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The Observer Newspapers
apologxuo for any
incopvenience our advertisers,

' readers and carrier force may
have experieneed in calling our
: - Livonia office :
late last week. A
new télephone-
ws? gystem has been
installed and like most new
technology the “bugs” are still
being worked out. We regret
any delays this may have
caused in connecting with our
customers. We are improving
our phone system to meet our
company’s needs into and
“beyond 2000. We appreciate
your understanding and
patience,

Sincerely,

2 z
M W :
Susan Rosiek,

Publisher
Observer Newspapers
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turns in
its keys

B A national car dealership chain
Monday closed 23 used car lots
nationwide, including a Canton loca-
tion open for less than three years

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Christmas will be a little less merry for Mike

Heikkila this year
The

permanently.

“I had a feeling something was inevitable,”
den City resident said. “But two weeks before Christ-

mas is still a traumatic shot.”

AutoNation opened at the corner of Ford and Lotz
roads in May of 1997. The 76,000-square-foot facility
was one of 23 used car stores shut down nationally.
Six others will be converted to new car dealerships.

In a lengthy press release, AutoNation said the clo-
sures will result in the elimination of approximately
1,800 positions. The company said it will take a pre-
tax charge to earnings of between $430 and $490 mil-
lion, which it will record in the fourth quarter

Qscar Suris, AutoNation corporate communications
manager, said it was important to take that hit before
the fiscal year closed on Dec. 31. He said that was the
reason AutoNation made the closures Monday.

Suris said. “It was
wanted to make on the eve of the holi-

“It was a difficult move to make,”
not one we
days.”

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack wasn’t surprised at

the closing,

“But [ still feel sorry for the people that lost their

MICHIGAN = 82 P

AutoNation

certified mechanic was one of 56 AutoNation
employees laid off Monday as the giant car retailer
closed the doors of its Canton showroom abruptly and
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Grant puts. full-time
cops at high schools

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe.homecomm.net

The Canton Police Department has
been awarded a $125,000 federal grant
to fund two full-time police officers at
Plymouth-Canton Educational Park for
the next three years

Since 1997, the police department
has assigned a part-time youth liaison
officer to the school campus. In fact,
the work of Officer Mike Speckle is
credited with significantly reducing
graffiti and gang problems at the high
schools

However, Public Safety Director
John Santomauro 1s hoping the cre-
ation of full-time school resource offi-
cers will provide an enhanced level of
policing on the campus, which he notes
will be particularly important when
the third high school is constructed.

“These officers will become involved
with the young people
gee a_lot of good things coming from
that.” said Santomauro. “We're looking

and staff, and 1

for them to become role models for the
kids at the park. They'll also be able to
handle calls from the high school
instead of sending an additional patrol
car to the campus.”

While the grant is for three years,
Santomauro said the commitment will
go beyond that time frame if the pro-
gram is successful.

Officer Scott Hilden, 3.3 began his
duties Monday. He'll be joined by Offi-
cer Robert Smedley some time next
year.

Hilden has more than seven years
with the department. As a patrol offi-
cer he also was responsible for training
new officers, training officers on defen-
sive tactics and emergency vehicle
operations, and was part of the depart-
ment’s mountain bike unit

“The biggest challenge for me will be
to become accepted by students,” said
Hilden. “I think as long as I can do
that, I'll make a lot of friends and fit

Please see GRANT, Al16

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe.homecomm.net

The Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation Tuesday night got its first look
at schematic drawings for the as-yet
unnamed third high school at P-CEP.
And, for the most part, the plans are
getting good reviews.

o like it.
our questions,” said Trustee Darwin
Watts, “T like its close proximity to the
existing high schools, And the design
is laid out to exude small school size,
which is what we wanted.”

“I think it’s a pretty solid design,”
added board member Steve Guile. “It
accomplishes everything we're looking
for, and I'll be interested in seeing the
final schematic, It meets what we
want in terms of walking distance and
facilities.”

The first drawings place the so-called
“east” site seyeral hundred feet closer
to the existing high schools than wiiat
was presented earlier to the board. The

BY SCO¥T DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

At one end of the
frozen tundra four children -ski
through a tunnel. At another an old
man slips from the roof of a bakery
as a horse-drawn sleigh passes by

In between, hundreds of miniature
figures, homes and scenes celebrate
Christmas. The enormous and urn ate
decoratiori is- the hard work of Can-
ton resident Jean Pacé.

“It's a real challenge
the lights hooked up,” the 81-year-old
said of her display, which covers
most of the back wall of her condo-
miniuom: “I usually put it up right
after Halloween and keep it up until
the middle of January

mountainous

It's so much

work it's nice to have it up for
awhile "
According to son-in-law Bob

Vaughan, Pace's 31 grand
grandchildren enjoy
most

“She takes a lot of delight in her

Please uum'l. Ad

and great
the display the

to. get all of

Canton woman puts Christmas
on display for her grandchildren

Christmas village display in the
um in Canton Monday
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Magic mountain: Jean Pace sits proudly in front of her massive

living room nf her condomini

I think it answers a lot of

Trustees give 1nitial
rendering high marks

B NEW HIGH SCHOOL

board has been insistent that
be able to reach their classes in the
new building in the current 10-minute
passing time.

“We moved the building
students could walk within the same
travel time said Doug
LaFerie, vice- pruuh nt of French Asso-
ciates, the district's architectural firm
“If students are walking it now, they
will also in the future.”

In moving the building
baseball diamonds had to
ed and will be replaced with new varsi-
ty baseball and softball diamonds
north of the existing baseball complex

The cost to replace the two d
and deal with

project engineers at

stuaelit
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BY SCOTT DANIE
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe homecomm.net
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AutoNa‘tion el

jobs,” he said.” = _ -

Yack feels Antoﬁanon had a
positive impact on the communi-
ty despite its closing. He said it

upluod several abandoned
and business. 3

"'nuydidnpodjobmthhnd

séaping,” Yack said. “It wasn't a

bad-looking facility at all.”
. AutoNation controls a total of

j Mmatthasite,ﬂofwhich

thie denlerlhxp occupies. The

cgmpany is currently trying to
split remaining parcels for devel-
opment, Canton Community

Planner Jeff Goulet said.

Yack doesn't believe the deal-" o

ership will be vacant for long.
“It's a great piece of property,”
he commented.
Suris said AutoNation hasn’t
determined what it will do with
the facility or acreage around it.

‘ “It’s likely that we’ll either

find a use for it ourselves,” he
added, “or find a use for it for
someone else.”

AutoNation will continue to
honor its warranty and service
obligations as well as final pur-
chase orders. Suris said the com-

pany’s Jeep Chrysler Ptymonth
store in To.ylar will prnvide war-
ranty services.
Heikkila, who worked at the
Canton store since June 1997,
thinks some customers will be
left out in the cold. He wondered
how, for example, cars that were
beipg repaired Monday will be
completed.

“Where are they gomg ‘to go to
get things done,” Heikkila asked:

forget it. Not the words . .
each other’s face . . .

mouth

January 1, 2000,
12200 am. .

Because timing is everything
Propose at the break of a new millennium. Yes,
right at that very moment. Neither of you will ever
. not the look of love on

and not that moment when you
committed the rest of your lives to each other

Come see us for the diamond as magical as that
moment. And long live your own very special magic.
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WWW, r-eccentric.com — can be accessed with
just about any communications software: PC or Macintosh. You
are able to send and receive unlimited é-mail, access all features
of the Internet, read electronic editions of The Canton Observer
and other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users
across town or across the country.
**Photo orders must be for pictures that have been taken by -our
staff photographers. Please provide publication date, page number
picture, which must have been
8. Prints are $20 for the first print; $7.50
for each additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit
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MMwenqulét Tuesday outside the
- AutoNation dealership on Ford Road.
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. He said employee- were noti-
fied of the store’s closing late

" Monday afternoon. Heikkila said

he and other workers were given
a severance package that includ-
ed full salary and benefits for 60
days

"Some people will bave ill will
toward the company,” he com-
mented. “But I don't have any
hard feelings. It was a good place
to work.”

Heikkila said the company
was also offering a two-day

workshop to help laid off employ-.

ees find new jobs and work on
resumes, He doesn’t think he'll
have a problem finding work.

“As a certified mechanic I can
get a job anywhere,” Heikkila
said. “I've already had two
offers.”

Garden City-based Gordon
Chevrolet was at AutoNation
Monday afternoon distributing
job applications, he added.

AutoNation’s Canton store did
well early, Heikkila said.

“In the first year we were No.
1 in sales three times,” he added.

Sales averaged 400 vehicles
those months. That figured
dipped to 150 cars in November,
said Heikkila.

“The building, the location,” he
said. “It séemed like it should've
worked, Canton’s a growing com-
munity and a good market.”
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Police nab father-son
‘team’ for shoplifting

A pair of Dearborn Heights
men were arrested Sunday for
retail frayd and theft,

According to township police
reports, the two men entered
Super Kmart on Ford Road at
about 2 p.m. One of the men, an
18-year-old, was seen on store
surveillance cameras concealing
a wallet in his pants, reports
said.

