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STAFF WRITER 

U.S. Rep Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, said Tuesday that President 
George W. Bush's $17 billion bridge 
loan to General Motors and Chrysler 
gives the auto companies three 
months to make the restructuring 
they need to survive. 

"I think you'll see they get this 
thing done, or everyone loses," he 
said. 

Last week, President Bush autho­
rized that General Motors would 
receive $9.4 billion and Chrysler 
would receive $4 billion in December 
and January from the $700 billion 
allocated by Congress for the Toxic 
Assets Relief Program for investment 
banks. General Motors will receive 
an additional $4 billion in February. 

General Motors and 
*£ Chrysler warned 
vjt - that they did not , 
•*fc e have enough money 

to meet demands 
through the end of 
the year. Ford Motor 
Co. has told the gov-

McCotter ernment that it has 
enough money for the 

near future and did not receive fed­
eral funds. 

"It's the best we could have hoped 
for," McCotter said. 

The president acted after the 
Senate failed to pass a rescue bill that 
had been approved in the House of 
Representatives. 

McCotter said the bridge loan gives 
the auto companies three months to 
bring all stakeholders together and 
create "a viable plan for the future." 

He said it also keeps General Motors 
and Chrysler from having to file for 
bankruptcy. The auto companies have 
said that going into bankruptcy would 
be a problem because buyers would be 
reluctant to buy from a bankrupt auto 
company due to concerns over parts 
availability and warranties. 

McCotter said the bridge loan also 
gives the incoming Barack Obama 
administration an opportunity to 
participate in talks and offer its own 
recommendations. McCotter said the 
Bush and Obama positions are very 
similar. 

"It will be interesting to see how 
it plays out and what constitutes 
'viable,'" McCotter said. 

If the two companies do not have 
an acceptable plan, they will be 
required to repay the federal loan in 
three months. 

McCotter has been critical of the 
treatment of Detroit auto executives 
by members of Congress compared to 
the treatment given investment bank 
executives who have been the ben­
eficiary of $350 billion with more to 
come. He and others have demanded 
that the banks be more accountable 
for the funds they've already received 
and will receive in the future. 

"House Republicans sent a letter to 
Speaker (Nancy) Pelosi and (House 
Finance),Chairman (Barney) Frank 
to investigate and Frank said he 
would," McCotter said. 

He said now that Congress has 
vented its frustration on the auto 
companies, it can turn its attention 
"to those who caused the problems in 
the first place," investment bankers. 

"Credit has yet to unfreeze," he said. 
President-elect Obama is pushing 

for an economic stimulus package cen­
tered around government investment 
in repairing the country's infrastruc­
ture. As a self-described conservative, 
McCotter has reservations about the 
extent of government involvement. 

"Investment is infrastructure is a 
necessary and good thing. It's some­
thing that will last and not be tempo­
rary. I will be interested in the details 
and what gets put into the package," 
he said. 

Private investment to stimulate the 
economy, he said, is being stymied 
by the continuing credit crunch. He 
said a stimulus package alone can not 
turn around the economy and that 
more needs to be done to help those 
struggling with foreclosure problems. 

"More should have been done on 
the grass-roots level," he said of the 
TARP funds. 

'Oh, little town ...' 
School transforms 
itself to celebrate 

BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Skeptical teenagers, shy young­
sters ... Santa Claus doesn't care 
who stops by to chat around this 
time of the year. In the "Little Town 
of Burger," he has a smile, a "Ho, ho^ 
ho" and a stuffed bear for those who 
visit his house. 

"I enjoy this, it's the highlight 
of my year," said Santa who got 
help entertaining his guests from 
Christmas Carol. "One of the won­
derful thing about our kids is that 
the 17-year-olds come and shake my 
hand, but they still have their list." 
. Christmas Carol has been helping 
Santa at Burger for 10 years and has 
watched many of his visitors grow 
up. And even though they are older, 
it's the looks on their faces that 
makes the visit special. 

"They're so excited," she said. 
Nintendo Wii, MP3 players, 

games, music and videos like Camp 
Rock have been popular requests. 
One young man wanted "a complete 
train set like his grandfather had in 
his basement," said Santa. 

Among Santa's visitors was 

TOM HAWLEV|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Snuggling up to Santa (RJ.Tessmer) and Christmas Carol (Darlene Jablonowski) at the Burger Center for Students with Autism's annual 
Christmas carnival are students Erica Hill, 7, of Garden City (left) and Jeni Ottenthengil, 8, of Plymouth-Canton. 

9-year-old Bradley Zigulis of 
Westland. 

"I saw Santa and I asked him for 
a PSP and laptop," said Bradley." He 

gave me a teddy bear that I'm call­
ing Ashley Jr. It's a good name." 

In actuality, Santa is R. J. 
Tessmer, and Christmas Carol is 

Darlene Jablonowski and the "Little 
Town of Burger" is the Burger 

Among Santas visitors was a rbr ana laptop, said Bradley, tie iessmer, and Christmas Carol is 
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BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

OSE STAFF WRITER 

Madalyn Geletzke is starting to feel 
the pressure of dancing during half-
time at the Orange Bowl in Miami on 
New Year's Day, but then who wouldn't 
with 20 million viewers tuning in to 
Fox TV when Virginia Tech meets the 
University of Cincinnati? 

The 13-year-old Livonia girl is 
among 275 dancers from all over the 
country participating in the show, 
which features 2,000 performers 
including marching bands and baton 
twirlers. 

Geletzke is less worried about 
sharing the stage with the legend­
ary Doobie Brothers and more about 
learning the routine choreographed by 
Mandy Moore from So You Think You 
Can Dance fame. She was just about 
to leave for the Barbara Hatch School 
of Dance in Farmington for a four-
hour practice. Right before the Orange 
Bowl, she'll take part in three days of 
rehearsals in Florida. Geletzke began 
dancing at age 4. She takes classes in 
ballet, jazz, tap, lyrical, pointe, hip hop 
and pom five days a week. 

"We have l% weeks to learn the 
eight-minute dance from DVD," said 

Geletzke, a seventh-grade student at 
Holmes Middle School. "I'm really 
looking forward to the experience of 
getting to meet a professional chore­
ographer and performing on national 
TV." 

Before leaving for Florida, the young 
dancer will perform at the Motor City 
Bowl featuring a matchup between 
Central Michigan and Florida Atlantic 
universities Friday at Ford Field with 
the Mid American Studio Senior All 
Stars from the pom and dance school, 
in Farmington. She is a little more 

Please see BOWLS, A2 

Madalyn Geletzke will perform 
in the halftime show at the 
Orange Bowl. The Livonia girl is 
a member of the Barbara Hatch 
School of Dance Company. 

Woman who put 
in trash 

will stand trial 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Wayne County jury will decide 
whether a Westland woman tried to kill 
her newborn son or if she was besieged 
by mental problems when she delivered 
the baby herself, tucked him in a trash 
bag and put him in her parents' garage. 

The baby survived after relatives 
heard his cries and found him alive. 

Barring a plea agreement, 28-year-
old Valeeka Gartrell will face trial 
March 4 in Wayne County Circuit Court 
on charges of assault with intent to 
murder and first-degree child abuse. 

If convicted, she could face penalties 
ranging up to life in prison for an inci­
dent that happened April 23,2007, at 
her parents' house, where she lived. 

Gartrell's trial had been long delayed 
as experts sought to determine whether 
she was competent for court proceed­
ings and whether she could be held a 

criminally responsible for her actions. 
With those issues now resolved, 

Wayne County Circuit Judge Jeanne 
Stempien ruled earlier this month 
that Gartrell should stand trial for the 
attempted murder of her baby boy. 
- Defense attorneys have argued that 

the defendant didn't understand what 
she was doing when she put the baby 
boy in a garbage bag and placed him 
in a garage near Joy and Hix roads, on 
Westland's northwest side. 

During the summer of 2007, Gartrell 
had been released on a $50,000/10 
percent bond after one of her cousins 
offered to watch over her and give her a 
place to stay while her case was pending. 

Police have said her baby arid her 3-
year-old daughter were placed in the 
custody of their grandparents. 

According to police, Gartrell woke 
her parents on April 23 and told them 
that she was bleeding. They had known 
she was pregnant. 

Gartrell was taken to St. Mary 
Mercy Hospital in Livonia, where doc­
tors found that she already had given 
birth, police Sgt. Chris Benson has 
said. Family members then returned 
home, where they found the baby in the 
garage, he said. 

For H o m e 
Delivery call: 

(866) 887-2737 

6 53174 10007 S 
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Man uses note, threatens teller in Redford bank holdup 
A man used a holdup note 

and implied he had a gun 
while robbing a£ Charter One 
Bank branch in Redford 
TownShip'of about $400 on 
Saturday. There were no inju­
ries and no gun was seen. 

The holdup at the bank on 
Telegraph near West Chicago 
took place just before noon, a 
Redford Police Department 
report said. 

A teller told police a man 
approached her window after 
she asked if she could help 
him. He handed her a note 
that announced a robbery, she 
said, and she opened her cash 
drawer and began gathering 
money. He threatened to kill 
her, she said, and threatened 
her again when she triedio 
push an alarm button. 

The robber held one hand in 
a pocket of his jacket, the teller 
said. She said she did not see a 
gun but said there was a bulge 
in the pocket. 

The robber took the money, 
and the note, and left, the 
teller said. No getaway vehicle 
was seen. 

Oil shop break-in 
A man stole the change box, 

with a small amount of cash in 
it, after breaking into Instant 
Oil Change on Telegraph near 
Joy Road about 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday. 

The glass in the front door 
had been broken out, a police 
report said. 

A security video showed a 
lone man inside the shop, tak­
ing the change box, police said. 

GARDEN CITY 

Home invasions 
Police were called to the 

31000 block of Hennepin 
Saturday after a woman 
returned to her home there to 
find the front door had been 
forced open. 

A witness told police he had 
spotted a man walking around 
the house and that he had fol­
lowed him in a vehicle for a 
time before losing sight of him. 

The officer noted there 
were footprints into the back 
yard but that the suspect had 
returned to the front door, 
which had been possibly kicked 
open, damaging the frame. 

The homeowner told police 
that jewelry valued at $500 
had been stolen from her bed-

after Christmas 
fine jewelry 
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Police are looking for this man in connection with a robbery at a Charter One 
Bank branch in Redford. 

room, including a gold watch, 
a gold necklace, a crucifix and 
costume jewelry. 

A couple of hours later, a 
resident in the 30000 block of 
Hennepin told police he noticed 
alight coming from the side door 
from the house of a neighbor 
who was not at home. He found 
the door had been forced open. 

Based on no wet snow in the 
home and light snow covering 
the footprints, the respond­
ing officer said he thought the 
break-in had taken place the 
previous day. The homeowner 
was contacted; it was unclear 
if anything had been stolen. 

Earlier on Dec. 20, a resi­

dent in the 31000 block of 
Pierce told police she had 
heard a loud noise at her back 
door. When she checked, the 
woman said, she saw a man 
whom she believed was trying 
to break into her home. 

He fled when she turned 
on a light and her dog began 
barking, she told police. 

LIVONIA 

Two arrests 
Two Southfield men accused 

of trying to break into a house 
in Livonia on Sunday are fac­
ing some serious charges for 
their trouble. 

According to Livonia police 
reports, a 12-year-old boy was at 
home alone playing video games 
in his house in the 12000 block 
of Hartel when he heard pound­
ing at the back door. 

The boy called police, and 
responding police officers picked 
up a 44-year-old man backing 
out of the driveway of the house. 
Minutes later, they picked up 
his alleged accomplice a few 
doors down the street as the 46-
year-old attempted to convince 
another homeowner to let him 
in, police said. 

The two men were expected 
to be arraigned Tuesday on 
charges of home invasion and 
being habitual offenders. 

Christmas stolen 
A woman living in the 

18000 block of Lyndon went 
to bed at 11 p.m. Monday night 
and was awakened shortly 
after that by noise coming 
from the kitchen. She went 
downstairs expecting to see 
her son and found her kitchen 
had been ransacked. 

Reported missing from the 
house were Christmas pres­
ents and her purse. 

A police report said there 
was a white mid-sized sedan 
seen near the house at the time 
of the incident. 

BOWLS 
FROM PAGE A1 

confident of performing in 
Detroit as this is her second 
year. Geletzke already has 
plenty of experience, not 
only in dance, but pom. In 
April, she performed with the 
Mid American High School 
All Stars at Disney World 
and later in parades for the 
Red Wings Stanley Cup and 
Thanksgiving Day in Detroit. 
She's also performed during 
Detroit Pistons games. 

"It's very exciting," said her 
mother, Laura. "I'm looking 
forward to the game and hear­

ing her experiences working 
with choreographers and such 
a large group. We went to New 
York City for her 13th birthday 
and she's determined to be a 
Rockette one day." 

Geletzke was especially 
excited about meeting the 
Rockettes during a tour of <• 
Radio City Music Hall. 

"They told us what it's like, 
showed us all the places they 
practice and where they get 
their costumes," Geletzke said. 
"They were talking about what 
you need ballet, tap, jazz and 
to sing to be a Rockette. I want 
to be a Rockette.. I would only 
practice during the winter, 
then go to college. By the time 
I'm done with the Rockettes 

— they only last about five 
years — then I want to go to 
become a fashion designer 
after going to College for 
Creative Studies." 

Geletzke's father, Fred, says 
anything is possible when it 
comes to his oldest daughter. 
Madalyn is a role model for 
her sister Meredith. The 7-
year-old danced with Madalyn 
at Disney World last spring. 

"Madalyn's very dedicated. 
We talked to her about her 
grades being good to continue . 
to do this. She's kept up her part 
of the bargain," Fred said. "She's 
on the honor roll at Holmes. 
We're very proud of her." 

lchomin@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2241 

Parkside Dental Team 

Holiday 
Whi ten ing Special 

Buy one, get one 
FREE Zoom Whitening 

at 

Now thru January 31st, 2009. 
Regular price, $499. No other coupons or discounts apply. 

36444 W. Warren Ave. • Westland, Ml 48185 
734.261.6060 www.parksidedentalteam.com 
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Monroe Bank & Trust 
the Local Community for ISO Years 
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Blue Care of Michigan 
announces open 

enrollment for its HMO 
nongroup product: 

PERSONAL PLUS 

Open enrollment dates 
are January 1 - 30 ,2009 

for a March 1,2009 
effective date. 

Please contact 
Blue Care Network's 

Customer Service 
department at 

1-800-662-6667 for 
additional information. 

_ ! • ISSA BlueCare 
BPSaVlt* / of Michigan, Inc. 
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COMMUNITY ROUNDUP 

Youth Hero of Year 
A student at Adams Middle 

School in Westland is in the 
running for a state VFW award 
after being selected as the 
Youth Hero of the Year by the 
Kozdron-Zeyer VFW Post 4553 
in Detroit. 

Nicholas Gonzalez was 
nominated for the honor by post 
Commander Albert Boreio in 
recognition of his citizenship, 
scholarship and attendance. 

According to Boreio, the 11-
year-old is a sixth-grader has 
been a hero to the staff and his 
fellow students since kinder­
garten. Fluent in Spanish and 
English, he has served as an 
interpreter for Spanish-speak­
ing students. He also helped 
teach them the English lan­
guage. 

"Without Nicholas's expertise 
in guiding his fellow students, 
staff and the parents, there 
would be language barriers pro­
hibiting the learning process of 
out future U.S. leaders," Boreio 
wrote in his nominating letter. 
"Nicholas easily glides from one 
language to another without 
hesitation." 

The son of Sabrina and 

Rodrigo Gonzalez, Nicholas is 
an all A student. He is a Student 
Council representative and 
has been in charge of collect­
ing items for the troops in Iraq, 
Toys for Tots and food items for 
needy families. 

"His parents and younger 
brother are also to be commend­
ed in honoring Nicholas' skills 
and personality," said Boreio. 

Skating stars to perform 
Come see possible future 

Olympic ice skating stars at 7 
p.m.. Saturday, Dec. 27 at the 
Arctic Edge Ice Arena located 
on 46615 Michigan Avenue in 
Canton Township. The Arctic 
Figure Skating Club will be 
hosting a dress rehearsal skate 
for the January 200,9 Figure 
Skating Nationals in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

All of the Arctic Figure 
Skating Clubs pair teams will be 
performing, including Canadian 
National champions and world 
silver medalists Scott Muir and 
Tessa Virtue, and U.S. National 
silver medalists Meryl Davis and 
Charlie White. 

Admission is free and open to 
the public. For more informa­
tion call (734) 487-7777-

moving shelter to Wayne 
BYTONYBRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

First Step, the Wayne 
County agency that provides 
shelter for women and their 
children to escape violence 
and sexual abuse, is in the 
middle of a capital fund-rais­
ing campaign to raise $5.5 
million for a new family center 
in Wayne. 

Thus far, First Step has 
raised just over $2 million in 
gifts and in-kind support to 
replace the dilapidated shelter 
in Canton Township. 

A new facility can't come 
soon enough as the Canton 
facility - an old farm house 
that was converted to a nurs­
ing home before being bought 
by First Step 20 years ago 
- has become so unlivable 
women and their children have 
been moved to a temporary 
location. 

"Time has taken its toll on 
the building, it has too many 
leaks in the roof and it's not 
repairable," said Theresa 
Bizoe, an associate director 
for First Step. "It doesn't have 

handicap access and the wir­
ing is poor." 

Bizoe said the plan is to con­
struct an addition of at least 14 
flexible family suites that can 
house up to 50 people in the 
new facility. 

"In Canton, we had eight 
bedrooms with several fami­
lies sharing a bedroom," Bizoe 
said. "Conflicts might come 
up, there are different sleeping 
times and noise levels. 

"The new family center will 
feature self-contained apart­
ments where families can have 
dignity, privacy and indepen­
dence and all the services they 
need In move from violence 
to safety." she said. "We serve 
about 800 people a year, so 
individual family suites will 
be very empowering." 

Bizoe said while the family 
suites won't be constructed 
until the capital campaign is 
completed, the Wayne facility 
will provide free counseling 
and advocacy services in early 
January. They are the same 
type of services that are cur­
rently provided at facilities in 
Redford Township and Taylor, 

which serve nearly 10,000 
families a year. 

"Any victim of domestic or 
sexual abuse can come to our 
office and see an advocate, 
someone trained in post-trau­
matic stress, legal aspects and 
help sort out their options free 
of charge," Bizoe said. "We 
offer counseling for children 
who witness violence and 
safety planning for kids, such 
as when a fight breaks out. 
Workshops for men and boys 
about healthy relationships." 

Bizoe said the administra­
tive offices will remain in 
Plymouth. 

First Step received about 
$100,000 in help from the 
Detroit chapter of Commercial 
Real Estate Women (CREW). 
The women's group in 2006, 
during its 20th anniversary, 
picked First Step as a commu­
nity service project. 

"We looked at existing real 
estate holdings and evaluated 
them, analyzed their facil­
ity requirements and space 
needs, and help select an 
architectural and construc­
tion management firm," said 

Marilyn Nix of CREW. "We 
worked with them to review 
properties available in the 
marketplace to find the best 
alternative to fit their require­
ments. 

"It was a great opportunity 
for CREW members to give 
back to the organization, 
especially to a group that 
helps women," added Nix, 
who then became a board 
member of First Step. 

Karen Wilson of Grosse He 
is the largest donor in the cur­
rent capital campaign, con­
tributing $900,000. 

"I've been very blessed 
with a home and not hav­
ing to wonder if I will have a 
meal or be safe, and there are 
people out thereswho don't 
have that," Wilson said. "I 
wanted to provide a safe place 
for women and children to go 
when they're in danger and 
have needs." 

The First Step 24-hour help 
line number is (734) 459-
5900 or toll free at (888) 453-
5900. 
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Alma Nava D.D.S. 

Graduate of the University of Michigan School of 
Dentistry and the National Autonomous University of 
Mexico School of Dentistry. 

Our staff is f luent in Spanish! 

Our office provides a variety of dental services including; 
•Bleaching and cosmetic dentistry * Fillings, crowns and bridges 
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•Air abrasion "Drilless" dentisty -Dentures and removable partial dentures 
• Laser dentistry -Treatment of gums 
•Cerec one-visit porcelain crowns 

Ask us about our new dental spa! 

Accepting new patients, both adults and children. 

Conveniently located at the corner of Grand River and Drake 
Roads in the Drakeshire Plaza. 

Evening and Saturday hours available. 

Alma Nava, D.D.S. 
Drakeshire Dental Center 

35223 Grand River • Farmington, M l 48335 
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receive a fair return on 
their tax dollar. Under 
the proposal, they would 

The Wayne County Commission last week failed to 
override a veto by. County Executive Robert Ficano of 
a proposed ordinance to distribute 25 percent of what 
each community contributes to the county's parks 
millage back to those communities. 

The proposal was sent back to the commission's 
Ways and Means Committee for further deliberation^ 
but will probably need to be reintroduced when new 
commissioners take office in January. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s w h o 
advanced the ordinance Commissioners WllO 

^ S t * n o t t t i T ; advanced the ordinance 
fair return on their tax dol- have allied that their 
lar. Under the proposal, communities do not 
they would get 25 percent 
of their tax money back to 
use for local recreational 
needs. We believe the pro­
posal is well intended but is 
bad public policy and takes get 25 percent of their 
too much money from the | g x B 0 M y b a c k [„ u s e for 

in tended purpose to the , , ,, , , 

voter approved parks mill- local recreational needs. 
age - to maintain the coun- We believe the pfOpOSal is 
ty park system. ,| { [ M fct j w 

The parks millage was n w i m i c , , u v u u u l ,g u a u 

initially passed by Wayne public policy and takes 
County voters in 1996 to l o o B f l c k m o f l e y from 

levy .25 mils, generating . . . . . j . 

approximately $12.7 million the intended purpose to 
per year. The millage was the VOter approved parks 
renewed in 2000 and again _ ; i u - . i- m.*;nt*in (h* 

in 2005. it expires in 2 0 k millage - to maintain the 
Under cu r ren t ag ree - COUflty park System. 

ments , communit ies are 
able to propose local capital 
recreation projects for county support from millage 
dollars, The ordinance would lock in 25 percent to 
each community, even though the needs of each com­
munity are not the same. 

Voters understood that the primary purpose of 
the millage was to support improvements at Hines 
and Elizabeth Parks, as well as support for Detroit's 
Chandler Park, Fort Wayne and some smaller parks. 
Many of our communities do benefit from those parks. 
Hines Park runs through Westlanet- Livonia/'and 
Plymouth Township. Residents of Redford, Garden 
City and Canton can take advantage of those parks as 
well. No one would benefit if a lack of funding allowed 
those parks to deteriorate. 

We believe the current system adequately addresses 
the concerns of local communities. 

ion is more in 
keeping with the 1st Christmas 

Many people scaled back their spending for this 
Christmas. 

Some were forced to because they were laid off or had 
their job eliminated; others chose to because of uncertain­
ty about the future economy. 

Though the official numbers won't be in until after the 
holidays, people expected to spend 5 percent less for the 
2008 holidays — $775 on average — than they did for 
the 2007 holidays, according 
to a Brand Keys Inc. national 
survey of 16,000 consumers in. 
the nine U.S. Census regions. 

Economists might dis­
agree, but spending less on 
Christmas isn't such a bad 
thing. 

Consider the first Christmas. 
Jesus — God's only son — was 
born to poor parents, peas­
ants, in a stable among ani­
mals, the Bible says. There was 
no Christmas tree, no pres­
ents, no special foods. 

The wise men, bearing gifts 
of gold, incense and myrrh, —————————— 
did not visit Jesus while he was in the stable but in a house 
when he was a toddler, according to Biblical scholars. 

The reason we celebrate Christmas is because of Jesus' 
birth, unpretentious as it was. 

Jesus was God's gift to humans, the Bible says. He took 
the punishment for everyone's sins so that, through faith in 
Him, people can live eternally in heaven. 

That sometimes gets lost in, our modern-day celebration 
of Christmas with its frenzy and excess. 

Perhaps a simpler, less commercialized observance will 

Jesus was God's gift to 
humans, the Bible says. 
He took the punishment 
for everyone's sins so 
that, through faith in 
Him, people can live 
eternally in heaven. That 
sometimes gets lost in our 
modern-day celebration of 
Christmas with its frenzy 
and excess. 

help us remember the reason for the season. 
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Thanks for column 
I just read, "When you're the employee, 

bankruptcy is very painful" and wanted to 
thank you for writing what I, and I'm sure 
others, are thinking and feeling! 

My fiance is a ground worker for 
Northwest Airlines. He's been with 
NWA for 19 years, and was with Midway 
Airlines, prior to that, for 10 years. His is 
just one story, of thousands, maybe mil­
lions, happening in our country. 

He'd worked his entire life in an indus­
try and then, when NWA filed for bank­
ruptcy, was forced to take a $4 per hour 
pay cut. While that may not seem to be 
earth-shattering to people on its surface, 
that $8,300 per year is money that was 
directly rerhoved from the economy of 
this state. 

He was very smart in his foresight and 
put his home for sale, just prior to the 
bankruptcy happening. The house sold 
just before the real estate market com­
pletely collapsed. While he could have 
made ends meet, he was concerned about 
NWA going under and losing his home, if 
that occurred. 

Of course, NWA has emerged from 
bankruptcy, but the new "unknown" on 
the horizon is how the Delta/NWA merg­
er will impact employees who are 50-plus, 
who have many years with the companies, 
etc. The American workers have for far 
too long had to carry the weight of execu­
tives on their backs, while those execu­
tives, many times, seem to fly beneath the 
radar when it comes to responsibility. 

I have been completely astounded 
to monitor the hearings on the "Big 3 
Bailout" and realize just how much of this 
country truly feels that the auto industry 
should go down and don't seem to have 
a remote belief that that will massively 
impact every industry. When I hear the 
"leaders" of our country saying that we 
should let those companies go bankrupt, 
while we, the taxpayers, have just paid to 
bail out the very industry (financial) that 
is most responsible for placing us in this 
recession, I am aghast! 

The auto industry impacts every life in 
America and, honestly, I can't understand 
how any American can encourage its 
demise. 

I'm just so frustrated, as I believe 
(hope???) most Americans are at this 
point in our history. I really just wanted to 
thank you for writing exactly what I was 
thinking. 

