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Bible cour t : A judge ' s t eps clown and issues an apology to a Canton woman . A4 

Canton (Dbsecwr 
So how was your vacation? 
We d like to know. 
The Observer is interest-

ed in reporting on your vaca-
tion trips this summer. Old . 
anything funny or unusual 
happen? Where did you go 
and what did you see? 

We're asking readers to 
call us at 459-2700 or fax 
us at 459-4224 (Include 
your name and daytime tele-
phone number). Tell us you 
want to report your vacation experiences. We'll take 
them down and tell your friends and neighbors, 
through a write-up in the newspaper. 

We may also ask you to drop by a photo or two. to 
illustrate your vacation adventures. 

So have fun on vacation! And don't forget to call us 
and tell us about it! 

I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Road work: Motorists can expect 
to see the resurfacing of Haggerty 
Road from Joy to Ann Arbor 
roads but it won't happen until 
next year./A6 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

Jazz: Birmingham hosts Jazzfest 
'97, July 24-26. While big-time 
acts perform on the outdoor main 
stage in Shain Park, other jazz 
artists will play in restaurants. 
See schedule on page./E4 

Comedy: Funny and bighearted, 
Elliot Branch and other local 
comedians "Laugh and make a 
Difference. "/El 
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S E V E N T Y - F I V E C E N T S 

Program fires shot at virus 
Plymouth-Canton school off ic ials are tak-
ing aim agains t Hepatit is B. Sixth graders 

vacc inat ions against 
communicable dls-

ease at tacks the liver and can be fatal. 

County H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t , the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention in At lanta concluded tha t 
H p p a t i f i B R h a a K p c i m p a "t iypwr* 

Oh, rats: Letter 
of unusual laws 
a bounty for some 

B T RENEE SKOGLUND 
STAFF winn 

Apparently, aome s ta te laws are like old sol-
diers: They never die, just fade away. 

For instance, did you know it's illegal to paint a 
sparrow yellow? Tha t a farmer must be reim-
bursed for chickens killed by an "undetermined" 
dog? T h a t ne ighbors can have an impa r t i a l 
"fence-sitter" settle their disputes? 

Or that townships must pay a bounty on dead 
rats? 

Whan WDIV-TV reporter Roger Weber decided 
to do research for a humorous piece on archaic 
state laws that aired on July 12, he headed out to 
Canton to talk to township Clerk Terry Bennett. 

"We helped him a lot," said Bennett. "We locat-
ed • fence and chicken farmer " 

Weber said the chicken farmer, who lives on 
Cherry Hill, received about $1.50 for each of 
thi r ty chickens t a k e n out by a fowl-mouthed 
canine many years ago. 

Bennett recalled a fence dispute in the 1990s for 
which Canton did appoint a fence-sitter. It seems 
one neighbor's cows were drif t ing into another 

RENEE SKOGLUND 
STAFF WRITER 

This fall, Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools will begin a program 
of immunizing sixth-grade middle 
school students against Hepatitis B, 
an inflammatory disease affect ing 
the liver that is caused by a virus 
and transmitted from person to per-
son. 

"The goal of the program is to pro-
tect Plymouth and Canton students 
from Hepatitis B. We're fortunate to., 
have such dedicated school nurses to 
coordinate the cooperative program 
with the Michigan Depar tment of 
Community Health and St. Joseph 
Mercy H o s p i t a l , " s a id d i s t r i c t 
spokesperson. Judy Evola.' 

According to Dr . Donald 
Lawrenchuk, director of the Wayne 

epidemic in this country. 
Lawrenchuk said the virus is "one 

of the leading sexually transmitted 
d i s e a s e s " a n d can be p a s s e d on 
through intercourse and even kiss-
ing if there are abrasions on the lips 
or in t h e m o u t h . Itq method of 
transmission is similar to HIV (the 
AIDS virus), usually through blood 
and blood related products. Howev-
er, the Hepatitis B virus is hardier 
and more easily t ransmit ted than 
HIV. 

"The good news is we have a very 
good and very safe vaccine Hepati-
tis B is the only sexually transmit-
ted disease that we have a vaccine 
for." 

District nurses said the program's 
focus on middle school students is to 
p r o t e c t a p o p u l a t i o n be fo re i t 
e n g a g e s in r i sky behav io r . / \ l l 
incoming students will be required 
to have th is ser ies before school 
entry in the year 2000. 

