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COMMUNITY LIFE

Making a choice: At one
time, a child’s education
started with kinder-
garten, but these days
youngsters are getting
their first taste of educa-
tion at preschools. And
choosing the right one can
be a daunting task for
parents./B1

ENTERTAINMENT

Music: Singer Alberta
Adams: “Born With the
Blues.”/EX

Comedy: Men and
women are different, and
comedian Rob Becker,
_who makes “Defending
the Caveman” his busi-
ness, knows why./E1

REAL ESTATE

Lots of winners: Commer-
cial development provides
benefits for many people
in many ways./F1
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Social
studies

now part
of MEAP

B Fifth- and eight-graders will be
tested on social studies knowledge
for the first time. As with other
new tests, scores may be lower in
the first year, Plymouth-Canton

school officials believe.
BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF

WRITER
tbruscato@oe. homecomm.net

Plymouth-Canton fifth- and eighth-grade stu-
dents will find something new when they take
the state MEAP tests during the next three
weeks. :

A new social studies test has been added to go
along with science and writing.

“The purpose of social studies instruction is to
develop responsible citizens,” said Penny Joy,
curriculum coordinator for the district. “The
MEAP tests ask students about things they need
to know to be responsible citizens.”

Students will be asked both multiple choice
and short essay questions on history, civics, eco-
nomics and geography.

Joy said part of the test will include a section
on inquiry and decision making.

“Students will read data, and then rely on pre-
vious knowledge of social studies and a core
democratic value to take & position and defend
it,” she said: “The core democratic value has to
do with rights and privileges of Americans.
Something from the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the U.S. Constitution, or court findings,
for example.”

Plymouth-Canton administrators aren’t look-
ing for high test scores for the social studies sec-
tion this first year.

“Scores will pmbablg. | tfoﬂow.them*ﬂ ’
seen in the past,” said Joy. “When science first

came out, the scores weren't strong. But, they've
consistently gone up. It's not because we didn’t
know the material, but because we didn’t know
the format of the test.”

Verna Anible, director of instruction for Ply-
mouth-Canton, said it's been a two-year period

L —in-ehanging the social studies curriculum taught

Police officer’'s gambling violation dismissed, A3
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Five CENTS

Km to history: Dave Curtis of Canton
. has collected. Curtis has s

Ronni, pose in war-era garb.

started an “adopt-a-s

" A civil action

a[aows -oz some of the Civil
as opt-a-soldier” campaign to purchase war pen-
sion records that provide clues to early Canton residents. Below, Curtis and his wife,

STAFY PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
War memorabilia he

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER .
omm.net

Fighting governmental bureau-
Cracy is never easy.

Canton resident George Comer,

a war veteran, found out the hard

way. In trying to appeal a denied

pension increase, he wrote direct-

ly to a Washington, D.C., depart-

e

- War pension records provide
a glimpse into Canton history

ton, D.C., cost about $45 on aver- |

The records are valuable |
 because they're often full of per- "
/4 sonal information about the men.
N Births, deaths, marriages, places

. of residence and Civil War battle
M details are typical, Curtis said. ;
“This is probably the best I

method I'know to learn about the =

by teachers.

“It takes that amount of time to change a cur-
riculum, which has to be done from kindergarten
through 12th grade,” said Anible. “We're align-
ing our social studies curriculum to meet the
state guidelines, but there hasn’t been enough
time to make complete adjustments before the
MEAP test came out.”

' After students take.the new social studies
MEAP test, Anible said there will be constant

Please see MEAP, A2

A recent case, you ask? No, the
year was 1899 and George Comer
was a veteran of the Civil War.

Comer is just ane of 86 town-
ship soldiers who served the
Union during the nation’s bloodi-
est conflict from 1861-65.

‘$fe explained his difficulty in d ; 3
gettingtpAnnArborfnr‘nM? y aisito society
ing on the matter. He added that * has raised with the pro-:
a pension board brushed his case ‘gram, The society currently has
off after only a few minutes. complete pension records for 34

“I wish to say that I am dissat- of the 86 soldiers. =
isfied with the last examination 1t'll take several thousand
before-the-Ann Arber beard,”

Comer wrote. : It's through pension records, = Work, said Curtis.

His complaints, of course, fell guch asthComgex’s?etha: the %camon For $25, those wishing to adopt

on deaf ears. Historical Society is researching 2 Civil War soldier get 10 to 15

the men. Society member David
Curtis said lots of information
exists about the soldiers, but
acquiring it comes at a cost.
Complete pension files on each
soldier, which are stored at the
National Archives in Washing-

select pages of the pension file.
National Archives workers pick
which pages are sent.

“They do a pretty good job on
the whole,” Curtis said.

Once records come back, Curtis

Please see WAR, A3

Canton commute: A real bump and grind

BY LILLY EVANS
STAFF WRITER

If you've had vehicle damage from a

H POTHOLE WATCH

High school
location
draws flak

S A S R T S e
B SCHOOL BOND

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe homecomm.net

If there was any doubt before Tues-
day night's Plymouth-Canton school
board meeting where the new high
school will be constructed, there is no
more.

Despite calls by several teachers to
build the new high school near the two
existing buildings on what is known
as The Park, at Joy and Canton Cen-
ter roads, all §ix trustees who attend-
ed thé meeting said it's time to move
on and give the voters what was
promised in the March 1997 bond elec-

T Please see NIGH SCHOOL, A3
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Rough ride: David Kesling, assistant manager at the Ford Road
Discount Tire store, shows off two rims Tuesday that were bent
due to potholes~A stack of about 50 rims that have similar dam-

age is visible behind Kesling.

pothole in the past few weeks, you're
not alone.

The manager of Discount Tire on
Ford Road, Jeff Vonvoightlander, said
about half his business this time of
year is cars that come in with wheel
damage from potholes

“We see it all the time, it's unreal. A
lot of bent wheels, some we can
straighten out and some we have to
order new wheels for,” Vonvoightlander
said.

John Roach, Wayne County Depart-
ment of Public Services spokesman,
said the county road crews work daily
to improve the roads in Canton

“We have crews out daily that patch
less hazardous holes and we reserve
our pothole hotline for hazardous
holes. We send somebody out right
away for anything potentially damag
ing to vehicles,” Roach said

Roach. said out of 150 county vehi
cles, 15 to 20 are

n Canton daily
repairing roads, int

luding general

repairs, smoothing out ruts and sand-
ing icy gravel roads. The crews often go
over the roads several times a season
as the need for repairs reappear

Roach said Canton is average when
it comes to potholes

“Canton is on par with other commu-
nities that have had roads fixed and
have roads that need to be repaired,”
Roach said

Canton’s worst road problem isn’t
potholes, Roach said. It is the need to
widen roads to loosen up the traffic
congestion, which can be is a more
costly problem since it costs five times
more to widen a road then resurface it,
he added

Wayne County

cate out of 267

service records indi-
Canton general service
calls the Wavne County road crew hot-
line received since January 1998, 79 of
them were concerning potholes
Vonvoightlander said proper tire

Please see POTHOLES, A4

Postal Service to close Harvard Square branch

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe homecomm.net

Canton residents hoping to mail a
package at the U.8. Postal Service’s
Sheldon Road facility will be out-of
luck after tomorrow

The branch will close its doors for
good at 5 p.m. According to
spokeswoman Diane Pritchard, the
closing was originally planned for last

- month.

“We made a decision to keep it open
through the holidays as a courtesy to
our customers,” she added

Located in the North Harvard
Square just north of Ford Read, the
facility first opened in 1983. Its days
became gumbered when the township's
first official post office opened last
September on Canton Center Road

“We opened it with the idea that the
Sheldon facility would close,” Pritchard
commented. “There is no budget to sup

— PUSBSSNS ——

port it.”

Canton residents aren't thrilled with
the move, however

“I've grown use to this loc ation,”
Tad Kajder, “so it will be somewhat of

sand

an inconvenience.”

Chris Johnson just moved to the
township a few months ago. He didnt
like the idea of driving farther for ser
vice

“It will be inconvenient,”
said

Johnson

hamrs Lince. a St. Clair Shores resi

dent who works in Canton, ag

being entirely familiar with the town
ship, she said shell probably wait until
gshe gets home to do her business from
Now on

“‘It's too far off the beaten track,”
Lince said of the new post office
Besides economics, Pritchard said it

didn’t make sense logistically to keep

Please sce BRANCH CLOSING, A4
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LINCOLN
lsey Lincoln, 10, delivers

18 Canton Observer in the Red-
ford Villa subdivision. She has
been delivering the Observer
since December 1997.

The Eriksson Elementary
School fifth-grader’s favorite
subjects are writing and read-
ing. Her hobbies include swim-
ming for Marlin Aquatic of
Michigan, collecting rocks and
Beanie Babies, and riding her
bike. She achieved a YMCA
zoneé cut in the 50-yard breast-
stroke, she was selected as a
peer mediator, she has achieved
stgte times in both the YMCA
and USS swimming, she will
also be going to France in an
exchange program this year.

Kelsey wants to continue to
swim and have a possible schol-
arship for college. She would
like to become an ornithologist.

Meeting people is what Kelsey
enjoys most about her route.

If you want to be a Canton
QObserver carrier, please call
$91-0800. .
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Observer Newsroom E-Mail

» Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to the editor
or make general comments to any member of our news staff through E-Mail
via the Internet at the following address:

newsroom@oeonline.com.

Homeline: 734-953-2020

2 Open houses and new developments in your area
¥ Free real estate seminar information.
¥ Current mortgage rates.

Classified After Hours: 734-591-0900

» Place classified ads at your convenience.

# 1f you have a question-about home delivery
or if you did not receive your paper, please
call one of our customer service
representatives during the following hours
Sunday: 8 a.m - Noon
Monday through Friday:

8:30 a.m. ~ 5:30 pm.

O&E On-Line
» You can access On-Line with just
about any communications software
~ PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:
* Send and receive unlimited e-mail.
* Access all features of the Internet ~ Telnet,
Gopher, WWW and more.
* Read electronic editions of the the
Observer & Eccentric newspapers.
» Chat with users across town or across the
country.

On-Line Hotline: 734-953-2266_ :
» if you need help, call the On-Line Hotline at the number above
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High school ,....... Stressing positive
is key to MEAP

tion.

“It was very clear what the
proposition was in every piece of
literature that went out,” said
trustee Judy Mardigian, who led
the building level campaigns for
the bond proposal. “My concern
is that next time we need to have
a bond for buses ... if we change
what we're gong to do, are the
voters going to approve buses for
us?”

“We cannot continue to bicker
publicly or privately about this
issue,” added trustee Roland
Thomas. “Iret’s build the best
facility for children and their
education, regardless of where it
is.”

“We need to get on with this,”
added Mike Maloney, school
board president. “We need to
work together to come up with
the best facility we can for chil-
dren.”

The chairwoman of the steer-
ing committee which conducted
public forums before the bond
vote made it well-known she
would only support the school if
it's kept at Beck and Joy.

“If the school board changes
what we told the voters, I will be
the first one to make a public
fuss that the Plymouth-Canton
school district has not honored
the wishes of this community

and the people that voted,” said
Susan Kopinski of Canton, in a
prépared letter to the school
board. 7

English teacher Cyndi Burn-
stein, science instructor Harry
Greanya and parent JoAnn
Lamar tried to convince the
board that quality, equity and
flexibility of education would be
affected if a third high school is
built away from the present high
schools.

“I don’t see any reason why
equity of program can’t be pro-
vided at Joy and Beck,” added
John Filios, a steering commit-
tee member. “In our discussions,
people did not want their stu-
dents immediately adjacent to
the other two.”

And if the new school isn't con-
structed at Joy and Beck, it may
be stuck in litigation for a long
time, according to one attorney
who addressed the board.

“If you go back on your
promise to the electorate and
change the location, I think
we're not ever going to have a
new high school;” said Mark
Slavens of Canton. “As little
validity as the lawsuit that’s
going through the courts now
has, I think you've got some real
problems with breach of con-
tract.”
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe. homecomm.net

Students in the Plymouth-
Canton school district have
begun the Michigan Educational
Assessment Program (MEAP)
tests.

Fourth- and seventh-grade
students are taking the reading
and math MEAP tests. Fifth-
and eighth-graders have a new
social studies test to go along
with science and writing.

Testing began this wgek, and
will continue through the week
of Feb. 16, Each elementary and
middle school building in the dis-
trict is allowed to set up a sched-
ule for the tests during the
three-week window given by the
state,

“When you look at our scores,
they are going up,” said Verna
Anible, director of instruction.
“We get some fluctuations, like
the stock market. But if you
look at the trend over time, the
scores are going up.

“What you don't want to do is
panic and react to a slight drop,
or assume everything is fine

M ‘Iif you look at the

trend over time, the

scores are going up.’
Verna Anible

-airector of instruction

when they go up,” she added.
“We just have to keep working
on curriculum and strengthening
it over time.”

Anible is offering a few tips for
parents as they help students
prepare for the tests.

On top of the list is making
sure students get a good night's
rest and have a well-balanced
breakfast.

In order to ease the anxieties
about taking the MEAP tests,
Anible suggests reassuring and
encouraging children, while
expressing conlidence in their
ability.

And, above all, tell them not to
worry about the tests, but just do
their best,

Parents who have questions or
want more information about
MEAP testing should contact
their child’s school.

M EAP from page Al

modification of the curriculum
to help meet the MEAP objec-
tives.

“I think the new test will be
good because social studies is
such an important part in devel-
oping good citizens,” said Anible.

Sarah Yentz, a social studies
teacher at Pioneer Middle
School, sees social studies get-
ting more attention as a result
of the MEAP tests. :

“I've always pushed eco-
nomice, but it’s not something
that is found in all Michigan
textbooks,” said Yentz. “Howey-

er, it soon will be because of the
MEAP." :

Yentz is also concerned about
the low scores that are expected
the first time around, but is con-
fident they will go up in time.

She also shares another
thought.

“The new social studies test
will mean three MEAP tests for
students in the eighth grade,”
said Yentz. “By the time they've
suffered through three MEAP
tests in three weeks, they are
pretty much burned out.”

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
2184 Telegraph
(248) 334-0566

ADULTS WANTED

* No Musical Background Needed
*No Tedious Finger Excercises
* No Instrument Required

You'll learn in small groups with other people just like yourself.
By the end of the first session, you're making music!

Class sizes are limited.
Call us today, you'll be happy that you did.

EV@Lfl MUSIC

UTICA
48800 Van Dyke
(810) 726-6570

Classes also available in St. Clair Shores and Warren.

10 Week Beginner

CANTON
7170 N. Haggerty
(734) 455-4677
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| FINAL WEEKEND: | =
Winter Clearance Sale

107-50" OFF

Every Piece of Furniture!
. Solid Wood, Upholstered, Amish Made..,

¥ ALL on.sle! |

5206 Plymouth Road
1% miles east of US-23
Just East of Ann Arbor | |
(734) 663-5558

Monday thru Saturday 10-6
Friday until 8, Sunday 11-8
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Inventive fellow: Peter Siarke
plows his driveway on Ford
Road in Canton Monday with
a homemade snowplow that he
fashioned from 2-by-4s. Siarke,
an architect who refers to him-
self as a “Polish Inventor,” is
always looking for an easier
way to do things and to save a
buck, according to Joyce Craw-
ford, his wife. Siarke has also
made good use this winter of a
homemade roof rake to clear
snow from his roof. He created
the rake by attaching a piece of
wood to the end of a hoe and
then duct-taped the handle of
the hoe to an extension pole.
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Gambling tickets dropped
officer could face discipline

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFY WRITER

Loitering charges against a
veteran Canton police officer
have been dropped.

According to Royal Oak police
Chief Mel Johnson, misde-
meanor citations against all 369
people ticketed Jan. 17 at the
Royal Oak Music Theatre for
gambling on football were dis-
missed late Tuesday afternobn.

An investigation of the inci-
dent isn’t over, he added.

“We wanted to focus our
resources on the people that
threw the party and the actual
gamblers,” Johnson said.

Dismissing the charges also
avoided any possible double jeop-
ardy claims if felony charges are
filed later, he said.

“It turned out to be a more
complex investigation than we
thought it would be,” Johnson
added.

The Canton officer, who has
more than a decade with the
department, eould still face
charges, he said.

Royal Oak police and the

Valentine events set for Canton

Grab your little Valentine and
dance the night away at the
daddy/daughter or the
mother/son Valentine dances in
Canton.

Summit on the Park is spon-
soring a daddy/daughter dance
(daughter, granddaughter,

B ‘it turned out to be a more complex G
tion than we thought it would be. We wanted to -
focus our resources on the people that threw the
party and the actual gamblers.’

e
9-:':
b4

Mel Johruob
~Royal Oak police c!g g

South Oakland Narcotics Intelli-
gence Consortium (SONIC) are
currently investigating the inci-
dent. Johnson gave no timeline

_.as to any further charges being

filed.

A series of tips to Farmington
Hills police led to a raid of the
music theater. Officers from
Royal Oak, Farmington Hills
and Oakland County Sheriff
departments carried out the
raid, which resulted in 13
arrests and more 300 tickets
being issued.

