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Drive-by
shooting

* htip

Early gift:
Santa hands a
plush reindeer
to Britney
Beaudin, 6, of
Canton. Brit-
ney was one of
the winners in

the stuffed ani-
eaves 1 |-«
. is a regular

part of Mon-

=] = day’s township

injured |G

‘ lighting cere-

mony.

B Police are investigating

the third -related inci-

dent in a Canton mobile

home park during the last

two weeks. A 20-year-old
Livonia man is the latest
victim.

BY VALERIE OLANDER
STAFF WRITER

An Internet connec-
tion with two girls
from Canton resulted
in a shooting at Holi-
day Estates Mobile
Home Park that seri-
ously injured a 20-year-old Livonia

734 Area Code
B Optional Dialing Period
begins Dec. 13, 1997

B Required Dialing Period
begins July 25, 1998

!
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Lighten up, it’s Christmas!

chance to see one of their own light
the tree and a slew of family activi-
ties including music, ice carving,
clowns, face-painting, hay and train
rides. And oh, yes, a visit with the
jumbo-sized, man in the traditional
red suit, who spent the better part of
two hours fielding gift requests and

The attempted homicide is the third
gun-related incident at a Canton trail-
er park in the past two weeks,
although Sunday morning’s shooting is
not connected with the other two,
police believe.

Sunday’s victim, Thomas Esch of
Livonia, is recovering at St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital after being shot in the
lower back with a 12-gauge shotgun

longer. It’s beginning to feel like
Christmas in Canton.

Some 250 residents — heavily domi-
nated by those young enough to still
believe in Santa Claus — turned out
in moderate weather Monday for the
tree lighting ceremony at the Canton
administration building.

Information, please: Area
code change is coming to
western Wayne County
this Saturday. There will
be a seven-month transi-
tional time before the new

BY TEDD SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER

rst, the snow starts sticking.
Then, the township’s official
Christmas Tree goes bright on

Monday. (Last week’s brief “test
runs” don’t count, according to knowl-

area code, 734, must be about 4 a.m. edgeable sources.) , What they got was magically brief
used in certain Esch underwent emergency surgery There’s just no way around it any remarks from local dignitaries, a ~Plcase see LIGHTEN UP, A4
exchange&/A7 “Ploase see SHOOTING, A2 = :
% , 2 .
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between class- ! by one camera operator at the back of
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It's last call for the Plymouth-Can-
ton Observer Cheer Club.

Qur deadline for accepting dona-
tions is 8 p.m. Friday. That's when
the Salvation Army truck will roll up
and take your contributions to the
Plymouth Salvation Army facility.

They'll distribute the items to
m people in Plymouth, Canton and

We'd like to send out a big thank you
to folks who've dropped off gifts for the
needy, since we kicked off the Cheer

‘and Emily Swanson of Canton, Loyal
and Florence Alaniva of Dearborn
Peggy and Chris Soave of Ply-

Shirley
ship, Cindy Martin of Canton, C.C.
Sovine of Canton, Tommy Neal of Ply-
mouth, the Day family of Plymouth,
Plymouth, Ellen

in Plymouth, during normal business
hours.

The idea is to make Christmas spe-
cial for everybody — not just the lucky
families where mom and dad have
plenty to spend.

8o if you're out doing your Christmas
shopping and have a few minutes to
look for another toy, or maybe a gift of
warm clothing - a new hat, scarf or
gloves ~ your thoughtfulness will be
appreciated.

When you bring your donation by our
office, we'll ask yot to leave your name
and city/township of residence.

That's because we like to print
donors’ names in the paper, while the
Cheer Club drive is on. But you can be
an anonymous donor, if you prefer.

So Happy Holidays! And please keep
our Cheer Club in mind.

STary PROTO 87 Bl BREsLER
lce time: The action is non-stop around the Erie Otters’ goal
during the Plymouth Whalers game last Saturday at year-
old Compuware Arena. For a story and photos on the local
Ontario Hockey League team and its fans, please turn to
page A13 in today's Observer.
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Shooting ;..... .

to' remove the bullet, which
lodged in his chest. He is listed
in.stable condition, according to
police. A hospital spokesperson
the family requested that no
information be released on his
condition.
The two men allegedly respon-

sible for the drive-by shooting

. were in 35th District
Court Monday and are being
held in Wayne County Jail on

. $1D,000 bond.

Timethy Scott, 26, of Westland
was charged with assault with
intent to commit murder and
Edward Boldon of Detroit, 19,
was charged with assault with
intent to murder and felony
firearm use. .

Esch and his friend, Patrick
McVeigh, 20, met the two Can-
ton girls through the Internet
and were going to their home at
Holiday Estates on Geddes, west
of Canton Center Road, said
Canton Police spokesman

One of the girls allegedly told

McVeigh that.ea dark-colored

Ford Ranger or Thunderbird

would be outside her mobile

home, police reported.

According to what McVeigh
told police, he saw a dark-colored
Thunderbird at Hemlock and
Orchard and circled around the
trailer park As he neared the
car again, McVeigh saw the pas-
senger step out of the car, then
he heard the gunshot. Esch said
he was hit.

MecVeigh sped off, calling 911
on his cellular phone.

The two suspects, Scott and
Boldon, were friends of the two
girls, said Shemanske.

Police officers on a domestic
violence call at Sherwood Village

spotted the fleeing THunderbird

as it headed eastbound on Michi- .

gan Avenue. The men were
apprehended - at the I[-275
entrance ramp.

Officers found a 12-gauge shot-
gun on eastbound Michigan
Avenue, west of Haggerty, The
gun was in two pieces after
apparently being thrown from
the car window, police said.

Henry Moore, president of the
Northwest Homeowners Associa-
tion, said he heard the shot at
neighboring Holiday Estates
Sunday morning.

“There’s a lot of crime in there.
We've had problems with B & Es
and theft. It's the same thing at
Sherwood Village and West-
pointe Manor,” he said.

Moore would like to see polloe
put a substation for an anti-

‘crime task force in the trailer

parks.

At Canton Commons, a subsi-

dized housing complex, a full-
time police officer is assigned to
the complex through a federal
grant.

Correctional officer David

Martell, 21, was killed in an

ambush at Sherwood Village on
Nov. 19 and a barricaded gun-
man attempted to seek revenge
against Martell's alleged killers
at Westpointe Mobile Home
Park on Nov. 25.

No one has yet been arrested
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Holiday serenade

At Newcomers’ party: Members of the East Middle School Choir s
holiday selections last week during the Canton Newcomers annua
Hawthorne Valley Country Club.

ing their opening number in a concert of
I Christmas dinner last week at

STAPF PHOTO BY BILL BRESLER

cablecaSts from page Al

Board and 50 said they watched
special community events. The
survey is based on 242 respon-
dents of 1,000 surveys that were
handed out. Of the 242 surveyed,
88 percent subscribed to cable
television.

“The meetings will not be live,

Horse Liniment
Eases Arthritis
Pain

TH-Rx
that

F:“ nhoboa*udbyallul-
800-729-8446. o197 PeC
ARTH-Rx is available locally at:
BEYERS FRIENDLY DRUGS
1100 Ann Arbor Rd.  Plymouth
453-4400
FAIRLAND PHARMACY
14888 Levan Rd. Livonia
983-0998

Or ot your local -

-

TheY octlally
ineeose -

they'll.be what we call live to
tape and that mears we're not
going to (edit),” said Zuchlewski.

Farmington and Novi have
similar audio and video equip-
ment set up in their board rooms
and cablecast live. Canton does-
n't have the capability to broad-
cast live since its cable studio is
at the Summit. Fiberoptic lines
would have to be tied in with

township hall, said Zuchlewski.

The renovation of the board
room is set to begin in mid-Jan-
uary.

The largest expense, $53,973,
is for the installation of four
robotic cameras. The bid was
awarded to Roscor Corporation.

Thalner Electronic Laborato-
ries was awarded a bid of
$12,243 to update the existing

audio system, install new micro-
phones, electrical panels and
additional speakers.

A third bid was awarded to
Dugan Building Company for
$47,256 to install new cabinets,
electrical work and miscella-
neous renovations to prep the
room for cablecasting.

PCEP students in math competition

Thirteen students from Ply-
mouth-Canton's Educational
park have qualified for the sec-
ond part of the 41st Annual
Michigan Mathematics Prize
Competition sponsored by the
Michigan Section of the Mathe-
matical Association of America.

Students qualifying from Can-
ton High School are: Michael
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Roberson, Prabhat Bhama,
Vishal Sharma, Peter Wierzbins-
ki David Chamulak and Samip
Mallick. Salem High School
qualifiers are: Matthew Bright,
Brian Overmars, Jeremy Martin,
Wayne Fung, Katie McClain,

Adil Azeez and Erin Lang.

Students qualified for Part II
by placing among the top 6 per-
cent of about 16,000 partici-
pants in an examination given at
aver 360 schools across state last
October.
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Joint celebrations of its 75th Anniversary and the new building. You {|/[|
may choose to support either the adukt or youth book collection with |

your donation of $25. Library staff will select the title, and a 1| ||
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Address

7 Clity, State, Zip—————
Phone
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men’s semi-annual
clothing and shoe

clearance

| save on tallored suits,
jackets, trousers and shoes

|

20

29

!

holiday
dressing

clearance

save on the latest new looks
for holiday glamour

Off ...

on select merchandise

original prices
| on select merchandise

Select from top names, including: Choose from a wide selection, including:

e Gowns, cocktail dresses and separates

e Satin, stretch velvet, burn-outs, lace
and beads

e Ms. J, Misses, Designer, Petites and
Clairewood, for the fuller figure woman

Hart Schaffner & Marx
Ralph by Ralph Lauren
Valentino U'omo
Austin Reed

Signoreé

Johnston & Murphy
Mezlan

Hugo Boss
Cole-Haan

and more

Jacobson!

Rochester
(248) 651-6000

Livonia
(313) 591-7696

Birmingham
(248) 644-6900

HOLIDAY HOURS: MON - SAT 10-9 « SUN 10-7 i

Open a Jacobson's charge or purchau a gift certificate for $100 or more and receive your ;pocinl gift.

Complimentary Gift Box Wrap
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Warm-up act:
Clowns amused
kids (and adults)
inside the admin-
istration building
before and after
the tree lighting.

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1997

Senate package would move school elections to Novembet

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

School elections would be held in
November instead of June under a
package of bills awaiting state Senate
action.

“It will dramatically increase voter

B ‘it will dramatically increase voter participation.’

Loren Bennett
—state senator

package. “Voter turnout needs to be
increased, and we must ensure that vot-

unless there's a major controversy,
rarely more than 15 or 20 percent.

ments crowd the ballot.

At last count, Michigan has 555 K-12
school districts and 57 intermediate dis-
tricts (sometime called county service
areas). They held 1,074 millage elec-
tions in 1994 and 641 in 1995.

The bills would:

B Require that school elections be

-
the hands of cities and townships.
longer would school districts conddet
them or have to pay for them, In sofne
areas, voters would go to their cityr
township precincts for all elections, ndt

_a separate school precinct. .
To municipal clerks’ worries that
their election burden would be

ntroduces

~tree glows in the background.
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guest: Canton recreation supervisor Bob Dates
Santa to the crowd as the official Christmas

THIS WEEK'S
FEATURED LISTINGS

by John Goodman
Coldwell Banker Preferred

MAINTENANCE-THE OLD
VERSUS THE NEW
New homes typ have a sales price than
homes, are usually
10 spend more on a new home of lower
i costs. Builders" wamanties on new
homes, along with a new roof, mdrm’;:vd

systems, usually make repairs unnecessary
Mbmn_m’mmdw.

Sharp Hunt Club
coloniall Quick
occupancy, french
doors, extra deep
basement! $179,900.

basement, sidewalks
in sub! $169,900.

COLDWOLL

BANNCER L

44644 ANN ARBOR RD.
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Lighten up /.y

assorted holiday wishes.

“I think it’s just great,” said
Wanda Derico, who was there
with her husband and daughter,
Evelyn, 9.

“She’s (Evelyn) been coming
here since she was a baby. I
think we only missed once or
twice, including the year it was
over at the (1995) Summit and it
was so crowded you couldn’t get
near the place.”

-
|
|

Steven Jones, a seventh-grad-
er at Lowell Middle School, was
one of the older kids in the crowd
and also a veteran attendee. “I
like to come here with friends.
It's fun and it helps people get
into the Christmas spirit,” he
said while watching the ice carv-
ing demonstration.

This is the 19th year Canton
has held a public tree lighting
ceremony. A few twists have

-
|
|
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BLADE

43427 JOY ROAD » CANTON »

ENTIRE STOCK
| MEN'S AND WOMEN'S
WINTER FASHIONS

Expires 12/31/97 =]

ICE « RENTALS Ry
(313) 207-8606

been added nearly every year in
terms of activities, said Tom
Yack, township supervisor.

New this year were mini train
rides around the civic center
complex and the selection of an
audience member, Tyler
Sanders, to throw the switch on
the township tree. Tyler, not
wanting to overdramatize the
moment, flicked on the lights
with the first chants of “Ho, Ho,
Ho" from the crowd.

Leading the holiday sing-along
was the a cappella group Desper-
ate Measures, also performing at
Saturday’s Evening at the Sum-
mit benefit.

Traditional Christmas cookies,

punch, hot chocolate and dough-
nuts - all free — took care of
those who skipped dinner to get
an early start.

Though some found the line to
see Santa a little daunting — it
circled the township board meet-
ing room and went out the door
at one point — many said they
wouldn’t miss the annual event

Judy Stasel was busy unbut-

toning coats and keeping track of

wayward mittens as her three
youngsters, Cassie Kramer, 4,
Alana Kramer, 3, and Kevin
Kramer, 2, got in line.

“The kids really enjoy it.”
Stasel said. “It’s kind of a tradi-
tion you hate to give up on.”

ProprLEsS
StAaTE BANK

“SPECIAL BUSINESS CHECKING”

MODERATE ACTIVITY ACCOUNT
WELL SUITED FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS

245 N. Main Street * Plymouth

A MODEST AVERAGE BALANCE

(313) 455-1511 o
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Gelebrate Traditior

It's the season of celebration with family and friends.

For a sensational selection of holiday gifts, s 28
s make us a part of your tradifions. S,
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participation,” predicted Sen. Loren
Bennett, R-Canton, sponsor of one of
the bills.

“Elections should be limited to a few
days each year,” said Sen. Glenn Steil,
R-Grand Rapids, lead sponsor of the

nterim markdowns May have been

CALL 1-800-424-8188 TO
[T Pansian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa. the American E

278

them.”

unless you’re a Parisian customer—in which case

ers are fully aware of the issues before

In general, the bills seek larger voter
turnouts by moving school elections to
November. Currently, June voter
turnouts are as little as 3 percent and,

They also seek to reduce the number
of special elections on money issues.

School districts are expected to resist
the call for November elections, particu-
larly in even-numbered years when par-
tisan issues and constitutional amend-

election

25%-710%

held in November beginning in 2002. At
least one school board member would
have to be elected in every November

B Place conduct of school elections in

starts
friday!

here’s just a sampling of what you’ll find on sale:

Save an extra 40%
on all ladies’ sports-
wear and dresses
already reduced by
50% for total savings
of 70%!

