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Drawing interest: Local students
are learning how the banking sys-
tem works with the help of local
financial instututions./3A

Canton water: If you think your
water has a different taste to it,
you're not alone. Troubles at De-
troit’s water plant have put an
odor in the water./3A

TASTE

Taste of Sweden: Celebrate the
holidays Swedish style. Meet
members of the Swedish Women'’s
Education Association, Michigan
Chapter, who enjoy cooking and
preserving Swedish culture, tradi-
tions and language./1B

Wine column: In keeping with our
Swedish theme, wine columnists
Eleanor and Ray Heald introduce
readers to eau de vie, a fruit bran-
dy produced in France and
Sweden./1B .

Mature sound: Inspired by Ehe s

LRes 0 vanas

A suit by a couple whose 8-year-old son hung himself a
day after seeing a movie in school has been dismissed.
The suit charged the Plymouth Canton school district

¥| was negligent by allowing the youth to see the movie,
_| _ in which a boy tries to kill himself.

‘By M.B. DILLON
StarF WRITER :

A suit charging the Plymouth Can-
ton schools with negligence in the
hanging death of a second grader has
been dismissed.

Wayne County Circuit Judge Sam-

uel Turner on Monday granted the
schools’ motion for summary disposi-
tion in the Stephen Nalepa lawsuit,
agreeing with the district that the
schools were not guilty of gross negli-
gence in the March 24,

Stephen Nalepa, 8, was found

1990 death.

hanging by a beit from hjs loft in his
Canton Township home. The previ-
ous day, Stephen and his classmates
viewed “Nobody’s Useless,” a film
about a handicapped boy who eventu-
ally decides life is worth living after
trying to take his own life.
The ;

bridge, then by hanging himself with
a belt.

Mary Katherine Norton, attorney
for Stephen and Deborah Nalepa,
said she and co-counsel Barry Wald-

m 4
to kill himself by jumping off a

red in child’s death

_man will appeal,

“We believe the opinjon is wrong,
and we will be filing an appeal,” Nor-
ton said.

Plymouth-Canton Superintendent
John Hoben said he received word of
the ruling, but declined to comment

_until he reviews the case.

Plaintiffs in the suit include
Hoben, the school board, and Galli-
more Elementary Principal Joyce
Reefer Deren, and school staffers

See SCHOOLS, 4A

Work delayed: Construction at the Warren-Sheldon roads int
until spring because of the cotd ar et weather:

STAFF PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX

ersection has been delayed

Brawling
bear
returns

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
© STaFF WRITER

Ceaser is returning.

That's Ceaser the wrestling bear,
whose presence in the Urban Cowboy -
Saloon in Canton earlier this year got
the dander up on anirhal rights activ-
ists. As with last summer, however,

activists will be invited to watch
WXYZ-TV 7 sportscaster Don Shane
— “Dare Don” — wrestle the 1,200
pound black bear for charity.

Ceaser will make his return appear-
ance at 8. p.m. Thursday at the sa-
loon, 39940 Ford Road, one-quarter
mile east of 1-275. The national tele-
vision show, “A Current Affair” also
will be taping the event live.

—Tlikes of BFitisi soundscape

My Bloody Valentine, Ride and
Curve, local outfit Spectacle is a
band whose heartfuf introspection
belies their youth expressed —
through a billowing tonal twin-
guitar attack./6B

MALLS & MAINSTREETS

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Blame it on the weather.

The long anticipated improve-
ments of the congested Warren-
Sheldon roads intersection are now
on hold for spring.

“If the temperature dips even be-
low 40 degrees we need winter pro-

Southland reopens: A big mall
also offers a chance for small re-
tailers to move from a marketplace
table to pushcarts to boutiques.
/108B

SPORTS

WLAA hoops: Plymouth Canton
tried to win its third champion-
ship in five years Saturday in girls
basketball. /1C

tection-for the concrete. As it is, it
(rain) hasn't let up long enough to
dry,” said Tom Casari, township
engineer.