In all, police seized more than
$221,000 in cash in the betting
operation that involved football
cards. People bet $500 on a
square with $100,000 payoffs,
police said.

Those ticketed were cited for

B Mother/son and
daddy/daughter
dances are scheduled
for Feb. 6, 12 and 13.

more information, call (734)

niece, family friend) from 7-9 397-5110.

/

— Patterson

B “Rainbow Six” — Clancy

8@ “The Most Wanted” -
Mitchard

B “The Vampire Armand” -
Rice

® “A Cat Under the Mistletoe™
— Adamson

Did You Know?

B Friday, Jan. 29, is Fun at
Work Day? Plan an activity that
will result in fun and laughter at
your work environment.

8 The Beatles' last public
appearance was 30 years ago on
Jan. 30, 1969? The show took
place on the roof of their Apple
Studios in London, England, but
was interrupted by police after
they received complaints from
the neighbors about the noise.

8 February is Library Lovers
Month? A monthlong celebration
of school, public and private
libraries of all types, and a time
for everyone to recognize the
value of libraries and to work to
assure that the nation’s libraries
will continue to serve

B Approximately 2.5 million
weddings are celebrated in the
U.S. each year?

Heard any good books late-
1y?

Here are some new talking
books available at the Canton
Public Library:

B “When the Wind Blows”

Q: How did the pig come to
symbolize the act of saving"
money?

A: During the Middle Ages,
mined metal was scarce, expen-
give and rarely used in manufac-
turing of household utensils.
More abundant and economical
throughout Western Europe was
a type of dense, orange clay
known as “pygg.” It was used in
making dishes, cups, pots and
jars. Frugal people saved cash in
kitchen pots and jars. A “pygg
jar” was not yet shaped like a
pig, but the name persisted. By
the 18th century in England,
pygg jar had become pig jar or
pig bank. Potters simply cast the
bank in the shape of its common
name.

The source for this informa-
tion is “Extraordinary Origins of
Everyday Things” by Charles
Panati

Web Watch

Check out these new Web
sites:

B http/fwww.ofcs.org

B http://www.netradio.net

B http//iwww.mayors.org

"

CiVil war from page Al

transcribes them. He said it's
necessary because of terminology
used

“They use abbreviations that
the average person may not
know,” said Curtis “GSW is
commaon. It means ‘gunshot
wound.' "

Copies then go to the adopting
person and the historical society
People from as far away as Cali
fornia have adopted soldiers,
Curtis said

“It's tax-deductible,” he said of
the adoption

Such complete records of pen-
sions were kept because of their
importance to the veterans and
in many cases, their widows

Size of the pension varied
greatly from case to case, Curtis
said. Some veterans received as
little as $6 per month while oth-

ers got as much as $60
“In a lot of the dagguments
they're really fighti 0 get the

pension,” Curtis said

The money was sometimes a
sole means of survival for wid
ows, he added

“I found that when a soldier
died.” Curtis said, *within two
weeks the widow was applying
for a pension. It must have been
very important to them.”

Widows often enlisted the help
of their husband's commanding
officer to get the pension

Clara E. Bartlett, 23 years old
in 1864, had Michigan infantry
24th regiment Capt. John With
erspoon write on her behalf

“I1 John Witherspoon, on honor
certify that 1 was personally
acquainted with deceased Corp
John A. Bartlett of my Company
‘C’. 24th Michigan, Volunteers
and that he came to his death as
follows

“While his Company and Regi
ment were engaging the enemy
in the Wilderness, Virginia, on

http/fwww.companysleuth.com
- BER
http://www.netmechanic.com

Top novels of the 20th cen-
tury

Here are some selections from
the list that are available at the
Canton Public Library:

® “In Our Time” by Ernest
Hemingway

B. Toklas™ by Gertrude Stein

B “The Maltese Falcon” by
Dashiell Hammett

B “The Wide Sargasso Sea” by
Jean Rhys

B “The Naked and the Dead”
by Norman Mailer :

Hot topic of the week

Tuesday, Feb. 2, marks
Groundhog Day. An old belief
that if the sun shines or if the
groundhog (Punxsutawney Phil)
sees his shadow when he
emerges on this day, six weeks
of winter will ensue. Tradition is
said to have been established by
early German settlers. The offi-
cial trek, which began in 1887, is
followed by a weather prediction
for the next six weeks. (Phil
made his dramatic film debut
with Bill Murray in “Groundhog
Day.”)

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The lLibrary is at
1200 S. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro
grams and services, call 397
0999

the 5th day of May 1864, the
deceased received a musket ball
in his body. He fell into the
hands of the enemy, and died in
the Wilderness, Virginia, May
9th, 1864, of wounds.”

Finding such information
about the Civil War veterans
takes a lot of patience. But
been a part of Curtis’ life since
the early 1980s

Doing this type of painstaking

its

research made history “come
for him. he said. Along the
}

discovered that

alive
way, Curtis
al

three great-great-grandlathers

fought in the Civil War

The longtime Canton resident
thinks school children might get
more out of history if it Was
made more relevant to ti

“I think they should try to
bring it down to a personal
level.” he added. “I think it
would be more interesting for
students.”

Jm. 1 y S E ia y F 5 oy =
p.m. Friday and Saturday, Fe St. Thomas a’ Becket athletic

12-13, at Summit on the Park.
Music and refreshments will be
provided and a keepsake photo
will be available at an addition-
al cost. Advanced tickets sales
are now through Feb. 5 at Sum-
mit on the Park. Tickets will
not be ayailable at the door. The
fee will be $13 per couple and $7
for each additional child. For

committee will be sponsoring a
son/mother dance and the Can-
ton K of C will be sponsoring
their 8th annual daddy/daugh-
ter dance.

The daddy/daughter dance, for
valentines from 3-13 years old,
will be 7-9 p.m. on Friday, Feb.
12. There will be music, refresh-

frequenting a place of illegal
gambling. The misdemeanor caf-
ried a $500 fine and/or 90 ddys -
in jail. &
Canton police’s internal inves”
tigation of its officer is expected”
to wrap up by tomorrow or early
next week, Public Safety Diree:
tor John Santomauro said. :
“It’s still possible that there
may have been a violation of our
rules and regulations,” he said ifi
regards to the misdemeanor
charge being dropped. .
Santomauro doesn't believe
any further criminal action wilf
be taken against his officer. . _
“He wasn’t involved with any
of the gambling,” he said. ;
Results of the internal investi-
gation will be made public, San-+
tomauro added. p

-

-

ments, a corsage, and a special. !
gift. Admission is $12 a couple.
or $15 if dad has two dates. ,

The mother/son (or grandmas, :
godmothers, aunts, etc.) dance
will be from 7-9 p.m. Saturdaw;.-
Feb. 6. There will be corsage§™
refreshments, a D.J. and keef%
sake photos. Admission is $7. 5 -5

Both church dances will bggs
held at St. Thomas a’ Becket ap =
Lilley south of Cherry HiNC-

Roads and are not limited 2
church members. For mop.q

information on the mother/sapag
dance call For information

the daddy/daughter dance, ci
(734) 397-1359. v

i
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Central principal is ‘Boss of the Year finalist

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscatp@oe homecomm.net

Teachers and staff at Central
Middle School know principal
Barbara Church is Boss of the
Year.
+Now, they're hoping their
offorts will result in the official
title as winner of the Boss of the
Year Contest sponsored by WJR
radio.

Church, of Canton, was select-

ed as one of 20 finalists for the
honor after her staff sent in a
nominating letter.
‘“We have a great staff here,
and the letter they wrote was
iust wonderful,” said Church. “It
certainly will keep me going for
v few more years.”

“I've never had a boss I've
respected more,” said social
studies teacher Linda Hahn,
who spearheaded the effort.
“She is so fair and gives us a
chance to grow. That's rare.”

Hahn said she wanted to nom-
inate Church last year for the
award, but time just slipped
away before the deadline. But
this year, Hahn made sure she
carried through.

“I talked with other teachers
and we couldn’t think of anyone
who deserved it more,” she said.

Being-one of the 20 finalists,
Church and her husband will
spend the first weekend in
February at Garland Resort in
Lewiston, Mich. WJR morning
show host Paul W. Smith will

interview the 20 finalists on Sat-
urday, Feb. 6, and then choose a
winner.

In order to win, Church need-
ed to call WJR within 20 min-
utes of her name being
announced on the radio. So, the

staff had to tell her about the

surprise.

“When my name Wwas
announced Thursday morning, 1
had people from all over the
community calhng me to make
sure I called in,” said Church.

Hahn was one of those listen-
ing, keeping a radio on in class.

“When 1 heard her name I let
out a scream,” she said. “We're
all so excited. All bosses should
be like Barb.”

Excerpts from the letter sent
by the staff at Central Middle
School to WJR Radio, nominat-
ing principal Barbara Church
for Boss of the Year:

8 Barb is dedicated, hard
working, organized, efficient,
very capable, understanding,
kind and inspires almost fanat-
ical.loyalty in people who work
with her. She is truly a won-
| derful teacher of teachers,
motivator, problem solver,
communicator and friend.

B Barbara Church has a
wonderful talent for making all
staff members, students, and
parents feel that they are an
important element in the sue-

cess of our school. She is
always calm and acts as if your
business is the most important
thing on her agenda at the
time.

W Barb is able to recognize
each person’s strengths and see
that they are channeled where
they are of most use to our
school. She helps us to
strengthen any personal weak-
ness. She also recognizes her
own strengths and weakness-
es...

. B We feel empowered as a
staff, because Barb generally
lets us talk over any concerns

and come to joint decisions as’

to how the problem can be

solved.

l Why our principal is best ...
]

M Since Barbara Church has
been at the helm of our school,
discipline problems have
diminished considerably. She
is quick to support any ideas
that will stimulate a better
learning and living environ-
ment for the total growth and
development of students and
staff, and will do everything in
her power to find. funding for
such activities.

W Barb's secretary summed
up everyone’s feelings by say-
ing, “I have never worked for
Barb, I work with her.”
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Nominee: Central Middle School prmczpal Barbara Church (center) poses with
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dings and Candace Bean.
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the Sheldon Road branch open.

A full-service U.S. Postal Ser-
vice contract facility exists in
the Meijer store, she said. It's
less than a mile away from the
old site, Pritchard added.

The new building, which is
just north of Cherry Hill Road
on Canton Center, is expanding
its hours in response toithe clos-
ing

The lobby will now be open
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through  Saturday, said
Pritchard. Customers will have
access to post office boxes as

well as vending machines that
sell stamps, she added.

Full service hours will be from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays.

Pritchard said operat.ions have
gone smoothly since the new
post office’s opening. When Can-
ton Center road work is com-
plete, she said the post office
will have a left hand turn lane
and a possible light.

“The county is doing a good
job under the circumstances,”
Pritchard said. “We were very

Potholes /.. ...

pleased they had our driveways
open before Christmas.”

Opening the new Canton post
office was a long and difficult
process.

Pritchard said it took the bet-
ter part of a decade of lobbying
and hard work to get it built.
Township residents were ser-
viced by the Westland post office
prior to its opening.

“It’s a beautiful state-of- the
art facility,” Pritchard said.
think the people of Canton like
having their own post office.”

inflation can help to reduce
impact but many times the dam-
age is unavoidable.

However, Vonvoightlander
said he thinks small cars are
more vulnerable to damage then,
for example, a sport utility vehi-
cle that has a taller side wall on

the tire. He added that steel and
aluminum wheels are both sus-
ceptible to damage.

Potholes usually appear on
older roads when the pavement
has gotten weak during the win-
ter when snow and rain gets
under the road. When it freezes

WSDP to air Feb. 4 speech

WSD
speech by br. WrHard Daggett, a
nationally renowned speaker on
educational reform, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 4. Daggett will
be speaking at the Canton High
School Little Theater.

Daggett is president of the
International Center for Leader-
ship in Education. He is known

M, will air a

Tor his work to move the educa-
tion system toward more rigor-
ous and relevant skills and
knowledge for all students. He
has held teaching and adminis-
trative posts at the secondary,
two-year college, four-year liber-
al arts college and university
levels, as well as various man-
agement positions in the New

the water expands and pushes
up on the pavement, then a
warming trend comes and road
gives in, explained Roach.

If you would like to report a
hazardous pothole in Wayne

County, call (888) ROAD-CREW. ~

on education

York State Education Depart-
_ment. By el

The 7:30 p.m. speech is open to
the public and is titled “The
Changing Nature of the Ameri-
can Workplace.” For more infor-
mation on Daggett's appearance,
call Betty Bloch at 416-4903.

ummm
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Local communities get set
to tackle stormwater runoff

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER
kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.net

Qut of the 43 communities in
the Rouge River watershed, at
least 24 are expected to apply for
“voluntary” stormwater permits
from the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality.

The communities have until
Jan. 31 to apply for the permits
to tackle the problems of
stormwater runoff into the
Rouge River. Wayne County
communities that have applied
include €anton, Garden City,
Livonia, Plymouth Township,
Redford and Westland.

The deadline is about two
years ahead of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency require-
ments, but the permit process
also allows communities the
opportunity to help write the
rules. Communities have an
option to opt out of the permit if
the EPA guidelines are more
stringent than permit guide-
lines.

Cathy Bean, MDEQ’s coordi-
nator of the Rouge River remedi-
al action plan, expects to review
the permits and give approval by
late spring.

“The permits include storm
sewer maps, a public education
plan and illicit connection plans,
which includes an intention to
eliminate illicit connections,”
Bean said.

Local and county officials do
not know what the stormwater
program will cost, but communi-
ties will be eligible for $3.5 mil-
lion in grant money from the
Rouge Program Office from April
1999 to March 2001 for illicit
discharge elimination, public

\
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education, public participation
plan and subwatershed plan. A
second phase calls for $6 million
in funding for pollution preven-
tion initiatives and implementa-
tion of subwatershed plans from
April 2000 to December 2002.
Funds in both phases are subject
to a local match.,

Bill McCracken, permits chief
of the surface water quality divi-
sion for the Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, told the com-
mittee he thought those num-
bers of permit applicants repre-
sented “real progress.”

“It will be easier for us if we
get more of these in,” McCrack-
en said.

Tom Casari, engineer with
Canton Township, said that
community applied for the per-
mit for a simple reason.

“Clean water is a concern,”
Casari said. “The township has
done a lot in the past in preserv-
ing open spaces. With our level
of development, we have to be
concerned with stormwater qual-
ity.” The permit allows the town-
ship to “control our own des-

S

B

tiny,” Casari said.

“It was the right thing to do,”
said Richard Dittmar, director of
public services in Westland.

Jack Barnes, Garden City
director of public services, said
that community’s leaders saw
the advantage of getting a jump
on the Phase II requirements.

“Getting some federal grant
money will help us,” Barnes
said, “That (permit) will be
required a couple of years down
the pipe.”

In 1997, U.8. District Judge
John Feikens told officials he
may issue a show cause order
calling for a watershed-wide
authority to oversee the Rouge
project. That proposal remains a
concern for some communities.

Jim Anulewicz, director of
public service in Plymouth
Township, told a committee
appointed by Feikens that he
was concerned about an authori-
ty's oversight of the communi-
ties. “There is not a compelling
reason to create something with

Please see RUNOFF, A7

Feikens to hear progress: -
on Rouge water quality

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER
kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.net

Is it enough?

City, township and county offi-
cials all will be asking whether
stormwater permit applications
and plans to tackle water quali-
ty problems in the Rouge River
will be sufficient for U.S. Dis-
trict Judge John Feikens.

Feikens will listen Feb. 4 to
progress reports and activities
from the Rouge Program Office,
Wayne, Oakland and Washte-
naw counties and the Michigan
Department of Environmental
Quality and others.

In 1997, Feikens threatened to
issue a show cause order which
would have called for a water-
shed-wide authority to oversee
the project. Feikens instead
granted a 14-month extension
{(which ends Sunday) for 43
watershed communities to out-
line progress. Feikens also
appointed a Rouge River water-
shed planning and coordinating
committee, chaired by court

monitor Jonathan Bulkley, a
University of Michigan professor
and engineer.

On Jan. 19, Jim Murray,
director of Wayne County’s
Department of Environment,
gave other committee members
an outline of a report he hoped
to give to Feikens, showing
progress in the following areas:

B Commitments to clean the
river by agencies and communi-
ties in applying for the MDEQ
stormwater general permit;

M Seven subwatershed areas
with communities agreeing to
subwatershed boundaries;

B A geographic information
system “pilot project” to examine
data and sharing it to support a
watershed-wide GIS, which was
proposed by Feikens in 1997,

@ Closer coordination of activi-
ties between the Rouge River
Advisory Council, an advisory
group including citizens, repre-
sentatives of industry, state and
county governments, and the
Rouge Program Office, which is
responsible for the distribution

2

s
of grant money and collect§
water quality information an
other reports;

B Development of proposals
for common ordinances and
guidelines among three countieg
in the watershed for stormwatef
facilities and maintenance of on=
site sewage disposal systems;
including inspection require-
ments and construction codes fom
septic tanks;

B Cooperation among local
governments leading to arrange-
ments for watershed protection;

B Examination of related
national and state water quality
programs;

B Availability of future Rouge
grant funds;

B Agreement between commu-
nities and the MDEQ on moni-
toring needs for the Rouge
River.

