Fired up
Chef shares big plans
in his new column.

Anti freeze [UiS

Mofown Winter Blast
heats up Detroit.

State of mind =™ AT HOME, SECTION B

You; hometown newspaper
serving Canton for 30
years

INSERTED SECTION

TASTE, SECTION D
THURSDAY
January 20, 2005

hcAu'rou

VoLume 30Numper 58 . hometownlife.com ©2005 HoMeTowN Commumcmms NETWORK

Soccer
parents set
goals for
improvements

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

A group of Plymouth-Canton Schools parents
is undertaking a $200,000 project to build a
freshman/junior varsity soccer field and
improve practice facilities at Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park.

“Although we've got a really first-class soccer
program at all three high schools ... we don’t
have first-class physical facilities,” said Bob
Harris, a member of the committee that pre-
sented the plan to the Board of Education.

Committee member Mike Marsh said there
are just too many teams using the current high
school facilities.

“When vou look at the expansion across the
Park from two to three high schools, and in
Soprano singer Karin White (left) plays along with many cases where you have a varsity team and .
baritone Thomas Petiet during Orchestra Canton's junior var51ty—freshma.n teams, that'’s now
final performance of the season Saturday at the expanded to six teams across each hxgh school,
Village Theater at Cherry Hill. 18 teams participating on each site,” said’
Marsh. “That, obviously, puts a tremendous
amount of pressure on the existing field.

“In benchmarking it with other facilities,
when you consider all the elements of the soc-
cer program - the bencli area, coneession
booths, restrooms and the like - we are among
the worst in the Western Lakes Conference,
ranked at the very bottom,” he said.

As well as improving the practice facilities
and constructing a new game field ($50,000),

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAU

- ¢ H1]1 on Saturday. The orchestra played before its the plan calls for constructing a multi-purpose
first sold-out audience at the new theater, as it building to include a concession stand, handi-
performed The Mozart Effect. cap accessible restrooms and storage

The performance featured conductor Nan ($115,000); building “best in class” bench areas,
Washburn and actors Karin White and Thomas including an announcer’s booth and dugouts
Petiet of the Comie Opera Guild of Ann Arbor, ’ ($30,000}; an improved public address system;
who performed musie from the Magic Flute and and constructing handicap access to the specta-
other Mozart compositions. tor stands.
“It went really well. We sold out the house,” Marsh said there is strong 1nterest among the
said Angela Han, executive director of the parents of soccer players, past and present, to
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra support the comprehensive effort to upgrade
Canton's parent organization. the soccer complex.
“It was Mozart, which always sells well” “We plan to use extensive private funding,
’ Orchestra Canton with a very aggressive campaign,” said Marsh.
officials say it was a successful first scason at the ; “We have a lot of passion in making this a suc-
Village Theater. cess. We'd like to have all this operational and
. The orchestra played three shows during the ready to go by August.”
A SRS — season. Marsh said the group has already secured
Conductor Nan Washburn directs Orchestra Canton during its Plans are for at least five shows next season, $10,000 in private coramitments. But, while
performance Saturday night. which begins in the fall. -
PLEASE SEE SOCCER, A5

Jov. music help arou Free pizza? Tell us who's deserving
y’ q p Starting next month, who dould use some time
. ] Buddy’s Pizza and the together.
Observer Newspapers will Be sure to include the
y honor good citizens name, address
y with “A Random Act and telephone
of Pizza.” number of the
BY JACK GLADDEN School for Fine and Each week, family you nomi-
STAFF WRITER Performing Arts, singing g Observer readers % nate.
variety of spiritual and gospel will nominate a per- f Selection will
It was a celebration of “joy songs. Led by director Sheryl son or family who be done by O&E
and music,” in the words of Valentine, the group is sched- will receive a home- staff members.
Marcia Barker, program coor-  uled to perform with the delivered Buddy’s Pizza din- Send nominations by e~-mail
dinator for the Canton Public ~ Detroit Symphony Orchestra ner. Tell us in 50 words orless  to: Ken Abramczyk at
Library. this weekend. why you or someone else kabramezyk @oe.homecomm.
The occasion was the Martin “Those young men are really deserves this home-delivered  net
Luther King Jr. birthday cele-  talented,” Barker said. “They treat. Do you know someone Dinner includes pizza,
bration at the library on love and respect each other.” too busy to cook because of salad, Buddy Bread, soft
Monday night, the day set And the andience of about volunteer work? Or do you drinks and table setting.
aside to observe the civil rights 100 people loved and respect- PHOTO BY DONALD J Y know a single mom or dad “The dinner is just a small
leader’s date of birth. ed them. They received From feft to right, friends Trish McLendon of Bellevitle, Terry Christe of who could use a break? Tell way to celebrate a special per-
Highlighting the 7 p.m. cere- numerous standing ovations Canton, Charlene Wright of Ypsilanti, and Barbara Kamper of Canten sing s about your great neigh- son or family in 2005,” said
mony was Vision, the men’s together during the Martin Luther King Jr. hzrthday celebration at the fibrary bors, the new family down Marcy Brontman, marketing
glee club of the Detroit High | PLEASE SEE KING, A4  on Monday. the street or the busy family director for Buddy’s.
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Chamber breakfast Spotlight Players  Battle-of the bands Plymouth-Canton
The Canton Chamber of The Spotlight Players will be _Canton Leisure Services will CiVit an CI u b