In misses’, petite, Panisian Woman
and junior sizes. Ong. 28.00-240.00,
sale 14.00-120.00, now 8.40-72.00.
D77.78.79.82 83 84.85,86,87.88,89,94.95,96,331
384413414 415431 435436437

Ladies:
« Save an extra 25% on red-lined sports-
wear already reduced by 25% for total
savings of 40%. In misses’, petite. Pansian
Woman and junior sizes. Org. 28.00-240.00.
sale 21.00-180.00, now 15.75-135.00. 0s7 68

« Sale 24.99-Long-sieeve silk sweaters

from August Silk in misses’ and petite szes
Reg. 49.00 In Pansian Woman szes,

reg. 59.00, sale 34.99. 0789696

« Sale 49.99 Famous-maker chen'lle sweaters
in misses’ and petite szes. Reg. 79.00-89.00
Parisian Woman sizes, reg. 89.00-114.00,

sale 58.99. p7a9s

« Sale 69.99 Pansian Signature cashmere
blazers in assorted colors In Misses, petite and
Parisian Woman sizes Ong. 138.00, sale 99.99,
now 69.99. 078 96 384

+ Sale 29.99 By Design chenille sweaters.
Reg. 40.00. oace

+ Save 50% off our original prices on selected
wool and leather coats and jackets for
misses, petites and juniors. Ong. 110.00-650.00
sale 55.00-325.00. o7 73 74

« Save 50% on selected active outerwear.
Reg. 140.00-350 00, sale 70.00-178.00. 071 7374

+ Save 40% on a great selecton of special
occasion dresses N misses pgmey‘.d
Parisian Woman sizes Reg. 49.99-180.00,
sale 29.99-108.00. 0«

Intimate Apparel
& Sleepwear: ‘

~SMMO0C)WEW~I~
and satin and night shirts.

Reg 42.00-58.00 sale 21.00-29.00. 0o«

« Save 50% on entire stock of Oiga bras,
shapewear. daywear and sleepwess.
Reg 8.50-47 00 sale 4.25-23.50. 02
+ Save 80 on Chance Encounters and
Cypress terry cloth velour robes.
Reg 6800, sale 39.98. 0

ORDER ANYTIME. T.D.D. USERS CALL
xpress® Card or Dscover® L

« Save 25% on all our women's Jockey and
Wonderbra. Reg 600-27 00, sale 4.50-20.25.

D21 22 In Inemate Appanes Selechorn vanes Ly SIore

Juniors:

« Save 40% on selected junior collections
from Ecru, Byer, My Michelle and others
Reg. 14.00-68.00, sale 8.40-40.80. Dass

+ 19.99-24.99 Junior sweaters from Coach
& Camel, Creative Cotton, Jarmie Scott, My
Junior and Currants. Reg. 24.00-46.00
sale 19.99-24.98. 0%

Accessories

& Hosiery:

+ Save 40% on cold weather accessones. hats,
gloves and muffiers from Fownes, Grandoe
Ben Berger, V. Fraas and our own Pansian label

Reg. 8.00-75.00, sale 4.80-45.00. 037
Excludes isotoner Classcs and Deartoam

« Save an extra 40% on aiready reduced
handbags and smail leather goods from
Nine West, Objectives, Esprit and other famous
makers. Ong. 40.00-160.00, sale 30.00-120.00
now 18.00-72.00. 03132173

» Save 50% on all our sterling sliver jeweiry.
Reg. 20.00-120.00, sale 10.00-60.00. 017

- Sale 24.99 Cubic zirconia tennis bracelets
set in 18K gold over sterding siver Reg. 680.00. 017

« Save 40% on our entrre stock of Dearfoam
slippers. Reg. 15.00-25.00. sale S00-15.00. oo

Fine Jewelry:

« Save an extra 10% on diamonds,
slides and gold, already reduced
by 50% in Fine Jewelry (excluding watches
and clearance items.) Ong. 80.00-5,000.00
sale 40 00-2,500.00, now 36.00-2,250.00. 014

3 are of O egUler Or OnQxal Do
. S PIrNOOW

I\ N 1 A} Q ¢ ‘
gwve a gredl Qit 1re

Cosmetics:

“Le Sophistiqué” is just 18.50 with any
LancOme purchase. Choose from three sets
each with a mini evering bag, a matching
mirrored lipstick case that doubles as a purse
a Lip Bno, and coordinating nail Color. 03

H -
Gifts:
« Save 40% on a large selection of trim-a-home
and decorative accessories. Reg. 4.00-
270.00 sdo?.dOdm Da1 Selection vanes Dy siore

Exchuces Cavn Kier Home and Chnstopher Radko

Kids:

+ Save 40°% on selected outerwear for

infants, toddiers boys and giris.

Reg. 36.00-120.00, sale 21.60-72.00.

1618 628367 68218

« Save 40% on a large selection of holiday
for infants, toddiers and giris.

Reg. 16.00-36.00 each, sale 9.60-21.60 each.

D168 626364218

- Save 40°% on kids’ play clothes from

Buster Brown and HealthTex. Reg. 15.00-33.00

sale 9.00-19.80. 0re2 @ 67218

« Save 40% on holiday dresswear for

infants, toddiers and girts. Reg. 30.00-70.00

sale 18.00-42.00. 016 86263218

« Save 50% on all our boys’ fleece from

Architect, Russell, and Starter, Szes 4-20

Reg. 14.00-29.00 sale 7.00-14.50. o7 58

+» Save 50% on boys’ corduroy pants rom

On The Brink. Sizes 8-20. Reg. 14.00-29.00

sale 7.00-14.50. oss

Save an extra 25%
on all al ~
reduced s
better ¢

coll ;

Reg. 25.00-250.00, sale 18.75-187 50
now 14.06-180.60. 02 520 540 542 547 548 568 562

00 »

taken Sormy, we are unable 10 make price adjustments 10 previously purchased merchancise
1-800-322-7052 Mon -Fri. 8:30 am 10 4:30 pm CT. SPECIAL MOURS: Laurel
OCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, ON THE

Park Placé open Sun. 12-6. Mon, -Wed. 10.8. Thurs

Men:

+ Save 40°% on our entire stock of men's
jeather coats and jacks from Reed. Adler
sale 150.00-264.00. seeuor vanes by store

« Save 50% on men's nylon Nilkke separates.
Reg. 45.00-60 00, sale 22.50-30.00.

« Save 50% on our entire collection of men's
Architect and Biue Company fiannel sport
shirts. Reg. 22,00-39.00. sale 11.00-19.50.

+ Save 50% on selected patterned knit shirts.
Reg. 42 00-45 00, sale 21.00-22.50.

« Save 50% on selected patterned sweaters.
Reg. 55.00, sale 27.50.

« Sale 2 for 55.00-Preswick & Moore
solid-color dress shirts. Reg 4500 each ox
- Save an extra 25% on all rec-ined
dress shirts and ties. Ong. 25.00-12500
sale 11.99-79.99, now 8.99-58.98. cs
« Save 40°% on Max Deco flannel loungewear.
Reg. 18.00-80.00 sale 10.80-18.00. ¢
« Save 40% on selected cold weather
accessories from Grandoe. V. Fraas, and more
(exciuding Isotoner ) Reg. 15.00-92.00
sale 9.00-55.20. o=

Shoes:

- Save an extra 40% on women s red-ined
dress shoes, casual shoes and boots from
Enzo, Nine West, Unisa, Calico, Bandolino
and more. Orig. 40 00-95.00. sale 300047 50
now 18.00-28.50. 0= 27

- Save 50% on a large selection of women s
dress and casual shoes and boots from Unisa,
Van EN and more. Reg. 40.00-130 00
sale 20.00-65.00. oz 27«23

L

get one %ree:

+ Boys' Architect long-sleeve solid knit
shirts. Reg 14 .00-22.00 sach. 067 ee

+ Men's Max Deco flannel boxers. Reg 1000

|

parisian

® Je

increased, Bennett said, “As a formeér
township clerk, I don’t see it as a
lem - just a matter of printing additidn-

Please m

L)

10-11, Fr & Sat 9.0 POR INFORMATION calll 953-7500. CHARGE
CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE




AS(C)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1997

District sets ‘opt-out’ rules

¥ RICHARD PEARL
WRITER

| “The Plymouth-Canton school
| district has adopted a set of
’ guidelines for those wishing to

change schools within the dis-
tafict.

‘Called the “Opt-Out Guide-
lines for School Reassignment”,
they spell out the procedure to
fdllow in making application.

i‘ ‘*We've had a policy in place
but no coordinating guidelines,”
' 'qxphmedum.' Superintendent Chuck

! Although requests can only be

ted if space is avail-

date the majority of requests,”
he said.

‘The process was allegedly

B  PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOLS

dubbed “opt-out” after a parent
said he wanted the option to put
his child in a different schdaf and
used the term “opt-in", to
describe what he wanted,

The requests become “a high-
volume item two weeks before
school opens,” Little said. Opt-
out is usually done when a
school is out of classroom space.

Patrick O'Donnell, assistant
superintendent for instruction,
said his office sees about 250
“opt-outs” per year. He said the
word “transfer” has a different
connotation and so is not used.

Among the highlights of the
guidelines, which are available

MUSEUM® OLYMPIAN™

The renowned dot dial teamed
Mﬁnboidm'aculo!dspon
link bracelet. Crafted of solid
brushed stainless steel with
polished 18 karat gold micron
finish accents. Swiss quartz
W&pphincryﬂ.
Water resistant 1o 99 feet.
His or hers.

diamond boutique
(248) 478-3131
Grand River - Halsted Plaza
37105 Grand River Ave.

Farmington, Michigan

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Mon. - Fri, 10-8, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-4

Nwvyas §

from the school district’s office,
are that requests received before
July 13 will get first considera-
tion; decisions will be based on
either enrollment figures per
building by grade level or total
building enrollment, or both; and
that transportation is not provid-
ed to students who opt-out.

EEF grants
for innovation

The Educational Excellence
Foundation (EFF) awarded six
Innovation Grants promoting
academic quality for Plymouth-
Canton students during Novem-
ber.

The grants include:

B weather and magnet materi-
als from Beverly Valentine to
Eriksson Elementary

B Michigan Opera Theater
performance from Barbara
Young to Fiegel Elementary

B computer literacy videos
from Elaine Bain to East Middle
School

B exercise bicycle from David
Gerlach to Plymouth Salem High
School

® “Girls Excel in Math and
Science” conference from Mary
Lou Homer and Curt Perry

The Educational Excellence
Foundation, founded in 1985, is
a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to enhancing teaching and
learning in Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools.

Gearing up:
Michael Gibbons
took to the streets
Saturday for the
Canton Goodfel-
lows annual
newspaper sale.
The Goodfellows
need additional
volunteers for
various projects
this month as
part of the orga-
nization’s effort to
put together holi-
day packages for

91 disadvantaged |

area families. For
information, call
Nancy Spencer,
397-8975.

Goodfellows out in force

STAFY PROTO BY JERRY MENDOZA

Karate center
food drive set

The Shito Kan Karate Do Cen-
ters, founded by Dr. Jerry Aiello
will host a rank promotion test
and canned food drive on Sun-
day.

The event will be held at the
Canton Shito Kan Karate Do
Center, 6724 Canton Center
Road, between Ford and Warren
Roads in the Westgate Plaza.
The children’s test will be from 1
p.m. to 1:45 p.m. The adult test
will begin at 2 p.m.

Donations of two or more
canned goods for an area charity
will be accepted.

For more information, call
Canton Shito Kan Karate Do
Center at (313) 414-9342.

Gift for CATCH

A 12-pack of golf balls and a
desktop pen/pencil organizer
would make could be the golf
fan’s ideal stocking stuffer — and
benefit local children as well.

The Pro Golf/Caddy Shack
shops in Canton and eight other
metro Detroit locations are sell-
ing the gift packs as a fund-rais-
er for CATCH (Caring Athletes
Team for Children and Henry
Ford Hospitals).

“We wanted to do something
special to celebrate and recog-
nize the 10-year anniversary of
CATCH,” said Bob Kunkel,
owner of Pro Golf's Livonia store.
The charity organized by former
Detroit Tigers manager Sparky
Anderson raises money through-
out the year to pay for items and
services for sick, injured and
needy pediatric patients at the
two hospitals.
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Number, please

Area code changes to 734 for
most of western Wayne County

oo phone numbers, page AY :T: ’"I ::‘,"“ little @ “We understand that

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK X . changes in area eodoo'

STAFY WRITER Jack Kirksey are no fun, but that's
It's time to reach out and —Livonia mayor why we've been talking

touch ... another area code. for two
Starting Saturday, part of the ;wt..n vu" .

313 area code will change to 734,  the 313 to 734 area code, but the

which will affect thousands of 248 area code remains in an area Sara Snyder

telephone customers in western = : pokesu
Wayne County, and Washtenaw o =
and Monroe counties.

Wayne County communities
affected include Canton Town-
ship, Garden City, Livonia, Ply-
mouth, Plymouth Township and
Westland.

Greater Detroit will retain the
313 area code, including Redford
and portions of Westland. This
area includes Hamtramck, High-
land Park, Dearborn, Dearborn
Heights, the city of Detroit,
Melvindale, Allen Park, Lincoln
Park, Ecorse, River Rouge,
Harper Woods, the Grosse
Pointes and portions of Inkster,
Taylor and Romulus.

With hopes of minimizing con-
fusion, Ameritech will initiate a
seven-month optional dialing
period in which the new and old
area codes will work. Starting
July 25, 1998, the 734 area code
must be used to complete calls.

Seven-digit numbers will not
change as a result of the new

134 area code. Ameritech offi-
cials said Ameritech’s rates will
not be affected by the area code
change.

More numbers needed

The area code was changed
because southeastern Michigan
has experienced what Ameritech
calls an “explosive” demand for
telephone numbers for several
telecommunication services,
including fax machines, cellular
phones, pagers, voice mail, com-
puter modems and additional
phone lines.

The region would literally run
out of phone numbers, if the
change were not made,
Ameritech officials said.

“We understand that changes

of the city roughly north of Cur-
tis. The northeast corner of Livo-
nia will switch from 313 to 248
next March.

Everything south of Curtis will
be within the 734 area code.

In Westland, the 313 area code
will remain in the southeast cor-
ner of the city in an area bound-
ed by Annapolis, Harrison,
Inkster and Van Born, The
remainder changes to 734.

Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey,
who opposed the area code
changes for Livonia and fought
the changes, remains unhappy
with the change.

“The public had little or no
choice,” Kirksey said. “Now they
have to change stationery, busi-
ness cards and computers.”

Add up the 5,000 businesses
and 38,000 homes with home-
owners who use stationery and
the $500-$1,000 costs for busi-
nesses, and that is a large
expense, Kirksey said.

But officials from the local
Chambers of Commerce in west-
ern Wayne County have not
received that many complaints
about the change.

A business expense

Linda Shapona, executive
director of the Westland Cham-
ber of Commerce, said she had
not received any complaints. “It's
just the inconvenience of having
to change,” Shapona said. “We
haven’t received anything con-
crete (in complaints), but I wish
it was easier to remember.”

Shapona hopes Ameritech
would work to ease the transi-
tion for business owners and res-
idents.

Fran Toney, executive director
of the Plymouth Community
in area codes are no fun, but Chamber of Commerce, said the
that's why we've been talking change should not be a surprise
about this for two years,” said for people since it was
Sara Snyder, spokeswoman for announced more than a year
Ameritech.

313 to leave Livonia
Most of Livonia switches from

and fax machines, we have creat-
ed a need for additional num-
bers,” Toney said.

The Canton Chamber of Com-
merce has not received any com-
plaints from its members on the
number change, said Carleigh
Flaharty, the chamber’s execu-
tive director.

“Ameritech has been good in
getting releases out and letting
people know about the changes
they need to make in business
cards and advertising.”

Flaharty said the businesses
can use their old stationery
because the old number will
work for another seven months.

“It's obviously a headache, but
it's good for the printing busi-
ness,” Flaharty said.

If printers expect more busi-
ness, it may take a while.

George King, a printer and
owner of Graphic Communica-
tions in Plymouth, has not yet
noticed any increase in business
orders for stationery or business
cards because of the change.

“People just aren't rushing in
because they know (the old area
code) is good until next year,”
King said.

Other changes

Snyder said Ameritech cellular
users will have the option to
decide whether they change
their area code. Users of cellular
phones from other companies
should contact those companies
about the changes.

Business owners also should
contact their telecommunica-
tions vendor about changes
needed in software or default
functions in their computers to
communicate with the 734 area
code, Snyder said.

For information, call
Ameritech's information hotline
at 1-800-831-8989

ago.