Neighborhoods in the Warren-
Sheldon area were notified of the
start of the project not too long ago.
The decision to delay the project
came with the increasingly poor

- weather, particularly heavy rains. If
the project was started but couldn’t

be finished enough to allow for traf.
fic, there’d be a real mess, Casari
said. X

Improvéments include the wid-
ening of all four legs of the intersec-
tion. Each leg of the intersection
will have a center left turn, a right
turn and a through lane. “It will be
a four-lane intersection in each di-
rection,” Casari said.

The decision to do something
with the‘intersection came as a re-
sult of a 1988 traffic study, staff ob-
servation of problems, including ac-
cidents and long delays at the
lights, as well ‘as resident com-
plaints. It's believed that the pav-
ing of the eastern boundary of War-
ren Road added to the traffic vol-
umes on Warren, leading to
Sheldon Road, Casari said.

Newsroom Fax §59-4224
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Persistent rainfall puts damper
on crucial roadwork until spring

“1 assume there will be some con-
troversy but not like there was last
time,” said bar manager Roy Jean.
“People who were involved with ani-
mal activist groups were invited and
they said they found no cruelty. It
was done tastefully.”

Sherry Silk, director of operations
for the Michigan Humane Society, at-
tended last summer's bear wrestling.
“There was no cruelty. The bear is in
excellent shape. We.don't like any an-
imal used for entertainment pur-
poses. We don’t like it just like we
don’t like rodeos.” But there are no
laws on the books now to prevent this
L type of event, Silk added.

Ceaser is the descendant of a line of
wrestling bears. His cub, in fact, trav-
els with him around the country, ac-
companied by trainer Sam Mazola of
Ohio, who has a bear handling li-
cense, Jean said.

“He is a totally tame bear,” Jean
said. “This gives people a chance to
come out. When people think of a
bear, they go, ‘wow." But the last time
the bear came he took a peppermint
out of my daughter’s mouth.”

Ceaser, who stands at 7-feet, 6-
inches tall, has not been defanged or
declawed. Training is what allows
Ceaser to do the things he does —
gently. Jean will award a c&sh prize to
anyone who can pin Ceaser. Patrons,
both men and women, are welcome to
try their luck with the bear. The wres-
tling matches will be held inside the
bar. Wrestling mats wi]l be rolled out
for the event. And the bear’s trainer
will be on hand, Jean said.

Jean also has contacted the Detroit
Drive about attending the event and
taking their chances with Ceaser.
Some Detroit Lions players also

The planned widening of the Wamn-Shfl-

might be on hand.

Bob Suggs has already left the community, but

wmnwmwthmddmm
of the building authority.

“We salute Bob for his years of contribution to
tb:dea-mity." said township supervisor Tom
Yack.

Trustees adopted a fesolution honoring Suggs
work net only on the building suthority since its
inception in 1978 but aiso as a part-time recre-
ation-director

that wasn't enough reason for Canton trustees not

CANTON CONNECTION"

Motherhood is focus -
o R e Weme's  Weit0-in condidute plokod

Group designed to focus on

Support
and m%‘um. mother
The group will meet 5:30-7:30 p.m. beginning

Nov. 23 for eight weeks.
w-ilheh-'duadm-do.

- don intersection and the addition of turn 2 te- bein?‘l's Jb:,: ':.:;“ ;f Lag—m-nrm—: s
Sec ROADWORK, 2A  layed until spring, is expected to relieve traffic delays. air-conditioned trailer. And a muzzle
is not used.
Myo Bob : 44958 Ford Road in the Canton Community Foun- ‘

dation offices. |
For more information, call Canton Family Ser-
vices and ask for Pat Younce or Bill Joymer, 454-

Beverly Way, a write-in candidate, was chosen
bymlmﬂyumlmhmmhornhho
Canton Township Library Board.