Murray also told the court
committee the state needed to be
involved with monitoring, evalu-
ating and analyzing.

Please see QUALITY, A7
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|Public hearing to focus on state environment
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BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
[ STAFF WRITER
kabr fh." h net

If you have any concerns with
state environmental laws and
policies, the Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality wants to hear
from you as it launches its annu-
al round of statewide public
hearings in Livonia on Feb. 23.

Russell Harding, DEQ’s direc-
tor, and leaders of the depart-

Madonna
will host
open house

Madonna University in Livo-
nia is holding an open house for
prospective students 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, March 20, in the
Take 5 Lounge on campus.

Those attending will tour the
campus, meet with faculty, staff
and students, and learn more
about the more than 50 career-
oriented programs offered dur-
ing the day, evenings and week-
ends. Information on financial
aid and scholarships will be
available and transfer students
are encouraged to bring their
transcripts. Refreshments will
be provided.

Madonna University offers
day and evening classes and a
variety of alternative course
delivery system, students are
able to fit college into their busy
lives. For information, call
Madonna University’s Admis-
sions Office at (734) 432-5339 or
e-mail: muinfo@smtp.munet.
edu

Quality

from page A5

Phil Sanzika, of the Oakland

County Drain Commissioner’s
office, said the court has helped
facilitate the program, but the
involvement of the court “is not
as needed as it has been in the
past.”

Gary Fujita, assistant director
of the Detroit Water and Sewer-
age Department’s waste water
__operations, said Detroit will no

Under a separate program
Detroit must deal with com-
bined sewer overflows which
combine storm and sanitary
gsewers and empty into the
Rouge after a rainstorm. Reten-
tion basins have been built in
Detroit, but more are needed.
“We are not aware of separate
stormwater discharges,” Fujita
said.
Paul Tate, executive director
of the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments, said he
was “amazed” at the way com-
munities worked together with-
out a supervising body.
Peter Swenson, a representa-
| tive of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency on the commit-
tee, said the EPA would exam-

see if holes needed to be filled.”

Runoff

from page A5

the authority that may not be

necessary.”
Kurt Heise, administrative
assistant in Dearborn Heights,

which is part of a subwatershed
group with Garden City and
Westland and part—ol Livonia,
wondered why Dearborn
Heights spent millions to con

Al
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trol its combined sewer over
flows. yet Detroit did not control
its share of combined sanitary
and storm sewers that empty
into the Rouge Now Dearborn
Heights must apply for the
stormwater permit, but Detroit
is not required, Heise pointed
out

McCracken said Detroit has

gtormwater

few" dis
“There 18 ho

to apply) at

-‘n‘,r"
charges
requirement ‘
point, but we expect it will be
required in Phase [1."” McCrack
en said

“Based on
from the judge, I think it is a
wise thing to apply. We want
people to monitor their coverage
in permits. We think it's a good
deal for everyone.”

legal

this

what we heard

v

file for the stormwater permit.

ine the permit applications “to

ment's nine divisions will visit
Kresge Hall at Madonna Univer-
sity, 36300 Schooleraft, to share
information and solicit com-
ments from the public on envi-
ronmental matters.

In a prepared statement,
Harding said addressing today’s
environmental challenges
“demands an active, informed
citizenry.”

“We found that many of our
greatest achievements come

about when the public and pri-
vate sectors join forces,” Harding
said. “Government does not have
all of the answers.

“That’s why it is important for
the DEQ management team to
gauge the practical impacts of
Michigan’s environmental poli-
cies. And the best way is for us
to get out into the communities
and let residents express their
views firs "

The forum will be divided into

DUTERWEA

two parts. The department’s top
decision makers will be available
4-6 p.m. for informal one-on-one
discussions with interested resi-
dents. From 6-7 p.m., the depart-
ment will conduct a formal mees-
ing at which residents can offer
questions or comments to the
entire DEQ management team.
Among those attending will be
the leaders of the DEQ’s nine
divisions, including air quality,
drinking water and radiological

™

protection, environmental assis-

“tance, environmental response,

geological survey, land and
water management, surface
water quality, storage tank and
waste management.

Many western Wayne County
residents already deal with the
DEQ out of its Livonia district
office on Seven Mile just west of
1-275, so many DEQ officials
from that office also will be in
attendance.

laws

Ken Silfven, DEQ spokesman,
said the department encourages
citizen input.

“Many policies are made in
Lansing, and sometimes we need
to get out of town and get feed-
back to see how they're work-
ing,” Silfven said.

Residents also can obtain
information on the DEQ and
reports from its Web site at
www.deq.state.mi.us.
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Variety marks S’craft’s community classes

> Schoolcraft College Communi-
Education Services offéys a
riety of classes to beat the
inter blahs. CES class offering
clude:
«5 B Introduction to Feng Shui:
Ein four-week class examines
Me ancient practice of energy
Walancing in the physical space
4t which we live, thereby remov-
:gg blocks in our life conditions.
K begins at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb.
‘& Feeis $65.
W Private Pilot Ground School:
“Fhis 12-week class is a basic avi-
-ation ground school where par-
bicipants learn the necessary
‘Rnowledge and skills needed by
‘private pilots in operations, pro-
-¢gedures and regulations. It
-meets Tuesdays and Thursdays,
-bBeginning Feb. 2, and the fee is

705 T
E:,".&éft Standards-Con-
-§tructie -2“ ‘ohe-day seminar

8 !,&_ X

' es &n © of the his-
‘sory and evolution of the IS0
9000 Quality Standard and how
+it applies to the construction
industry. It meets 8 a.m. to
- n.gon Wednesday, Feb. 3. Fee is
5.
‘o M Leaseés and Lease Clauses:
This onesday seminar provides
information on everything land-

lords need to know to protect
their property with effective,
legal and thorough lease clauses.
The class meets 6-10 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 3. Fee is $50.

® Entrepreneurship: Do I
Have What It Takes to Make it
Big? An in-class examination of
personality, lifestyle and perse-
verance will help potential
entrepreneurs learn what it
takes to start their own busi-
ness. This one-day seminar
meets at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 8. Fee is $39.

B Effective Page Layout Using
PageMaker: This eight-week
class examines the concepts of
visual communication for promo-
tional materials such  as
brochures and flyers using Page-
Maker 6.5. The class meet at 8
p.m. beginning Thursday, Feb.
4, for $162.

W Sports Safety Training:
Aimed at nurses, this course pre-
sents basic first aid skills for
athletic injuries and sports-
related injury-prevention tech-
niques. The one-day class meets
at 9 a.m. Friday, Feb. 5, for $83.

B Airplane Instrument
Ground School: This 12-week
class prepares students to take
the Federal Aviation Adminis-

eep your money

tration Instrument written
examination. Students must
hold a current Private Pilot Rat-
ing. The class begins at 9 a.m.
Saturday, Feb. 6. The fee is
$170. ‘

B Think Trim: In this alterna-
tive to dieting, participants learn
to develop a moderate approach
to eating, and exercise and
acquire skills to stay motivated
for a lifetime. The one-day ses-
sion meets at 9 a.m. Saturday,
Feb. 6. for $57.

For information on these or
other CES classes, call 734-462-
4448.

Go to the Registration Center
in the McDowell Center between
9 a.m. and 7 p.m. Monday, Tues-
day or Wednesday, Feb. 1- 3, to
register for classes.

Other events at Schoolcraft
include: :

B Middle School College
Night: Ten colleges, including
Schooleraft, will present infor-
mation on their programs and
courses of study for eighth
graders and their parents. The
public can drop into Room 200 of
the McDowell Center any time
between 4-8 p.m.

B Women's and Men's Basket-
ball Games — Watch the nation-

ally ranked men’s team play at
7:30 p.m. or cheer on the
women’s team at 5:30 p.m. 3

M Grazing Night: Enjoy a vari-
ety of dishes prepared by stu-
dents in the nationally known
culinary arts department, min-
gle in the culinary arts kitchen
and meet Master Chef Jeffrey
Gabriel. The munching begins
at 6:30 p.m., and the cost is $15
per person. Call (734) 462-4423
for reservations,

8 Red Cross Bloodmobile:
Help alleviate a national blood
gshortage by donating blood in
the Waterman Center from 7:30
a.m. until 7:30 p.m.

B International Dinner: Eat a
five-course meal of authentic
Mexican food prepared by sec-
ond-year culinary students,
Serving begins at 6:45 p.m. in
the American Harvest Restau-
rant. The price is $25.95 per
person. Call (734) 462-4488 for
reservations.

B The 26th annual Schoolcraft
High School Girl’s Volleyball
Invitational tournament. For
information call (734) 462-4417.
Schoolcraft College is at 18600
Haggerty, between Six Mile and
Seven Mile, west of 1-275.

Read Observer Sports

on a short lease.
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TAKE ADVANTAGE

NOW OF THE STRONG

M AN DO
OUR COLLECTION
INCLUDES

CANADIAN SABLE
EXTRA FINE MINK
CANADIAN LYNX
CANADIAN BEAVER

No Duty, No Sales Tax ¢ Full
Premiums on U.S. Funds

Faes by i

-DOWNTOWN-

484 Pelissier, Windsor 1-319-253-5612 [f

OPEN MON, THROUGH SAT, 9-5:00

Visit Your
Metro Detroit
Lincoin Dealer.

»

DETROIT

Bob Maxey

DETROIT
o

Town Car 24-Month/24,000-Mile Red Carpet Lease

STANDARD FEATURES:

4.6-lite Capitalized Cost 32,806 7
Down Payment 3.560 FARMINGTON
Refundable Security Deposit 450
First Months Payment 449

Cash Due At Signing (Net of Incentives) . . 4,459

$.15/mile over 24,000 miles

GARDEN CITY
Stu Evans

NOV1

Varsity

PLYMOUTH

H‘i’nqs Park

ilX.N‘iSHR HILLS
Crissman

ROSEVILLE

ROYAL OAK
Diamond

SOUTHFIELD
Star

Continental 24-Month/24 000-Mile Red Carpet Leas

STANDARD FEATURES
#.0- 1 i 3 (V\Qf‘xl'.ij".;r.'.l Cost 46
D F‘\. n Payr
Refundabl

First Months

SOUTHGATE

Stu Evans

Payment

Cash Due At Signing (Net of Incentives

$.000 m

S I/ mute over s

STERLING HEMKHTS

Crest

TR
= Bob Borst
§ Lincoin. What a luxury car should be. o e
www.lincolnmercury.com WATERFORD
Mel Farr

*LEASE PAYMENT SUBJECT TO DEALER PARTICIPATION, AND WILL VARY BASED ON ACTUAL DEALER CONTRIBUTION 199 Linc vn Car Executive Se won-ke

units MSRP $39 100 and 1999 Lincoln Continental MSRP $39 100. Lease payment based on average apitalized cost of 86 81% ol MSRP on Town Car and 86 Q MSRP on Continental | YPSTLANTY
leases purchased in the Detroit Region through 11/30/98 and assumes $1 140 dealer contribution on Town Car and $1 540 dealer con tribution on Continental. Tax, cense lees Sesi
are extra. Lessee responsible for excess wear and tour. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 3/1/99, Residency restnictions appi . der normal driving conditions with routing

fluid/filter changes. ***Always wear your safety belt and secure children in the rear seat



http://www.lincolnmercury.com
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Storage space needed for special wheelchairs

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI
SPECIAL VRITER

A receat Life magazine article
about ar 11-year-old Chinese
girl whe was able to attend
school far the first time after
receiving a wheelchair donated
from Wheels for the World has
generatel many donations in
metro-Defroit. The response has
been so grod that storage space
is needed.

“You reelize what a difference
one of these chairs can make,"
said Farmington Hills resident
Dorothy Btsch, Wheels for the
World mefro-Detroit chairwom-
én.

After reading the story about
Liu Quiaoling, local organiza-
tions, like Angela Hospice in
Livonia, aad families of loved
ones who have died are calling
Pitsch wanting to donate

—wheelchairs, walkers and alu-
minum crutthes.

“We absolately need all of the
used, but serviceable
wheelchairs that we can find,”
said Pitsch, adding that a repre-
sentative from Children's Hospi-
tal also promised to send her
used wheelchairs.

Donation: Dorothy Pitsch and Jim Rapin tag a donated
_wheelchair.

your business?

Do you need reliable
cellular service for .

Did you know we offer
plans that meet the needs
of your business?

Did you know the person
behind the counter is ready to
talk to you about Ameritech?

Storage space is needed until
May for about 200 wheelchairs
that will be delivered to Roma-
nia, Poland and Ghana.

Another chapter of Wheels for
the World recently had a truck
donated and that seems to be
the most efficient solution,
Pitsch said. Wheelchairs are
stored in the truck and when it's
filled a driver takes them to a
Tennessee prison where inmates
fix them before they're shipped
to needy and handicapped peo-
ple around the world.

“If T-¢buld get something like
that it would be a blessing,”
Pitsch said. “But I'll take any
kind of storage.”

Currently, Pitsch is using
garage and basement space
donated by friends and family.

Wheels for the World is plan-
ning a two-week drive at the end
of April to get as many
wheelchairs as possible before
her current load is shipped for
repairs.

“These wheelchairs can't be
used in the United States,
bécause of the insurance liabili-
ty," Pitsch added.

So far the organization has

placed 6,000 people in
wheelchairs. Wheels for the
World began in 1992 by Joni
Eareckson Tada who lost the use
of her arms and Tégs after div-
ing accident at age 17. She went
on to become an artist, author
and song writer along with
launching this international pro-
gram opening doors of opportu-
nity to other disabled people.

The organization is JAF (Joni
and Friends) Wheels for the
World. Meanwhile, the organiza-
tion keeps growing with the help
of people like Pitsch.

A series of situations, that
Pitsch believes are acts of God,
led her to the organization.
Three months ago her nephew,
Randy Pitsch, was asked if he
would like to donate a couple of
wheelchairs that had been
stored in the warehouse of his
family's company, Pitsch Demo-
lition. The Wheels for the World
representative had no idea that
Randy is married to Mary Lou,
who has limited use of her
hands, but no use of her arms
and legs.

Randy learned Wheels for the
World needed a Detroit area rep-
resentative to launch a
wheelchair drive and the Grand
Rapids resident called his
favorite aunt.

Against all odds, Randy and
Mary Lou had their first baby in
1997, said Pitsch, who uses
Mary Lou and the baby in a
poster ta promote Wheels for the
World.

Pitscl's first donation came
from a €linton Township couple
after their 18-year-old son died.

- He sufféred from a degenerative

‘musculd@r disease and had been
in a wheelchair since he was 18
months old. Every time the cou-
ple saw the empty chair it was
stark reminder of their loss.

Since the wheelchair held such
precious memories, the couple
asked that it be kept somewhere
special before it was shipped to
another country. Pitsch got per-
mission from Sister Mary
Thomas to store it at the
Monastery of the Blessed Sacra-
ment in Farmington Hills.

“The parents brought the
wheelchair to the monastery and

GETTING CUT OFF WHILE TALKING
TO A CUSTOMER SAYS SOMETHING
ABOUT YOU. AND UH, IT’S NOT,

“EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH.”

Lowomia Mol
20500 'W. Seven Mile Rood
2484712937

P00 Briorwood Circle 27600 Nawvi Roox 3OO 'W. 14 Mile Rood
734994008 2480495316 248.597.0000
Dreartarn Rosevilie Waoterford
Faurhone lowr Center Macomt Mok Shapping T enter Summd Place
| 8900 Michigan Ave . Se 5§ 32123 Grafiot Avenve 435 N Telegroph Rood
3134411520 8102932008 248.706.083C
Fluer Srncting Haights Westiand
Genssan Valley Shopping Center Lotsude Mol Wnathond (- e
3191 S Linden Rood 4100 loheside Circle 15000 W Wiarren
8107332028 810.532.0480 1147635008
Uncoln Park
Lincolm Pavk Shopgeng Cente
2100 Souhiield #

J:Lﬁw;m CALL 1+800+767-0412

for additional lotations near you.

www.ameritech com/wireless |

Oaklond Mall Shopping Center

Storage: Jim Rapin and Dorothy

met me there and Sister Mary
Thomas saw that it was a small
chair and she said it would be
the perfect size for a nun who
was suffering from polio and
needed a wheelchair just that
size," said Pitsch explaining that
Sister Mary Thomas also donat-
ed three larger wheelchairs.

*I left the special wheelchair
for their special nun and I took
their three wheelchairs,” Pitsch
said.

Another woman, who never
identified herself to Pitsch,
called after reading the Life
Magezine story. They met at

Meijer in Northville.

“The woman walked right up
to me and she threw her arms
around me and hugged me and
said: “Thank you so much for giv-
ing me this opportunity," Pitsch
said.

Just as quickly the woman got

. into her car and drove off.