Maureen A. Latimer 

LETTERS 
make $188,100 per year as of Jan. 1,2008, 
and then get ALL MEDICAL paid, not to 
mention how many days off a year they 
get. And they want to try and mess with 
possibly the biggest industry in America. 

Well, I certainly don't think it is fair. 
And then this past weekend, a U.S. 

senator was supposed to come to 
Gibraltar Trade Center and sign auto­
graphs for $35-$75 per signature, former 
Tiger Jim Bunning. Well, after he voted 
no for Detroit automakers, the owner 
of Gibraltar called the senator and told 
him we didn't want him here. That deci­
sion cost the Gibraltar Trade Center lots 
of money, but he stood up for what he 
believed and hats off to him. We should 
ALL go out and shop there for Christmas 
gifts. 

Our government officials who WE 
ELECT should be there for us. I salute 
all the senators who voted for the Bridge 
Loan, and to those that did not, that is 
a shame. You have for some reason tried 
to kill the automotive industry, for what 
reason, my question to you is when you go 
to work — on the days you go — how do 
you get there? Walk, run, jog? No I would 
think it would be an AUTOMOBILE, and 
if it is, was it built in AMERICA. 

Interesting question, I am quite sure the 
senators who voted NO are driving cars 
NOT built in the U.S., and I think it is time 
for America to stand up, and voice your 
complaint. This is America, and every­
thing has changed to protect those who are 
not from here. For example, when you call 
a business, and the message says "Press 1 
for English," I don't think so. I think the 
senators who voted no need to go and 
see if the other countries have Press 1 for 
English. I don't think it happens. 

So to all of our senators who are mess­
ing with the livelihood of America, try 
and remember the Boston Tea Party when 
they stood up for what they believed and 
did what they had to. Our government is 
supposed to be "FOR THE PEOPLE," and 
that is not what these current senators are 
there for. 

Stand up, America, before it is too late, 
and with these people in office, speak 
your mind, because sooner or later, when 
you make that phone call, there won't even 
be Press 1 for English. Write your senators 
and let them know they are messing with 
the wrong people — Americans. Don't 
mess with the best. 

Bud Somerville 
Westland 

Plymouth Grateful to our mayor 

Senators were wrong 
I wanted to add my two cents about 

what is going on with the federal bailout. 
What a joke! They bail out Wall Street 
and the CEO for the one company made 
$77 million with salary and bonuses, and 
our government gives them billions of dol­
lars, no questions asked. 

But when our automotive industry goes 
to Washington and has to BEG for money 
to keep MILLIONS of people working, 
they shoot us down. They tell the Big 
Three you want money yet you rode in 
private jets. Most big corporations have 
private planes, yet that seemed to make 
the day of those senators. 

Let's look into something: the average 
U.S. senator makes $169,300 a year and 
party leaders and president pro tempore 

Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey has been 
a pro-active leader in his efforts to sup­
port the necessary loans requested by the 
domestic car manufacturers. He joined 
with other'mayors in the region to make 
their voices heard by Congress. We are 
proud to say that Mayor Kirksey was 
among those who traveled to. Washington 
to lobby for the domestic auto manufac­
turers that play a vital role in U.S. and 
global economies. He encouraged Livonia 
residents to write letters to the President 
of the United States requesting support 
of the loans. We are grateful to Mayor 
Kirksey for fighting for the sustainability 
of the domestic manufacturing base and 
preserving jobs for Livonia that will ben­
efit its citizens. 

Jim and Diane Policelli 
Livonia 

Good tidings from Social Security 
As the holidays approach, Social 

Security has good tidings to share 
with Social Security and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) beneficiaries: They 
will receive a 5.8 percent increase in ben­
efit payments beginning with the January 
payments! 

The 5.8 percent cost-of-living adjust­
ment (COLA) will begin with benefits 
that more than 50 million Social Security 
beneficiaries receive in January 2009. 
Increased payments to more than seven 
million SSI beneficiaries will begin on 
Dec. 31. 

Social Security and Supplemental 
Security Income benefits increase auto­
matically each year based on the rise in 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Consumer 
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W), from the third 
quarter of the prior year to the corre­
sponding period of the current year. 

This 5.8 percent increase is the largest 
since 1982. 

Along with the annual COLA comes 
other changes, including an increase in 
the amount of wages subject to Social 
Security tax. In 2008, the maximum tax­
able amount was $102,000. Beginning 
in 2009, the maximum taxable amount 
will be $106,800. This change will affect 
about 11 million of the 164 million work­
ers who pay Social Security tax. The tax 
rate remains the same: 6.2 for employers 
and employees, and 12.4 for the self-
employed. 

In 2009 it will take $1,090 in taxable 
earnings to earn a credit of coverage for 
Social Security, up from $1,050 in 2008. 
All workers can earn up to four credits in 
a year. 

The average retired worker will receive 
$1,153 per month in Social Security ben­
efits in 2009, up from $1,090 in 2008, 

People who have Medicare coverage' 
will want to visit Medicare's Web site at 
www.medicare.gov for changes coming ir 
2009. 

To learn more about Social Security 
changes coming in 2009, visit our online 
fact sheet at www.socialsecurity.gov/pres 
soffice/factsheets/colafacts2009.htm. 

As always, you can find a wealth of 
information about Social Security at our 
Web site at www.socialsecurity.gov. 

Frances Heimes-Savicki 
Social Security public affairs special! 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone numbe 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 4C 

.words or less. We may. edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor ': . ' : \ 
Obsen/er 
615 W. Lafayette, Second Level 
Detroit, Ml 48226 

Fax: 
(313)223-4650 

E-mail: 
hgallagherthometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 
"But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight, happy Christmas to all and to all 
- St. Nicholas, as reported by Clement Moore in T w a s the Night Before Christmas 
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Plight of Iraqi relatives on the mind of local Chaldeans this Christmas 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

For millions of Christians 
around the world and all over 
America, today is a day to he 
celebrated. Many will gather 
with family and friends for 
Christmas parties and to 
rejoice over the birth of Christ. 

Metropolitan Detroit's large 
Chaldean community will also 
be celebrating the religious 
holiday, but they will do so 
with a fair amount of appre­
hension and fear for family 
and friends living in Iraq, 
where they have been perse­
cuted and even killed because 
of their Christian beliefs. 

The plight of Iraq's Chaldeans 
has hit close to home in south­
eastern Michigan, which is 
home to approximately 125,000 
Chaldean-Americans — the 
largest contingent outside of 
the Middle East. Most live in 
the communities of Sterling 
Heights, West Bloomfield, 
Farmington Hills, Southfield 
and Troy. 

According to local Chaldean 
leaders, as many as 50 percent 
of Chaldeans living in Iraq 
have fled the country since 
the U.S.-led invasion in 2003. 
Because they are Christians 
(largely Catholic) living in a 

Like many other local Chaldeans, Haytham Yono, who owns the Wayne Liquor 
store in Wayne, has family members living in Iraq, where Chaldeans have 
been persecuted because of their Christian beliefs. 

Muslim-led country, they have 
been driven out of their homes 
and even killed. In particular, 
many Chaldean religious lead­
ers have been the targets of 
terrorist attacks. 

Joseph Kassab, the executive 
director of the Southfield-
based Chaldean Federation 
of America, said Chaldeans 
and other Christians made 
up about 5 percent of Iraq's 
population before the war. 
Today, he says it's likely less 
than 2 percent. Those that 

remain must try and conceal 
their Christian roots for fear of 
being targeted by terrorists. 

"Christmas is not easy to 
celebrate in Iraq. Far too many 
of our people have fled their 
homes or have been killed. 
To survive, they must conceal 
their religion," Kassab said. 

Nick Bakko, a West 
Bloomfield resident who owns 
Neil's Party Store in Westknd, 
has many relatives living in Iraq. 
He was born in the village of 
Telkaif in northern Iraq, and 

Nick Bakko, who owns Neil's Party 
Store in Westland, was born in the 
village of Telkaif in northern Iraq. 
He says Chaldeans in Iraq have been 
persecuted in Iraq since the war 
began, including an aunt who ffed to 
a refugee camp in Syria. 

came to America in 1983. Most 
of his relatives live in Telkaif, 
which is in the Kurdish-con­
trolled north. He says Chaldeans 
in the northern part of the coun­
try are relatively safer than those 
in central and southern Iraq, 
areas of the country dominated 
by Muslim Arabs. 

Bakko knows the devastat­
ing toll the war has had on 

Chaldeans. His aunt, who 
lived in Baghdad when the 
war began, received a note to 
leave her house in one week or 
she would be killed. Fearing 
for her life, she fled and is now 
a refugee in Syria. Another 
aunt, who was a pharmacist in 
Baghdad, was shot and killed 
while at work during the early 
days of the war. 

Bakko and his wife Amy will 
gather with family today at his 
mother's home in Commerce. 
He said they will be thinking 
of relatives in Iraq, and may 
even try to call. 

"On Christmas we always 
get together. A lot of times we 
try and call family when we're 
all together," he said. "We keep 
them in our prayers. But we 
have to live our lives. What can 
you do? Life is not perfect." 

Haytham Yono, a 36-year-
old Farmington Hills resident 
who owns the Wayne Liquor 
store in Wayne, fondly remem­
bers Christmas celebrations 
while growing up in Telkaif. 

"Our whole family would 
gather together, pray together, 
go to church together. It wasn't 
like here where Christmas has 
become such a big business," 
Yono said. 

However, Yono says those 
days are a thing of the past. 

He has several aunts and other 
family members living in Iraq. 
He is able to talk to them on 
the phone occasionally, and 
the picture they paint of life 
there isn't pretty. Churches 
have been bombed and reli­
gious leaders assassinated. 

"Life for them is very dif­
ficult," Yono said. "Over here, 
people are losing jobs and 
homes, but we live in a para­
dise compared to what is going 
on over there. 

"Chaldeans were largely 
protected during the Saddam 
(Hussein) years because there 
was law and order. Yes there 
was no democracy, but there 
was peace. You could celebrate 
Christmas without fearing for 
your life." 

Kassab said local Chaldeans 
will definitely be thinking of 
their relatives and friends back 
in Iraq today as they celebrate 
Christmas. 

"The greatest Christmas gift 
we could have would be to see 
our people come back to their 
homes. Before that happens, 
however, we need conditions to 
improve in Iraq. We need secu­
rity for Christian minorities. We 
also need economic develop­
ment policies that will allow our 
people find work and rebuild 
their lives," Kassab said. 

Nativity collection celebrates the reason for the season 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

One of the gifts Kim Marquette 
received from her husband shortly after 
being married was,a Nativity scene. 

That was the beginning of a collec­
tion that today includes more than 250 
Nativity scenes which are on display 
through Jan. 30 at the Garden City 
Historical Museum inside the Straight 
Farmhouse. 

"My son got me one and my mom got 
me some. I'd get some Nativity scenes 
at garage sales - 1 became a collector of 
family Nativity scenes," said Marquette, 
a Garden City resident. "I have 48 
Rubbermaid tubs that they fit into." 

The smallest Nativity scene in the 
collection fits into a match box while 
the largest is in front of Marquette's 
home during the Christmas season. 

"One year at church we had a live 
Nativity and one side of the hall was 
all Nativities which we all brought in," 

said Marquette. "People said I should 
display them." 

Marquette set up the displays at the 
museum when it had relocated to the 
Straight Farmhouse and decided to 
share her Nativity scene collection. 

"I thought it would be nice to go 
see something free for the family. 
People have been to the museum and 
are telling other people about it," said 
Marquette. "There had been a lot of 
word of mouth." 

The largest Nativity on display at the 
museum is a Fontanini scene which 
belongs to Marquette's son Alan, 19. It 
began as a gift from Marquette's late 
grandfather Duane Porter, who subse­
quently gave money each year to add to 
the collection. 

"He wanted something for Alan 
to enjoy and remember him by," said 
Marquette. "We keep it going and add a 
piece each year." 

lrogers@hQmetownlife.com | (313) 222-5428 
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These Fontanini Heirloom Nativity pieces are part of Kim Marquette's collection which is on display at the. 
Garden City Historical Museum in Straight Farmhouse. The Fontanini Heirloom pieces were first purchased 
by Marquette's grandfather Duane Porter for her son. A new piece is added each year in Porter's memory. 

THE NATIVITY 
What: A display of 

250 Nativity scene's. 
When: Noon to 3 

p.m: Wednesdays and 
Saturdays through 
Jan. 30 

Where: Garden 
City Historical 
Museum inside the • 
Straight Farmhouse, 
6221 Merriman, . 
north of Ford, 
Garden City. 

Information: . 
Admission is free. 
Larger groups can 
schedule a visit by 
calling the museum 
at (734) 838-0650 or 
www.sfhoniine.org. 
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Center for Students with 
Autism in Garden City. Each 
Christmas, the 350 students 
are treated to a themed winter 
carnival, a day filled with the 
sights and sounds of the sea­
son and learning experiences. 

"What we present is a hands-
on learning experience in a 
controlled environment with 
excellent teachers," said teacher 
Colleen Polin. "The students 
are challenged to learn. 

The school was transformed 
into a village with hallways 
given names like Rousso Road 
and Berman Boulevard, hon­
oring the Jack Rousso and 
Larry Berman families that 
provided financial support for 
the carnival, and Wigent Way 
and Cline's Corner, named for 
Wayne County Superintendent 
Christopher Wigent and 

•4-V. * 1 
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Garden City Superintendent 
Michelle Cline respectively. 
Outside the D&D Railroad, 
named for Dillon and Dawson, 
the streets bordering the 
school, gave students a ride 
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around the school to get hot 
chocolate. 

Classrooms were trans­
formed into businesses like a 
fish market, flower shop and 
a guitar store where students 
jammed to live music and a 
deli by the name of No Zoup 
for You which offered samples 
of lox and cream cheese on 
bagels, ham and cheese sand­
wiches and liverwurst on 
crackers. The lox and liver­
wurst were the most popular 
items. 

"Lox and liverwurst are the 
favorites, which is surprising, 
at least it's surprising to me," 
said teaching assistant Candy 
McHale who was making sure 
the "counter" was well stocked. 

In the sports shop, students 
lined up to get the autograph 
of Detroit Tigers pitcher 
Nate Robertson. Like Santa, 
he's become a fixture at the 

• 
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Kyle Howey, 13, of New Boston had a big smile for one of the many crafts 
students did. 

=i Memorial & Honor Dept. 
I 501 St. Jude Place 
l | Memphis, TN 38105 
J 1.800.873.6983 
£ www.stjude.org/tribute 

St. Judc Children's 
Research Hospital 

winter carnival. His popular­
ity showed. Several students 
brought cards, decorated with 
the old English D and he ran 
out of baseball cards to sign 
for the kids. 

"They give a good Christmas 
party," said Robertson who 
was making his fifth appear­
ance at the carnival. "Events 
like this. . . it doesn't get any 
better than this." 

Members of the Rousso and 
Berman families as well as 
friend Ed Battier also attended 
the carnival and joined stu­
dents in oohing and aaah-

Dignffied 
Funeral Packages 

$ 

ing over the decorations and 
activities. 

"I've been coming seven-
eight years, it's something I 
look forward to," Battier said. 
"This is nice, very nice." 

The same is true for Jack 
Rousso. 

"I enjoy seeing the children 
smile, it gets better and better 
every year," he said. 

Each year the families are 
given gifts to show apprecia- . 
tion for what they do for the 
school. This year they received 
the keys to the village. 

"We have a lower level at 

3499 

Working on gingerbread note pads 
are Jacob Bellanger, 9, of Westland 
(front to back), Dionte Loving, 11, of 
Redford and Ashley Mattia, 11, also of 
Redford. 

our home that's filled with 
the things they've made us, 
we've got everything hanging 
up," said Rousso's wife Noella, 
holding the oversized key. 
"We've been doing this for 17 
years." 

Also receiving a key was . 
Wigent "as a thank you for 
maintaining the program." 

"They never cease to amaze 
me," Wigent said. "I've been 
here since 9:30 and it's abso­
lutely beautiful." 

According to Polin, the staff 
spends four months preparing 
for the one-day event, but the 
planning started as soon as 
the carnival ended. 

"It wouldn't be so successful, 
if everyone didn't join in the 
vision for this school," she said. 
"We all share in it." 
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http://www.riskoferguson.com
http://www.woodhaven-retirement.com
mailto:gloriag@woodhavenrc.org
http://www.djrnaltese.corn
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S. Claus had 
game before 
all the fame 

Long before he became 
a force in the global toy 
distribution industry, the 

rosy-cheeked bearded fella who 
takes the term "all-nighter" to a 
higher level once a year was best 
known for delivering pancake 
blocks, full-nelson headlocks 
and record-shattering throws at 
track-and-field meets. 

That's right, 
Santa Claus 
was a three-
sport stud ath­
lete back in the 
day. 

It all started 
his sophomore 
year at North 
Pole Snowy 
Oaks High 
School when 
Claus (5-foot-lO, 280 pounds) 
decided to set aside his wood­
working tools for a few months 
so he could try out for the 
school's football team. 

Undeterred by his thick, 
fluffy white beard (which was 
really annoying during those 
brutally hot two-a-day prac­
tices), Claus immediately estab­
lished himself as one of North 
Pole County's most dominating 
offensive linemen. 

"He didn't have great wheels, 
but his work ethic was unreal," 
remembered a former class­
mate, who requested anonym­
ity. "He was a great leader, too, 
which, I guess, when you look 
back on it, isn't surprising. If 
you can eoax a bunch of over­
weight reindeer to fly, inspiring 
a few high school kids to carry 
out their blocks until the whis­
tle blows is a piece of cake." 

With Claus serving as the 
team's primary pulling guard, 

Ed Wright 

Please see WRIGHT, B2 

GREGORY SHAMUS PHOTOGRAPHY 

Members of the Detroit Ignition celebrate seconds after Birmingham native Ryan Mack registered a game-winning goal in overtime to defeat the 
New Jersey Ironmen Saturday night at Compuware Arena. Mack (pictured third from right, facing camera) also scored a game-tying goal with just six 
seconds left in regulation. 

Attack 
Birmingham native's two clutch goals lead Ignition to XSL OT win 

BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Ryan Mack's first Xtreme 
Soccer League goal wasn't 
nearly as X-citing as his second 
one. 

And his first one was off-the-
charts exciting. 

Displaying a crowd-pleasing 
flair for the dramatic, Mack tal­
lied the game-tying and game-
winning goals in the Detroit 
Ignition's down-to-the-wire 
16-14 XSL victory over the New 
Jersey Ironmen Saturday night 
at Compuware Arena. 

The home-opening triumph 
evened the winners' record at 
1-1 while the Ironmen slipped 
to 0-2. 

"It feels really good," said 
Mack, moments after he sent 
the home crowd out into a bit­
terly cold night with a warm 
memory^ "I was plugging away 
all game, waiting to get the first 
one of the season. After I scored 
the first one, I felt a lot more 
comfortable out there. 

"On the game-winner, 
I got a nice ball from Kyt 
(Selaidopoulos) and I put it 

through the goal-keeper's legs." 
Mack, a native of 

Birmingham and one of the 
leading point-earners in the 
now-defunct Major Indoor 
Soccer League last season, 
said he's getting more atten­
tion from opponents now that 
super-scorer Jamar Beasley has 
departed the scene. 

"During the first game (an 11-
4 loss at Milwaukee), it seemed 
like they were targeting me 
more, following me around," 
said Mack "It was kind of nice 
when Jamar was here and I was 
the guy behind the scenes. 

"I have to go out every night 
and perform as well as I can 
and help the team when I can." 

Mack was one of three home­
grown players who played 
major roles in the Ignition's 
victory. 

Livonia's Tino Scicluna found 
the back of the net on two of the 
three shots he fired at Ironmen 
net-minder Brett Phillips. 

And former University of 
Detroit Mercy star Vahid 
Assadpour chalked up two 
goals and an assist for the hosts. 

"The first month has been 

kind of tough for us getting 
used to one another, plus weVe 
had a lot of injuries,'' said Mack, 
referring to how the rebuilt 
Ignition is meshing. "But a lot 
of guys stepped up tonight that 
hadn't played a lot before. I 
think we showed a lot of heart 
and I think that's why we pulled 
through tonight. 

"Winning tonight was awe- , 
some, especially because it was 
so frustrating losing our first 
game. I think it was important 
to show our fans that we're 
still a solid team after we went 
through some adversity." 

Detroit goal-keeper Danny 
Waltman earned his 100th pro­
fessional indoor soccer win by 
stopping 33 shots. 

Phillips stuffed 29 shots for 
the Ironmen. 

Detroit wiped out a 3-0 first-
quarter lead with goals from 
Josh Rife and Assadpour. 

The Ignition doubled its 
advantage to 6-3 2:29 into the 
second quarter when Drew 
Crawford slid a perfect pass to 
Assadpour, who one-timed it 
home. 

The Ironmen closed their 

halftime gap to 6-5 with 25.7 
seconds left in the quarter 
when Rey Martinez capped a 
3-on-none break-out with a 
top-shelf goal. 

Detroit led 10-9 after three, 
but slipped into a 14-10 hole 
when New Jersey's Shawn 
Boney converted a Lueio 
Gonzaga pass with 4:38 to play. 

The Ignition's dramatic really 
was sparked by Crawford's goal 
from Assadpour with 2:45 to 
play. 

That set the stage for the 
heroics of Mack, who tied 
the game with 5.8 ticks left 
after securing a Selaidopoulos 
free-kick pass on the left wing 
and hammering the ball past 
Phillips. 

The game-winner came 3:06 
into the extra session when he 
scored from a ridiculous angle 
along the boards, ripping a shot 
through Phillips' five-hole. 

Mack led Detroit with 10 
shots. Zach Wilkes notched a 
team-high four blocks. 

The Ignition returns to 
action on Saturday when it 
travels to Chicago to take on the 
Storm at the Sears Centre. 
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Star burst 
Canton's Kiere Daniels (2) looks for running room as he takes a hand-off during Friday night's 
regional game against Livonia Stevenson. Daniels was selected to the first team Alt-Observer 
squad, which is featured on page B3. 

Marquee Monday 
Stars abound, but Trojans fal 

BY TIM SMITH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two of the state's top senior boys 
basketball players went head-to-
head Monday night at Livonia 
Clarenceville. 

Fans were treated to plenty of 
highlight-reel slams and nifty plays 
from both Clarenceville guard Jamie 
Stewart and Ann Arbor Gabriel 
Richard powerhouse center Eso 
Akunne. 

But a 29-point, nine-rebound, five-
block performance from the 6-3,217-
pound Akunne trumped Stewart's 
dazzling dunks and 25-point, 14-
rebound outing. The Fighting Irish 
scored 28 third-quarter points en 
route to an 85-65 non-conference 

triumph. 
"He's a tough matchup on the high 

school level," Trojanshead coach 
Corey McKendry said about Akunne. 
"We put other guys on him early and 
we were forced to put Jamie on him. 

"I thought those two went at it 
tonight. They both left everything on 
the floor tonight. They're both out­
standing high school players. As a fan 
it was fun to watch those two play." 

According to Gabriel Richard 
head coach Pete Schoch, whose team 
improved to 3-0 and is ranked No. 
3 in Class B, there is no telling How 
much Akunne can accomplish. 

"He's a phenomenal player. What 
sets Eso apart is he's very unselfish 

Please see HOOPS, B2 

The Arctic Figure 
Skating Club will 
be hosting a dress 
rehearsal skate for 
the January 2009 
Figure Skating 
Nationals in 
Cleveland, Ohio on 
Saturday, Dec. 27, at 
7 p.m. at the Arctic 
Edge Ice Arena, 
which is located at 
46615 Michigan Ave.. 
in Canton. 

All of the Arctic 
Figure Skating 
Club pairs teams 
will be performing, ; 
including Canadian 
National champi­
ons and world silver 
medalists Scott Moir 
and Tessa Virtue, 
and U.S. National sil-! 
ver medalists Meryl 
Davis and Charlie 
White. 

For more informa­
tion, call (734) 487- " 
7777. 

The exhibition is 
open to the public 
and admission is free. 

Ocelots roil 
The Schoolcraft 

College women's 
basketball team 
thumped Scottsdale 
(Az.) Community 
College, 84-62, 
Sunday in a game 
played in Scottsdale. 
The victory improved 
the No. 7-ranked 
Ocelots' record to 9-
1. Scottsdale slipped 

. to 2-7. 
Led by Brittany 

Collins' 17 points, five 
Ocelots hit for douV 
ble-figures in scor­
ing. Other key con­
tributors on offense 
were: April Goins (15 
points, 12 rebounds), 
Salem grad Tayler 
Langham (12 points), 
Antania Shepherd 
(11) and Jasmine 
Brown (10). " 

Schoolcraft led 46-
36 at the half. 

NRCLL signups 
The North Redford 

Central Little League 
is continuing 2009 
registration for T-
ball, baseball and 
fast-pitch Softball. 

The next of sev­
eral planned dates at 
the Redford Public . 
Library, located 
on Six Mile across 
from Glenhurst 
Golf Course (west of 
Telegraph) is noon 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, ; 
Jan. 17. 

http://www.hometowniife.com
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No place like home: Patriots rule own mats 
Livonia Franklin's wrestling 

team gave itself an early holiday 
present Saturday by winning its 
own Patriot Invitational. 

Franklin scored 315 points to 
lead the lO-team field followed 
by Northville and Ann Arbor 
Pioneer with 256.5 and 211.5, 
respectively. 

The Patriots came away with 
four individual titles led by Paul 

PREP WRESTLING 

Hanni (119 pounds), Brandon 
Billiau (145), Cody Hay (215) 
and Mike Modes (285), 

"This wasn't one of the harder 
tournaments that we will go to 
this year, but everyone got some 
good matches in," Franklin 
coach Dave Chiola said. "A lot 

of teams pulled out because 
it landed on the same day as 
Oakland County and Macomb 
County (tournaments) this year, 
but there were still some very 
good wrestlers at every weight. 
This format allowed everyone 
to get five matches and I was 
able to wrestle a lot of my JV 
kids." 

Runner-up finishers for the 

Patriots included Steve Tuyo 
(112), Elvin Ferreira (160), Don 
Stratz (171) and Matt Roos 
(160), the latter whom was 
competing for the Franklin 'B' 
team. 

Rian Klein (103), Erik Czech 
(125), Alex O'Connor (152) 
and Nick Simmons (189) each 
added fourths for Franklin. 