The two men were then seen
walking around the store with a
shopping cart. Reports said the
18-year-old began talking to a
female store patron at one point.

The older man, later identified’

as his 41-year-old father, took
the woman's purse while she
was distracted and left the store.

The younger man attempted to
leave the store moments later.
Loss prevention officer stopped
him, however, as he was leaving.

Reports said his father was
waiting near the door in a Chevy
Beretta and drove away when he
saw store. officers apprehend his
son. The 18-year-old later told

Foundation

As 1999 comes to a close and
tax season lurks ahead, Canton
residents looking for ways to
alleviate those IRS blues have a
local solution.

By donating to the Canton
Community Foundation, contrib-
utors may receive as much as 50
percent of their contribution
back as a 1999 Michigan tax
credit, said Joan Noricks, foun-
dation president.

The state has recertified the
foundation as a qualified com-
munity foundation, which pro-
vides this tax benefit to its
endowment fund contributors,
Noricks said.

The Canton Community Foun-

Canton Police his father’s where-
abouts.

Officers drove to Dearborn
Heights and took the man into
custody without incident, accord-
ing to reports.

Arson

A 40-year-old Canton man’s
Ford van was damaged Friday
when a fire was lit in its cab.

While the Henley Street resi-
dent didn’t see or hear anything
a neighbor saw two white males
17-20-years-old around the vehi-
cle at 8 p.m., according to
reports. Damage to the vehicle
was estimated at $700.

Coat stolen

A mink coat valued at $5,000
was stolen from a closet at Sum-
mit on the Park late Saturday
night, according to police
reports.

A 57-year-old Holly man told
Canton Police that he and his
wife were attending a retirement
party when the coat was stolen.

Police have no suspects.

Home invasion ‘

More than $1,000 worth of
tools were stolen from the
garage of a Barr Road home
between Dec. 8-10.

A hydrauli¢ lift, chain saw, /
heater and various hand tools
were among the items stolen.
Police have no suspects.

Computer heist

A 21-year-old Detroit man was
arrested for stealing a $3,000
computer from a Canton busi-
ness Friday.

The man took the desktop
computer from Uniboring, an
automotive-related firm on Com-
merce Boulevard, police reports
said. The 21-year-old, who
worked for the company, was
seen by another employee load-
ing the computer into his car.

Canton Police later questioned
and arrested the Detroit man.

donation nets tax credit

dation supports local community
members and organizations.
This year, the foundatien provid-
ed some 25 college and universi-
ty scholarships to Canton and
Plymouth residents. The founda-
tion also provided grants to fund
projects such as Youth Leader-
ship Canton,

Character Counts!, and Artist-
in-Residence Program.

In the past, the foundation has
supported projects like construc-
tion of Heritage Hideout, the
playscape in Heritage Park and
the feasibility study for the pro-
posed community performing
arts center.

Canton, Community Founda-

tion’s mission is to enhance the
quality of life in Canton by iden-
tifying resources that address’
current and evolving community
needs through grants. The areas
of focus of the foundation are
arts, education, human service,
and community enhancement.

The Foundation can accept
cash, credit cards or stock gifts.
For more information about
donating to the Canton Commu-
nity Foundation endowment
fund or information about the
Michigan Community

Foundation Tax Credit pro-
gram, call the foundation at 398-
5000.

Station airs ‘Rachel’s Place’

WSDP, 88.1FM, began airing
the children’s show, Rachel’s
Place, on Wednesday, Dec. 8.

Rachel’s Place is a weekly
half-hour program of classic
fairy tales and children’s stories,
with occasional guest story-
tellers and a variety of fun music
for young people and their
grown-ups.

The show, produced by WAMC
in Albany, N.Y. and National
Productions, is hosted by Rachel

Phillips

WSDP will air the show at
7:30 a.m. every Wednesday.
Businesses interested in spon-
soring the program can contact
Bill Keith, Station Manager, at
(734) 418-7732.

WSDP is owned and operated
by the Plymeouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools. The station has
been serving the community
since February 14, 1972.

The
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63)me by for a brief visit, and let the
meaning and joy of Christmas come
to life for you and your family.
December 21-23, 1999

On dnsplay from 7 00 p. m. to 8;30 p.m. = Hemage Park Canton |
On Summit Parkway West of Canton Center Rd. Parking near the playscape

For more information call (734) 451-2100 » www.cantonfriendship.org
Presented by Camton Friendship Church
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Fight of his life

A Canton beauty salon helps
“area teen battle brain tumor

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

As a hockey player, Jerry Ball
was used to fighting for every
goal and every win.

Now, the 15-year-old Wayne
resident is fighting for some-
thing much more important — his
life. A little more than a year
ago, Ball was diagnosed with an
inoperable brain tumor.

Since then, he has had radia-
tion and chemotherapy treat-
ments to stop the tumor's
growth.

“It’s not killing the cancer,”
said his mother, Gloria Ball.
“But it’s not allowing it to
progress.”

A bone marrow transplant
may be the teenager’s best bet.
Fortunately for Ball, the new
procedure is done locally at the
Karmanos Cancer Institute at
Harper Hospital in Detroit.

The only rub is money. Medi-
cal insurance will not cover the
procedure, which may cost in
excess of $100,000.

“The doctors feel this is what
he needs,” said Gloria. “His body
can only take so much
chemotherapy.”

Genesis Salon of Canton is
holding a benefit for Ball noon to
5 p.m. Sunday. Stylist Lisa
Rodriguez, a family friend of
Jerry’s, organized the event.

“We do a lot together,” she said
of the teen’s family. “They're
great people.”

At least five stylists will be

cutting hair Sunday. A mini-
mum donation of $10 will be
asked for.

“No appointment is necessary,”
said Rodriguez.

All donations and tips will go
to benefit Ball. Genesis Salon is
located in a strip mall on Shel-
don Center Road north of War-
ren.

Gloria Ball remembers the day
the tumor was found: Nov, 12,
1998. Jerry was playing in a
hockey game.

“He kept falling down,” she
said. “He was off balance
because of the tumor.”

She took her son to the fami-
ly’s pediatrician to find out what
was wrong, Ball said she was
skeptical when a doctor said
Jerry simply had an allergy.

They went to Garden City
Hospital the next day for a sec-
ond opinion. An MRI revealed
the tumor, which was lodged too
close to his spinal cord to allow
for an operation.

Four days after the discovery,
Jerry was undergoing radiation.
Treatments continued for six
months.

Gloria Ball said her son did
well during the period and was
actually able to return to the ice
briefly.

By July, however, the teenager
had double vision in his left eye
and his condition was worsening.
Chemotherapy started shortly
afterwards.

While the chemotherapy was
relatively mild, Ball said .it was

Did you know?

B Mudd Day is celebrated on
Dec. 207 It's a day to remember
Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, sentenced
to life imprisonment for giving
medical aid to a disguised John
Wilkes Booth, the fleeing assas-
gin of President Abraham Lin-
coln. Mudd's descendants have
been fighting in recent years to
clear his name, arguing that the
doctor didn't know about the
assassination at the time he set
Booth's broken leg.

B The week of Dec. 20-26 is
International Lipstick Week? It's

a celebration of the creation of

lipstick and all its beautifying
powers.

B Seventy-four percent of pub-
lic libraries now offer access to
the Internet?

@ More than 75 percent of

households put up a Christmas
tree?

B In the cold winter months,
the painted turtle buries itself in
the mud and hibernates?

For your listening pleasure

Here are some books on audio
tape available from the library:

B “All Too Human” by Ge orge

~Stephanopoulos.

® “Golf and the Spint”
Scott Peck

B “Hannibal”
ris

B “The Marching
Daniel Silva

B “Liberty Falling”
Barr

by M
by Thomas Har
Season” by

by Nevada

Youth department

Here are some top chi
books that young readers have
been enjoying for years

8 “The Chronicles of
by C.8. Lewis

W “Redwall
Jacques

8 “The
Tolkien

B “The Lord of the
J.R.R. Tolkien

ldren's

Narnia”

Series” by Brian

JR.R

Hobbit" by

Rings" by
N :

Christmas on video

A selection of the top Chnst
mas movies of all time avaiabie
from the library

B cit's a Wo

Wde Life"

B “A Christmas Carol”

B “Jesus of Nazareth”

8 “Night of the Hunter”

B “Miracle on 34th Street”
(1947)

@ “A Christmas Story”

B “A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas”

(1984)

Q&A

Q: How did the poinsettia
become the traditional holiday
plant?

A: Brought to the U.S. from
Mexico by Joel Poinsett in 1829,
the poinsettia is the only plant
with a truly New World her-
itage. The beautiful red flowers
resemble the Star of Bethlehem
plant. Legend has it that a poor
boy with nothing to bring to the
Christ Child found a plant grow-
ing at his feet. He brought it and
placed it at the feet of the infant
Jesus, who looked up and smiled
at the poor boy.