Meanwhile, Pitsch's great
niece, Erica Bourgoin, president
of Gamma Phi Beta at Oakland .
University in Rochester Hills,
has promised that her sorority
will collect wheelchairs and earn
money for wheelchair parts and

Pitsch load a donated wheelchair into the back of.
Jim’s truck. They will take it to whatever temporary storage they find. :

STAFF PBOTOS BY BiLL BRESLER

shipping costs.

Pitsch's daughter, Michelle
Dinardo, ran an ad asking fer
used wheelchairs in her church
paper at Prince of Peace
Catholic Church in West Bloom-
fie[d. The next day someong
brought her a wheelchair. Wher
Dinardo asked if the woman
wanted a receipt for tax purpos-
es, the woman said: "Oh, no, this
isn't for a tax reduction, this {8
for God."

Anyone interested in donating
wheelchairs or storage space
should call Pitsch at (248) 661+
3317 >

-~

Tan In Maui: $4,329

B
e

Refractive Lens Surgery: $2,673

I}

A “'ﬁ Company

New Dog & New Fence: §1.527

NBD can help. With a home equity loan for reducing your monthly
bills. We know it’s hard to build a life without building debt. Sc call
1-800-CALL NBD. You could be on your way to reducing your monthly bills

before you hang up. So you can quickly get on with life 1-800-CALL NBD

In life, the things

that count
can really add up.

Wedding: $15.672

-
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Angela Hospice, 14100 New-

A memorial service for burgh, Livonia, MI 48154, Atten-
Lawrence M. Decker, 55, of Ply- | tion: Sister Giovanni.

puth will be held at a later WILHELMINA KEE

l.l;ul arrangements were Memorial services for Wil-

made by Janow i‘k"‘“"‘ly helmina Kee, 94, of Fort Pierce,
mﬂmn,oﬂ} Logan Chapel, Psl- | Wa. (fmiyof!’lymou_th)wiﬂ

He was bora Dec. 21, 1943, in | Rov- Dean Klump ofciating,
Detroit. He died Jan. 14 in Burial will be in Parkview
Angela mﬁlﬁﬂm thoml;'o:!: Memorial Cemetery, Livonia.
ws tShelden Plant) for She was born July 16, 1904, in
Motor e bo th)e or 27 | Gladstone. She died Dec. 27 in
years and a member of the Ford Fort Pierce, Fla. She was a
UAW Local # 845. He served for | ,omemaker.
five years with th;}fnmm : Survivors include her son,
vacm including years in Norman (Jean) Kee of Fort St.

a8 a gunnery sergeant | [,¢ie Fla.; one grandson, David

after which he was honorably | Kee of Florida; and three great-

Survivors include one bl:otber, Memorials may be made at the
w Decker of Ypsilanti; three | girst United Methodist Church
Helm Beth Ensel ofl‘hm. burg, | of Plymouth.

elen Cummins of Farmington HELEN D. WESNER
g;ll]:- ?;'m Sl::ltx ovf‘IBoulder, Services for Helen D. Wesner,

h_’le'mnrinh may be made to 54, of Plymouth were Jan. 23 in

STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF WAYNE

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

St. John Neumann Catholic
Church with the Rev. George
Charnley officiating. Burial was
in Riverside Cemetery, Ply-
ts

mouth. .

She was born Aug. 26, 1944, in
Hempsted, Long Island, N.Y,
She died Jan. 21 in Plymouth.
She was a homemaker and a
mother, She also worked at
‘Henderson Automotive in Can-
ton; Helmeck Sales (with her
husband) in Plymouth and
JKennmar Corp., in Southfield.
She came to the Plymouth-Can-
ton community 25 years ago.

She was a member of St. John

Neumann Catholic Church in
Canton. She was a member of -
the Washtenaw Women's f
League, The Polo Field Country
Club, The Washtenaw Country
Club and several Plymouth-Can-
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band, Michael R. Wesner of Ply-
mouth; four sons, John R.
(Jacqueline) Stroh of Westlake,
Ohio, James A. Stroh of Ply-
mouth, Michael R. Wesner of
Plymouth, Mark M. Wesner of
Plymouth; her father, James H.
(Kathleen) Murphy of Mt.
Prospect, Ill; three sisters,
Patricia Johnston of Shady Hol-
low, 1., Catherine (Dennis)
LeBlang of Lincolnshire, Ill.,
Maureen Murphy of Eimhurst,
111; one step-sister, Kathleen

v

Memorials may be made to
Arbor Hospice.

JAMES W. MITCHELL, JR.

Services for James W. Mitchell
Jr,, 81, of Tucson, Ariz. (formerly
of Detroit and Plymouth) will be
held at a later date in Oakview
Cemetery, Royal Oak.

He was born March 10, 1917
in Pontiac. He died Jan. 11'in
Tucson, Ariz. He was a graduate

ton bridge groups. She loved to | of MichiganState University.
play bridge, golf and fish. She He was employed at the Ford
loved northern Michigan and Motor Co. for 40 years as a weld-
particularly the Mackinac area. | jng engineer. He did welding
She enjoyed her children and consulting in Brazil and Japan
grandchildren. One of her for the company. He had a life
favorite activities was taking her | membership in the American

SUMMARY OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE NO. C-98-10A

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION OF THE
ACCESS TO AND ONGOING USE OF PUBLIC UTILITY
EASEMENTS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY BY TELECOMMUNICATIONS
PROVIDERS; PROVIDING FOR A PERMIT AND PERMIT FEES;
PROVIDING FOR A RESERVATION OF RIGHTS; PROVIDING FOR
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR A PERMIT APPLICATION
PROCEDURE; PROVIDING FOR ANNUAL PERMIT FEES;
PROVIDING FOR THE USE OF THE PUBLIC EASEMENTS AND
RIGHTS-OF-WAY BY A PERMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR
INSTALLATION, CONSTRUCTION AND/OR RELOCATION OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROVIDERS FACILITIES; PROVIDING
FOR LIABILITY AND INSURANCE; PROHIBITING THE
ASSIGNMENT OF A PERMIT; PROVIDING FOR REVOCATION
AND REMOVAL OF FACILITIES; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES;
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR
PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH ORDAINS:

Purpose. Thspur'pouoft.heOrdinmeeiatonguhuthemtomd
ongoing use of Public Utility Easements and Rights-of-Way by
telecommunications providers.

Reservation of Rights. The issuance of a permit to a
telecommunications provider does not waive the Township's right to require
a franchise in the future or the right to claim a taking if a
telecommunications provider claims it has the right to use public rights-of-
way without compensation. In addition, a telecommunications provider may
request the Township to enter into a consent agreement for the use of the
Public Utility Easements and Rights-of-Way in place of a permit.

Definitions. Key terms, including "Telecommunications Provider,"
*Telecommunications Services,” and "Telecommunications System" are
defined.

Permits. The procedures for submitting and reviewing an application
for a permit are described. When an application is filed, it is reviewed for
administrative completeness. After an application is complete, the
Township may request additional information from the applicant. Within
75 days after an application is determined to be administratively complete,
a public hearing is held on the application by the Township Board (or a
committee or hearing officer designated by the Township Board). After the
public hearing, the Township Board then approves, approves with
conditions, or denies the application within 90 days after the application
| was determined to be administratively complete, The Township Board may
not unreasonably deny a permit. The Township Board may grant a
modification or waiver of Ordinance requirements under certain limited
circumstances.

Annual Permit Fees. A telecommunications provider is required to pay
annual fees fixed by resolution of the Township Board, The fees must not
exceed the fixed and variable costs to the Township of maintaining the
Public Utility Easements and Rights-of-Way. A telecommunications
provider may opt to pay an annual fee of 1 percent of its annual gross
rev from the tel munications system within the municipality, in
lieu of the annual fee established by the Township Board.

A permit is granted for a five (5) year

grandchildren shopping.

Welding Society. After his

Survivors include her hus- retirement in 1987 he divided

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide n reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearin, impaired and
i e meeting, to

audio :3:1 of printed materials bemng considered at
individ with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice
to the Charter Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring
auxiliary aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton by

Publish: January 28, 1666 ~ )

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites
all interested and qualified companies to submit a bid for Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park Track Renovations and Improvements. Bid documents
can be obtained by pick-up for $30 or mailed for $45 by contacting Foresite
Design, Inc., 3269 Coolidge Highway, Berkley, M1 48072, or pick up only for
$30 at the Plymouth-Salem High School Athletic Dept., 46181 Joy Road,
Canton, MI 48187. Bids are due on or before Wednesday, February 10, 1999
at 4:00 p.m. at which time a public bid opening will be held in the Board
Room at the E.J, McClendon Education Center located at 454 S. Harvey
Street, Plymouth, MI. The Board of Education reserves the right to accept
and/or reject all bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the school
district.

his time between Omstead,
Mich. and Tucson, Ariz.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Margery. Survivors
include two daughters, Joanne
Mitchell of Santa Fe, N.M., Car-
olyne (Donald) Gill of Madison,
Wis.; one sons, James W.
(Kathryn) Mitchell III of Livo-
nia; three sisters; and three
grandchildren, David, Julie, and
Erin.

Memorials may be made to the
Karmanos Cancer Institute,
30484 23 Mile, New Baltimore,
MI 48047.

HERMAIE

Services for Hermaie Williams,
75, of Plymouth were Jan. 14 in
the Vermeulen Funeral Home,
Plymouth, with the Rev.

Leonard Partensky officiating.
Burial was in Forest Lawn
Cemetery, Detroit.

She was born Aug. 23, 1923, in
Detroit. She died Jan. 9 in
Wayne. She was a nurse's aide.

Survivors include her father,
Herman Coon; four sons, Ronald
Williams of Detroit, Roger (Joni)
Williams of Plymouth, Randy
Williams of Boulder, Colo., Rod-
ney Williams of Brighton; three
sisters, Vordis Woolsey of South
Lyon, Lexy Burns of Chesterfield
Township, Trottis (Jim)
Williams of Plymouth; three
grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.

Memorials may be made to the
donor of your choice.

DONALD E. KOEBEL

Services for Donald E. Koebel,
76, of Brighton were Jan. 22 in
the Thayer-Rock Funeral Home,
Farmington with Edward A.
Beckstein officiating. Burial was
in Acacia Park Cemetery, Bever-
ly Hills.

He was born July 11, 1922, in

*Detroit. He died Jan. 19 in U of

M Hospital. He was an electri-
cian for the Local 58 Internation-
al Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers for over 30 years. He
was a member of the Odd Fel-
lows for 50 years and past Grand
Patriarch and }fast department
commander. He was in the Air

11 in the Korean conflict.!
Survivors include his vife,
Mickey Koebel; for sons, Donald
(Rena) Koebel, Jr. of Plynouth,
Harold (Linda) Koebel of Whit-
more Lake, Kim (Pan)() 1

of Farmington Hills, R.utnrd
(Carol) Koebel of South Lyon;
two daughters, Jan (Ric) Wild
of Farmington, Karen Burke;
one brother, Allan Koelel of
Kentucky; 16 grandchiHren; 18
great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the
American Heart Assochtion, 208
8. LaSalle St., Suite 90, Chica-

go, 111 60604-1197; or t) the
American Lung Association,
18860 W. 10 Mile, Southfield, MI
48075-2689.

BILL CAMPBELL

Services for Bill Canpbell, for-
merly of Canton, were Jan. 23 in
the Boyer Funeral Hame, Bonne
Terre, Mo. .

He was born March 2, 1966, in
Garden City. He diedJan. 20 in
Bonne Terre, Mo. He graduated
from Plymouth Canten High
School in 1985.

He was preceded in death by
his mother, Lee Campbell of
Bonne Terre, Mo., and nephew,
Steven Fisher of Plymouth.

Survivors include his father,
Fred Campbell of Plymouth; one
brother, Kyle Campoell of How-
ell; one niece, Annie Campbell;
one nephew, Tyler Campbell;
and four aunts, Mattie Eden,
Verna Fisher, LuAnn Howard
and Vina Jackovich.

CAROL HOOVER

Services for Cardl Hoover of
Taylor were Jan. 28 in the
Neely-Turowski Feneral Home,
Canton, with the Rev. Roy
Forsyth officiating.

She was born in Detroit. She
died on Jan. 22 in Vencor Hospi-
tal, Lincoln Park. She was in the
cleaning industry,

Survivors include her two
daughters, Renee (Jerome)
Williams, Kathy (Steve) Dent;
one son, David; her mother,
Jeanette Tremper; three grand-
children, Hannah, Jacob, J.J.;
three sisters, Judith, Kay, Neva
(Don) Callihan; and one brother,
Richard Tremper.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON

Publish: January 28, 1999 and February 4, 1998

Board of Educat.io;x
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
ELIZABETH M. GIVENS, Secretary

LEEs.

Sealed proposals will be received by the Charter Township of Canton
Engineering Services, 2nd Floor, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI
48188 until Fn . The propospls will be reviewed by
Engineering Services for the following described project:
Appmm.mmmmmmcmmnmm-d
Mmapprlh-hwﬂlhmndforri@m-wuynodedfw
public paving, water main, and sanitary sewer improvements. The
appraiser must be on the Michigan Department of Transportations
approved appraisers list.

The Request for Proposal is available to pick up at Engineering Services at
tho odd sadi

On December 21, 1898, the Plymouth City Commission enacted City

The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national

services,
The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

the dicated above. 1£ you want the Request for Proposal mailed, |
| please call Engineering Services at (734) 397-5405.

origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of

Ordinance No, 98-10, known as “The City of Plymouth's Ordinance
Regulating the Use of Public Utility Easements and Rights-of-Way by
Telecommunication providers.” This Ordinance provides and allows the
City to evaluate the public rights-of-way and to' determine mso‘mble
levels of compensation to be received from companies, especially
telecommunication providers, transacting business within the City’s rights-
of-way. The Ordinance was enacted in response to various requests by

Publish; January 28, 1999

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
PUBLIC HEARING

Volunteers needed for foster care board

The State Court Administra-
tive Office of the Michigan
Supreme Court is seeking volun-
teers to serve on the Wayne
County Foster Care Review
Board.

The five-member board meets
one day each month to review a
representative sample of cases of
children who have been removed
from their homes and placed in
foster care due to abuse or
neglect. At these reviews, board
members interview parents, fos-
ter parents, caseworkers, attor-
neys and other interested par-

Appeal made

An attorney representing the
city of Detroit has appealed a
court ruling that blocked the
city’s attempt to levy property
taxes against the Wayne County
Building at 600 Randolph in
Detroit.

Chester Kasiborski said he
filed a leave for appeal on Jan.
19 with the Michigan Supreme
Court, thus challenging a Court
of Appeals ruling made on Dec.

ties who may be involved in
planning for the ward.

Advisory recommendations are.
formulated and mailed to the
court, child welfare agency, pros-
ecuting attorney, parents and
other interested parties. The
review insures that all agencies,
including the court, have estab-
lished a plan for the ward and
progress is being made toward
achieving permanency.

The review boards are com-
prised of citizens who reflect a
broad cross-section of their com-

munities, Minorities and men
are especially encouraged to
apply. The program is seeking
volunteers who have demon-
strated leadership in other set-
tings. Employees of the Family
Independence Agency, family
court or private child placement
agencies are prohibited by law to
serve on foster care review
boards.

The Michigan Legislature
established the Foster Care
Review Board program in 1984
in an effort to improve children’s
foster care programs through the

state utilizing citizen review
boards.

Each volunteer who is selected
must attend a two-day orienta-
tion training in Southfield on

- March 25 and 26. Board mem-

bers also attend yearly training.
Training expenses are reim-
bursed.

Citizens interested in volun-
teering for the Wayne County
Foster Care Review Board
should call (517) 373-1956 for an
application. The deadline for
receiving applications is Jan. 31.

on county building property tax issue

28. The appellate court said the
tax issue already had been decid-
ed by the state Tax Tribunal,
which ruled against the city in
1992 for the 1991 tax year.
Detroit had sought to tax the
building for the 1992-97 tax
years. When asked why Detroit
appealed the ruling, Kasiborski
said: “We think we're right and
there’s a lot of dollars involved.”
In the Court of Appeals,
Detroit’s attorneys argued the
building should be taxed because
it was “property owned by, or

being acquired pursuant to, an
installment purchase agree-
ment” by a county. In the mid-
1980s the county sold the build-
ing, the buyer renovated it, and
the county now leases it back.

The Tax Tribunal declined to
hear the case, applying the legal
doctrine of res judicata — the
question already has been decid-
ed.

Detroit had argued that “res
judicata” does not apply to Tax
Tribunal decisions, but the
appellate judges disagreed, call-

ing the Tax Tribunal “quasi-
judicial agency.”

Wayne County has until Feb.
16 to respond to the appeal
request. Kasiborski said the
Michigan Supreme Court may
not decide to hear the case for a
year.

Kasiborski did not know what
dollar amount should be levied
oni Wayne County, but believed
Detroit was entitled to a range
between $115,000-$125,000 in
annual tax payments in 1987
dollars,

You've Lived A Life

Of Digni
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d Choice.

At Botsford Commons’ Assisted Living Center
You Don’t Have To Change A Thing.

