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P L A N S F O R the second 
annual Canton Parade, as part of 
the Canton Country Festival, are , , . 
under way. Dr. J im Gillig, chairman 
of the 1982 parade committee, is 
looking for volunteers to help in the 
preparation. Anyone interested in 
helping plan Canton's parade should 
call Gillig at 459-1660. 

T H E F I R S T "Canton State of 
the Township" address takes place 
at 7 p.m. Thursday at Township 
Hall, on Canton Center south of 
Cherry Hill.  Supervisor James 
Poole invites the public to this 
question-answer session about 
township activities. Some of the 
topics to be discussed include: 
property taxes, road, maintenance, 
future costs and township services. 

ICY  CONDIT IONS 
postponed the annual "Groundhog 
Day" softball tournament, 
scheduled for Saturday afternoon at 
Griff in  Park. Softball manager Bob 
Dates, of the Canton recreation . 
department, says the tourney will 
take place on Saturday, Feb. 13. 
Game time for the day-long activity 
is 8:30 a.m. — weather permitting, 
of course. 

BOY S C O U T Troop 1738 , 
from Hulsing Elementary School in 
Canton recently braved the cold 
weather to go on a 10-mile hike. The 
scouts had a great — but cold — 
time. 

SENIOR CITZENSare 
helping other seniors and disabled 
persons with property-tax rebate 
and home-heating credit forms. 
Appointments will  be scheduled 
every half-hour f rom 1-3 p.m. 
Mondays and Tuesdays during 
February at the Canton Recreation 
Center on Michigan Avenue at 
Sheldon. > 

Separate sessions for Canton 
residents of Royal Holiday mobile 
park will  be from 1-3 p.m. . 
Wednesdays at the park's clubhouse. 

Seniors should bring yearly 
income statements from Social . 
Security, pensions or other sources, 
monthly rent payment, tax i 
statements, medical insurance 
payments and social security 
number. Volunteers for the project 
are Milt  Roettger, Maude Truesdell, 
Harold Beattie, Isabel Hale, Mary 
Woods and Grace Hanning. 

Appointments are necessary. For 
more information, Call 397-1000, 
Ext 278. 

B O B ( ' . A R D , owner of 
McDonald's on Michigan Avenue in 
Canton, recently donated $400 for 
the support of the Ronald McDonald 
House at Children's Hospital in 
Detroit Ronald McDonald House is 
a home for families of seriously ill 
children, enabjing them to remain 
close to the sick child. ' 

J O H N F A L K I E W I C Z , son 
of Canton Township Treasurer 
Maria Falkiewicz, was one of four 
members on the "Apocalypse" rock 
band, which won the Battle-of-the-
Bands competition at Plymouth 
Canton High School. 

Other members of the band are 
Bill  Taft, Karl Schwartz and Mark 
Kesson. 

T O W N S H I P 
EMPLOYEES may not be in the 
dark, but the hallways and offices at 
the administration building are a 
little dimmer these days. 
• A large number of fluorescent 
lights have been removed, in an 
effort to cut costs. Reducing the 
lighting was one of the suggestions 
made at a seminar attended by Tina 
Pratto, secretary to Supervisor 
James Poole 

Anyone interested in 
submitting information about 
Canton Township for "The 
Canton Connection'' column 
should send the iterfi to Canton 
editor Dennis O'Connor, 461 S. 
Main, Plymouth 48 70. We ask 
that you type or print the 
information and include your 
name and daytime phone 
number in case we have any 
questions. Column items should 
be received at least 10 days 
before publication date. The 
column runs every Monday. 
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begins for Catholic school 
A group of Canton residents aire interested in 

forming a Roman Catholic school for its young-
sters. 

But when — and where — the facility will  open 
still is a big question mark. 

Parents from Canton's three Ctatholic parishes, 
St. John Neumann, St. Thomas A'Becket and Di-
vine Savior (in Westland), recently niet with offi-
cials from Plymouth's Catholic school — Our 
Lady of Good Counsel — to get atjvice on starting 
a school. 