Commerce will be holding its performing “The Man Who sponsor the Battle of the Bands

first of three chamber break- Came 1o Dinner” at the Village from 5:30 p.m. to midnight The Plymouth-Canton

fasts at 7:30 a.m. Friday, Theater at Cherry Hill, from Jan.  Jan. 28 at the Summit on the Civitan Club is looking for

January 21 ai Summit on the 21 through Feb. 5. Shows areat 8 Park. Winners of the event will energetic new members to par-

Park. p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and  play at this summer’s Liberty ticipate in community service
The guest speaker of 2 p.an. on Sundays. Fest. projects.

the event will be Tim Tickets are $18 for adults, Bagds will perform on mul- This ciub meets the first

Faas, Canton’s municipal $16 for children, and $15 per tiple stages throughout the Thursday of each month at 7

services director, who will person in groups of 15 or more.  night. Doors open at 5 p.m. p.m. at the Plymouth Salvation

update the community on The Village Theater is located For more information, call Army Building on Main Street.

road and sewage infrastruc- at 50400 Cherry Hill. For (734 394-5460. The third Thursday is a dinner

ture. . more information, call (734) . meeting with a speaker. Call
Attendees will also he: 394-5300. The Spotlight Private qraduates (734) 981-7259 for further

community updates from Players will also hold auditions Army Pvit. Matthew J. info.

Supervisor Tom Yack, and for “Bye Bye Birdie” from Young has graduated from Super camp set

may choose to participate in 6:30-9:30 p.m, Jan, 31to Feb.  the utilities equipment repair- The 16th annual Super

roundtable discussions with at the Village Theater. They are  er advanced individual train- — - Summer for Kids: A Camp &

local interest groups including  looking for 10 lead roles, 15 ing course at Aberdeen . .y . Activities Fair offering one-

the Board of Trustees,- adult roles and 15 teens to be Proving Ground, Aberdeen, Mat"a rChaI p"de stop shopping for interesting

Plymouth-Canton Schools, chorus members. Participants ~ Md. and stimulating camps is set

Public Safety, local legislature,  should bring a recent photo. Young learned to perform | Canton resident Lee Barr, here holding her newest great-grandson, for Sunday, Feb. 27 in the

and others. The show will play in April. maintenance, test, repair, Ethan Cooper Herrington, celebrated her 93rd birthday on Jan. 8. Barr Birmingham Public Schools
Cost for the breakfast is For more information, call adjust, and inspect gasoline fives with her daughter, Sharon Tatom, in the Links West condos. Ethan Corporate Training and

$5. No reservations are neces-
sary.

(734) 394-5300, or visit
www.sporthighiplayers.net}
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AAA Travel presents

Treated Famously
with Celebrity Cruises

engine systems, utility equip-
ment and special purpose sup-
port systems; including, bottle
cleaning/charging stations, air
conditioning electrical and
vapor systems, refrigeration
unit electrical systems,
portable heater fuel/electrical
systems, and fire extinguisher
rechargers and valves.

Young is the son of Michael
P. and Theresa J. Young of
Canton.

He graduated in the year
2000 from Plymouth Salem’
High School, Canton.

Local CPA

promoted

Plante & Moran, PLI.C,
named Canton resident Brian
Craven, CPA, an associate in
the firm’s Ann Arbor office.
Craven previously served as a

Booking incentives, special promos, free upgrades,
refreshments and more!

Thursday, January 27 « 6:30 pm

Schoolcraft College

VisTaTech Center
18600 Haggerty Road e Livonia

To RSVP, call
248-553-3700, option 5

Cooper, who was born last summer, is the youngest of Barr's 13 great-
grandchildren. She also has five grandchildren and two daughters. Most
of the clan attended a Christmas party hosted by Barr and Tatom last

month, which Barr said was a “wonderful occasion.”

staff member with the
firm.
Craven, who joined

Plante & Moran in 2000, isa
member of the firm’s audit
team specializing in serving
educational institutions and
the manufacturing and service
industries. He has a bachelor
of business administration
degree in accounting from the
University of Michigan —
Dearborn and is a member of
the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants
and the Michigan Association
of Certified Public
Accountants.

Blues artist
performs

Native Detroiter Thornetta
Davis will sing the blues at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill

on February 12, 2005 at 8 p.m.
The multi-talented Davis, who
is a singer, songwriter and
recording artist, typically plays
more than 200 shows a year,
and has received many acco-
iades.

Her credits include every-
thing from the MGM Casino to
The VH1 Fashion Awards in
New York’s Madison Square
Garden with Kid Rock,
and Pine Knob's 1999 Lillith
Fair, hosted by Sarah
MeLachlin.

Tickets are on sale for $20,
and can be purchased at
Summit on the Park, 46000
Summit Parkway, and the
Village Theater ticket office
located at 50400 Cherry Hill
Rd.

For more information please
call {734) 394-5460 or visit
www.canton-mi.org.
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\BBER DOWN
BAR & GRILLE

8475 Main Street ® Whitmore Lake, Ml 48189
Phone: (734) 449-1500

Carry Out &
Calering Available

Casual dining.in a warm, friendly atmosphere
Lunch and dinner served

Conference Center, 31301
Evergreen, Beverly Hills
¢hehind Groves High School).