— e R

buildi'ng in Farmington Hills,

-

facility, located in

- Independence

Announcing the opening of
Botsford Commons Assisted

Living Center. This innovative

an historic

y renovated Albert Kahn-designed

offers a caring environment for those who nieed

support to maintain daily living routines. Residents receive assistance only with

the services needed and requested, encouraging each individual to remain as

Le_.ariz‘ how to id‘en'tif‘y stars

Constellations like the Big ing, weather permitting.
Dipper, Little Dipper and Hot cocoa will be available
Pegasus fill the night sky. following the presentation.

Learn how to identify these Best suited for ages B and

beautiful cosmic creations
and other celestial star for-
mations with guest
astronomer Mike Best 7-9
p.m. Friday, Jan. 29, at the
Nankin Mills Interpretive
Center in Westland.

Best, a planetarium
demonstrator at the Veol-
brecht Planetarium in South-
field, has been an astronomy
enthusiast for 50 years. Par-
ticipants can expect an infor-
mative evening beginning
with an indoor slide presen-
tation and discussion fol-

is required. The program has
been made possible through
parks millage funds.

The Nankin Mills Interpre-
tive Center is located on
Hines Drive just east of Ann
Arbor Trail in Westland.
Parking is available off
Hines Drive, and can be
reached even if the road is

For information on this
event or any other Wayne
County Parks event, call

lowed by outdoor star view- (734) 261-1990.
[?[ #1 in Michigan Since 1985 ﬁ‘i]
SUPER COMPUTER SALE!

Sunday, January 31st ® 10 am-4 pm
SAVE 30° OR MORE!

William Castick Activities Center
28600 11 Mile Road « 3 Blocks East of Miudiebelt
Farmington Hills, Mi
Featuring Bargains on Many Types of NEW and

USED Disk Drives, Computers, CD’s & More

Reg. Admission  $1.00 OFF With Ad - Limit 1
283-1754 $5 Not Valid With Other Discounts

OpenHouse 4A-7pm

Thursday, February 4, 1999
Elementary School information Meeting 7 - 8:30 pm.

Dearborn Heights Montessori Center
466 N. John Daly, Dearbo Hts. Cal (313) 359-3000_

We offer highest quality:

e
%

27 Years of Excellence

Home Equity
Melt Down ‘99

telecommunication providers to provide competitive local teleph service
and related matters within the City of Plymouth, which in turn are
expected to affect the City's rights-of-way and the public utility easements. .
The Ordinance provides generally that a telecommunication provider needs
to obtain a permit to obtain access and ongoing use of the public's rights-of-
way, which in turn will be granted by the City on a nondiscriminatory
basis, subject to certain conditions and requirements. Consistent with
Michigan law, this Ordinance allows the City to recoup certain fixed and
variable costs to the City in granting a permit and maintaining the rights-
of-way.

ronment. Center residents retain privacy and

Duration of Permit: Renewal.
term. An application for renewal of a permit follows the same process as the FY 1999 CDBG PROGRAM
original application.

ACTION PLAN

On Wednesday, February 17, at 3:00 p.m. in the third floor conference room,
Township Administration, BuilMing, 1150 8. Canton Center Road, the
Canton Community Development Block Grant Advisory Council will
conduct a public hearings on the FY 1999 Canton Township Block Grant
(CDBG) Program Action Plan. All interested citizens are invited to attend
and comment on the FY 1999 CDBG Program, which will be funded at

independent as possible in a safe and secure envi- } o
. »
=Y. .ﬁ

dddddi d

BOTSFORD COMMONS !R\
P i

R

A permit is non-exclusive. A
telecommunications provider is authorized to use the Public Utility
Easements and" Rights-of-Way only as authorized in the permit. A
telecommunications vaider may expand its system by obtaining approval
of an amended permit which may be granted administratively. These
provisions also address overlashing and “as built" maps, priarities of use of
the Easements and Rights-of-Way, and future use of the Easements and

comfort in individual apartments while their

o3 (2D
Joh—Irlali

RENT RATE

psychological and social needs are met through

of the easements and rights-of-way, restoration of easements and rights-of- L5 ey SRS Clised

way, limitations on pavement cuts, marking of telecommunications
facilities, relocation of facilities due to right-of-way work, ete.

These ' provisions require a
telecommunications provider to provide and maintain certain insurance

Rights-of-Way by the Township. DONALD DISMUKE 8426000 2 Project proposals to be discussed, among others, are: Public = : & A : . CUR

Use_of Public Rights-oEWay by Permittee. These provisions Mayor Service: First Step ($50,000), HelpSource/Adult Day Care ($5,000), The dining and social areas complement comfortable accommodations with private TINES OF CREDIT $40,000 +
regulated the use of Public Utility Easements and Rights-of-Way by LINDA LANGMESSER, CMC/AAE Salvation Army summer day camp, Growth Works, Volunteer Coordinator ;

telecommunications providers. These regulations include the following City Clerk ($6,500), and Wayne Cpunty Neighborhood Legal Services, (The total o i1, h d e gl o f Y 1 IA ishines Th o A
requirements: no undue burden or interference with present or future use y Public Service budget is $63,500; amounts in parantheses are asked.) b % baths an Sem rous space Or freasured persc nai rurnisnings. € o 0

Housing rehabilitation: $20,000. Human Services Center expansion
$261,500. Program Administration: $78,000, Canterbury Mews day
building, handicap ib) t: $3,000. Note: not all project
propasals are necessarily listed; not all projects listed will necessarily be
approved for FY 1999; nor will all projects accepted for funding necessarily
be funded for the requested amounts. Final program decisions are made by

no closing costs
no application fee = no title cost

tpﬁ center features a chapel, clinical offices and a full range of health

{ care services including geriatric assessment programs. As an older

N\

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

coverages, to mame the Township as an additional insured, and to PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN the Board of Trustees. Written comments or requests for information . - ; B 3 no points » no appraisal cost
indemnify the Township against liability arising from the acts or omissions SECTION 00010 Sl e Mesckall tu: Gioniid Mlactin, Duyelopuuct Speckifiot. Nesonres adult. vou've lived a life that has been one characterized by dignity, tor fir
of the provider. Development Division, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, C " Michi ; no annual fee for first year
253 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS pcmbang compplegt g e b e |l he. Wi '
A telecommunications ; | g £ i =X Jeln - " 1ce 2 11 ') 1 14t > \"hen voll hoosa
mwlwm’mm.pm“wm“mm“mm Salod b o Bl Puskngs T Pyt Custen 0 ity School will be o N e independence and choice. It should continue to be. When vou cnoost elt dawn higher cost debt from credit cards and unsecured
prior written consent of the Township which shall not be unreasonably received until 11:00 AM. local time on Monday, February 8, 1999 at which Publish: Jdmuary 28, Febraary 4, 1999 : bl E i ‘ - . . ) loans by unlocking the Ready Cash from vour home
withheld. The Township may revoke the permit for failure to comply with time they will be opened and read publicly at Plymouth-Canton dige . onams Botsford Commons Assisted Living Center, you insure that the next equity. Get a hot rate. Plus pay no upfront costs at all
- l:iom o ﬁﬂl of “pem" t?i‘ . lzﬁ::a?:fompermt m C&.hu tim: z:::ﬂel Elin:':ft‘ n:ed Bdm::n‘l S g and we waive the annual fee for the first year. What if you don’t
: U PEVROM: = x e - it i : T PR L PR TR, DR R . e sAales and i .9 )
lwmmmm;m;gmkmwmm;‘mwﬁu : chapter of your life is filled with the samze richness of choice and have much equity in vour home? The answer is our 100% home
from the Public Utility Easements and Rights-of-Way. Faxed proposals will not be accepted. equity line of credit at an incredible rate. Either way, the inter
: This Bid Pa ill ist of Jed bid for the following Bid N CE OF PUBLIC HEARING : anandence whirh ST - arenietamed and that vou deserve est you pay could be tax deductible (consult your tax advisor)
The Township reserves its police powers Lo protect the entibgsan, s a0 i e callgrsic sy, S independence to which you are accustomed and thdl you deserve
: . Ask us about the line of credit that will take the chall out of your

Divisions CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1999

REQUEST FOR AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES

public heaith, safety, and welfare, and reserves the right of reasonable
control of the Public Utility Easements and Rights-of-Way pursuant to the 101 Earthwork to Rough & Finish Grades
Michigap Constitution. 103 Site Utilities

Civil Infraction Enforcement, A violation of the Ordinance is a civil Bidding documents prepared by Fanning/Howey Associates, Inc. will be EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR
infraction, subject to a civil fine of not less than $500 and not more than available for public inspection at the office of the Construction Manager, SUPERIOR CONTROLS, INC
$5,000, plus costs and sanctions. Repeat offenses are subject to a civil fine McSIEV, 25001 West Five Mile Rd., Redford, M1 48238; the FW Dodge Plan ) j
of $1,000 - $10,000 (first repeat offense) and $2,000 - $20,000 (second and Room, Southfield; the Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room, PLEASE TAKE NOTE: That a public hearing will be held on Tuesday,

personal finances
Telephone Loan Center 1800 DIALFFM
Toll Free (19800%342¢5336)

:,_'E.—: FIRST FEDERAL |

For more information, call 248-477-1646.

subsequent repeat offenses). Bloomfield Hills; and the Daily Construction Reports Plan Room, Madison f‘;t;mry‘l?b:”: dDT}MPlI N!tul:f meeting of the Board of Trustees of the
Thi i ides for th 1 of all conflicti Heights. ‘harter Township of Plymouth to der a req from Superior —%
.Q“l' is Section provides for the repeal of all conflicting Cim e B il T Setion Por ot thr rmw = OF MICHIGAN

Bidders may obtain a set of bidding documents by contacting the Ask Us. We Can Do it ™
Construction

facility, including the cost of mach - .
Manager (313) 535-1140. Bids are to be submitted in a sealed g g i ggiole: g ¢ ey acgirgrsia

This Section provides that the Ordinance is severable, located at 14928 Galleon Drive, Parcel 3-B, Metro West Beck Road

nndirmypoftionafthuOrdinmifdecl-ndinvdidtmmymm.me

remaining provisions of this Ordinance

force and effect upon publication.

Charter
provided by law.

Introduced: December 15, 1998
Published: December 24, 1998
Adopted: January 12, 1999

Effective Upon Publication: January 28
Publish January 28, 1969

Effective Date., muminmm.tmommm.nmm

CERTIFICATION
The fi mgOrdimmwnndowdbythQWipMofmc
%ipdﬂmthat-mdwmdulymlhdm
beld on the 12th day of January, 1999, to be effective upon publication as

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

shall remain valid.

BY: MARILYN MASSENGILL, CMC
fts; Clerk

, 1999

envelope supplied by the Construction Manager, MeSIEV. The bid
division(s) being bid is (are) to be identified on the outaide of the envelope.
There will be a Pre-Bid Meeting held on Tuesday, January 26, 1999 at 10:00
am. at the Plymouth-Canton Comucunity Schools, E.J. McClendon
Educational Center, 454 S. Harvey Street, Plymouth, Michigan. All bidders
are encouraged to attend. :

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Bid Bond in the amount of at least five
(5) perdent of the amount of the bid, payable to Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools, as a guarantee that if the proposal is accepted, the
bidder will execute the contract and file the required bonds within ten (10)
days after notice of award of contract

If awarded a contract, the successful bidder will be required to furnish a
Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment Bond. Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools reserve the right to reject any or all bids
received and to waive any informalities and irregularities in the bidding.
This projeet is to be bid at the prevailing wage rate.

Poblish: Jamaary 21 and 28, 1909 ”

Industrial Park, Plymouth Township, County of Wayne, Michigan.

The request of Superior Controls, Inc., is on file in the Clerk’s Office where
it is available for public perusal from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m, Monday
through Friday Any Township resident or member of any taxing authority
within the Township of Plymouth shall have the right to appear and be
heard. Written comments directed to the Clerk and received prior to the

Tr may der the req

The public hearing. ing at 7:30 p.m., will be held in the Meeting
Room at Plymouth Township Hall, 42350 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth,
Michigan 48170, on Tuesday, February 9, 1999, during the regularly
scheduled Board of Trustee meeting. Telephone number X224

MARILYN MASSENGILL, CMC

Clerk, Charter Township of Plymouth
Publish January 28 1989

meeting will be considered. Following the public hearing the Board of

Botsford

HEALTH CARE CONTINUUM

Inswred

Check out our super specials on the internet!
www flom com

~
-
Branch offices throughont metropolitan Detroit, Otsegs, Kalamazoo
(wosss. Durand. Chesaming, Okemes and Kentwood
Exaended hours weekdays and WA senvios Saturdays at mos! branches

’—-mm'-r—:nrh—wnhwm'ﬁrum(mpwa-xm
10 yourr RCOOUNT On The Sevendh manth for e & 48N PRocuciony I ApBOn. WP o BEN of e aporamad vaioe wes |
. ndetrecness. tr Ines $40 000 and sbove. he AP ol be § 29% 500 000 1o K36 806 & TSN APR
$5.000 10 519 000 0 00% AP For e Y00% option (up % TODN of The EEOAMIBed Ve e Wy Outstanaing |
ndebtedrens) §5 000 1 §100 000 weradaniony e of 7 THN APT for he Sral a monthe Bed BErtng - e sevens
morth § S0% APR ouvent tatn Vabie rate hased o0 Wl Birest Journa Prene plus & mengie Sy inorease ¥
Amcrease DUl 1 70 PEIANCS ewosed T8N NONINY DRpTRants OF IAerel rdy reguired Ut ety Raloon princoe
Payers & ety o wleencs § enders B Annan fes of S50 watved o S e Property Merance {
mourad Lines of Cradit svalabie ordy 08 Sener SODMERST homes (14 ey B 10 wr UNSErwRing Han
Sards wrach are avelahie on sequest A v Sroperty ROEreesl (e Qood for e i of Credt reahonaNDe orly
e ACT 10 SENGE whoul nolioe  APT efectve Jarvonry 4 VB0

—




e g et

A12(C)

DDA job

y

OPINION

794 SOUTH MAIN, PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 48170

Process should be an open one

anton officials are doing their best to

ensure that whoever is chosen as down-

town and community development coor-
dinator — a position directly tied to the town-
ship’s Downtown Development Authority ~

can’t be challenged on the basis of his/her fit-

ness for the job. That's because the public
won’t have a clue as to the background and
qualifications of the more than 40 applicants
who expressed interest in the position when it
was advertised late last year.

Whatever their intentions, we believe
Supervisor Tom Yack’s administration is tak-

ment and has opted for a course of action that
in the long run could undermine public confi-
dence in local government.

The hiring process set up by the adminis-
tration seems to change daily. It ignores the
state’s Open Meetings Act, which should apply
to someone who will serve as a de facto DDA
chief.

Officials have declined to release the
names and resumes of seven finalists and
won’t hold public interviews with them. (The
Observer has filed a Freedom of Information
request seeking the names.) The final selec-
tion will be made by Yack (a DDA board mem-
ber) and DDA Chairman Ralph Shufeldt, fol-
lowing a recommendation by a three-member
committee reviewing the applicants. There
will be no vote by the DDA board or township
board confirming the selection. >

“Their justification: Because the job will
include other duties, it is a township staff
position, not a DDA post, and therefore open-
ing up the hiring process to the public isn’t
required. The development coordinator will
answer to the township supervisor and won't
be a voting member of the DDA board, Yack
says.

However, information provided by the
township indicates the job will play a larger
role on the DDA than officials are indicating.
The job description says the position will pro-
vide “administrative support” to the DDA
(among other responsibilities) and under a
séction titled “Examples of Work” it includes
the following:

B Coordinates the work of the DDA, its
board, committees and task forces;

W Township officials apparently
feel as long as they follow the let-

ter of the law, they are fulfilling

' their duties. The Observer believes

they are obligated to a higher stan-
dard.

B Assists in overseeing DDA operations
and makes recommendation to the DDA board
on issues related to DDA plans, short- and

. k- long-term;
ing the wrong approach on such a key appoint- |

B Confers with supervisor, DDA board, pri-

| vate property and business owners and town-

ship staff to resource issues related to Can-

| ton’s DDA;

B Prepares agenda and back-up materials,

; record, prepare and maintains minutes of

DDA board meetings;

B Maintains a variety of financial and sta-
tistic data and reports of the DDA as required.

In addition, half the position’s salary
(expected to range from $36,330 to $42,300
annually) will be paid from DDA funds in the
first year. The split will be adjusted on a year-
ly basis depending on how much of the work-
load is related to DDA duties.

The DDA is a public body as defined by the
Open Meetings Act. Its purpose is to oversee a
state-designated district within Canton where
certain tax revenues are used exclusively for
improvements within the district. The law
states that “all interviews by a public body for

| employment or appointment to a public office

shall be held in an open meeting.”

The township has sidestepped this provi-
gion by using a three-person hiring committee
outside the DDA board to handle the inter-
views and make the recommendation.

We believe this kind of hiring practice sets

- a dangerous precedent for future boards. We

encourage the township not to get on this slip-
pery slope.

