is the event
every motocross racer in the
country wants to compete
in,” says Event Director Tim
Cotter. “A win at the Amateur
Nationals can serveasa
springboard to a lucrative pro-
fessional motocross career.”

Most of America’s top profes-
sional motocrossers, includ-
ing James Stewart, Ricky
Carmichael, Travis Pastrana
and Jeremy McGrath have
won AMA Amateur National
Championships at Loretta
Lynn’s.

The race is so prestigious
that last year teenaged stars
such as New York’s Justin
Barcia, South Carolina’s PJ
Larsen, Pennsylvania’s Darryn
Durhman and Texas’ Blake

Plymouth's Cofin Deems is just 6
years old. But he's alréady making a
name for himself, qualifying for the
worid's fargest motocross race.

Wharton were awarded pro

" contracts after the race.

Colin, who attends Allen
Elementary School in
Plymouth, has been riding
since he was 2 years old.

Sponsors such as O’'Neal MX
and Scott USA help pay his way
to the races. He has won over
30 races in the last 2 years, and
competes nearly every week-
end at tracks in Michigan and
Ohio.

Cohn will make the long
journey to Tennessee along
with his mom, dad and broth-

-ers, Ben and Drew.

He is just one of the over
20,000 who spent the last
four months qualifying for the
event. The top finishers in area
and regional qualifiers earn a

‘birth into the national champi-

onship race at Loretta Lynn’s.
Racers may enter a wide
variety of classes, from mini-
cycle classes for children as
young as four, all the way up
to a Senior division for riders
over 50. There are also classes
for women, and classes for both
stock and modified bikes.

. The track is built on a sec-
tion of Loretta Lynn’s Ranch
and Campground in Hurricane
contams a varlety of jumps,
corners and other obstacles
designed to test the skills and
stamina of the racers.

Most riders attend the event

with the help of their families.
In fact, many groups consider
the event their family’s sum-
mer vacation. Besides races,
the ranch provides family-
friendly facilities including a
game room, swimming pools,
arts and crafts activities, and a
fashion and talent show.

RICHTERS

FROM PAGE B1

they need to succeed, and provid-
ing those things, too. From the
food that they've eaten, to having
constant access to Gatorade, the
Academy has really done a lot.”
Reed Losee (Lake Orion) was
the team’s leading scorer and
was named to the U.S. Soccer
’Academ)f s Conference Starting

The Wolves, who finished
the year at 26-5-4 overall, were
among 72 U-15 and U-16 select
boys club teams from across
the country who played a 30-
game schedule, which began
last November. The Wolves do

not participate in either the
US Youth Soccer State Cup,
Region, National or Olympic,
Development events.

The Derby County Wolves are

members of the Academy’s Great

Lakes Division, which includes
four teams from Ohio, one each
from New York and Indiana, and
another from Michigan (Vardar
Soccer Club).

“The entire schedule is through
the Academy,” Richters said.

“We play home and away, and
two showcase events, one in
December in California and
another in May in Florida.

“They (the Academy) felt like
there was too many games and
they could do a better job getting
ready for the World Cup Itsa

at NOU! Town Center'

Join us for Free Live Animal Shows!

Saturday, August 8th

these hour-long shows.

remember

Novi Town €
with seatin
tents set

revolutionary change, one which
is changing the landscape of soc-
cer. What has made this venture
successfid is that it is coming
from the top (U.S. Sogcer).”
Other team members of
the Wolves include Sean
Cunningham and Nate Hicklin,
both of Troy High; Aaron Hebden
and Jordan Tyler, Rochester
Stoney Creek; Tommy Duquette,
Novi; Kyle Rutz, Walled Lake
Northern; Nick Prys and Kotaro
Mitsubashi, Beverly Hills Detroit

. Country Day; T.J. VanSlooten,

Grand Rapids Northview; Erik
Anderson, Holland West Ottawa,
Sean Magee, Portage Central; -
and captain Josh Barens, Holt.

hemons@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6851
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A Silly Safari Live Animal show combines the
perfect blend of fact and fun. Silly Safaris keeps
the entire audience involved with a non-stop
parade of live animals on stage at the Novi
Town Center outdoor pavilion.