"With the snowstorm and the 

injuries we've had - this was 
a perfect tournament for us," 
Chiola said." January is going 
to be a big month - we have a 
lot of tough tournaments and 
meets. I just want to get every­
one healthy and on the mat so 
we can see what we have. The 
experience that my JV kids 
are getting right now will be 
important for the stretch run." 

Lutheran Westland had two 
individual champions - Laith 
Francis at 125 and Stephen 
Kemp at 171. Kemp edged 
Franklin's Stratz for the title, 
2-1. 

Other top finishers for 
the Warriors included Craig 
Kowalski (215), third; Justin 
Palka (140), fourth; and Breck 
Crandell (135), fifth. 

HOOPS 
FROM PAGE B1 

and he makes those around 
him better," Schoch said. "That 
elevates us as a team. If he was 
just fixated on numbers... the 
only number he's fixated on is 
the scoreboard." 

LESSON LEARNED 
Meanwhile, McKendry talked 

about the next step — where 
his team and one like Gabriel 
Richard might again go at it as 

premier teams — perhaps in the 
postseason. 

'1 talked (with players) early 
in the year about last year. We 
won 18 games and lost in the 
first round of the districts," 
McKendry said. "We learned 
our lesson. We're playing people 
that are very good, and we're 
just trying to learn and get bet­
ter so that at the end of the year 
we can beat a team like that 
(Gabriel Richard). It's better to 
take a loss early than late." 

McKendry added that Gabriel 
Richard has "a great team and 
you can tell they've played a lot 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two •weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(7&) 394-5260 

Publish: December 25,2008 
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of ball together." 
Akunne proved difficult to 

stop, whether slashing through 
the paint for a layup or launch­
ing along jumper. 

But he had substantial offen­
sive help from junior forward 
Matt Jenkins (22 points) and 
junior guard Josh Herbeck (21 
points, seven rebounds, five 
assists) as Gabriel Richard built 
leads of 24-11 after one quarter 
and 37-31 at the break. 

"Jenkins really had a phe­
nomenal game and I'm happy 
for him," Schoch said. "He's usu­
ally not that much of a scorer, 
but tonight he mentioned going 
into the game he was going to 
really be very aggressive. 

"When he hit those first 
couple jump shots, he really felt 
good about himself and that 
carried over to the rest of his 
game." 

BACK IN THE GAME 
Clarenceville actually con­

sidered itself in good shape at 
halftime, having erased much 
of an 18-point deficit during the 
final six minutes of the second 
quarter. 

Gabriel Richard built a 35-17 
lead early in the second, when 
McKendry called a timeout. 
The Trojans (1-2) allowed only 
two Akunne free throws the 
rest of the quarter, with Stewart 
registering 10 points during the 
stretch. 

Stewart took an inbounds 
pass under the Fighting Irish 
basket and threw down a slam 
with 2:20 remaining, making 
it a 35-27 contest. He then con­
nected on a beautiful finger roll 
and, with the horn sounding, 
sank a fadeaway jumper from 
the left flank. 

During intermission, 
McKendry and his players dis­
cussed getting over the hump 
and forcing Gabriel Richard out 
of its zone coverage. 

"We talked at halftime after 
we made our run, I mean we 
were down 18 and showed a 
lot of heart to cut it back to 
two (37-35 early in tifce third)," 
McKendry said. "We felt if we 
could ever get the lead, we could 
pull them out of their zone and 
try to make them play man-to­
man." 

The Trojans couldn't quite 

make it, falling behind 46-37 
with 5:45 left in the third. They 
did briefly flirt with another 
comeback, however, reducing 
that deficit to 48-44 with 4:40 
left in the stanza on another 
Stewart dunk. 

On that play, senior guard 
Darryl Whitaker (nine points, 
seven assists) sent a bounce pass 
from the right wing down low to 
Stewart, who slammed the ball 
through the cylinder. 

COMEBACK STALLS 
All that did was rile up the 

Fighting Irish, igniting a 17-7 
spurt to cap off a huge quarter 
(28 points) and go up 65-51 
entering the fourth. Combining 
for all 17 points during that 
surge were Akunne, Herbeck 
and Jenkins. 

"They just made plays, 
that's what good teams do," 
McKendry said. "We showed 
we're right there with them, 
(but) we just didn't make 
enough plays to get it done 
tonight." 

The deficit never was less 
than 10 points for the home 
team the rest of the night. 

"Jamie showed, against one 
of the best teams in the state, 
that he's as good as anyone out 
there," McKendry said. "We've 
got to get our other guys to step 
up a little bit and figure out how 
to play off of Jamie. 

"And Jamie's got to find his 
teammates when teams double 
him. Once we learn to do that a 
little bit, we'll be very tough to 
stop. But we gave up 85 points. 
You can't do that and win." 

Also in double figures for the 
Trojans were senior power for­
ward Jeremy Gainer (15 points, 
12 rebounds) and senior guard 
Nathan Clark (10 points). 

Clarenceville's Tuesday night 
game at Westland John Glenn 
(a makeup for Friday's snow-
related postponement) was 
postponed a second time. No 
date was announced for when 
the contest will take place. 

Next for the Trojans is 
Saturday's matchup against 
defending Detroit Public School 
League champion Detroit -
Northwestern at the Romulus 
Holiday Tournament. 

tsmith@hometownlife.com 

City of Westland 

Invitation to Bid 

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of westland Purchasing 
Division, 36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan, 48185-2298, on 
January 8. 2008 at 2:00 p.m. (no exceptions will be made for late 
filings) for the following: 

Official City Newspaper 

Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained 
from the Purchasing Office or' at http://www.CityofWeetland.com . 
The City of Westland reserves the right to reject any or all bids. 

. Jade M. Smith 
Controller 

City of Westland 
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Snowy Oaks running backs Joe 
DOnner and Billy Blitzen both 
eclipsed 1,000 yards rushing 
one season. 

"On the 25 and 36 pitch 
sweeps," one former teammate 
recalled, "Santa would get 
out in front of those running 
backs and yell, 'On Donner! 
On Blitzen!' It was pretty cool 
watching him pave a path for 
those guys." 

(Rumor has it there's some 
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Experience tells us that the best way t o help the most people is t o 
focus on the underlying causes of the most serious problems. Here in the 
Plymouth/Canton Community, we're focused on critical issues affecting families like 
health care, nutrition, family counseling and assistance in times of crisis. 

It takes the whole community working together to reach our goals in these areas. 
So* we bring together people from all across the community - people from industry 
and business, faith groups, non-profit, and people like you. If it requires fundraising, 
developing community partnerships, or just getting people to work together, that's 
what we do. 

Your United Way contribution goes to work bringing lasting change, right where 
you live. Because that's what matters. 

Plymouth Community United Way 
Investing In Our Community 

Your gift to Plymouth Community United 
Way makes a positive difference in the 
lives of thousands of people in the 
Plymouth/Canton community. 

Thank you. Everybody Matters. 

734-453-6879 www.plymouthunitedwiiy.org 
960 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Ste. 2, Plymouth, Ml 48170 
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Locations 
500 S, Harvoy, Plymouth 

6355 N. Canton Center, Canton 
47463 Michigan Avenue, Canton 

vintage footage of Claus in 
action on YouI\ibe, but I 
haven't been able to track it 
down yet.) 

Considering his lofty grid­
iron success, Claus could have 
been even better, one former 
teammate sighed, shaking his 
head. 

"That kid had all the skills, 
but he didn't have that mean 
streak that the great ones 
have," he lamented. "He was 
too, urn — what's the word 
I'm looking for? —jolly. If he 
hadn't of been so doggone jolly, 
I think he could have played at 
the next level." 

Legend has it that one 
Division II school — Candy 
Cane Tech — offered Claus 
a partial scholarship to play 
football, but he declined when 

KAREN L. KAYES, Attorney, 400 
Terrace Plaza, P0 Box 900, 
Muskegon, MI 49443-0900 
STATE OF MICHIGAN, PROBATE 
COURT, COUNTY OF WAYNE, Hie 
No. 2008-737362-DE 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Decedent's Estate 

Estate of Roy T. Syer, Deceased, Date 
of Birth: August 31,1925. 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 

The decedent, Roy T. Syer, who lived 
at 18925 Gillman Street, Livonia, 
Michigan, died August 3, 2003, 

Creditors of the decedent are notified 
that all claims against the estate will 
be forever barred unless presented to 
Jack T. Syer, named personal 
representative, or to both the probate 
court at 1305 CAYMC, Two "Woodward 

"Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226, and 
the named personal representative 
within 4 months after the date of 
publication of this notice. 

Personal Representative: Jack T. Syer, 
18936 Gillman Street, Livonia, 

he found out the school didn't 
offer a major in package distri­
bution. 

The rotund — but surpris­
ingly agile — Claus carried 
his passion for athletics to the 
wrestling mats as soon as foot­
ball season concluded. He dis­
covered modest success serving 
as his team's 285-pound heavy­
weight. 

However, as in football, he 
didn't quite reach his potential. 

"With his quickness, strength 
and smarts, he would nave 
been an outstanding — and 
I mean outstanding! — 215-
pounderifhejust could have 
shed a few pounds," one ex-
Snowy Oaks grappler insisted. 
"But he couldn't stay away from 
those darned milk and cook­
ies." 

In the spring, Claus starred 
as a thrower on the Snowy 
Oaks track-and-field team. 
While he posted solid num­
bers, it was his theatrics while 
throwing that drew most of the 
attention. 

"As soon as he launched the 
disc, he would grunt, then yell 
out something that sounded 
all the world like 'Merry 
Christmas!'" reflected his for­
mer track coach. "But it turns 
out what he was really saying 
was, 'Carry, Discus!" 

While Claus graduated from 
high school with nine varsity 
letters and a sleigh-ful of com-
petition-stoked memories, he's 
regarded by many North Pole 
residents as somewhat of an 
underachiever due to his laid-
back disposition. 

"Looking back now," one of 
Claus's high school buddies 
said recently, "it's a good thing 
he didn't reach his athletic 
potential. I mean, what if he 
would have really excelled in 
football, played in college and 
been drafted by the NFL? Who 
would have delivered all those 
presents on Christmas Eve 
— the Easter Bunny?" 

ewright@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2108 

KITCHEN REFACING 

Joe Gannon 
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Includes Installation 

50% SAVIN6S 
OR MORE! 

FREE ESTIMATES 

" cabinet clinic 
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Lunch 11 am - 5pm "IT" Dinner 
Buy Entree 

j f c U / O U r r i $ 9 . 9 5 o r m o r e , [; 

j Total Food Bill I Get 2nd 1/2 off » 
I ludes Alcohol. Not to be used m "Excludes Alcohol. Not to be t 
| other offers or daily specials. | | j u s e d with other offers or daily | 
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Convenient & Easy to Get To! 

734-459-4190 
1020 W. Ann Arbor Rd.. P lymouth . Mf 4 3 i 7 J 

www.bculdersbnr.t'om 
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Wayne Memorial Clarenceville 
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Churchill Stevenson Plymouth 
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Connor Martin Brad Bond 

Garden City 
Jamonne Chester Jerome Scales 

Redf. Covenant John Glenn 
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Darryl Whitaker 

Clarenceville 

FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 

Mark McRobb, Sr. QBr liv. 
Franklin: The 5-10,180-pound 
senior quarterback completed 
59 percent of his passes for a 
total of 1,359 yards. 

McRobb also threw for 13 
touchdowns and was inter­
cepted only three times. He 
also rushed for 530 yards and 
four TDs. 

On the defensive side, 
McRobb had a total of 55 tack­
les and four interceptions en 
route to All-KLAA and Detroit 
News All-Metro West honors. 

"Mark was best surprise of 
the season," Franklin coach 
Chris Kelbert said. "We would 
not have had a good season if 
Mark was able to handle the 
offense the way he did. He is 
one of the best athletes we had 
in our program." 

Jacob Gudeman, Sr. QB, Liv. 
Stevenson: The 5-10,170-
pound senior quarterback got 
hot at the right time during 
Stevenson's run to the Division 
1 state semifinals. 

Gudeman, an All-KLAA 
pick, was 93;of-157 passing for 
1,340 yards with nine TDs and 
eight interceptions. He also 
rushed for 206 yards. 

"Jake came into the sea­
son poised and confident," 
Stevenson coach Tim Gabel 
said, "and only got sharper as 
the season progressed. 

"In a six-game stretch, 
including the playoffs, he hit 
just under 75 percent of his 
passes, and really was the dif­
ference in several big wins." 

Austin White, Jr. RB, Liv. 
Stevenson: The 6-foot, 187-
pound junior rushed for 1,610 
yards on 228 carries (7-0 per 
attempt) and also caught 21 
passes for 310 yards. 

The Associated Press 
Division 1 All-Stater accounted 
for 28 rushing TDs and caught 
four TD passes. He also aver­
aged 31 yards per kickoff 
return. 

"Austin has an incredible 
knack for making big plays," 
Gabel said of the All-KLAA 
pick and defensive back. "His 
ability to affect the outcome 
of the game in so many areas 
made him a difference maker." 

De'Andre Alexander, Sr, RB, Red. 
Thurston: Whenever a big play 
needed to be made for Mega 
Gold champion Thurston, the 
tough-as-nails Alexander came 
through — whether at running 
back or outside linebacker. 
He was a key factor in the 
Eagles reaching the playoffs 
for the first time in five years, 
earning team MVP honors 
with 974 yards rushing in 164 
attempts in addition to 165 
yards on kickoff returns (20.6-
yard average) and five catches 
for 46 yards. On defense, the 
Mega Gold first-team selection 
racked up 71 tackles, including 
five for losses. 

"He's as hard a working kid 
that I've ever coached, both 
during the season and the off­
season," said veteran Thurston 
head coach Bob Snell. "His 
work ethic really made him an 
excellent player. It's great to 
have a kid like that have a pay­
offlike this." 

Kiere Daniels, Sr. RB, Canton: 
The transfer from Belleville 
was an offensive force in the 
Chiefs' Wing-T running attack, 
amassing 1,449 total yards 
(1,170 rushing) and 13 touch­
downs. He earned first team 
All-KLAA honors after averag­
ing 9-1 yards per carry. Daniels 
has earned interest from Butler 
University' football program. 

"Kiere made a lot of big plays 
for us this season, running and 
catching the ball," said Canton 
coach Tim Baechler. "He gave 
us some much-needed speed." 

Terrance Guthridge, Sr. RB, 
Plymouth: The senior speed­
ster was the catalyst of the 
Wildcats' offense, rushing for 
1,201 yards on 223 carries 
while catching 10 passes for 
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Jerome Scales, Sr. DB, Westland 6lenn 

Oarryi Whitaker, Ail-Purpose, 
Clarenceville 

COACH OF THE YEAR 
Ryan Irish., Liv. Clarenceville 

SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
Ryan Smith, Sr. QB,Red.Thurston 

Kevin Delapaz.Jr, OB, Canton-
Adam Payter, Jr. RB, Canton 

Levonte' Brooks, Jr. RB, Clarenceville 
Richard Haley, Sr,RB, Wayne 

Mike Baumgartner, Jr. RB, Liv. Franklin 
B\U Konvalis, Sr. 88, Liv. ChurehiH 

ZaekMamed,Sr.WR, Plymouth 
Cameron Mitchell, Sr. TE, Red. 

Thurston 
Df ew Grabowski, Sr. OL, Saiem 
Carter Staffeld, Jr. OL, Canton 

Johnathan Edwards, Sr. OL, Red. 
Covenant 

Tony iitis, Sr. OL, Redford Union 
Sam Ahiersmeyer, Sr. OL, Luth. 

Westland 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
Jake Gilbert, Sr. OL, Plymouth 

Jason Hu. Sr. DL, Canton 
De'Ondre Hogan, Soph. LB, 

Clarenceville 
Sheldon Hankins, Sr. LB, Westland 

Glenn 
Kyle Hobbins, Sr. LB, Liv. Stevenson 
Kyren Boyd, Sr. DB, Westland Glenn 
Kyron Nelson, Sr. DB, Red. Thurston 
Connor Leidal, Sr. DB, Liv, Franklin 

Nick Sweda,Sr,DB., Canton 
Mark Grlsa, Sr. DB, Liv. Stevenson 
Michael Pack Sr. DB, Garden City 

Grant Morgan, Sr. DB, Liv. Ch«rchilf 
Heath Parling, Sr, All-Purpose, Sglern 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Churchill; Nathan Zak, Eric Perlowski, 

Alexander Bay; Franklin: Brandon Lane, 
Don Stratz, Mike Gadsby; Canton: Rohn 
Gaudi, David Wilcox, Alex Dixon, Bryan 
Gerst, Bonny Barlow, Daniel Stoney; 
Stevenson: Steve Eideh, Rich Sayid, Zeb 
Bacisal, Stephen Pollard, Austin Mfcailef, 
Zac Whalen, Andrew Nelson; Jordan 
El-Sabeh; Plymouth: Travis Mewton, 
Alex Winch, Matt Skubik, Kelly Waite, 
Connor McKinney, Matt Frlebe; Saiem: 
Justin Bashi, Anthony Mullins, Austin 
Root; John Glenn: Taylor Arancibta, 
Steve Murphy, Chase Glover, Steve Smith; 
Wayne: Alex Bledsoe, CJ. Johnson, 
Zakk Hardyniec; Eric Story, Keith Agee; 
Lutheran Westland: Ethan Hailer, 
Stephen Kemp; Clarenceville: Joe 
8aer, Joe Haspala; Redford Ttiarstem 
Deon Freeman, Kareem Gayman, Marty 
Johnson, Josh Bobbish. Cosmas Ireland: 
Redford Union: DwuanBurris. Jacob 
Biach, Julian Rive/a; Garden City: Bryan 
Grace, C, J. Rayburn; Red. Covenant: 
Gominique Wiltems, Calen Spencer. 

51. Although not exceptionally 
big, he was hard to bring down 
between the tackles. 

"Terrance is pound-for-
pound one of the toughest 
and hardest-hitting football 
players I have ever coaches," 
said Plymouth coach Mike 
Sawchuk. "At 150 pounds, he 
was the workhorse for our 
offense, averaging over 20 
carries a game. He is a fierce 
competitor who hates to lose at 
anything." 

David Caioia, Sr. RB, Redford 
Union: The valuable, versatile, 
hard-hitting Caioia proved to 
be a workhorse in the backfield 
in 2008, rushing 140 times for 
1,119 yards (8 yards per carry) 
while scoring 11 touchdowns 
along with nine two-point con­
versions. 

RU coach Miles Tomasaitis 
moved the third-year player 
from fullback to halfback fol­
lowing a teammate's injury 
and proceeded to rack up two 
straight 100-yard games. 

"David was the hardest hit­
ter on our team, whether it 
was running the ball, block- . 
ing or tackling (he also played 
safety)/' Tomasaitis said. "He 
brought his whole body into the 
hits he made no matter what 
the size of his opponent." 

Caioia was an All-Mega 
White first-team selection and 
team co-captain and continued 
the Panthers' string of out­
standing "go-to players" in the 

backfield during recent years, 
Tomasaitis added. 

Wade Stahl, Sr. WR, Liv. 
Stevenson: The 6-foot, 180-
pound senior wide receiver had 
39 receptions for 616 yards and 
four TDs. 

He also rushed for 538 yards 
on 93 carries (5.7 per attempt) 
with and 10 TDs. 

Stahl also excelled as a 
return specialist with averag­
ing 27.5 per kick return (with 
one TD) and 17-5 per punt 
return. 

"Wade combines incredible 
balance, hands and vision with 
great intelligence," Gabel said. 
"He could line up in multiple 
spot on offense, and be a threat 
to score from any one of them, 
at any time." 

Jeff Ricketts, Sr. WR, Liv. 
Churchill: The 5-8,175^pound 
senior scored 17 TDs this sea­
son, while leading the Chargers 
in total yardage, receiving 
yards and return yards. 

Ricketts, also carries at 3.7 
GPA, set a Churchill record 
with a 96-yard punt return 
and also held the school mark 
for receptions (13) and yards 
receiving (213) in a game, both 
against Canton. 

"Jeff maybe is the best 
offensive talent I've had here 
at Churchill," coach John 
Filiatraut said of the All-KLAA 
pick. "He was a complete player 
who blocked, ran and caught 
the ball well. What sets him 
apart is what he can do with 
the ball once he gets it. He was 
a treat to score every time he 
touched the ball. He was fun to 
watch." 

Dakota Dark-Bird, Jr. TE, 
Canton: The junior was one of 
the most punishing blockers 
in the area from his tight end 
position. He was also one of 
just two players who started on 
both sides of the ball for the 10-
2 Chiefs. When thrown to, he 
displayed reliable hands, secur­
ing four catches for 140 yards, 
including a 91-yard TD. 

"Dakota is a very physi­
cal player and a devastating 
blocker at the right tight end 
position," said Baechler. "He's a 
big-time hitter on the defensive 
side of the ball, too. Playing 
both ways like he did, Dakota 
was a big part of the success we 
had this season." 

Michael Bratcher, Sr. C, 
Redford Union: A key reason 
for Caloia's running success 
and of the entire team (2,337 
rushing yards) was the power­
ful, consistent play of the 6-1, 
225-pound Bratcher at center, 
which Tomasaitis called the 
most important position of the 
offense. 

"Mike has pretty good feet 
for his size and is the strongest 
kid on our team," Tomasaitis 
saic}. "That combination led to 
some great runs and devastat­
ing blocks." 

Bratcher, a two-time All-
Mega White first-team selec­
tion and co-captain, also guid­
ed the defense at linebacker, 
setting the alignment. 

Justin Sneddon, Sr. OL, Canton: 
Despite his 5-foot-9, barely-
over-200-pounds stature, 
Sneddon was a force for the 
Chiefs this season. So much 
so that he merited first-team 
All-State accolades and KLAA 
"Offensive Player of the Year" 
laurels. After being inserted 
into the Chiefs' starting defen­
sive unit late in the season, he 
racked up 41.5 tackles. 

"Justin had a great year 
for us," said Baechler. "He's a 
350-pound bencher, which is 
phenomenal when you look at 
his size. He's one of those kids 
who's quick, strong and loves 
to hit people. He dominated for 
us on the offensive line." 

Robert Tolentino, Sr. OL, 
Red. Thurston: Although All-
Observer second-team quar­
terback Ryan Smith led a bal­
anced offense to a division title 
and playoff berth, it's a good 

bet that wouldn't have hap­
pened without the outstanding 
work up front by Tolentino. 

For starters, Tolentino never 
came off the field as an offen­
sive tackle and defensive end. 
Out of 147 passing attempts, 
he only gave up one sack. The 
Mega Gold first-team selection 
and Thurston's Most Valuable 
Lineman also forced two fum­
bles and defense and returned 
one of them for a touchdown. 

"Robert just got the most 
out of his abilities," said Snell. 
"He's an undersized kid to play 
offensive and defensive line, 
but he's so good technique wise 
and with his work ethic,... that 
allowed him to be an excellent 
two-way player for us." 

Jake Morris, Sr. OL, Westland 
Glenn: The 6-2,267-pound 
senior anchored the Rockets' 
offensive line en route to All-
KLAA honors. Morris was a 
team captain and two-year 
starter. 

"Jake anchored our offensive 
line at left tackle," Glenn coach 
Tim Hardin said. "He was a 
team captain and a tremen­
dous leader by example. With 
a great work ethic, Jake was as 
dependable as they come. Jake 
is also a great student in the 
classroom and in the hallways 
at school. 

Kyle Brindza, Soph. K, 
Plymouth: Brindza is the first 
place-kicker in recent mem­
ory to earn a spot on the All-
Observer football team — and 
for good reason. The 10th-
grader connected on 9-of-12 
field goals this season, includ­
ing three from at least 40 yards 
out. His biggest three-pointer 
came against Livonia Franklin 
when he delivered a 32-yard 
game winner with no time left 
on the clock. Brindza was a 
field-position difference-maker 
for the Wildcats as 30 of his 48 
kick-offs were not returned. 

"When people think of kick­
ers, they think of field goals 
and extra points — I think of 
defense," said Sawchuk. "When 
you have a kicker who can kick 
it in the end zone on a regular 
basis, it makes the opposing 
team have to drive 80 yards 
to score. It is also nice to have 
the confidence to kick a field 
goal from 50 yards and in. Kyle 
has a great work ethic and will 
probably be recruited by a top-
20 program. He is only a soph­
omore, so there is still room for 
improvement." 

FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

Pat Madish, Sr. DL, Canton: 
Madish displayed an uncanny 
nose for the ball, registering 56 
tackles and a team-high seven 
sacks for the Chiefs' swarming 
defense. 

"He's an undersized guy, 
but he's so strong and fast," 
said Baechler. "He has a great 
motor. He's so hard to block 
because he always keeps his 
hands and legs moving. He 
made a lot of big plays for our 
defense. He's one of those play­
ers who flies all over the field." 

Nate Coleman, Jr. DL, Liv. 
Franklin: The 6-3,280-pound 
junior captain and two-year 
starter was force on both sides 
of the line. 

Defensively, Coleman fin­
ished with 76 tackles, three 
sacks, five tackles for loss and 
two forced fumbles. 

"Nate was an anchor on both 
the defensive and offensive 
lines," Kelbert said. "He has 
tremendous strength and has 
the potential to be great. He is 
also a great student maintain­
ing a 3.4 GPA." 

Ramsey Hart, Sr. DL, 
Wayne: The 6-2,195-pound 
senior played both ways on the 
offensive line and at defender 
end where he made 57 total 
tackles. 

"Ramsey has a great motor," 
Wayne coach Kevin Weber 
said. "He loves to play football, 
loves to hit, and loves, pain. 

"He was also the long snap­

per and was quite talented at 
that. Ramsey was either faster 
than the guy he went against, 
or he was stronger." 

Jeremy Gainer, Sr. LB, Liv. 
Clarenceville: Michigan State 
University didn't waste much 
time coming after the dynamic 
Gainer, who was a cog in the 
wheel for the playoff-bound 
Trojans. 

Showing his considerable 
versatility, Gainer moved from 
the defensive secondary to 
linebacker and still earned 
Metro Conference defensive 
MVP honors for the second 
consecutive time. An All-Metro 
first-team pick, he tallied 100 
tackles and five quarterback 
sacks while chipping in at run­
ning back. 

"Jeremy is a tremendous ath­
lete," said Clarenceville head 
coach Ryan Irish. "He has the 
ability to make plays all over 
the field." 