Currently, Good Counsel has an average wait-
ing list of 50 students per gra^e (kindergarten 
through eighth-grade), said principal Jim Dyer. 

needs of the people in th its own parish, let alone 
children from Canton. 

KATHY  SIKORSKI, speaking for St. John Neu-
mann, said parents have formed finance commit-
tees to begin fund-raising efforts. 

"It 's impossible for the parishes to give us mon-
ey for schools because they are paying off debts 
on their own buildings," Ms. Sikorsky said. "We're 
looking into fund raisers, gift donations or porta-
ble classrooms." 

Parents have contacted the education offices of 
the Archdioceses of Detroit, she said. 

Counsel has problems meeting the scholastic 

"I  think we've convinced them (the archdiocese 
officials) that there's a need," she said. 

There may be problems opening up a new 
school, however, because the archdiocese puts its 

priorities on reopening buildings that have closed 
down, she said. 

Canton parents now are looking into vacated 
school buildings in Livonia, hoping to rent a facili-
ty for their children. 

Livonia, experiencing a declining growth rate, 
has closed 15 schools in its district. The closest 
school to Canton is Clay Elementary School near 
Six Mile and Newburgh, which closes in June. 
Perrinville Elementary School, at Ann Arbor 
Trail and Farmington roads, also closes in June 

DYER ADMITS his school has trouble meeting 
the educational needs of Counsel and St Kenneth, 
another Catholic parish in Lake Pointe Village, 
Plymouth Township. 

"Our problem is we can't even serve our own 
parish," Dyer said of the the city of Plymouth 

School. "We have problems serving Plymouth 
proper, let alone Plymouth Township, because our 
parish has grown so much 

"We very seldom get a request outside our par-
ish because it's difficult to get in " 

Now is a good time for Canton families to begin 
thinking about getting another Catholic school in 
the Plymouth-Canton community. Dyer said 

"You get people moving out to St Neumann's. 
Thomas A'Becket or Divine Savior, and they can't 
get in," said Dyer. "They come from a Catholic-
education. and they want to continue it That s 
why you're getting that kind of discussion and 
that's good 

"Now's a good time to discuss it because they 
have the numbers there's no doubt about that 
It's just a question of a facility " 

Oooops! 
Canton police were on the scene 
when it took about two hours to 
clear away a disabled truck that 
spilled firewood onto the road-
way, snarling traffic near Canton 
Center, south of Joy, at the Cen-
tenn ia l Educa t i ona l Park 
Wednesday afternoon. The truck, 
owned by Mike De Jarlais (inset 
photo), was delivering the fire-
wood from Curran (southwest of 
Alpena) to a customer on Can-
ton Center. Jarlais, who said he 
hadn't slept for 2V2-days, said 
his truck broke down. Canton 
police called two tow trucks to 
help the Curran resident move 
his truck, but that was a night-
mare. According to Jarlais, the 

Mow trucks couldn't move the 
truck, jarred it, forcing the fire-
wood to fall off, and then sped 
away with the $30 towing charge. 
Jarlais eventually had to move 
the wood off the road. 
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Planners eye rezoning west area 
By Arlene Funke 
staf f w r i t e r 

Eugene Daley and Dianne Neihengen 
have set their sights on rezoning west-
ern Canton. 

Daley and Mrs. Neihengen were ap-
pointed Tuesday to three-year terms on 
Canton's planning commission. 

Both said the major task facing the 
commission is the rezoning of western 
Canton, now restricted to agricultural 
use. Voters in November rejected a bid 
to increase taxes to preserve farming 
areas. 

"Farmland preservation has been 
turned down," said Daley. "The entire 
western half of the township has to be 
looked at. The eastern half is pretty 
much set."' 

Both Daley and Mrs. Neihengen 
waged unsuccessful campaigns for 

Neighengen, Daly receive 
commission appointments 
township trustee in 1980. Their philoso-
phies about western Canton have been 
quite different. 