Bring the whole family for this afternoon of
fun and education! Your host is Silly Safari Steve
an expeit Funologist who’ll entertain and fasci-
nate as he introduces each animal to you in

Special guests from the audience get to come
on stage and join each animal for a game that
teaches about the natural world. You'll see a
variety of reptiles, mammals, birds and bugs for
an animal lover’s experience everyone will

join the %gg g ! §ma§ shows in the
nter parking lot pavilion,
mge and special food
§ r your enjoyment.

CAMP

FROM PAGE B1

What makes this soccer
camp unique from the rest
is the opportunity for par-
ticipants to receive training
of an international flavor as
coaches provide cutting edge
instruction of the No. 1 game
in England. The Challenger
camp is often regarded as the
most popular soccer camp in
North America as some 2,000
communities have been privy
to innovative ways of receiving
high-level coaching through an
equal and educational format.

“We're here to improve their
skills and make it fun,” said
Jack Walsh, 19, of Birmingham,
England. “Participation is
very important as Challenger’s
principals include respect,
responsibility, sportsmanship

- and leadership. Mainly, we

want everyone to have fun and
promote their skills so they

can take it to their high school
teamns, or whatever level of edu-
cation they are at.”

Walsh, along with fellow
coaches 21-year-old Liam
Blackwood (21) and 19-year-old
Beth Rankine, are in the midst
of a two-month trip across the
United States working toward
the development of skills and
seeking to bolster excitement to
what is widely considered the’
world’s most popular sport.

“Soccer is not a USA game,

- that is well-known - because
America has its own sports,”
said Blackwood, who first
started playing soccer at age
five and currently is involved
on the semi-pro level back
home in Birmingham. “But, in
saying that, you can see leaps
and bounds (of improvement)
from the USA national team. A

. few weeks ago they are in the

Federation Cup and they beat
Spain - No. 1in the world. Four
years ago, they would have
been wiped out. You can see

‘progress.”

And according to the three -

- coaches, continuous instruction

at an early age is the key ingre~
dient in brewing such success.
“This is a'lot better than the
stuff I had when I was their
age,” Rankine said. “I never had
opportunities like this. I would
have loved a coach come over
from America and coach us,
but that wasn’t around then.
“Each day here we have a
specific task that we aim for
the kids to learn - dribbling,
turning, passing, shooting, dif-
ferent fundamentals,” Rankine
went on. “But we also have the
technical side which is team-~
work and integrity. It is all very
important to their develop-

- ment.”

The aim of the camp is to
provide fresh and exciting
activities as foot skills, techni-
cal drills, tactical practices and
coached scrimmages highlight

online at hometownlife.com

Connor Fritz, 15, of Garden City shows off some of his skills during an
afternoon session of the British soccer camp.

on-field involvement. Off-field
lessons include discipline,
sportsmanship and respect
toward others and the game
itself. :
Many of the week’s partici-
pants are involved in at least
one of the areas’s soccer orga-
nizations - the Christian Youth
Soccer League, Garden City
Soccer League or Metro Soccer
League.

Connor Fritz, 15, of
Garden City, who has been so
impressed with the manner in
which the camp is held, is back
for a fourth year trying to hone
his soccer skills.

“The English definitely have
a different outlook on soc-
cer,” said Fritz, 15, a student
at United Christian, who par-
ticipates on the school’s soccer
and basketball teams. “I'm an

Ethan ,
Englehart, 9,
of Westland,
displays

his scoring
touch as Beth
Rankine, one of
three coaches
from England
involved with
Chaltenger
British Soccer,
looks on.

English (soccer) fan — a fan
of Manchester United. I like
the way they play. They con-
trol the ball a lot better than
Americans. But Americans are
tougher.

“I like coming here because
they bring different coaches
and they are all very good and
very friendly,” Fritz continued.

" “They help all the kids, no mat-

ter what age. I'm a midfielder,
so there’s a lot of things I need
to know how to do and I'm
always looking to get better.”

Englehart seemed to be
catching on as quick as.anyone’
what the camp is all about.

