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Jobless rate lifts hope 
of snaring LPW grant 

Canton officials hope to cash in on 
the Detroit area's high unemployment 
rate by snaring $1^2 to $3 million in 
federal funds. 

Confident that a Local Public Works 
program (LPW) will  win reinstate-
ment. grant coordinator Terry Carroll 
is weighing a list of possible projects 
for submission to a federal grants 
agency 

A community recreation center, 
featuring a gymnasium and indoor 
swimming pool, are among the pro-
posed projects which stand the best 
chance of approval, Carroll maintains 
Other possible winners include a third 
fire station for the township or a new 
police facility 

Carroll will  ask for Township Board 
ranking of those and other projects lat-
er this month 

THE TOWNSHIP received a $2 7 
million LPW grant in 1976 for con-
struction of a new administration 

building on Canton Center and Proctor. 
At that time, a national unemploy-

ment rate of 6.5 percent triggered 
availability of LPW funds from the fed-
eral Economic Development Adminis-
tration (EDA). , 

Although unemployment now ex-
ceeds those figures, conflicting U.S. 
House and Senate legislation has sty-
mied reauthorization bf the job-pro-
ducing program, Carroll saia>.... 

The Senate and House bills reinstate 
expired legislation which established 
the EDA But the Senate bill, endorsed 
by President Carter, failed to renew 
the agency's LPW program. 

Carroll said Washington observers 
now believe that lobbying efforts of the 
financially plagued construction indus-
try has changed Carter's mind on LPW 
funding. 

"It  looks pretty good right now," said 
Carroll regarding the Senate bill's 
chance of passage. 

According to Carroll, Westland and 

other nearby communities have com-
piled their applications for LPW grants 
already. 

Carroll said Canton should complete 
its priority list of projects and estimate 
costs by the end of this month. 

"In 1976, we had only three or four 
weeks reaction time after we were no-
tified (that LPW applications would be 
accepted.)" 

NATIONWIDE competition for fed-
eral grants is stiff. 

But Carroll believes that Canton 
stands a good chance of snaring $1 Vfe to 
$3 million from the LPW program. 

Michigan should receive a large 
share of the appropriation because of 
its soaring unemployment rate, Carroll 
said. March figures from the Michigan 
Employment Security Commission es-
timated Canton's unemployment rate 
at 9 percent. 

(Continued on Page 3A) 

Man faces break-in charge 
Members of several area police de-

partments believe a raid on a Plym-
outh apartment early this week is the 
missng link to recent home burglaries 
in at least four neighboring communi-
ties 

Canton Police believe a Plymouth 
man is responsible for at least 13 of 19 
recent cat burglaries there since mid-
May, says Canton Police Chief Jerry 
Cox 

Christopher Burkhart, 18. was ar-
raigned Wednesday afternoon before 
Judge Jamos Garber in 35th District 
Court t^Mrtie count of breaking and en-
U?rtTTg That charge stemmed from a 

"June 22 case on Boulder Court in Can-
ton 

Burkhart was turned over to Canton 
Police Tuesday night following his ar-
rest by Plymouth Police at his home at 

369 W. Ann Arbor Trail early Tuesday 
morning. 

Among the confiscated items were: a 
pair of dueling swords, a 35-mm cam-
era, a sawed-off shotgun, calculators, a 
gold wedding band and engagement 
ring, a radio, a cassette recorder, a 
wrist watch and a pair of hockey 
skates. 

In Canton Township, police believe 
some $2,500 in cash was taken in the 19 
burglaries since mid-May. The most re-
cent occurred June 21-22 in Canton's 
Parklane subdivision when $1,200 was 
reported missing from seven homes. 

Meanwhile, in Plymouth Township, 
some six home break-ins have occured 
in recent weeks in the Mayflower and 
Lake Pointe subdivisions. , 

In all but one case, only cash was 
taken from women's purses in the 
homes. The purses were later discard; 

ed on surrounding lawns. 
Wayne County Sheriffs report the 

most recent cases, on Thornridge and 
Woodbrook streets in Lake Pointe, oc-
cured in the early morning hours June 
25 while residents were sleeping. 

There were no f irm estimates on the 
amount of money taken but deputies 
said they believed the total was less 
than a couple thousand dollars. 

Sheriffs had been investigating these 
break-ins concurrently with similar 
ones in Livonia and Canton Township 

Cox said their investigation is being 
coordinated with four or five other sub-
urban Detroit communities including 
Plymouth Township, Livonia and West 
Bloomfield. 