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites
B www.airlines.net

B www.santa.com

B www . keo.org

At the library

Try these crime novels that
have libraries as a backdrop:

B “Miss Zukas and the Library
Murders” by Jo Dereske

B “Death on Demand” by Car-
olyn G. Hart

B “Roll Over and Play Dead”
by Joan Hess

B “Home Sweet Homicide” by
Kate Morgan

B “Burglar in the Library” by
Lawrence Block™ ~~

Hot topic of the week
B Saturnalia! Dec. 17-23

marks the anniver#ary of an
ancient Roman festival honornng
Saturn, the planter god. Concur-
rent with the winter solstice, it
is the most festive period of H“r

year in Rome, and immensely
popular. Gifts, lights and the
L';H‘_!\g of business mark the
period. Some say the date for the
observance of the nativity of
Jesus was selected by the early
Christian church leaders to fall
on Dec. 25 partly to counteract
the popular but disapproved pre

Christian Roman festival of Sat

urnalia
@ the Ca

led By I/
piied DY La

nton Library
ira Dorogt of the
1ff. The

t 1200 8. Canton Center

hbrary st library is locat

e information abdout

[ services, call 397

AT&T opens cell phone store

AT&T recer opened a new
retail gtore ,f.,_f anton at 43241
Ford Road ( at corner of Morton
Taylor Street, “u tween Sheldon
and Lilley Roads). This is the

ninth AT&T Store to open in the
Detroit area since AT&T Wire-
less Services launc hed AT&T
Digital PCS in this market in
December 1997 Bus

iness hours

r

!\ the new Monda
:h!“'r.:gh Friday 9 am. to 8 p.m
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and

store are

Sunday noon to 5 p.m.

“We're excited to become an
active part of the Plymouth-Can
ton community,” said Kenneth
Gaffga, Detroit general manager
for AT&T Wireless Services

tough on her son.

“His moods have fluctuated a

lot,” she commented.

Chemotherapy, Ball added,
will not cure her son. Trans-

planting bone marrow could.

The teen’s bone marrow would
be removed. He would then
receive a “super” chemotherapy
treatment to kill the cancer.
own bone marrow would
then be transplanted back to

Ball's

him.

The family is currently appeal-
ing Blue Cross/Blue Shield’s
decision not to pay for the proce-

dure.

“We're on our third appeal,”

said Ball.

Besides the Genesis Salon ben-
efit, the Wayne Wheels held a
charity game on Nov. 5. Another

game is planned.

For more information or to
make a donation, please visit:

www. friendshelpingfriends.net.

STAFY PHOTO BY PAUL FRURSCHMANN
Helping: Liz Nowak cuts the hair of customer Chris Combs of Howell recently at the
Genesis Hair Salon on Sheldon Center Road in Canton. Co-owners Nowak and
Irene Akers, cutting hair at left rear, will host a marathon hair-cutting session
Dec. 19 to benefit cancer victim Jerry Ball.
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Birmingham e (248) 644-6900
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Create a lasting memary with
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grandkids looking at it,” he said.
./ Pace’s love of Christmas began
as a child.
~“Christmas was a big thing in
our house,” she said. “My dad
was a big Christmas man.”

‘Pace, who has lived in the
township for the better part of
three decades, carried on the
tradition with her own family.
She accomplished that, in part,
by making her own ceramic
Christmas sets.

In the early 1980s, Pace creat-
ed a Nativity set that her church
displayed for more than five
years. The set, which looks pro-

fessionally crafted, i§ now part

of her own display.

“I liked to fool around with it,”
said Pace, who no longer makes
the sets. “But it got to be a big-
ger hobby than I thought it
would.” >

The Canton resident began
making Christmas scenes and
displays about 20 years ago. It
started as a gift idea for her chil-
dren and grew into her own elab-
orate display.

It took Pace about three days
to construct this year’s decora-
tion.

“I start from the back and
move forward,” she said of the
display, which nearly touches
the ceiling. “There are more than
30 elevations.”

She creates the elevations
with cardboard boxes. The boxes
are stacked and taped to produce
a moutain-like structure.

A fire resistant cotton material
goes over the boxes to give the
appearance of snow. Dozens of
pieces then go on top to make a

display that could ‘melt any-

Scrooge’s heart.

Ice skaters move around a
frozen pond. A winter carnival
features a Ferris wheel and
carousel. Frank Sinatra is even
on hand to sing about Christ-
mas.

“We just added him this year,”
said Pace.

; STAYY PBOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
New plece: A close-up view of some of the village’s
pieces, including the new addition of Frank Sinatra
(center).

She has several collections in
the display. “It's a- Wonderful
Life,” the classic Jimmy Stewart
movie, is represented and a
Main Street is featured. i

In all, Pace’s display has more
than 50 buildings and hundreds
of figures. Many of the buildings
focus on Victorian-era style.

“I like the old-fashioned
things,” said Pace. “That’s why I
keep my Christmas tree old-
fashioned. Nothing modern.”

District drivers are on Santa patrol

o

STAPY PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Speclal ride: Plymouth-Canton Community Schools bus drivers Maureen
Vitoratos, Tammy Sakcriska, Sharon McMillin, Cindy Travis, Angela Johnson
and Carol George sit on one of the district’s school buses among several Christ-
mas presents that were collected and stored at George's home until they could
be moved to Oakland County Airport for distribution to Child and Family Ser-
vices of Michigan. More than 800 gifts were donated by students, faculty and
staff for the annual event organized by the transportation workers in the dis-
trict. Approximately 100 children of the organization’s list of 3,000 will benefit

from the gifts.

_different. americast.

One company is cleaning up
the reputation of cable tv.

li"m -

Here's something different: americast® cable tv. Our brand new cable network is built with
fiber optics to bring you razor-sharp picture and sound with 99.9% reliability (you'll forget
outages ever existed). This new system delivers over 90 channels, including great family
entertainment like Toon Disney and Disney Showcase.
How’s this for different? When scheduling installation, we respect your time by working
with you to set up a 2-hour arrival time window. We even vacuum up after the install.
So give us a call. From the minute we say “hello,” you'll know you're getting something

R

extramoney" (Siiserd

Order today and you’ll get

2. Plus, our risk-free guarantee

mcmorhuh.com/omricosf

or event purchases; and (i) any additional outlets beyond the first one. New
customers who subscribe on or after 117198 roay be eligible to earn up 1o $190
on sn extramoney™ GItCard over a one year period. Offer expires |/ 152000
| ‘GiftCard offer not valid for localcast only castomers, GIftCard may not be used
" for cash withdrawals at any cash dispensing location. iftCard not redeemable

“for’ e Other terms and restrictions apply. Piease callfor more details

Police: Internet sting

leads to assault charge

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER
1 r@oe.h

net

Authorities are crediting the
father of a 14-year-old Livonia
boy for helping them arrest a
Westland man who is charged
with assaulting the Livonia
man’s son.

‘Jeffery Clay Lacey, 26, is
charged with two counts of rape
and one count of using the Inter-
net to solicit sex from a minor.

He was arraigned in 34th Dis-
trict Court in Romulus Dec. 5.
The judge set cash bail at
$150,000.

Wayne County Sheriff and

o

Acute painful shoulder is a
il condition that arises as a result of  was
inflammation at the point where the  effective.
tendon of the biceps muscle passes
B over the head of the humerus |

arm bone). if the painful shrum
not extended through its range of
motion, ligaments and other tissues
about the joint will stiffen and the
shoulder will “freeze.” This problem
is howoriously difficult to treat. Now, a
new study suggests that a series of
i s exercises, combined with 2
daily hali-hour of aerobic exercise
can help “thaw” frozen shoulder. The
exercises, developed at the
University of Washington, involve
stretching the shoulder muscles in
different directions while“standing,

20,

physical therapy.

Presented by
bl Hands Om Center For Physical Therapy

OUT OF THE "FREEZE"

siting, and lying down. The reg:
found to be

One of the first 1ssues that physical
therapists must confront is patients
reluctance b work panful muscle
groups. While the desire 10 achieve
full range of motion may be great
offes encouragement can be the key
w0 achieving maximury
you have expenienced i
or surgery, ask your physician for a
referral 10 the HANDS ON CENTER
FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY To learn
more aboul our wade
services, call 455-8370. 'We ae §
located at 470 Forest Avenue, Suite

PS. It Is important 10 dlagnose the cause of shoulder pan before embarking upos £ 3

Livonia police arrested Lacey
Saturday as part of a sting set
up by the victim's dad.

The father posed as his son in
an online chat room and set up a
meeting at their Livonia home,
which allowed -authorities to
make an arrest.

While the Wayne County
Sheriff Internet Crimes Task
Force has made 10 arrests, this
is the first involving an actual
child victim, authorities said.