Devin Moynihan, Sr. LB, Liv. 
Churchill: The 5-11,215-pound 
senior earned first-team All-
Observer honors for the second 
straight year after breaking 
his own school record this year 
with 145 total tackles despite a 
shoulder injury. 

Moynihan, who carries a 
3.5 GPA, also holds the school 
record for career tackles (342) 
in 2.5 varsity season. He had 
four games this year of 20 or 
more tackles. 

"Devin was a very productive 
player at 'Mike' linebacker for 
us," Filiatraut said. "He added 
toughness and smart to a our 
defense over the past two years. 
He is one of those players that 
you really can't replace." 

Wyatt Stahl, Sr. LB, Liv. 
Stevenson: The 6-foot, 170-
pound senior finished with 
136 total tackles, including 11 
for losses and two sacks while 
making the All-KLAA squad. 

"Wyatt's great talent for get­
ting to the ball carrier was 
perfectly complemented by his 
passion for preparation," Gabel 
said, "he knew the opponents 
inside-and-out, and thrived 
over-playing tendencies." 

Ronnie Goble, Sr. LB, Plymouth: 
Opposing offensive coordina­
tors often designed their game-
plan to run the opposite side 
Goble was stationed at as much 
as possible. The Division 1 
recruit registered 38 solo tack­
les, 26 assists and 10 tackles for 
losses. Offensively, he snared 
20 passes for 346 yards (17-3 
yards per catch). 

"Ronnie is one of the most 
technically sound football play­
ers I have ever seen at the high 
school level," said Sawchuk. 
"He is the strongest football 
player that we have ever had 
here at Plymouth. He has an 
unbelievable work ethic on and 
off the field. He is a great foot­
ball player, but an even greater 
person." 

Brad Bond, Sr. LB, Garden City: 
There wasn't much to cheer 
about for the Cougars, who 
finished 2-7. But the steady, 6-
0,205-pound Bond definitely 
provided winning character 
and ability at linebacker as well 
as running back and punter. 

"Brad has been one of the 
best linebackers I have coached 
at Garden City High School," 
said Cougars' head coach Mike 
Salter. "He is a hard-nosed 
player; He plays from sideline 
to sideline and always ends up 
in the play. He is also a hard 
runner who breaks a lot of 
tackles." 

Bond made 60 tackles, 
assisted on 45 others and col­
lected several sacks while con­
tributing more than 400 yards 
and six touchdowns on offense. 
His efforts were rewarded with 
selection to the All-Mega Blue 
first team. 

Connor Martin, Sr. LB, 
Plymouth: A three-year var­
sity contributor, Martin made 
life difficult from his middle 
linebacker position sideline to 

sideline. He recorded 90 solo 
tackles and 51 assists. Eighteen 
of his stops were behind the 
line of scrimmage. Martin also 
picked off two passes. 

"Connor was the heart and 
soul of our defense for the past 
two-and-a-half years," said 
Sawchuk. "His aggressiveness 
and uncanny ability to read 
offenses are a tribute to his work 
ethic on and off the field. Connor 
will have an immediate impact 
on his team at the next level."" 

Covenant: Chester is headed to 
Indiana University next year, 
and he again showed why with 
a penchant for explosive, big-
gaining plays on both sides of 
the football. 

The Southeast Michigan 
Football Conference first-
teamer and Covenant MVP 
picked off five passes and 
returned two for TDs in addi­
tion to collecting 619 yards and 
four scores on kickoff returns. 
He also was spectacular at 
wide receiver (10 catches for 
321 yards and four TDs), run­
ning back (25-244,3 TDs) and 
quarterback (29-59,634 yards, 
9 TDs). 

Jerome Scales, Sr. DB, Westland 
Glenn: The 5-11,201-pound 
senior captain did it all for the 
Rockets playing both sides of 
the ball. 

On offense, the All-KLAA 
selection rushed for 696 yards 
and passed for 722 to go along 
with six TDs. 

"Jerome was very danger­
ous as a duel threat to run 
and pass," Hardin said. "He 
was also a three-year varsity 
starter on defense. He had 
great games against Canton 
and Walled Lake Western lead­
ing out team to victory in each 
case with over 100 yards rush­
ing in each game." 

Darryl Whitaker, Sr. All-
Purpose, Liv. Clarenceville: Like 
Chester, Whitaker did it all this 
season. Not only was he a dan­
gerous threat at running back 
(120-857,16 TDs), he helped 
move the chains as quarter­
back — completing 16 of 37 
attempts for 612 yards and 
three scores. 

Add to that solid play at 
defensive back and it shouldn't 
surprise arfyone that the 
Trojans swept through the 
Metro Conference. 

"The best thing about Darryl 
was that he got better as the 
year went on," said Irish, 
"Games are bigger at the end 
of the year, and this is when he 
played his best." 

For his efforts, Whitaker was 
named to the All-Metro first 
team. 

Ryan Irish, Coach, Liv. 
Clarenceville: This season 
marked a big turnaround for 
the Trojans, with the team fin­
ishing 9-2 and Capturing the 
Metro Conference title before 
bowing out to Almont, 28-21, 
in a Division 5 district final. 

The strong communica­
tion skills and football savvy 
possessed by Irish obviously 

helped push the 
team to the top. 
But he insisted 
that his players 
and assistant 

EZif, 
Ryan Irish 
Coach of the 
Year 

coaches should 
get the credit. 

"I am only 
as good as the 
people around 
me,? Irish said. 
"My staff of Joe 
Bodo,Chad . 

Teague, Brady Gustafson, John 
Wallace, Chase Moore and Ed 
Watkins really made the differ­
ence this year." 

Irish added that the maturity 
of players and their willingness 
to heed what the coaches told 
them also had a lot to do with 
the championship success the 
Trojans enjoyed in 2008. "This 
season truly was a team effort 
in everything we accomplished." 
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BUSINESS MILESTONES 

ANNIVERSARIES 

A tuneful 30 years 
Local disc jockeys Mike and Debbie 
Brown of Garden City, better known 
as The Gold Tones, are celebrating 30 
years of making music at banquets, 
hall parties, weddings and the like. The 
business was started by Mike Brown 
in 1979 at a fund-raiser at St. Gerard's 
parish. Debbie joined him in 1984 Their 
repertoire ranges from today's.mtisic. 
back to the '40s and anything from 
country to rap, pop, disco antferock and 
rock. They cail themselves DJ enter­
tainers, lip-synch(ng.and pantomiming 
with real instfumerits,real guitars, 
saxes and trumpets, but the sounds 
come out of the CDs. For more informa­
tion, call the Browns at (734) 421-0752 
or by e-mail at goidtones@aol.com, 

SPECIAL EVEtfTS 
Night on the ice 

The Canton Chamber Ambassadors 
will present "A Night on the Ice" dur­
ing the Plymouth Whalers vs. Sudbury 

. hockey game at 7:05 p.m., on Saturday, 
Jan. 24, at Compuware Sports Arena in 
Plymouth Township. The event is good 
for families, groups, co-workers, etc. 
Tickets are $11 per person, while kids 
age 12 and under are free. There will 
also be a locker room tour for the kids 
following the game (no adults allowed 
in the locker room). Call the Chamber 
office for details and to register at 

; (734).453-4040. 
Consumer Expo 

The Canton Chamber of Commerce 
Consumer Expo will take place from 
.5-7:30 p.m., Fee, 12 at Summit on the 
Park The Chamber is looking for 
exhibitors. Each exhibitor is expected 
to provide a door prize valued at 
$25. Door prizes will be drawn at 
your exhibit during the Expo. Each 
exhibitor will gain special recogni­
tion during the drawing of their door 
prize. Exhibitor applications wili be 
accepted on a first come/first serve 
basis (limited space). For more infor­
mation, contact the Chamber at (734) 

453-4040. 
Warm Coats, Warm Hearts 

Have a coat hanging irs the closet 
you don't know what to do with? Why 
not donate it to the second annual * 
Warm Hearts and Warm Coats Drive 
taking piace through Jan. 16. You 
can drop off coats for men, women 
and children at the Burlington Coat 
Factory store at 9321 Telegraph Road, 
Redford, and at 35555 Warren-Road,•,. 
Westland. Coats should be in good, 
condition with working fasteners,' 
no rips and no stains. Donors will 
receive' a receipt for tax purposes. v., 

'thecoats will be distributed to the • 
needy by the Detroit Rescue Mission. 

Food collection 
TCF Bank is making it easier for you . 

. to donate food to feed the needy in 
-. our communities this winter. Through 

Dec. 31, all of TCF's branches are 
serving as a collection site for non-
perishable foods. Stop by the TCF 
branch at 37151 Warren Road and 360 
S. Merriman, both in Westland: 33200 

Plymouth Road and 13401 Middlebelt 
Road, both in Livonia, and 45375 • 
Ford and 46140 Michigan Ave., both 
in Canton, to drop off your donation. 
Collected food will be donated to 
local food banks in early January. For 
your convenience, TCF Bank is open 
seven days. For more information, 
call (800) TCF-Bank (800-823-2263). 

OKfffiSHElF * 
i spot of tea 
You'll find more than vitamins at 
The Vitamin Shoppe in Westland. 
The store also features a selection 
of organic and original teas and tea 
items. Some of the hottest natural 
teas are TeaZen by TwinLabs ($17.99 
for 2 fluid ounces/60 servings), a 
liquid blend of white tea concentrate 
and organic-white tea: Relax Tea 
by Pukka ($6.96 for 20 tea bags), a 
calming, sweet mellow blend of tea 
to help you unwind: Organic & Fair 
Trade Goji Berry Pomegranate Ice 
Tea by Zhena's Gypsy Tea ($7.99 for 

LEARN BUSINESS BASICS 

Business owners and entrepreneurs who need assistance are 
invited to seminars in January offered by the Oakland County 
Business Center. Business Basics workshops are now offered in 
the evenings on alternating months. Here's a schedule: 

• Start a Business is a seminar for anyone thinking about 
going into business. Participants examine their entrepreneurial 
skills, learn how to implement their ideas and receive a list of 
pitfalls to avoid when starting a business. The class runs from 
9 a.m. to noon on Thursday, Jan. 15 at the Oakland County 
Executive Office Building Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac 
Lake Road, west of Telegraph, "VVaterforcl For locatiop and prV* 
registration, call (248) 858-0783. The fee is "$30. 

• Find time in your schedule to spend it with Listening to 
Your Business, a half-day workshop from FastTrac. No one 
knows your business better than you. The. class is held from 
8 a.m. to noon on Friday, Jan. 16, at the Oakland County 
Executive Office Building Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac \ 
Lake Road, west of Telegraph, Waterford. For location specifics 
and pre-registration, call (248) 858-0783. The fee is $95. 

five 1-quart tea pillows), packed with 
powerful antioxidants for a refresh­
ing ice tea treat, and Snowf lakes 
Tea by the Tea Spot ($10.99 for 1.4 
ounces/makes 10-50 cups of tea), 

a loose tea made with the most 
delicate of reserve harvest white tea 
leaves. You'll find more at the store 
at 35599 Warren Road or go online to 
www.vitaminshoppe.com. 
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Mary Bowman and Ed Yono of the Wine Baron Party Store with deli sandwiches, one of the highlights at the store. 

Wine Baron stresses fresh 
ingredients, customer service 
Tel) us about your business, 
including the types of services 
and/or products you feature: 

Wine Baron offers a wide 
selection of deli sandwiches 
and salads made daily with 
only fresh ingredients, and we 
do not use any process meats. 
Our most popular sandwich 
is the West Side sub which 
has five different meats and a 
special Italian dressings All 
of our meats are fresh. We 
offer fresh homemade soups 
daily. We customize holiday 
gift baskets to your needs. 
Dearborn Hams are also 
available during the holiday 
season. 

What makes your business unique: 
Wine Baron stocks a 

variety of wine and beer. 
We also carry many micro 
brews. Wine Baron has an 
extensive liquor inventory. We 
carry liquors that are unique 
and if you are looking for a 
particular brand of liquor, if 
we don't have it, we will be 
happy to order it for you. The 

Jacque Martin-Downs, 
LMSW, BCD of Northville 
has been recertified as a 
Board Certified Diplomate 
in Clinical Social Work, a 
prestigious national cre­
dential for advanced clini­
cal social workers. Issued 
by the American Board of 
Examiners in Clinical Social 
Work (ABE), the BCD is 
annually renewable ba§ed on 
high levels of professional 
achievement and mainte­
nance of state licensure in 
good standing. 

Martin-Downs maintains a 
private clinical practice with 
a special focus on children/ 
adolescents and families at 
426 S. Main St. ,Northville. 
She received her graduate 

WINE BARON 

Business: Wine Baron 

Owner: Eddie Yono 

Hometown: Southfield 

Business opened: 1937 

Number of employees: 7 
Business specialty: Deli, liquor 

Hours of operations: 9 a.m. to 

midnight, Monday-Thursday, 9 

a.m. to 2 a.m. Friday-Saturday, 10 

a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday. 

Phone: (313) 533-WINE (9463) 

real reason this store stands 
out in the neighborhood is we 
give personalized service to 
every customer that comes 
in. Our goal is to make our 
customers feel like family and 
friends and we would like to 
thank the people of Redford 
for supporting us for the last 
70 years. 

How did you first decide to open 
your own business: 

MORE NEWSMAKERS 

education at the University 
of Michigan in 1989 and 
has a master's degree in spe­
cial education from Eastern 
Michigan University, as well. 

Her practice specializes in 
anxiety, depression, phobias, 
school difficulties, relation­
ship issues and substance 
abuse. 

She can be reached at (800) 
940-3808. 

Ajay Gupta, M.D., 
Thoracic Surgery, has joined 
the staff of St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital in Livonia. 

Gupta received his under­
graduate and medical 
degrees in general surgery 
from Wayne State University, 
and completed a residency at 

While I was growing up, 
my father owned several 
restaurants and bars. I would 
stock the bars and kitchen 
and watch my dad as he 
ran the business. I learned 
from him how to be a good 
business man. He still teaches 
me today and will give me 
business advice. 

How did you decide to locate in 
the Redford community: 

When Wine Baron was on 
the market to be sold, I saw 
a good business opportunity 
so I went for it. After the 
sale, I learned what exactly 
I had bought. I had bought 
a business that was a unique 
store with loyal employees. 
Mary (Bowman) has worked 
for Wine Baron for 37 years. 
There are many customers 
that know her and love her. 
Her dedication and devotion 
showed me that I had made 
an excellent investment. I 
have made many friends in 
Redford since I purchased 
Wine Baron. 

Saint Joseph Mercy Hospital, 
Ann Arbor. He completed a 
fellowship in cardiothoracic 
surgery at the University 
of Texas, San Antonio, and 
a fellowship in Minimally 
Invasive Thoracic Surgery at 
the University of Minnesota. 

He is board certified in 
thoracic surgery and a mem­
ber of the Society of Thoracic 
Surgeons, American 
Association for Thoracic 
Surgery, and Michigan State 
Medical Society. 

Gupta's office, 
Cardiovascular & Thoracic 
Surgeons of Ann Arbor, PC, 
is located at 14555 Levan 
Road, Suite E-402, Livonia, 
(734) 779-0750. 

BUSINESS NEWSMAKERS 

St. Mary Mercy adds to Campaign with Gala 
St. Mary Mercy Hospital is moving closer 

to achieving its goal of upgrading its cancer 
and cardiac services, thanks to money raised 
at its recent 16th Annual Gala. Held at the 
Sheraton Detroit Novi, the black-tie affair 
raised more than $125,000 in support of the 
hospital's Caring for the Future Campaign, 
benefiting the advancement of cancer care and 
cardiac services offered in the Our Lady of 
Hope Cancer Center and the Heart & Vascular 
Center at the Livonia-based hospital. 

"With the outstanding community support 
of the gala, this brings us closer to our cam­
paign goal and assists us in continuing to offer 
the latest cancer and cardiac technology to the 
patients we serve," said Richard DeLoof, vice 
president of development at St. Mary Mercy . 
Hospital. 

While the hospital has made a $27 million 
investment to upgrade cancer and cardiac 
services, $5 million was needed from philan­
thropy to achieve the vision. With the involve­
ment of many donors and friends, the Caring 
for the Future Campaign has raised more than 
$4.9 million. 

"The campaign has been a catalyst for lead­
ing-edge technology, new services and recent 
expansions that offer state-of-the-art facilities 
to St. Mary Mercy Hospital patients," DeLoof 
said. "As our efforts near completion, con­
tinued support of our campaign is needed to 

reach our goal." 
At the event, the hospital recognized the 

generosity of the 16th Annual gala sponsors 
- platinum, Temperature Services Inc.; gold, 
AIM Construction Inc., Concord EMS and 
Guardian Plumbing & Heating, Inc.; sil­
ver, Barton Malow Company, Huron Valley 
Ambulance, Livonia Radiology PC and 
Phillips Service Industries, Inc. and bronze, 
Bumler Mechanical, Daudlin DeBeaupre & 
Company, Flowers on the Avenue, Greenfield 
Health Systems, Kupelian Ormond & Magy 
PC, Landscape America Inc., and Michigan 
Heart PC. 

A part of the St. Joseph Mercy Health 
System, St. Mary Mercy is a 304-bed hos­
pital offering 24-hour Emergency Center, 
Heart & Vascular Center, Cancer Center, 
Birthing Center, Women's Center, Center for 
Joint Replacement, Inpatient and Outpatient 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Units, 
Sleep Center, Wound Care Center and 
Michigan Bariatric Institute. It offers same-
day diagnostic testing and a variety of commu­
nity health education services. 

People interested in making a gift to the 
campaign or to speak with a St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital Foundation representative, call (734) 
655-2980. A list of naming opportunities also 
is available. Visit its Web site at www.stmary-
mercy.org. 

Jason and Robin Beeman (from left), Richard DeLoof, vice president of development, and Cheryl and Tom 
Korpela were among guests at St. Mary Mercy Hospital's 16th annual Gala. 

Here's your chance to showcase your business on a page geared to 
business in your community. 

By advertising alongside features geared toward local business, you 
can reach your target audience faster. 

If it's important to you, 
it's important to us. 
For advertising information, please call: 
Oakland County: 2 4 8 - 9 0 1 - 2 5 0 0 
Wayne County: 7 3 4 - 5 8 2 - 8 3 6 3 
West Oakland County: 2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:goidtones@aol.com
http://www.vitaminshoppe.com
http://www.stmarymercy.org
http://www.stmarymercy.org
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Former Stevenson High OB facing charges in MSU brawl 
BYJOEREXRODE 

GANNETT NEWS SERVICE 

Two people are facing charges 
in connection with the Oct. 19 
fight involving Michigan State 
hockey and football players, the 
Ingham County Prosecutor's 
office confirmed today. 

East Lansing 54-B District 
Court documents show that 
freshman running back Glenn 
Winston will face three counts 
of misdemeanor aggravated 
assault, while walk-on fresh­
man defensive back Mitchell 
White of Livonia will be 

assault and bat­
tery, at arraign­
ments to be 
scheduled. 

The individu­
als have not 
been named 
by the prose­
cutor's office 
because they 

have not yet been arraigned on 
the charges, Ingham County 
Prosecutor Stuart Dunnings III 
said. Warrants have been issued 
for their arrests. 

The three count's of aggra­
vated assault could mean a 
m a v i m n m r \ a n o H I T I-I-P a I T Q I V i n 

Mitchell White 

jail for Winston. The assault 
and battery charge for White 
carries a maximum sentence of 
93 days in jail. 

Dunnings said the incident 
took place at a party at a house 
that was "principally occupied 
by hockey players." Two men 
were "having a discussion 
about a female," Dunnings said, 
and that led to an altercation 
between some of their friends. 

That fight ended, and one 
of the people involved left and 
brought back some friends, 
Dunnings said. Heavy fighting 
ensued. 

ries to two people who really 
weren't fighting," Dunnings 
said. "I don't know how else to 
put it. They were just kind of 
there." 

MSU hockey player A. J. 
Sturges was one of those who 
received injuries. He was briefly 
hospitalized with a head injury 
after the incident. 

According to the Associated 
Press, Michigan State athletic 
director Mark Hollis said in 
a statement Monday that "no 
member of the university com­
munity should experience this 
kind of injury." 

with the circumstances and 
actions that led to these 
charges, I respect the integrity 
and approach of our coach­
ing staffs, East Lansing Police 
Department and prosecutor's 
office in their response to the 
situation," Hollis said. "Most 
importantly, my thoughts con­
tinue to be with A. J. Sturges, 
a respected student-athlete on 
our ice hockey team." 

Winston, from Detroit 
Denby, and White, a 2008 
Stevenson High grad, could 
not immediately be reached for 
comment. 

football season, White, a quar­
terback, helped lead Stevenson 
to a 13-1 record and a runner-
up finish in the Division 1 state 
championship game. 

White was also the 2008 
Division 1 high jump state 
champion and competed in 
MSU's first indoor track and 
field meet this month, clearing 
6 feet, 9 inches. Mitchell's twin 
brother Myles is a scholarship 
wide receiver who is being red-
shirted on the MSU football 
team. 

The Observer sports staff contributed 
in rhic rannr t 
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www.demmef.com 
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Service Hours: Monday - Friday 7 am - 6 pm 
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$499 Due at Signing 

Corner of 14 Mile 
& Van Dyke 

Check out our inventory online: WWW.jimriehl.com 
"Cash price plus tax, title, plates, destination, CVR & DDC Fees. All pricing Includes factory rebates and military discount Must 
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3/4" Flooring 

SPECIAL BUY! 
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South Lyon 
21946 Pontiac Trail 
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WEEK #17 GAMES 
Sunday. December 28,2008 

New England at Buffalo 
Kansas City at Cincinnati 

Detroit at Green Bay 
Oakland at Tampa Bay 

Tennessee at Indianapolis 
New York Giants at Minnesota 

Carolina at New Orleans 
Miami at New York Jets 
Dallas at Philadelphia 

Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Jacksonville at Baltimore 

St. Louis at Atlanta 
Chicago at Houston 
Denver at San Diego 

Seattle at Arizona 
Washington at San Francisco 
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Olympian Taormina 
triathlon inductee 

Former University of 
Georgia swimming stand­
out and four-time Olympian 
Sheila Taormina will be 
part of a five-member class 
to be inducted into the 
inaugural USA Triathlon 
Hall of Fame early next 
year. 

The Livonia Stevenson 
High grad, who earned 
13 All-America certifi­
cates during her four-year 
Georgia swimming career, 
is the only American 
woman to. qualify for the 
Olympic Games in three . 
different sports. 

Her triathlon career 
began following her first 
Olympic appearance in 
Atlanta in 1996, where 
Taormina earned a gold 
medal in swimming with 
the 800-meter freestyle 
relay team. 

She is the only U.S. 
woman to make two USA 
Olympic Triathlon teams, 
finishing sixth in 2000 and 
23rd in 2004. 

Also during her triathlon 
career, Taormina won silver 
at the 2003 Pan American 
Games, gold at the 2004 
International Triathlon 

Union World Championship 
and has earned 10 top-three 
finishes in ITU World Cups, 
including three victories. 

Following her triathlon 
career, Taormina took up 
the sport of modern pen­
tathlon beginning in 2005 
and has risen to the top of 
that sport in a little less 
than four years. 

Following three podium 
World Cup finishes, she 
made her fourth Olympic 
Games in three different 
sports when she was placed 
on the U.S. modern pen­
tathlon roster for the 2008 
Beijing Olympics and fin­
ished in 19th place. 

The induction ceremony 
will be Jan. 17 in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 

USA Triathlon will induct 
five individuals in its inau­
gural class, including Verne 
Scott (contributor), Jon 
Gray Noll (contributor), 
Judy Flannery (age-group 
athlete), Karen Smyers (pre-
2000 elite athletes) and 
Taormina (post-1999 elite 
athlete). 

The ceremony will be part 
of the USAT Race Director's 
Symposium. 

Redford Parks Si Rec cagers tip off season 
Talk about a logjam. 
Of course, what else would 

one expect following Week 
1 of the Redford Township 
Parks and Recreation-spon­
sored Men's Sunday Basketball 
League with seven games tak­
ing place at Hilbert Middle 
School on Sunday, Dec. 7-

That means — let's do the 
math — seven winners and 
seven losers. But there actually 
are eight teams deadlocked for 
first and another eight right 
behind them because the open­
ing week's scheduled game 
for 9 p.m. did not get played. 
L.D. J. won via forfeit from 
Murninghan. 

The standings should start to 
shake up a bit as early as Week 
2, but for now a lot of teams can 
say they share the top spot. 

Following is a recap of the 
opening-week action, Dec. 7-

• 2 p.m.: Cheli's Chili must 
have been slow cookin' in the 
offseason, because they came 
in thick and too much to handle 
for newcomers the 1800, win­
ning 68-57- Nate Labadie led 
the way for the victors with 27 
points with scoring help coming 
from Dave Nichols (9 points), 
Matt Schlief (6), Mike Bright 
and Dan Regan (each with 4). 

Pacing the 1800 was George 
Johnson, who poured in 20 
points. Chipping in with 15 was 
West Hicks. Other contribu­
tors included Eugene Baker 
(8), Reginald Hodo and Frank 

Bickerstaff (each with 6) and 
Richard Gamble (2). 

• 3 p.m.: Two more new 
squads tipped it off with Puck's 
Bar & Grill nipping Captain 
Nemo's by a 36-33 score. 

Puck's boasted balanced 
scoring, spearheaded by Josh 
Sobas515-point performance. 
But Sobas had help from Mike 
Cochran and Jay Fontaine 
(each with 6), Jeff Mornings 
and Mike Discher (each with 
3), Ryan Bushoff (2) and Alan 
Gerhke (l). 

For Nemo's, Mike Murphy 
tallied 13 points while Rodney 
Hurst chipped in with eight. 
Art Tinker (5), Joe Weaver (4) 
and Greg Murphy (3) rounded 
out the scoring. 

• 4 p.m.: The Motor City 
Bailers put a down payment 
on the Layaways, winning 52-
22. Pacing the Bailers with 15 
points was James Hill while 
Tyrone Temple registered 
nine. Each adding five to the 
scoresheet were Mitchell Jones, 
Bill Johnson, Mike Green and 
Boe Shelby. LeTorian Paul (4 
points), Martin McElroy and 
Walter Reese (each with 2) pro­
vided some offensive insurance. 