“1 don't know anyone who is
delighted with it, but certainly
with the demand for cell phones

Light
Kits Also
>4 Available

'Makes a Great Gift
| at the season's

S

Sale Lasts 10 Days Only

Lighting Fixtures, Ceiling Fans Clocks & Mirrors for Every Decor
Wiring Supplies & Light Bulbs

o Bnns

ELECTRICA
CONSTRUCTION, INC
37400 W. Seven Mile Road * Livonia. MI 48152 + (313) 4642211

\ ¥

Mon. Toes Wed., Set 9:30-800
Thum, Fri 930-800

If you are a:
Minority-owned
Women-owned
County-based
Small Business
or

For information on registration, certification
and compliance regulations call or write:

Ronald G. Miller, deputy director
Wayne County Human Relations Division

Wayne County Wants You

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)

Wayne County wonts you fo become a
prime or sub-contractor for county proiects.

WAYNE COUNTY...

600 Randolph, 5* floor * Detroit, M| 48226 - 313-224-5021

Y
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Detroit Tigers Superstar Ki I’K 3

Jacobsons

Laurel Park Place * Livonia * (313) 591-7686

! Complimentary Gift Box Wrap

— . e —

i Meet athiete superstar

autog 1
of his new book, *
Bottom of the Nin

Personal Appearance and
Book Signing Event

Saturday, December 13
1 pm to 4 pm
Stationery

Gibby will sign advance
orders and same-day
purchases of his book.

DSoON

and get an

4

acal 2 Rli o

(Books only, please.)

R A,

M.m'umumummhﬂ.‘
or more and receive your specisl gift.
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+vA vandal/grinch ran rampant
in the Glengarry Village subdivi-
Islon over the weekend, cutting
‘wtrands of Christmas lights,
~uprooting path lights and snap-
« ping flag poles in half.
«~:;# A homeowner at Lothrop
and Glengarry reported $235
~sorth of damage to numerous
~strands of exterior Christmas
~}ights and path lights. Police
-ramid it appeared the vandal used
raknife or wire cutters to disable
the display. The incident

Y T ol 1A Sl 4D 7 . A el

occurred sometime between
11:30 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m.
Sunday.

Give Your
Back The

Sealy

L Backsaver............ SQO L%

i Full cach Piece .......... $149
! i

: Sealy
§i= Posturepedic....... 149
i \ Full each Piece........... $198
| ) Queen Set..... . 5449
: ! King Set . $599
: - Sealy
g : Posturepedic I.... 5169 1%
i p Full each Piece.......... $219
| 3 Queen Set......... o

$i

Yor § O,

=l Support It Needs. |
Sealy Posturepedic.

More Comfort choices from Sealy

Walker/ Buzenberg
fine furniture

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10:9 * Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 * Sun. 1-5
*With credis approval ® Sale Ends 12-24-97

COP CALLS

B Seven strands of holiday
lights also were cut at a home at
Glengarry and Pinehurst some-
time between 1- 8 a.m. Sunday.

B A homeowner on the 45000
block of Thornhill also told police
three strings of lights were
destroyed between 1-8 a.m.

B A vandal snapped the flag
poles at the model home, 47433
Glengarry, sometime between 5
a.m. and 7 a.m. Sunday. A secu-
rity guard noticed a vehicle near

i

Sealy s
Posturepedic I1....2199::
Full each Piece ........... $249

. $589
B .

>

Posturepedic® Suppor!
Only From Sealy

FREE Delivery!
FREE Set-Up and Removal!
FREE 90 Days Same as Cash*

2

7?::(

R el et B
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the entrance to the Glengarry
models about 5 a.m., but didn’t
notice the poles damaged until
later.

Stolen car

A stolen 1991 Ford Aerostar
was found, still running, and on
top of & mailbox post on the 7400
block of Admiralty at 6:46 a.m.
Sunday.

The van was stolen from a
home on the 46000 block of
Bartlett in the Canton Center
and Warren area sometime after
12:30 a.m. Also stolen from
inside the van was a purse with
$300 in cash and a cellular
phone.

Break-in

The optometrist office inside
Meijer, 45001 Ford, was broken
into sometime between 8 p.m.
Friday and 8:45 a.m. Saturday.
The culprit apparently had a key
to the electrical gate because the
curtain had been closed. A
locked cash drawer was pulled
open by the culprit. Security is
reviewing the video tape.

Assault

A 14-year-old student at Ply-
mouth Salem High School told
police he was assaulted by a
classmate armed with a pair of
scissors between 8:15 and 8:30
a.m. last Thursday.

Police were called to the teen's
home Thursday evening by the
boy’s father, who was upset that
the school had not called him,
Police also had not been notified
of the incident.

The student said the classmate

Decorations targeted by vandal

threatened him with the scissors
while in the third floor hallway
during first and second period. A
short time later a physical alter-
cation occurred and the student
armed with the scissors attempt-
ed to stab him. The scissors were
knocked to the floor during the
skirmish.

A teacher broke up the fight
and both students were turned
over to security officers were
written reports were filed by
both students.

Harassment

A harassment complaint was
filed by the pastor at St. Michael
Lutheran Church Friday in
regards to his name being added
to several mailing lists and adult
magazine subscriptions, such as
“Swing” and “Playboy.”

Approximately 36 magazines
and other items have been
mailed to his home and church
over the past 10 months, police
said.

Counterfeit money

An employee at Auto Masters,
345 S. Canton Center, called
police after receiving 22 $20
counterfeit bills for car repairs
about 2 p.m. Friday.

The counterfeit bills were used
by a man who paid all cash for
$1,592 worth of work to his Fojd
Taurus. The manager noticed
the bills were of poor quality and
all the serial numbers were the
same on the 22 bills. The car
owner returned to the mechanics
to clear up the matter and was
arrested by Canton police, who
turned the case over to the
Secret Service.

Custom

"FRESH CUT TREES
From table toppers wmmmmm
Si.xoaricduamup to 12 feet!

Take a short drive (n the
country, away from the
hustle and bustle,
and enjoy
WEEKEND
FAMILY FUN!

FREE
* Photos with Santa
» Cider and Doughnuts
* Hayrides * Campfire
This weekend. Sat. & Sun.
11:00 am - 4:00 pm )

<

e
e

Any Fresh Cut Tree
6 1. or larger

” HOLIDAY
GREENS

REGC. 89.99

LIFE-LIKE
TREES

We offer a huge selection of life-like trees,

wreaths, and gariands. With trees up
1o 12 . and wreaths to 60 bn., |

the selection couldn't be better! g e i

o
o
---------- o o o Wy

395500
OFF

on any life-like tree
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Canton man among
plaintiffs in lawsuit
B TELEPHONE FRAUD

BY MATT JACHMAN
STAFF WRITER

Attorneys battling a $1.2-mil-
lion civil judgment won a partial
victory in Livonia’s 16th District
Court Tuesday when they cut
damages assigned to their
clients by more than $200,000.

Jeffrey Stewart and Gregory
Stempien successfully argued
that Diane Saks, a former Livo-
nia chiropractor, and physician
George Talbot were not involved
in interstate racketeering in
their dealings with two other
defendants and the Starfire
Foundation, which was ostensi-
bly to train people as New Age-
style telephone counselors.

District Judge Robert Brzezin-
ski’s ruling cut the part of the
judgment for which Saks and
Talbot are responsible from
roughly $562,000 to $324,000,
Stewart estimated Tuesday.

Brzezinski, however, refused
to throw out the rest of the jury’s
finding against Talbot and did
not grant Stempien and Stew-
art's request for a new trial. The
two attorneys said they will
appeal that decision in Wayne
County Circuit Court.

Meanwhile, Fakh:i “Frank”
Yono, attorney for seven people
who successfully sued Saks, Tal-
bot, Harry Samuels of Florida
and Robert O'Connor of Arizona,
said he will likely appeal
Brzezinski's ruling that
the racketeering portion of the
judgment against Saks and Tal-
bot.

Canton resident Walid
Abubaker is one of the plaintiffs.

Tuesday’s hearing, which last-

ed nearly two hours, was attend- -

ed by the plaintiffs, former
Starfire students who, along
with about 50 other local people,
each paid $1,500 to be trained as
what Starfire’s promotional liter-
ature called source integration
therapists and spiritual psychol-
ogists, ’
Starfire and its Next Step-26
Bones and Starfire Communica-
tions Network branches were
presented as business ventures
in which those who had gone

through the program would
answer phone calls on 1-800 and
1-900 lines and earn as much as
$30 an hour, according to court
records and the plaintiffs.

But the plaintiffs, with an
assist from the Michigan attor-
ney general’s office, charged —
and a district court jury in
February agreed — that the ven-
tures were a con scheme.

After a four-day trial, the jury
awarded the seven $328,100,
with specific amounts assigned
to each of the four defendants.
But because the jury also found
the four violated statutes
against interstate racketeering,
the damages were tripled,
putting them close to $1 million.
With attorneys fees, the judg-
ment totaled $1.2 million.

In arguing for a new trial,
Stempien and Stewart depicted
Talbot and Saks, who are mar-
ried and now live in Hawaii, as
bigger victims of the scheme
than any of Starfire's students.

“Nobody trusted Robert O'Con-
nor more than Diane Saks,”
Stewart told Brzezinski.

Stewart said the defendants’
original attorney could not effec-
tively represent all four without
implicating O’Connor.

“Your judgment that’s right 99
percent of the time was wrong,”
he said.

Brzezinski replied that the
defense had ample time to dis-
cover that conflict before trial
and that Talbot and Saks
shouldn't be given a new trial
because the defense strategy of
solidarity backfired. The attor-
ney did not have evidence of the
alleged conflict at the time of his
request, the judge said.

“We have attorneys out there
who are not very good at trial
but who are good at getting
adjournments,” he said.

The other plaintiffs are Karen
Sattler of Livonia, Nancy Sallow
and Jan Mansfield of Plymouth,
Celeste Hamilton of West Bloom-
field Township and Marcello and
Debbie Galluppi of Eastpointe.

* Free Continental Breakfast
+ 24 Hour Emergency Response

» Convenient to Hospitals & Shopping

Housekeeping $75.00/Monthily
Laundry $35.00/Monthly

.....

AFFORDABLE SENIOR HOUSING AVAILABLE NOW

AMERICAN HOUSE WESTLAND Il
Retirement Residences

39201 Joy Road
~ Westland, M1 48185
% (313) 454-9838
(Between 1275 & Hix)
New Unbundled Service Package
Now Available

+ Spacious One and Two Bedroom Apartments Starting at $800.00 per Month
+ Complete Program of Social, Cultural & Recreational Activities

« Personal Care Service and Beauty & Barber Shop Available on Site
« In House Security and Maintenanee Personnel

NEW OPTIONAL SERVICES:

Lunch  $200.00/Monthly
Dinner $240.00/Monthl

Got The Good Ones!
© SUBBLES
© DIGGER

© BATTY
© PEACE
© GARCIA
© SPOOKY

Over 90 Styles
While Supplies Last
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Here’s a list of phone numbers  EI@CHIONS ron puse 1
affected by the area code change

o+ Effective Saturday, many tele-
phone number prefixes will
change from 313 to a 734 area
code.
Some prefixes will have more
than one area code. Those hav-
ing 313 and 734 area codes
include: 221, 311, 750 and 950.
Those with 248 and 734 are 998
numbers, while those in all three
area codes are numbers with the
.472, 490 and 959 prefixes,
, 'The old area code can be dialed
until July 25, 1998.

., The former 313 numbers
changing to 734 include:

B The 200 prefix numbers of
205, 207, 213, 214, 221, 241, 242,

243, 244, 246, 247, 254, 258, 261,

_.264, 265, 266, 269, 279, 281, 282,
283, 284, 285, 286, 287, 288 and
289.

B The 300 prefix numbers of
311, 324, 326, 327, 329, 332, 334,
362, 374, 379, 384, 394, 397 and
398.

B The 400 prefix numbers of
414, 416, 420, 421, 422, 423, 424,
425, 426, 427, 428, 429, 432, 433,
434, 439, 448, 449, 451, 452, 453,
454, 455, 456, 457, 458, 459, 461,
462, 464, 466, 467, 468, 469, 472,
475, 479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484,
485, 487, 490, 495, 497 and 498.

B The 500 prefix numbers of
502, 509, 513, 516, 518, 522, 523,
524, 525, 528, 529, 542, 544, 572,
585, 586, 587, 591 and 595.

B The 600 prefix numbers of
604, 612, 629, 632, 641, 647, 654,
655, 661, 662, 663, 665, 668, 669,
671, 672, 675, 676, 677, 692, 697
and 699,

B The 700 prefix numbers of
712, 721, 722, 723, 728, 729, 738,

AP«M '

Elsa Peretti® “Round” designs

in eighteen karar gold. Earrings

for pierced ears, %625. Pendant
on a 30" sitk cord, $1,150.

TIFFANY & CO.

TROY » SOMERSET COLLECTION 248.837-2800 «

SUN 11:6

QOPEN 10-9, SAT 10:7

OT&ai D 1997

EmESSASETsosTARBesSssESS

Asesssrsscn BARBAASESE

CUSTOM

Hours: TW.F 10-6 pm M. &Th

i ay ot Offer et awpires.

741, 747, 750, 753, 758, 761, 762,
763, 764, 769, 7182,-783, 784 and
789.

@ The 800 prefix numbers of
844, 847, 848, 850, 853, 854, 856,
857, 858, 878, 879, 887 and 888.

B The 900 prefix numbers of
913, 930, 936, 939, 941, 942, 944,
948, 947, 950, 953, 955, 957, 959,
971, 973, 975, 981, 985, 994, 995,
996, 997 and 998.

al ballots,

Steil added that the change
“would free schools to focus on
educating our children.”

8@ Limit school elections to
three dates each year: one in
April, one in August and the
November general election.

@ Require the school district
seeking approval of a bond issue
to include on a ballot proposal
the estimated annual tax cost.

B Require the ballot language
to include the per-pupil and per-
classroom costs for the facilities

LOOSE LOWER DENTURES?
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babies with a dictionary of names— from the most popular

Available everywhere books are sold « |

for which the bonds are issued.

8 Hike the cost of special elec-
tions by requiring the school dis-
trict to pay the city and/or town-
ship 105 percent of the actual
cost of conducting a special elec-
tion.

Conducting special elections is
a virtual science among school
districts. For example, March is
considered a good time to run a
money proposal. Tactics include
phone banks that target “school
people” such as parents and
school employees.

Hesuwy ’

The House has worked on a

duced no bills for floor action. ..
House members have talked
reducing the number of total
elections to three or four a year
and requiring schools to use one
of those elections for money

questions. .

Historically, Michigan has run
school elections mostly in May
and June, so that newly elected
members could vote on the bud-
get before the fiscal year stants
on July 1. :

, ®
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As a business owner you get to call the shots.
Control your own destiny. So if you want fo own &
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MICHELLE (MICKEY) M. MARTINEZ | Michelle (Mickey) M. Martinez, | Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Arbor. She was a homemaker. were made by the Vermeulen A funeral Mass for Alejandra
A funeral Mass was held for 38, of Plymouth on'Déc. 8 at Our | Ch m. Plymouth with the She is survived by her husband, | Funeral Home. Olivarez Sethi, 53, of Plymouth
: Rev. Jokn Satlivan officiating. John B. of Canton; her son He was born Sept. 13, 1914, in | was held Dec. 6 at St. Aidan
rf m— The burial was in Michigan Jonathan; her parents, Paul and | Gozo, Malta. He died Dec. 6 in Catholic Church with the RP‘L
, ; Memorial Park in Flat Rock, Jeanne Williams; and one broth- | Plymouth. He worked as a Gerald K. Flannery officiating.
S Mich. Arrangements were han- er, Keith Williams. senior stockman for Detroit Edi- | The burial was at the White
. dled by the Northrop-Sassaman Memorials may be made to the | son. Chapel Crematory in Troy. ‘
Funeral Home in Northville. American Cancer Society. He is survived by his wife, Arrangements were made by the
She was born July 11, 1962, in | maRY PRAY ADAMSKI Maria of Walled Lake; two sons, | Vermeulen Funeral Home.
Detroit. She died Dec. 3 in her Mary Pray Adamski, 85, of Larry of Plymouth and Michael She was born Feb. 28, 1944, in
parents’ home. She was a gradu- | DeBarry, Fla. formerly of Ply- of Novi; two daughters, Toni the Philippines. She died Dec. 3,
ate of Plymouth Canton High mouth, died Nov. 14 at the Volu- | Roulin of Plymouth and Lina in Detroit. She worked as a
School and was employed as a sia Medical Center in Orange Welsh of Brighton; and two nurse and as an anesthetist.
delivery driver at L & L Packag- | City, Fla. Her burial was in the brothers, Anthony of Farmington She is survived by her hus-
ing in Livonia. She is survived Woodard Lake Cemetery in Ionia Hills and Xavier of Livonia. band, Subhash C. of Plymouth;
by two sons, Benjamin and County, Mich. Memorials may be made by her mother, Felisa Olivarez of
Jamie of Plymouth; her parents, She was born in.Jackson, arranging a Mass offering. the Philippines; a daughter,
Dick and Jean Hoffman of Ply- Mich., and worked as an elomen- | KAY M. LONG Andrea of Plymouth; a son, Ravi

Between Lilly and Haggerty

(313) 981-8700

mouth; and two sisters, Christy
Hourani of Plymouth and Nancy
Hoffman of Canton Township.
Memorials may be made to the
Karmanos Cancer Institute.