More than 70 U.S. and
Canadian Camps, both day and
overnight, will be showcased at
the event from 11 a.m. to 3
p-m. Many new camps will
attend this year, according to
Elaine Sturnam, camp fair
organizer.

In addition, new programs
for older children that incinde
overnight travel programs,
computer camps, sports
camps, and programs that
have a community service
component will be represent-
ed.

Admission is free.

In addition, high school and
college students interested in
summer employment will also
have the opportunity to obtain
valuable information.

The camp fair is
presented by Elaine 8. Events
and co-sponsored by The
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers and Metro Parent
Magazine.
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Bring in this ofiginal ad
Not valid with any other offer I
One check per coupoen
exp. 03/31/05 l
*tax and alcohol excluded Code: PCO d
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Financial

Open a Community
Checking
Account by February 12, 2005
and receive a free “Fleece Throw” to keep
you warm during the cold Michigan winter.
Great for home or auto. Please present this
coupon at account opening.

Limit one per household, subject to avadabulity. Offer valid on
new Community Financia! checkng accounts only and will not

dﬁ;ﬂ to wdwiduals having an open Communiy Financial
checking account in the past & months.

{734 453-1200

500 5. Harvey

hw-mmwm---—-—————‘

FREE (CHECKING - anD A WARMER WINTER

Serving your community for over 50 years, Community Financial is a full service financial
institution where you'll experience banking that's easier and friendlier.

Stop by a local office today to open a Free Checking Account.
« No monthly maintenance fee
» No minimum balance requirement
* Free Internet Banking, with Bill Pay

« Unlimited check writing
* Free VISA® Check Card with no transaction fees

STOP IN TODAY
AND EXPERIENCE
BANKING MADE EASIER.

CoMMUNITYFINANCIAL

!

Thinking forward. Banking right.

free
NORTHVILLE
0 E. Main

CEQ8284184

www.efcu.org

Presented by
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

A REAL STRETCHING BENEFIT

While there has been recent
ontroversy surrounding the abil-
ty of stretching to prevent sporis
njuries, one new study & quite
lear about a different benefit,
pecifically, streiching may help
asten recovery from a stramed
muscle, This finding is based on
the expenence of 80 athletes with
uiled hamstrings, which are the
ong muscles at the back of the
highs. While half the athletes
were assigned to swetch ther
hamstrings four tmes a day, the
ther half stretched only once a
ay The four-times-a-clay stretch-
rs regamed full range of mation
aster, 5.6 days on average versus
7.3 days for the once-a-day
tretchers, bn theory, the same

routine should help mjured mus-
cles as well.

if you are recovering from a
sports infury and require physical
therapy,
CENTER
THERAPY. When 2 physician
refers patients to us, we work
closely with them to ensure nct
only a speedy recovery, but that
they come away with a greater
knowtedge of how to prevent
future injury. i you would lke
further information about foday's
topic or ¥ schedule an appoint-
ment for physical therapy, call at
455-8370. We are convemently’
located at 650 South Main Street
in downtown Plymouth and we
have easy access and parking.

call HANDS ON
FOR PHYSICAL

PS While waiting at feast 48 hours before attempting to stretch a
muscle, rest it, keep 1t elfevated and wrapped in an elastic
bandage, and apply 1ce packs for 10-20 minutes every hour.

Vs
Dag Day Care

Tired of finding your own entertainment?

734.459.D0GS

673 5. Main St, » Plymouth, Ml 48170

We aleo offer
Dog Obedience Classes

begirning on February tst!
Puppy {8 wiz 1o 5 moxthe}
and Aduft Dogs (5 mnaths snd mer)

Call or e-mail for enrollment info!

d!

e happyhoundsdaycare.com » plymouthgogrmomenmsn, con

Lool in an them on our doggie web cams!

"A HAPPY DOG DAY... IS A DAY CF DOG PLAY!
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mailto:www.happyhoundsdaycar-e.com.plymouthdogmom@msn.com
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BY JACK GLADDEN
STAFF WRITER

Canton trustee and Planning
Commissioner Melissa
McLaughlin remembers when
the packets that commission-
ers got for the meetings were
so big she asked for‘a wagon to
carry thef in.

“I jokingly complained that
they{J should get us little wag-
ons,’f1 she said. “They actually
got Us thgse litile dollies. I
usedit a couple of times but
that was it

Just by their nature the
packets have to be big, They
contain all the requests and
proposals that trustees and
comruissioners will act on,
including documentation,
backup materials, blueprints,
architectural renderings, pho-
tographs — whatever is needed
to understand the project
under review.

“We’re producing a phone
book stack of notebook paper
every two weeks,” McLaughlin
said. “That’s just insane.”

But no more. The phone
book has turned into a laptop
- as in computer. This month,
trustees, planning commis-
sioners, elected officials and
township department heads
received laptop computers and
electronic board packets.

That huge paper packet is
now all there on a tiny com-
pact disk. And so far everyone
seems happy with the
changeover.

“There’s still 4 learning curve
involved,” said Clerk Terry
Bennett. “But there are so
many things you can do with
Adobe Acrobat (the program
used to build the packets). You
can highlight text, put notes
on a page, all sorts of things to
play with and learn. We're
gomg step by step as we learn
i

Supervisor Tom Yack said
the decision to go paperless
was not made quickly.