“Im making a lot of friends,”
he said. “So far we learned how
to stop the ball really fast, play
a few games and finished three
scrimmages — and our team
won all three”

FROM PAGE B1

throughout the USHL season,
a total of 26 to be-exact. Krug
took all five of his official
NCAA visits before narrowing
it down to Colorado College,
Boston College, Boston
University, Cornell and MSU.

“I never had a preference
growing up, but deep down
inside I guess I had something
against Michigan so I guess 1
was for Michigan State,” Krug
said. “T'd always go to (college)
games at Joe Louis. I fell in
love with the campus (East
Lansing). It’s a dream come
true.”

Krug is among nine recruits,
which also includes Canton’s
Anthony Hayes, a forward
who played for the Green Bay
Gamblers (Wis.) of the USHL.

MSU, the NCAA champion
in 2007, is coming off a disas-
trous 10-23-5 season in 2008-
09.

“They’re in the transi-
tion phase,” Krug said of the
Spartans. “It’s not natural fora’
true freshman to play and I'm

Jason Hanson bested Tom
Hansen as the first-place 22-and-
under Michigan Bulls wrapped
up their Livonia Collegiate

-Baseball League season Sunday at

Ford Field with a 4-3 win over the
20-and-under Michigan Rams.

The Bulls finish 22-6 in the
LCBL and are headed to the post-
season af the National Amateur
Baseball Federation regional
tourney in two weeks in Toledo,
Ohio.

R S R S D e e

only 18. Usually you're 20 or
21. It’s pretty rare. If you're not
going to get the playing time,
you play down (in juniors).”

Krug, who attended
Churchill High School through
his junior year, comes from a
hockey-playing family.

His two brothers, Adam and
Matt, just finished their col-
Iegiate careers and are looking
for minor league tryouts and
contracts.

Adam, a forward played two
seasons at Wayne State and his’
final two at Adrian College, an
NCAA Division III program .

that finished 27-1-1 last season

where he earned RBK All-
America honors and was also
named the Midwest Collegiate
Hockey Association’s Player of
the Year (2007-08).

Adam played 11 games
last spring for the Cincinnati
Cyclones of the East Coast
Hockey League.

Matt, a 6-foot, 215-pound
defenseman, played three
seasons at Wayne State before
the program folded and
finished his senior year at
Robert Morris (Pa.) where the
Colonials fell 3-2 in overtime

The Rams, who wound up 22-
10 in the LCBL, will return to the
All-American Amateur Baseball
Association Tournament in
Johnstown, Pa.

The Bulls used four pitchers
over the final seven innings in the
nine-<inning affair. Jason Hanson
worked the first two innings,”
allowing two runs on two hits and
a pair of walks to get credit for the
victory. -

The Rams Tom Hanson

to NCAA Frozen Four final-
ist Bemidji State (Minn.) in
the College Hockey America
(CHA) playoff final.

“My brothers gave me
insight and helped me set
goals,” Torey said. “I guess
we all give each other advice
whether we want it or not.

“Matt’s given me a lot of
pointers because he’s a defen-
seman. He helps out and he

-knows all the ins-and-outs.
Instead of going to parties or
bonfires, I always went to see

my brothers play. That gt me .

started thinking about col-
lege.” .

Torey will be working a
hockey school alongside his.
brothers in the coming weeks .
at Adrian College and contin-
ues'to gear up for his first col-
legiate season at MSU.

He maintains a strict sum-
mer workout regimen at Total
Performance in Wixom.

“I do the hockey treadmill,
it’s tough,” Krug said. T wake
up sore évery day. This'is the
biggest summer of my career,
and 1 thought last year was.”

bemons@nhometownlife.com | {313) 222-6851

Rams gear up for postseason

(Madonna University) went five

innings, allowing four runs (three .

earned) on seven hits and three
walks. Matt Broder pitched four
scoreless innings in relief, allow-
ing just two hits and a walk while
fanning four.

- Jon Berti (2-for-4, two RBI)
and Matt McNiel (2-for-4, one
RBI) paced the Bulls’ hitting
attack. Jeff Bultinck also collected
two hits, while C.J. Maszal also
knocked in a run.

e b




online at hometownlife.com

| _LOCAL SPORTS |

9

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, July 30, 2009 ® B3

Taylor twins shine
in All-Star softball

Representing Livonia
Franklin for the final time
in their prep careers, twins
Brittany and Briauna Taylor
turned in sparkling efforts
during last week’s Division 1
Michigan High School Softball
Coaches Association All-Star
game held at Lansing’s Ranney
Park.