“We had to check all 26,803 privacy sleeves (on
the ballot) for write-ins,” said township clerk

".‘d-"ﬂ’“hm-tbhu hased on ability to pay. Loren Bennett
conatable in Canton,” Yack added. Pat Y. a therapist with Canton Family Way received 8] votes, putting her into the four
Suggs has moved to Idiewiid. Mich Services, Jead the group, which will meet at vear seat
g e ~
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work and said that my son had
just tried to kill himself by climb-
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c oo s from page 2A ? 3 Becom ing a banker: With assistance from Diane Rayha of :
: . ‘ the ;OWJMO% Ply’Touth branch of NBD, right, fourth- e
: ; 3 G rader Joe ite helps ! ‘
'g)'équenm Hisey, William h"The court finds that the result Shortly after he saw the movie, - o~ 2% = o = ’EBM'*KGS@,}! i ban‘k L Jjob as
‘Connor, Ann Wood-Alatolo,  that infact occurred (i.e: th = * daughter telephbned l l ' S =0 R 3
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Jane Armstrong, Norma Foster,

branch of {he National Bank of Detroit.

forseeable.” COMMUNITY

and Alice Brown.
In the opinion-issued last week,
. Turner held that the schools were
not negligent.
The judge said the Nalepas al-
lege that the schools breached a
duty to exercise due care in failing
. to screen the film “Nobody's Use-
| less,” an action which led to imi-
tative conduct resulting in the
miinor’s death.

“The defendants submit that
they are not beholden to any du-
ties such as those alleged by the
plaintiff,” #wrote Turner, “and the
free speech clause of the U.S.
Constitution enjoins the type of
action sought to be maintained.
Although the defendant owed the
decedent the duty of reasonable
care, as a matter of law, that duty
did not include an obligation fo
view and thereafter decline to ex-
hibit the subject film based on
the contingency that a student
might resultingly commiit suicide.

The school district and court
are characterizing Stephen’s
death as a suicide. Canton police
and the Wayne County Medical
Examiner’s Office, however, said
the cause of death was undeter-
mined, and that it wasn't possible
to say whether it was suicide or
an aceident.

A New York medical doctor
called as an expert witness said
that Stephen “at his age, was not
able to form the intent to commit

suicide. His death resulted from a’

foreseeable act of imitation.”

Stephen Nalepa's death isn’t
the first incident involving “No-
body’s Useless” at Gallimore Ele-
mentary School.

A Canton woman recently testi-
fied that her son, who attended
Gallimore from 1983-88, tried to
kill himself after watching “No-
body’s Useless” while a student
at the elementary school.

Road work from page 1A

ing onh top of a freezer in the base-
ment, tying a noose around his
neck and pretending to jump,”
she testified.

“When | came home and asked
why he had done this, he said be-
cause the boy did it in the movie
he'd seen at school.” 2

The woman said she went to
Gallimore and told Principal
Joyce Deren what had happened.

“Mrs. Deren said that my son’s
actions could not possibly be con-
nected te the movie, and she said
1 was making far too much of the
gituation,” she téstified.

‘“Krs. Deren further said that
the school board believed “No-
body’s Useless” was an excellent

~film.”

Another issue involving the
Nalepa case already has made its
way to the Michigan Court of
Appeals, where it is pending.

Turner agreed with the Nale-

diction over the township’s public
roads, also agreed to the need for
improvements at the intersection.
But the agreement doesn’t mean
it'll be paying for it, or helping
pay for it.

The approximately $750,000
cost will be paid for by the town-
ship, whose trustees have already
budgeted the money over a couple
of years. The county, however,
will be putting a cap on the pav-
ing north and south of the inter-
section. =

When the project starts in the
spring, it will be completed in two
phases. The northwest and south-
east corners will be worked on

- first with right turn lanes. The
northeast .and southwest corners
will be next.

“That way the intersection will
remain open,” Casari said.

An added bonus for the inter-

M ‘If the temperature
dips even below 40 de-
grees we need winter
protection for the con-
crete. As itls, it (rain)
hasn’t let up long
enough to dry.’