Township officials apparently feel as long
as they follow the letter of the law, they are
fulfilling their duties.

" The Observer believes they are obligated to
a higher standard — one that won't short-

change the public on its right to know as part
of the process.

ARKIE HUDKINS

The Observer& Eeccentric/ THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 1999
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e | Breast cancer patients get help in sharing, caring

LETTERS

Appalled by conduct

would like to make a statement on the arti-
cle of Jan. 17 that states Plymouth-Canton
Schools settles out of court.

Let me start by saying that I am outraged,
mad, disgusted, and ashamed that Errol Gold-
man, second in command of our school, has
done it again. I am a taxpayer and a Ply-
mouth-Canton school parent. I am outraged
that I try my best along with my wife to teach
my children not to discriminate against any-
one and to be fair to all people. Here goes
Errol Goldman throwing mud on all our hard
work.

This man is required in his job description
to set and be an example of high standards of
moral conduet to all students and employees
of the Plymiouth-Canton School District. He
has not only shamed us by breaking the rules
but has caused the taxpayers to pay a $50,000
fine. This conduct is not acceptable.

I do not believe that it is the intention of
the Plymouth-Canton Board of Education to
discriminate against anyone; but I do believe
that it is their elected duty and obligation to
see that this kind of conduct is not demon-
strated by any employee of the Plymouth-Can-
ton Schools. This includes Errol Goldman and

In praise of school trustees

Ithough January 1999 will be best remem-
bered for smow, it’s also School Board
Recognition Month in Michigan.

We take this time to honor the men and
women who invest countless hours making
difficult decisions about budgets, personnel,
curriculum and other matters which affect
parents, students, teachers and taxpayers.

This year’s theme, “Building Better

Futures for Children and Communities,” is an |

appropriate one because a good education is
key to building good citizens and good commu-
nities.

We salute the Plymouth-Canton Communi-
ty Schools board members Michael Maloney,
Carrie Blamer, Susan Davis, Elizabeth
Givens, Judy Mardigian, Darwin Watts and
Roland Thomas; Van Buren Public Schools
board members Karl Gorham, David Peer,
Ralph Nodwell, Martha Toth, Susan Ward
Callahan, Vesta Losen and Thomas Bowles;
and Wayne-Westland Community Schools board
members David R. Cox, Robin L. Moore, Martha
Pitsenbarger, David James, Mathew M.
McCusker, Teresa Robbins, and Ed Turner,

.
QUESTION
Who do you
think will
win the
Super Bowl
this
Sunday?

2 “I don't even I don’t even “I'd like to see “I want the Bron-
We asked this | ason it. Normal- | knpw who's play- | Atlanta beat cos because |
0095“0"{;' the | i, it's a grest ing." them (the Den- want them to
corner of Fen day to go to the ver Broncos). | win twice in a
niman Avenue .| movies.” mAm fike to see some- | row."
and Main in e body iiu in Parker Stiner
downtown Ply- Plymouth s Canton
mouth. Ken Aglus |

Trenton

Serving as a public school trustee is a
tremendous commitment. A four-year term
requires lots of time, preparation and patience
in balancing local needs and wants against
state financial realities.

As Michigan Gov. John Engler noted in his
proclamation marking January as the special
month to honor school board members “the
competitiveness of Michigan’s economy and
the character of our society depend to a great
extent on the quality of instruction offered in
Michigan’s schools.”

School board members are watching care-
fully to make sure public schools deliver on
their duty fo taxpayers.

As school boards throughout the nation join
in School Board Recognition Month, a national
observance co-sponsored by the National
School Boards Association and the Michigan
Association of School Boards, take time to say
thanks — in a public way — to the public
school board members in our town. They are
working hard to improve public education —

i the cornerstone of our democratic society.

| factor in creating the “melting pot” that this

country was in the past and must continue to
be if it is to survive?
B Are “they” thosé who don’t appreciate

! and probably would not acknowledge the ben-

efits we reap today from the public education

' that has been provided to all over the last 100
| years or more?

B Are “they” those who don't have the fore-
sight to see the dire results for this nation if
we become more and more divided, intolerant,
selfish and polarized?

8 Are “they” those who, rather than pitch

| in and help “fix” the public schools — where
| they need fixing — take cheap shots at per-

ceived ills?

B Are “they” those who are so obtuse that
they do not acknowledge that the public
schools take responsibility for and accept the
resulting consequences that the private
schools can and do avoid?

8 Are “they” those who are so selfish and

| narrow-minded that they don’t know how

important it is that all children be taught to

| understand and relate to those who are dis-

abled?

B Are “they” those elitists who “home
school” their children, holding them aloof and
isolated from their fellow citizens?

others in the administration that feel that
they are untouchable by the rules of moral
conduct. ‘

This is not the only time that Errol Gold-
man has caused us great embarrassment. 1do
not feel comfortable having a person in that
high (prestigious) and very important position
who exhibits blatant disrespect for the high
moral standards of education.

I am sure that most Plymouth-Canton par-
ents will agree that this conduct should not go
unnoticed by the board of education, and that
the board will come down hard on this type of
conduct. I urge the parents of the Plymouth-
Canton community and all the taxpayers to
call the members of the board of education
and express how they feel about Errol Gold-
man'’s conduct and that they take harsh action
against him, and I don’t mean a letter in his
file.

Dan Stengle
Plymouth

‘They’ can be a danger

response to the reader who commented on

Tim Richard’s article of Jan. 7 (“State aid
to private schools involves propaganda use”):
Yes, let’s talk about who “they” are, the “they”
who want public tax money to fund public
schools.

B Are “they” those who don’t view the pub-

lic schools in a historical context, as the major

B Are “they” those who have the econpgmic
means and intellectual abilities to benefit this
country with their input but who, instead,
turn their actions inward to personal benefit
with no care for the good of society as a whole?

We propose that:

B “They” are individuals whose emphasis
and motivation are centered around “I1,” not
“we.”

8 “They” are those who do not realize the
importance and benefits of the “community
school,” especially now, at a time when society
has largely evolved from rural to urban and
will further become more dehumanized as we
retreat from each other into the world of
cyberspace.

B “They” are people who have never had
the joy of a lifelong friendship with a person of
a different ethnic, religious or economic back-
ground that began when “we went to school
together.”

B “They” are those who spew propaganda in
order to destroy the public schools, thus fur-
ther widening the economic and social gap
between the “haves” and the “have nots.”

“They” are a danger to our country. If the
“grand experiment” — this nation — is to sur-
vive, “we the people™ must find ways to pre-
serve and nurture our public schools. They are
the basic strength of this “one nation, indivisi-
ble.”

Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Davis
Livonia
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was conscious, almost self-con-

scious, as I met with Frannie

Greenebaum, Maggie Griner and
Nina Machus, that so far I have
escaped the disease women fear most.

That disease is breast cancer and
all three are breast cancer survivors.

Nina, a Birmingham resident, was
diagnosed six years ago; Frannie,
from Bloomfield Township, three
years ago; and Maggie, also of Bloom-
field Township, two years ago.

And as each experienced the initial
terror, the decisions, the surgery, the
radiation and/or chemotherapy, she
had the support of other breast cancer
survivors, .

They want that and more for all of
us — whether we have breast cancer,
are concerned for a friend or family
member who has it, or live in fear of
its tentacles.

Tentacles so strong and widespread
as to strike one of nine women in the

Raising the

istening to House Democratic
Ll;aders in Lansing talk about
iking minimum wages, I was
reminded of the Roman Emperor Dio-
cletian.

The Dems want to raise the mini-
mum wage by law from the current
$5.15 an hour by $1 to $6.15 by next
Jan. 1. Their proposed constitutional
amendment, if approved by voters,
would tie the minimum wage to the
Detroit consumer price index with
annual adjustments.

They expect to lift hundreds of
thousands out of poverty. Of course,
they wouldn’t need state money to do
it. Employers would cheerfully pay
higher wages, but the Lansing politi-
cians would get the credit.

The Democrats' faith in govern-
ment is touching, like that of a child
moviegoer who believes the Blue
Fairy can wave her magic wand and
bring the drowned Pinocchio to life.

School reform tops agendas

actually get it?

The current flurry of talk by our leaders |
about-how something has to be done about the
schools might turn out to be a case in point.

President Clinton got a big hand last week
when he used much of the State of the Union
speech to propose various ways to improve pupil

performance in the public schools.

And Gov. John Engler’s State of the State
speech, set for 7 p.m. Thursday, is aimed direct-
ly at failing school districts like Detroit, Michi-
gan’s largest district, with 180,000 students.
Engler wants legislation passed to empower
mayors to toss out elected school boards and
replace them with appointed bodies with power
to hire executives, shut down persistently bad
schools, set curriculum and fire some staff.

Engler cited the success achieved by Chicago
schools, once dubbed the worst in the nation,

wishing for something so hard that you

United States who reach age 85. Ten-
tacles so menacing that women with a
family history or other high risk fac-
tors may voluntarily undergo mastec-
tomies to stay out of its clutches.
“Everyone in one way or another is

connected to someone who has had

breast cancer,” Frannie said. So the
three have helped form Sharing &
Caring, a new, volunteer organization
affiliated with William Beaumont
Hospital, but open to all breast cancer
patients and survivors, their family
and friends.

A weekly support group will take
place at The Community House in
downtown Birmingham. So will its
first special event, “Life After Breast
Cancer,” on Saturday, Feb. 6.

That all-day program features
experts from the Harvard School of
Public Health, The University of
Texas Health Science Center, the
Annie Appleseed Project in New York

As leader Mike Hanley, D-Saginaw,
explained it, the state’s magic wand
would work like this:

No longer would a higher price tag
mean less consumption (or less
demand for labor). The new wage
rates would put more money in the
pockets of the poor, who would then
spend it and stimulate the economy.
“It’s a job creator,” said Hanley.

Move over, Adam Smith and all the
economics professors in the realm.
Michigan is about to repeal the Law
of Supply and Demand.

Explaining how the last minimum
wage increase worked, the Democrats
engaged in some verbal sleight-of-
hand. Total Michigan employment
rose from 4,684,000 in September of
1997 when the $5.15 rate came in to
4,937,000 in November of 1998, they
said.

They don’t say the minimum wage

| caused it. But you are supposed to

JupiTH DONER BERNE

City and The Cleveland Clinic. Topics
include: current treatments, risk fac-
tors, hormone replacement therapy,
Tamoxifen and SERMS for prevention
and treatment, alternative medical
therapies, and breast cancer and sex-
uality.

Then, from 7-9 p.m. beginning
Thursday, Feb. 11 — and every Thurs-
day after that with the exception of
Thanksgiving — a medical profession-

TiMm RICHARD

leap to that conclusion.

Well, the state’s economy was exu-
berant anyway. “A rising tide raises
all ships,” as the market economists
say.

“Most evidence indicates there will
certainly be job losses,” predicted
Robert Kleine, vice president and

senior economist at Public Sector Con-

sultants in Lansing.

Rep. Kwame Kilpatrick, D-Detroit, | : 2
f when government is asking someone

PHILIP POWER

better to be on the train than on the track.

What is not clear to me, at least, is just how
merely the act of a school takeover will in itself
necessarily improve things in poor schools.

At the end of the day, good schools require a
limited number of essential things:

B Good teachers with the ability to manage
their classrooms. If a takeover doesn’t find a

where Mayor Richard Daley was given similar
power four years ago. The results — improved
test scores and graduation rates and a dramatic
drop in numbers of “failing” schools — were
hailed by U. S. Education Secretary Richard
Riley as a “national model” for school improve-
ment.

Even Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer ]ast
month scolded the 11-member elected Detroit
Board of Education, calling for the board to
improve things or “get out of the way”.

For years, Archer has been working behind
the scenes to try to get the Detroit school board
to quit paying attention to the perks of office
(per-meeting fees, drivers and sedecorating
schemes have been high beard priorities) and
micromanaging the district by protecting
friends and relations on the payroll. Archer ally
Bill Beckham, president of New Detroit, also
has been quietly putting pressure on the board

and is reported to be willing to buy into a Chica-

go-style reform plan.

Predictably, Detroit board members do not
appear enthused at the prospect of going gently
into that dark night. Member Alonzo Bates, for
example, accused Engler of hiding behind
Archer in trying to take away the Detroit school
system from black people, questioning whether
“a person from Beal City” (Engler's hometown)
“knows about Detroit schools.”

I suspect that kind of carping 18 likely to have

had its day. Most folks - including many par
ents of kids in failing schools — are fed up with
all the finger-pointing and foot-dragging With
everybody on board from the president to the
governor to the mayor, the train is8 leaving the
station. And the issue for many who are part of
the present system 1is to figure out whether it's

i . .

way to get rid of poor teachers and increase the
authority-of good teachers, it likely won't make
much difference.

8 Good principals with the power to run their
buildings. A takeover has to be structured so as

| to allow poor principals to be moved out and to
| give good principals the authority to manage

their buildings, which involves the ability to fire
underperforming staff.

® High standards. Any takeover worth its
salt must empower a school district to end social

| promotion of failing students from grade to

grade and to make poor teachers accountable

for poor performance by their students.

8 Good measurement. If a takeover doesn’t

| require every pupil to undergo assessment of

academic performance, all the high standards in

| the world will be window dressing

B8 Parental involvement. All the experts are
in agreement: Without involved parents, kids
are very unlikely to excel in school. Merely tak-
ing over a school system doesn’t by ®tself get
parents involved

School takeovers as a reform mechanism may
turn out to be a good idea. The evidence from
Chicago seems impressive

But I'm always suspicious of some idea that

| gets such wide acceptance and is so easy to pro

pose that it looks like the silver bullet du jour
Before we start rushing off to pass legislation
promote school takeovers, we'd better be sure
that we have a clear idea of just how thev are

o

going to work in practice

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper, He welcomes your com-
ments. either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@oeonline.com
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For Emergency Care
That is
State-of-the-Heart

al or other expert along with sur-
vivors will gather informally to offer
information and resources and
answer guestions.

The three women are convinced
from their own experiences that an
away-from-the-hospital support group
is important to help women through
diagnosis and recovery and, what
becomes a lifelong journey with
breast cancer. :

“I was lucky enough to have a little
support group of three women,” Nina
explained. Sadly, one just died. That

"was Joan Emde of Bloomfield Hills,

who pioneered a support group for
breast cancer patients at Beaumont
when she was diagnosed 15 years ago.
Her cancer recurred in 1993.

“Before Joan, we just whispered
about it (breast cancer),” Maggie says.
“She was just a light bulb in a room,”
Nina seconded. “It’s ironic that she
died just before this was happening.”

says a state wage hike will chiefly
help cooks, child care workers and
nursing home workers. Their bosses
serve a local economy and won't
skedaddle to Indiana or Arkansas to

| beat the minimum wage.

Unfortunately, the health care
industry isn’t exactly prosperous.
Health caregivers are under enor-
mous pressure from insurers to hold
down costs. A state-enforced wage

hike likely could backfire on the work-

ers it’s supposed to help.
Michigan has tinkered before with

| governmental help for the poor.

Remember when Michigan regulated
the daylights out of Friendly Bob
Adams and the small loan compa-
nies? Where are the storefront small
loan companies today? They're offer-

ing loans if you mortgage your house. |

This problem of raising wages has
to be approached gingerly, especially

All three credit Joan with laying
the groundwork for, program director
Dr. John Ingold for producing, and
former Ford Motor Co. CEO Donald
Peterson and his wife, Joanne, a
breast caneer survivor, for funding.

But its success also will be up to
those who seek its services and then
offer theirs. It has volunteer opportu-
nities for every skill and interest.

Although the workshop, which
requires advance registration, is near-
ly at it 370-person capacity, Maggie
said, “We have no idea how many will
show up” for the support group ses-
sions. They are optimistic. For those
who are recovering, “It’'s an opportu-
nity to give back. It’s part of the heal-
ing process,” according to Maggie.

Judith Doner Berne is a former
managing editor at the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers. You can get
more information on Sharing & Car-
ing by calling (888) 527-8582.

minimum wage: Move has historical precedent

else to pay the wages.

A compassionate, caring, warm-
and-fuzzy government has tried wage
floor and price controls for many cen-
turies. At the outset, I mentioned Dio-
cletian (284-313), one of the most
powerful Roman emperors.

In general history, Diocletian is
known for the last and bloodiest per-
secution of Christians. In economic
history, he is known for the first effort
to impose price controls on food, mili-
tary stores and wages. The penalties

| were death or deportation. Both per-
| secution and price controls were spec-

tacularly unsuccessful.

It’s touching to witness the House
Democrats’ effort to enshrine their
1999 Edict of Diocletian in the Michi-
gan Constitution.

Tim Richard reports on the local
implications of state and regional
events. His voice mail number is (734)
953-2047, Ext. 1881.