“We first started talking
about this seven or eight years
ago,” he said. “We intentionally
decided not to become pio-
neers. The technology was
there but we didn’t feel there
were enough choices.”

He said by allowing other ~
communities to become the

- Meetings to go paperless

innovators, Canton was able to
play off their experience.

In addition to saving on
paper, the system has other
advantages.

“You're talking hundreds
and hundreds of pages for
each meeting,” Yack said.
“That’s a lot of paper and it
takes a lot of staff time to
move it around. This way it
moves through so quickly it’s
amazing.”

Agenda items are generated
by the various departments in
the township. But each item
has to be approved by the
supervisor and the finance
department. In the past that
meant hand-delivering the
paperwork back and forth
among the departments, a
process that could take days in
itself.

“We spent an incredible
amount of time preparing the
board packets,” said Tony
Minghine, director of finance
and budget. “The process
could take almost a week,
sometimes more. It was hiteral-
ly thousands of pages a week.”

Now staff members can
access the packets through
their desktop computers, plug
in the laptop and load the
information into it, take it
home to work on it, and take it
to the meetings.

While officials are still
tweaking the process,
Minghine said he’s happy with
the system.

They are still working with
the techrology people, but
when the kinks are worked out
the plan is to make-the packets
available through the town-
ship’s Web site (www.canton-
mi.org), so that members of
the media and the general
public can access them from
home or work.

Though the laptops cost
around $3,000 each,
Minghine said the savings
involved with the system
shonld offset that.

“We did not do a specific
analysis,” he said. “But when
you roll in the cost of paper,
duplication and staff time, we
should see a payback in about
ayear”

joladden@oe homecomm.net
(734} 459-2700

Diversity a never-ending journey

School
program
honors King's
life, message

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

As a 12-year-old boy growing
up in the cornfields of Canton
Township — near Ridge and
Napier roads — Frank Wu
always knew he'd be different.
As the son of Asian-Americans,
‘Wu heard the stereotypes.

“Are your parents commu-
nists? How can you see with
your eyes like that?” remem-
bered Wua. “It didn’t matter
how I tried to be like the kid
next door, things will always be
different for me””

Wu, a 1988 graduate of
Salem High School and now
the dean of Wayme State
Untiversity’s Law School, spoke
to Plymouth-Canton educators
Monday during a professional
development seminar focusing
on diversity, while honoring
the works of Dr. Martin Luther
King.

W said he still hears the
stereotypes.

“On the street T'm greeted
with karate chops, as if T was
Jackie Chan or Bruce Lee,” he
said. “People think I sell Ginsu
knives, or break cinder blocks
with my head.”

On the day set aside to
honor King, Wu said “it’s the
one day of the year I don't
expect it

Wu noted diversityis a
never-ending journey, just like
democracy.

“It’s not a march to a desti-
nation, not to ever think about
it again,” said Wu. “But, realiz-
ing onee we march, and rest,
we pick up and march again.

“The march isn’t about a
destination, but about a jour-
ney.”

. That’s why Wu, who had a
tenure track job at Howard
University in Washington,

University of Michigan
Health System

Do you have

temporomandibular joint dysfunction (TMJD)?

Help us beiter understand this diserder.
Volunteer to participate in research!

The University of Michigan Chronic Pain and Fatlgue Research

Upon completion of a screenin

Center (CPFRC) is recruiting and screening individuals diagnosed with
THJD to become part of a research candidate pool. Candidates should
® be I:jetween 18-45 years of age and have no conctrrent, serious medical
conditions

g evalualion, eligible volunteers

will be advised of upcoming studies and have the uppnrlumw to
1|Ja:;':u:|pa:e in a variety of research projects io be cenducted over the next
-3 years.

Velunieers receive financial compensatien for time and participation.

For more information about the research candidate pool and/
or to schedule a screening appointment contact the CPFRE al:

1-866-288-0046
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FREE Shop—at Home Serv:ce

We'll bring the store to you!
Let our team of trained professionals
help you choose the style and color
that's best for every room of your
home. Select from a full assortment of
blinds, window shades, shutters, cur-
tains, top treatments and more! ‘

Call 300-380-6782 and press “1" for a
FREE appointment and details.

when placing your order
B mut s vwy v v e o il b i B S S s oo ol
JiE Our
VE
| -as CASH!* Shop our Showrooms!
o minimum purchase.
Aok for details We have 1,000' of blinds and over
. 500 wallpaper books con display.
Sterling Heights Plymouth
located at 19'2 Mile located at 909 N.
Road between Memll Sheldon Road just
Road and Utica Road South of M- {
B LI N DS' WALLPAPER & MORE Call for detailed directions.
www.americanbiinds.com Showreom Hours
800 3 80—6782 Mon-Fre.......930am-7pm  Sat..................8am-6pm
Thur....c...n®:30am-9pm  Sun.... .. Ham-5pm

Always 25%-85% Off |

‘FREE

MEASURING &

f On all blinds orders over $750 before sales tax. There s 2 $55 ||
refundable measuring deposit required for the measuring and
nstaflaton offer.Offer does not apply 1o shutters, draperies and
1op treatments. Offer applies to Shop at Home and Showrcom
purchases. Please mention code BEN4 or present coupen 1

BLINDS &
WALLPAPER

most retail store pnces

INSTALLATION?