Tom Casart
township engineer

section will be work on ‘12 town-
ship-owned acres on the north-
west corner of the intersection.
The township is allowing develop-
ers to replace or mitigate wetlands
from other projects on the site.
Developers will pay the.cost of
mitigation. The swampy area or
wetland will be surrounded by a
berm. Paths, perhaps of wood-
chips, will be featured, as well as

picnic tables.
“It will be a real nice area when
it's done,” Casari said.

Not too far from the Warren-
Sheldon intersection, construc-
tion crews are finishing up the
paving of Haggerty Road, north of
Koppernick; as well as the
straightening of the Haggerty-Joy
Road intersection, which will
eliminate the traffic jog there.
‘The roadway should be open to
traffic soon. A special assessment
district of the commercial and in-
dustrial facilities in the Haggerty
Road area is paying for the
project.

On the other side of the town-
ship, developers. are paying 100
percent for the paving of Warren
Road, a little more than half-way
between Beck and Ridge roads by
the Buckingham Place and Royal
Pointe residential developments.

MEET

JEWELRY DESIGNER

MATTHEW C. HOFFMANN

Saturday, November 21
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Fine Jewelry, Livonia

Stephen Nalepa

pas’ attorneys, ruling that Plym-
outh-Canton school administra-
tors and school board members
are not entitled to governmental
immunity in the suit. The dis-
trict’s attorneys have appealed
the ruling.

begins

From all indications, the open-
ing day of the rifle deer season
was a good one.

In many areas of the state there
was snow on the ground whic
made the tracking good. ¢

And for those who bagged their
buck on the season opener, the
Plymouth and Canton Observer
Newspapers offer a running fea-
ture, the Community Buck Pole,

in which the names of successful
hunters are listed.

The buck pole is based on a
tradition in northern Michigan.
Each year during deer season suc-
cessful Hunters bring their buck
to town and hang them on a pole
for all to see.

We want torknow about your
successful hunting season.
Whether you bagged a buck
or a doe with rifie or bow,
give us a call to report the kill.
We'll publish your name.
Call us at The Observer at

(313) 459-2700.
To report a kill, call Jeff
Counts, the editor, or Kevin ;

Brown, a staff writer, at 459-270(; -
between 8:30 am. and 5 p.m;-

Monday through Friday.

We also take pictures of suc- -

cessful hunters with their dead
deer. i

Stop by our offices at 744 Wing
St. in Plymouth during business
hours and we’ll take your picturé
with buck or doe.

Cops catch suspected hub cap crook

A 36-year-old Inkster man was
apprehended eagly Friday morn-
ing while stealing hubcaps from
cars in the Fordham Green Apart-
ments complex on Ford Road.

Police were called to the com-
plex after a resident saw two men
removing hubcaps. When police
arrived the two men jumped out
of their car and fled on foot. After
a short chase, the Inkster man
was apprehended while the other
one got away, said Tammie Coll-
ing, community relations officer.

“He was caught with 67 hub-
caps,” Colling said.

Police have been investigating
the rash of hubcap larcenies that
occurred earlier this week in the

COP CALLS

city’s northeast section and at
apartments such as Carriage
Cove, as well as Holiday Park.

Police are continuing their in-
vestigation. The man, who was
: awaiting arraignment Friday af-
ternoon, was expected to be
charged with larceny, a felony
that carries a maximum penalty
of up to five years in prison.

Be sure

Canton police are asking resi-
dents, pa-ticularly older ones, to
be certain that solicitors, handy-

@anton Dbserver

663-670
by Coserver & Eccentne® Newspapers, 36
Livonia, Mi 48151 Address ab mai (Subss
Mia815] Telephone 591 -0500
HOME DELIVERY SERVICE

/ef IS SUDIECT 10 The conditions stated In the ap
sing depanmment, Canton Observer. 744 Wig
Jpserver resenes the nght not 10 accept an

| Schoolcraft. Livorsa, Mi
change of aadress

per copy, 50¢
monthiy, $3.00
yeany, $5500
abie rate card
. Prymouth
ser's oroer

men or utility workers are who
they say they are before you let
them in your house.