For the Layaways, Matt Patra 
and Phil Garrett tallied nine 
and eight points, respectively. 
Aaron Moran scored three 
while Ryan Donovan and Chris 
Respondek provided a bucket 
each. 

• 5 p.m.: The Dirty Dozen 

opened the season with a 75-64 
win over the Affiliates, with-
Dion Sherryl's 31 points more 
than leading the way. Chipping 
in with 16 points for the win­
ning side was David Smith 
while Reynolda Brown scored 
10. Other helpers included Troy 
Coleman (8), Wes Williams (7) 
and Darnell Royal (3). 

Scoring 24 points for the 
Affiliates was Ted Barker while 
Reddick Borkins also was in 
double figures with 11. Brad 
Barenie (9), Brian Davies (8), 
Dese Zuberi (5), Courtney 
Mcintosh (4) and Justin 
Gerwatowski (3) contributed 
points. 

• 6 p.m.: The Arsenal needed 
overtime to defeat the Good 
Guys, 74-66. Mike Robinson 
led the Arsenal with 28 points, 
followed by Dady Smith (21), 
LaRon Griffin (15), Kobie 
Landry (6), Wes Hazel (4) and 
Mike Boggs (2). 

Leading the Good Guys were 
three players in double fig­
ures - Aaron Nelson (24), Ray 
Moss (19) and Jason Allen (16). 
Adding seven points was Ralph 
White. 

• 7 p.m.: The Heavyweights 
outlasted the Shooters, 76-64. 
Sparking the winning side 
were James Jenkins and Leroy 
Blyden, with 20 and 18 points, 
respectively. Helping out were 
Ryan Wimbley and Johnnie 
Green (each with 10) and Cedric 
McSween (6). 

Registering 27 points for the 
Shooters was Keith Roberts, 
although he had support from 
Devin Dell (18) and Jordan 
Marshall (10). Adding three 
points was Harold Marshall. 

• 8 p.m.: Week 1 ended with 
newcomer Team Cole falling 
80-44 to RNG. Pouring in 26 
points for RNG was Linzee 
Bennett, although Khari Reid 
(17) and Scag (13) also were 
in double figures. They were 
augmented by Jeff Kennedy (8), 
Chin Ten (6), Drew Bradford 
(4), Thomas Jefferson and Ron 
Matlock (each with 3). 

Team Cole's top scorer was . 
Ian Wincher, with 13 points. 
Helpers included Damian 
Williams (7), Jason Cole (6), 
Eric Jones (4), Lawrence Kemp 
and Milton Frazier (each with 

STANDINGS AFTER WEEN1 
1st (tie)- Run N'Gun,MCBailers,Heavyweights. 

Dirty Dozen, Cheli's Chiii, Arsenal, Pick's Bar S 
Grill, L.D.J {each 1-0,2 pts); 2nd (tie) - Murninghan, 
Capt. Nemo's, Good Guys, 1800, Affiliate, Shooters, 
Layaways, Team Cole (each 0-1,0 pts). 

SCORING LEADEfIS 
1. D. Sherryl (DD), 31.0 points pec game; I. K. 

Robert; (Shoot), 27,0; 3. I I Labadie (CO, 27.0; 4. L. 
Bennett (RNG), 26.0; 5. M. Robinson (Ars!), 26.0; 6. 
1 Barker (Af f), 24.0; 7. A, Nelson (GG), 24.0; 8, Dad 
Smith (Arsl), 21.0:9. J. Jenkins (Hwts), 20.0; 10. G, 
Johnson (1800), 20.0; 11R. Moss (GG), 19,0:12. D. 
Kurtanitis {CO, 18.0; 13. L. Blyden (Hwts), 18.0; 14.0. 
Deli (Shoo!), 18,0; 15. K. Reid (RNG), 17.0; 16. J. Allen 
(GG), 17. D. Smith (DD), 16.0; 18, L, Griffin (Arsl), 15.0); 
19. W. Hicks (1800), 15.0; 20. J. Sobas (Puck), 15.0; 21. 
J.Hill (MCB), 15.0; 22, Scag (RNG), 13.0; 23. H. Murphy 
(C.N'5) 13,0; 24.1. Wincher {TO, 13.0; 25. No, 8 (Hwts), 
12.0; 26. R. Borkins (Aff), 11.0; 27. R. Brown (DD), 10.0; 
28. J. Marshall (Shoot), 10.0" 29. R, Wimbley (Hwts), 
10.0; 30. J. Green (Hwts), 10.0. 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 
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The Farmington Hills Vipers, whose roster is stocked with players from throughout the Observerland area, 
captured the Michigan Travelers Thanksgiving Tournament last month. It was the fourth significant title the 
team has won in the past 11 months. The Vipers defeated the Southgate Stars in the f ina l Pictured are (front 
row) Jacob Ponder, (second row from left) John Clark, Parker Hodges, Max Bradley, Mike Scarpelto, (third row 
from left) Adam Fine, Sean Wigler, Matt Goldin, Spencer Bowman, C.J. Myers, Paul Hildebrandt, Nicky Heffron, 
(fourth row from left) Brad Rupar, Max VanAntwerp and Jafen Cooper. Not pictured are coaches Dave Wigler, 
Jim Myers, Paul VanAntwerp, Don Clark and manager Denise Goldin. 

MU softball coach White signs 5 
Coach Al Whitehasgotten an 

early jump on the 2010 Madonna 
University women's softball 
season with the announcement 
Wednesday ofthe signing of five 
high school seniors to NAIAlet-
ters-of-intent. 

Among those in the fold are 
Livonia Franklin pitcher Natalie 
Sanborn, Farmington High out­
fielder Ali Robinson and Westland 
infielder Kateryn Hamann from 
Dearborn Divine Child. 

White also signed inflelders 
Ariele Cox and Erica Landress, 
both of Carleton Airport: 

"We are very excited to have 
mis group," said White, who 
guided the Crusaders to the 
2008 Wolverme-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference regular season and 
playofYcrowns. "With this group, 
we are almost done recruiting 
already. We are looking forward to 
a very bright future with the talent 
level ofthe players we have signed 
so early in the process." 

White calls Sanborn, a right­
hander who posted an 1.82 earned 
run average as a junior, as a "hid­
den gem." 

"She has a lot of potential,'5 the 
MU coach said. "She can throw 
hard and now we just have to pol­
ish that diamond that we think we 
have found." 

Hamann, the niece of former 
Crusader Stacey Sexsmith (2003-
06), earned three letters at DC and 
two more in volleyball. She helped 
the Falcons to a pair of district 
titles and was named All-City, All-
District and honorable mention 
All-Catholic League as a junior. 

"She's a fireball," White said. 
"Katelyn is a sparkplug type of 
player. She does anything at sec­
ond base or shortstop to keep the 
ball on the infield" 

Crusaders secure setter 
Madonna University women's 

volleyball coach Jerry Abraham 
wasted little time in signing his 
first recruit for the 2009 season. 

Milford High's 5-foot-9 senior 
setter Evia Prieditis signed an 
NAIA letter-of-intent Wednesday 

Prieditis, who handed out 2,254 
assist-to-kflls over the last two sea­
sons for the Mavericks, is a three-
time All-Conference selection who 
made All-State as a junior. 

She holds school records for 
aces, assists per set (10) and total 
assists. She had 58 assists in a 
match this fell. 

"Evia is fast, has great hands 
and is very experienced with excel­
lent court sense," said Abraham, 
whose team was ranked 11th in 
the nation. "She has the ability to 

run a multiple style offense while 
becoming a great leader on the 
floor. She's a player we are very 
excited to add to our volleyball 
femily." 

Thomas adds soccer pair 
Madonna University women's 

soccer coach Paul Thomas added 
two recruits for the 2009 fell sea­
son by signing Chelsea Budlong, 
an outside back and midfielder 
from Novi, and Lauryn Dostillo, 
a three-time AH-Macomb Area 
Conference selection from Sterling 
Heights. 

Budlong earned three letters 
at Novi and was a member ofthe 
Wildcats' 2007 state champion­
ship team. She was also an All-
Academic selection. 

Dostillo also earned three let­
ters for the Stallions and was a 
three-time All-Macomb County 
pick. 

"I believe these two players are 
a great start to our recruiting class 
as both have great club and high 
school pedigrees," Thomas said. 
"Both are quality players and will 
improved our standard of play, 
which is what we're looking to do 
in 2009-1 expect both of these 
players to hit the ground running 
and make a big impact on the 
team as a freshman." 

^ . , - ; 

GENCY/INC. 
RSONAL TOUCH" 

Best Possible Premiums. Happy Customers Since 1959. 

32646 Five Mile Road • Livonia, MI 48154 

734-555-3900 
www.metroagency.net OE08S37I93 

Churchill's red-hot Motta not 
enough to cool down CC leers 

BYBRADEMONS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Goaltender Adrian Motta has 
been Livonia Churchill's saving 
grace so far this hockey season. 

But despite stopping 41-of-45 
shots Saturday night, it wasn't 
enough as the Chargers fell to 
Novi-Detroit Catholic Central, 
4-2, in a non-league game 
played at Compuware Arena's 
Olympic Rink. 

The loss drops Churchill to 
1-3-2 overall, while CC improves 
to 6-1-1. 

Motta, a senior who is 
also the starting goalie on 
Churchill's boys soccer team, 
withstood abarrage of CC shots, 
including 25 in the second peri­
od, to keep it respectable. 

"Adrian has been phenom­
enal all season long," Churchill 
coach Pete Mazzoni said. "And 
he wasn't even in the conversa­
tion until tryouts. He's been our 
MVP. He bails us out more than 
he needs to." 

CC led 1-0 after one period 
on Mike Zylik's power-play 
goal from Steven Hensley and 
Nicholas Crowley at 3:22. 

Churchill came back and 
tied it at the 4-minute mark of 
the second period when Scott 
Hamill ripped a drive off aface-
off won by teammate Andrew 
Sieber. 

But it took the Shamrocks 
only 11 seconds to responded as 
Zylik notched his second ofthe 
night from Austin Hervey and 
David Swierszczyk to make it 

ANN ARBOR HURON 123 
CANTON 63 

Tuesday at Canton 
200-yard medley relay: 1. Huron (Pat 

Richardson, Michael Swain, Nathan Nemon, 
Raymond Viviano), 1:45.16; 2. Canton, 1:48.85; 
3. Huron, 1:51.51. 

200 freestyle: 1. Richard Zhang (C), 
•1:52.13; 2. Michael Everett (H), 1:55.38; 3. Ben 
Kirsch(H), 1:58.27. 

200 IM : I.Victor Zhang (C), 2:01.61; 2. 
Leopold Chen (H), 2:03.50; 3. Charlie Zhang 
(H), 2:10.64. 

50 freestyle: 1. Michael Swain (H), 23.35; 

PREP HOCKEY 

2-1. 
Only 48 seconds later, 

Churchill's Stefan Kubas scored 
after CC goalie Zack Cisek drift­
ed too far out from his crease 
trying to play a loose puck. 
Kody Strong and Steve Klisz 
drew the assists on the game-
tying goal. 

But the Shamrocks continue 
to apply heavy pressure on 
Motta and answered again 
twice, just 14 and 31 seconds 
later on a pair of goals by senior 
forward Dari Brown, both from 
linemates Kyle Nelson and Brad 
Wilhelm. 

"We've been struggling to 
score lately," Mazzoni said. "I 
think we got so excited to score 
that we forgot to play the next 
shift." 

Motta was able to keep the 
Shamrocks off the board the 
final 24 minutes and 30 sec­
onds, but Churchill could not 
muster enough offense, regis­
tering just 14 shots on the CC 
goal. 

"We've had a number of 
games where we've put pucks 
on goalies," CC coach Todd 
Johnson said. "We just keep 
shodting, shooting, shooting. 

"I thought Motta made some 
really good saves. He played 
really good." 

Motta played last season for 
the Flames and coach Bill Ried 
in a house league. He has seized 
his new-found opportunity. 

_ _ _ 

2. Pat Richardson (H), 23.43; 3. Nick Clyde 
(H), 23.93. 

1-meter diving: 1. Jeff Camalo (H), 221.50 
points; 2. Matt FigFewicz (C), 181.70; 3. Nate 
Argetsinger(H), 172.40. 

100 butterfly: 1. Victor Zhang (C), 54.66; 
2. Ben Kirsch (H), 59.27; 3. James Riegger 
{H}, 1:02.45. 

100 freestyle: 1. Richard Zhang (C), 
50.62; 2, Nathan Nemon (H). 50.97; 3. Pat 
Richardson (H), 52.29. 

500 freestyle: 1. Nick Clyde (H), 5:07.32; 
2. Jay Jin (C), 5:07.79; 3. Keeiey Maher (H), 
5:17.79. • 

"Three-on-zeros, two-on-
ones, I work on those alot 
more," the senior netminder 
said of practice time. "I just try 
and work my tail off in practice 
every day. I'm getting alot more 
ice time. I just try to go out and 
try to get better every game." 

On the other side, Cizek 
didn't have a lot of action, but 
did prevent two Churchill 
breakaway attempts - one by 
Brent Mishowski to end the first 
period and the other by James 
Lelekatch in the final period. 

"Churchill's style is to sit back, 
get blocks and jump on loose 
pucks to create breakaways," 
Johnson said. "We had to mini­
mize that as much as possible 
and I thought Cisek made a 
couple of key saves." 

CC has not won a state title 
since winning their fifth in 
a row back in 2005, but this 
Shamrock team could be 
capable. 

"This is one ofthe better ones 
they've had over the last couple 
of years," Mazzoni said. "They 
have good puck skills and move 
the puck very well. They have 
size and speed." 

Meanwhile, Churchill is off 
until Jan. 5 when the Chargers 
play Salem. 

And Mazzoni said the theme 
will be simple during the holi­
day practice schedule. 

"We have to work on being 
more aggressive on both ends of 
the iee," he said. 

bemons@hometownlife.com 

200 freestyle relay: 1. Huron (Jonathan 
Geidermans. Charlie Zhang, Pat Richardson, 
Nathan Nemon), 1:35.09; 2, Canton. 1:38.02; 3. 
Huron, 1:42.82. 

100 backstroke: 1. Michael Swain (H), 58.45; 2; 
Jin Jay (0,1:00.61; 3. Raymond Viviano Oft 1:02.56. 

. 100 breaststroke: 1. Charlie Zhang (H), 
1:10.96; 2. Ryan Boes (C), 1:13.67; 3. Nick Wang 
(H), 1:14.31. 

4 0 0 freestyle relay: 1. Huron (Michael 
Swain, Geidermans, Michael Everett, Nathan : 

Nemon), 3:29.10; 2. Huron, 3:30.63; 3..Canton, 
3:33.42. . . 

CANTON'S RECORD: 0-1. 

A PARTNERSHIP HAS BEEN FORMED TO 
BETTER SERVE OUR COMMUNITY 

HARITY MOTORS }JM 

leannotte 
Buick Pontiac GMC 

(734)259-2816 

ACT NOW!!!!!!!! 
Donate before the end of the year to GUARANTEE 
the 2008 FAIR MARKET VALVE for your donated 

vehicle to: CHARITY MOTORS, INC. No other car donation 
program in Michigan can make that guarantee-PERIODH 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • « 

Your driveable vehicle may be dropped off at: 

Bob Jeannotte Buick Pontiac GMC 
14949 Sheldon Road, Plymouth, MI 48170 

For donation information and free towing: 
Donate Online at www.charitymotors.org 

or call: (313) 9 3 3 - 4 0 0 0 or (888) 9 0 8 - 2 2 7 7 
OE0B637063 J. 

OE06637162 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.metroagency.net
mailto:bemons@hometownlife.com
http://www.charitymotors.org
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SPORTS ROUNDUP 

GCYBSA news 
Registration for the Greater 

Canton Youth Baseball and 
Softball Association's 2009 
season will open Jan. 9 and 
close March 10. 

GCYBSA offers T-Ball 
through 18U baseball and 8U 
through 18U Softball. 

Registration information 
is available online at www. 

gcybsa.com. 
For more information, con­

tact cott@canton-mi.org or 
call (734) 394-5489. 

Cheer clinic 
The Canton competitive 

cheer team will be hosting a 
kids clinic in the Canton High 
School cafeteria on Saturday, 
Jan. 17. 

Check-in will begin at 9 a.m. 

We also offer 
Cage-Free Overnight Boarding 

and 
'•'•T J---*" Dog Obedience Classes 

Adult & Puppy Classes 
See our website to enroll! 

TWww.hanpvhoundsdaycare.com ̂  

if finding your own entertainment? 

Come play "With «s instead! 

rk, we are at work 

fr: 
734.459.DOOS 

673 S. Main St, • Plymouth. Mi 
www.hapj3yhoundsdaycare.com • plymouthdogmom@msn.com 

took it* on tk&m e« oaf doggie web emits! 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY... IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!" 

Agg^essivi Oimiiial 

& Fdlony Cases 

"You need somebody to investigate, 
research and fight for you." 

Yoii Need Attorney 
Christopher Brown 

F o r m e r P o l i c e Of f i ce r 

It's my experience as an investigator and attorney 
that will make the difference in your case! 

248-649-1160 
After business hours or for weekend appointments 

please ccdL.313-819-105& 

CITYOFWESTLAND 
SYNOPSIS OF MINUTES 

MTG. 24 12/15/08 

Presiding: President Pro-Tern Graunstadt 
Present: Johnson, Kehrer, Pickering,'Reeves, Stottlemyer 
254- Appr. minutes of 12/3708. 
• Appr. to allow Res. Recyl. Syst. to create a Carbon Footprint Study 

for the City 
- Appr. of rate inc. from OHM 
- Appr of Cont. w/ MI Humane Soc. To exp. 6-30-09 
- Appr. of Intergov't. Agree, betw. Wayne Cnty, Livonia & Westland 

to resurface Joy Rd. betw. Middlebelt & Inkster, arat. $44,088 
- Intro. Of Budget Amend, 2008-07 
- Intro. Ord. 248-A-62 to amend Zoning Ord. 248 
255- Granted req. to go into closed study session imm. after mtg. 
257- Appr. Site Plan, 35700 Warren, pare. #020-03-0006-000, n.w. 

corn of Warren & Nankin 
258- Appr. Spec. Land Use, 8077 Middlebelt, pare. #005-02-0063-

300, w. side of Middlebelt, n. of Ann Arbor Tr. 
259- Appr. Spec. Land Use, 4687 Middlebelt, pare. #083-02-0007-

302, s.e. corner of Middlebelt & Annapolis 
260- Appr. Officials' & Mayor's Ofc. Pay Plan, 1-1-09 thru 12-31-09 
261- Appr. City Clerk's Benefit Pkg., 1-1-09 thru 12-31-09 • 
262- Appr. Deputy City Clerk's Pay/Benefit Pkg., 1-1-09 

thru 12-31-09 
263- Appr. Checklist: $740,120.28 & Prepaid: $1,947,478.24. 

Minutes available in the Clerk's office. 

Cheryl Graunstadt, 
Council President Pro-Tern 

Eileen DeHart, CMC, 
City Clerk • 

Publish: December 25,2008 

with the clinic running from 
9-30 a.m. to noon. 

Kids from kindergarten 
through eighth grade are invit­
ed to participate. 

For more information, call 
(734) 765-1998. The registra­
tion deadline is Jan. 7-

Precision camps 
Precision Baseball in Canton 

will be hosting softball and 
baseball camps for kids in 
grades 1st through 8th later 
this month. 

The softball camp will be 
held Dec. 26-27 with a cost 
of $65 per session or $115 for 
both. 

The cost of the baseball 
camp, which will be held Dec. 
26-28, is$65 per day or $180 
for all three days. 

For more information, call 
(734) 459-5921 or visit www. 
precisionbaseballone. 

Softball fundamentals 
The Madonna University 

women's softball program will 
stage two sessions of funda­
mentals camps from;9 a.m. 
until noon each Saturday,. Jan. 
3,10,17 and 24 (Session I); and 

Sunday, Feb. 1,8,15 and 22. 
The cost for each session is 

$150. 
For more information, or 

to register, call MU coach Al 
White at (734) 432-5783; or 
visit www.madonnacrusaders. 
com. 

WYAA basketball signup 
Basketball registration for 

the Westland Youth Athletic 
Association will be from 7-9 
p.m. Wednesdays and 10 a.m. 
until noon Saturdays at the 
Lange Compound Building, 
6050 Farmington Road (north 
of Ford Road). 

Age groups offered include: 
Right Start (7-8), Freshman 
(9-10), Junior Varsity (11-12), 
Varsity (13-14-15) and Senior 
(16-19). 

JV- and Varsity-age play­
ers involved in middle school 
basketball will be eligible for 
WYAA play once their seasons 
conclude. 

For more information, call 
the WYAA building at (734) 
421-0640. 

Glenn baseball training 
Westland John Glenn High 

School will host a six-week 
Spring Training 2009 baseball 
program for players in grades 
1-12 from Jan. 18 through Feb. 
22. 

John Glenn varsity coach 
Tom Wakefield will direct 
the program in conjunction 
with the Midwest Baseball 
Academy. Sessions are offered 
in advanced hitting, pitching 
and catching with a cost as 
low as $99 for six weeks. Space 
is limited and registration is 
underway. 

For more information, call 
toll-free at (86.6) MBA-HITS; 
or visit www.baseballacademy. 
net. 

Prep coaches wanted 
• Westland John Glenn 

High School has coaching 
openings for varsity girls soc­
cer, Those interested can apply 
online at www.wwcsd.net. 

• Livonia X,adywood has 
openings for the following 
coaches: girls varsity track and 
field (2009 spring season); 
girls cross country (2009 fall 
season); and girls JV golf coach 
(2009 fall season). 

Those interested should fax 

a resume to Ladywood High 
School at (734) 591-2386. -

Practice with Kessel 
Play It Again Sports in 

Canton and Livonia, along 
with Nike Bauer Hockey, will 
be offering a "A Practice of a 
Lifetime" national sweepstakes 
to award one lucky hockey 
devotee, along with 20 team­
mates, to win a personal prac­
tice session with Boston Bruin 
Phi! Kessel, the fifth pick of the 
2006 NHL Entry Draft and 
Master Memorial Trophy win­
ner his rookie year. 

The drawing ends Dec. 31. 
For more information, visit 

www.playitagainsports.com. 

Baseball Academy 
The Pro Secrets Baseball 

Academy will be conducting 
showcase sessions for high 
school players as well as skill 
sessions in power pitching, hit­
ting and fielding. 

The latest pro pitch trainer 
will be used and former Phillies 
pitcher Mark Rutherford will 
be the featured instructor. 

For more information, call 
(734) 421-4928. 

MHSAA event to educate future collegiate hoopers 
The Michigan High School 

Athletic Association and the 
Basketball Coaches Association 
of Michigan will provide for 
the first time an opportunity 
for 100 high school girls and 
100 high school boys to gather 
for a day under MHSAA and . 
BCAM supervision to learn 
what it takes to become a col­
lege basketball player and 
succeed in college life at the 
Reaching Higher Experience 
on April 26. 

In separate events for boys 
and girls at Brighton and South 
Lyon High Schools, respec­

tively, these students, selected 
by BCAM members, will have 
classroom sessions, engage in 
on-court drills and testing, and 
scrimmage. Classroom sessions 
will be conducted for parents 
as well. 

College coaching staffs will 
be invited to observe. 

"This is a day of educa­
tion," says MHSAA Executive 
Director John E. "Jack" 
Roberts, who proposed the 
idea on a two-year experi­
mental basis to the MHSAA 
Representative Council and 
BCAM's Board of Directors, 

which both enthusiastically 
approved the initiative. "The 
events intend to strengthen 
the ties between high school 
players and coaches, to show 
students and parents how to 
prepare for college on the court 
and in the classroom, and to 
provide college coaches a con­
venient and inexpensive means 
for evaluating a large number 
of players with potential to 
'reach higher.'" 

April's events are the first 
of a multi-phase program 
intended to encourage an edu­
cational orientation for sports 

participation for high school, 
middle school and even young­
er students. As each phase is 
implemented, it will be evalu­
ated and thereafter adapted for 
application in other sports. 

Letters from the MHSAA 
to head girls and boys basket­
ball coaches of all Association 
member high schools have 
already been mailed inviting 
them to nominate players. In 
mid-February, 100 girls and 
100 boys, plus up to 40 alter- * 
nates will be identified by 
BCAM Selection Committee 
members. 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 

Temporary relief for families 

Rose jF. Kennedy Respite Center 
for adults and children with developmental 

disability or physical impairment. 

Staffed by well-trained, attentive and 
compassionate caregivers offering: 

Individualized personal care 
24-hour supervision 
Focusing on: 

- Homemaking • 
- Language development 
- Social skills 
- Orientation to community 
participation 

Transportation assistace available 

For more information call: 

j i i i l L MJ}j£***hie Poker & Charitable Poker Boom 

f . i ' A HV 

Holiday Giveaway 
Dec. 26-28 

Win a flat screen TV & much more! 

FREE ROLLS EVERYDAY! 
Merri-Bowl Lanes 

38950 Five Mile Road • Livonia, Ml 48154 
Hows: Thursdays & Fridays Spm-2 am 

Saturdays & Sundays 2 pm-2 am 
Offering daily tournaments and a variety of cash games. 

Far more Information call 
(800) 203-4089 

Ages 18 & Up! mrn.poker@merrl-bowl.com 

5 piece Queen bedroom set 
Made in America - ' 
Was *2839 
now 1/2 off 

ONE DAY ONLY 
Sat, Dec IT 
10am -7pm 

We are not raising our prices just to offer you 
1/2 off like other stores do! We are looking to move 

merchandise to make room for new shipments. 

3<]!/3 '1J2 usi !UJ U/sjjjil j'Jujjj-Ea 
Serta, Riverside, Clayton Marcus, 

Lane, England and Vaughn-Bassett 
Absolutely N01/2 off sale will be made before Sat., Dec. 27" 10am. 

Sale on in-stock merchandise only. Not Subject to prior sales. 