POF OECE2BEB39

Levolor® e Duette“ . Klrsch” . Amencan0 Sllhouettel“’ * Hunter Douglas® & more

HEATHER ROUSSEAY

Frank Wu, who grew up in Canton, is a 1988 graduate of Salem High School and
dean of Wayne State University's law school.

D.C.,, decided to come home.

“Tt was a chance to be part of
the renaissance of a major U.S.
city,” said Wu of moving to
Detroit.

“As T was growing up, people
would say Detroit is going to
turn the corner, but it never
did.

“But, when I found out
about the new baseball stadi-
um, the new
football stadium, the new
Opera House and performing
arts
center, the riverfront being
redone and houses being built

inthe city, I wanted tobe a
part of that,” he said.

Wit said he made a conscious
effort to live downtown in
Detroit’s Lafayette Park, to
show he was serious about
being part of the ¢ity’s turn-
around and reshaping its
image.

“The work I do is about
democracy, participation and
civil rights,” he said. “If I'm
serious about what I write and
talk about, T've got to roll back
my sleeves and go back to my
hometown. Otherwise, it’s all

talk”

"’We re begmners — and we played a song after our fi, rst class!”

10 Week Beginner
Keyboard Classes

51995*

#$10 Book Fee * No Instrument Required

dignity and peace of mind. .

53, e -

restdents. We understand your deep oo
one’s well-being and are” dedicated :
mesmber of our own family, Experiéni
@E@gﬁy Hill can offer you and your

Waﬁtaﬁﬁaod at Cherry Hill pm@dea a Eﬁﬁtﬁiﬁ% én iﬁi
and qualiey, expert carc to Assisted and Ii«iem . :

W, now 37 and the author
of Yellow, Race of America
Beyond Black and White, said
King was great at bridge build-
ing, asking people to live up to
what they claim are their
ideals.

“Tt’s important for us to see
that Dr. King, atthough he
spoke profoundly and com-
pellingly about the condition of
African Americans specifically,
his message was universal,”
said Wu. “It's not just a matter
of self interest. It’s a matter of
the principles we believe in,
and whether or not as a nation
we live up to them.”

Angela Wong, a fourth-grade
teacher at Field Elementary
with a bi-racial ancestry, said
she could relate to Wu's stories,
remembering growing up in
Canton.

“T got the same questions,”
she said. “Where are you
from? Were you adopted?
Half breed, go back to where
you came from,

“It was horrible,” she said.
“As a young kid, there are
mean things that come along
every day. But, when you have
those thrown into the mix, it
was tough.”

Carolyn Washington, the
principal at Hulsing
Elementary, has lived in
Canton the last 21 years and
watched as the population has
become more diverse.
Washington, an African~
American, said her danghter
was once the target of “skin-
heads” while attending Salem
High School.

“I've seen things change, and
I see things that need to be
changed,’ said Washington.
“Race and prejudice isn’t just
black and white, but with peo-
ple who are different.

“Learning to appreciate
and respect diversity is a jour-
ney, nota destma.tmn, she
said.

“It wiil never end, and we
just have to keep working on
it
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Members of Vision, the men's glee ciub of the Detroit High School for Fine and
Performing Aris, perform at the Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration at the

"PHOTO BY DONALD J ALLEY

Canton Pubiic Library on Monday.
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during the two-set perform-
ance.

Tracey and Terrance Reed of
Canton, along with. their son,
Riley, braved Monday'’s frigid
temperatures to come to the
celebration.

“We want to celebrate the
MLK holiday, this is close to
home and it’s a good way to
celebrate,” Tracey said.

And did the performance by
Vision have anything to do
with their decision?

“The choir was one of the
things that brought us out,”
said Tracey.

May we recommend “d.”

The couple, originally from
Detroit, have lived in Canton
for about three years.

Karla Coleman of Redford
had even closer ties to the con-
cert.

Her son, a freshman at the
school, was performing with
the group.

“They’re a wonderful group
of young men,” she said.
“They're on their way to a col-
lege tour next month.”

But it was not all music at
the ceremony. There were also
remembrances to King.

“He was a son and a husband
and a father,” Barker told the
audience before the music pro-
gram got under way. “He was a
pastor, a man of God, a humble
and decent man. He was rather
ordinary. He was also Time
Magazine’s man of the year
and the winner of the Nobel
Peace Prize,

“He made remarkable
changes in our world, in our
social world and in oar moral
world and in our awareness of
each other. Martin Luther
King’s vision of a nonviolent,
colorblind, loving society is
here with us forever.”

And 19th District Judge
Mark Somers of Dearborn,
who lived in India where his
parents were missionaries,
added his own insights to the
ceremony.

“1 opened my newspaper this
morning and I saw a message,”
he said. “It’s & Martin Luther
King Jr. Day We Always Have a
Free Phone for Your advertise-

comes in many different colors.
I don’t think that’s what this
day is really about and
although I'm laughing about it,
there’s a part of me inside that
cries”

Calling King “arguably the
greatest African American to
ever grace the earth,” Somers
said you don’t have to lead a
civil rights movement to honor
the man.

“Just take advantage of the
opportunities in your own
comrunity to teach another,”
he said.

“Be a mentor, a Big Brother,
a Big Sister, join a service club,
be actively involved with the

ment, youth in your community, get

“One of the phones they involved with your own chil- - ~;
advertise is a Sprint phone dren, get involved in yourown 7’
and T'm pleased to tell you house of worship.” %
that on Michigan Avenue in e
front of the Sprint store they Rl *“

tell you that the free phone

Thank You for your toys
& donations at

Christmas. The families1

take care of also thank

you! Your generosity will
always he remembered.

