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H O W D O Y O U deal with 

neighborhood crime? That's the 
program which takes place from 7-8 
>.m. Tuesday, March 2 at the 

Canton Public Library. Admission is 
ree and no registration is required. 

Officer Leonard Schemanske, a 
member of the Crime Prevention 
department of the Canton police, 
will  discuss ways to prevent home 
break-ins. He also will  give 
instructions on beginning a 
Neighborhood Watch" program. 

The library is on the third floor of 
'ownship Hall, on Canton Center 

south of Cherry Hill. 

CANTON'S KITCHEN 
Ixand goes to college? Well, it looks 
like those seniors were up to their 
ol' tricks again. This time the band 
recently made the scene before 100 
music and recreation students on 
the Eastern Michigan University 
campus in Ypsilanti. The band, 
directed by Senior Citizens 
coordinator Dolores Edwards, 
enthusiastically played for 40 
minutes at a recital in the new 
Alexander Music Hall. 

T A L K  A B O U T a strange 
reaction — it seems that residents 
in Avon Township, near Rochester, 
are mad because they are getting 
the snow plowed. 

That's right! While Canton 
residents scream because their 
subdivisions get the "cold shoulder" 
from Wayne County Road 
Commission plows, citizens in Avon 
Township wish the plows would 
leave. 

It seems that everytime the plows 
move through Avon subdivisions, 
they push snow into residents' 
driveways, plugging up the car's 
avenue to the street. It was reported 
that Avon residents were seen 
throwing garbage and cursing the 
plows everytime they appeared in a 
subdivision. 

Canton would give anything for 
just one extra plow. 

CLARIFICATION.  Two 
letters to the editor, recently 
submitted by Tom Stillings, 
protested the apportionment plan 
recently approved by Wayne County 
officials. Stillings' opinions 
reflected his personal comment, as 
a Canton citizen, and djd not 
necessary reflect the opinions of the 
Canton Zoning Board of Appeals. 
Stillings sits on the ZBA. / 

SY may face budget ax tonight 

THREE CANTON 
firefighters recently were 
promoted. Steve Burger moved 
from firefighter to sergeant. Bill 
Grady and Kenneth Witt were 
promoted from sergeant to 
lieutenant. Grady is pictured 
(above) on a recent call the day 
before his promotion. He was so 
excited about the promotion he 
wore his lieutenant's badge under 
his coat, although he still wore his 
sergeant's helmet. 

DAVE CHOPMAN and 
Aaron Melford,  both of Canton, 
were co-winners of WSDP-FM ra 
mugs at the station's 10th 
anniversary celebration last wee 
Contestants were asked to guess 
number of WSDP-FM key chains 
a fish bowl. The closest guess wou 
win the mug. Chopman, the brother 
of a radio staff person, guessed ip3, 
while Melford guessed 185. The 
actual number of chains was 184 
WSDP-FM is the student-operated 
radio station of the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools. 

Anyone interested in 
submitting information about 
Canton Township for "The 
Canton Connection" can s< 
items to Canton editor Denni 
O'Connor, 461 S. Main, Pit 
48170. We ask that you type 
print the information and 
include your name and 
number in case we have ant 
questions. Column items should 
be received at least seven dc ys 
before publication. The colu nn 
runs every Monday. 
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Dennis O'Connor 
stciff writer 

first in a series of budget cuts for the 1982-83 
school year will  be discussed tonight when the 
Plymouth-Canton Board of Education decides on 

Juction of the extended school year (ESY) pro-
gr< 

e meeting takes place at 7:30 p.m. at the board 
office, 454 S. Harvey in Plymouth. 

School administrators will  recommend to the 
board that four of six elementary schools return to 
this traditional nine-month school year. 

The four schools are Isbister in Plymouth Town-
sh p, and Miller, Hulsing and Gallimore in Canton, 

ield and Ericksson, also in Canton, are expected 

to stay on ESY in 1982-83. These two buildings are 
close to capacity on ESY. 