“We haven't experienced any
problems yet, but another depart-
ment has,” Colling said.

Colling is asking residents to
check solicitors’ and others’ iden-
tification badg@{, which are sup-
posed to be worn on outer cloth-
ing, as well as permits obtained
from the township to go door-to-
door. “If they don’t have these

1bings, don't let them in,” Colling

said.
R == S

DICK'S

UPHOLSTERY

By Popular
Demand!

Buck Pole ..}

For Your Favorite
Sota or Chair

Extensive bFabn'c Selection
for Slipcovers or Reupholstering
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Welcome Santa as He Arrives \ﬁ

on a Majestic Horse Drawn Carriage at

the Six Mile Entrance Next to Max & Ermas. [ |

Join Santa in a Festive Holiday Parade Led
by the Churchill High School

Marching Band.

/"‘\\
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When fourth-grader Kasey

Kohn heard a branch of the Na-

tional Bank of Detroit was open-
ing at her school and that man-
agement positions were available,
she got serious,

The Bird Elementary School
student wore a navy blue busi-
ness suit to her “job” interview
and gave impressive answers to

- her prospective boss."She got her

hair done, and she looked beauti-
ful in her nylons and flats,” said
teacher Jane Nichols.

Kasey was “hired,” as were sev-
eral of her classmates for other
positions.

Tuesday marked the opening of
the Bird Branch of NBD Bank.
Kasey ably handled questions

B et

H ‘It’s been a wonderful learning experience.
Students have spent hours balancing their

checkbooks.’

Jane Nichols

teacher

from and gave referrals to her
“customers,” concerning interest
rates and even home equity loans.

Students opened actual ac-
counts, and will be able to make
deposits regularly.

Nichols said the Partnership in
Education project so far is an un-
deniable success.

Fifth-graders were figst to open
bank accounts. “Fifth-graders,
being _ fifth-graders, weren’t as

into it until they saw it,” said Ni-
chols, adding that things went
smoothly once the students began
opening accounts and making de-
posits. “Next week, 60-70 ac-
counts will be opened by fourth-
graders. We will probably have
more activity each succeeding
Tuesday. Each grade Will have
the opportunity
counts.” Fourth grade classes will
take turns running the bank.

to open ac-.

Students show interest in banking

“It’s been a wonderful learning
experience,” said Nichols. “Stu-
dents have spent hours balancing
their checkbooks.”

Gaining practical skills is the
whole idea, said Bird Principal
Claudia Kulnis and Minnie John-
son of NBD’s Metro West Region.

“This partnership offers stu-
dents an educational opportunity
in banking skills; learning how a
bank operates; understanding a
savings account;encouraging sav-
ing; and helping them feel com-
fortable with personal banking,”
they said.

“There is a great deal of experi-
ence to be gained in this joint
venture. We are very excited
about all this partnership holds.”

Visiting the teller: Fifth-
grader Andy Cifaldi opens
an account at the Bird Ele-
mentary School branch of
the National Bank of De- «
troit.

Water stink? Taste funny?

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI

_ STarF WRITER

No need to worry. There is a
reason why your tap water has
been smelling and tasting a bit
different lately.

“There are no contaminants in
the water,” said Karl Gorham, su-

—pervisor of Canton’s water depart-

ment.

Temperature inversion is the
culprit. Mix that with a strong
wind and the water takes on a
new personality.

What happened is that the top

& WEATHER

level of water in Lake St. Clair —
the source for Detroit's water —
flip-flopped with the cooler water
on the bottom. “This happens in
the fall,” Gorham said.

___Added to that natural phenom-
enon was a storm in the area with said. ~

strong easterly winds, which
pushed the water into Detroit’s
intake system. “This will happen
only every 10 years or so and it
has to do.with the wind and the

“The weather strikes again

change in the lake,” Gorham said.