32104 Plymouth Road • Livonia 

1734-525-1737 
. -V?i<Bi&$&J£ii=ij i * JA& i i * &Jtj*7^^^"£l^M?Z£&^^.?- Ĵli.ĵ u^ 

ANY CHRISTMAS 
ITEMS 

*^okdmSfoodattdsaieitems 
Good thru 12-31 -OS 

ANY PET FOOD 
All Brands 
Good thru 12-31-06 

throughout the store 

nef SUPPLIES 
Advice You Can.Trust 

Hours 
Mon.-Fri. 10-7:30 

Sat. 10-6 
Sun. 12-4 

1 4 4 3 Ann Arbor Road 
(Between Main Street and Sheldon) 734.453.6930 

Visit our website for a complete l ist of products...wvyvv.specialtypet.com 

http://www.hometownIife.com
http://gcybsa.com
mailto:cott@canton-mi.org
http://TWww.hanpvhoundsdaycare.com
http://www.hapj3yhoundsdaycare.com
mailto:plymouthdogmom@msn.com
http://www.madonnacrusaders
http://www.baseballacademy
http://www.wwcsd.net
http://www.playitagainsports.com
http://hometownlife.com
mailto:mrn.poker@merrl-bowl.com
http://wvyvv.specialtypet.com
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Habitat needs you for Mississippi trip, other efforts 
BY JULIE BROWN 

0S£ STAFF WRITER 

Volunteers from Habitat for 
Humanity of Oakland County will 
again travel to Mississippi next March 
to help with home building in hurri­
cane-devastated areas. 

Sally LePla, executive director for 
the affiliate, knows how important 
those volunteers are. 

"It's just our affiliate that does this, 
and people from all over the metro 
Detroit area join us," said LePla of 
Rochester Hills. "The catastrophic 
devastation that happened in the Gulf 
was something we felt we needed to 
help with." 

At the time of the hurricanes, the 
nearest Habitat affiliate was 100 
miles away; Oakland partnered with 
them. "Most of the volunteers on the 
trip pay their own way. We do what 
we can to help sponsor it," LePla said. 
"It's a way of giving back. We feel 
we need to help people when there's 
catastrophic need in the United States 
here as well." 

The trip to the Gulf Coast of 
Mississippi will be in March 2009. 
Because of the affiliate's close asso­
ciation with the local Habitat affili­
ate in Mississippi, participants will 
make their seventh trip to Mississippi, 
which was devastated by Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. 

They will build a house during the 
week of March 23, and can. accom­
modate 25 people. Many people have 
been on previous Habitat trips, found 
them rewarding and returned. 

TRIP DETAILS 
• Please make your own arrange­

ments to get to Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
The closest airport is Gulfport, 
Miss. New Orleans is an option, but 
you might have to make your own 
arrangements to get to BSL from 
there. All participants are responsible 
for their own transportation costs. In 
order to be there in time for dinner on 
Sunday, March 22, you should plan to 
be in Bay St. Louis, Miss., by 5 p.m. 

• Plan to depart on the morning of 
March 28. 

• HFHOC will arrange for and pay 
room and board costs for the team at 
Lagniappe (http://www.lagniappe-
church.com/). 

For transportation in Mississippi, 
organizers will make sure that they 
have enough vehicles to provide group 
transportation to and from the work 
site, while in Mississippi. If you plan 
to drive and can help witn additional 
transport, please let organizers know. 

Ute Brantsch of Detroit, Pat Palmer of Grand Blanc and Mimi Zwolak of Rochester Hills were among those on last year's Habitat trip to 
Mississippi. Volunteers from Habitat for Humanity of Oakland County find their annual treks to the Gulf Coast rewarding. 

If you plan to fly and rent a car, please 
let organizers know. 

For more information or to save 
your spot, send an e-mail to: Gretchen 
Hurlbert, Habitat for Humanity, 
Oakland County, MI 

volunteer coordinator, Mississippi 
Recovery, (248) 618-9912 home, (248) 
722-7466 cell, (248) 618-9907 fax, e-
mail ms@habitatoakland.org. 

Hurlbert said she still has spots. 
"We have a lot of people this is what 
they do. It's really nice to have some 
new people in the group," said the 
Lake Angelus resident and retired 
teacher. 

"The last trip was absolutely fabu­
lous," said Hurlbert. Volunteers had 
the roof on by end of the first day. 
They hung cabinets the last day, with 
only flooring and carpeting left to be 
done before the dedication. "It's a five-
day deal." 

"There's nothing more uplifting 
than seeing someone who thought 
their world was coming to an end," 
said Hurlbert, noting recipients are 
grateful for strangers who care. "That 

BRIEFS 

Real Estate Agents, Appraising & 
Staging 

Thinking about a career in real estate? Is 
working in real estate your dream? Keller 
Williams Realty is seeking experienced or 
non-experienced people in the real estate field. 
The candidates must be hard working and 
have a passion for learning. 

There's a free seminar every week: Tuesday 
or Saturday, 11 a.m. to noon at 27555 Executive 
Drive (off West 12 Mile and Halsted),. 
Farmington Hills 48331. 

For more details, contact Steve Leibhan, 
(248) 553-0400, Ext. 2500. 

Investors 
"Strategies for Property Tax Assessment 

Appeals," presented by Real Estate Investors 
Association of Oakland County, with David 
Nykanen as the speaker. 

He will discuss property tax appeals, includ­
ing working with a Board of Review and 
procedures for filing with the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal. 

It will be 5:30-9:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 8, at 
the MSU Management Education Center, 8ll 
W. Square Lake, Troy. Call (800) 747-6742 or 
visit www.REIAofOakland.com. 

you can improve another person's life. 
by taking a week of your own, it's the 
best." 

OTHER HELPERS 
"We are also looking for people 

who would like to volunteer and help 
fund our homes" locally, LePla said. 
"The need in southeast Michigan has 
grown immensely." Habitat Oakland 
hopes to build 14 homes in 2009, pri­
marily in Pontiac. "The economy's just 
so terrible," LePla said. 

"In economic downturns the people 
of Michigan reach deeper into their 
pocket. I think that is truly reflect 
of Michigan culture. These are won­
derful people who live in southeast 
Michigan," LePla said. 

If you're not handy, you can donate 
furniture, appliances or building 
materials to the ReStore, which 
accepts new and gently used building 
items of that nature. "We can do the 
deconstruction for them," LePla said 
of those tearing down a kitchen and 
willing to donate materials. Money 
goes back into mission work. Habitat 

_ _ _ _ _ 

can pick items up for the ReStore, 
attached to the building in Pontiac. 

"They could donate that couch or 
chair that's been sitting in the base­
ment and still make a difference," 
LePla said. 

The Oakland affiliate just had three 
home dedications in Pontiac. "They're 
in their homes and they're celebrat­
ing Christmas," she said, urging those 
interested to attend a home dedica­
tion. 

"Habitat's about giving families 
a future." Home recipients involved 
in the Christian ministry contribute 
"sweat equity" hours building, get 
zero percent mortgage and have house 
payments. 

"For the first time in their lives they 
can save. It truly transforms their 
lives to get their own home." LePla 
noted many new homeowners can 
begin to save for children's higher 
education. 

For ReStore information or other 
Habitat questions, contact LePla at 
(248) 338-1843 or e-mail director© 
habitatoakland.org. 

These are residential real estate closings 
recorded the week of Sept. 1-5,2008, at 
the Wayne County Register of Deeds office, 
plus some from Oakland County. Listed are 
cities, addresses, and sales prices. 

Canton 
954 Abingdon Way $405,000 
50321 Black Horse Ln $79,000 
3951 Brighton Ln $175,000 
6565 Carriage Hills Dr $164,000 
172B Christopher Dr $118,000 
49803 Courtyard Ln $218,000 
41965 Echo Forest Dr $315,000 
193 Essex Ln $185,000 
43797 Fredericksburg St $159,000 
2871 Haverford Dr $320,000 
50164 Jackson Ln $226,000 
139 Mornington Ct $275,000 
43634 Nowland Or $252,000 
47775 Pavilion Rd $374,000 

Farmlngon 
24143 Saint Mary Ct $167,000 

Farmington Hills 
21937 Arbor Ln $190,000 
23115 Ashley St $126,000 
29813 Briarwood Ct $303,000 
23451 Ciiffview Ct $170,000 
35794 Congress Rd $185,000 

. 38844 Country Cir $90,000 
21038 Gill Rd S78,000 
29475 Gramercy Ct S198.000 
37055 Howard Rd $750,000 
24545 Lakeland St $123,000 
29457 NMeadowridge $150,000 
32534 Nestlewood St $177,000 

' 21544 Randall St $73,000 
21235 Rensselaer St $70,000 

- 30017 S Meadowridqe $165,000 
Garden City 

27423 Cambridge St 
6505 Fairfield St 

Livonia 
14748 Auburndale St 
29103 Barkley St 
8935 Brentwood St 
14043 Brentwood St 
19134 Canterbury Or 
34945 Elmira St 
32987 Fargo St 
33871 Gable Dr 
5815 Georgia St 
8880 Hanlon Ave 
31378 Hillbm'ok St 
18111 Lathers St 
19790 MerrimanRd 
9243 Montana St 
34650 Norfolk St 
33909 Orangelawn St 
31784 Penn St • 
19382 Shadyside St 
27550 Terrence St 

Milford 
1057 Eagle Dr 
423 East St' 
228$ Houghton St 

Northville 
16932 Algonquin Dr 
16254 Appleby Ln 
44481 Broadmoor Blvd 
19805 Crystal Lake Dr 
49590 Deer Run 
16290 Forest Lake Dr 
39583 Legend Ct 
15946 Morningside 
39692 Rockcrest Ln 
49543 Waterstone Estates Cir 
48453 Wicker Creel Dr 

Novi 
40437 Guilford 
24382 JamestowneRd 

$75,000 
$135,000 

$110,000 
. $117,000 

$125,000 
$140,000 
S85.000 

$155,000 
S41.000 

S170.000 
$127,000 

$230,000 
$230,000 
$150,000 
S96,000 
5118,000 
$186,000 
3151,000 
$130,000 
$210,000 
$240,000 

$280,000 
$212,000 
$150,000 

$352,000 
$273,000 
$342,000 
$107,000 

$480,000 
$235,000 
$372,000 • 
$130,00,0 
$158,000 
$475,000 
$180,000 

• $190,000 
$200,000 

25737 LochmoorLn 
51085 Luke Ln 
22201 Pondview 
26220 TaftRd 
27050 Victoria Rd 
43099 Westchester Ct 

Plymouth 
598 Ann St 
397 Auburn St 
644 Blunk St 
9073 Hackberry Ave 
40447 Newport Or 
44788 Oregon Trl 
14517 Oxford 
1274 Penniman Ave 
9047 Quail Run Dr N 
46150 W Ann Arbor Tri 

Redford 
14022 Centralia 
18247 Denby 
12265 Dixie 
19817 Five Points St 
13479 Garfield 
17720 Olympia 
11357 Wormer 

South Lyon 
21890 Berry Ln 
13.35 Coach House Ln 
26780 Daria Cir E • 
1105 Fountain View Cir 
54818 Grenelefe Cir E 
60608 Lillian St 
61l9!SaddlecreekDr 
1041 Shetland Dr 

Westland 
37431 Colonial Dr 
35740 Glenwood Rd 
32620 Grandview Ave 
6110 N Newburgh Rd 
30559 Rustic Ln • 
39325 Worcester St 

$325,000 
$85,000 

$155,000 
$150,000 
$85,000 
$360,00 

$175,000 
$205,000 
$115,000 

$205,000 
$118,000 
$195,000 
$152,000 
$290,000 
$340,000 
$207,000 

S97,000 
$98,000 

$890,000 
$51,000 
$75,000 

$100,000 
$48,000 

$232,000 
$310,000 
$100,000 
$110,000 

$345,000 
5167,000 

$300,000 
$238,000 

578,000 
$100,000 
$95,000 

$100,000 
• $112,000 

$116,000 

Robert Meisner 

Seek 
lawyer's 
help on 
notice 
0: We got a notice that the 
government was foreclosing on our 
property but I never got a certified 
letter and apparently It was returned 
undelivered. The treasurer of our 
county then posted a foreclosure 
notice on the property and we later 
found out that a notice ran In the 
newspaper. We never got It , because 
It was sent to the wrong address. Do 
you think that the notice was proper? 

A: The Due Process Clause of 
the 14th Amendment requires 
foreclosing government units 

to employ 
reasonable 
follow-up 
methods to notify 
property owners 
of foreclosure 
proceedings 
when a certified 
mail notice has 
been returned 
undelivered. 
Although the 

government must take reasonable 
steps to notify the owner, it may 
not include searching through 
the phone book or income tax 
role to see where the owner's 
new address maybe. However, if 
there is more than one address, 
the government may be under the 
responsibility to serve you with 
that notice. My best advice is to 
seek legal assistance. 

Q: I purchased two parcels at a tax 
sale with the idea of constructing a 
single family house. I took the parcels 
"subject to all existing restrictions of 
record." i did not see any restrictions 
on the title report or policy that I 
got. Am I going to be stuck with those 
title restrictions even though the plat 
was not recorded? 

A: It depends on what state 
you are in but in a similar case 
out of New York, the court held 
that there was no statutory 
requirement to record a plat 
in the chain of title but that a 
reasonable title search would 
include the subdivision plans 
filed in the county clerk's Office.' 
The court went on to say that 
examination of the plat would 
have revealed a restriction that 
one was obligated to determine 
whether in fact there was a plat. 
The court commented that the 
ability to impose restrictions on 
land use would be meaningless 
without the ability to enforce 
them against subsequent 
purchasers. That decision seemed 
to suggest that sheer negligence, 
not unreasonable search burdens, 
would explain the failure of so 
many to learn of the restriction. 
This places a burden on someone 
to determine whether in fact there 
are any restrictions of record. 

Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer and 
the author of Condominium Operation: 
Getting Started & Staying on.the Right 
Track, second edition,It is available for 
$9.95 plus $1 shipping and handling. 
He also wrote Condo Living: A Survival 
Guide to-Buying, Owning and Selling a 
Condominium, available for $24.95 plus 
$5 shipping and handling. For more 
information, call (248) 644-4433 or visit 
bmeisner@meisner-associates.com. This 
column shouldn't be construed as legal 
advice. 

mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.lagniappechurch.com/
http://www.lagniappechurch.com/
mailto:ms@habitatoakland.org
http://www.REIAofOakland.com
http://habitatoakland.org
mailto:bmeisner@meisner-associates.com
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PUZZL 
Challenging fun forAJ^L ages 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLER 
ACROSS 

1 Trouser half 
4 Cancel a 

launch 
9 Gymnast Mary 

- Relton 
12 Khan of note 
13 Tex-Mex treat 
14 Greedy sort 
15 Flowering tree 
17 Visual aid 
19 Purchase 
20 Gets bills 
21 Starlet's aspi­

ration 
24 Green lights 

(hyph.) 
28 Tape over 
30 Gourmet's 

staffer 
31 Dorothy's aunt 
32 Cosmonaut 

space lab 
33 Line 
35 New Zealand 

parrot 
36 Not them 
37 Vibes 

38 Towers over 
40 Adjusts the 

tires 
43 "Nonsense!" 
44 Wine and dine 
45 Open meadow 
47 panke, in Dijon 
49 Make books 
53 Incan treasure 
54 Helen, in 

Spanish 
56 Thai neighbor 
57 — Montgomery 

of jazz 
58 Not crisp 
59 Caustic sub­

stance 

DOWN 

1 Terhune collie 
2 " I " trouble 
3 Quip 
4 Barge 
5 Cheech's 

partner 
6 Free of 
7 Appliance-tag 

letters 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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12-8 © 2007 United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 

8 Honcho 
(2 wds.) 

9 Dalai Lama's 
city 

10 Alley from 
Moo 

1 

12 

15 

21 

28 

32 

36 

40 

47 

53 

57 

2 

22 

48 

•H 

23 

1 
41 

44 

16 

19 

1 

4 

13 

5 

a 

29 

33 

54 

58 

• 
34 

• 
55 

6 

• 
25 

30 

49 

7 

20 

• 

8 

^ 

38 42 • 
. 46 

1 
P 
" 

• 

B 

« 

35 

50 

56 

•Hbu 

10 

26 

* 

51 

11 

27 

52 

11 Grossl 
16 Adversities 
18 Lagoon 

protector 
20. Maui neighbor 
21 Thigh bone 
22 Pop up 
23 Nick or 

scratch 
25 Shark domain 
26 Regards as 
27 Crush 
29 Stocks 
34 Argue for 
35 Colorful carp 
37 Evelyn 

Waugh's 
brother 

39 Fiery gem 
41 Curly coifs 
42 Hurled 
46 Online auction 
47 Keep the lawn 

neat 
48 Before now 
49 Secure a tent 
50 Down with the flu 
51 Respond 
52 Ground breaker 
55 Behold! 

SUDOKU 
Fun By The 
Numbers 

Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test! 

Level: Beginner 

Here's How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
coiumn and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 

5 

9 
8 
2 
3 
1 

1 
9 
5 
4 

2 

4 

7 

4 
2 

6 

9 

7 

3 
6 

1 

5 

8 
3 
7 
2 

9 

1 

4 

3 

8 
2 

7 
3 
2 
5 
8 

AND 
FIND THESE WORD'S IN THE PUZZLE L3ELOW. 

CHIMNEY 
COOKIES 
ELVES 
GIFTS 

MILK 
REINDEER 
SANTA 

SLEIGH 
SNOW 
STOCKING 
TOYS 

THE WORDS REAP V?. POWH ANP ACROSS. 

W S 
S T 
N F 
O I 
W G 
J C 
K O 
G H 
Z B 
T E 

C A 
O C 
0 K 
K A 
1 S 
E V 
S A 
C H 
N A 
R A 

S R E 
K I N 
R L M 
E B N 
E D C 
D L I 
N T A 
I M N 
E L V 
R S D 

H D F 
G J G 
I L K 
E M W 
L X A 
S T S 
I O P 
E Y L 
E S F 
N P I 

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE 
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4 easy ways to place your ad: 
PHONE : 1-800-579-SELL (7355) 

FAX 734-953-2232 

ONLINE vjvm.hometownlife.com 

EMAIL oeads@hometownlife.com 

Deadlines: 
Sunday edition 4:30 p.m. Friday 

Thursday edition..., 11:00 a.m. Wednesday. 

Offices and Hours: 

Eccentric office 805 E. Maple, Birmingham 
Observer office 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 

Hours 8:30 - 5:00 Monday - Friday 

POLICY 
All advert s ng published in the Observer and Eccentric Newspapers is subject to the conditions stated'in 
the applicable rate card. (Copies are available from the advertising department, Observer and Eccentric 
Newspape s 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 46150 (734) 591-0900. The Observer and Eccentric 
Newspapers reserves the right not to accept an advertiser's order. Observer and Eccentric Newspaper 
sales representatives have no authority to bind this newspaper and only publication of an advertisement 
shall const tute final acceptance of the advertiser's order. When more than one insertion of the same 
advert sement is ordered, no credit will be given unless notice of typographical or other errors are given 
in time fo correction before the second Insertion. Not responsible for omissions. Publisher's Notice: Ail 
real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which states 
that t s liegal to advertise "any preference limitation, or discrimination". This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which Is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
nfo med that ait dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal housing opportunity 
bas s (FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72) Classified ads may be placed according to the deadlines. Advertisers are 
responsible for reading their ad(s) the first time It appears and reporting any errors Immediately. The 
Observer and Eccentric Newspapers will not Issue credit for errors in ads after .THE FIRST INCORRECT 
INSERTION Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy 
fo the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the nation. We encourage and support an 
affirmative advertising and marketing program In which there are no barriers to obtain housing because 
of race color, religion or national origin. Equal Housing Opportunity slogan: "Equal Housing 
Opportunity . Table III * Illustration of Publisher's Notice. OEG8W3630 

Manufactured Homes 

SHARP 2 B0RM COLONIAL, 
2 full baths, all appliances, 1 
car, fenced yard, $114,900. 
D&H Properties 248-888-9133 

Garden City 

REAL ESTATE & 
CONTENTS AUCTION 
Sun. Jan 19at'2pm. 

6409 Whitby. Beautiful 3 bdrm 
Ranch on Double Lot. Name 
Your Price! AEauctions.com 

(248)473-1547 Preview: 
Tues. Jan. 13 from 6-7:30. 

(ismwfAefiirit 

MAkiNqljIi 

N0RTHVILLE 
CROSSING 
HOLIDAY 
SAVINGS 

EXTRAVAGANZA 

Move in to your new home 
before the New Year and 

We will pay for your 
Christmas presents! 

$3000 Visa 
Gift Card 

with purchase t 
Payments start at $650 

per month 
Call (248)446-6600 
for more information 

? •* 
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Brick, Block & Cement 

ALL BLOCK, BRICK WORK 
Concrete + Foundations 

Res & Comrri. - Lie. & Ins. 
Call Anyt me, 248-478-2602 

FINISH CARPENTER 
Crowns, Doors, Oak Railings 

NO JOB TOO SMALL! 
Licensed • 734-927-4479 

Computer Sales & 
Service 

Hardware/Software Setup 
Network Installation, Training 

on Microsoft Products, 
Fix Ail Problems (guaranteed). 

Very Reasonable Rates. 
Call: 248.787.6572 or 

rickspagnuolo@sbcglobal.net 

Convalescent Care 

a highly skilled 
lore than just 

V _ , > rehabilitation 
MEDILODCE facility it's 3 

loving, family 
centered community where 
residents & staff share their 
lives, www.medilodge.com 

When seeking 
out the best 
deal check out 
the Observer 
& Eccentric Classifieds! 

1-800-579-7355 

Complete Service Handyman 
Any size job. Licensed & 
Insured. 734-453-9818 or 
734-259-9326 

SMALL OR LARGE JOBS 
Quick Response Time 

Free Estimates 
Tim Shelton: 248-721-5094 

Hauling/Clean Up 

A-1 HAULING 
Move scrap metal, clean base­
ments, garages, stores, etc. 
Lowest prices in town. Quick 
service. Free- est. Wayne/ 
Oakland. Central location. 
248-547-2764,248-559-8138 

Clean-up/Hauling Service 
Cheapest Prices I Garages, 
bsmts, attics, free estimates 
248-489-5955, 248-521-8818 

www lacoureservices com 

1210] 

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING 
BY LAC0URE SERVICES 

Spring clean-ups, landscap­
ing, grading, sodding, hydro-
seeding, all types retaining 
walls, brick walks & patios. 
Drainage & lawn irrigation 
systems, low foundations 
built up. Weekly lawn mainte­
nance. Haul away unwanted 
items. Comm. Res. 35 years 
exp. Lie & Ins. Free Est. 

www.lacoureservices.com 
248-489-5955, 248-521-8818 

Painting/Decorating 
Paperhangers 

• PAINTING BY MICHAEL • 
HIGHEST QUALITY 

Interior 
* Staining T̂extured Ceilings* 
Faux Finish • Plaster/ Orywall 
Repair 'WallpaperRemoval* 
Senior Rates • Holiday Rates • 
Free Est • 248-349-7499 
734-464-8147 

1640] 

APEX ROOFING 
Quality work completed with 
pride. Family owned. Lie. ins. 

For honesty & integrity: 
248-476-6984; 248-855-7223 

LEAK SPECIALIST Flashings, 
Valleys, Chimneys, etc. Warr. 
Member BBS. 30 yrs. exp. 
Lie /Ins. Call: (248) 827-3233 

"We Work 
For You!" 

hoimtotnilife.com 

Rooftop Snow & ice Removal 
Gutters cleared. 25 year pro. 
Fully Insured. Livonia Roofing: 

(734) 637 6828 

'* 

cmpif'Uwei 

1-800-579 
rarecrs'̂ o,-- ho IF 

THE 

(Obseruer £ ; Eccentric 
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Apartments/ 

Unfurnished 

BIRMINGHAM 
1ST MONTH FREE 

Studios, 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms 
Furnished apartments avail. 
Gorgeous new kitchens and 

baths. Available In town 
Birmingham at the 

555 Building. 
Call Michelle (248) 645-1191 

BIRMINGHAM-DOWNTOWN, 
1 brm apt. cozy, very clean, Ig 
closets, new bath, 825 sq. ft. 

S750/niQ. (313) 805-7940 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
ANNGIE APTS. 

NO APPLICATION FEE 
FREE HEATI 1 bedroom 
$505. 9 Mile/ Middlebeit 

248-478-7489 
FARMINGTON HILLS 

FREEDOM VILLAGE APTS. 
1 Bdrm. 1 Month Free 

Luxury 1 & 2 bdrm. Laundry 
in unit. Water incl., no pets. 

$575-700/mo, 586-254-9511 

FARMINGTON PLAZA APTS 
Luxury 2 bdrms, A/C, pool & 
parking. New kitchen & baths, 
laundry rooms, heat incl. 

$650/mo. Ca|l for specials. 
(248) 478-8722 

FIVE, FIVE, FIVE 
1ST MONTH FREE 

Studios, 1 ,2&3Bedrooms 
Furnished apartments avail. 

Gorgeous new kitchens 
and baths. Available In town 

Birmingham at 
the 555 Building. 

Call Michelle (248) 645-1191 

LINCOLN PARK 
Deluxe 1 & 2 bedrooms. 
Lowest Rent in the area. 
Quiet, private balcony's, 
storage, laundry, ceiling 
fans w/ lights & blinds. 

313-386-6720 

LIVONIA Spacious 1 bdrm, 
great location, across from 
Livonia rec. center. $675/mo. 
+ util. 248-255-2412 

Apartments/ 
Unfurnished 

Novi EHO 

WESTGATE VI 

Apartments 

LIMITED TIME OFFER 

$50 OFF/MONTH 
On Select Apts. 

With Move In 
By 11/30/08!* 

From $570 

FREE CITY WATER 

CALL NOW! 
(248) 624-8555 
On West Park Dr. 

Just S. of Pontiac Tr. 
www.cmiproperties.net 

*$elect Models 

NOVI 

FREE FLAT SCREEN TV 
Newly updated 1 & 2 bdrm 
apts. New berber carpet, new 
cherry flooring, full size wash­
er/dryers, central air. 
EHO 

TREE TOP MEADOWS 
10 Mile, W. of Meadowbrook 

248-348-9590 
www.BGcommunities.com 

NOVI-MAIN STREET AREA. 
1 & 2 Bdrm Apts. Washer/ 
Dryer, Private Entrance & 
Balcony. 248-348-0626 EHO 

PLYMOUTH 
1 Bdrm. $600, 2 Bdrm. $670 
First month free w/approved 

credit. W/1 yr. lease. Walk-in 
closets. (734)455-1215 

PLYMOUTH - OLD VILLAGE, 
Small 1 bdrm, hardwood 
floors, ceiling fan, breakfast 
bar, cable ready, storage and 
laundry, very clean and cute. 
$145/wk incl all utilities, 1 yr 
lease. (248) 425-4853, broker. 