Catcher Brittany Taylor went .

2-for-3 and scored the game-
winning run in the sixth inning
following a double to propel the
White All-Stars to a 2-0 tri-
umph over their Red All-Star
counterparts.

Meanwhile, Briauna Taylor
turned in a stellar defensive
performance at shortstop

as she recorded five assists,
including a putout of the
speedy Amanda Riley (Detroit
Cass Tech), who-had not been
called out in two softball sea-

sons.

The Franklin twins, both
All-Staters, are headed this
fall to Grand Valley State
University to play basketball.

They led the Patriots to a run-

ner-up finish last March in the
state Class A girls basketball
tournament.

Pitchers Samantha Cole
(Belleville) and Emily Pilon
(Monroe) combined on the
shutout for the White All-
Stars, who were coached by
Hudsonville’s Tom Vruggink

By David Graham

In my position as Executive
Director of the Golf Association of
Michigan, it is probably a politically
incorrect position to express what
golf courses make my personal list of
favorites for obvious reasons. But
like you, I do have favorites around
the state of Michigan and I am
willing to provide my two cents on
the topic. This list is courses that if
invited, I would make time in my
schedule to play in a heartbeat. [
must also state up front that I have
not come close to playing all of the
fantastic courses in this state. We are
so fortunate to have so many great
options. Also, I believe there is a bit
of a halo effect on ones likability
assessment based on how well one
plays and scores at a particular
course. I suspect that influence has
impacted my selections. So this
assessment is very subjective, and

Schmitt in 200 free final

BY TIM SMITH feel fast,” said
OBSERVER STAFFWRITER Schnutt, add-
ing that she was
So far, so good for Canton High pumped up
grad Allison Schmitt at the 2009 about swimming
World Championshjps in Rome, in the marble,
Italy. - outdoor pool.
Schmitt, 19, 22008 Canton. “Right now,
graduate, was slated to compete - Ty just looking
in Wednesday’s final of the 200 Schmitt at swimming
freestyle for USA Swimming. . fast, swimming
Members of the victorious White Alf-Stars in last week's Michigan High School ~ She earned the spot by wayofher:  my best times and getting it up
Softbali Coaches Association Division 1 game included (back row, from right) fourth-place time of 1:56.11 in there for the USA,” said Schmitt,
coach Linda Jimenez, Brittany and Briauna Taylor, afl from Livonia Frankfin. Tuesday’s semifinal; earlier, she answering Silver’s question about
Another member was Hannah Atkinson of Farmington Hills Mercy. had the second fastest timeatthe ~ what goals she had for the Worlds.
_ opening preliminary (1:55.92). Schmitt, who is entering her
and Franklin’s Linda Jimenez. Smart, Jension; Catherine Meanwhile, Schimitt also will Sophomore year at the University
Other members of the Chamberlin, Troy; Alexa swim Thursday in the 4-x-200- of Georgia, qualified on July 7
White All-Stars includ- Maciejewski, Troy Athens; and meterfreestylerelay. -+ whenshe won the 400-meter free-
ed Hannah Atkinson, Andie Dawson, White Lake Before the crucial week began, style event at the ConocoPhillips
Farmington Hills Mercy; Lakeland. Schmitt sounded very confident USA Swimming National
Sydney Smith, Monroe; Liz The Red All- Stars were during a webcast interview with Championships in Indianapolis,
Hamming, Hudsonville; coached by Don Peters Andrew Silver, senior editor of Ind. She took fourth Monday in the
Caitlyn Reynolds, Port (Clarkston) and Lisa Allian svmmnet com. final of the 400 free, with a time of
Huron Northern; Kayla (Auburn Hills Avondale). m just getting ready and 1 4:02.51.

Your local golf guide

Adveriorial

i

Are you dreamingofap
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Pebble Beach in Monteray, cA ﬁ%

Beth Page in Long Isfand, NY 150% Other &%

My favorite courses in Michigan

while it will include some obvious
courses on everybody’s list, it
probably is not your list. It does
include both private and public
facilities.