Task force undercover officers
have posed as children online to
arrest those soliciting sex from
minors.

significamt

n recovery, I

eSS, Iy

range of
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Slamming complaints decline after state crack down *

The number of slamming com-
plaints received by the Michigan
»Public Service Commission has
declined significantly, from a
high of more than 500 in March
to 150 or fewer during the last
three months.

“Michigan has become a very
unfriendly state for telephone
slammers to do business, with
the commission assessing fines
totaling more than $1.6 million
against several telephone service
providers accused of slamming

customers,” commission Chair-
man-John Strand said.

“The commission initiated 13
‘show cause’ actions against corh-
panies accused of slamming cus-
tomers and has ordered customer
restitution for as much as
$10,0000, We have approved a
number of settlement agreements
between customers who have
allegedly been slammed and the
telephone service provider
accused of the slamming.”

Slamming is a practice in

which telephone customers are
switched to other telephone ser-
vice providers without the cus-
tomers’ permission. On July 16,
1998, Gov. John Engler signed
into law Public Acts 259 and 260,
which strictly forbid slamming
and authorized the commission to
establisk procedures to ensure
that telephone service is not
switched without proper cus-
tomer verification.

The acts give the commission
authority to assess severe penal-

ties to protect customers who
have suffered damages as a
result of slamming. On Sept. 23,
1998, the commission established
anti-slamming procedures. The
procedures require:

B strict standards to verify
requests to change telephone ser-
vice :

B local telephone carriers to
offer carrier freeze protection pro-
grams to all customers who want
the protection;

B telephone service-provider

registration with the commission;

B prompt customer notification
of any changes in the customer’s
m 'm. ] -

The commission continues to
encourage customers who have
documented proof that they have
been slammed to pursue lawful
remedies with the commission.
“While we have clearly turned
the corner, there are still far too
many instances of slamming in
Michigan,” Strand said.

MPSC staff continue to work

ciasely with customers seeking
restitution for having their tele-
phone service switched without
authorization. Consumers may
contact the MPSC at 1-800-293+
9555 or e-mail their complaint to
http:// cis. state. mi. us/ mpse/
execsec/consumer/

Consumers may also mail com=
plaints to: Michigan Public Ser<
vice Commission, Communica-
tions Division, P.O. Box 30221,

resistiple

=

temptations

Gourmet goodies from Godiva are
perfect for sending someone special
straight to chocolate heaven! A
wonderful assortment of six taste
treats nestles in Godiva's distinctive
gold gift basket, #85
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¥ Home Market
Minutes

 Digital Service

$9.99 for Life.

Here's the offer of
a lifetime on digital service.
When you sign up, we
i promise you'll never pay
more than $9.99 a month for
digital service. Even after your
initial two-year service
agreement. Plus we'll include
60 total minutes of home market
airtime free. It's an affordable way to
get clear, dependable cellular service.
Call or visit Cellular & More today!

Ask about the AirTouch National Calling Plan with Free Long
Distance and roaming for one low rate in all fifty states.

'Iv 6
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FREE
' MESSAGE MAKER PAGER

, *34* Value

?' Requires 1-year statewide service agreement and $20.00
activation fee. Must present coupon at time of purchase. 'f
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! $59% with coupon (79% Value)

§ Sales taxnotincluded. Must present coupon at time of ,
l-purc:hase Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. ‘
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CANTON

~ 44011 Ford Road
(just east-of Sheldon)-

(734) 981-7440

Monday-Saturday 10a.m. -8 p.m.
Sunday 11 am.-4 p.m.
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AIRTOUCH"

Now you can.

Get connected.
1(800) CELL-MOR

www.celimor.com

Brighton ¢ Fenton ¢ Haslett ® Howell « Milford

« Inside Car Tunes:
“Allen Park ¢ Berkley ¢ Roseville e Westland

Inside House of Car Stereo:
East Lansing and Lansing

Platinum Agent

New activations only. Limited to certain rate plan. Digital phone required. $9.99 is for access only. Taxes, airtime, roaming, long distance, toll and land charges
axira. 680 free home market airtime minutes are fotal, not monthly, and will carry over until depleted. Credit approval required. Other charges and restrictions may
apply. Ptan includes three months free Airfouch Extras (a offering unlimited off-peak hours from Saturday a.m. through Sunday p.m. and AirTouch
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Keely Wygonik named assistant managing editor

Keely Wygonik has been pro-
moted to the position of assistant
managing editor for features for
the Observer Newspapers.

Wygonik will supervise opera:
tions for the common Observer
feature sections — At Home,
Taste, Arts & Leisure, Enter-
tainment, Health and Business
and Wayne Community Life. She
will also be a member of the
Observer's editorial manage-
ment team.

Wygonik has been the Taste,
Arts & Leisure and Entertain-
ment editor for the Observer &
Eccentric Néwspapers since

PSC warns
to be ready

for Y2K

When Jan. 1, 2000, rolls
around,we all want to know
lights and heat will be working
in our home or business and that
the telephone will generate calls.

The Michigan Public Service
Commission (MPSC) believes
that regulated utility companies
are taking the Year 2000 (Y2K)
probleém seriously and address-
ing it competently.

Throughout the year, the
MPSC has been working with
regulated utilities on Y2K
issues. Further, the MPSC
believes Y2K will not bring any
significant interruptions in elec-
tric, natural gas, or telephone
gervices due to computer fail-
ures.

However, if you are concerned
about your utility companies’
ability to provide you with reli-
able service in the Year 2000,
the MPSC recommends you con-
tact the companies directly to
find out more about what actions
they have taken to protect cus-
tomers against significant inter-
ruptions in service.

Even if there are no disrup-
tions on Jan. 1, 2000, it 1s a good
practice to always be prepared
for power outages of any sort -
ice, snow storm, or a vehicle hit-
ting a power pole.” You can be
prepared for power outages by:

M Setting aside and designat-
ing for emergency use

- Battery-powered radio

- Extra batteries

~ Blankets

— First-aid kit .

- Bottled water

- Battery-operated lantern

— Candles and matches

— Non-perishable packaged or
canned foed and a manual can
opener

B Keeping a list of emergency
numbers near the telephone

B Protecting electrical equip-
ment such as a TV, VCR,
microwave oven, or home com-
puter with a voltage surge sup-
pressor, A suppressor can elimi-
nate the surge before it enters
the equipment, thus protecting it
from damage. A variety of
devices are available for differ-
ent forms of protection. Unplug
unprotected equipment before a
storm to avoid lightning damage

When power is lost

8 Check the fuse box to see ifa
. fuse is blown or tripped. Check
with thé ne uzhl)un to see if their
power is out

@ Call your local utility com
pany and let its personnel know
that you have lost power AlSG
advise if there is eme r.,v ney

medical equipment in the home

B Turn off and unplug most
lights and appliances to prevent
electrical overload when power 1s
restored

B Kee P the refrigerator door
closed as much as possible
Move milk, cheese. meats, etc
into the freezer compartment of
the refrigerator. If the freezer 1s
only partially full, group pack-
ages together so they form an
igloo to keep each other cold
Purchase dry ice and place in
freezer — it will help keep Inm‘
frozen for an extended period of
time. Cover the top of the refrig
erator with a blanket

® Make sure you have
to a telephone that does not
require electricity to operate

Be aware that the telephone
system is not designed so that
everyone in the United States
can place a call at the same time
If, for example, everyone tries to
make a telephone call at 12:05
a.m. on January 1, 2000, it is
possible there will be jammed
lines and the calls will not go
through

For more tips, contact tho
MPSC at (800) 292-9555 or
http// cis. state. mi. us/ mpsc to
gét a copy of the brochure \u_r
viving Electric Power Outages

ACCEeSS

1991. The Arts & Leisure section
took second place for all lifestyle
sections in the 1997 Suburban
Newspaper Association awards.

“Keely is an outstanding com-
munity journalist,” said Hugh
Gallagher, Observer managing
editor. “She is extremely hard-
working and dedicated to serving
the needs of readeérs. She has
been a friendly and helpful voice
to many Observer readers who
have called with questions about
recipes in Taste or to find infor-
mation about where to eat or be

entertained for the weekend. She

‘want to read,”

has developed our feature sec-
tions to serve the particular
needs of our readers. I know
she’ll continue to make them the
best they can be.”

Wygonik said she’s looking for-
ward to the challenge.

“I have a great team, and.

together we'll work hard to deliv-
er the kinds of stories you’'ll
she said. “Our
goal is to become a resource that
you can rely on for information
about home deécorating and
improvement, food, business,
health, community life, dining

out, entertainment, and the arts.
We'll serve you interesting tid-
bits about local restaurants, take
you behind the scenes of local
entertainment venues such as
Joey’s Comedy Club in Livonia,
and paint colorful portraits of
the vibrant role arts play in our
communities. I welcome your
input and suggestions, and hope
to hear from you soon.”

Wygonik joined the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers in 1989
as a copy editor. She was named
the Observer & Eccentric’s Jour-
nalist of the Year in 1994,

Prior to joining the O&E, she
was the administrative editor of
The Citizen in Hamtramck.