Bless Everyone
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visit Key.com, or call 1-888-KEY-1234 today.

A low-interest KeyBank Home Equity Loan can help you
@ consolidate your debt and get back in control of your finances —
without baving to g8y closing cosis or origination fees,

it's all part of the Key Difference, so stop by any KeyCenter,

585 FOREST RUENUE
BOWHTOWE PLYMOUTH

service charges apply. Please refer o specific checking account disclosures for details. Closing cost waiver applies on loan applications
$500,000 or less. Key.com is a federally registered service mark of KeyCorp. ©2005 KeyBank

o ;; KeyBank
wi: -f" o —

S
*Subyject to credit approval, 6.74% APR as of 1/8/05, is based on a $15,000 first lien with ro origination fee and 120 monthly payments of $172.15,
A Key Advantage, Key Growth or Key Privilage actount and Key's Optional autematic payment deduction plan are required to obtain stated rate and

]
|
= yyaiver of $99 ongination fee. Actual APR is based on that offered as of the date of apphication and is subject to credit qualification and may change
% without notice. If you pay off your loan within 3 years, a prepayment penalty of $350 ($450 in New York) applies. Normat checking aocougft @
!

Achieve anything.

Member FDIC Bgniger
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Visit Our New Caribou Coffee in Plymouth.
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GOLF ELUR
5 Mile Rd
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PIYMOUTH
44601 FAVE MILE ROAD, PLYMOUTH, M(
734-459-4473

There’s a new Caribou Coffee in your
neighborhood and it feels like stepping
into 3 mountain lodge.

Enjoy the fireplace, big couches, natural wood sur-

roundings and our friendly,
fully caffeinaied staff.

We're looking forward to meeting you.

GOOD AT THIS LOCATION ONLY
44601 FIVE MILE ROAD PLYMOUTH, MI « 734-459-4473

J COFFEE.

Life is short. Stay awake for it.

2004 Caribou Coffee Company Inc. Mot valid wath any other offér
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FREE DRINK (ANY KIND, ANY SIZE)

E£XPIRES FEBRUARY 28, 2005 PLEASE RING COUPON UNDER 362
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Calling all
former

Academic

All-Stars

Since 1985, the Observer &
Eccentric has honored out-
standing students though its
Academic All-Star program.

This year marks the -

- Observer’s 20th year of honor-

ing local students and we'd like
to hear from our former
Academic All-Stars.

If you were an Observer
Academic All-Star, let us know
what you have been deing since
your selection. What did you
study? What careers did you
have? What's your life been like
since that time? Tell us your
story and include your high
school graduation photo and a
recent photo, too.

Special annual sections about
the Academic All-Stars have
saluted the intelligence,
involvement and industry of
the best and brightest students
in public and private high
schools around Qakland and
Wayne counties.

This year, we're planning a
special edition in honor of the
program’s 20th anniversary.

i you're a former All-Star or a parent
who can provide information and pho-
tos about your former All-Star, e-mafl
Special Editor Mary Klemic at

or mail to
Observer & Eccentric, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham 48009 Attn: Mary Kiemic.
Be sure to include a phone number
where you can be reached. You can e
mail photos in a jpeg format (please
send largest size possible) and make
sure photos are identified,

The special section will be published in
May 2005,

SOCCER
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the financial plan calls for
“extensive private

funding,” Marsh asked the
school board to consider using
leftover funds from the 1999
bond issue to help support the
project.

“What we're asking from the
board is any residual assis-
tance that can be provided
from the 1999 bond issue to
help match private donations,
as part of our mission,” he said.
“The balance raised would be
through private funding
efforts”

School board President
Mark Slavens likes the com-
munity effort, but is cautious
about committing scarce dis-
trict funds.

“It’s great they have parent
involvement,” Slavens said.
“We've just got to see what
financial resources we have
available, and we'll wait on
what the administration says
about that.”

Superiniéndent Jim Ryan
seemed & bit more optimistic,
but still said “it’s a slim possi-
bility”

“We're looking at the 1999
bond projects, and we've done
a good job of saving a consid-
erable sum of money,” said
Ryan, who noted there could
be about a million doliars left
over.

“We'd like to build a new
salt storage and tear down the
red barn at the Park, and
update middle school technol-
ogy labs.

“If there’s anything left,
and there’s some way we can
help, we owe it to them,” he
said.

“They’ve been so profession-
al and positive, and I want to
take a look to see if there is
any way we can help them.”
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DEATHS

A
Alexander N. Adair, 82, formerly of
Livonia, died Jan. 15. )
. E
John C. Eising, of Plymouth, died
Jan. 13.
H
Mary Rose (Fricker) Hausman, 75, of
Plymauth, died Jan. 15.
J
Mary Janeczko, of Westiand, died
Jan.13.
L
Mary Alice Luce, 74, of Wayne, died
Jan. 15.
M
Gertrude E. MacDonald, 93, of
Farmington, died Dec. 21.
Olive Jeanne Mettetal, 81, of Plymout
Thomas P. Moore il, 68, died Jan. 14.

For the Record appears in every
editiom of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today’s Sports section
in Passages on page (1.