Dave’s Faves in
alphabetical order:

e Arcadia Bluffs — spectacular
links style course along Lake
Michigan. As the wind blows, so will
one’s score. No. 17 is an awesome
par 3 when played with a breeze in
your face it can be particularly
difficult to score.

* Belvedere — Tom Watson spent
his summers on this gemin
Charlevoix. No. 16 is a shorter par 4
with the green wedged into the side
of a hill. Great fun particularly if the
hole location is on the right side of
the green. Beware of an overly
aggressive putt.

s Crystal Downs — Alistair

Mackenzie design with support from
Perry Maxwell recognized as one of
the finest courses in America. No. 10
is a great par 4 that demands an
approach shot kept below the hole. If
not, 50/50 chances you may putt off
the green.

* Eagle Eye — Newer course with
a lot of great holes including an exact
replica of the 17th at the TPC at
Sawgrass (Island Green). One of my
favorites is no. 15 which is a par 4
that has a raised green with severe
slopes around with collection areas
for any wayward shots.

¢ Franklin Hills — A great Donald
Ross design. No. 2 is a superb par 4
with a severely slanted green... do
not be above the hole on your
approach shot if at all possible.

* The Gailes — One of three
courses at Lakewood Shores Resort,
it is a very challenging links layout
with hidden fairway pot bunkers
throughout. Bring your "A" game

Pmehurst #2i m Pmehurst NC %

and you’ll have a great time.

¢ The Heathers at Boyne
Highlands — Robert Trent Jones
design, no. 18 is a great risk reward
hole that requires an approach shot
over the lake for any realistic chance
at a birdie finish.

¢ Indianwood Old — My home
course, it plays different each day
depending on the wind. No. 18 is a
great finishing hole with a huge
green. Putting over and around some
of the buried elephants can be a
challenge!

* Kingsley Club — Newer course
receiving excellent national
exposure. No. 9 is a modest par 3
until you get to the green. Unless you
are below the cup you may have
some interesting challenges. If
chipping or pitching on from behind
the green, good luck!

* Meadowbrook — Great set of
green complexes throughout the
course. No. 9 is a great shorter par 4

with a severely sloped green. Hands
of a surgeon instead of a blacksmlth
will serve one well.

» Oakland Hills South —
Spectacular host course to countless

" major championships as well as the

Ryder Cup. No. 17 is a really cool
par 3 uphill fo a green surrounded by
deep bunkers and equally
challenging rough. A par on this hole
is a great achievement.

The above is a sampling of the
great courses in Michigan. If a friend
should extend an invite to play any .
of the above, don’t hesitate to accept
and keep me in mind if you need
someone to fill out your group.

David Graham is the Executive
Director of the Golf Association of
Michigan. Check for his Tee Time
column every Tl hursday through
September.

4018598030

PonbFri SENIORS 323 wieart befm 11ammu15
SATURDAYE SUNDAY wicart thrugis |1
; 548 before 11a71 12239ﬁ11am 2pm

August Golf
Specials

Great golf at an excellent price.

D et
TO0DLARDS

of Van Buren

32
$2
$3

734.129.4477 39670 Ecorse Road, Wayne

Supersaver COupon

efore 8:30am...M-F 25 Sat & Sun 35!
8:30am-1pm...M-F *32 Sat & Sun *40;
1pm-4pm...M-F *25 Sat & Sun 29,
tmset Speciel MHF afer 5:30pm *20 Sat & Sun after dom °20
eniors: M-F all day Sat & Sun after 1pm 24,00

Gateway Golf Club

CATTAILSGOLFGLUB ;
248-486-8777 |
Senior 18 w/car |
'$23.00 cash only |‘
55+y1~slmn—inbefsre pm '

Orihapedics o Spors Medicine » Industrial Rehabilitation GREEN FEE & FREE LUNCH

W/CART, MONDAY - FRIDAY 12PM-2PM

SENIOR GREEN FEE
W/CART WEEKENDS ANYTIME

GREEN FEE
W/CART, WEEKENDS ANYTIME

: Screening

Runners of All Ages and Ability Levels

Examination By\ One of Our Board Certified Clinical Specialist
(Flexibility & Strength Assessment
Biomechanical Screening, Shoes and Orthotics)