Canton’s water department got
only about five complaints, all on
the same day and from the same
area. The smell and bad taste are
more noticeable when the tap wa-
ter is hot. In the shower, for exam-
ple, the steam also will make the
smell more noticeable, Gorham

A

GIVE CHROME HANDLE, STAINLESS STEEC CUTLERY-SETS

To fix the problem, Detroit put
the water supply through activat-
ed charcoal filters. “The carbon
gets rid of the odor,” Gorham
added.

Charitable giving discussed

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAry WRITER

Myron Liner, the vice president
of United Way of Southeast

Meet the designer and see bis
one-of-a-kind comtemporary designs
of 14k gold earrings, necklaces, rings
and bracelets Geometric and sculptured
shapes accented with diamonds and

other precious gemstomes

Nowvember 20th

MAGICAL HOLIDAY MEMORIES

Keepsake Photos

with Santa in the North Court
Monday through Saturday 11 am. to 7 pm
and Sunday 12 p.m. to0 4 p.m.

T pm o 9 pm. and December 24th: 10 am. 10 4 pm.)

ss the health
of community giving at t
ton Econbmic Club’s monthly
luncheon at noon Thursday.

“He determines who gets mon-
ey,” said Bill Joyner, executive di-
rector of the Canton Community
Foundation, which sponsors the
economic club. Liner is vice presi-

dent of United Way's agency rela-
tions.

The public is invited to the
luncheon, which costs $12 a per-
son, and is at the Geneva Presby-
terian UrcH, s
Canton. ™

Looking ahead, the economic
club is trying to set up future
speaking engagements with 1996

idential contenders, includ-
ing Jack Kemp, Pat Buchanan,
Dan Quayle and Phil Gramm.

“The Canton Economic Club is
in a position of expanding its base
of speakers. We're looking for peo-
ple of a national scope. We want
té look at the issues that affect

n invitation Ha
out to president-elect Bill Clinton
to have his first town meeting at
the economic club. A letter also
went out to outgoing President

George Bush. “We'd like him to |

give a post-presidential presenta-
. tion,” Joyner added.

Canton sponsors equipment sale

L —

H
f
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At your service, contemporary pattern knives with top technical design.
Handles: triple chrome plated for durability. Blades: bi-carbon stainless steel and

mmwmmdmamm three patterns, gift-boxed

Cutlery set, $40. Steak knives, set of four, $40.

Jacobson's

>
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Schools spare 17-acre mature forest — for now

BYM M.B. DILLON
StarF WRITER »

Plymouth Township residents’
efforts to save a climax beech and
~maple forest from dwelopers
bulldozers received a shot in the
arm Monday night with- action
taken by the Plymouth-Canton
school board.

The board agreed to delay until
February the disposition of the
site. The district put the 17 acres,
adjacent to Plymouth Township
Park, on the market after it deter-
mined it wouldn’t be needed for a

‘‘new school. The Selective Group
: of Farmington Hills made a bid
- ‘on the property.

In the wooded seven acres are
trees up to 200 years old.

“I'm pleased the folks interest-

ed in the land are speaking with

_the t.ovmshxp. said trustee David -
Artley. “There are a lot of issues
involved — woods, open space
and the developer.
we're going to pass this and give
them time to take a good hard
look at this.”

Agreed school board member
Dean Swartzwelter: “It’s import-
ant that the newly-elected Plym-
outh Township officials review
this and how the property fits in
to their long-term zoning. The
land can only be used in a manner
consistent with how the township
zones it. This will give them time
to hear citizens’ input.”

Dr. Ann LaFond is one of the
homeowners concerned about pre-
serving the woods. She pointed
out that the township is, in the
view of many, entitled to a dis-
count on the land since it was

I'm pleased-

Plymouth Townshlp t.axpayers
money in part that purchased the
land more than 30 years ago.
PlymoGith Township tax reve-
pue accounts for 39 percent of the
school district's state equalized
valuation. The district includes
part or all of of six communities.

While the purchase price was
much less than the selling price
will be, * Plymouth Township tax-
payers put money in at that time.
Whatever money came back
would be appreciated,” said La
Fond.

“The queston is why should
people pay again, when they paid
for it before?”