Plymouth police in mid week were 
still in the process of identifying the 
owners of the believed stolen mer-
chandise 

Citizen Tiffany 
T i f fany Wr ight , 3, of Canton, is expec t ing a very specia l Fou r th of 

Ju ly . A na t ive of Co lombia , the adop t i ve daugh te r of Doug and Gai l 
Wr ight will  b e c o m e an Amer i can ci t izen in c e r e m o n i e s at De t ro i t ' s 
Har t P laza. (Staff photo by Ga ry Caskey.) 

Suburban ( ommunu alirtn ( orporalmn Ml HighU Rrtfrvrd 

Attorney 
cited for 
poison in 
U.S. mail 

A Canton Tdtonship attorney faces 
federal charges of sending a toxic pow-
der found in tear gas through the U S 
mail in an alleged attempt to seek re-
venge against a Southfield restaurant 
manager. 

Michael Joseph Blake, with law of-
fices on Ford Road, east of Canton ( en-
ter, faces a grand jury investigation 
following his arrest on the charge, U S 
Attorney James K Robinson said Mon-
day, 

Blake and a companion were escort-
ed out of T.G.I. Friday's restaurant by 
police officers at 12 35 a m May 4 
when they refused to voluntarily com-
ply with management's order to leave, 
according to Southfield Public Infor-
mation Officer Steve Zultowski 

Blake and another man were ejected 
from the restaurant and lounge after 
they "became abusive,' the federal 
complaint states 

Michael Rossi, assistant restaurant 
manager, said Monday he recalls that 
one man identified himself as an attor-
ney when he was ordered out, then 
asked for Rossi's business card and 
vowed to "get even." 

Rossi said he shrugged off the al-
leged threat, "because it happens all 
the time." 

On May 25 and 26 several postal 
workers in the main Detroit office suf-
fered symptosis of nausea, runny 
noses, burning eyes, sore throats and 
skin irritation while sorting mail at the 
facility, states Paul Groza Jr in a fed-
eral complaint lodged by U S Attorney 
James K Robinson 

On May 27. the complaint states, a 
first-class letter with no return ad-
dress. addressed to Mike Rossi at T.G.I. 
Friday's, 262^9 Evergreen Southfield, 
was isolated as,"the source of the irri-
tation " 

(Continued on Page 8A) 

: :v. Dancer hops from job to hobby 
By ARLENE FUNKE 

Trying to keep up with Deborah 
Gaffke of Westland just might be too 
much activity for hot, summer days 
when energy conservation is a blessing. 

The 25-year-old Ms. Gaffke - better 
known as Mickie — wears many hats: 
owner of a- Canton dance school, per-
former and teacher. 

Soon Ms. Gaffke will  be taking on a 
new task when she begins sharing her 
collection of some 100 fi lms with stu-
dents and community groups. She plans 
to run the movies, which run the gamut 
from early silent films to musical com-
edies during registration next month 
for classes at her Mickie's Dance Com-
pany. 

The films, protected by copyright, 

will  be shown free of charge. The group 
includes both full-length early films 
and "editions'' or condensed versions of 
later ones which could cost several 
hundred dollars if complete 

"MOST KIDS have never seen Fred 
Astaire," said Ms. Gaffke He's 
smooth, cool and precise. (Charlie) 
Chaplin is my favorite. He's an innova-
tor." 
; Why would a young woman invest up 
/ to $1,700 in a collection of films which 
she orders from catalogs9 Why would 
she spend hours looking at old fi lms 
and pinch pennies to buy them9 

Ms. Gaffke said early film stars are 
an inspiration She enjoys watching the 
range of emotions expressed on the 
faces of silent screen stars and gets 

dancing ideas from musical produc-
tions. "If  I'm interested, I'm going to 
put my whole heart into it,' said Ms 
Gaffke, who graduated from Franklin 
High School in Livonia. "You get what 
you put into something. ? 

"I'm energetic," she added. 
Ms Gaffke's hobby developed three 

years ago after she read a book about 
the early comedy team of Laurel and 
Hardy She soon began reading other 
books and ordering films from cata-
logs. 

"I'd like to meet other film collec-
tors, especially women," said Ms. 
Gaffke. , 

IN THE MEANTIME, t ier other ac-
tivities were bubbling. A graduate of 
Eastern Michigan University, Ms. 