Plymouth Canton Center

9368 Lilley Road
Plymouth, Mi
48170

$20 Evaluation Fee

WHEN: Every 1st Wednesday of Each Month in PLYMOUTH
Every Last Wednesday of Each Month in NOVI

N4

Novi Center
39885 Grand River
. #3006
Novi, Ml 48375

Mon-Tue before 5pm mast hmg
coupon and vahtlt* fgx 4 plysh

( 389383 utin
other specials/expire

Eagle Crest -{

l 18 w/cart
i Valid Monday-Friday 7am-1tam ;!
(Exciuides Holidays)

2 Players for $49.00

. 18 Holes w/cart

' Valid Monday-Friday 7am~11am
i (Exciusdes Holidays)

734-487-2441

Golf Digest™*
1-94, Exit 183 Ypsilanti

Golf Club |
August Special |

2 Players $69.00 i

WWW-THEWOODLANDSGG.COM

Please presant this ad to receive special rate. Seniors 55+, Tax notincluded.
Offer includes cart and is valid per player, Not vaiid on course declared holidays, for tournaments or league play.
May not be combined with any other offer. *Lunch includes hot dog and chips. Expires 8/13/08.

Sentors Men-Fri 3999
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CORRESPONDENT

In 1922, Albert Kahn, one of the
20th century’s most important archi-
tects, designed a house of worship for
the Jewish congregation to which he
belonged, Temple Beth El

He chose an octastyle temple in the
Tonic Order of architecture — think
the front of the Lincoln Memorial
and the inside of the Fisher Building.
Above the entrance, etched in stone,
Kahn had the following words
inscribed, “My house shall be a house
of prayer for all people.”

“How could he know, in 1922,
that one day this synagogue would

be sold to the Lighthouse Cathedral

and then to the Little Rock Baptist
Church?” marveled Gerald Cook,

of Farmington Hills and one of the
organizers of a historic gathering

of Jewish and Christian clergy and
congregants at the Detroit Historical
Museum in Detroit earlier this
month.

The group of some 30 men and
women of both Jewish and Christian
denominations, African American and
white, were called together to share
stories about their common houses of
worship. The event, sponsored by the
Jewish Historical Society of Michigan
as part of its 50th anniversary celebra-
tion, brought white folks from subur-
ban synagogues to meet representa-
tives of urban churches that were once
those very same synagogues.

Whether it is a new building or an
old one, the stories shared by mem-
bers of this group reflect the passion
everyday people have for the place in
which they pray. Cook, so overjoyed to
finally have this group come together,
told story after story of how the old
synagogues continue to warm the
hearts of the members who once wor-
shipped there. : '

“We brought a tour group into the
old B'nai Moshe (now the St. Paul
AME Zion Church) on Dexter. The
church service wasn't yet over, but
we were invited in anyway and were
treated to the most beautiful music
from the choir,” explained a nearly-
teary eyed Cook who often leads tours
of ald Jewish Detroit for the Historical
Society. “After the service and the
tour, Dr. Ola Williams (a member of
St. Paul) held up alittle doggy piggy
bank and asked us to help in their
efforts to raise funds for their library.
Our guests stuffed it with $133 and
then, after the tour was over, sent

Jerry Cook explains the history of this stained glass, from Mogen Abraham, built in 1913. Located at Farnsworth and Beaubien, the

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Interfaith gathering looks at synagogues, churches

SOME OF THE PARTICIPANTS

Lighthouse Cathedral, the former
Temple Beth EI: Rev. Melvin Green
and his wife Theresa Ann Green, and
Jan Durecki, Temple Beth El archivist
St. Paul Apostolic Temple, the for-
mer Temple Israel: Clergy from the
Temple and Arnold Collens, a member
of Temple Israel

St. Paul AME Zion Church, the for-
mer B’nai Moshe: Dr. Ola Willams and
Claudria Brown

Clinton Street Greater Bethlehem
Temple, the former Shaarey Zedek:
Board member Ron Lilison.