IF THE BOARD approves the ESY reduction 
plan, it will  save the district an estimated $300,000. 

Plymouth-Canton schools face an estimated 
$2.22 million deficit for the 1982-83 school year. 
Anticipated expenditures are 5.4 percent more than 
anticipated revenues. The schools are working on a 
$41.4 million budget. 

Reducing ESY schools is one of 21 items facing 
proposed cuts this year. 

Many residents believe ESY saves money for the 
schools, allowing a building to hold one-third more 
students than a nine-month schedule. But operation 
of a building year-round is more expensive. 

Rapid increases in student enrollments in the 

mid-1970s — especially in Canton — forced initia-
tion of the ESY program. Elementary school en-
rollments in Plymouth-Canton schools now are de-
clining, however. 

The proposed cut in ESY would save the district 
$30,000 for each school — a total of $120,000. There 
also is a $140,000 administration savings, with each 
building losing an assistant principal. There also is 
a $40,000 clerical savings, with each building losing 
a secretarial position. 

BOARD MEMBERS seemed concerned at last 
weekend's budget workshop about giving the four 
elementary schools a "long-term guarantee" that 
they would not return to ESY. It was noted, howev-
er, that it's difficult to project future population 
growth. 

Tom Yack, a Canton resident, attended all four 
meetings in early February with parents living in 
ESY attendance areas. All  four schools want to 
come off (2SY, he said. 

Yack spid Miller parents wanted that long-term 
guarantee "etched in concrete," Yack said. They 
believe tney have the right to come off ESY be-
cause they were the first school put on the pro-
gram, Yack said. 

Hulsing and Gallimore both expressed an interest 
in keeping sixth grade at their respective schools, 
Yack added. Currently, some middle schools house 
sixth graders. 

Isbister also seemed the easiest school to switch 
back to tradjtional because of its enrollment de-
cline, Yack said-

Snoiv 
buildup 
can cause 
roof 
problems 
Michigan's weather has meant 
an unusually heavy accumula-
tion of snow on roofs and many 
homeowners have worked dili-
gently to remove the snow from 
their roofs. Dick Schryer ac-
cepts his task philosophically. 
"Some years are worse than 
others," he told our photogra-
pher. Officials warn that too 
much snow on a roof can cause 
a weak roof to cave in. Sho-
velers are warned to ensure 
steady footing before attempt-
ing to remove snow from a 
roof. 

m 

mmi 

GARY CASKEY/stafl photographs 

Moods change on strict sign 
By Arl«n« Funks 
staff writer 

In the late 1970s, many officials 
fought for and won tight restrictions on 
business and roadway signs in Canton. 

The mood is different now. Mer-
chants are lobbying successfully for a 
more liberal sign ordinance, which they 
believe will  help business. 

The local chapter of the League of 
Women Voters has taken an official 
stand against the proposed changes. 
But few residents have protested the 
new guidelines. 

"I  expected a tremendous number of 
people (protesting) and severe opposi-
tion," said trustee Loren Bennett. "I 
have seen no tremendous outcry that 
people are upset." 

Bennett also sits on the Canton Plan-
ning Commission, which gave unani-
mous approval in January to sweeping 
changes, including larger signs and 
some tower signs and billboards along 
freeways. 

THE ISSUE is on Tuesday's agenda 
of the Township Board. The board may 
approve, reject or amend the newly 
drafted sign provisions. 

If  major changes occur, the ordi-
nance will  have to go back to the plan-
ning commission. Most board members 

have expressed willingness to relax the 
guidelines. 

Bennett believes business persons 
will  benefit most from a "psychologi-
cal" change. He doesn't see a big rush 
to go off and buy new and expensive 
larger signs. 

"People complain about (customers) 
not being able to find businesses," said 
Bennett. "What's critical is as long as 
the business community believes the 
(current) sign ordinance is hindering 
their business, there are going to be 
problems." 

THE CURRENT guidelines were 
adopted in 1975. Last fall, the town-
ship's planning commission began 
studying ordinances from other com-
munities. 