Wygonik is a 1982 graduate of
Michigan State University. She
is currently pursuing a master of
business administration degree
from Walsh College of Business.

Wygonik and her husband,
David, live in Dearborn

You can reach Wygonik by
phone at (734) 953-2105, by e-
mail at kwygonik@oe.
homecomm .net or by fax at (734)
591-7279.

Reg. 260.00

SALE 179.99 w.rone

‘Showtime” barbecue-and rotisserie. Reg. 225.00

SALE 129.99 ...

Bella Cuisine™ stainiess steel ten-piece cookware set

SEMINOLE TOWN CENTER. FL

SALE 219.99 «creoncr s1

stand mixer. Reg. 270.00

SALE 19.99 rvur oo

dinnerware four-piece place setting. Reg. 34.00

Save 30% on open stock Parisian dinnerware

TUAL SAVINGS MY

EXOFFD PERCENTAGE SAVINGS SHOWN

HOLIDAY STORE HOURS THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16: 9:00 AM TO 10:00 PM.

STARTS TODAY! THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16!

HOMES ARLIGH TSALE

SAVE m /0 Entire stock of Dakota “Adventure” Iuggage in assorted

styles. Reg. 135.00-450.00, sale 54.00-180.00. smes

ORIDA MALL. NORTHLAKE MALL AND NORTH POINT MALL
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| TAKE 20% OFF* ONE SINGLE HOME SALE ITEM

' OF YOUR CHOICE

I YOU MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON AT THE REGISTER TO RECEIVE
| YOUR DISCOUNT. VALID THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1999,
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wine-tasting set includes two each of bordeaux
and white wine glasses. Reg. 33 50
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 184 of the Public Acts of
1943 of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the Zoning
Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the Planning
Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold a Publie Hearing
on Monday, January 10, 2000 in the First Floor Meeting Room of the
Canton Township Administration Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road at
7:00 p.m. on the following proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance:

TALLA REZONING - CONSIDER REQUEST TO REZONE THE NORTH
400 FEET OF PARCEL NO. 094 99 0007 000 FROM R4, SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL, TO C-1, VILLAGE SHOPPING. Property is located on the
southeast corner of Haggerty and Cherry Hill Roads.

SN
AN e —waq CHEBRY HILL ROAD

=i

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should be
received at the above address prior to Thursday, January 6, 2000, in order
to be included in the materials submitted for review.

VIC GUSTAFSON, Chairman
Publish: December 16, 1989 and January 2, 2000

Show-stopper: Penguins (front row, from left) Adam Kilgore, Elxzabeth Senci, Emma VanHoet, Andrew

Bentley thlrd—graders steal the show in annual ‘Penguin’ musical

Overmeyer and Surya Nagaraja sing during the finale.

Sing-along: Kasey Webb, 8, one .
of the reindeer, sings along dur-
ing the production in the school
cafeteria. Fellowing the perfor-
mance, parents and siblings
Jjoined the cast in a holiday
sing-along.

ley McKee, perform in the play.

GM performance: Gloria Toth, center, watches her granddaughter, Ash-

STAFY PEOTOS BY PAUL HURSCEMANN
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oy “}m‘h h“dh.‘ﬁ': ““n’."‘"r" Kelly (D-Wayne)
some 3 ) : p. Tom y (D-Wayne
“?:, Smith promised to voted no.
_put the issue on the ballot next Sens. Loren Bennett (R-Can-
- fall. ton), and Thaddeus McCotter
 “This is abou i
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committee would block cities
from having rules about resi-
dency other than roqumng

n cities which have residency
rules. The couple would be .
required to live within 20 miles

In the House, representa-
tives voted 66-44 for the confer-
ence report.

Here's how local legislators
voted: Reps. Bob Brown (D-
Dearborn Heights), Eileen
DeHart (D-Westland), Gerald
Law (R-Plymouth), Bruce Pat-
terson (R-Canton), Andrew
Raczkowski (R-Farmington

ATTENTION!

Do you want your jewelry to have that NEW LOOK for the holidays?

Let JT Jewelers professi ubnuddea goldrmg: chains,
4 Jbraeleln charms audf‘lprnda-hfort

low price of:
CHAINS & CHARMS &
RINGS BRACELETS PENDANTS
$5.00 ea. .30/inch ea. 2.00 ea.

If your getting jewelry for Christmas, why wilit 1 - 3 weeks to get your ring
sized or chain or bracelet shortened? You can have your jewelry back THE
SAME DAY™. :
- - Den't miss the TURN-OF THE MILLENNIUM because of a-dead wach -
battery! We install batteries WHILE YOU WAIT.

JT JEWELERS

28962 W, Warren, Westland
(located inside of Westland Jewelry Exchange)
YOUR FULL SERVICE JEWE

¢ Jewelry Repair ¢ Custom Jewelry
*» Watch Repair B
20 yrs. experience .
* Jewelry dropped off late ‘-:i(
in the day 2
will be ready the mext day.

SAVE 5!
25% 1 60% B
JEWELRY RE;%RE V%

PRICES

Over 1000 Jewelry Items!

¢ MMKJD( Platinum

" Hello? ™99

$30 Rebate
on Nokia 5160

Where every call is a local call
or choose an Advantage Plan with
Airtime As Low As .06¢ per minute.

Nokia 5160
el o 128

Mail-in
Rebate

Cellular ® ereless

903 W. Ann Arbor Road * Suite B « Plymouth * (Just West of Main Street)

734-354-6000

Extended Holiday Hours: Mor.

Hold-up /o4

FREE ESTIMATES

';734)525-1 930
drrssid, Balles | | 3200 LIDOMBET - LvONIA
Cheek, Ovs! Toy-shoppe.-om SHO kq, e ot

= Fri. 108 Sat. T0-6; Sun. = § 5 RS

Receive A $100
Mail-In Rebate

on the purchase of any two Sprint PCS Phones™
(o $30 rebate on any phone)

Available for $14.99 on Sprint PCS Free & Clear Plans starting at $50

Dual-Band Sprint PCS Touchpoint Phone ™
(madel & 000 GO0 £139)

* Wireless internet Ready

* Headset Jack

v * Mouse Key
phy See printec materiais in S0 h‘m“.m-—um

‘i;rf.‘%‘: P‘.'j

* (Just West of Main Street)
I Ov .

Sprint PCS Add-a-Phone”. Share the Minutes.

up behind the vehicle at which
time the driver got back in and
tried to flee.

Reports said the driver did a
quick U-turn to head westbound
on Van Born. Jenkinson hit the
vehicle in the driver's side door
as he made the turn.

The driver didn’t stop initial-
ly, reports said. He finally
pulled over on the side of Van
Born just west of Haggerty. Offi-
cers arrested him without fur-
ther incident.

Police recovered what they
believe was the robber’s gun on
the northeast corner of Van
Born and Haggerty roads. A
cash drawer from the Clark sta-

_tion was also recevered nearby.

Reports didn’t indicate how
much money, if any, was in the
drawer.

$5 off $10 off
Bormoe B0 more

29219 W. 6 Mile

Hours: Mon.-Wed.10-6
Thurs.Fek. 10-7; Sat. 10-5; Sen. 1-$

Lessene

20579 Middiebelt « Livonia, Ml 48152
(800) 433-TOOL
New Location: 56330 Grand River Ave. * New Hudson, Mi 48165
(248) 437-8000

Tnakita
GENERATORS

* G6101R - 5800 watt
with electric start $1749
(shown here)

» G6100R - 5800 watt $1 599
* G4100R - 4100 watt $1395

+ G280OR - 2800 watt $895

MODEL G§101R

I EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY.

Catch the

Transfer
Express
Winter 2000

Transfer Express makes it easy for undergraduate transfers to attend
Eastern. How? By allowing you to take care of all that paperwork in one
trip to campus
Simply bring us your sealed college and university lranscripts, a
complefed application, and a $25 application fee ... we'll do the rest
With Transfer Express, you'll be able 10

* receive an admission decision

* get your official student ID card

* find out which of your college credits will transfer

* talk to a financial aid representative

* meet with an academic adviser

* register for fall classes

WHERE: 401 Plerce Hall, Eastern Mkhipn University
WHEN: Thursday, December 16, from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. |
Friday, December 17, from 8 a.m. uatil § p.m.
—Tuesday, December 21, from 8§ a.m. until § p.m.

Questions? Call us for details
734.487.2222 or 800.GO-TO-EMU

Please note: In order 10 be admissible, you must have completed at least
12 tansferabie credit howrs and have a cumulative GPA of ai least 2.0
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Chief cautious on local alternative plan

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER
kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.net

Westland Police Chief Emery
Price thinks a Wayne County
ordinance on alternative, com-
munity-based programs for local
ordinance vno]ators is a good
idea.

But Price believes the ordi-
nance should have more specifics
about the fees for alternative
programs, namely tethering,
before the document is proposed
to the Wayne County Commis-
sion.