VELVA JEWELL ALLEN

Services for Velva Jewell
Allen, 81, of Canton were Dec. 8
at the L.J. Griffin Funeral Home
in Canton with the Rev. Drexel
E. Morton from St. Michael
Lutheran Church in Canton offi-
ciating. Her burial was in Cadil-
lac Memorial West.

She was born Sept. 4, 1916, in
Olive, Ky. She died Dec. 4 at her
home. She worked for a business
products company on the assem-
bly line. She is survived by two
daughters, Lois Vickers, Patricia
A. Longerbeam; one sister; four
grandchildren; and eight great-
grandchildren.

SUSAN HELEN FINNEGAN

Services for Susan Helen
Finnegan, 45, of Canton were
Dec. 8 at the Uht Funeral Home
with the Rev. Fred Cooley offici-
ating. The burial was in the
Knollwood Memorial Park in
Canton.

She'was born April 11, 1952,
and she died Dec. 3 in Ann

tary school teacher for 20 years.
After moving to Florida, she was
recognized as “The Most Valu-
able Teacher of the Year.” She
enjoyed painting watercolors,
playing bridge, and collecting
antiques. Her great-grandfather
built a home on Plymouth and
Ann Arbor roads, which hap-
pened to be a wayside tavern for
the Detroit-to-Chicago horse
route. The two-story, brick home,
has a monument and plaque.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 26 years, Frank Adams-
ki of DeBarry, Fla.; two sons,
Peter Foster of Lincoln Park and
John Foster of Orlando, Fla.; a
stepson, Norman Adamski of
Casselberry, Fla.; two sisters,
Janet Waite of Jackson, Mich.,
and Jeanne Ploger of Ann Arbor;
one stépsister, Ann Brashares of
Jackson, Mich.; and 10 grand-
children.

QGREQORY DE BRINCAT

Services for Gregory De Brin-
cat, 83, of Walled Lake were held
Dec. 10 at St. Kenneth Catholic
Church with the Rev. Joseph S.

Mallia officiating. The burial
was in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

in Southfield. Arrangements

Services for Kay M. Long, 60,
of Ypsilanti were held Dec. 7 at
Plymouth Church of the
Nazarene with the Rev. Arthur
C. Magnuson and Rev. Daniel
Whitney officiating. Arrange-
ments were handled by the Ver-
meulen Funeral Home.

She was born Dec. 9, 1936, in
Haxtun, Colo. She died Dec. 2 in
Ann Arbor. She worked as a data
processor for High Scope Educa-
tional. She was a member of Ply-
mouth Church of the Nazarene,
and sang in the choir. She was
also a substitute teacher.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Norman D. of Ypsilanti;
her mother, Reta Lou Chaney of
Sterling, Colo.; a son, Lloyd of
Manchester, Mich.; a daughter,
Cindy McCarthy of York, Maine;
a brother, Wayne Chaney of
Berthoud, Colo.; a sister, JoAnne
King of Coarsegold, Calif.; and
two grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the
New Horizons for Children
Learning Center at Plymouth
Church of the Nazarene, 41550
W. Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth
48170.

ALEJANDRA OLIVAREZ SETHI
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A. of Plymouth; two sisters,
Guillerma Angeles of Ga., and
Rufina Lozada of the Philip-
pines; and three brothers, Juan
Olivarez of Livonia, Leovigildo
Olivarez of Westland, and
Valentin Olivarez of the Philip-
pines.

Memorials may be made to the—,
Karmanos Cancer Institute, Ply«~
mouth Region, 744 Wing St.,
Plymouth, Mich. 48170.

CAROLE A. WOBERMIN

A funeral service was held for
Carole A. Wobermin, 55, of Ply-
mouth on Dec. 6 in the Northrop-
Sassaman Funeral Home in
Northville, with Deacon James
Baughman officiating.

She was born March 16, 1942,
in Lynn, Mass. She died Dec. 4
at her home. She was a graduate
of the University of Michigan
and worked as an interior
designer for McAllister’s Studio
and at Designer’s Choice.

She is survived by two daugh-
ters, Wendi Conaway of Ply-
mouth and Kimberly McInnis of
Redford Township; her mother,
Dorothy L. Chiaradonna of
Lynn, Mass.; and four sisters,

Gail R. Tukey, Janice L. Lord,
Vicki Godbout, all of Lynn,
Mass., and Dorothy Ayott of
Townsend, Mass.

Memorials may be made to the
American Cancer Society or
Arbor Hospice.

DAVID JAMES EMBURY

A memorial service was held
today for David James Embury; _
49, of Canton at Meadowbrook -
Congregational Church in Novi
with the Rey. Neil Hunt officiat- -
ing. Arrangements were handled '
by the McCabe Funeral Home .
Canton Chapel.

He was born June 24, 1948, in
Highland Park. He died Dec. 7 in
Canton. He worked for Chrysler
Corp. in the Forms Control Divi-
sion. He is survived by his wife,
Margaret; a son, David of Can-
ton; two daughters, Alicia Allen
and Anne Embury both from 2 ¢
Canton; and two sisters, Mar- =~
lene Visger and Janet Peach. =

Memorials may be made to the.
Salvation Army or to The Light
house Preservation Society. =’

DONALD MILTON KIMMEL Zge
A funeral Mass was held today
for Donald Milton Kimmel, 74, ©
of Ann Arbor at St. Peter Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Ply-
mouth with the Rev. Peter M.
Berg officiating. The burial was
in St. John's Evangelical Luther- .
an Church Cemetery in Ann X
Arbor. Arrangements were han-
dled by the Vermeulen Funeral
Home. -

He was born Jan. 1, 1923, in
Northville. He died Dec. 8 in
Ann Arbor. He was a serviceman
for Detroit Edison. He graduated
from Northville High School in =~
1941 and served with the Army- -
in World War 1. He was a deco-=
rated veteran of the European ~e.
Theatre as well as an associate = -
member of the Society of the = |
Third Infantry Division. A

He is survived by his wife of &3~
years, Thelma A. of Ann Arborye-
daughter, Donna Halman of Ann
Arbor; a daughter-in-law, Jenny
Kimmel; and two grandsons,
Shawn and Matthew Halman of
Ann Arbor.

He was preceded in death by
his son, Gary.

Memorials may be made to St.
Peter Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 1343 Penniman Ave.,
Plymouth 48170, or the Ameri-
can Heart Association, West
Metro Region, P.O. Box 721129,
Berkley 48072.

CLAUDE R. YOE

A funeral Mass was held today
for Claude R. Yoe, 96, of Ply-
mouth at Our Lady of Good
Counsel in Plymouth with the
Rev. John Sullivan officiating.

The burial was in Riverside
Cemetery in Plymouth.

He was born Sept. 13, 1901, in
Detroit. He died Dec. 8 in West-
land. He was a resident of Ply-
mouth since 1935. At the age of
62, he retired from Montgomery
Ward, where he worked as a
salesthan. He is survived by two
sons, Timothy and Harry, both
Plymouth; six grandchildren;
and nine great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the
St. Francis Home for Boys in
Detroit or the Plymouth Kiwanis- -
l m‘ ‘-
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Senate actions stall efforts of assisted suicide supporters

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Merian's Friends, the Northville-
based group seeking a statewide vote on
) ating assisted suicide, will have an
uphill battle in the wake of two state
Senate votes.

It will have to conduet a 260,000-sig-
nature petition drive to place its propos-
al before voters in November of 1998 -
“which is a monumental job unless you
have a lot of money,” said Sen. Gary
Peters, D-Bloomfield Township.

“It’s not like you had casino money
supporting the drive. The track record
(for volunteer-run petition drives) is
never very good,” he said.

Peters and Bob Moreillon, spokesman
for Merian’s Friends, said polls show 57
to 60 percent of voters would favor a
law regulating physician-assisted sui-
cide. The group is named for Merian

State economy still
relies on auto industry

Fredricks, Jack
Kevorkian.

During the Dec. 4 Senate debate,
Peters proposed a shortcut to a petition
drive: putting on the ballot both Senate
Bill 200, to outlaw assisted suicide, and
SB 653, Peters’ regulatory bill that is
similar to the Merian’s Friend proposal.

His amendment, which required a
two-thirds vote, fell 7-24. Local senators
voting yes were Peters and Alma
Wheeler Smith, D-Salem, and five other
Democrats. There was no record roll
call.

a client of Dr.

How they voted

Instead, the Senate approved SB 200
by a vote of 28 to 7. Here is how area
senators voted:

Yes - Loren Bennett, R-Canton,
Michael Bouchard, R-Birmingham,
John Cherry, D-Clio, Mat Dunaskiss, R-

Lake Orion, Robert Geake, R-
Northville, George Z. Hart, D-Dearborn,
Mike Rogers, R-Brighton, John
Schwarz, R-Battle Creek.

No - Peters and Alma Smith.

Absent — Bill Bullard Jr., R-Milford.

SB 200 declares:

B Assisting in a suicide is punishable
by up to four years in prison and a fine
of up to $2,000.

B “A person who knowingly or inten-
tionally by force or coercion causes an
individual to commit suicide is guilty of
murder.”

B8 Exempts “withholding or withdraw-
ing medical treatment.”

B Exempts administration of pain-
killers, “even if the medication may has-
ten or increase the risk of death,” if cer-
tain medical requirements are met.
Bouchard praisedthis provision.

Euthanasia feared

Sponsor is Sen. William VanRegen-
morter, R-Jenison, who held extensive
public hearings during fall.

Speaking of Kevorkian, who has
assisted in an estimated 71 suicides in
Michigan, VanRegenmorter said, “Most
were not immediately dying. Many were
not even terminally ill. Four young
women weren't ill at all.”

8B 200 is the Legislature’s second
attempt to outlaw assisted suicide. An
earlier law was “sunsetted” after four
years and no convictions.

Backers pointed to the Netherlands,
saying 1,000 people a year are eutha-
nized (subjected to mercy killing). They
fear assisted suicide will evolve into
euthanasia.

Elderly people’s fear is so great, said
VanRegenmorter, that groups are giv-
ing senior citizens cards saying, “If I'm

*

hospitalized, don’t kill me.”
Vi

scoffed at the polls~

dopend-mha'youukthequuﬁon.-
But the numbers drop dramatically -
when you talk about hospice care and -
pain relief. :

“At our public hearings, people were
2-1 in support of 8B 200.” Opposing
Peters’ amendment to put SB 200 on .
the ballot, VanRegenmorter said, “We're
not elected to put our fingers in the |
wind and look at polls.” .

anRegenmorter
cited by Peters and Merian's Friends. ..
It (favorable view of assisted suicide) =

“If someone wants to take his own ;

life, they can find ways to do it,” said-
Sen. John Schwarz, R-Battle Creek, the
Senate’s only physician. “The guestion
is getting someone to help. It's tantas
mount to murder. 4

“The physician should be allowed to

Check out today’s editorials

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

“Diversity” is the word they
use not only in university admis-
sions but in the economy. For
two generations, politicians and
economists have said Michigan
is too dependent on the auto
industry and needs economic
diversity,

After 20 years of downsizing,
however, the auto industry still
is the mainstay of Michigan’s
economy, according to a first-of-
its-kind report from the state
Senate Fiscal Agency.

One of every 15 employees in
1996 worked directly in the
motor vehicle and equipment
industry — 6.5 percent versus a
high of 12.2 percent in 1973.
That was 280,000 auto-related

jobs out of 4.3 million in the
state.

In wages, the auto industry is
doubly important, paying $1 of
every $8 earned by all workers.
Auto, light truck and automotive
equipment workers were paid
$140 million or 13 percent of all
wages. Top year was 1977 when
the industry generated 18.4 per-
cent of all wages.

The SFA report was compiled
by Rebecca Ross, economist and
fiscal analyst, with charts pre-
pared by Karen Hendrick. SFA
serves the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee with help on
budget bills, analyses of all Sen-
ate bills and rules, and economic
forecasting.

The market is nearing satura-

Please see ECONOMY, A12
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Sculpting minds: A sculpturé of “Ring Around the Rosey” will highlight the Chil-
dren’s Garden Project at Schoolcraft College. It will symbolize a mixture of nature,
education and art in front of the Children’s Center. People who wish to contribute
toward the project can purchase a personalized brick.

Economy from page All

Sculpture, garden symbolize
education, art and nature

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER

Ring Around the Rosey is a
whimsical and playful child’s
game.

That game — in the form of a
sculpture — is expected to sym-
bolize a serious mix of nature,
education and art at the Chil-
dren’s Garden Projeet at School-
craft College.

Organizers hope that garden
grows through a fund-raising
program in which the general
public can purchase a personal-
1zed brick.

The sculpture is expected to be
installed in front of the Chil-
dren’s Center next fall, according
to Dorothy Whitten, director of
child care and development at
Schoolcraft College.

“We're pretty excited about the
sculpture,” Whitten said. The
life-sized bronze sculpture will
be created by Bernadette
Zachara of Farmington Hills.
The idea of using the theme of
playing children was Whitten's.

“We wanted to show the joy of
active play, kids getting togeth-
er, enjoying themselves and life
in general,” Whitten said. -

Children will learn about
nature by working in the raised
beds of the garden, Whitten said.
Raised-bed gardens, walking
paths and nature trails will
extend from the Center’s
entrance to the natural areas
west and south of the building.

The children learn about art at
the center through the use of
water, clay and sand, and the
sculpture will help promote that
theme.

“The arts are very important
to children and they're fascinat-
ed by that,” said Whitten.

The surrounding brickscape
and paths will include laser-
inscribed bricks with the names
of donors or loved ones who
donors have chosen to honor,
such as a child or grandchild.

Persons making a $100 or
more contribution may have a
personalized brick installed in

the brickscape and adjacent
paths, with their name or the
name of a loved one or organiza-
tion inscribed on the brick.

A $100 contribution entitles
the donor to a 4-by-8 inch brick
with two lines of 14 characters
each. A $200 contribution earns
an 8-by-8 inch brick with five
lines of 14 characters each. Buy-
ing a brick also counts as a con-
tribution to the Schoolcraft Col-
lege Foundation Annual Cam-
paign.
The fund-raising drive has
raised $5,000 towards its
$20,000 goal.

The Child Care Center houses
110 children. Students, faculty,
staff and community parents use
the facility, which operates five
days a week from 7 a.m. to 6
p.m. The center is open on the
same days as the college.

The project is supported by a
combination of grants, donations
and volunteer labor,

For information call the Child
Care Center at (313) 462-4442.

tion. In 15 years, the number of
vehicles per capita in use has
inched up from 0.82 per person
to 0.97 with little increase in the
1990s.

