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I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
COUNTY 

Stadium tax: The Conference of 
Western Wayne votes Friday on 
whether to support or oppose a 
proposed tax to help fund a 
Detroit stadium. Meanwhile, a 
former Plymouth-area congress-
man will  lead the fight against 
Proposition S on the Nov. 5 gen-
eral election ballot./5A 

MALLS & MAINSTREETS 

Survivor: A 24-year-old cancer sur-
vivor who is majoring in chem-
istry at Wayne State University * 
enjoys that opportunity because 
of a special fashion benefit. The 
Fall Spectacular benefit will  be 
staged Wednesday night./ 10A 

TASTE 

Apples: Fall is crunch time in 
Michigan, one of the top produc-
ers of apples. / IB 

Laura's Fat-Free Kitchen; By substi-
tuting a few ingredients, you can 
drastically cut the fat in apple 
coffee cake./IB 

SPORTS 

Opening up: Plymouth Canton 
opened its football' season on -
friendly ground (at home), 
although the opponent - state-
ranked Monroe - was not willing 
to make it an easy start for the 
Chiefs. Salem, on the other hand, 
was on the road against another 
state-ranked foe: Belleville./1C 

Title-shot: Canton s girls basket-
ball team pulled away from 
Rochester Adams Thursday to 
advance to Saturday's champi-
onship game of the Mercy Hoops 
Classic, against the host team. 
And Salem met Bishop Borgess, 
runner-up in Class C last year, on 
Saturday./1C 
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Fireworks fracas 
continues - again 

For more than a year now, lawyers and 
j udges have hagg led over the state's 
f i reworks law. Again, a pretr ial  for n i n e 
peop le charged w i th sel l ing i l legal f i re-
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works was pos tponed. 

BY VALERIE OLANDER 
STAFF WRITER 

Spec ta to r s will  have to wa i t 
longer for the grand finale in the 
ongoing debate over the s ta te 's 
fireworks law. 

A Wednesday pretrial in 35th 
D is t r i c t Cour t for n ine people 
charged with selling illegal fire-
works to undercoyer Canton police 

officers was postponed unti l Oct. 
7. 

A l though the p r e t r i a l was 
delayed in order for at torneys to 
agree to various facts surrounding 
the case, Judge John McDonald 
said he will  render a decision by 
Oct. 7 or shortly the rea f te r . He 
p l a n s on mak ing a dec is ion 

See FIREWORKS, 2A 

Catholic  school 
first  for  Canton 
BY DIANE HANSON 
SPECIAL WRITER 

"If  you build it, they will  come." 
That haun t ing prophecy from the 
movie, "Field of Dreams," is the 
premise of the Detroit Archdiocese 
and a number of families in the Can-
ton and Plymouth communities. 

The result of that premise will  be 
a new Catholic school to be built on 
Warren Road, between Beck and 
Ridge, on the property of Resurrec-
tion Catho l i c C h u r c h ' i n Can ton 
Township. It will  be the first new 
Catholic school built in the archdio-
cese in 32 years. 

Ground breaking ceremonies are 
scheduled for 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 
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Restoring: Robert June (left) and Kevin O'Keefe (right) are restoring a 130-year-old, historic 
home on Palmer Road. The house was a mess when O'Keefe first found it. 

15, on Resurrection property. Cardi-
nal Adam Maida will  officiate and 
other local, s tate and archdiocesan 
officials have been invited to partici-
pate. 

The name of the new school and 
possibly the new principal will  be 
announced dur ing the ceremony. 
Children are encouraged to bring 
their toy shovels aftd get in on the 
earth-moving action. 

"It's been a long struggle and I'm 
really glad tha t it finally came to 
f ru i t ion, " sa id Kathryn Kristof f . 
Kris toff and her husband, Michael 
Mitchell, have been instrumental in 

See SCHOOL, 2A 

'Mess' is 
a historic 
treasure 
BY RALPH R . ECHTINAW 
ST AIT WRIT** 

L ike m a n y p rese rva t i on i s t s , 
builder Kevin O'Keefe has an eye 
for the subtle hints of character 

that lurk behind the jumbled mess of 
a run -down , u n k e m p t old fa rm 
house. 