Gaffke has a degree in dance and dra-
ma education 

She has owned Mickie's Dance Studio 
on Lilley and Warren for two years 
She teaches contemporary dance at 
Schoolcraft College and is set to teach 
aerobic dance through the Plymouth 
Canton school district's community ed-
ucation program in the fall 

Aerobic dance uses dancing as a 
means of strengthening muscles, heart 
and lungs In addition, she and her part-
ner, Rick Montes of Livonia, give 
dance performances 

Ms. Gaffke's green eyes flash and 
her wheat-colored pigtails bob as she 
discusses how she juggles hobby and 
career. ^ 

(Continued on Page 3A) 

Mick ie G a f f k e b e c o m e s exp ress i ve when she ta lks about her favor -
i te hobby — co l lec t ing and v iewing old Hol lywood f i lms . (Staff photo 

by Gary Caskey) 

Trustee hopefuls square off 
Eugene Daley Mary Dingeldey 

what's  inside 

A m u s e m e n t s 4 -6C 

Brevi t ies 6 A 

C a n t o n Cha t t e r 2B 
Church 4 -5B 
Clubs in Act ion 3B 
Ob i t ua r i es 2A 
Opinion 1 2 A 

S p o r t s . .j 1 -3C 
Stroller 12A 

Suburban Life 1-3B 

The View 1 B 

Classified Sec. C-D 

And now for an explosive 
report f rom your neighbor, 
Mrs. Charles Muir. After just 
one c l a s s i f i e d ad in her 
hometown newspaper, she 
received more than 25 calls 
and sold her dining room set 
immediately. Dec lareyour in-

, dependence f rom financial 
worr ies — advert ise today! 

591-0900 

Eugene Daley says Canton's 
farmland preservation program 
"has come 20 years too late." •t 

He opposed farmland preserva-
tion during his successful campaign 
for a trustee job in 1976. Daley, 57, 
continues to oppose it now. 

A 30-year resident of Canton 
Township, Daley is seeking re-elec-
tion on the Democratic ticket. He 
will  compete with 14 other candi-
dates for four available positions. 

He maintains that Canton's best 
farmland in the eastern half of the 
township already has been devel-
oped. 

Township taxpayers cannot af-
ford the cost of a development 
rights program, he says. 

"I  THINK THIS farmland preser-
vation issue has to be settled once 
and for all. 

"I  favor forgetting it," said Daley. 
"The people voted once, and they 
didn't approve a millage. (The 
Township Board) has already ex-
plored state funds, federal funds and 
private foundations (as funding 
sources.) 

"I 've yet to see a single farmer 
say, Save my farmland,'" Daley 
said. 

The incumbent says Township 

EUGENE DALEY 

Board members "should come up 
with an alternative plan for growth 
control" in western Canton. The 
plan could include large-acre 
homesites and limited development 
of sewer and water extensions in 
five-year segments. 

Daley adds, however, that he has 
"no qualms" in reducing the taxes of 
farmers at the current time. 

(Continued on Page 4A) 

Mary Dingeldey grew up with 
township politics. 

Her father served as supervisor of 
a rural township in Minnesota. Her 
father-in-law, Philip Dingeldey, was 
Canton's supervisor and treasurer in 
the '60s and early 70s. Her husband, 
Jake, is superintendent of Canton's 
DPW 

Ms. Dingeldey, a Democratic 
trustee candidate, has attended al-
most every Canton board meeting 
during the last five years 

"I've always been interested in 
it," Ms. Dingeldey said of govern-

... ment issues. "If  you have an interest 
in it, I think you'll do a good job." 

She must compete with 14 other 
trustee candidates who are vying 
for four available positions. Ms. 
Dingeldey lost her bid for an ap-
pointed Township Board seat last 
spring following the resignation of 
Trustee Lynne Goldsmith. 

MS. DINGELDEY served as exec-
utive secretary of the Canton Cham-
ber of Commerce from 1975 to 1979. 
During that time, the business com-

, munity blasted township govern-
ment for the sign ordinance and 
other issues 

But Ms. Dingeldey, 38, says her 
former job with the chamber would 

-  v MARY DINGELDEY 

not translate into adamant pro-busi-
ness campaigns as «i Township 
Board member. 

"I  think things hav© rei l ly quieted 
down. I have no personal vendetta. 

"I  really think that business has 
got to be promoted, endorsed and 

"encouraged," she said "But I think 
the Township Board has made some 
concessions and are on the right 

(Continued on Page 4A) 