Trustees Carl Battishill and
Dean Swartzwelter opposed the
discount.

“We are supporting residents in

Police believe death was accident

- BY DARRELL CLEM

StarF WRITER

A 64-year-old Westland man
died Friday morning when he ap-
parently fell on his revolver,
which discharged into his chest,
Westland police said.

Police don’t suspect foul play or
suicide, Detective-Sgt. Marc
Stobbe said.

Vernon Elam, 64, died some-
time between 8 and 11 a.m. when
he apparently ‘went to his van to
get his .38 revolver, Stobbe said.
The van was parked in the garage
of Elam's residence "at 34000
block of Hazelwood, between

= SHOOTING

Wayne and Wildwood.

Elam was home alone at the
time. His wife left home earlier
Friday morning to take their child
to school, and she had not yet re-
turned, Stobbe said.

Elam was found by his wife
when she returned home later,
Stobbe said. The wife telephoned
for help, but Elam was already
dead when emergency personnel
arrived on the scene.

“It appears he fell on the gun,”
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- was accidental,”

Stobbe said. “It appears the gun
discharged.”

Elam died of a single gunshot
wound to the chest, police said.

Stobbe said Elam had not given
any indications he might commit
suicide, nor were there any known
disputes with possible enemies.

“It looks like it (the shooting)
Stobbe said.

The sergeant said his prelimi-
nary investigation revealed that
Elam was very well-liked in the
neighborhood. “He was a good
neighbor.”

During an investigation, Stobbe
had conversations with family
members and those in the neigh-
borhood who knew Elam.

Based on those conversations,
Stobbe concluded, “This was a
great family.”

their effort of have the township
buy the land, but I don't support
a 39- percent discount on this
property,” said Battishill. “I'm
troubled by a phllosophy that
says, ‘This is mine, we are going
to keep this for ourselves.’

“That moves us further away
from bringing our communities
together. We have an obligation to
be the best possible steward of
those resources. We need to con-
sider what the costs are to tne en-
tire district.”

Swartzwelter said, “As far as
I'm concerned, when money
comes into the district, it should
lose its identity as to where it
came from.”

LaFond said none of the home-

owners are trying to make a split
or division in the Plymouth-Can-

tan school commumty “It’s not
the purpose at all;”" she said.

Trustee Jack Farrow disagreed
with Battishill and Swartzwelter.

“The money that bought that
land originally came from taxpay-
ers of this community, and it’s
jointly owried by all taxpayers. In
a sense, Plymouth Township tax-
payers put up at least a pomon.
80 in a sense, it's partly theirs,”
Farrow said. “They paid for it.
When we go to sell it back to
them, that should be taken into
consideration.”

Appraisals ranging from
$585,000 to $890,000 have been
made, varying with the number of
single family homes that would be
built on the parcel between Ann
Arbor Trail and North Territorial
off McClumpha Road.

The district has not decided on

an asking price. The township,
which has the right of first refus-
al, hasn’t yet made an offer on the
property, said school board presi-
dent Roland Thomas.

Trustee Barbara Graham
advised ﬁnding a practical a solu-
tion. “There is a need for kids in
the community to have open
space to enjoy. We have a lot of
school property, but official ‘uses
of it prohibit them from using it
any time they want to. I would
like to see the residents of the
community stand to benefit from
this as best we can arrange.”

Thomas said, “The monies that
bought that site were those of the
whole district. The funds from the
sale must be put back into the
school—-eoffers—for school expan-
sion of one type or another.”

What better time is there to
honor someone you love than
the Christmas season? And
what better way is there to hon-
or your loved ones than to illu-
minate a light, in their name,
on a Christmas tree — a symbol
of Christmas peace?

Four of the Oakwood Health
Services hospitals, Annapolis,
Heritage, Oakwood, and Seaway
are offering this gift-giving op-
portumtv

A minimum donation will il-
luminate one light. Contribu-
tions will benefit patient care.