O'Keefe f igured he found a trea-
sure in the 130-year-old Frankl in 
House on Pa lmer between Sheldon 
and Morton Taylor, but folks with 
less discerning eyes disagreed 

T h e y Baid, "Man. you must be see-
ing something different than I'm see-
ing, because this place is a mess," he 
said. 

His pa r tne r Robert June added, 
•And you can write, "Robert rolled 

See HOUSE, 6A 

Greg 'doing great' following surgery 
BY CHRISTINA FlIOCO 
STAFF WRITER 

Greg Unger, the Canton teen who underwent a 
double-lung transplant 13 months ago, is "doing 
great" after having a Second surgery Wednesday 
at St. Louis Children's Hospital. 

Greg received a lobe from the lungs of his 51-
year-old father. Bill,  and his 23-year-old sister 
Jamie during an operation which took approxi-
mately six hours. 

Cherry Hill  recalled 
with humor and love 

"He's doing great , " said fami ly spokesman 
Richard Unger, Greg's uncle and Bill's brother. 
"All  three are doing great. ... The doctors are very 
pleased with the i r work. They're really happy 
about how it all went." 

As of Fr iday, the 16-year-old Westland John 
Glenn High School student was on a ventilator 
and receiving 40 percent oxygen. Richard Unger 
said. He was told that the doctors might try to 
wean him off Friday. Greg will  be in the hospital 

for at least a couple weeks. 
Bill  Unger and Jamie Unger were also doing 

well and are staying in private rooms at the hos-
pital. The two are expected to be released some 
time the week of Sept. 8. 

"I  talked with him last night ^Thursday) and he 
sounded like he did last week," Bill  Unger said 
about his brother. 

See GREG, 2A 

E d i t o r ' s n o t e : Canton resident 
Virginia Bailey Parker, an historian 
and author, will  provide the Observ-
er with a series of stones from inter-
views with longtime residents and 
their memories of rural Canton. The 
videotaped interviews are at the 
Canton Historical Society Museum 
for viewing by the public. 

BY VIRGINIA  BAILEY  PARKER 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Murphy 's Law kicked in at the 
s tar t of Don Gill's video interview 
when the monitor mal funct ioned. 
His easy-going manner took the set-

CANTON 
MEMORIES 

back in s t r ide , however , and we 
ended up with a collection of won-
derful stories. 

His family has farmed in Canton 
since 1883. Today, the Gil l  farm 
s t radd les two county l ines. "The 
back of our house is in Washtenaw 
County, and the front is in Canton 

See QILL,  4A 
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Memories: Farmer Don Gill  tells stories about Cherry Hill 
and farming in Canton before the subdivisions came along. 

Bjackboard  flu 
Still no progress on new contract 

BY M . B , DILLON 
STAFF WRITER 

Bargainers for Plymouth-Canton 
Communi ty Schools and i ts 850 
teachers made no progress in a 
two -hou r nego t i a t i ng sess ion ' 

Thursday. Bargaining was set to 
resume at 2:30 p.m. today. 

"We met for two hours, but did 
no actual bargain ing," said Tom 
Cotner , chief negot ia to r for the 
teachers. "We were at tempt ing to 
c la r i f y some of t h e cond i t i ons 

under which we were work ing. 
We're working without a contract 
and were not all together clear on 
some of the things they've indicat-
ed." 

See TEACHER*,  8A 

Man hurt 
in drive-by 
shooting 
BY VALERIE OIANDER 
STAFF WRITE* 

A Labor Day drive-by shooting in 
the Canton Commons Apar tment 
complex, near Haggerty and Palmer 
roads, has left a 19-year-old Canton 
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