The American Academy of Pedi-
atrics has recommended the vaccine 
for in fan t s and adolescents s ince 

P lease see IMMUNIZATIONS, A2 

Roughing it, Heritage Park-style 

< 

StAtr PHOTOS *r Box 

Camp-out and Movie Night: Randy Rushing sets up his family's 
tent Friday for the second annual camp-out in Heritage Park. 
"About 11 o'clock, when the kids are asleep, this will be worth it," 
he joked. At right, Scott Gasorksi relishes the first bite of his hot 
dog. Friday's event featured cookouts for dinner and breakfast; the 
movie mSpace Jam" shown outdoors in the park amphitheater; 
and plenty of outdoor activities for kids of all ages. 

Road project money saved from last-minute detour 
BY VALERIE O LANDER 
STAFF WRITKR 

Canton almost lost $886,800 in 
RtatP transportation money for the 

CANTON CENTER REALIGNMENT 

realignment of Canton Center Road 
with Belleville Road. 

The long-awaited reconstruction is 
expected to improve the traffic flow 
from Michigan Avenue to Geddes 
a n d se t t h e s t a g e for f u t u r e 
upgrades on Canton Center, which 
is becoming an increasingly impor-

Mease see UWi, A* 

t a n t n o r t h - s o u t h a r t e r y for 
motorists. 

The state transportation economic 
development fund was expected to 

pay 80 percent of the t i l million—1006. although the county, an of last 
week, had ye t to give i ts official 
s t amp of approval , said Can ton ' s 
representa t ive to the county com-
mission, Bnifce Patterson. 

The commission had to approve 
the project by July 24 or the money 
would rever t back to the s ta te , he 
said. The issue was brought to Pat-

total construction costs for the Can-
ton Center Road realignment with 
federal money it receives for road 
improvements. 

Typically. Wayne County picks up 
the remaining costs, however. Can-
ton Township agreed to pay the 20 
percent since officials felt the project 
needed immediate attention. 

Canton Township approved the 
cost-sharing agreement in August of 

desk in adminis t ra t ion ' s manage-
ment and budget office... I think it 
was purely accidental. I don't think 
anything sinister happened here." 
he said. 

terson's attention for the first time 
on July 16. 

"I think it ended up on someone's 

In normal order of business road 
projects such as this go through a 
c o m m i t t e e before r each ing final 
commission vote. However, Com-
mission chairman Ricardo Solomon. 
D-Detroit, agreed to allow the item 
to bypass the committee process and 
move to the commission agenda , 
Patterson said. 

Wayne County already had signs 

P lease see R O A D PROJECT. A4 

Board studies options for Canton High pool 
RENEX M . SKOGLUND 
STAFF wirrra 

The Plymouth-Canton swim team 
wants to take a dive into their own 
pool. 

Since March, when two inspec-
tions by the Michigan Depar tment 
of Publ ic H e a l t h d e t e r m i n e d the 
pool's racing lanes were too shallow 
for diving from starting blocks, the 
swim team has practiced and com-
peted in Salem's pool. 

The depths of the Phase III pool a t 
the starting end range from 4 feet, 0 
inches to 4 feet , 11 inches. The 
Mich igan D e p a r t m e n t of Pub l i c 
Hea l th ' s r equ i r emen t s for d iving 
f rom s t a r t i n g p l a t f o r m s in pools 
used for competition has been 6 feet 
s ince 1991. The Mich igan High 
School Athletic Association adopted 
a s i m i l a r d e p t h r e q u i r e m e n t in 
1993. 

T h e school b o a r d did no t v o t e 
Tuesday on any recommendations to 
reconfigure the P lymouth-Canton 
pool. Time must be given to solicit 
bids for the work. 

Parents and swimmers know that 
familiar waters are the best. 

"If we do not do something about 
Phase III, the swimmers would use 
Salem's pool. They would be denied 
the opportunity to break their own 
home pool records," said Kathy Lash 
of Plymouth, whose daughter & the 
swim team captain. 

L a s h c h a i r e d a c o m m i t t e e to 
assess conditions and make recom-
mendations for the Phase IH pool. 

The committee, which consisted of 
school a t h l e t i c d i r e c t o r s , swim 
coaches, parents and a school board 
representative, made their presenta-
tion at the school board meeting on 
July 22. 

The c o m m i t t e e p roposed four 
options, but endorsed only the first: 

• Install a moveable bulkhead in 
t h e d iv ing wel l and c h a n g e the 
direction of the racing lanes from an 
east-west to a north-south orienta-
tion. The bulkhead would adjust the 
pool length to the required 75 feet, 1 
inch. 
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Off the 'deep' end: Plymouth-Canton students (from left) 
Steve Blossom, Julie Price and Donny Leclair swim at the 
high school pool. They aren't members of the swim team. 
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