Jan. 13.
h, died Jan. 10.

sale and clearance
purchases in fine jewelry
vatid Friday, January 21 thru Sunday, January 23

*Exciudes Special Events, Great Buys, Service Contracts, Watches ang Designer
Coliections i Fine Jewelry Cannot be combned with any other coupor: or discount
offer. Must present coupon for savings Not vahid on previously purchased ftems

PARISHAN

T

L

CO0200100AE

THREE DAY SHOPPING P,

take an

EXTRA 1D 2.

all sale and clearance purchases in

Women's, Men’s an
Apparel, Accessori

d Children's
es & Home

valid Friday, January 21 thru Sunday, January 23

*Bxcludes Super Specials, Doorbusters, Incredible Value ltems, Jane Seymour
Furniture, Sehaeffer Oplical Products, Shoes, Ladies’ Saits, Dresses and
Outerwear, Aromabique, Brghiton, Burberry, Goach, Columbia Spostswear, Clsb
Libby Lu, Cosmetic Accessories, Cosmetics, Fiectronics, FAQ Schwarz,
Flurryville, Fragrances, Furs, Gift Cards, Great Buys and Designer Collections in
Fine Jewelry, Special Events and Watches irs Fine Jewelry, Service Contracts i
Fine Jewelry, indigo Palms Men's, inhmate Apparel, Island Soft, Kate Spade,
Lades’ and Juniors' Swimwear, Lee Middletor, Lew's, Magazines, Men's Sport
Coats and Suits, Nat Nast, Oaidey, Ralph Lauren Childrenswear, Reef, Robert
Talhott Neckweay, Salons, Services, Sharper Image, Sharp TVs, Special Orders,
Tech Trek, Thomas Kinkade Art, Tommy Bahama, Trafalgas and Vera Wang. Must
present this discount offer for savings. Cannet be combined with any other
discount offer. Not valid o previously purchasad fems.

MANWAA

C00150100F3

%
OFF*

all sale and clearance purchases in
Jane Seymour fumiture, Schaeffer
Optical Products, Shoes and Ladies’

Suits, Dresses and

Outerwear

valid Friday, January 21 thru Sunday, January 23

Excludes Super Specials, Doarbusters, Incredible Value items, Electronics, Gift
Cards, Oalkdey, Reef, Services and Special Orders. Must present this drscount
fer for savings. Cannot be combined weth any other discount offer Not valid on

reviously purchased tems

PARISIAN

LI

Wil

C00100100F6

I

P
Eileen Poit, 82, of Birmingham died
Jan. 12.
R
Loella Roehm, 92, of Franklin, died
Jan. 1.
The Rev. Michae! (Gilbert) Rozewicz,
64, died Jan, 14.
- §
Francis Patrick Xavier Sullivan Jt., of
Redford, died Jan. 14.
Jewell V. Swiercz, of Westland, died
Jan. 4.
v
William Alfred Villerot, of Westiand,
died Jan. 17,
W
Rena Wax, 92, of Bioomfield Hifls, died

z
Paul William Zuber, 52, formerly of Redford, died Jan.
3.

Open House 5:30-6:30 pm.

Tuesday, January 25, 2005
Elementary/Middle School Information Meeting 6:30-7:30 p.m.

A

4

33 years of excellence

Tk

Dearborn Heights Montessori Center

466 N. John Daly, Dearborn Hts. Call (313) 359-3000

¥ Preschool-Grade 8

¥ Low student/teacher ratios

¥ Caring, 'dedicated staff

¥ Academic achievement -
¥ Character development

¥ Forgign language, art, music
¥ Physical education, technology
¥ Before & after school care

W Summer programs

TO ORDER ANYYIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10-00 AM TO 110 00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11 00 AM TG 7 00 PM EST Amencan Express not accepted with phone orders
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and lLaurel Park Place (Z34) 953-7500 open Sun 12-8, Mon -Sat 10-9

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the Amencan Express® Card or Discover® LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON
STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. Porcentages off regutar pricas or onginel pnces as shows

Actual savings may excesd stated gercentage off "Reguter and *Onginal” prices reflect offering prices which may nct have resuitad in actual safes Merchandise sslecthan may vary from one giove 1o anotier 1
A 1+
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| Time to consider

' school board run

If you're still considering running for the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education, you don’t have as long as you
might think to make the decision.

And if you're not thinking about it, maybe you should.

Either way, the filing deadline is coming up faster than
it has in previous years, thanks to the new state law that
only allows elections in four months of the year. With the
school board election moved from June to May, the filing
deadline has also crept closer, coming this year Feb. 8.

Which gives prospective board members just under
four weeks to answer this basic question: “Do I want to
have a role in determining the course of our schools?”

Historically, there isn't a whole lot of interest in running
for the board. Traditionally, there aren’t a lot of candidates.

And, judging by the annual vote totals, where the last
few years turnout has been less than 5 percent, there isn't
a lot of interest in the school board ... period.

This always baffles us, because perhaps nowhere in elec-
" tive government can an clected official affect more lives
than on the school board. It’s the one body that has control
over the future of our most important asset — our children.

And in these tight economic times, the Plymouth-Canton
school board — along with school boards across the state,
really — faces huge challenges, particularly with its budget.
With state revenue sharing taking hits the last several years,
Supt. Jim Ryan said he put together five different budgets in
an attempt to anticipate what the state would do.