Other highlights, as of 1996:

B Imports as a percentage of
total U.S. auto sales rose from
15 percent in 1970 to a high of
31 percent in 1987. By the early
1990s, however, imports shrank

Businesses
can obtain

health

insurance

Blue Care, Inc., a nonprofit
corporation affiliated with Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan,
and St. John Health System
have teamed up to provide
Wayne County small business
owners affordable health cover-
age for their employees.

Through HealthChoice, Wayne

County’s program aimed at help-
ing businesses retain workers,
the two health care providers are
offering the HealthChoice Part-
ners program.
“Affordable health care moti-
vates employees to stay in the
area and on the job,” said David
B. Siegel, M.D., senior vice presi-
dent of managed care for Blue
Cross Blue Shield.

“We see the HealthChoice pro-
gram as an important linchpin
in the strengthening of access to
health care services within
Wayne County and we are very
excited o be part of that effort,”

Blue Care Inc.'s HealthChoice
Partners program offers:

@ A wide choice of doctors
affiliated with St. John Health
System through eight hospitals
and more than 50 medical and
specialty centers

8 No or low copays on most
benefits
ﬁ'llNopnperworkwchimnw

e

B Prescription services at
2,000 Blue Cross Blue Shield
participating pharmacies
throughout Michigan

Since 1994, Wayne County’s

~ HealthChoice has collaborated

with health care providers to
offer health care services to

Eligible business owners
include those with five or more

employees, with at least 50 per-
mt“tholrmw

below the 15 percent mark.

B Reason: “Transplants” — for-
eign-owned car companies oper-
ating in the U.S. - grew from
zero in 1970 to 1984 to more
than 26 percent of the current
market.

B Auto sales by domestic man-
ufacturers (both transplants and
the Big Three Michigan-based
firms) have topped 85 percent of

the market with imports sliding
below 15 percent.

B Michigan’s share of total
U.S. auto production peaked at
35.8 percent in 1988. In 1996,
Michigan accounted for 30.5 per-
cent of total U.S. output.

B Analysts no longer think of
“autos” and “trucks” separately.
They think of autos and “light
trucks” as one type of consumer

vehicle. “Light trucks” includes

pickups, minivans and sport-

utility vehicles.

B Light trucks have leaped to
45 percent of the market — 6.5
million of a total domestic “light
motor vehicle” sales of 15 million
— from less than 20 percent in
the early 1970s.

B Leasing is growing popular.
In 1984, just 1.4 percent of sales

were leases; currently, 21.2 per-
cent.

B Luxury cars are most fre-
quently leased - 64 percent.
Budget car owners used leases
for less than 14 percent of their
acquisitions.

B Average price of a domestic
new car was a shade below
$17,000; of an import, more than
$27,400; of total cars, $18,565.

B Cars are getting older on
average. In 1970, average age
was 5.6 years; since 1991 the age
has risen from 8.1 to 8.5 years
currently. Average age of trucks
was more stable — 7.3 years in
1970, 8 to 8.4 years throughout
the 1990s.

Dodge Neon with $1500 cash back.

Now it’s even easier to take off in a Dodge Neon. After 31,500 cash back, Neon's just

- A $10,155 for starters, 312,830 nicely equipped® with lots of neat stuff like AXC, automatic,
power front ‘windaws, power locks and power mirrors. Or get low 1.9% APR financing

for up to 60 months! But you better move quick. They're going pretty fast these days.

Neon.’IheNewDodge
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s destination. MSRPs after cash back ew
fimanced for qualified buyers. Or get $1.500 cash hack.
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Scoping: Kevin Brown of Livonia hangs out while the
Whalers play at Compuware Sports Arena Saturday in
a game in which they broke their winning streak.

Go Whalers! Rebecca and Jerry Trumpka are big-time fans of the hometown Ontario Hockey League team. And
when their team scores, they go with the moment, not to mention a little celebration.

Whalers rule
Hockey night in Plymouth

g‘rY KEVIN BROWN taken their seats in the top row rookie.
AFF WRITER overlooking the Erie goal. :
t's loads of fun to watch a Ply- __We're here practically every Good for kids
Imomh Whalers game, even a S8Mme. The owner (Peter Kar- Dave Hayes, a
viire botie loss: maxlio_s1 13 my son-in-law,” Schatz P}llymoulyh 'Eo:vn-
explained. ship police detec-
On the job: Thomas Valead, a Westland machinist, sh‘i:i:i ?:rkS;tr:rl:ix;g’ 53{;2212 -:1}:}(: *It's not really crowded. You tive, is at the game
sells programs during the game. He joined the Whale the Erie Otters. can get in the restrooms whenev- with his kids,
Watchers when the team moved to Plymouth and that’s The Whalers made a third ©€f You want to,” he added. Qnth"“«"\;‘,,& and
how he got a job selling programs. period comeback but still lost, 8- 'Tf;:,-" T8 GIEIANG gRmNS. Nick, 4. With him
5. That broke an 11-game home e come out a couple times a are some fellow
win streak. year,” said Rick Elder of coaches from the

But soht with the Whal Brighton. Son Mike is wearing a mite hockey
anduthzi?tganav?eveal: a big;er: red and white Slava Kozlov Red Stingrays.
picture: Wings jersey with No. 13 on the “I think it's good

Having an Ontario Hockey back; son Steve also has a Wings' hockey for the kids.

League hockey team playing in Jersey. _ It's aggressive |ntent: Stevie and Chris Hensel of
your back yard is a joy — for It's easier to get tuikgtsufqr ho{c\l;e_\t'h hessgld. ~ Canton watch their first Whalers’
hockey fans and the soon-to-be Whalers games, Elder ""d" It‘f other Stngray game.
corrvertad. a good hockey game, they play coach, Jim

For the few who've been hiding hard,” he said. M;C usker of qui,
out the pas.t 16 months and The game was just opening as said, “I like the ice _ g watch the game from recliners,
haven't hedrd, lét'a recap: Kim Guenther and son Blakely arena and the fan enthusiasm. where they’re served complimen-

... The Whalers, once known as made their way to their seats. = McCusker said that while he tary ribs and beverages.
“"the Juniér Red Wings, started  Lhis is the second time we've likes to see the Red Wings, “it's  The Whalers average 3,400
play as the Ontario Hockey been here. It's very inexpensive. hard to get tickets. We try to see  attendance per game, with 1,900

League (OHL) Plymouth From all seats you can see the the W:vhalers about once a geason ticket holders. Assistant
Whalers in September 1996 in 82me€. I only live up the road,” month. _ General Manager Kerry Kerch
the grand Compuware Sports Guenther said. Shlee }gaye:‘j‘;e has 2'9 kith, said attendance tends to

. ane, 6, an unmy, 8, at the | =4
Anena;om Beck Hoac, Promoting game. Watching Whalers games ::rease - 8 At Jograie
Premier league Manning the counter at The is more than just entertainment The regular season ends in

The OHL is known in hockey Fish Market, which' offers - itjs_ a f:hance to show the kids mid-March. If the team is suc-
circles to be the premier amateur 'vhaler jerseys, sweat shirts and positioning and how to properly (egsful in the playoffs, play can

league supplying players to the other items placed on neat pass the puck, hesaid. continue into mid-May.

National Hockey League. OHL shelves, was Ryan Stupakis of The Otters, in the}r white uni- Near some large pop canisters, !
players are ages 16-20. NHL Dearborn. . forms trimmed with red and concessions manager Scott Spik- |
stars Eric Lindros and Mike We sell a lot of these (minia- orange, are strong on defense. er talks with one of his staffers. |
Modano are among dozens who ture) hocke‘y sticks to kxds,ﬂ he When the Whalers bring the Most are moms with the-Ply-
played for the team now known said. The sticks are $5 and $4. puck up ice, the Erie forwards mouth Figure Skating Club who

as the Whalers. “Most of the stuff we sell is the and defenseman are able to get work at games in exchange-for

“It’s really a game of anticipa- novelties,” be e_xplaingd. But back in front of their goalie, to jce time for their kids. -

tion and reaction. Smarter play- Whalers rephca jerseys, in dark intercept passes or block s_ths. Jerry Trumpka, Plymouth

ers always seem to be going in blug and trimmed in green and .Ene goahe Patrick Dovigi uses Midas Muffler shop owrer,

the right direction,” said NHL white, are also popular, at $119 his goal ank to deflect a shot up watching the play shift to the
Phoenix Coyote scout Vaughn each. over the rink glass, about 14 Erie end, said, “I'm out here all

Karpan, on hand to scout Selling programs and lineups rows back. Paint,gd on the boards  the time.” He follows OHL stats
Whalers forward David Legwand from a stand facing those enter- are ads for national and local p the World Wide Web, and has

and defenseman Kevin IDg the arena was Thomas businesses, including Colonial gyen worked as an unofficial
Holdridge. “We’re looking at Valead of Westland, a machinist. Collision and Trader Jacks. team mascot.

everyone that’s first-time eligible He joined the Whale Watchers The arena sound system blasts “In two or three years they'll

for the (NHL) draft,” Karpan fan club when the team moved to  out a rousing combination of jock he playing in the NHL. It’s kind

said. Plymouth. That led to the job rock favorites. When referee ,f |ike ‘I knew them when,' " 1
Karpan, who lives in Vancou- selling programs. “I love it,” he Mark Hicks calls an Erie penal- Trumpka said. |

ver and said he’s been on the said. . ty, “I'm A Loser, Baby” fills the Following the 8-5 loss, coach

road scouting “34 of the last 38 For a typxc’al game, he sells arena as the power-play time is  Peter DeBoer is still upbeat.

days” pronounces the Whalers ™more than 130 programs gnd illuminated in bright red num- “We got outplayed. We were

mmr the game, Farmington Hill’s Fire Mite facility as “pretty nice in terms about the same number of line- bers on the scoreboard over cen- ,ndefeated in 11 at home, we

AA hockey team got to go into the locker room and get  of the OHL. It's clean and bright, "0 = . . . S, might have got a little bit over-

player a pphs. Whaler Andrew Taylor signs it's well-lit,” he said. sation to sheat “Vea!™ as rookic Entertaining fans oifeams oo e

Jonathan tine’s poster. X Legwand scores the first goal of To keep fans entertained even g ¢ ?; HOSm'.'SS:::rda;mSeim;Oe
Regular fans the game, at 4:28. between periods, Whalers staff against the North Bay (fenuenm-’

t About 20 minutes before game Legwand is the Whalers top present mini-mite games or the ,ls Ticket prices are $6, $9 and
Staff photos by Bil time, Robert Schatz and wife scorer, with 30 goals. In fact, he "King of the Hill” promotion. g9 .
Bresler Joanne of West Bloomfield had leads the OHL in goals by a Two lucky fans are chosen to .

— i LT , W ¥ B Wait!
% At e, RSN L ety NS N i : Whalers’

o d ; : player Yuri
- B 2 . Babenko, No.
- b e A < =P 12, looks - -

v e : : upset as hé

g - v - makes his-
4 < : Z way to the
A ‘ : locker room
as kids urge
him to stop.
The Whalers
lost Satur-
day to the
Erie Otters
8-5. The loss
broke the
team’s home
game win-
ning streak.
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CONCERNED
ABOUT AN ELDERLY PARENT
OR FRIEND? CONSIDER

THE AFFORDABLE!

amen’icnn
R HOUSE

Health Care memional available
. Month to Month rental

IN WAYNE COUNTY
There is an American House Near You
: Livonia Westland Westland Il
. 14265 Middlebelt Rd. 1660 Vi Rd. 59201 Joy Rd.
Livonia, MI 48154 Westland, M1 48185  Westland, MI 48185
(513) 261-2884 (515) 526-7777 (513) 454-9838
Dearborn Hgts.* Lincoln Park
26600 Ann Arbor Trail 1901 Southfield Rd. ]
Dearborn Heights, M1 48127 Lincoln Park, MI 48146 £
p (313) 278-6430 (315) 586-5600
" “individual Villas Avallable st Dearborn
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Judge wants report in 14 months on Rouge

H ‘We believe there are about 5,000 (illegal
storm drain connections), but we don’t know

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK .
STAFF WRITER

U.S. District Judge John
Feikens will allow three coun-
ties and 43 communities 14
months to report back to him on
progress made on the Rouge
River before he decides whether
a management authority should
take over the cleanup project.

Feikens decided on Nov. 13 to
allow the time extension after a
conference was held in his court-
room. Several community repre-
sentatives, Oakland and Washt-
enaw county drain commission-
ers and representatives from the
state Department of Environ-
mental Quality attended the
conference.

Feikens appointed a commit-
tee, chaired by court monitor
Jonathan Bulkley, to discuss
over the next 14 months the
communities’ requirements and
how they should be addressed in
general stormwater permits. The
committee also includes George
Kuhn, Oakland County drain
commissioner: Janis Bobrin,
Washtenaw County drain com-
missioner, and Jim Murray,
director of Wayne County's
Department of Environment and

where they're at.’

Jim Murray

—director of Wayne County Department of Environment

state officials.

Murray expects the discus-
sions will focus on what commu-
nities will need to do with septic
tanks, illicit downspout connec-
tions and public education and
how these issues will be outlined
on general permits issued by the
DEQ to Rouge River basin com-
munities.

Murray also believes dialogue
will continue with the state DEQ
on the 2002 deadline to build
retention basins to control com-
bined sewer overflows. CSOs are
combined sanitary and storm
sewers that overflow into the
Rouge after heavy rainfalls and
empties sewage into the Rouge.

Murray and local community
leaders are concerned that any
mandate to build retention
basins could cost communities
millions in bonds and higher
sewer rates.

Murray would prefer that
those communities have an

opportumty to “spread these
costs out” over several years. “I
think some of the communities,
namely Dearborn, Dearborn
Heights, Inkster and Redford,
need more time to build them.”
Septic tanks and illicit connec-
tions are two issues that need to
be addressed before evaluating
the effegtiveness of the program,
Murray said. Surveys have
shown some Rouge basin com-
munities have high septic failure

rates.

“The city of Southfield did a
survey, and found a 40 to 60 per-
cent failure rate,” Murray said.
“Other communities that have
newer systems have 5 to 10 per-
cent failure rate.”

Wayne County and communi-
ties do not have a septic tank
program in place but Murray
expects that issue will be dis-
cussed with communities.

“This is an issue that has to be
addressed,” Murray said. “These

septic tanks should be pumped
out every three to five years.
Nobody is doing that right now.”

Murray also estimates that
about 5,000 illegal storm drain
connections into combined sewer
overflows also add runoff to the
river. “There are 900 that we
know of,” Murray said. “Based
on that we believe there are
about 5,000, but we don’t know
where they're at.”

On the retention basins, Mur-
ray believes communities need
more time to allow communities
to fund the facilities and give
them the ability to construct
these facilities.

The committee will also dis-
cuss the use of a geographic
information system and who will
manage it.

The committee is scheduled to
meet at 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec.
11 at Farmington Hills City
Hall, 31555 11 Mile Road. The
meetings are open to the public
and community leaders are
encouraged to attend.

Anyone who wishes to get on
the mailing list to be notified
about these informational meet-
ings can call the Rouge Program
office at 961-0700.

County LightFest continues to shine for hohdays

With 4 1/2 miles of giant ani-
mated displays and nearly a mil-
lion lights along Hines Drive, it’s
the Midwest's largest holiday
light show.

The holiday extravaganza
includes a visit from Santa
Clgus. Santa will be available for

.

pictures for a $5 donation.

In addition, visitors can com-
plete their holiday shopping at
the gift shop where Christmas
ornaments, wreaths and stock-
ing stuffer items can be pur-
chased.

To warm up before going

home, visitors can purchase hot
chocolate, hot dogs, nachos and
other food and beverages at the
concession stand.

Motorists can drive through 7
to 10 p.m. through Jan. 1, except
Christmas Day. They can enter
at Hines Drive and Merriman. A
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minimum donation of $5 per car
keeps LightFest operating.

For information, call (313)
261-1990.

Suicide

from page All

administer an opiate and mor-
phine. As the doses become clos-
er, one depresses the respiratory
effort,” he said, with the result
being death.