- New Mount Zion Baptist Church,
the former B'nai David: Rev. Kenneth
Davis . )

| Greater Mitchell Temple, COGIC, the
former Adat Shalom: Bobbie Patton
from the Temple, and Adat Shatom's
Rabbi Rache! Shere and Cantor Daniel
Gross, his wife Lauren, and Barbara
and Gerry Cook. Adat Shalom is locat-
ed in Farmington Hills ’
Congregation Beth ShalomRabbi
Nelson, Congregation Beth Shalom
(Oak Park).

David Henig, Michigan Board of Rabbis.

congregation feft in 1939. it was a Baptist Church until 1977. Senator Carf Levin, spotted the window in the back of a pickup truck while
driving on a local freeway. He followed the driver and bought the window. It now belongs to the Reconstructionist Synagogue of Detroit.

another $250.”

Nationally, and here in the Detroit
area, it was common that a Jewish
congregation moving from its early
location would sell its building to
achurch. Churches, synagogues,
temples and mosques need to be
near their congregants and as the
population of an area changes, so do
the houses of worship. Interestingly,
churches have chosen to leave in-tact
much of the iconography from the
synagogue. Jewish stars, Hebrew and
English torah verses are commonly
found in the churches that were once
Jewish temples.

“T've been at this church my whole
life,” said Rev. Davis of the New Mt.
Zion Baptist Church, formerly B'nai
David. “We decided to maintain what
was already there. There is acon-
nection between Jewish and Baptist
churches.” What the New Mt. Zion -

- church has maintained includes

some 99 Jewish stars throughout the
church.

Jews and blacks share more than
houses of worship, though. Both
minorities share histories of slavery,
intolerance and prejudice. After
the gathering and sharing of stories,
the group took a tour of the exhibit,
From Haven to Home: 350 Years of
Jewish Life in America, which traces
America’s history through a Jewish
lens and delves into how Jewish *
immigrants came to this country,

“overcame bigotry and exclusion and

built a permanent home...themes all
too familiar to the members of these
black, urban churches.

As only a person of the cloth could,
Rev. Glen Plummer of the Christian
Television Network, found the words
to sum up the remarkable afternoon:
“The Jewish community and the
African American community his-
torically have changed the country
together.”

Linda Yellin, of Farmington Hills
and owner of Feet on the Street Tours
and Events in Southfield, and one

of the Jewish Historical Society of
Michigan’s co-coordinators of this
event, felt an important goal was
met. ‘

“This event not only celebrated
the African American churches

and organizations that honor and

acknowledge the area’s Jewish roots,
but even more significantly, I felt

we created another opportunity to -
celebrate our area’s great diversity,”
she said. “I believe everyone who
attended would agree that this event
should serve as a reminder for all reli-
gious and community organizations
to come together to honor, share
dialogue, learn from each other and
respect our similarities and differ-
ences.”

From Haven to Home: 350 Years of Jewish
Life in American, presented by the Jewish
Historical Society of Michigan, is on display
through August at the Detroit Historical
Museum. For private, docent-led tours,
call (248) 432-5517. Visitors also can see

Sharon Alterman (Franklin), Jewish
Community Archives; Ellen Cole (West
Bloomfield), co-president, Jewish
Historical Society of Michigan; Aimee
Ergas, director, Jewish Historical
Society of Michigan; Wendy Rose Bice,
editor, Michigan Jewish History
Bobbie Patton, Greater Mitchell
Temple, COGIC, Pastor Benjamin Baker.
Susan Herman and Lowell Boileau, cre-
ators www.shtetihood.com (the Lost
Synagogues of Detroit (Farmington).
New Detroit Inc: Angelita Espino,
Maurice Shane and Marshalle
Montgomery.

Linda Yellin (Southfield), Feet on the
Street Tours, co-coordinator of the
Interfaith Gathering.

the exhibit anytime by going to the Detroit
Historical Museum, located at 5401 Woodward

. Ave,, at the northwast corner of Kirby, in

Detroit's Cultural Center area. Hours are 3:30
a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday through Friday, 10
a.m-5 p.m. Saturday and noon-5 p.m. Sunday.

3

DORIS BARBER

Age 85 formerly of Livonia, July 26,
2009. Beloved mother of Carl:(Debbie),
Mark, and Sheri Wellma