“l appreciate that they want
our input on the ordinance, but 1
can see we will have problems
with it,” Price told members of
the Conference of Western
Wayne Friday. The CWW is a
consortium of ‘the cities of

Belleville, Dearborn, Dearborn

Heights, Garden City, Inkster,
Livonia, Northville, Plymouth,
Romulus, Wayne and Westland
and the townships of Canton,
Huron, Northville, Plymouth,
Redford, Sumpter and Van

Buren.

Price believes the local district
courts and police agencies should
have more of a say in the pro-.
gram that will be used on viola-
tors who are sentenced to Wayne
County jail and could be deter-
mined eligible for a community-
based program by the Depart-
ment of Community Justice,
according to the ordinance.

“Once they are placed in the
Wayne County jail, communities
won't have a say in this,” Price
said of the proposal. The, ordi-
nance doesn't mention tethering
at all, nor the costs associated
with tethering and who should
pay, Price said.

James Curran, deputy director
of the Wayne County Depart-
ment of Community Justice,
informed Marsha Biancoeni,
CWW'’s executive director, of the
proposed community-based pro-
gram fee ordinance expected to
be introduced to the Wayne
County Commission early next
year.

Curran highlighted the follow-
ing items from the ordinance:

l

20411 Farmington Rd. at Eight Mile * Livonia, Mi 48152 * Phone: (248) 476-1262
Store hours; 10-9 Sun: 12-5 * Gift Certificates Available

Leeresr

B The county may collect fees
from communities for ordinance
violators who are in programs
that_are alternatives to incarcer-
ation.

B The cost shall be det,ermmed
by the lesser of the fees for incar-
ceration or the alternative pro-
gram’s actual costs.

B The county’s chief financial
officer shall annually certify to
the county commission the cost
of each program.

B The court may collect a fee
from the ordinance violator for
participation in the program.

“The Department of Communi-
ty Justice is working to identify
programs that can assist ordi-
nance violators, particularly
chronic violators, in breaking
their eycle of criminal behavior,”
Curran stated in a letter to the
CWW.

“The services we are attempt-
ing to identify are both residen-
tial and outpatient substance
abuse treatment, education; life
skill and employment services.
To date we have positive feed-
back from the Salvation Army

and we are waiting to hear from
others.”

CWW officials encourage‘
Price to meet with other police
chiefs and return with a recom-
mendation at the next CWW
meeting in January.

In 1997, a CWW Jail Mﬂh.p
Committee was created te
address the CWW's concerng
that Wayne County lacked space
to house ordinance violators,
Price was on the committee vmh
Biahconi. -

“All parties were in nzmemed
that current Wayne County facil-
ities are inadequate to meet.
future needs for jail space,™
Bianconi said. Two years age,
the CWW asked for an ordinance
governing alternative programs.
before CWW officials backed the.
millage renewal. The CWW actu-’
ally had opposed the millage
until they had discussed con-
cerns over jail usage with county
officials.

County officials as'sured the
CWW at that time an ordinance
would be introduced later.
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Rivers’ coffee klatch draws
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BY R!:Ntx SKOGLUND _
ﬂkoglund@oe homecomm.net

Topics were as varied as the
doughnut selection .Tuesday
morning at Tim Horton’s on Ford
Road in Canton during U.S. Rep.
Lynn Rivers, D-Ann Arbor, cof-
fee hour with constituents. They

ranged from health care to Yas- -

sar Arafat.

A question about the escalat-
ing costs of prescription drugs
and pharmacies selling customer
information to pharmaceuticals
trailed into a discussion about
privacy rights. Rivers said the

“recently passed Financial Ser-

vices Modernization Act, S. 900,
was a boon to the financial
industry, specifically mortgage
and insurance companies. How-
ever, it may be a threat to con-
sumers’ privacy.

“Between these companies,
information can flow.” (Rivers
voted against the bill. See relat-
ed story.)

Chris Ravert, 17, who attend-

" ed the coffee with a small contin-

gent of students from Faithway
Baptist School in Ypsilanti,
asked how safe it was to do holi-
day shopping on the Internet.
Ask them about their privacy
policy, Rivers warned. “You take

Don’t just impress the neighbors.
Impress yourself.

e

cash due $
at signing

a wide range of questions

B ‘The political arena is where every decision is

made.’

US. Rep. Lynn Rivers
D-Ann Arbor

a risk just as you do when you
make a telephone purchase.”

Joyee Harrington of Plymouth,
a senior citizen, offered some
practical advice when faced with
disclosing your Social Security
number for an e-mail purchase:
“Just fill in 111 11 11117

Rivers gave the students a
quick lesson on campaign contri-
butions and the high costs of
financing a congressional cam-
paign in the United States: “One
million dollars on each side.”

An advocate for campaign
finance reform, Rivers favors
moving to publiclyfinanced cam-
paigns with even playing fields
for all candidates. “It’s silly to
argue that money doesn’t make a
difference,” she said. Rivers has
a no-gifts policy in her office.

Talk gradually turned toward
getting citizens involved in the
political process. “The political
arena is where every decision is

2000
mercury
sable Is
premium

made,” said Rivers. If the public
doesn’t pay attention to mailings
and television spots, and parents
often resent teachers talking pol-
itics in school, how do you edu-
cate people, asked Rivers,

“As far as people being
involved in government, that
may have happened in Seattle.
That may have been our Boston
Tea Party,” said Art Sutton, a
senior citizen from Belleville,
referring to the upheaval at the
recent World Trade Organization
meeting.

Many of those demonstrators
were anarchists, replied Rivers.

Women need to get more
involved in politics, said Rivers.
They represent 52 percent of the
population but make up just 15
percent of elected officials.

Joyce Harrington of Plymouth,
the former president of the

See RIVERS, A]12
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Taking questions: Lynn Rivers speaks with citizens over coffee and doughnuts at
Tim Horton’s in Canton on Tuesday morning.
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‘sleigh bells
~_hanging from
the sleigh'’s
shaft. Picture
is dated
March 4, |5
1901.

THE PORTLAND CUTTER

This was the most populer sleigh

design ever made, even more popu-

_ lar than the Albany sieigh, which
tended to cramp the occupants. The
Portland cutter was developed by
Charles P. Kimbaii of Portiang,
Maine. It was roomy enobgh to let
your feet stretch out, and its big
“bay” could easily accommodate
the fur robes that people plled all
sround themselves.

The Portland cutter was set iow
to ground, so there was less danger
of upset, which was a commion acci-
dent when sleighing. Turning took
place in one big sweeping move-
ment ~ horse and sleigh all coming
around in & wide arc.

Most Portland cutters couid have
been purchased for under $20 at the
time of its construction. in 1908,
Sears and Roebuck advertised mod-___
els for $16.75.

Sowrce: “Mocse-Brawn Vehities at the Sreidurre Musewn”

Sleighfuk Thirteen men

managed to-climb
board this Prouty &

Glass Portland sleigh.

rskoglund@oe.homecomm.net

Dashing through the snow, in
a one-horse open sleigh ...

In the mid-1880s, Fayette
Prouty, who owned a wood-
working shop in Detroit, began
making trips to Wayne in search
of a factory site. He found five
acres of land near Elizabeth
Street and the railroad along
Michigan Avenue. In 1888, he
opened the Prouty & Glass Car-
riage Co. with his son, W. C.
Prouty, and his son-in-law John
S. Glass.

The company soon was pro-
ducing 125 cutters and a 100
carriages a month, with some
models available through the
Sears and Roebuckcatalog.
Eventually, it became one of the
largest manufacturers of sleighs
and cutters in the country.

“Salesman traveled all over
the United State’s with that cat-
alog,” said Virginia Presson,
manager of Wayne Historical
Museum, which houses a Prouty
& Glass cutter. Orders were
sent back, and the sielghs were
shipped by rail. ;

At it’s peak at the turn of the
century, Prouty & Glass manu-
factured 60 different types of
sleighs ~ single- and double-
seaters, spring and springless,
and open and protected. Howev-
er, the automobile dealt a death
blow to the carriage trade, and

the company began to flounder.
It ceased operations in 1915.

The facilities went-through a
succession of new identities,
including a military training
academy for boys during World
War I, saw mill, belt factory,
and steering wheel factory. It
was almost totally destmyed by
fire in 1929,

“1 remember when it burned,”
said Presson. “I was nine years
old and in-third grade. We stood
in the {school's) south windows
and watched the smoke.

Memories

A hundred years ago, long
before counties plowed snowy
roads, farmers switched from
wheels to runners come winter.
it was much easier to haul
heavy loads on sleds than on
wagons. After three seasons of
work in the field, farmers looked
forward to visiting neighbors
during winter,

It was & time for heavy la
robes, foot warmers and aleigg
bells.

Jay Richards, 73, of Plymouth
Township doesn’t know if the
snappy, two-seated cutter he
and his brother and two sisters
rode in was made by Prouty &
Glass. All he remembers is that
it was a cold, 2-1/2 mile ride
down Haggerty from his family’s
21-acre farm on Joy Road to the
one-room Hough School on War-
ren Road in Canton Township.

leig
fng
s

“If you had too high a snow, it
might tip,” he said. He recalled
at least one spill. “It sort of
scared the heck out of us.”