Peters’ bill nixed

Opposed was Sen. Jim Berry-
man, D-Adrian. “People will find
a way (to end life). No one should
have to go into the basement
with a gun. No one should have
to find his father hanging in the
garage.”

Two days earlier, VanRegen-
morter’s Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee rejected Peters’ SB 653,
which is similar to the Merian’s
Friends initiative. It would:

M Limit the option of assisted
suicide to Michigan residents
who are terminally ill and have
six months or less to live.

B Require patients to get two
doctors’ opinions state the illness
is terminal.

B Require patients to undergo
psychological counseling.

@ Limit methods to doctor-pre-

B Require voter approval of
the bill.

e
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Madonna University adds full-time faculty members

Madonna University officials
have added several new full-time
instructors to the faculty.

Sister Victoria Marie Indyk
has joined the faculty of Madon-
na as a full-time instructor in
the nursing department.

Prior to joining the faculty,
Indyk worked at Saint
Joseph/Angela Hall from 1993-
97 in the Felician Sisters Infir-
mary as the director for nursing
services. She is a member of the
Healthcare and Retirement
Committee and serves as a vol-
unteer at St. Frances Cabrini
Clinic for Poor in Detroit.

She received both her bache-
lor’s in 1975 and her master’s in
1993 in nursing from Madonna
University. Indyk took her vows
to become a Felician sister in
1969 and is a Livonia resident.

Sister Mary Francis
Lewandowski has joined the
Madonna faculty as a part-time
adjunct lecturer in the art
department. A Livonia resident,
she also taught at St. Florian
and Ladywood high schools. An
alumna of Madonna University,
she received her bachelor's
degree in art in 1991. In 1997,
she graduated from Wayne State

Business
leaders
want
tougher
standards

The Michigan Business Lead-
ers for Education Excellence is
urging the state House and State
Senate to strengthen the High
School Proficiency Test (HSPT)
and to maintain the state-
endorsed diploma.

“The Michigan Legislature
must continue to raise academic
standards for all Michigan chil-
dren and the time for action is
now,” said MBLEE Chairman
Dave Whitwam, chairman and
CEO of Whirlpool Corp.

Specifically, MBLEE wants to
strengthen the HSPT by retain-
ing a high standard in cut
scores, with clear definitions as
to what each level means.

Quick action on the Senate
floor is needed to ensure that a
complete HSPT process is in
place for testing this year and
that past problems with admin-
istering the test are avoided.

The business group said the
HSPT is a major step to restor-
ing the value and integrity of the
high school diploma, to fairly
measure a student’s ability to
apply the knowledge they have
gained and raise the standard of
education in Michigan's schools.

“While we are pleased that the
Senate Committee moved a
majority of the House bills quick-
ly, we remain concerned that
policy makers may be backing
away from high standards and
the power the HSPT has in
improving curriculum,” said
Whitwam.

Not to be overlooked is the
importance of maintaining the
endorsed diploma, noted MBLEE
Director Jim Sandy. “For years,
we assumed that any child com-
pleting 13 years of schooling
would be equipped with the nec-
essary skills to enter the work-
force or go on to college

“Unfortunately, we were
wrong, but the endorsed diploma
will send the message that these
skills are necessary and impor-
tant.”

MBLEE has been engaged in a
campaign to raise the awareness
of Michigan employers about
how the endorsed diploma can be
a useful tool in their hiring prac-
tices

Jim Barrett, president and
CEO of the Michigan Chamber
of Commerce, said, “It is up to
the employers to include the
endorsed diploma as part of the
employment process. This will
send a strong message to schools
and students that a quality edu-
cation is a prereqmsite to
procuring a quality job.”

MBLEE is an education
reform initiative formed in 1991,
It represents a collaboratxve
effort between the Michigan
Chamber of Commerce, the
Michigan Business Roundtable,
corporate Sponsors and key poh-
cy makers.

Roger Crownover
University with a master’s
degree in printmaking.

Roger Crownover has joined
the faculty of Madonna Universi-
ty as a full-time assistant profes-
sor in the history department,
where he has worked part time
since 1991. Crownover has
taught at Qakland Community
College and Schoolcraft College.

He is a graduate of Union
Institute’s doctoral program in
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Sister Victoria Marle Indyk

Cincinnati, where he studied
military history. In 1990 he
received his master's degree in
history from Eastern Michigan
University and is a 1989 alum-
nus of Madonna University
where he received his bachelor’s
degree in history.

Marvin Weingarden also
joined the Madonna faculty as a
full-time assistant professor in
the mathematics department.
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Sister Mary Francis Lewandowski
Weingarden worked for the
Detroit Public Schools where he
began his career in mathematics
in 1961. He also taught at
Wayne State University, the
University of Detroit-Mercy and
Oakland Community College.

A past president of the Detroit
Area Council of Teachers of
Mathematics, currently Wein-
garden serves on the board of

ARE YO
READY
TO HIT

THE

Marvin Weingarden
directors. He received the honor
of Mathematics Educator of the
Year for the 1997-97 academic
year from the Detroit Area
Council of Teachers of Mathe-
matics

He has published several
books, his most recent titled
“Algebra I and II — Explorations
and Applications.”

Bernard Travnikar has joined

ITmoewWRSAND S

AM SERIES
SNOWBOARD

219

SLOPES?

PREPARE
YOURSELF.

&hS

MICHAEL
SKI JACKETS

POWDER KEG
SKit JACKETS

199

TICIND 3-IN-1
SKi JACKETS

LHE

AUTHORITY

NINTER GOLD
e SKI JACKETS 4

120" 4 768%

149*‘“

AA SNOWBOARD lOOTS

the faculty as a full-time
ate professor in the educati
department. )
Travnikar, a 1992 graduate
Wayne State’s education
ship/administration dectoral
gram, has taught at Oakl
University, Northern Michi
University and Western Mi
gan University. His offi¢
include chair for the Specii
Education Advisory Commit

and president of the Michigan

Chapter of the Council for Chil-
dren with Behavior Disorders.

Travnikar received his bache-
lor’s degree in English in 1970
and his master’s degree in spé-
cial education in 1976 from Oak-
land University.

Laurie Kaufman also hds
joined thefaculty as a full- time
assistant professor in the eduga-
tion department. Previously, she
taught at Oakland University-as
a visiting professor.

In 1968, she graduated vnth
her bachelor’s degree and teach-
ing certification in Spanish from
Wayne State University. She

received both her master’s g
degree in 1982 and her doctorate &
in 1997 from QOakland Universi- £

ty.
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Proposal allows sheriffs secondary employment

lem—Connty Commmtoner
Goom Cushingberry Jr. intro-
duced an ordinance recently that
would grant greater freedoms to
Wayne County Sheriff officers.

The ordinance would
allow riff Department offi-
cers to obtain secondary employ-
ment and to wear Sheriff uni-
forms while on that secondary
job, The jobs would be limited to
avoid conflicts, said Cushingber-

y.
‘The Wayne County Commis-
sion heard the proposed ordi-
nance and then referred it to the
Committee on Public Safety and
Judiciary and the Ways and
Means Committee for review.
The issue could return before the
County Commission as early as
the Thursday, Dec. 4 meeting.

ARTS & CRAF
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Cl.uhingberry who represent.s
thée 6th District in Detroit, cur-
rently serves as chairman of the
Ways and Means Committee and
is a member of the Committee on
Public Safety and the Judiciary.

Should the ordinance be
adopted, the decision of whether
an officer can hold a secondary
job — not to exceed 20 hours per
week — would be left up to the
Wayne County Sheriff for
approval.

“It will make the community
safer because they'll have
trained people in place to offer
services such as security,” Cush-
ingberry said. Security )obe are
not the only options, he added

Cushingberry got the xdea
while attending a National Asso-
ciation of County Officials

« Holiday Items
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(NACo) and heard that others,
such as Atlanta, already similar
programs.

Cushingberry worked with the
Wayne County Sheriff Depart-
ment, particularly Sheriff Robert
Ficano and Commander Eric
Smith, in drafting the legisla-
tion.

“This is something we've been
looking at for a long time,”
Ficano said. “We're trying to
enhance the opportunities for
our officers. We'll work with
them if they want to explore out-
side employment.”

If the outside employment is

“the right fit” and doesn’t pre-
sent any liability for the Sheriff's
Department, Ficano said he did-
n't object to his deputies havmg
other jobs. At this point, he isn't

We Have
The Best
& Largest

Variety Of
Craftsmen
Anvwhere!

31 4580080

sure how many deputies weould
take advantage of the secondary
employment avenue.

The secondary job cannot
make the officer unavailable for
duty during an emergency; spe-
cial consideration for the Sheriff
officer’s schedule; constitute a
threat to the status or dignity of
the department or Wayne Coun-
ty; and cannot be within the
interior of lounges, clubs or bars
where the principal business is
selling alcoholic beverages or
nude entertainment.

Approval would be granted on
an annual basis. The only
deputies who would be eligible

. ‘are those who have passed their

probationary periods and are in
good standing with the depart-
ment. The secondary employ-
ment privilege can be revoked if
the deputy receives disciplinary
action or is found to be “double
dipping,” working the secondary
job when scheduled to work as a
Sheriff deputy.
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The membership of
MBLEE includes executives
from Chrysler Corporation;
Comerica, Incorporated; Con-
sumers Energy; Dow Chemi-
cal Company; Ford Motor
Company; General Motors
Corporation; Kmart Corpora-

tion; Mead Paper Company;
Pharmacia
Whirlpool Corporation; Uni-
versity of Michigan; and
Michigan Chamber of Com-
merce.

& Upjohn;

HEAT offers aduvice
on holiday safety

The holiday season is the busi-
est shopping season of the year.

It is also a prime season for
criminals to-prey on the hordes
of holiday shoppers burdened by
packages and often too preoccu-
pied to pay attention to the all-
important parking lot safety pre-
cautions.

Topping the holiday shopping
list should be safety, says the
director of Help Eliminate Auto
Thefts, a statewide auto theft
prevention program which oper-
ates a confidential toll free tip
reward line at 1-800-242-HEAT.

“People have lot on their
minds during the holidays and
often do things for the sake of
expediency they might not other-
wise do, like leaving their car
running or open to make a quick
stop for some item or leaving
packages in plain view,” said Bill
Liddane, director of HEAT.
“Unfortunately, this carelessness
is precisely what criminals are
counting on during the holiday
season.”

To help holiday shoppers stay
safe, HEAT has compiled the fol-
lowing list of hints for safe holi-
day shopping:

/n Park in well-lighted areas
near sidewalks or walkways.
Avoid parking near Dumpsters
or large vans or trucks. These
obstacles decrease ability to see
the space around your vehicle,
where carjackers could be hid-
ing.

/n Consider using the valet
service if you are out shopping
alone at night at a mall. Leave
only the ignition key with no
identification. (Keep registration
and proof of insurance in your

wallet.)

/n If you are shopping, late at
night and your car is parked in
the lot, ask the store clerk if it is
possible for store security to
escort you to your car.

/n If you leave purchases or

wrapped gifts in the car, place
them into the trunk and out of
view. -
/n Even if burdened down
with packages, try to keep one
hand free with ignition key in
hand. Look around and inside
car before getting in.

/n If threatened by a carjacker
with a gun or other weapon, give
up the car. Don’t argue. A life is
more important than any car.

If you are carjacked or witness
a carjacking, try to remember
what the carjacker looked like —
sex, height, build, race, age, hair
and eye color. Once you are in a
safe location, report the crime by
dialing 911 or the police. Also
report your information to
HEAT's toll-free tip reward line
at 1-800-242-HEAT. Your confi-
dential information could be
worth up to $10,000.

HEAT rewards tip line callers
up to $1,000 if their tip leads to
the arrest and binding over for
trial of suspected theft ring
members and/or chop shop oper-
ators. HEAT also rewards $2,000
for information leading to the
issuance of a warrant for a car-
jacking suspect.

Since its inception in 1985,
HEAT has recovered 2,375 vehi-
cles at $26.8 million. HEAT has
received 5,246 calls leading to
the arrest of 1,960 suspects.
HEAT has awarded more than
$1.7 million.
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With a rich 40 year heritage of servicing Michigan skiers, Bavarian Village continues to offer the
finest selection of top name brands. The best in skis, boots, bindings and snowboard gear like the
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HOedown tradition endures

wm. some mlo were per-
Iu more stuffed than tho

Ford revitalized it
M in 1920’s and it's still
-.danced at the Lovette Hall Ball-

. noom in Greenfield Village,” said

~Karen Missavage, one of the

; callers for the dance and a fid-

-.dler and mandolin player with
the award-winning Silver

The society provided the live
music Saturday night. Contra

1 dates back to the 1700's.
' The word “contra” comes from
. the French language meaning

I contrary or opposing. Dancers

* face one another in opposing

- lines. Traditional contra dances

r are the Virginia Reel, square

and circle dances. And there's no
need to bring a partner accord-
ing to Missavage. “It's great
fun,” she said.

“It's a lot of singles. It's a lot of
divorced folks and a lot of cou-
as well. This is the type of
dancing where you don't have to
know your right feot from your
left or fancy maneuvers or posi-
tions.” Missavage said.

This was Elbert Jamison's sec-
ond contra dance. The Canton
resident attended the Halloween
dance at the hall. “Some friends
had come before and said it was
a lot of fun,” Jamison said.

Meanwhile, Missavage, who
started contra dancing in 1981
and calling in 1990, said there
are traditional contra dances
held in Ann Arbor, Lansing,
Kalamazoo and Metro Detroit.
But there were no longer any
dances held in the Plymouth
area. She was encouraged by
dancers to start one in the area
and nppronched Bob Johns,

of the Masonic Hall in

Hymuth, who she said “is won-
derful to work with.”

“We have this wonderful hall

here in Plymouth; it’s huge, it

¥

Plymouth Township’s boundary
are pennhud by restrictions on

has air conditioning, it has a
wood floor, it’s ground level, it's
easy to get in, the Masons are
wonderful to us, it needed a
dance,” Missavage said.

The first dance was held there
on Halloween with about 80 peo-
ple attending. Ages of attendees
range from preteens on up to the
80s and 90s. Missavage said t
doesn't matter if there are a few
more women at the dances. She
will call a dance with three fac-
ing three where each woman has
a “gent in the middle to share.”

Missavage will also call a
square dance with four couples
and a woman in the middle so
everyone has the opportunity to
dance. Some of the contra dances
have been handed down through
the generations. Missavage has
written some of her own dances
and used some created by other
callers.

There are no alcoholic bever-
ages and no smoking at the
dance and refreshments are
homemade treats brought from
home.Participants were encour-

aged to bring Thanksgiving left-
overs.

son suit part of larger dispute

suit alleges.
While a trial on these charges
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Brickbat to developer

days.
Or maybe they are.

against a wall for emphasis.

putting up briek.”

it twice, saying, “I don't get it.”

said.

protested too much.

hakespeare and one Canton Township resi-
dent might not be seeing eye-to-eye these

“What’s in a name?” the Bard once said. “A
rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”

Not so, a middle-aged Canton woman told the
planning commission Dec. 1 - banging her head

Her complaint was against builders who create
visions in the names of their developments that
they fail to fulfill in the construction. i

She pointed out Cobblestone Ridge, a name
which she said evokes a beautiful image. “A cob-
blestone is defined as a naturally rounded stone,”
the woman told the developer, but “You're

Then, asking the developer to step aside, she
walked to the wall and banged her head against

She said she had called the developer, who told

CANTON CONNECTION

Lucky club
Canton woman is one member of a Livonia

Alocuzry club that cleaned up recent.ly in the
chl:ugan Lottery’s Big Game, winning the
game’s $150,000 prize in the Oct. 31 drawing.

Barbara A. Varady and 17 others of the “Up
Front Cleaners” lottery club matched the first
five Big Game numbers drawn, and word quickly
spread. ¢

“I checked the winning numbers in the newspa-
per the morning after the drawing, and as soon
as | saw we won, I called the other club mem-
bers,” said club representative Anne Charest.