PLYMOUTH - Prime location, 
1 bdrm avail, $580 plus secu­
rity. Near downtown. Incl. 
heat. No dogs. 734-455-2635 

I PLYMOUTH 1 bdrm, 
in a 4 unit bldg., 
appliances, c/a. 
$595/mo, plus sec. 

(231)392-6373 

Apartments/ 
Unfurnished 

PLYMOUTH 
1 Bdrm: $637/mo. 

$300 Sec Dep 
1st Month Free 

Private sntry/patio 
Washer/Dryer included 

Single story, attic storage. 
(734) 459-6640 EHO 

/ Plymouth 
Free Rent 

Until 12/31/08 
1 & 2 Bedroom Apts . 

Plymouth Manor 
Plymouth House 
734-455-3880 
vMw.yorkcommunities,com 

PLYMOUTH, Lg 1 bdrm, newly 
remodeled, $595. Incl. heat & 
water. Mo to mo lease. 734-
641-7751, LYNX C.I.R. Inc. 

PLYMOUTH-SHELDON PARK 
Spacious 1 & 2 bdrms. 

From $565 
$300 Security 

50% off 1st 3 Months 
w/ good credit! 

Call: (734) 453-8811 

WALLED LAKE 
1 Bedroom Apartments 

S499 
Reduced Deposit 

Pius: 1st Month Free 
Section B & Pets Welcome 

(248) 624-66D6 EHO 

WESTLAND 
"No Rent until 2009" 

1 Bedroom - $485/mo. 
immediate Occupancy 

fJewburgh Colonial Apts. 
2400 Newburgh Rd. 
(734) 721-6699 EHO 

WESTLAND 
1 bdrm w/appliances. 

$475/mo. 
248-892-0262 

WESTLAND 
2 bdrm, 1.5 bath, close to 

schools. $600/month, 
248-892-0262 

Apartments/ 

Unfurnished 

Westland 
Estates 

"WOW" 
One 

Bedrooms 
from $495 
No fine print in this ad! 

-Heat/Water included 
-$30.00 Application Fee 
-$200 Deposit w/Credit 

New Resident's Only 
734-722-4700 
734-444-5655 

Man. -F i t 10-9pm 
Sat. Sun.10-4pm 

Westland Park Apts. 

FREE RENT 
1st month Free and 

Reduced Rate 
2 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath, 
$565, 936 Sq. Ft. 

1 Bdrm. $490, 
728 Sq. Ft. 

$200 Security Deposit 
Heat and Water Incl 
{New residents only) 
with approved credit 
No Pets, C/A, Vertical 

Blinds, Intercom. 
Appliances include 

dishwasher. 
Very clean Apartments 
Excellent Maintenance 

(734) 729-6636 

Westland 
VENOY PINES APTS. 

Rent Starting 
at $499 

• 1 & 2 bdrm apts. 
with fireplace. 

(734) 261-7394 
www.yorkcommjriities.com 
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Look Here First! 
Primary Residence • Building Site• Summer Home or Hunting Property 
*» * * y +K 

III U k I \ k l \ l (I S M N F S l ' | , 

cabin. Finish to make it your dream home, or 
cottage. Close to State park and public 
access. $175,000 

Call Rick today ~ 989-820-7343 
Ml 
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THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR 

t! 

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. (248) 740-2323 

Central States Mortgage (866) 580-3738 

C * ' " ' I - . " - , ' " • 

Co-op Services Credit Union (734) 466-6113 

• - . . . , . « . . - - - - - " 

Countrywide Home Loans (800) 641-2384 

Gold Star Mortgage (800) 784-1074 

G' . r ' 1 ' - " ' -

Group One Mortgage (248) 282-1602 

V — * • , , ' < > 

Northlawn Financial (248) 988-8488 
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Above Information available as of 12/19/08 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a $200,000 

loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment calculations & most current 

rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport .com. Key to "Other" Column - J = Jumbo, $ 

A = Arm, V = VA, F = FHA & NR = Not Reported. All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. ^~f § 

Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 / © 2008 Residential Mortgage Consultants, inc., All Rights Reserved 

Apartments/ 
Unfurnished 

Westland-UVONIA SCHOOLS 
1 & 2 bdrm, 2 baths. 

Washer & dryer. 
Private entrance & balcony 

(734)459-1711 EHO 

Ypsilanti - Reduced Rent 

Plus $99 Sec Dap* 

Section 8 Welcome 
Large 1 & 2 bedroom 
734-434-D576 EHO 

'Same restrictions apply 

Apartments/ 

Furnished 

CANTON A country setting, 
furnished 1 bdrm, non-smok­
ing, incl. util., heat, & cable. 
$700/mo. + 1st. mo. & sec. 
dep. No pets. Avail Now. 
734-495-3000, 734-644-3104 

Condos/Townhouses ^ m 

BIRMINGHAM - DOWNTOWN 
2 bdrm townhouse, 1,5 bath, 
hardwood floors, a/c, bsmt, 
washer/dryer. No pets, non­
smoking. $1100/mo. 

248-901-0425 

CANTON, Haggerty/PalmerRd 
area. 1 bdrm, 1 bath, 800 sq. 
ft. condo. All appliances incl 
washer & dryer, doorwall to 
private patio. Window treat­
ments & vertical blinds, $525. 

248-425-4853. See pics: 
www.bekamanagement.com 

LYON TWP 
$499* per mo. 

2 Bedroom, 1.5 baths, 
Immediate, Occupancy, 

Call 246-290-5300 ext 306 
"First 3 months. 

TROY-Northfield Hills. 2 bed­
room, 1,5 bath condo. 
Minimum 1 yr. lease. 
$1000/mo. 248-745-5815 

WESTLAND CONDO 
1 bdrm loft, washer/dryer in 
unit, $650/mo. + dep, incl 
heat & water. (734) 658-9267 

Homes For Rent 

DETROIT 
2 bdrm, basement, $575/mo. 
16580 Woodbine, 6 mile& 
Telegraph. (248) 476-6498 

Detroit - Lasher Road Area 
2 bdrm, bsmt, $475/mo. 

18971 Westbrook 
3 Bdrm, bsmt, garage, $600, 

20021 Chapel 
(248) 476-6498 

-r -- . i " ^ « r t i 

DETROIT 
Telegraph & Plymouth. 2-3 
bdrm, 1.5 bath, a/c, finished 
bsmt, all appliances, 2 car, 
fenced. $895 + sec. + utili­
ties. 313-929-8595 

FARMtNGTON HILLS-21603 
Roosevelt Ave. 2 bdrm, new 
carpet, avail now, 1st & last 
mo rent, $750. 248-684-1713 

FARMINGTON HILLS 3 bdrm, 
2 baths, new carpet & paint, 
bsmt, a/c, deck, no pets. Must 
See! $875/mo. 248-214-7857, 

FREE RENT 
TIL FEBRUARY! 

3 bedroom / 2 bathroom 
Home $729 

Includes washer/dryer 
& central air 

HURRY WON'T LAST 
Call Sun Homes 

College Park Estates 
886-284-4080 
APPLY ONLINE 

www.4collegepark.com 
*some restrictions apply 

call for details. 

GARDEN CITY - 3 bdrm, brick 
ranch, bsmt, garage, $900; 2 
bdrm ranch, garage, $700 
opt. Call: (248) 788-1823 

CANTON 
3 bdrm, 1 1/2 bath, move-in 
mid December. 1741 Elm-
hurst. $900/mo. + security 
deposit. (734)455-1215. 

O i l HOMES 
FOR RENT 

LIVONIA - 2 bdrm, 
fireplace, all appli­
ances, bsmt, fenced 
yard, $775/mo: 
231-392-6373 

LIVONIA 2 bdrm, w/bsmt, 1 
car garage, fenced, yard, appli­
ances, no pets, non-smoker. 
$800 + sec. 989-635-7250 . 

Homes For Rent 

CANTON 4 bdrm., 2010 sq. 
ft., 2 1/2 bath, fireplace, 2 car 
attached garage, appliances, 

$1450/mo. 248-344-8999 

CANTON 41004 Westfield 
Circle. 2000 sq. ft., 4 bdrm, 2 
1/2 bath, 2 car attached 
garage, family rm & fireplace. 
Avail, now! $1795/mo. 
Showing Wed. & Sun. at 4pm. 
734-444-5212,313-920-5966 

CANTON Remodeled 1100 sq 
ft. 2 bdrm bungalow. Water, 
all appliances & outside maint. 
incl. $795/mo. 734-776-2222 

CLAWSON - Sharp 2 bdrm 
colonial, 2 lull baths, all appli­
ances, 1 car, fenced yard. 

$850/mo. D&H Properties: 
(248) 888-9133 

LIMITED 
TIME OFFER 

FREE H O M E S 
Security Deposit 

equal to one 
| month's rent 

| Contact Lauren 
° or Jamie at & 
Academy West Point 

888-268-7434 

Starting at S699/mo 
Sharp 3 Bdrm, 2 Bath 
homes from 924 sq. ft. 
Appliances included. 

Pets welcome. 
No rent until February 1 

on select homes 
$ 1 9 9 MOVES YOU IN! 

Call Lauren at 
Sun Homes 

888-264-5842 
www.academywestpointcom 

f== t *0fferexpires 12/31/08 
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INKSTER-Sharp 3 bdrm brick 
ranch, bsmt, 2 car garage, 
dining room, option, bad cred­
it okay, $650. (248) 788-1823 

LIVONIA 
Beautiful 3 bdrm, 
1500 sq ft. Ranch 

w/master bdrm 
suite. $1395 

www.blrdsailproperties.com 
248-943-2963 

LIVONIA - 2 bdrm, appli­
ances, fireplace, garage, large 
yard, no pets, $8507mo + sec. 

Call: 734-425-7355 

Homes For Rent 

LIVONIA 
2700sq.ft. 1+ acre, 3 bdrm, 
3 baths, 3 fireplaces, attach 
gar. Avail. Dec 1. 

$1300/mo. 248-486-4157 

REDFORD - Remodeled 3 
bdrm, finished bsmt, garage, 
option, bad credit okay, $800. 

Call: (248) 788-1823 

REDFORD GAYLORD STREET 
Nice Renovated Brick Ranch -
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY! 3 
bdrms, 1.5 bath, 2 car garage, 
finished basement w/washer 
& dryer, all kitchen appliances, 
central air, no pets. $90O/mo 
+ $900 security deposit. 

248-896-5828 

SOUTHFIELD 
3. bdrm, finished 
bsmt, 2 car, 
deck, appliances 

incl. Southfield & 12 Mile. 
$1150 +uti l . 248-556-6520 

SOUTHFIELD- Section 8 OK. 
3-4 bdrm, non-furnished 
$975-1100. Newly renovated, 
excellent condition, new appli­
ances, no pets. 248-521-7581. 

WAYNE - 3 bdrm ranch, new 
vinyl windows & furnace, 2 car 
garage, option/LC avail, bad 
credit ok, $800. 248-788-1823 

WESTLAND 2 bdrm duplex. 
New paint, hardwood floors, 
small court, near schools, exc. 
landlord. $600. 313-418-9905 

Mobile Home Rentals CTp 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
MOBILE MANOR 

1-2-3 Bedrooms, appliances, 
no pets, from $350/mo. 8 
Mile & Merriman area. 

(248) 477-2080 

4110] 

flONITA BEACH, FL CONDO 
Gulf front, 2 bdrm, 2 bath. 

See www.VR80.com #47376 
$3500/mo. 248-224-1580. 

Rooms For Rent 

NORTHVILLE or PLYMOUTH 
Downtown. 1st week with full 
deposit. Furnished sleeping 
rooms. Newly decorated. $85 
weekly Security deposit. 
734-355-6453, 248-305-9944 

QUALITY SUITES 
Low weekly rates 

Livonia 
734-261-6800 

SUNRISE STUDIOS 
$159/wk 

Brand NEW A/C Rooms 
TV/Phone/HBO/CABLE 

LOW RATES 
734-427-1300 

Livonia 

TRIPLE A DELUXE MOTEL 
A/C, Jacuzzi in rooms, maid 
service, HBO. Low daily/wkly 

Sunrise Inn 734-427-1300 
Royal Inn 248-544-1575 
Fairlane 248-347-9999 
Comfort Suites 248-504-5080 

Office/Retail Space Fori 
Rent/Lease . * 

GARDEN CITY - Single room 
offices from $150 & office 
suites from $575. Utilities 
incl, 1st & 2nd floor. Ford & 
Mitidlebelt. (734)422-1195 

APARTMENT SPECIALISTS 
Even in these 
trying times, 
we still have 

the best prices! 

Westland 
Parkcrest pe^nedwi 

AptS. ROOMATESiriL 
S^w^7 Across from 
UVW X Meyers 

[734)522-3013 

Plymouth 
Carriage 

House 
Move-In 

Specials! 

CENTRAL AIR 
Corner of Ha^er ty & Joy 

(734) 425-0930 

Garden City 

Luna Move-In Specials! 

Apts. Near Westland mall 

(734) 425-0930 

Take advantage or Village Bathrooms 
one of these great Apts. Bordering Westland 

specials today! (734) 425-0930 

734-451-5210 
www.ssleasing.com OE086S4713 

Office/Retail Space For ( 

Rent/Lease 

WESTLAND - Dental clinic for 
lease-operating rooms, pri­
vate office, lab, receptionist 
area, employee's dining area 
& large waiting area. Ail oper­
ating rooms fully plumbed 1st 
2 months free rent. Call Mon-
Fri, 9-5pm. (313)561-1212 

Commercial/Industrial 

For Rent/Lease 

DOWNTOWN NORTHVILLE 
Prime location on Main St 
avail for lease. 2800 sq ft, full 
bsmt, C/A, excellent parking, 
front & rear entrances. Great 
opportunity! $2,875/month. 

Call Jim at 734-416-1201 

Additional Homes 

www.hOfnetownlife.coin 

/ ' O A / ^ P A R T M E N T S ^ ' 
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$499* 
Reduced deposit • Livonia Schools 
Close to 1-96 • Open 7 days a week 

Franklin Square 
Apartments 

734-427-6970 

^cellent enhancemer 
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EARLY 

for December 28 and January 1,2009 

Due to the holidays, 
the Observer and Eccentric Newspapers 

will be having ear ly deadl ines for advert is ing 

Issue of 12-28 Issue of 1-1-09 
Real Estate Display Mon. Dec. 22 4pm Fri. Dec 26 4pm 
Automotive Display Tue. Dec. 23,4pm Mon, Dec 29, Noon 
Recruitment Display Tues. Dec. 23,4pm Mon., Dec. 29,3pm 
Classified Liners Fri, Dec, 26 4pm Tues Dec. 3011am 
Obituaries Fri. Dec. 26,4pm Tues Dec 30,10am 

Household Goods 

FURNITURE (Like New) 
Computer hutch $135; Large 
L shape table unit $125; desk 
$100; futon with exc. futon 
mattress $135; 2 bookcase 
$50/ea; 1 table w/drawers 
$50. 248-661-3383 

MATTRESS-S150 
.New queen pillow-top 
mattress, can deliver. 

734-444-7277 

miscellaneous For 

Sale 

JUKEBOX 
1988, 496 Rockola. 200 play, 
restored near mint. $700 or 
best offer. 734-788-1626 

at it's test! 

SCHNAUZERS (MINI) 
i f i i T U A K C puppies, non-

* i " shedding, beautifui. 

* 989-738-6734, 
989-738-5006 

SHIH TZU AKC PUPS 

Assorted colors, many solids 

$400+ 248.636.5133 

Horses & Equipment 

HORSE STALL MATS 
670 mats, 2X2 

Interlocking. 
$8/each. 

248-486-1449 

Lost- Pels 

LOST CAT 
Black & Brown Tabby Cat. 

Snort hair, female. Please call 
if found. 

248-470-3868 

Showers o$ 

Great 

In your 

Classifieds! 

1 -800-579-SELL 

A i F U I J K 

The Observer & Eccentric Classified! 

news. 
Y o u d o n ' t h a v e t o 
f i s h f o r i t . 
I t ' s r i g h t h e r e , f r o m 
t h e f r o n t t o tJh.es 
h a c l c o f y o x i r 
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• . • fc * 

®b$tmt 

MICH-CAN 

STATEWIDE 

CLASSIFIED 

B U S I N E S S 
OPPORTUNITIES 

100% RECESSION 

PROOF! Do you earn up to 

$800/day? Your own local can­

dy route. Includes 30 Machines 

and Candy. All for $9,995. Call 

1-888-744-4651. 

DRIVERS- ASAP! Sign-on 

Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over 

$1000 weekly. Excellent ben­

efits. Need CDL-A & 3 mos re­

cent OTR. 877-258-8782 www. 

meltontruck.com 

WOODTRUCKING. INC: / 

MCT. Great New Career! Job 

Guaranteed on completion of 

Free 3 week CDL-A Training. 

1 year commitment required. 

1-800-621-4878 

PLACE YOUR STATE­

WIDE A D HERE! $298 

buys a 25-word classified ad 

offering over 1,6 million circu­

lation and 3,6 million readers, 

Contact this newspaper for 

details. 

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 

*BEST HOME LOANS!** 

Land Contract and Mortgage 

Payoffs, Home-Improvements, 

Debt-Consolidation, Property 

Taxes. Foreclosures. Houses/ 

Doublewides/Mobiles. Good/ 

Bad/Ugly Credit! 1-800-246-

8100 Anytime! United Mort­

gage Services. Www.umsmort-

gage.com . ' 

DR. DANIELS AND SON 

Real Estate Loans. Cash for 

land contracts. $10,000 to 

$500,000 - Fast funding, free 

consultation. 800-837-6166. 

248-335-6166. a!lan@drdan-

ielsandson.com 

MISCELLANEOUS 

DONATE VEHICLE: 

RECEIVE $1,000 grocery 

coupons, your choice, Noah's 

Arc, no kili animai shelters. 

Advance veterinary treatments. 

Free towing, IRS tax deduction. 

Non-runners. 1-866-912-GIVE ' 

SCHOOLS 

ADULT HIGH SCHOOL 

DIPLOMA at home fast! 

Nationally accredited. $399 

payment plan. Free brochure. 

800-470-4723. www.diplo-

maathome.com 

NOW AVAILABLE! 2008 

Post Office jobs. $18-20/HR. 

No experience. Paid training, 

Fed Benefits, Vacations. Call 

800-910-9941 TODAY! Ref 

#M108 

Help Wanled-General A 

ACCOUNTING; 
Bookkeeper 

BBA, MBA or CPA 
Full Time w/benefits. 

Hartland & NW Detroit 
Fax to: (313) 835-4403 or 
Email: HVAC@MECC1.com 

APPOINTMENT SETTER 
Ideal for anyone who can't 
get out to work. Work from 
home FT, schedule pick­
ups for Purple Heart. Call 
9-5, M-F. 734-728-4572 

BOWLING CENTER now hiring 
afternoon Shift Manager. Full 
or Part-Time. Please apply in 
person: Ford Lanes, 23100 
Van Born, Dearborn Heights. 

We always find the beet 
stuff In the Observer & 
Eccentric! 

DIRECT CARE- Make a differ­
ence! Support people with 
disabilities living their life the 
way they want to! Assist with 
personal care, meais, taking 
care of their homes, getting 
places etc. Many locations, 
many shifts! If you are at least 
18 years old, have a valid 
Michigan's Driver's License & 
are CLS, Inc. trained, call our 
Job Line 734-728-4201, Q# 

Help Wanted-General ^ ) l | Help Wanled-General @ 

Driver 
55 New Driver 

Trainees Needed 
In Michigan! 

Learn to drive for 
Swift Transportation! 

$750+ per week 
CDL In 3 weeks! 
No experience 

needed to start! 
Swift may cover costs 
if training at Nu-Way! 

1-888-822-8743 

Driver 
A Merry Christmas! 

Unwrap your new 
Career today at 

Integrity 
Truck Driving School 
The Best Gift Ever! 
A steady Paycheck 

and job Stability 
No Experience needed! 
Financial Aid Available 
Call today, Have a job 

Tomorrow! 
Michigan's Premiere 

Truck Driving School 
886-316-9199 

integritytds.com 

Just a quick 
callaway...,, 

1-8M9-SELL 

Free Tax School 
Register now for free tax 
school. Day & evening classes 
forming in January. Job 
opportunities available. 

Cali 734-326-1040 Leave a 
msg for more information 

Get Paid to Wave 
Costume character wanted. 
Must be outgoing and ener­

getic. Call 734-326-1040. 
Leave a msg for more info. 

ROOFERS-FLAT 
(Experienced) 

Commercial roofing firm 
seeks exp'd single-ply flat 
roofers. Salary negotiable with 
exp. Own transportation req. 
Benefits package after 6 mos. 
Apply in person btwn 8-12pm 

1055 Manufacturers Dr. 
Westland. Or submit resume 

to: nessymlc@yahoo.com 
Absolutely No Phone Inquiries 

ROOFERS-FLAT 
(Laborers) 

Commercial roofing firm 
seeks laborers. No experience 
required. Starting pay $10/hr. 
Own transportation required. 
Benefits package after 6 mos. 
Apply in person btwn 8-12pm 

1055 Manufacturers Dr. 
Westland. Or submit resume 

to: nessymic@yahQO.com 
Absolutely No Phone Inquiries 

Snow Removal 
On call snow removal help 
needed for Canton, Southfield, 
Farmington Hills, and Beverly 
Hills locations. 

Call 248.851.0111 

Help; Wanted-Off ice 

Clerical 

LEGAL 
SECRETARY 

The law firm of Bernstein & 
Bernstein has an immedi­
ate opening for a profes­
sional Legal Secretary in 
our Southfield office. The 
ideal candidate should 
have knowledge of legal 
documents, pleadings and 
court procedures. Candi­
date must have 2 or more 
years experience in per­
sonal injury litigation. Must 
be proficient in Microsoft 
Work. Knowledge of 
Needles software is benefi­
cial. Position is full-time 
with benefits. 

Please send resume to: 
Sharon Lovelace 
C/0 Law Firm 

of Bernstein, PC 
3000 Town Center 

Suite 1601 
Southfield, Mi 48075 

LEGAL SECRETARY 
/ASSISTANT 

Exp. in Family Law & time 
slips preferred. Flexible 
hours.. Bioomfield Hills, sole 
practitioner Email resume to: 

mrobbinslaw@aol.com 

s 
When seeking 
out the best 
deal check out 
the Observer 
& Eccentric Classifieds! 

y 1-800-579-7355 j 

Secretary/Telemarketing 
Manager & Telemarketers 

Exp'd. Good Pay for Good Peo­
ple. Jason: 248-231-2102 

DENTAL HYGtENtST 
Part-Time. Work Monday's 

9-5pm ONLY. Northville office. 
Call: 248-347-4250 

Medical Blller 
2+ yrs. exp. Must be pre 
cient in physician billing, C 
& ICD-9 coding, dependat 
Full-Time/Benefits, 
Email: gpressley@pbsb.n 

Medical Receptionist 
2+ yrs. exp. Must be prof 
sional, dependable, prov 
excellent customer service 
maintain multi phone lin 
Full-time, benefits. 
Email: gpresslsyOpbsb.n 

I PHLEBOTOMY 
EDUCATION 

Saturday accelerated class 
es beginning in Jafiuar 
10-4pm. Garden City; $90 

(313) 382-3857 

PHYSICIAN/ 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 

Part-Time for 
Internal Medicine Practicf 

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST 
ASSISTANT . : 

Needed. Experience require 
Please fax resume to: 

(734) 421-9354 

Private Duty Division 
Immediate Openings far 

*RNs*LPNs*CENAs*H | 
>F le ld Case Mgr Needed: 

•Must have strong 
clinical skills 

•Willing to train 
Call LaKiea 866-605-0070 

Fax resume: 248-284-110 
Email: laKiea® 

advancedhomecare.net 

Residential Housekeeper IV 
Gardner/Handyman, Cool 

3 positions. Exp. refs. 
Non-smoking.. 800-436-21 

I t £» <A.ll A^iy€>Z£t jF&-€££%L£*lts;, 

aH8DOa>D79-SELL 
WMr#M>gM> m¥*z»*2**m 
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Artie White, 4x4, Remote 
arter, Many Options! Winter 

Warrior! $17,995 
888-372-9836 

BTlMftBiaaiTlVJIgl 
Guaranteed financing or your 

car is free! 
Tyme finances everyone. 

TYME AUTO 734-455-5566 

Autos Wsnied 

WE WANT YOUR CAR! 
ANY CONDITION. TOP $$$$ 

(FREE TOWING) 
248-335-7480, 248-939-6123 

Junk Cars Wanted 

AACHEN AUTO.com 
RECEIVE CASH & 
TAX DEDUCTION 

For Running, Wrecked, 
Junk Cars. Call info 
FREE TOWING 24/7 

ALL AUTOS TOP SS 
Junked* WreckedoRunning 

£ & M 248-474-4425 
Evenings 734-717-0428 

Trucks for Sale 

CHEVY COLORADO Z71 2005 

Crew Cab, 4x4, Superior Blue, 

Test Drive Today! Just $13,995 

888-372-9336 

CHEVY S-10LS 2003 37K 
miles, automatic, 4 cylin­
der, very clean, .pewter, 

airbags, warranty, $7,995 
RALPH THAYER AUTO 

734-125-5400 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK! 