Stam -of-the-beart is St Mary Hospital's unique combination of
modern medical technology and the attentive personal care you've
come to expect from us

Our St Mary Hospital Emergency Center doctors are residency-trained
and board-certified in emergency medicine. They go out of their way 1o
explain procedures and diagnoses o patients and families

Our Urgent Care Center, for minor injuries and iliness, has 2
dedicated casting room and x-ray equipment to help take care of life's
linte emergencies quickly. And, if your condition tarns out 1o be more
serious, vou're already at a full-service hospital

the hospital
St. Mary Hospital Emergency Center. Emergency medicine that's
state-of-the-art and state-of-the-beart

G Voars S—

St. Mary Hospital
} 7 1wwe Mile Road

nia. M1 48154 -

RS 46d4-WEILL

In fact, the St. Mary Hospital Emergency Center can check the
state of your heart. Our new Chest Pain Evaluation Unit quickh
evaluates, tests and monitors your heart — without admitting you 1o

Physician Referral Service

Visw St Mary via Imternet

Mwm st o sila

Emergency Center

24 -howrs, 365 davy
Urgent Care
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Local reps assigned
House committee posts

When Rep. Chuck
Perricone, R-Kalama-
z00, ran for speaker of
the Michigan House,
he promised to spread
around the big jobs.
Perricone built up
spch a head of steam
t! e forced a Grand

ids candidate to
quit the race.

Last week Perricone
announced committee
assignments for
Republicans, who will
hold 58-52 control of
the House. Perricone
cut the number of
committees from 28 to
22 for more focused
operations, splitting
up the work of the old
Judiciary Committee.
Many of the new com-
mittees are two-
pronged, hence the
“&" in the name.

Here's how area
Republicans fared:

Nancy Cassis, R-

major plum, chair of Rep. Bob Brown

Tax Policy. Top item

on the GOP agenda

this year is paring the 4.4 percent personal income
tax to 3.9 over five years. She carried the ball for
the GOP when it was the minority party in 1997-8

“and is a Perricone favorite. She also has seats on

Energy & Technology, Family & Children Ser-
vices, and Senior Health.

Gerald Law, R-Plymouth — One of the House’s
senior members, he wasn't term-limited last year
because of a break in service, Law will chair the
Health Policy Committee. He will have seats on
Gaming & Casino Oversight, Insurance & Finan-
<cial Services, and Family & Civil Law.

Bruce Patterson, R-Canton - The former
Wayne County commissioner will be vice chair of
Constitutional Law & Ethics. He'll have seats on
Tax Policy and Conservation & Outdoor Recre-
ation.

Andrew Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills -
Riding high in his second term, he's majority floor
leader, in effect the traffic cop of the House agen-
da. He'll chair the House Oversight & Operations
Committee, an internal job, and be a member of
Employment Relations, Training & Safety and
Health Policy.

Laura Toy, R-Livonia — She landed on Appro-
priations, the budget committee, her first term.
She will be vice chair of the capital outlay subcom-
mittee (handling the new Hall of Justice project,

Madonna University sponsors blood drive

The American Red Cross will 10, in Madonna University's
be accepting blood donations 10 - Science Wing.
a.m to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9, Eligible donors must be at
and 2-8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb, least 17 years old. Walk-in

donors also are welcome. To
make an appointment, call the
Office of Student Life at (734)
432-5428.

Rep. Bruce Patterson

Rep. Elleen DeHart

Rep. Tom Kelly

Winter Clearance... Save up to $100

Now thru March 6th, when you buy any complete pair of glasses (lenses & frame), we'll give you your 2nd frame
free! On your 2nd pair, you only pay for your lenses. That's a savings of up to $100!
2nd frame from a select group. Ofler good thru 3/6/99 or while supplies last

among others); vice chair of welfare; and a mem-
ber of judiciary, handling the court budget. She’s a
former Schoolcraft College trustee, Livonia council
member and city treasurer.

Democrats

Here is how area Democrats fared:

Bob Brown, D-Dearborn Heights — He survived
the Republican tide last Nov. 3 but will have a
reduced role: Energy & Technology, Insurance &
Financial Services. (He's off Conservation.)

Eileen DeHart, D-Westland — She was speaker
pro tem last year and would have been in a posi-

Read the Appliance Doctor in At Home

tion of leadership had Democrats retained the BELLEVILE ROSEVILLE WALLED LAKE
House. Now she’ll’ be on House Oversight & Oper- 7540002008 313-387-8000 SNENN Lo winenld
ations (internally important) and Senior Health, m %"‘s m‘? ‘:_%
Security & Retirement as minority vice chair.
Tom Kelly, D-Wayne — In his third term, he'll gy SR o grimpoid i
Y Y ) 734-981-5820 616-238-2020 734-282-9500 248-666-3377
stay on Appropriations, the budget committee. CHEBOYGAN LAKE ORION SOUTH LYON WEST BLOOMFIELD"
Democrats didn't have their subcommittee assign- 5166275666 248-693-1380 248-437-T600 248-661-T075
ments at press time. CLARKSTON LVONA HEIGHTS WEST BLOOMFIELD
Ruth Ann Jamnick, D-Ypsilanti — Succeeding 248-620-1100 734-422-5855 810-939-1122 248-626-95%0
the prolific Kirk Profit, she’s a former township DEARBORN (FARLANE)  MADISON HEIGHTS STERLING NEIGHTS"* WESTLAND
treasurer and landed on Tax Policy and Trans- 3138828297 248-544-3290 810-977-6359 T34-427-5200
portation, Her district includes northern Washte- DEARBORN MELFORD STER. HGHTS. LAKESIDE” WOODHAVEN
naw County, bordering South Lyon, and she may 313-562-8000 248-804-1229 810-247-2940 734-675-4300
face major reapportionment changes. DETROIT OWO0SSO TAYLOR® WYANDOTTE
313-823-6888 517-725-7410 313-295-8727 734-282-1839
1 DETROIT LF HOSPITALY —PORT HURON ———————FALOR
313-8916-3226 B10-385-4000 734-287-4590 734-483-2100
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OUR HOME EQUITY PROGRAM s taking the burden ot

oa
can shrink your high-rate bills into one low monthly payment Or choose a home equity credit
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it of monthly bills. With a home equity loan,

and get some money now, then more later. Either way, there are no closing «
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tax deductible. And all the extra money in your pocket will be a pleasure to carry around. Visit any

banking office today or call toll-free 1-877-480-2345

gther programs “Prima for Lite” introductony APR appies through statement pariad ending 13 mo tofowing MGnth n whech your accoun! & opaned After Mat APR can change monthly dased on “Prime « 0% Prime” iy “Bank Prie

orporates ©1599 Muntington Bancshares Incorporated  Financial sanaces sce 1896 10CIL9CISC



http://www.optimeyesjxm

This angel
came dressed
as a student

ere you able to discover an

angel on your path over the

holidays? I was. He stumbled
right over me and I immediately
knew it. Only he came in the form of a
middle schooler. I'll call him Simon.

Simon joined a team of volunteers
one morning as we put on a pancake
breakfast fund-raiser, It was appar-
ent that he was énveloped in shyness,
as maybe many angels are, while he
stood against the wall with his head
down, wondering what was going to
be expected of him.

* We began to delegate responsibili-
ties and Simon ended up hanging
around Santa, who was seated in his
giant red chair graciously receiving
munchkins.

It was then that Simon noticed the
big glitch. The photographer who was
to click pics with a Polaroid had dis-
covered her camera was on the blink.
As she rushed out to the store in
search of a camera battery, something
happened.

Santa called me over and told me
that Simon had an idea. I approached
him to see him talking a mile a
minute. This was not the shy, reclu-
give Simon who I'd met only a short
time ago.

“Ya know,” he said, “I've been
watching the lady try to get the cam-
era to work and I think I know what's
wrong with it.”

He obviously didn’t think it was a
battery problem. With a deep breath

. and a silent prayer, I allowed Simon
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to take over as photographer.
If you know Polaroids, those little
3 ora hava
B Out of the  the ability to
comer of my  give you instant
e, | gratification or
eye, a sense of fail-
watched as ure when the
the little picture doesn’t
turn out, so I
angel worked | . G ..
_his magic crossed, know-
over in the ing that in a
minute or two
cornef. we'd kot

whether Simon
was onto some-
thing ... and indeed he was. Pictures
were coming out of the camera with
clarity and great color. I was delight-
ed; Simon was glowing. If I'm not mis-
taken, 1 saw his wings.

1 checked back a little later to sge if
he needed any help gluing the pic-
tures into little cardboard frames. He
shot back, “No, I've got everything
under control.”

I walked away, knowing full well he
was right.

The rest of the morning moved
along flawlessly. Mayors, judges,
state representatives, school board
and city council members worked the
tables literally and figuratively. All of
the volunteers helped raise more than
$1,500 for the food bank. We were
very pleased with the number of peo-
ple who joined us for the breakfast to
support such a worthy cause.

Out of the corner of my eye, 1
watched as the little angel worked his
magic over in the corner. I heard him
comment to someone that he thought
he might be a photographer when he
grew up. I could certainly see why.

Afterwards, as Simon and Mwere
walking out of the building together, I
told him I wouldn't mind giving him a
ride home so that I could come to the
door and tell his mom what a star he
had been.

He liked the idea and added: “Ya
know, I think I would like to con-
tribute to the food bank, too. This
looks like a good thing. So when we
get to my house, I'll give you some

money.

What he didn't know was that [ was
the winner that day as I watched the
transformation from a shy, uncom-
fortable boy to an angel. He earned
his wings, and I just hope that nobody
ever clips them.

Jacque Martin-Downs is the coordi-
nator of the Family Resource Center
in Westland and has a private coun-
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Togethemess: Terri Fata takes time to play a game with her 4-year-old daughter, Kristi, before
: - class begjns at Holy Trinity Tiny Tots Preschool in Livonia.
Let learning begin i hool
BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI being detected was a big drawing adults available, explained Barbara “I have found that teachers can
SPECIAL WRITER card for Tiny Tots, she added. Morrison, Tiny Tots director. If have all the degrees in the world, but
g = ild that firs The anxiety that sometimes comes there's more time for the children to if they can’t key down to the chil-
etting o of your child thet B with placing a chmd-fm s prEREHGO IHCBTaCT Wl RTVNSFUY more vy ey Mot BTSRRI
marking the first steps away from Program is common, especially for ‘time for the adults to provide a lov- Mullins said. “If they can't be at the
o ol G parents who are doing it for the first ing atmosphere. . children’s level, the children aren’t
After a lot of time and research, time. In many ways, parents have to  Fata's anxiety levels about sending 80ing to bemefit.”
Kendra and Michael Weiss found a make a bigger adjustment to the Kristi to preschool were lower than An open-door policy also lets par-
preschool for their daughter, Shelby. change than their children. other first-time moms, because her ents know that the preschool has
But it wasn't easy. One of the reasons Terri Fata older daughter, Nicolette, 8, also nothing to hide and seeing the same
“Tt's a little gut-wrenching,” the © i iny Tots. The Westland teachers and aides on a regular basis
Livonia mother said. “As a new mom, ~daughter, Kristi, was that she likes . mom said she looked for programs makes everyone feel tore &t ease,
you want to make the right deci- the high teacher-child ratio in the that concentrated on play time and MSTrr;m,added‘ foeling that
sions.” classrooms. There are six children to socialization skills and not so much .. ;;e s i“i‘g’e e mt% e o
In September, when Shelby begins every adult at Tiny Tots, which is a on the academics. :oxlzt'me :n: eigimﬁﬁreﬁ:nwe e ?ame,, :
attending Holy Trinity Tiny Tots higher ratio than what is required. “It’s important to me that there's a ye o0 g ery ore’s fa rmh:yr fac{:’s
Preschool in Livonia, it will be the The State of Michigan Department lot of caring,” Fata added. i Lk forv‘v ot o skl Sk Abe
first time the Weisses have left her of Consumer and Industry Services Parents who screen preschools ok ygood-b e to mom. If there is a ki
with someone other than family or Bureau of Regulatory Services man- sometimes have specific questions ofyturnove: (among staff), that would
“yery, very close friends,” Weiss dates child care centers provide one and know what they want. Others 1 5 14 flag for parents 3
i Shelby will be 3 when she adult for every 10 children in class- have an instinctual feeling about the :
starts school. ; rooms with 2 1/2-3-year-olds. One surroundings. Fata, for instance, said Evaluating programs
“It's up to the parent to research it adult must be present for every 12 that as soon as she walked into Tiny Parents should also evaluate
enough to make sure they'll take care children in classrooms with 4-5-year- Tots, she immediately liked the whether the program focuses on
of their child - taking them to the olds, according to Joseph Webster, atmosphere and the teachers, socialization and kindergarten readi-
~ bathroom and understanding their . bureau director. Michelle Mullins, director of Begin- ~ ness skills and which area they want
 needs,” Weiss said. : A = ners Inn in Canton, recommends to emphasize, according to Dr. Bess
A one-way glass window that Time to interact that parents look for cleanliness in Kypros, Madonna University director
allows parents to observe their chil- Children have more time to inter- the schools. And be sure the teachers
dren while they are in class without act with adults when there are more can relate well with the children. Please see PRESCHOOL, B3
(Guides for finding the right program
The National Association for group recommends asking caregivers: 8 Are the indoor and outdoor spaces for children
the Education of Young Children @ Do children receive the individual attention, safe and free of hazards? Look for things like
recommends visiting several dif- warmth and understanding that you would protected stairways and windows, safety caps
ferent pl;eschools in your area to like for your child? on electrical outlets and a fenced-in outdoor
determine what kind of pro- ® Are the children happy and playing with each space that is free of debris.
B P o o R e e e e
[} X . - sheives an okcases, secure and stable so
El:porz]anltj)::cg;dmg :’0 Parent Soup F_,ducatlon B Do caregivers recognize when a child is sad or that they canmot tip over?
ontral. ample amounts of active learn- upset or excited? Do they refrain from embar- ; . 3
ing, such as outdoor playing games as well as rassing ar y child? M Are toys and equipment clean and in good
quiet learning, such as reading stories or doing @ Is discipline h d'l di it P repair?
puzzles. I SREEDTHNS SORERC A A RS ot 8 Are there written procedures for securing
Here’s a checklist of some of the questions that B Do the caregivers participate in training SRS
opportunities in child care/child development? Please see GUIDES, B3
Preschools off ts plenty of choices
Preschools come in all shapes and sizes, so to  $115 and $165 per month. B Red Bell Preschool, 44661 W. Ann Arbor
speak, and can be found through western Wayne B Little Tots, 49821 W. Five Mile, Plymouth, Trail, Plymouth, {734) 453-5520.
County. . (734) 420-9028. . Hours are 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. for children ages
Many are coopératives and depend on parents to Hours are 7 am. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday for 2%12. Family owned since 1957, it offers
operate, Some are affiliated with established ages 3 mofiths w5 years. 1 : S, U
schools and others are based in centers that also based and encourages development of the whole service for six schools and a summer camp
offer day care. : child. The enrollment fee is $65. - ® Country Corners, 10980 Ford, Superior
Preschools which responded the Observer's @ Little Tots of Plymouth, 12401 Ridge Township, (734) 482-5096.
for information include: Road, Plymouth, (734) 459-9494. Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m Monday-Friday
B Fun Factory Preschool, 45201 N. Territo-  Hours are 7 a.m. to 6 p.A. Monday-Friday for for children ages 2%5 The program is taught by
rial, Plymouth, (734) 254-0054. ages 12 months to 5 years. The program is play- certified teachers and features small class sizes,
Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday based and encourages development of the whole :";‘sp;‘““ and farm animals. The enroliment fee
for 3-5-year-olds. Dynamic activity- based and child. It is committed to a partnership between the o
developmentally appropriate activities, with 30- home and the center in which there is ongoing 8 Rainbow Rascals Learning Center, 47300
minute music on Fridays. Class size is 16- communication for the benefit of the child. The Port, Plymouth, (734) 485-3761.
24 children, with degreed teachers. Costs gre $85, enrollment fee is $65. T “Ploase see DIRECTORY, Bi
3 : ] e e ——
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Hours are 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday-Friday for children ages
6 weeks to prekindergarten. The
program is 8 hands-on and
developmentally appropriate.
The staff/child ratio is 1:4 with a
maximum of eight children in
the class, 1:4 for toddlers with a
maximum of 12 in the class and
1:10 for preschool and pre-
kindergarten. There is a $50 reg-
istration fee and security deposit

# Kindermusik at Village
Music, 130 E. Liberty, Ply-
mouth, (734) 354-9825.

Kindermusik is a family-ori-
ented educational experience of
singing, movement, social and
listening skills and more. Class-
e8,(45 minutes to one hour one
day per week) are available for
newborns through children age
7. Tuition ranges from $110 to
$135 plus material fees.

B Plymouth Christian
Preschool, a division of Ply-
mouth Christian Academy,
43065 Joy Road, Canton,
(734) 459-3505, Ext. 124
(preschool and elementary)
or Ext. 120 (early childhood
coordinator’s office).

Programs are available for
children ages 3-5 and provide
hands-on learning in a loving
Christian environment. A half-
day preschool program - Tues-
day and Thursday for 3-year-olds
and Monday, Wednesday and
Friday for 4-year-olds — is avail-
able, however, no extended day
care is available on site.
Preschool classes are 8-10:45
am. or 11:40 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.
Begindergarten for children who
tarn 5 during the summer or fall
and aren’t developmentally
ready for a full kindergarten pro-
gram meets 11:30 a.m. to 2:25
p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day. Enrollment fees are $20 for
preschool and $25 for beginder-
garten.

| Plymouth-Canton
Montessori, 45245 Joy Road,
Canton, (734) 459-1550.