The planning department contribut-
ed some research, and the chamber of 
commerce also made suggestions. Pub-
lic hearings by the planning commis-
sion and the Township Board attracted 
mostly business persons. 

However, the Northville-Plymouth-
Canton-Novi branch of the League of 
Women Voters, which has done several 
research projects on sign ordinances, 
spoke out against the proposed 
changes. 

A few months ago, the League sent a 
letter to state legislators, asking them 

analysis 
to arrange a meeting with the state De-
partment of Highways and Transporta-
tion. The goal was to discuss the possi-
bility  of erecting a prototype sign along 
1-275 to use business logos to advertise 
services in Canton. 

Nothing came of the effort. 
League spokeswoman Bonnie Bower-

man of Canton expressed disappoint-
ment about changes eliminating incen-
tives for signs of natural materials. 

However, the Wayne County Plan-
ning Commission has recommended 
that the natural-materials incentive be 
put back into the ordinance. 

"SIGNS OFTEN last longer than the 
businesses," said Mrs. Bowerman. "We 
do care about our business community, 
and we do want them to succeed. We 
don't feel this is going to help them." 

Other portions of the new ordinance 
have elicited mixed reactions, especial-
ly new guidelines which would allow 
some billboards and tower signs. 

Treasurer Maria Falkiewicz specu-

lates that the ordinance will  be adopted 
"piecemeal." Businesses which 
heavily on freeway traffic should 
lowed larger signs, said Ms 
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Trustee Carol Bodenmiller believes 
the larger signs are too drastic and will 
lead to a cluttered look. She intends to 
vote no, "unless there are radical 
changes." 

"If  I thought the signs would do it, I 
would vote for it," added Mrs. Boden-
miller. A few years ago, "the hal s 
were packed," she said. 

"They (people) didn't want large 
signs, but now people don't have tirrje 
to get involved," she added "They arte 
all wrapped up in trying to make ends 
meet." 

Clerk John Flodin, who supports re-
laxing the guidelines, notes the current 
ordinance forbidding off-site signs 
along Michigan Avenue hampers the 
ability to promote the Canton-owned 
Fellows Creek Golf Course on Lotz 

SUPERVISOR James Poole isn't 
"^oo crazy" about tower signs and bill 
boards, and he thinks the ordinance 
should encourage the use of natural-
material signs. 

Trustee Robert Padget said he in-
tends to propose an alternative to tow-
er signs and billboards. He favors a 
billboard which contains four panels, 
each advertising a different Canton 
business on a rotating basis 

He hasn't worked out costs and a 
plan for who would own and maintain 
the billboards. 

"There are some a l t e r n a t e s that 
are worth exploring," said Padget "If 
it can happen, we could repeal the bill-
board portion (later)." 

Quik Pik hit 

Cops nab pair in robbery 
Police arrested two Canton men and 

are seeking a third man in connection 
with the armed robbery Thurs4ay of a 
Quik Pik party store in Canton. 

Police Chief Jerry Cox said two men 
walked into the store about 11:50 p.m. 
and demanded money from the 20-
year-old woman store clerk. 

The bandits took about $320 in cash, 
lottery tickets and the clerk's rings and 
jewelry. 

According to police, the men left the 
store and went to a car driven by a 
third man. 

Officers Lou Stevens, Richard Pom-
erski and Ernest Sayre used a police 
tracking dog to follow the suspect's 
footprints to the car. Tire tracks were 
followed to the Canton Gardens apart-
ment complex. 

Cox said the officers found the car 
and it contained a brown paper bag 
with money and lottery tickets in it. 

Footprints led to a home on Alton 
where one man was arrested. 
• The second suspect was arrested the 
next morning in a Detroit apartment. 
Cox tsaid the men, both in their early 
208, had shared an apartment in Can-
ton. 

Cox said the department will  seek 
armed robbery charges against the 
men for robbing the store and the 
clerk. 
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Call your advertising 
representative to place your 
ad before Tuesday, March 2. 
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