Richards sold the sleigh sever-
al years ago to a Detroit florist,
who used it ds part of a display.
He kept only the set of sleigh
bells, which he said were some-
where in his attic. And Star-
dust, the Kentucky thorough-
bred who pulled the Richards
clan (and who purportedly once
belonged to the famed Detroit
boxer Joe Louis), died peaceﬁxlly
of old age. |

“It was just wonderful. In the
sleigh you could hear the bells
ring. You were 'just at peace
with everyone,” said Betty
Stevens of Ypsilanti in a Janu-
ary 1998 Westland Observer

b
!
§
i

. article on the community’s Win-

terFest. .
Stevens grew up on a farm

located on the grounds of John

Glenn High School in Westland.
She would ride in the family's
bobsled covered with blankets
made at the Monroe Woolen
Mills from wool sheared from
her father's sheep Her family
also owned a snappy two-seater
cutter, which she donated to the
Westland Historical Museum
several years ago. “My father
had that sleigh for always,” she
said.Pat Bunyea comes from a
farming famjly. She and her

husband farmed at two locations.

in Plymouth Township before

ehing!

bells
are you

moving to a 152-acre farm in
Ann Arbor a few years ago. Her
family didn’t have a sleigh, but
her grandmother, Anna Kaiser,

had one on her farm in Flat -

Rock.

Back in the '40s, when Bun-
yea and her siblings visited
Grandma Kaiser in the winter,
they would hitch up their Uncle
Charlie’'s horse to the sleigh for
a ride around the farm and
down Telegraph Road. Thanks

srmmnmm

Good as new: The Wayne
Historical Museum loaned
this Prouty & Glass Portland
cutter to First Congregational
Church of Wayne for a
Christmas display.

to Grandma Kaiser’s blanket,
the children stayed warm. -

“She used to call it her buffalo
robe, but it wasn't really buffalo.
It was terribly picky but very
warm,” said Bunyea.

Today, few barns harbor any
more sleighs, and few. people
have experienced the joy of rid-
ing through a wintry country-
side in a one-horse open sleigh.
But for those who have, the echo
of sleigh bells rings on.

Sleigh-makers: The 50-plus emplovees of Prouty &
Glass Carriage Co. take a break from work to have
their picture taken for posterity. All the men save

one are wearing hats. Picture may have been taken

. shortly after the turn of the century.

-4

99 FORD
ESCORT

2000-0.9*~°750

cash back

financing

cash back

%

APR
FINANCING
FOR UP TO

» 36 MONTHS|(1)

OR
UP TO

99 Foib ]

4.9"

$2000 on Escortiexciucds ZX2

financing

Sreai. 36 months §
1000-9n Taurus an 1 Windstar or ..&m,,

VARSITY FORD

3480 Jackson Rd. 1-800-875-FORD
ANN ARBOR

BRIARWOOD FORD HINES PARK FORD

7070 Michlgan Ave 734-429-5478
- SALINE

Wi‘lnn- lake Nnew

ATCHINSON FORD

www . suburbanforddealers.com

'.‘uwn Sredit AF

,r‘!‘4 o $ 1000 financed »

a0 Chelinier rr‘ua

9800 Belleville Rd. 734-697-9161
BELLEVILLE

130 S. Milford Rd. 248-684-1715
MILFORD

99 FORD
TAURUS

‘1000 o« 0.9*-"1000

cash back

99 FORD
WINDSTAR

0.9*
% or

financing

OPEN SATURDAYS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

JNOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY FOR LOWEST API see deaier 10 90  you qua

'wwqmmg) varios by credtwornhiness of rma as determined by Ford

financing

1000

cash back

GENE BUTMAN

2105 Washtenaw 734-482-8581
YPSILANTI

FRIENDLY FORD

1011 S. Monroe 734-243-6000
MONROE

cash back




THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1999

o

*A12

RINAE 4 YORYST
- GOING OUT

|OF BUSINESS

ALE!

DOORS CLOSE FOREVER DECEMBER 20™ AT 10 PM

e ww g

v
v
v
’
o

—

e

N

. e W A T, S, N, e %

Rivers opposes banking bill,
says it may threaten privacy

Although the Financial Ser-
vices Modernization Act helps
financial services and insurance
firms become more globally com-
petitive by breaking down barri-
ers between them, it may threat-
en personal privacy, says U.S.
Rep. Lynn Rivers, D-Ann Arbor,
in her monthly newsletter, “Cap-
ital Corner.” *

*Domestically, however, the
bill means that these affiliated
institutions can share informa-

tion about their customers..

Ostensibly, this will allow com-
panies to improve customer ser-
vice, but the possibility that it
will also allow them to deny ser-
vice or discriminate is simply too
great. For this reason, I voted
against the bill.”

The following are key aspects
of Act. S. 900:

@ The bill requires financial
institutions to “clearly and con-
spicuously” tell constimers their
practices and policies regarding
the disclosure of non-public per-
sanal information_to affiliates
and non-affiliated third parties.

B Consumers may “opt out” of
sharing their personal informa-
tion with non-affiliated third
parties. The provision prohibits
banks from releasing informa-
tion only if the consumer has
specifically instructed the insti-
tution not to share information.

Customers cannot opt out of
sharing their information with
third parties contracted to per-

form services on behalf of the™

financial institution. Once cus-
tomers decide not to opt out of
sharing their personal informa-
tion, however, they cannot

R'Vers from page A10

change their minds, only switch
financial institutions.

B Non-affiliated third parties
given access to customers’ per-
sonal information may not pass
this information on to any other
non-affiliated third parties.

B Unless the firm is contract-
ed by the financial institution,
financial institutions may not
disclose castomers’ account num-
bers or similar access numbers
to non-affiliated third parties for
use in telemarketing, direct mail
marketing, or e-mail marketing.

Under Act. 8. 900, it is the
consumers responsibility to pro-
tect personal information from
misuse, warns Rivers. “I encour-
age you to look at the fine print
when dealing with insurance
companies and financial institu-
tions.”

J

school district’s Plymouth-Can-
ton Paraprofessional Associa-
tion, agreed. She said many
women in her union didn’t vote
or let their husbands vote for
them. “I'd tell them, ‘Well,
honey, when you get in that
booth, you're hubby is not
pulling that lever. You are.’ Such
wussie people.”

Several of the attendees
thanked Rivers for starting her
community coffee hours and said

getting to know your representa-
tive in Congress was the best
way to understand politics
“You've got a firm supporter,”
said Jim Ball of Belleville. “I can
spot a phony from here to the
gas station.”

Ravert inquired about a law
allowing people to carry con-
cealed weapons. “It won't stop
everything, but it will cut down
on ¢rime,” he said. Rivers
explained that such law refers to

the threat of deadly harm. You
can’t shoot someone for stealing
your car unless your life was
threatened. “It's a lesson people
would learn after the fact,” she
said. :

Rivers predicted Congress will
deal with proposed bills on crime
and taxes during the upcoming
election year. “Bills not intended
to pass into law but which
inflame the electorate.”

County parks ready for winter

What's the best cure for cabin
fever and wintertime blues?
Head for the friendly hills of
Wayne County Parks for lots of

_fresh air and exercise.

Wax those skis and strap on
those boots. Cross-country skiing
on groomed trails is available

‘this seasen froen dawn until
dusk in a variety of locations,
including: Elizabeth Park in
Trenton; Hines-Park Nankin
Mills area in Westland; Hines
Drive and Ann Arbor Road, just
east of [-275 at Newburgh Lake;
and Crosswinds Marsh Wetland
Interpretive Preserve in
Sumpter Township,

Fancy yourself a would-be
Michelle Kwan? The park sys-
tems has several ice rink loca-
tions to accommodate skating
enthusiasts throughout the
county. Rinks are open at New-
burgh Lake at Newburgh Pointe
in Livonia (designated areas),
Elizabeth Park in Trenton,
Wilcox Lake in Plymouth (desig-
nated areas), Hines Park-Perrin
area, and Hines Park Nankin
Mills area in Westland.

All rinks will be open during
the day, weather permitting. In
addition, the rinks at Elizabeth
Park and Hines Park Nankin

Mills are lighted and will be
open for night skating until 9
p.m.

If you get your thrills from
sledding, Wayne County Parks
has installed two ramps at the
Hines Park-Cass Benton area
just for you. There's also
enhanced parking to provide a
safe experience for children ofa!}
ages. The Hines Park-Cass Berl-
ton sledding hill is located off of
Hines Drive between Six and
Seven Mile Roads in Northville.

For informatien on skiing,
skating and sledding conditions,
call (734) 261-1990.

Grants available for county schools

In November, the Wayne
County Regional Educational
Service. Agency, announced a
new initiative, Operation
Achievement, that makes avail-
able $2 million in funding for
educators in Wayne County’s 34
public school districts. Educators
interested in applying for grants
of $50,000 to $500,000 must
apply before Jan. 5, 2000.