1-800-579-7355 

FORDF-15G2GO0 
Reg Cab, long bed, hard to 

find! Only 26K! $6,950 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

FORD F-150 2004 Super 
Cab, FX4, V8, loaded, 5.4 
Liter, trailer tow $14,994 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

FORD F-150 SPt XL 2003 
Super low miles! $7,295 or 

$37/week. WAC + TTL 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

FORD F-150 XLT 2007 Crew 
Cab, 4x4, 25K miles, extra 

clean $19,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

FORD F-150 XLT 2007 Super 
Crew, 4x4, black, loaded 

$21,997 • 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

FORD F-150 XLT 2008 Only 
7,900 miles, V8, auto, 

loaded, stiarpt! $24,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

FORD F-350 KING RANCH 
2007 Crew Cab, diesel, dual­
ly 4x4, $32,997 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

FORD RANGER XLT 2006 
4x4, X-Cab, $14,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

CMC SIERRA 1500 SLE 2006 
4x4, Ext Cab, Z71,5.3V8, 

auto, only 14K miles $20,950 
JOHN ROGiN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

GMC SIERRA 2500 SLE 2004 
4x4, Ext Cab, 6.0 V8, auto, 

loaded $16,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

Trucks for Sale ( g > 

. M . J O L N MARK LT 2006 
4x4, 24K miles, 20' chrome 
wheels, moonroof, excellent 

condition! $23,500 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

BUICK TERRAZA 2005 
Leather, DVD, blue, loaded, 

only $13,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

CHEVY UPLANDER 2007 
Only 29K Miles, Maroon, ABS 

and Alloys. Room For Trie 
Whole Family! Just $16,995! 

888-372-9836 

DODGE CARAVAN 2005 
Take the whole family! $9,890 

Stk. 8T3004A 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
SXT 2007 6 cylinder, 42,950 

miles, $12,997 
SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 

734-397-0900 

FORD FREESTAR 2006 Gray, 
A/C, 23K, certified $11,996 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

FORD WINDSTAR 1999 
Green, sharp, only $4,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

KIA SEDONA LX 2008 7 
pass, V6, 21,378 ml, $13,990 
SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 

734-397-9900 

MERCURY MONTEREY 2006 
$13,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

MERCURY MONTEREY 2007 
Leather, hot/cold seats, clean 

$16,955 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

CHEVY EXPRESS 1500 2004 
Cargo van, VB, auto, air, bulk 

head, cargo mat $10,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUfCK 

734-525-0900 

FORD E-150 CLUB XLT 2D08 
V8, dual A/C, heat, 8 passen­

ger, low miles $16,998 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

FORD E-350 2008 
Passenger van $13,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

4 Wheel Drive 

FORD ESCAPE XLS 2007 
4 door, auto, A/C, certified 

$12,955 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

FORD ESCAPE XLT 2007 
4x4, 4 cylinder $15,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248)355-7515 

FORD ESCAPE XLT 2007 
4WD, moonroof, 31K, looks 

new! $14,500 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

FORD FREESTYLE LTD 2007 
AWD, power moonroof, navi­

gation, clean $17,997 

Bil! Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

FORD FREESTYLES 2007 8 to 

choose starting from $12,997 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

Sports Utility 

BUICK RAINIER 2004 Silver, 
moon, navigation, 4x4, $6,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

BUICK RENDEZVOUS 2006 
Tan, loaded, only $13,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

BUICK RENDEZVOUS CXL 
2005 Moonroof, leather, 2-

tone $9,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

CADILLAC ESCALADE 2004 
ESV, low miles, leather, moon­

roof, 3rd row, only $21,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUiCK 

734-525-0900 

CHEVROLET HHR 2008 
Two to Choose From, Nicely 

Equipped, GM Certified, 
Starting at $15,755 

888-372-9836 

CHEVY TAHOE HYBRID 2008 
Midnight Black, Fully Loaded, 
Can't Miss This One! Call for 

Details! 
888-372-9836 

CHEVY TAHOE LT Z71 2004 
Moonroof, DVD, leather, 
loaded, SAVE! $19,950 

JOHN ROGiN BUICK 
734-525-0900 

CHEVY TRAILBLAZER 2006 
EXT, Seating for 7, DVD, Front 

& Rear Air, Alloy Wheals & 
More. Priced to Go! #P7967 

888-372-9836 

CHEVY TRAILBLAZERS 2006 
Several to Choose From, 
Nicely Equipped, Winter 

Ready, Starting at $11,995 
3-372-9836 

DODGE DURANGO 2004 
SLT. Red hot! 3rd row seat. 
$11,123 or $55 per week. 

WAC + TTL 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

END OF THE YEAR 
CLEARANCE! 

EVERYTHING MUST GO! 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

FORD EXPEDITION EL 2008 
Eddie 8auer, 4x4,11K$26,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248)355-7515 

FORD EXPEDITION 2004 
Eddie Bauer, black, 47K, 

$13,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

FORD EXPEDITION XLT 2007 
3rd seat, loaded, full power, 

only $15,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

FORD EXPLORER 2007 
Eddie Bauer, 4x4, power 

moon, 3rd seat, 10K, $19,997 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

GMC ENVOY XL SLT 
58K, $8,998 
AVIS FORD 

(248) 355-7515 

GMC SUBURBAN 2500 SLE 
1995 Diesel, auto, air, loaded, 

only $6,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

GMC SUBURBAN LT 1999 
Leather, 3rd seat, loaded, 

sharp!! $6,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

GMC YUKON 2007 
Holiday Special! Remote Start, 

ABS, Alloys, Sunroof, and 
Ready For Winter! $25,995 

888-372-9836 

GMC YUKON SLE 2005 Rear 
heat/air, 3rd seat, fully 
loaded, only $15,950 

JOHN ROGiN BUSCK 
734-525-0900 

GMC YUKON SLT 2007 
Navigation, DVD, white, 4x4, 

only $21,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

JEEP COMMANDER 2006 
4x4, 26K miles, full power, 
new car warranty, $12,900 

Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 
1-866-455-5332 

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
LAREDO 2006 4x4, 27K, 

sharp! $12,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 -

MERCURY MOUNTAINEER 
2008 AWD, leather $17,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

SATURN VUE 2005 
1 Silver, 4 cylinder $10,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

SATURN VUE 2006 Auto, air, 
moon, red, only $12,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

SATURN VUE 2006 Red, 27K, 
moonroof, only $12,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

Sports & Imported 

BMW 330i 2002 
$11,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

CORVETTE COUPE 2008 
Jet stream blue,' auto, 
loaded. Z51 . pkg. Bose 
stereo, beige leather, 
chrome wheels, glass roof. 
8,000 miles. $39,405. 

734-546-1056 

MERCEDES S43Q 2000 
Moonroof,.navigation system, 

71K, showroom condition, 
must see to appreciate! 

$14,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

MINI COOPER 2007 Just 
13,959 miies, moonroof, 6-

speed Supercharger $16,997 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

AUDI A4 2001 
$9,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

CENTURY 2004-2005 8 to 
choose, certified, loaded, low 

miles, from $9,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

LACROSSE CXL 2005 
Leather, sharp, blue $15,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

LACROSSE LT 2006 
Brown, only $12,495-

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

LESABRE 2004 

White, leather, only 12K 

Bob Jeannotte Poniiac 
(734) 453-2500 

LESABRE 2005 
Gray, 18K, only $16,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

LESABRE LIMITED 2005 

Leather, tan. only $11,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

LUCERNE CX 2006 
Dark blue, 4 door $13,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

LUCERNE CXL 2006 
$14,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

LUCERNE CXL 2008 
White, heated and cooling 

seats, loaded $17,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

PARK AVENUE ULTRA 2004 
Moonroof, leather, blue, 

loaded $16,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

RAINIER CXL 2004 9 to 
choose, leather, moonroof, 
navigation, certified, from 

$10,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

RENDEZVOUS 2005-2006 12 
to choose, CX, CXL, leather, 

moonroof, from $11,950 
JOHN ROGiN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

RIVIERA 1997 Burg, Super 
charged, 69K, only $6,495. 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734)453-2500 

CTS 2005 
Luxury for less, white dia­
mond, $17,500 or $75 per 

week. .WAC + TTL 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

CTS 2007 
Black, 3.6 V6, moon $17,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

CTS 2007 White, moon, 30K 
& more $18,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

DEVILLE 2000 
DNS, red $6,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

DTS 2005 Leather, moonroof, 
loaded, sharp!! Only $16,950 

JOHN ROGIN BUICK 
734-525-0900 

SRX 2004 Leather, loaded, 
moonroof, full power, sharp!! 

$16,950 • 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

SRX 2005 Platinum Metallic, 
Luxurious Options, Hurry In! 

Save Big! Low Price of 
$16,995 

888-372-9836 . 

STS 2005 
$17,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

> buildmydreamteam.com or 1-877-FHI-A-Job 
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To place an ad call toll free 
1-800-579-SELL (7355) 
Fax:(734)953-2232 

CLASSIFIED 
INDEX 
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Call Toll Free 
-800-579-SElL (7355) 

Fax Your Ad: (734) 953-2232 
Walk-In Office Hours: 

Monday -Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.a 
After Hours: Call (734)591-0900 

Deadlines: To place, 
cancel or correct ads. 

Sunday 
5:30 p.m. Friday 
Sunday Real Estate 
5:30 p.m. Thursday 
Thursday 
6 p.m. Tuesday 
Thursday Real Estate Display 
3 p.m. Monday 

View the Observer & 
Eccentric Automotive 

Classifieds on the web: 

www.observerandeccentric.com 

Strong es To Match Last Year's 
Advertising Feature 

CAReport 

By Daie Buss ff 

Search high and low through statistics about U.S. 
auto sales this year, and you'll find practically nothing 
to brag about. But one silver lining does emerge: sales 
of "certified pre-owned" vehicles. 

Even through the industry's darkest days of the 
third quarter, sales of certified pre-owned units for 
most OEMs selling in the American market were 
ahead of or at least even with last year -while new-
and general used-car sales had declined at ferocious 
double-digit rates. 

The fourth quarter finally has managed to bring 
down the "CPO" segment a bit, but these vehicles have 
remained the most robust portion of an extremely 
weak overall market. 

As they finish the year relatively strong, in fact, the 
biggest drag on CPO sales may not be consumers' 
general reluctance to buy vehicles but, actually, a 
restricted supply of top-shelf used automobiles that 
are eligible for OEM certification. 

"There is an incredible shortage of one-to five-year-
old used cars because so many have been purchased 
under long-term contracts that people don't want to 
get rid of them," said Art Spinella, president of CNW 
Marketing Research, in Bandon, Ore. 

"So people can't find good certifiable used cars. You 
have to rely on daily rentals and corporate fleets now 
to find them, and most of them are pretty beat up." 

Even through the teeth of the incipient automotive 
recession, American consumers have been 
demonstrating strong demand for CPOs. 

Ford's CPO sales Were up by 29 percent over last 
year, through November, in its Southwest Region and 
up by nearly 8 percent in California - the two parts of 
the country where the company first launched a round 
of program improvements earlier this year. 

And for the year through November, Chrysler's 
overall CPO sales were up by about 1 percent. 

ft 
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models that have become hot in the 
Certified Pre-Owned market. 

GM's overall Certified Used Vehicles sales were off 
only 7 percent for the year to date, through November. 
Cadillac Certified Used sales had risen by 7 percent for 
the year. And this arena remained practically the only 
solace this year for GM's troubled brands: Hummer's 
Certified Used sales through October rose by 66 
percent compared with a year ago, while Saab's 
Certified Used sales were up nearly 4 percent. 

Audi's pre-owned sales remained nearly 23 percent 
higher through November than a year earlier, and the 
company was on pace to exceed 32,000 U.S. CPO sales 
after 27,000 last year. Meanwhile, BMWs CPO sales in 
the United States rose by 16 percent for the year, 
through November. 

And Lexus CPO sales were up about 5 percent 
through November; for the year, with the company still 
projecting the possibility that, for all of 2008, they will 
surpass the 2007 level that was up about 8 percent 
over 2006 CPO sales. 

Through November, industry-wide sales of factory-
certified CPO vehicles actually were almost exactly flat 
with a year ago, at 1.547 million units sold, according 
to Edmunds.com, while new-car sales were down 
nearly 15 percent overall, and used-car sales at 
franchisee! dealers through October were down by 7 
percent. 

So most OEMs are backing their CPO programs 
more heavily than ever. Among the recent initiatives 
are a couple by GM. 

GM's Certified Used effort has been suffering lately 
in contrast with those even of other Detroit Three 
automakers in large part because of the perception that 
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Hummer's new 2 0 0 9 H3T is 
finding demand by CPO buyers. 

GM dealers are having difficulty financing all 
consumer purchases. 

But GM also has been going aggressively after more 
CPO business. Last spring, for example, it began listing 
its Certified Used inventories on eBay Motors, free for 
dealers. Vehicles are listed as online classifieds rather 
than for sale in an eBay online auction. 

"It's meeting all of our expectations so far," said 
Mark Mathews, GM's director of used-car activities. 
"Leads are coming off of it. But we're still trying to 
make it as vibrant as possible," he said, including 
feeding eBay Motors GM's ideas about how to improve 
navigation and graphics. 

Meanwhile, GM also approved Sister Technologies, 
Dallas, as a vendor to create used-vehicle walk-around 
videos for its U.S. dealers to use on their sites as well as -
on auto portals and YouTube. About 25 percent of all 
U.S. dealers now use online video, said Howard Polirer, 
director of industry relations for AutoTrader.com, the 
Atlanta-based online service3. 

"It's far more engaging for customers to look at 
video instead of still pictures," Mathews said. About 85 
percent to 90 percent more leads come from videos 
than from photos, "and we get about 70 percent more \ 
calls directly to a dealer in terms of inventory « 
searches," he said. "We're encouraging our Certified § 
Used dealers to use this." ° 
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AVEO 2007 4 Door Sedan, 
Victory Red, Great on Gas, 

Auto, Only $10,995 
888-372-9836 

AVEQ 2008 Black, 5-Speed, 
21K, PL, PW, Gas Saver! Act 

Quickly $11,495 
888-372-9836 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK! 

1-800-579-7355 

AVE0 LS 2006 Black, Auto, 
Cruise. Perfect Car, Perfect 
Price, Perfect Timing! Only 

38,995! 
888-372-9836 

AVE0 LS 5 door, 4 cylinder, 
. 40,797 miles, $7,590 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

CAVALIER 2005 
2 door, beige, 52,000 miles, 

original owner, $6,500. 
Evenings 7-8pm, 

Call: (734) 464-9246 

COBALT LS 2006 2 door, 
blue, 35K, auto, spoiler, 

very clean, warranty 
$9,617 

RALPH THAYER AUTO 
734-425-5400 

COBALTS 2008 GM Certified, 
2 & 4 Door, Many to Choose 

From, Starting at $11,995 
888-372-9836 

CORVETTE C0NV 2007 
Sunburst Yeliow, 6K, Chrome, 

Get Noticed! Only $47,995 
888-372-9836 

HHR LT 2008 4 cylinder, 
28,898 miles, $11,990 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

IMPALA 2005 Candy Apple 
Red, Sunroof, Alloys, CD and 
More! Only 33K, A Must Test 
Drive! Reduced to $10,997 

888-372-9836 

IMPALA SS 2006 Fully 
Loaded, AFM; Fun & 

Excitement on 4 Wheels, Act 
Fast! Only $13,995 

888-372-9836 

MALIBU 2005 Snowdust 
White, Sips Gas, Won't Be 
Around Long! Reduced to 

$10,997! Great Buy! 
888-372-9836 

MARAUDER 2004 Silver, 69K 
miles, clean CARFAX $15,994 

(734) 522-0030 
VENTURA 2004 

After Christmas Special!! 
50,000 miles. 

$3700 
TYME AUTO 734-455^5566' 

Chrysler-Plymoutt. : W 

300 LX 2008 V6, 31,169 
miles, $15,650 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

, PT CRUISER 2007 
Touring, Sport Cruiser, excel­

lent gas mileage $9,530 
Stk. P20728 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-585-3518 

PT CRUISER LIMITED 2003 
Leather, moonroof, auto, 

loaded, only $6,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

SEBRlNG C0NV" 2004 
Winter Priced! $8,450 

Stk. 8T1473A 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

•

CARAVAN 2006 SXT 
Pwr locks, windows 
& seats. Remote key­
less entry, cruise 

control, trip computer. 1 year 
remaining on factory warran­
ty. Only 19,300 miles. 6 cyi. 
$12,000,734-421-1144. 

CHARGER 2008 
$15,498 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

CHARGER SXT 2007 Auto, 
air, fully loaded, full power, 

low miles $14,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

MAGNUM SE 2008 V6, black, 
19,948 miles, $14,990 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

$250 GAS CARD W/PUR-
CKASE OF A BRAND NEW 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE! 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

500 LIMITED 2007 AWD, sil­
ver, navigation, power moon, 

Chromes $17,997 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

EDGE 2007 6 to choose 
starting from $16,997 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

EDGE SEL 2008 
$18,498 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

ESCAPE XL 2008 
Like brand new! Buy me and 

get a free remote starter! 
$16,900 Stk. P20635 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

ESCAPE XLT 2007 
Moonroof, only 32K, 100K 

mile warranty included, 
$13,490 

NORTH B0RS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

ESCORT 1997 Automatic, 
air, red, very clean, 4 

door, great gas mileage, 
warranty $3,045 

RALPH THAYER AUTO 
734-425-5400 ' 

EXPLORER 2003 
Auto, air. $3500 

TYME AUTO 734-455-5566 

FOCUS 2001 
Auto, air, moonroof. 

$3199. 
TYME AUTO 734-455-5566 

FOCUS 2002 Cpe, black, 
auto, air $5,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

FOCUS 2006 ZX4 
door. 32,000 miles. 

TYME AUTO 734-455-5566 

FOCUS 2007 10 to choose, 
auto, A/C, clean, from $9,955 

Bill Brown Ford 
( 7 3 4 ) 5 2 2 - 0 0 3 0 

FOCUS 2000 
$12,498 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

FOCUS 2008 
2 Door, Warranty Setter Than 
New! $12,970 Stk. 8T1482A" 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

FOCUS ZXW 2005 
Wagon $9,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248)355-7515 

FREESTYLE LIMITED 2006 
$14,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

FUSION 2006 
$13,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

FUSION 2007 All Wheel 
Drive, V6, 2 to choose, red 
or blue, starting at $14,997 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

FUSION SE 2007 Full power, 
aluminum wheels, auto, 31K 

miles, $10,900 
Hires Park Lincoln Mercury 

^ 1-866-455-5332 

H METOWN 

FUSION SEL 2006 
V6,'19K,-$15,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

FUSION SEL 2006 
Leather, certified, Retail Book 

$16,500, SALE $13,995 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

FUSION SEL 2009 
$15,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

MUSTANG GT 2002 
Convertible, 42K, $11,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

ONE YEAR FREE 

OIL CHANGES ON ALL 

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED 

VEHICLES 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 . 

TAURUS 1995 GL 93,000 
miles, new shocks, struts & 
battery, exc. cond. $1,900/best 
offer. 248-667-1088. 

TAURUS SE 1909 
Midsummer Blue, 59K, Multi-
CD, PL, PW! A Must See To 

Believe! Only $6,495! 
888-372-9836 

TAURUS SE 2004 
$5,498 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

TAURUS SEL 2003 
Leather, moon, 21K, $9,' 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

TAURUS SEL 2008 
$15,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

TAURUS X 2008 
E.B., AWD $16,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248)355-7515 

THUNDERBIRD 2002 
Premium Package, hard top, 
leather, chromes, spotless, 

46K miles $16,900-
Hlnes Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

ACCORD EX 2004 Leather, 
V6, Inspected & warranted, 

must see! $10,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-S66-455-5332 

ACCORD EXL 2006 
$16,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

HONDA CR-V 2006 
AWD, silver, 19K, $16,996 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734 ) 5 2 2 - 0 0 3 0 

ELANTRA 2007 Red, side 
airbags, moonroof $10,955 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

SANTA FE GLS 2005 V6, 
power windows/locks, 
automatic, front side 

airbags, AM/FM/CD, war­
ranty $10,250 

RALPH THAYER AUTO 
734-425-5400 

SONATA GLS 2008 4 cylinder, 
40,722 miles, $12,990 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

TUCSON 2005 Auto, 4x4, 
front/side airbags, factory 
warranty, 28K,-$12,980 
RALPH THAYER AUTO 

734^25-5400 

OPTIMA LX 2008 4 cylinder. 
13,841 miles, $12,990 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

SPORTAGE LX 2007 4 cyl, 
2WD, 29,272 miles, $11,990 
SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 

734-397-9900 

X TYPE 2008 Moon, AWO, 
22K, $21,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

8535] 

LIBERTY 4WD 2007 
'GET READY FOR WINTER! 

ABS traction control, 
EXP eligible $11,795 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

LINCOLN MKX 2008 
AWD, Vista Roof, navigation, 

video headrests $32,998 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

MKX 2007 Navigation, moon­
roof, AWD $22,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248)355-7515 

MKZ 2007 Al! Wheel Drive, 
23K miles, spotless! $18,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

TOWN CAR SIGNATURE 2006 
49,654 miles, $13,990 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

TOWN CAR SIGNATURE LTD 
2006 13K, showroom new! 

$18,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

ZEPHYR 2006 
Navigation, 26K, $17,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

MAZDA 3 2005 
Like new, $5000. 

TYME AUTO 734-455-5566 

MAZDA 3S 2007 32K mi, 
power windows/iocks/mir-
ror, red, auto, factory war­

ranty, $13,946 
RALPH THAYER AUTO 

734-425-5400 

MAZDA 626 2001 4 door, 
automatic, air, dual front 
airbags, 4 cylinder, great 

on gas, blue, warranty 
$3,565 , 

RALPH THAYER AUTO 
734-425-5400 

MAZDA3 2004 5 speed, 4 
cylinder, air, AM/FM/CD, 4 
door, airbags, black, war­

ranty $9,541 
RALPH THAYER AUTO 

734-425-5400 

GRAND MARQUIS 2001 
Looks good, runs goo 
79,800 miles, $5500. 

734-420-2698 

GRAND MARQUIS 2802 

LS, low miles $7,350 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

GRAND MARQUIS 2004 One 
owner, 34K, non-smoker, 

showroom condition! $9,495 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

GRAND MARQUIS LS 2004 
Fully loaded, full power, low 

miles, sharp!! $10,950 • 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

GRAND MARQUIS LS 2805 
Leather, only 24K miles! 

Extra nice! $11,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

MILAN 2006 
Leather, moonroof $12,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248)355-7515 

MILAN PREMIER 2007 16K, 
leather, like new! $14,500 

Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 
1-866-455-5332 

MONTEG0 2005 Red, leather, 
21K miles $10,995 

Bill Brown Ford 
(734) 522-0030 

MONTEG0 PREMIER 2006 
17K, leather, looks new! 

$13,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-806-455-5332 

M0NTEGO PREMIER 2007 
Moonroof, chromes, leather, 

15K miles $13,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

SABLE LS PREMIUM 2005 
Leather, 62K, inspected & 

warranted $8,995 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

ALTIMA SE 2004 
$9,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248) 355-7515 

SENTRA GXE 2002 
4 door $5,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734)453-2500 

AZTEK 2002 
Gold, auto, air $4,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734)453-2580 . 

BONNEVILLE SE 1999 4 
door, V6, A/C, power win­
dows/locks, chrome 
wheels, very clean, war­
ranty, $4,395 

RALPH THAYER AUTO 
734^25-5400 

G-5 2008 
Dark blue, auto, only $12,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2580 

G-6 2005 
Burg, moon, 4 door $12,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

G-6 2006 
4 door, gold, only $12,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

G-6 2006 
Moon, 4 door, SAVE! $12,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2508 

G-6 2007 
Silver, air, auto $12,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

G-6 2007 4 door, blue, sharp, 
only 32K, $14,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

G6 2006 29K miles, moon­
roof, inspected, warranty, 

nice! $10,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

G6 2007 
Awesome MPG! Quality 

Checked. $11,500 or $50 per 
week. WAC + TTL 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

G6 GT 2008 V6, black, 
27,546 miles, $13,550 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

GRAND AM GT 2001 White, 
cpe, moon $4,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2580 

GRAND AM SE 2004 Auto, 
air, CD, loaded, sharp!! Only 

$8,950 
JOHN ROGIN BUICK 

734-525-0900 

GRAND PRIX 2007 
Sedan, white, 33K, $12,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 
GRAND PRIX 2007 
Black, priced to move! 
$10,950 Stk. P20615 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

GRAND PRIX 2008 V6, black, 
28,544 miles, $13,990 

SUMMIT PLACE KIA CANTON 
734-397-9900 

GRAND PRIX GT 2005 Red, 
27K, sharp! $14,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

GRAND PRIX GT 2005 Tinsel 
Silver, Leather, CD, Heated 
Seats, Reliability Through All 
Seasons, Only $13,995 

888-372-9836 

GRAND PRIX GXP 2007 VS. 
gray, moon $18,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2508 

GRAND PRIX GXP 2008 Red, 
V8.15K, moon $19,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

SUNFfRE 2004 
Loaded, moonroof, low miles 

$7,350 Stk. 9T9135A 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

TORRENT 2006 Graphite 
Gray, Sunroof, Alloys, CD, 
Holiday Ready! Reduced 

Price of $13,995 
888-372-9836 

VIBE 2003 Red, auto, air, 
only 35K, $10,995 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

VIBE 2005 
Sport wagon, 4 door, ESP eli­

gible, Retail Book'$11,850, 
SALE $10,495 

NORTH BROS. FORD 
1-800-586-3518 

VIBE 2007 Auto; 2 to choose, 
white/gray $13,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

VIBE 2087 Blue, auto, air & 
more! $13,495 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
(734) 453-2500 

ION-2 2005 Air, CD, sharp!! 
E-Z Finance $9,950 

JOHN ROGIN BUICK 
734-525-0900 

AVIS Does 
What Others 

CAN'T! 
You're Approved 

For The Auto 
YOU W a n t 

GUARANTEED! 
Call For Details 

ASK FOR MR. SCOTT 

3SI-751S 

FORD 

8720] 

PRIUS HYBRID 2004 
Navigation system, 51K 

miles, auto $14,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

RAV4 2005 
4WD, moonroof $16,998 

AVIS FORD 
(248)355-7515 

Volkswagen 

NEW J ETTA 2005 2.5 
LTR, auto, warranty, 

power windows/locks/mir­
rors, leather,. $12,053 

RALPH THAYER AUTO 
734-425-5400 

^ ^ 8 7 5 0 ] 

S60 2003 Ail Wheel Drive, 
leather, 61K miles, extra 

sharp! $12,900 
Hines Park Lincoln Mercury 

1-866-455-5332 

t$ dfe 
Every Sunday 
and Thursday, 

' we bring 
buyers and sellers,, 

employers and 
employees, 

landlords and tenants 
together. 

You can rely on us to 
deliver results. 

"It's All About 
Results!" 

1-800-579-SELL 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://Edmunds.com
http://AutoTrader.com