"There’s only one seat up for grabs this year — that of incum-
bent Tom Wysocki — which might keep the field lower than
normal. And there’s also an inclination to think that inexperi-
ence will keep you off the board. However, in the last few years,
first-timers Wysocki, Carol Saunders, Joanne Lamar, Rich
Ham-Kucharski and Barry Simescu have all been elected.

There are a lot of reasons not to run for the school
" board: “I don’t have the time” “It’s a big responsibility.” “I
don’t know anything about running a school district.”
“The dog ate my filing application.”

The truth is, not running is much easier than running.
However, the one true reason for getting involved trumps
all excuses for not: You can help determine the future of
our children.

Taxpayers deserve
frugal governments

Zrﬂ:t jthe end of last year, Gov. Jennifer Granholm and Lt.
Gev. John Cherry made a gesture in the fight to rein in the
troubled state budget by volunteering to take a pay cut.

Zhough small and fiscally insignificant, the symbolism is
important. We must look at every option to trim fat from
government at all levels, eliminate non-essential services
to-preserve essential services, cut back administrative
costs and find ways to eliminate duplication of services.

"Kight-sizing government won't be easy. People in power
wait to retain that power. Any reductions in work force or
bénefits are going to be resisted by employee unions.
Qiiestions of ownership and power sharing, as in the ongo-
irig dispute over water and sewer rates and Services, are a
lezal tangle-with racial and urban vs. suburban overtones.

_And some residents feel they have more eontrol and get
more response from their local government,

But it is clear that taxpayers are willing to pay only so
mmuch for government services and they want to know that
they will get a fair return on their dollar. They also want to
know that they aren’t paying twice for the same service.

‘Governments are aware that more needs to be done.
Plymouth and Plymouth Township share a joint fire
department and police/fire dispatch. Livonia, Redford
and other communities have been in discussions about
cémbining emergency dispatch services. Farmington and
Farmington Hills combine library and recreation services
afd are discussing combining police/fire dispatch.

"The Conference of Western Wayne County, a consortium
of 18 western Wayne communities, gathers together the chief
elected officers of those communities to discuss common
concerns, pending legislation and services. The Southeast
Michigan Conference of Governments acts as both a
research department for local governments and a conduit for
regional funding for transportation and other projects.

-But in this time of reduced revenues, we need to take a
hard look at the layers upon layers of government and
decide what is necessary and what isn’t.

We need to decide whether government is here to serve
residents or to serve itself. At the local and county level,
we need, to borrow the governor’s favorite phrase, to
tHink outside the box and create a leaner, less top-heavy
government structure.
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Thanks for help

On behalf of the Board of Directors of
the Canton Goodfellows, let me take this
opportunity to thank the people in the
Canton community who donated their
time, talents and treasury to make
Christmas magic for more than 500
Canton children again this year. Although
we have never been able to sell our papers
at Target, and no one has ever dropped-a
rare coin in our paper sellers’ canisters
and no one has ever shown up with a
multi-thousand-dollar donation, with the
support and hard work and generosity of
a few good people, we are able to raise
some $14,000 with which we feed, clothe,
and gift 175 families and their 500 chil-
dren. Once again, Dick Lewiston was our
“leadoff” and largest donor with his check
for $1,000. He has been a friend of the
Canton Goodfellows for so many years.
‘We thank him most sincerely.

But we must also thank the donors who
give us $1 or more, from their hearts, to
make the Christmas program a sticCess.
The volunteers who work like Trojans for
four days to sort, wrap and pack our fam-
ilies’ boxes and baskets are the unsung
heroes. The adult volunteers who work
for four days, unceasingly, who deliver the
gifts and who make this program a reality
each year are just THE BEST.

From the bottom of my heart, I thank
each and every one, whether you stood in
the cold and sold papers, or whether you
were a part of our four days of “fim.” For
your generosity, I salute you all as
Canton Goodfellows.

Nancy Spencer

president, Canton Goodfellows

More thanks

On behalf of the Salvation Army, I can-
not express enough of our gratitude for
you outpouring of support and help
through this Asian crisis. What a day it is

for us to work together for such a worthy

international cause, Never in my lifetime
have I experienced such an outpouring of
support and unity of purpose.

My one request is that we as a comml-
nity, both the Salvation Army and the
news media always be aware that our
efforts to help the vietims of the tsunami
disaster are unified in purpose and out-
come. As we view our role to be service
providers, we are concerned that no one
single fund-raising effort view their suc-
cess alone. We are committed to a com-
munity effort. If your efforts result in little
or large results, you are part of the “total”
Salvation Army tsunami effort. And our
public reporting will only indicate this.

When we say “From Michigan With
Love” we are saying together we can
make a difference. Thank you for your
support in this challenging project.

Maj. Norman S. Marshail
divisionat commander
Safvation Army

Fund-raising thanks

I am writing to thank you and the
Plymouth-Canton community for the
tremendous support I have received fund-
raising money for Samsung Won orphan-

LETTERS

age, here in Gumi, South Korea. The arti-
cle you ran Thursday, Jan. 6 (“TAG stu-
dents rise to challenge”) nicely highlighted
the efforts of 27 Miller Elementary stu-
dents who reached deep into their pockets
and hearts to give to the 86 children of
Samsung Won this holiday season.

In addition to thanking Mrs. Sullivan’s
fourth-grad