Hours are 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday-Friday year-round for
children ages 2%-6. The school
offéers a Montessori preschool
with full day care. Instruction
includes French and music, with
field trips and in-house pro-

grams as extras,

B Academic Gardens, 104
N. Main St., Plymouth, (734)
453-7744.

Hours are 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday-Friday with structured
preschool’ programs 8:30-11:30
a.m. daily for 3- and 4-year-olds,
kindergarten and beginder-
garten. Parents can choose from
two-five-day programs. Saturday
family field trips and family
meetings are optional. Registra-
tion fee is $50 plus a deposit of
one week's tuition.

B P.C.E.P. Kiddie Kampus,
Plymouth Canton High
School, 8415 Canton Center
Road, Canton, (734) 416-2937.

The program is for 4-year-olds
(as of Dec. 1). Two-hour morning
and afternoon sessions are avail-
able twice a week and there is
one three-day-a-week session.
The curriculum is designed as a
positive, prekindergarten experi-
ence and recognizes the child as
a person. High school students
enrolled in early childhood class-
es assist certified elementary
teachers. The program is open to
Plymouth-Canton residents.
Enrollment of 20 children per
class begins in March for the fall
semester. Cost is $330 or $515
per 15-week semester.

B PLUS Preschools (Ply-
mouth-Canton Community
Schools), 650 Church St., Ply-
mouth, (734) 416-6190.

Hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday-Friday for 3- and 4-
year-olds. Among its programs
are Head Start for 3-year-olds,
school readiness and Head Start
for 4-year-olds The fee is $14 per
day or free for eligible children.

B Northville Montessori
Center, 15709 Haggerty,
between Five and Six Mile,
Northville.

Affiliated with the American
Montessori Society and the
Michigan Montessori Society,
the center offers half-day and
full-day sessions, summer camp
and extended hours for working
parents whose children attend
the school. The curriculum
includes activities in practical
living, sensorial experiences,
language, mathematics, music,
art and physical education.

B Children’s World Learn-

ing Centers, 211 N. Lilley,
Canton, (734) 981-1158; 7437
Sheldon Road, Canton, (734)
459-288, and 38880 W. Six
Mile, Livonia, (734) 591-2083.

Hours ‘are 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday-Friday for children ages
1-12. The centers recently intro-
duced an enhanced preschool
program for 2-3-year-olds, cailed
Pathways Preschool. It uses the
DLM Early Childhood Program
curriculum from McGraw-Hill
and addresses the physical,
intellectual, emotional and social
aspects of young children to pro-
vide a solid foundation for future
academic success and lifelong
skills. Tuition is $129 per week.

H Rosey’s Romper Room,
5840 Canton Center Road,
Canton, (734) 416-1580.

Hours are 6:30 a.m..to 6 p.m.
Monday-Friday for children ages
6 weeks to 12. The center offers
child care, preschool, latch key
and a private kindergarten (class
size of 15). Enrollment fee is $40,

® Suburban Children’s Co-
op Nursery, 36500 Ann Arbor
Trail, Livonia, (734) 421-6169.

Hours are 9:15 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Monday, Wednesday and
Friday September through May.
Classes have one teacher, one
teacher's aide and four adults.
Class sizes are 12 children for 2-
year-old program (parents
attend each class), 18 children
for 3-year-old class and 21 chil-
dren for 4-year-old class. There
is a $20 registration fee, $2
application fee and $21 (age 2),
$35 (age 3) and $48 (age 4)
monthly fees. An open house will
be held 6-7 p.m. Wednesday,
March 31.

B St. Paul’s Preschool, St.
Paul’s Presbyterian Church,
27475 Five Mile, Livonia,
(734) 422-1470.

Classes for 4-year-old are 9:15-
11:45 a.m. or 12:15-2:45 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
and 9:15-11:45 a.m. Tuesday and
Thursday for 3-year-olds. A 3-4-
year-old class is 12:15-2:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday (children
must be 3 years old by Dec. 1 of
the current year or age 4
between July 1 and Dec. 1 of the
current year and previously
enrolled in a preschool program).
There is a $25 nonrefundable
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Open a
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old program. Program includes
science, art, mathematics, large
and small muscle centers, indoor
and outdoor play and snacks.
The school is currently accepting
applications for the 1999-2000
school year. An open house will
be held 6:30-8 p.m. Monday, Feb.

enrollment fee required at regis-
tration and an annual $25 spe-
cial programs fee.

The preschool is a ministry to
young children and encourages
growth in the physical, emotion-
al, intellectual, social and spiri-
tual areas. There is a maximum

of 20 children per class. . 15.

M Holy Trinity Tiny Tots B Christ Our Savior Early
Preschool, 39020 Five Mile, Childhood, 14175 Farmington
Livonia, (734) 464-0211. Road, Livonia (784) 513-8413.

Hours are 7 a.m, to 6 p.m.
Monday-Friday for children age
18 months to 8 years. Full and
half-day toddler care for 18
months-3-year-olds is available
Monday-Friday, preschool
(mixed age classes and must be
toilet-trained) 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Monday-Friday for children ages
3-5 and day car 7 am. to 6 p.m.
Monday-Friday for toddlers anc
preschoolers (children enrolled
in day care attend preschool in
the mornings). A kindergarten
program will besoffered in the
fall.

The Christian program (reli-
gion is taught) helps children

An open house will be held
3:30-5:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 4.
Registration for 3- and 4-year-
old children for the 1999-2000
school year will be 9 a.m. to noon
Monday, March 1.

B Mother Hubbard Nurs-
ery School, St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church, 16360
Hubbard, Livonia, (734) 421-
84567.

Hours are 9:15-11:30 a.m.
Monday and Wednesday for 4-
year-olds and 9:15-11:15 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday for 3-
year-olds. Class size is limited to
22 students for 4-year-old pro-
gram and 18 student for 3-year-

learn and provides lots of hands-
on experience. There is a $35
nonrefundable registration fee
and $40 nonrefundable materi-
als fee. Toddler fees are $32 per
day or $17 per half day, weekly
preschool fees are $180 per
month (five days), $144 (four
days), $108 (three days) and $72
(two days). Day care fees are
$123.75 per week, $27.50 per full
day, $15 per half day and $3.50
per hour drop-in rate.

® Livonia Cooperative B
Learning Tree Child Care
Center, 9501 Henry Ruff,
Livonia, (734) 525-5767.

Hours are 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday for children ages
6 weeks to 13. Nationally accred-
ited, the center offers a school
atmosphere with separate class-
rooms, large, enclosed play-
grounds, before and after school
program with transportation,
low child-staff ratio and all-
inclusive no additional fees for
home-cooked meals, field trips or
transportation. Enrollment fee is
$45.

Five generations

granddaughter Dorothy Erin Francis, born Nov, 12.

Get-together: The holidays were a good time for Peter J. Haag (seated) of Livo-
nia tp gather with five generations of his family. Present were daughter Eileen
Murphy of Livonia (standing, from left), grandson Gerald Murphy of
Brighton, great-granddaughter Erin Francis of Farmington and great.great-
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BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER *
n@oe.h net

You could say “the joint is
jumpin’” when talking about
upeoming events at Temple Bap-
tist Church. Friday night’s per-
formance by Bryan Duncan is
just the start of what will be a
busy few months at the Ply-
mouth Township church.

This is the fourth time Duncan
has performed at Temple Bap-
tist. His last was with Crystal
Lewis and Anointed as part of
the Big Voice Tour. He will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan.
29, at the church, 49555 N. Ter-
ritorial Road. :

“Bryan has the sweetest
voice,” said Wayne Kurtycz, who
does singles and outreach events
at the church. “He has a very
soulful style and is a very accom-
plished artist with lots of hits
and awards.”

A founding member of the "70s

“Jesus Music” group Sweet Com-
fort Band, Duncan became a
mainstay on contemporary
Christian radio’s pioneer sta-
tions with his unique vocal
styling.

When the group disbanded in
1984, he established himself as
one of Christian music’s most
talented vocalists, releasing
nine solo projects that have
yielded more than a dozen num-
ber one hits. His 10th solo pro-
ject is “Blue Skies” on Myrrh.

He has captured six Dove
Award- nominations - Male
Vocalist of the Year in 1994,
1995 and 1996, Contemporary
Album of the Year and Recorded
Music Packaging of the Year,
both in 1995 for “Slow Revival.”
He also was Christian Research
Report's Male Vocalist of the
Year and Album of the Year
("Merey”) in 1993.

Coming to town on Saturday,
Feb. 13, will be Mark Lowry and

’

NEW VOICES

Donald French Jr. and
Katie Dest of Wayne announce
the birth of Dylan Robert Sept.
30 at the Birthing Center of Gar-
den City Hospital. Grandparents
are Paul and Debra Dest of
Westland, Roberta Leadbetter of
Canton and Donald French of
Wayne.

Joshua and Amy Begarow-
icz of Belleville announce the
birth of Mariah Felicity Oct. 6
at the Birthing Center of Garden
City Hospital. She joins a broth-
er, Joshua Ray, 1, and a sister,
Lea Nicole, 3 1/2. Grandparents
are Matt and Pat Porter and
Don and Cindy Begarowicz, all of
Westland,

David and Christine Deets
of Bartlett, Ill., announce the
birth of Breanna Lauren May
4 at Northwest Community Hos-
pital in Arlington Heights, 1l
Grandparents are Kosta and
Anna Vasiloff of Westland and
Ronald and Emily deets of Man-

* tiowoe, Wis. Great-grandmothers

are Mary Vasiloff of Harrow,
Ontario, Canada, and Goldi
Deets of Kellnersville, Wis.

Jason and Nikki Saal of
Chesapeake, Va., formerly of
Westland, announce the birth of
Madison Taylor Aug. 27 at
Oakwood Hospital in Dearborn.
Grandparents are Dave and
Kathy Nagel of Westland and
Bob and Lynne Saal of Sterling
Heights. Great-grandmothers
are Della Zebrowski of Bad Axe,
Mich., and Helen Merta of Tren-
ton.

Rachel Kirby of Westland
announces the birth of Alexyss
Ragquel Oct. 8 at the Birthing
Center of Garden City Hospital.
Grandparents are Robert and
Sandy Kirby and Pamela Marsh,
all of Dearborn.

Jeff and Kellie Arnold
announce the birth of Jason
Gary Oct. 2 at Botsford Hospi-
tal, Farmington Hills. He joins a
brother, Kyle, 2. Grandparents
are Larry and Joyce Arnold and
Gary and Geri Silver, all of Can-
ton.

Jeff and Carrie Lewis of
Wayne announce the birth of
Breanna Lynn Oct. 9 at the
Birthing Center of Garden City
Hospital. She joins two brothers,
Brandan, 4, and Brody, 2.
Grandparents are Mary Lou
Walker, Curt Walker, Mary
Lewis and Barry Lewis, all of
Westland.

Ben and Diane Porritt of
Plymouth announce the births of
Sierra Joy and Mariah Kim
Oct. 30 at Providence Hospital in
Southfield. They join sisters Bri-
anna Jill, 6, and Kayleigh Joan,
1. Grandparents are Douglas
and Ann Harvey of Rockford and
Anna Porritt of Alto, Mich.

Frank and Suzanne
Celeskey of Livonia announce
the birth of Aaron Christian-
Michael Oct. 11 at St. Mary
Hospital in Livonia. He joins a
brother, Ryan, 15, and a sister,
Lauren, 11. Grandparents are Al
and Jean Meredith of Northville
and Muriel Celeskey of Dear-
born. Great-grandmother is
Derna Zeppa of Redford.

Travis Merritt Sr. and Sta-
cie Smith of Westland
announce the births of Lyla

Bryan Duncan

Anthony Burger for a 7 p.m. con-
cert at Temple. Kurtycz
describes Lowry as the premier
Christian comedian, while Burg-
er is “the foremost piano player.”

“He has amazing talent,” said
Kurtycz.of Burger. “You can't sit
down when he’s done. You want
to stand up and applaud the guy.

ts, conferences, Vox Cafe

Mark Lowry

His fingers are on fire.”

A young start

Lowry got his break at age 10
while on a family vacation in
Nashville during the National
Quartet Convention. A friend
arranged a spot on a show for
him and after singing one song,

Preschool ;.. ....::

he landed a recording contract.
He went on to record two
albums, including one backed by
the London Symphony Orches-
tra.

In 1988, he landed a spot on
the Christian Artists Music Sem-
inar in Estes Park, Colo., where
Bill Gaither and representatives
of Word Records saw his perfor-
mance and each made him an
offer. He accepted both.

He joined the Gaither Vocal
Band and signed a solo recording
contract with Word. His Word
debut, “For The First Time on
Planet Earth,” was released in
1988.

“He’s been here at Temple as a
solo act and with Bill Gaither,”
said Kurtycz. “He’s the premier
Christian comedian and
extremely funny.”

Tickets for the two concerts
can be purchased by credit card
by calling Tickets Plus at (800)
585-3737 or at 9:30 and 11:15

s
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a.m. Sundays and 7 pim.
Wednesdays at the Temple Bap:"
tist Bookstore in the chureh,”
North Territorial Road west of
Also coming in February i 8
Elisabeth Elliott who will con~.
duct a seminar 9 a.m. to 3 p.mw:
Saturday, Feb. 20, at the chureh.
One of Christendom's most able’
and articulate writers, Elliost-
will talk about the omnipotence .
of love in her seminar for both
men and women. -
Married three times and wid
owed twice, Elliott is the author-
of “Liberty of Obedience,” “HoW
to Overcome Loneliness,” “Quest"
for Love” and “The Mark of-d"
Man.” SR
“Any time she comes to toWwm -
it's a big thing” said Kurty@
“She’s a successful author afid
speaker. Many people know Her:
name because of her late hus-

%%
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of child development/early child-
hood education. Preschool is the
foundation of what will happen
in first grade and throughout the
child’s education.

“We firmly believe in well-pre-
pared child care providers,”
Kypros said. “There are some
places that hire people right off
the street.”

Other preschools require their
teachers have educational back-
grounds. Kypros also recom-
mends that parents look for toys
and activities that will grab the
children’s attention and stimu-
late their minds.

“The public is beginning to
find out about brain develop-
ment,” Kypros said. “There’s

nthing that will substitute for -

interaction between an adult
and a child. I'm sorry our coun-
try pays child care so little.”
Kypros said that if she were
looking for a preschool she would
find a program that fosters
growth and development of chil-
dren while they work and play.
Children should be given
choices at play centers. The pro-
gram, she said, should include a
small group time, time for the
child to play alone and only a
few big group settings. %

“The focus I see is teaching the
child language skills, social
skills and how to understand
their world,” Kypros said. “The
staff should be planning for the

Marie-and Lucas Ofmmerg,ghildrenq allowing them to solve

ritt Oct. 19 at the Birthing Cen-
ter of Garden City Hospital.
They join a brother, Travis Jr.,
16 months. Grandparents are
Keith and Sandy Merritt of
Maysville, Ky., and Judy Hay-
ward of Westland.

themselves.

“You can see when the staff
really enjoys the children,” she
said. “You can quickly see the
equipment and you can quickly
see the building, but I think you
have to spend a little more time
to observe the staff. You can see
the difference between someone
off the street and someone who
is trained.”

Also, the preschool staff should
be aware of the student's family.
This is especially important if
there is a family crisis and emo-

tional support is needed.

While money and. logistics are
often some of the top concerns
when choosing a preschodl,
Kypros warns parents to be leery
about bargain tuition rates.

“If you think you're saving
money by going to a cheaper one,
I don't think you always are in
the long run,” she said.

And, she warns, try not to rate
your child's preschool based on
the type of projects that are
brought home.

“Parents love these little art
projects and they think they're

G“ides from page B1

getting their money’s worth,” she
said. -

Kypros read from a poem.
about preschoolers to emphasize
that point: “I bring something
home every day. Sometimes, it is
in my hands, sometimes, it is in-
my head, and sometimes, it is in.
my heart.”

“Teachers develop things in a
child’s head, sometimes in their.
hearts and sometimes in their
hands,” Kypros added.

background checks on new
caregivers?

B Is there an adult responsible
for receiving children when
they arrive each day?

B Will your child be released to
another person only if you
have given written permis-
sion?

#@ Do you hear adults in the pro-
gram giving praise and
encouragement to children to

enhance their self-confidence?

B Do the care givers help the
children learn from a variety
of activities?

B Can children reach the toilet
and sink easily and safely?

B Will the caregiver provide you
with information on a regular
basis about your child’s activi-
ties and progress?

B Were you encouraged to visit
and observe the program at

r

any time while your child ig

participating?

Parent Soup Education Center.
can be found online at www.par-
entsoup.com and the NAEYE

can be found online at!
www.childsday.com.
For resources from the

NAEYC write: NAEYC, 1509.
16th St., NW, Washington<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>