“The goal of Operation
Achievement is simple: to dra-
matically increase achievement

County,” said Mike Flanagan,
county superintendent. “Every-
one at Wayne RESA shares
responsibility with the local
school districts for the education
of the nearly half-million chil-
dren in the county. We need to
work together to identify new
ways to reach more students,
teachers and administrators and
truly impact learning.”
Applications for Operation
Achievement are available
online at www.resa.net or by

jects submitted for consideration
should demonstrate what impact
the project will have on student
achievement, maximize usé of
technology, demonstrate capaci-
ty building, link te the Michigan
Curriculum Framework and
must be completed by August 18,
2000. Preference will be given to
applications that reach the
largest potential audience, e.g.
all middle school science teach-
ers in Wayne County or all stu-
dents interested in advanced

.
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Senate passes bills to make ‘dangerous animals’ illegal

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
lott@h et

The sale and possession of
dangerous animals, including
wolf-dog crosses and other “large
carnivores” such as bears or
undomesticated cats, would be
illegal under a set of bills
approved by the Michigan Sen-
ate.

But critics were concerned
some family dogs might be con-
fused for wolf-dogs.

Members voted 33-2 on Senate
Bill 782, sponsored by Sen. Bill
Bullard (R-Highland), and 29-5
on Senate Bill 205, sponsored by
Sen. Leon Stille (R-Spring Lake),
outlawing the dangerous ani-
mals Thursday, Dec. 2.

Both bills would allow those

. who already own such exotic ani-

mals to keep their pets, but they

would be subject to a set of new
rules. Current owners would be
required to post their property to
warn passersby that a dangerous
animal is housed there, would
not be allowed to leash their ani-
mals unatftended in the yatd,
and would have get an annual

permit from local animal control

officers.

Both bills allow for destruction
of those animals if they harm a
human.

Sen. David Jaye (R-Macomb)
argued that both bills would
erode personal liberties, but he
was especially concerned about
the ban on wolf-dogs.

“You're going to condemn a lot
of innocent. people to lose their
pets, their loyal family dog, and
people with modest incomes will
not have enough money to con-
test the claims by others that

Judge denies motion
to stop deer hunting

BY TRAN LONGMOORE
HomeTown Communications
Network

Deer culls at Huron-Clinton
Metroparks went on as planned
recently. Dec. 3, Oakland County
Circuit Court Judge Barry
Howard denied a motion which
would have stopped upcoming
controlled deer hunts at Hudson
Mills and Stony Creek, and a
plan to use sharpshooters at
Kensington.

“Everything is going to happen
as planned, and as permitted by
state law,” said Steven Roach,
lawyer for the Huron-Clinton
Metropolitan Authority.

Judge Howard ruled that the
metroparks’ plans were in com-
pliance with state laws and that
the - overpopulation of deer
threatened vegetation, other
wildlife and drivers on nearby
roads.

“Judge Howard's ruling was
absolutely correct,” Roach said.

Nearly 600 deer in the three
parks will be trimmed bringing
the population down to desired
levels.

The lawsuit, which sought to
delay the deer hunts until fur-
ther studies were done, was filed
in Federal Court last Wednesday
by the Milford-based Metroparks
Deer Preservation Council and
California-based Animal Protec-
tion Institute. U.S. District
Court Judge Avern Cohn
referred the case to Oakland
County Circuit Court

Judy Brock, president of the
Metroparks Deer Preservation
Council, was disappointed by
Judge Howard's ruling.

“But during the suit, we've
won several small victories,”
Brock said.

Judge Howard has ordered the
parks to submit reports detailing
the number of deer killed. Since

deer.”

Firearms hunts will take place
at Stony Creek Dec. 17-19. A
controlled archery hunt took
place Dec. 10-11 at Hudson
Mills, At Kensington, park
rangers are currently training te
kill deer at night. The Kensing-
ton cull should take place some-
time in January.

Tran Longmoore can be
reached at
tlongmoore@homecomm.net

1Y

their dog is not a wolf-dog,” he
said.

“There is no seientific way. te
visually, medically, or any way
through DNA testing to identify

Cherry offered an amendment
to the bill to identify wolf dogs
that have all of four traits men-
tioned in the law. Previously, the
bill defined an animal as a wolf-

B ‘There is no scientific way to visually, medically, or
any way through DNA testing to identify what is a wolf
dog ... | wonder how many of you would think that the
Siberian husky Is or isn’t a wolf dog?’

what is a wolf dog ... I wonder

‘howsmany of you'would think

that the Siberian husky is or
isn't a wolf dog? What about an
Alaskan malamute?”

Sen. John Cherry (D:Clio)
noted that there are characteris-
tics which can be used to identify
wolf-dogs.

Sen. David-Jaye
R-Macomb

~ four traits. 3

“A wolf tracks in a straight
line,” he said. “Hardly any dogs

do that
straight?” Dogs’ tails are curled.

Is the tail curled or

dog if it possessed any one of the

“Every wolf-dog is a danger,”
he said, explaining why' their
sale should be outlawed.

Both bills now move to the
House for approval. ™

All local senators voted for the
measures.
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Stony Creek Park abuts homes,
park officials will now be
required to notify residents
when hunting is taking place, 36-Month Lease
Judge Howard also ordered that 3499 Due at Lease Sig
all meat from the dear culling Wor secutity deposit reguived trilidoe decurie daria | i i
will be donated to soup kitchens f ’ e Ve b g b ) % oMLY OO . Includes secunty deposit |
and shelters, ‘ o cetise B egetTats 2
“ Thé court will alsc maintain- - - - - 2 Sl S = - P < -
jurisdiction with regard to the
implementation of the ruling

According to Roach, this
means that either party can
come back to the court should
there be further dispute

Brock is also pleased because a
miember of her council has been
invited to sit on the Wildlife
Advisory Committee for the
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan
Authority

“So we've made some differ-
ence, and we'll continue to do
8o," Brock said
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Her council still disputes YOUR
metroparks’' deer counts which
show a need for a trim in popula-
tion. She also said there are
more humane ways to trim popu
lations, such as immuno contra

ception or sterilization

. But Dave Moilanen See your Chevrolet Deaker or go to www.chevroket.com/yearend tor more imntomanon
m spokesman for the parks, said |
’ i deer counts are about as accu ‘ ’ ’
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“We've explored the other
options and they just aren’t plau
sible,” Moilanen said. “Spotting,
catching and sterilizing one deer
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Nankin Mills.

i<

Workers at Ford Motar Co.'s
Sheldon Road Assembly Plant
donated $5,000 to the Friends of
Nankin Mills to help fund dis-
plays at the new center which
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opens next fall.

The contribution of the UAW
workers at the Sheldon Road
plant through their Sheldon
Plant Community Service Com-
mittee is the largest single con-
tribution made to the Friends of
Nankin Mills in its 10 year his-
tory. The donation was recog-
nized by the group and by
Wayne County Parks at their
annual holiday tree lighting on
Saturday, Dec. 4

Rodger Caldwell, president of
Local 845, accepted a certificate
in recognition of the donation. A
plaqué will also be on permanent
display inside the interpretive
center

Gift: Rodger Caldwell, president of UAW Local 845, accepts a certificate for a dona-
tion of $5,000 to the Sheldon Plant Community Service Committee. Attending were
(left to right) Carol Clements of Wayne County Parks, Denise Johnson, president of
Friends of Nankin Mills, Caldu_ell and Kathy Myers, vice president of Friends of

Workers at Sheldon Road Asserflbly
donate $5,000 to Nankin Mills fund

This is not the building’s first
connection with the Ford Motor
Co. Once a working grist mill
Henry Ford bought the building
in the 1920s to produce autc
parts for his Detroit assembly
plants. It was one of the Village
Industries he created along the
Rouge Rivershed

The Interpretive Center will
tell the Ford Story, along witl
those of the settlers and Nativi
Americans who lived+here, and of
the Rouge River that still influ
ences pur communities.

For information on the Inter
pretive Center, call Carol
Clements, Wayne County Parks
at (734) 261-1850.

Singers perform at LightFest

As the holiday season moves
into full swing, Wayne County
LightFest is bringing together
the sights and the sounds of the
season.

Every Wednesday evening at 8
p.m., area choirs will perform at
LightPest as part of the event's
“Light Up the Night with Song”
series. Choirs will offer songs to
celebrate the season at the War-
rendale site

“Light Up the Night with Song
Under the direction of Nin
Scott, this choir will sing nzmi
cal and contemporary holida
music.

The sixth .annual Wayne
County LightFest is located
along scenic Middle Rouge Park
way in Westland (enter at Mern
man Road and Hines Drive
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LightFest is open now through

On Wednesday, Dec. 22, the Dec. 30, 7-10 p.m., Wednesday
Renaissance Choir from Detroit's through Sunday. (Closed Mon
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