The 18 club membersmngemageﬂmm%to
64, and all are employed in the dutnbunon cen-
ter at Ford Motor Co.

planmng for the holidays, donating to church and
paying bills.

Other club members are: Daniel Callery of
Redford, Robert M. Cece of Lincoln Park, Anne B.
Charest of Livonia, Henry Coleman of Farming-

Club members’ plans for their winnings include

Some lawmakers still unhappy with Durant payoff to districts

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

As the Durant case battle sputtered to
a close, some lawmakers still were
unhappy about the way state govern-
ment paid off 84 school districts that
won a 17-year lawsuit to recover special
education funds.

Gov. John Engler signed the pair of
bills, calling it a “win-win” proposal for
public school K-12 students. “The bills
will add an additional $1 billion to help
children learn,” he said.

That amount includes $211 million
for the plaintiff districts, which will get
lump sums next April; $640 million over
a decade for 400-plus other districts
which could have filed claims; and the
rest in line items for at-risk pupils.

The Senate passed the bills 34-0 with
three absent, including the hospitalized
Sen. Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion.

A band of House members filed formal

protests as the bills sailed through 99-7,
Among them:

8 Unequal treatment - Rep. Mike
Goschka, R-Brant: “It does not treat all
special education children the same.”
Plaintiff districts get their money imme-
diately, but “the rest of the school dis-
tricts will receive only half of the money
that is due them immediately, and the
balance will ‘supposedly’ be paid in
equal increments over the next 10
years. There is no guarantee that this
will actually happen, as no legislature is
bound by the agreements of a previous
legislature.”

@ Money source - The payoff came

from the budget stabilization fund, the -

so-called “rainy day” fund, instead of
the year-end surplus in the general
fund, Goschka said.

B Inequity — Rep. Alan Cropsey, R-
DeWitt: “When Proposal A was voted by
the people. . . the Legislature promised
to work toward equitable funding of the

public schools. . . The poorest school dis-

tricts are penalized under this s¢theme,
and the wealthiest school districts.are
the beneficiaries.” v
@ Shortage of funds - h Kirk
Profit, D-Ypsilanti: ‘K is {
to me that this state can continue to
ignore the will of the: e as
expressed by . . . the ee unnd

ment (requmng the state to m for all
services it mandates from

ment). Now, to add insult

government seeks to dﬂy th. mn
tees. . . by at least an inflationary
increase in state financial support for
their public education.”

B No refund - Rep. David Jaye, R-
Utica: “This Legislature and the gover-
nor rejected Jaye amendments which
would have 1) returned $983 million to
the property taxpayers, just like a utili-
ty overcharge; 2) require a vote in each
school district in November 1998 on
whether the money should be returned

to the property taxpayers or spent on
school teachers and bureaucratic perks;
3) any school spending programs shoyld
be approved by the voters.”

State ‘a model’

Meanwhile, the battle over special
education costs —~ the biggest chunk of
money in the Durant lawsuit — contin-

ued in the State Board of Education.

The board, during a special meeting
Nov. 13, said it will make “significant
revisions” to the special education deliv-
ery system, but indicated it will support
Michigan’s higher and costlier stan-

" dards

“Our laws served as a model for the
first federal laws passed back in 1975
said Dorothy Beardmore, R-Rochester
Hills, vice president of the board. “We
continue to be the only state educating
students with disabilities from birth to
26 years old.”

“It is our intent to enable, rather than
constrain, local efforts to service chil-
dren with disabilities,” said Jacquelyn
Thompson, acting director of the state’s
office of special education services.

But many suburban K-12 school eﬁ
cials are worried about two things: 1)
the rising cost per-pupil of special ed
and 2) the growing numbers of kids
whose parents demand special ed.

Suburban officials, such as those’in
MAISL {(Michigan Association for
Improved School Legislation), fear spe-
cial ed will eat up general ed funds. No
longer do they have the power to go to
voters and ask for more property taxes.

A year ago, an Engler administrasion
official floated a trial balloon: Follew
federal rules and provide funds for ages
3-21 instead of birth to 26. Lawmakers
fled from the idea, but so far haven't
come up with a method of controlling
special ed costs.

her cobblestones cost too much. “But you're not
giving credence to the names that are used,” she

Everyone chuckled, but none thought the lady

terson of Detroit,

ton Hills, Von R. Dragan of Livonia, James E.
Edwards of Detroit, Willie Hare of Novi, John M.
Kennedy of Dearborn Heights, Myrtle Marshall
of Detroit, Gordon Micallef of Detroit, Alfred Pat-

Eddie L. Seymore of Inkster, Wanda K. Snyder of
Brighton, Thomas W. Sullivan of Hazel Park,
Julius White of Southfield and Gary Zylka of

Pearlie M. Ridley of Detroit,

Livonia.
library: Great Contemporary Christmas
B “Major League Reading” Stories”
B “Chop Suey” B “Miracle on the 17th Green”

Bill directs attention to students’ reading disorders

More state Capitol capsules:

Reading bill OK'd

Rep. Bob Brown, D-Dearborn
Heights, won unanimous House
approval of his bill to give more
attention to students’ reading
disorders.

The House Nov. 13 voted 104-0

teachers be trained to recognize
the signs of reading disorders
and to make informed decisions
about the help kids need in read-
ing.

“We left politics at the school
house door,” said Brown after
receiving bipartisan support,

B STATE NEWS

years see their property picked
up by professional lien buyers in
a tax sale.

Under the new bills. delin-
quent property would be forfeit-
ed directly to the state Depart-

B Rep. Juditk Scranton, R-
Brighton, wants to tack a $10
assessment oft top of tickets
issued to'motorists for both

parking and moving violations.
Héar House Bill 6324 would give
$1 to the courts, $5.40 for county
roads and $3. 60 for municipal
roads. Her bill is in the House

last month to improve the child
support system. Among the
members are:

B Kirsten Frank Kelly, who
will be presiding judge of the
new Family Division of Wayne
County Circuit Court — appoint-
ed by Chief Justice Conrad Mal-
lett Jr.
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Hotel interest

news that Canton locations are being
| scouted by major hotel chains is another
signal that the community’s makeover
into a true, metropolitan suburb is reaching
critical mass.
Township officials are or will shortly be
looking at proposals for a Marriott Courtyard
_and Holiday Inn Express, both planned for
' Michigan Avenue. Up to three other hotel
" developers could seek approval to build in
Canton, according to officials. It's important to
note that these are scaled-down, smaller pro-
jects popular with business travelers and
vacationing families on a budget. While none
of these projects could be considered a conven-
tion hotel, amenities including a restaurant
and banquet center are part of the plans for at
least two of them.
! Frankly, a lack of first-class accommodation
and meeting room space is one thing that still
sets Canton apart from other thriving suburbs
along the I-275 corridor. Livonia, Farmington

e Class-Size Action Partnership (CAP),

the four-year-old citizen committee that
has helped Plymouth-Canton Community

Schools focus on its most pressing problem,

" has released its annual report. The report’s
message: Although gains have occurred in
reducing the elementary student-teacher ratio
(from 30 students to almost 24 since CAP was
started in 1993), the district is still running
short on classroom space.

Any further reduction will be difficult —~ and
depending on annual enrollment increases

_during the next few years the ratio could actu-
ally rise again — without new construction.

. A new elementary school for Canton, the
district’s biggest growth area, has already

I

t’s certainly a busy time of year, what with
. #the demands of work, family and holiday
* preparation. It’s all too easy to forget those
. who need our help, such as patients scheduled
for surgery and others who need blood.

The American Red Cross experiences a
decline in blood donations this time of year,
but it’s not due to lack of opportunity to give
blood. By rolling up your sleeve and giving
just a few minutes of your time, you could be
saving a life. Those who benefit from your gift
will thank you in their hearts, even though
you will likely never meet.

In addition to permanent Red Cross facili-
ties, a number of blood drives are scheduled,

" throughout the area. Red Cross officials
encourage you to get out and give blood, to
S help fight the traditional heliday blood short-

age.

Area sites include: ]
B 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14, at
Newburg United Methodist Church-Fellow-
- (318) 422-0149. .
8 1-7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 23, at Century 21-

| Big league

Students being short-changed

The Red Cross needs your help

is a good sign

Hills and Novi all boast such facilities. Canton
has gotten by until now with more budget-ori-
ented motels — both franchise and indepen-
dently operated — and the Summit. The com-
munity center offers banquet and corporate
meeting facilities for up to 300 people but
because it is government- run its mission is
more broadly defined than that of a privately
owned hotel or banquet center.

Carleigh Flaharty, executive director of the
Canton Chamber of Commerce, believes there
is enough growth in the business community
to support new hotels. Development in the
Michigan Avenue corridor is already heating
up with corporate parks expected to draw
research and technological firms to Canton.
More choices for accommodations and meet-
ings will, in turn, act as a drawing card for
additional business growth.

Additional hotel space in Canton is a defi-
nite plus for the community’s future.

Retail madness: An empl
Arthur back on the shelf.

our friend, Arthur.

Dreaming of a green Christmas

ee at the Canton Target store, places a Talking
e race is on to see what this year’s “must-have” holi-
day toy will be. So far, it doesn’t look like a Tickle-Me Elmo kind of season for
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been approved by Plymouth-Canton voters. i

We speak, of course, of the March 22 bond Remarks ‘napprop"ate
election still being disputed by former state |read with disgust and dismay the petty,
Rep. Jerry Vorva. The district, though, cannot ungracious remarks made regarding the
sell any bonds until the dispute is resolved. legacy of former Detroit Mayor Coleman

The Observer has repeatedly suggested Young. Although I thoroughly support every-
Vorva drop his lawsuit, which already has one’s right to speak their opinion, I expected
been dismissed at the circuit court level. that the municipal leaders would not use
Vorva refuses, vowing an appeal unless he can Mayor Young's death as an opportunity to fur-
wring some sort of concession from school ther divide the city and the suburbs.
leaders. I find (Tom) Yack's comments particularly

So while Vorva and the district continue to disturbing because he just provides the fuel
slug it out in court, Plymouth-Canton stu- for those who believe that suburban leaders
dents and their parents wonder which elemen- are simply Detroit bashers based on their own
tary school they will attend next year and how racism. I found it interesting that in 20 years
many classmates they will have. only cross-district busing and Coleman Young
were the only two things that have impacted
this region. How could this municipal leader
ignore the expanded Cobo Hall, the merger of
Republic and Northwest Airlines, the Chrysler
bailout and other things which have had a
much stronger impact on the region than
cross-district busing?

Then Sen. (Bob) Geake’s comments were
certainly interesting. Perhaps Mayor Young
felt the same way about working with him.
But I guess since Sen. Geake is searching for
brotherhood and cooperation he isn’t very
comfortable working with State Rep. Deb
Whyman either. As for the comments of Ply-
mouth Township trustee Arnold I think the
term “raped” is reactionary, rude, crude and
very very disrespectful as well being blatantly
false. If he “raped” the city then so did every
business that left their environmentally
unsound facilities empty as they moved to
“greenfield” sites.

I think the residents of Plymouth and Can-
ton expect the municipal leaders to uphold
high standards of decorum and to be gracious.
Believe it or not, when you leave Michigan

Lutheran Church-Fellowship Hall, 23225 Gill,
Farmington, (248) 615-9191.

8 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19, at the
Safety Council for Southeastern Michigan-
Tower 14, 21700 Northwestern Highway,
Southfield, (248) 557-7010.

# 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19, at
Henry Ford Medical Center-conference room,
6777 W. Maple, West Bloomfield, (248) 661-
4100. '

B 2-8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 23, at the Jewish
War Memorial, 16990 W. 12 Mile, Southfield,
(248) 968-72389.

B 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 29, at Prov-
idence Hospital-Doctor’s Dining Room, 16001
W. Nine Mile, Southfield, (248) 424-3180.

B 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 30, at
Providence Hospital-Doctor’s Dining Room,
16001 W. Nine Mile, Southfield, (248) 424-

3180. and go to other parts of the nation, Plymouth,
Blood donors must be at least 17, weigh 110 Canton, Northville, Romulus, Taylor, Troy,
pounds or more “and be in general good Rochester, etc., are really just a part of

health,” said Ann-Marie Morris, public rela-
tions specialist for the American Red Cross.
For those who can’t make it to one of the
holiday season blood drives, there’s a perma-
nent donor center in the Bell Creek Office
Plaza, 29691 Six Mile, Livonia, as well as
Appointm to give blood can be made by

Detroit. We need to overcome the racism or
whatever that divides our region.
It would certainly help if our municipal
leaders would lead. ;
Fred Gaddy
Canton

Repeat the election

ecause [ was curious about the cause of all
hoopla, I attended the Oct. 7 meeting
held in Plymouth City Hall to discuss the dis-
puted bond tax election last March.
I had never seen or heard Jerry Vorva

.

| half expected to encounter a wild-eyed fanatic.
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before, so, based upon the portrait painted by
some political officials and press members, I

Instead, I found him to be enthusiastic but
very reasonable. Although the meeting was
open to all, school officials and other legal
opponents of Mr. Vorva declined to show up.

I am currently writing because I don’t think
the vast majority of local taxpayers know
what is going on with this issue. Basically, my
previous suspicion and now my conclusion is
that the election was held under suspicious
circumstances, it was executed in a blunder-
ing manner, and a cover-up ensued.

It seems right to me that the election
should simply be repeated.

Back on Election Day, I remember thinking
that something was fishy about the fact that
the election was held on a Saturday and that I
had heard so little about it in advance. The
only reason I even made it to vote was that
somebody told me they had voted that day, so
I managed to cast the very last vote in my
precinct. I wondered whether the circum-
stances were calculated to keep the number of
voters low and to select for certain types of
voters.

Little did I know that, unlike most elec-
tions, most of the absentee ballots were not
mailed out, markedly decreasing the impact of
elderly voters. The most astounding thing to
me is that I don’t even know whether my vote
was counted at all, since a whopping 7 percent
of all of the votes cast that day simply did not
register.

At the meeting, Mr. Vorva also discussed
issues such as previously known faults of the
voting machines that were chosen, their
improper approval for use in the election, and
a secretive meeting in June that school offi-
cials went to Lansing to participate in, but all
the details cannot be crammed into this space.

1 was not too surprised by the loud appear-
ance of a couple of pro-tax zealots, but the
vast majority of the attenders supported the
investigation and legal actions taken, notwith-
standing the spin control exerted by school
officials and their allies.

In such a questionable and very close elec-
tion, it doesn’t seem right to me that the
result should stand, and I think a more fair
election should be held. It is just too bad that
it was not done earlier before the school dis-
trict poured all of that taxpayer money into
their legal maneuvers to justify it. It looks like
Mr, Vorva has a legitimate case.

Ray Wira
Plymouth Township

~ Philip Power

£

: Community Hospital to her
home in Canton, where she was

; attacked. She was not
raped, nothing was stolen or removed
from inside the house, only her life
-was taken, smothefed by metallic
tape wound around her head, feet and
',.nds. There was no struggle.

1 ' Her husband, Dr. Charles Ray
Fisher, claimed that both suffered the
iniguity of a cowardly attack by
_anknown assailants who tied and
taped them and knocked them uncon-
_geious, striking him brutally in the
head. After that life went blank to
him, he survived without a scratch;
Ella Maria died five days later.

Her horrible death changed forever
the peace and tranquility of her par-

. 8l no clothes. The emperor, in this
. B case, is Gov. Engler’s administra-
" fion and the ideologues, both in poli-
“tics and the electric industry, who
| chant about “competition, competi-
 tion, competition.”
" Their flawed premise: If competi-
" tion is good in the auto, media and
'~ clothing industries, it also must be
| good in the electric industry.
| Indeed, the Michigan Public Ser-
" vice Commission, born in 1919 to reg-
P ulate utilities, is working on such a
- plan. Well, it’s looking at plans sub-
. mitted by the regulated industries.
| Attorney General Frank Kelley
thinks the process is tainted. He
 issued a blistering press release last
week saying that the two big electric
companies, Detroit Edison and Con-
sumers Energy, met behind cloged
doors with the Michigan Chamber of
‘Commerce and the Jobs Commission
to cook up a deal that may hurt con-
sumers. Kelley says they are plotting
" to pass onto homeowners and small
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" death.