DALEY, 58, is a retired lieutenant 
with the Wayne County Sheriff's De-
partment. 

He served as a Canton trustee from 
1976-80 and sits on the zoning board of 
appeals — a post he plans to resign. A 
30-year resident of Canton, Daley has 
been on record as opposing farmland 
preservation. 

Mrs. Neihengen, on the other hand, 

was a member of the farmland preser-
vation committee and stumped hard 
for the unsuccessful tax campaign. She 
is 34, a full-time homemaker and a 
member of the planning commission 
since September 1979. 

Her term expired in December 1981. 

SUPERVISOR JAMES Poole first 
nominated Daley, who replaces former 
planning commissioner Thomas Car-
man, who moved out of the state. He 
then named Mrs. Neihengen. 

Both nominations won the unani-

Canton makes smart move 

Violation bureaus close 

mous approval of the township Board. 
Daley sees his new role as an oppor-

tunity to make an impact on zoning 
considerations at an earlier point, he 
said The zoning board is the "last re-
sort" for people appealing decisions of 
the planning commission, he said 

"I  found through the (zoning board of 
appeals) there are some areas of the 
ordinance which have to be modified.'.' 
said Daley. 

MRS. NEIHENGEN said she was 
surprised but pleased at her nomina-
tion by Poole. The two had been at odds 
since last year's heated farmland pres-
ervation vote. 

Poole said it wouldn't be worthwhile 
to lose Mrs. Neihengen's expertise and 
desire to serve. 

About 5,000 acres in western Canton, 
now restricted to agricultural use, are 
likely to be open to future residential 
and commercial development. 

"The one goal we all have is an equi-
table master plan for the western 
half," said Mrs. Neihengen. "I wish it 
wasn't the goal, (but) I'm glad I will 
have an opportunity to participate " 

Dianne Neihengen 
re-appointed commissioner 

Eugene Daley 
replaces Carmen 
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Canton officials apparently were on the right track 
when they decided against opening a violations bureau in 
Township Hall for people to pay traff ic tickets. 

The 35th District Court, which serves Canton, Plym-
outh and Northville, opened a new courthouse in Plym-
outh last September. 

Three of the other municipalities — Plymouth Town-
ship, Northville Township and the city of Northville — 
opened satellite violations bureaus, so people could pay 
ticket fines in their own communities. Canton did not. 

The local bureaus have been nothing but a headache, 
said George Wiland, 35th District Court administrator. 

As a result, the other violations bureaus were closed 
Feb. 1, and tickets must be paid in person or by mail at 
the new courthouse on Plymouth Road near Haggerty. 

"IN THEORY, it was a gpod idea," said Wiland. "But in 
practice, it fell short. We have plosed the bureaus, and 
sighed with great relief." 

According to Wiland, 75 percent of the people prefer to 
pay fines in person. 

Wiland had pushed for the local violations bureaus, 
which accepted payments of fines for Civil  infractions, 

primarily traff ic offenses l&s severe than reckless driv-
ing. 

Local bureaus would be more convenient for residents, 
argued Wiland, and would provide immediate revenues 
for the township. Previously, the court disbursed fine col-
lections to the communities once a month. 

BUT CANTON'S Township Board disagreed, voting 
unanimously against opening a bureau in Township Hall 
last August. 

Treasurer Maria Falkiewicz said it would be too much 
extra work for her already-short-staffed department, ajid 
would create traff ic problems in the hallway. All  of Can-
ton's traff ic violations were handled at the new court-
house. 

Despite a training program, the local violations bu-
reaus didn't work out, said Wiland. There were mix-ups, 
improper collections of fines, duplication of work, etc. 

The result, often, was inconvenience to the ticketed 
drivers, and extra work for the clerical staff. 

"I  can appreciate the problems of the municipalities," 
said Wiland. "Violations will  always take a backseat. We 
gave it four months. I think that was time enough." 
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