The names of all individuals
honored or memorialized, along
with their donors, will appear in
a “Book of Honor” displayed
next to the Tree of Lights in the
hospitals’ lobbies.

‘Tree of Light’ honors loved ones

Tree-lighting ceremonies will
be held at each hospital.
B Annapolis Hospital, Wayne
Tree-Lighting: Ceremony,
sponsored by Annapolls Hospi-
tal Auxiliary, is 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 1, outside the hospital
around the circle drive. Recep-
tion will follow in the hospltal
lobby. Annapolis Hospital is at
33155 Annapolis Avenue. For
more information, call Clyde
Fitch at 721-1372 or Dona Ko-
vach at 427-2949.
M Heritage Hospital, Taylor —
Tree-Lighting Ceremony, spon-
sored by Heritage Hospital
Auxiliary, is 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 2, outside the hospital
main entrance. Reception will
follow in the lobby. Heritage
Hospital is at 10000 Telegraph

Road. For information, call the
Hospital Gift Shop, 295-5213.
8 Oakwood Hospital, Dearborn
Tree-Lighting Ceremony,
sponsored by Oakwood Hospi-
tal Guild, is 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 8, in the hospital lobby, at
18101 Oakwood Blvd: Recep-
tion.will follow in the Adray
Conference Room. For informa-
tion, call Oakwood Hospital
Volunteer Services, 593-5865.

B Seaway Hospital, Trenton —
Tree Lighting Ceremony, spon-
sored by the Seaway Hospital
Auxiliary, is 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 16, outside the hospi-
tal main entrance, at 5450 Fort
Street. A reception will follow.
For information, call Jean Rowe
at 284-4208 or Cathy Cherpok
at 676-5745. b
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““Everything seems so pointless.’

When your life seems meaningless, depression may be the cause. Feelings of
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New OU president started
-as high school art teacher

BY JUDITH DONER BERNE
STAF¥ WRITER

She began her career as a high

'school art teacher. Now she’s out

‘ to paint a bright portrait of Oak-

land University — one that will
attract more local attention.

* Sandra Packard, 50, was inau-
gurated as the fourth president of

' the Rochester Hills-based univer-

.‘bypassed the local area.

sity last Friday, has been
surprised to find that the school’s
-national reputation seems to have
“In the
. region, we're not as well known.”
In recent talks to QOakland
County officials and corporate ex-
ecutives, she told them about
“what I regard as their university.
I don’t think we have done a very
.good job telling our story. I want

! «to open us up and have them

“know they can access what we
have.”

Her journey from art teacher to
president of a public university of

about 12,500 students 8éems un-
likely, if judged by traditional ac-
ademic progressions. But in her
mind it’s not startling because

“Things I had been doing were ac-
tually admmlstratlon And I liked
doing those things.”

Some of those include perpetu-
ation of art therapy programs,

.chairing faculty research commit-
tees and beginning a national
women in art organization.

“Even as a 10-year-old, I met a
Tittle boy with cancer who died. I
organized a neighborhood carni-
val and we raised $124 for cancer
research.”

Although she was picked as a
prestigious ACE (American Col-
lege of Education) Fellow — con-
sidered a training ground for col-’
lege presidents — she said she
had no long-range goal to be one.

That became her goal — “the
day I learned I was getting this
position.”
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Packard has put in six days a

week, 16 hours a day in her first .

months on the job. That, she ac-
knowledges, has been hard on her
husband, Martin, who is in the
midst of setting up his clinical
psychology practice in downtown
Rochester

“He misses my company. If

he’s got a cold and needs TLC,
I'm not there.”

The up side is that he has had
time to take advantage of QOak-
land University's health institute.
“He's lost at least 18 pounds,”
she said.

Her first priority
Packard's first priority has
been to meet people. “I've been

spending my -energies getting to

See PACKARD, 7A

Jim RIDER/STAPF PHOTOGRAPHER

Open campus: Oakland University President Sandra Packard talks with a group of
students overlooking Beer Lake in front of the Vandenberg Residence Hall on the OU
campus.
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