Part of it, of course, was nothing more than

. media hype.

[ in anxiety to outdo each other.

4 Live reports from the line at the Museum of

* African-American History, where Young’s body

| lay in state! Helicopters over Greater Grace

3 Temple, where the funeral service was held!

[ Breaking news when it happens! Film at 11!

. Upon reflection, though, there was more con-
_ tent to the mayor’s passing than elevated media

¢ Coleman Young was a remarkable man who
| lived a remarkable life. His career will certainly
L become an important part of Michigan's history,
"~ rising far beyond the domain of current events.
b Thomas Carlyle, the great 19th century histo-
~ rian, argued that, “The history of the world is

"~ but the biography of great men.” And certainly

. the great man theory of history seems at first

glance to have found persuasive evidence in

Coleman Young’s life.

j g t's time to say it: The emperor has |

Charles Fisher guilty of murder in the
first degree. On the scheduled sen-
tencing day, judge Claudia House Mor-
com set aside the jury’s decision
under the subterfuge that “the prose-
cution made improper remarks dur-
ing the closing statement.”

Three more trials followed. Charles
Fisher was convicted of first-degree
murder a second time, which was
reversed on appeal. The third and
fourth trials ended with hung juries,
although Charles Fisher was subse-
quently charged and convicted of
obstructing justice after paying fellow
jail inmates to confess to the murder.
For this, Charles Fisher served four
years in prison.

In total, 59 jurors found Charles
Fisher guilty of murder in the first or

businesses the costs of “securitiza-
tion.”

It’s complex but not incomprehensi-
ble. If competition comes to the elec-
tric industry, consumers will switch
and leave certain investments
“stranded” without any means of pay-
ing them off. One method of paying
them off is “securitization,” the float-
ing of bonds to cover them.

Kelley smells a rat. He says the
deal is to stick consumers and busi-
nesses, which pay 8-10 cents per kilo-
watt hour, with those costs and let the
bulk buyers, such as industries, which
pay 4-5 cents per KWH, off the securi-
tization hook.

So much for the benefits of compe-
tition.

There is a reason why we have reg-
ulated monopolies instead of competi-
tion. It’s told in Detroit Edison’s own
prize-winning history, “The Force of
Energy: A Business History of the
Detroit Edison Co.” by Raymond C.
Miller. He writes of Alex Dow, presi-

..\ y, I was astonished at the enormous |
7 amount of attention the news media paid to
. former Detroit Mayor Coleman A. Young’s

" (Confronted for once with an honest-to-good-
' ness big, breaking story, members of the Detroit
" media community nearly foamed at the mouth

dent of Edison from 1903-40:

Coleman Young’s legacy was
‘one of substance and style

pleaded no contest to the murder
charge in exchange for a 12-year
prison sentence (and credit for more
than six years already served in
prison or jail.)

We consider that a dastardly deci-
sion, a betrayal of the rights of the
victim and her survivors and contrary
to fair justice and the interest of the
people, since People versus Fisher
now becomes a Precedent case.

By accepting the no contest plea,
Charles Fisher does not admit or deny
the charges or the findings of 59

'jurors, who legally found him guilty of
the murder of his wife.

The State of Michigan, by accept-
ing the pleas agreement, eliminates
the possibility of a civil action. This is

“In the conventional economic soci-
ety, price was determined by the com-
petitive process. Dow had watched the
struggle between the arc companies in
Detroit, and drew the moral there-
from.

“Competition will not work in the
electrical industry.

“Duplication of lines and facilities
is a dangerous waste of capital, to no
good purpose. Price, since it cannot be
set in this industry by direct competi-
tion, must be an administered price,
which means substantially a monop-

oly price.

the victim’s survivors.

Charles Fisher should not enrich
himself at the expense of the murder
of his wife. Any proceeds coming
directly or indirectly from the death of
Ella Maria shall be returned to the
victim’s son or parents, such as the
possibility of Charles Fisher writing a
book on the murder of his wife and
coming out as the innocent party
abused by the Michigan legal sys* m.

If the no contest plea is to be
accepted, we insist that the minimum
additional time to be served by
Charles Fisher shall be not less than
10 years from the date of his return to
prison, regardless of the minimum
time allowed in the statutes, since
this murder was deliberate and pre-

The Observer & Eecentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1997 (C)A21
7 v BOINTS O
AQ 0! mak out ents’ lives, far away, and her 11-year- | second degree and only one not guilty. | contrary to our interests. The state .We demand that Charles Fisher
th.i fofJul - old son. After the most recent trial ended in | can not give away what it does not mﬂm{h:thutsopamz:dlﬂw
) the nigh y 15, 1984, Ella In 1986, a Wayne County Circuit a hung jury last October, Charles possess. assets that Charles Fisher
W Maria Mh‘hﬂf- a young Court jury of 12 citizens found Fisher agreed to a plea bargain with There are major reasons why the wife, Ella Maria Mm. held
urse, returned from her job at the the Wayne County prosecutor. He has | no contest plea is not acceptable to as husband and wife at the time of

her death, or at least a minimum of °*
$100,000, to be paid to her son; as
well as restitution to the state of $1
million to cover the cost of his trials.
Charles Fisher must also relin-
‘quish two cemetery lots located in
Lexington, Ky., where Ella Maria is
buried and remove the stone with his .
name. .
In lieu of the no contest plea, we
the parents and signers of this letter, .
survivors of our daughter Ella Maria
Mercado-Fisher, ask that another
trial be held for the murder of our
daughter, or insist that Charles Ray
Fisher plead guilty to second-degree
murder. ,
Manuel O. Mercado
Clair E. Mercado,

meditated.

Time to rethink idea of ‘competition’ as cure-all

“Dow did not shrink from the next
logical conclusion: an administered
price then must be set with full public
knowledge, and must rest on public
approval and confidence, Public par-
ticipation in the price-making process,
either directly or through a responsi-
ble public agency, was an essential
corollary to the industry’s inevitable
monopoly position.” (pages 27-28.)

In his sequel, “Kilowatts at Work,”
professor Miller noted that it takes $4
of invested capital to produce $1 of
revenue (page 241). Look at Edison’s
or Consumers’ annual report, and
you'll see extremely high capital costs:
(depreciation and interest) per $1 of
revenue compared to (say) Kmart’s.

If competition was dangerous and
wasteful then, what has changed?
Nothing.

We are reaping the dubious bene-
fits of competition in the telephone
industry. AT&T, broken up by federal
court order in 1984, is trying to
rebuild its empire with acquisitions.

Consumers are bewildered by solicita-

Cape Coral, Fla.

for utilities
tions and “slams.” '

So unfrightened is Ameritech of
competition that this year it jacked up|
its coin phone rate 40 percent. After |
charging bail bond companies for yel- |
low pages ads, Ameritech stopped :
placing directories at phone booths,
where people who need bail bonds
customarily call from.

Enough of this ideological ether
about “competition” in electricity! ‘
Alex Dow had it right. Sound business:
sense dictates in some places we have :
monopolies regulated by government. -
We've had a “mixed economy” since
George Washington’s day. The princi-
ple is sound.

And while we're at it, we should
reverse the Blanchard administra-
tion’s error and place the Public Ser-
vice Commission under the Open
Meetings Act.

Tim Richard reports on the local
implications of state and regional :
events. His voice mail box is (313) 953-
2047, Ext. 1881.

|

career?

of elections.

PHILIP POWER

Thucydides, the ancient Greek historian,
introduced in his “History of the Peloponnesian
War” the distinction between what might be
called the proximate cause and the real cause.
Proximate causes include things like the out-
come of battles, the death of kings, the winning

Real causes, on the other hand, have to do
with underlying factors over the decades such as
| the stately swing of demography over the
decades, the spread of technology.
Look at in this context, what we see at work

From his refusal to endure segregation and

.~ ership in the Michigan Senate and, finally, to
" his unprecedented five terms as mayor of the
. largest city in the state, Coleman Young seems
¢ ‘s though destined specifically to play a path-
1 ing role.
" 'the race card when necessary but realistic
| lenough to realize that separatism cannot work
in 20th century America.
b - Certainly his greatest accomplishment was to
* raise the hopes and shape the ambitions of the
g majority in the city of Detroit.
Remember, you didn't hear much about black
folks and their contributions when Al Cobo was
. mayor, or even Jerry Cavanagh. Coleman Young
2 snified the established demographic fact
| hat black Americans represented a majority of
.~ Detroit's population.
' Detroit’s current mayor, Dennis Archer,
'!; aght this point perfectly in his eulogy, sug-
4 that Mayor Young's “most important
was not the bricks and mortar of Detroit,
the spirit and soul of Detroit that he embod-
»

% 80 was Coleman Young himself the cause of
“all the changes that we associate with his

Y

§ mistreatment in the Army Air Corps to his lead- |

' ¢ He was smart, cunning, rough, willing to play |

are underlying trends — causes, if you will — at
work throughout this century that finally
expressed themselves in Coleman Young’s elec-
tion as mayor.

| The good jobs at good pay that accompanied
the rise of the automobile manufacturing plants
around Detroit provoked the largest mass
migration — from the rural South to the urban

| North - in American history. Later, after World
War 11, the automobile made possible the
growth of the suburbs and the means by which
families — originally white, but later of all races
| — moved out of the center city.

These factors drove the dynamics of demogra-
phy and, gradually, made Detroit an increasing-
ly black city. And it was only a matter of time
until a special kind of black politician tdrned up
that the black majority would express itself in
an election.

That special kind of politician turned out to
be Coleman Young. And the future of our state
never will be the same.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
| munications Network Inc., the company that
| owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (313) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@oeonline.com.

M-TH 10-9; F & SAT. 10-10; SUN 116

35121 W. Warren
Westland
(313) 326-3930
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Plymouth
company
relocates
to expand

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER

For Robert Bloch Jr., the move
is about two blocks away.

But for his company, PMC
Machinery Sales of Plymouth, it
means more room — about
47,000 more square feet — in
which he can expand his
machine tool sales and distribu-
tion business at a 7.75 acre site
in Northville Township.

The Northville site is located
in the research and development
area of county-owned property
along Five Mile Road, between
Sheldon and Beck roads. It is
located just east of Optical Imag-
ing Systems Inc.

Robert Bloch, Jr. purchased
the property for $1,012,770 from
Wayne County’s, Economic
Development Corporation, which
will transfer the money to the
county’s general fund. County
commissioners unanimously
approved the land sale Nov. 20.

Bloch will lease the property to
his company, PMC Machinery
Sales of Plymouth Township.
Bloch will lease his old building,
-which is zoned light industrial.
PMC has been located in Ply-
mouth since 1989,

“I moved to expand,” Bloch
said “I would have stayed (in
Plymouth), but I was land-
locked.” Bloch plans to build a
headquarters building, a cus-
tomer showroom and demonstra-
tion center.

Archie Clark, who represented
the Wayne County Jobs and Eco-
nomic Development Department,
told commissioners at a study
session on Nov. 18 he expected
the project will result in a $3.5
million in investment, retain 50
jobs and create 50 new ones.

Bloch told commissioners he
planned on starting with 28,000
square feet, which would take
care of the company’s space
needs for two years. Bloch
expects to enlarge the building
then to 75,000 square feet.

Commissioner Bruce Patter-
son, R-Canton, wondered if the
$130,680-an-acre price was com-
parable for western Wayne
County. Bill Eisenberg, vice
chairman of the Farbman Group,
told Patterson it compared well
to property along M-14.

About 32 acres remain for
research and development at the
Northville site.

Bloch will need site plan
approval from Northville Town-
ship officials before he breaks
ground on the new facility.

Bloch started PMC in 1983. It
has been located in Farmington
Hillg, Livonia and Plymouth.

Residents
can help,
‘adopt’
families

W4 Country (106.7 FM) is
helping families with the W4
Country Adopt a Family Pro-
gram, in conjunction with Volun-
teers of America,

W4 listeners and members of
the public can call 1-888-6W4-
1067, a toll-free number, to
adopt a family this holiday sea-
Volunteers of America hopes to
adopt 500 families this year.”

ing families’ will receive a
mm ‘and wish list from the
they . Sponsors

Bill to repeal helmet law denounced by medical groups

House passage of a bill
repealing the motorcycle hel-
met law is being denounced by
medical interests,

“Absolutely unbelievable,”
said Dennis Rzadkowolski,
chair of the Brain Injury Asso-
ciation of Michigan, headquar-
tered in Brighton.

It’s “ridiculous” that the bill
exempted persons over 21 but
kept the rule for those under
21, he said, “When the brain is

B ‘As physicians we treat the victims of serious

injuries from motorcycle accidents, and this bill
could only create more injuries.’

Peter Duhamel

-—surgeon

injured, it is permanent,
regardless of a person’s age.”
The Michigan State Medical
Society vowed to fight the bill
in the Senate. Dr. Peter A.

Duhamel, Rochester Hills sur-
geon and MSMS president,
said, “As physicians we treat
the victims of serious injuries
from motorcycle accidents, and

this bill could only create more
injuries.”

House Bill 4284 passed the
House on a 58-44 vote and was
sent to the Senate.

No rate hike

State officials say Michigan
owners of sport-utility vehicles
shouldn't be hit by insurance
rate hikes occurring elsewhere
in the U.S.

Reason: Michigan has a no- -
fault law. “In most instances,
the driver responsible for the
accident cannot be sued for
medical expenses,” said Gov.
Engler. “The injured person’s
own auto insurance policy will
pay all necessary medical and
rehabilitation expenses as well
as three years'replacement ser-
vices and wage loss benefits.”
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‘Grands’ are

grand gift
for children

he’s a walking billboard for

vibrancy, quick-wittedness,

resourcefulness, industrious-
ness, exuberance, independence, tena-
ciousness and she’s busier than any-
one with a 40-hour-a-week job is.

Is she unusual for 75-plus years
old? Doubt it, because today’s grand-
parents are a breed of their own.

Maybe you have memories of grand-
parents who beetled about in their
cozy little house, rocked back and
forth in their favorite rocking chair
and could barely see over the steering
wheel of their outrageously large

automobile? Betcha these aren't from -

your recent past.

With today’s grandparents “on the
go,” just where do grandchildren fit
into the picture? Are they a burden or
a privilege? Are grandparents func-
tioning like extended parents as they
have in the past?

Many parents say that the grand-
parents appear to be too busy or too
distant from their grandchildren to be
there for them. But you would be sur-
prised to learn that most of them
would like to be close to their grand-
children.

Is there great value in their being

Please see SENSORS, B2

Y

B What started out as a way
of entertaining children
who visited her home has
turned into the Dream
Team Tracing Company for
Marie Smith of Plymouth.

" BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
STAFF WRITER

To entertain children who visited her
Plymouth home, Marie Smith would
trace pictures of hockey players, ice
skaters and dancers for her young
guests to color.

Smith, however, got a little tired of
holding the paper up to the windows
and making multiple copies, so she
started her own company, Dream Team
Tracing Company, which offers Figure
Skater, Hockey and Dancer Tracing
Kits.

“The kids really liked it, and the
more I checked into this I found that
there weren't any art products like this
for children,” Smith said.

All the kits come with reusable trac-
ing cards, 25 sheets of tracing paper,
nine non-toxic colored pencils and a
tracing pencil.

The skater kit tracing cards have
four different poses and two design
cards. The dancer kit offers two jazz
dance positions and two ballet poses.
The hockey kits come with two players
and a goalie, and a design page with a
helmet, jersey and numbers.

“They can draw any hockey player,
jersey or helmet, and add names num-
ber logos and colors,” she said.

With the kits, children can start out

December 11

Thursday

with tracing just the figure. Those of
advanced skill can add to the costume
accessories like rhinestones, beads, hel-
mets and numbers which are found on
another card.

Smith’s company also sells packages
of “Color Me Note Cards,” which
include eight note cards and envelopes
with the same characters.

“The note cards are blank inside so
they can use them for birthday cards,
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