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4 Hot Stuff' 
Joan Ryan, a p h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n t e a c h e r a t P l y m o u t h C a n t o n H igh , 

p e r f o r m e d a d a n c e t i t l ed " H o t S t u f f " f o r " T u e s d a y N i t e J i v e " l as t 

week . T h e F a c u l t y T a l e n t Show w a * . s t a g e d to r a i s e f u n d s f o r an a r t 

s c h o l a r s h i p . See m o r e p h o t o s a n d V f o r i H ^ t i o n in t o d a y ' s S u b u r b a n 

L i fe  S e c t i o n on P a g e 5C. (Staf f pho to by G a r 

By DARLENE STINSTON 

An admin is t ra t ive recommendat ion 
for the use of $480,000 in federa l reve-
nue shar ing funds has been at tacked-by 
the township board for misplaced 

Apriorities. 
At least some board members con-

tend that the budget proposal a l locates 
too much to recreat ion. They cr i t ic ize 
the recommendat ion of Supervisor 
Noel Culbert for downplaying the need 
for a fa rm land preservat ion account. 

Approximately 29 percent , $120,000, 
of the expected funds would be ear-
marked for recreat ion under Culbert 's 
proposal. The recommendat ion would 
place $10,000 in a development r ights 
kitty. 

"This township has to p(it its money 
where its mouth is," planning commis-
sioner Thorn Carman told the board at 
a meet ing last week. "Only '2 percent 
of this budget is for fa rmland preserva-
tion." 

BOARD MEMBERS tabled the bulk 
of Culbert 's recommendat ions a t last 
Tuesday's session. 

Pr ior to the meet ing, however, the 
board a l ready had commi t ted $138,000 
of the total amount to payments on 
township-owned land, police depar t -
ment operat ing expenses and a $4,000 
drain study. 

An addit ional $55,000 was ear-
marked Tuesday for two pro jects 
which the board considers top prior i ty. 

The .board al located $35l000 to Po-
lice Chief J e r r y Cox for establ ishment 
of a neighborhood c r ime prevent ion 
program The money will  fund salar ies 
of two new police employees who will 
make presentat ions on c r ime preven-
tion techniques. 

Cox also received $20,000 for civil 
defense. As chief of staff of Canton's 
emergency preparedness commission, 
he will  use the money to instal l emer -
gency telephone systems at township 
buildings and for the purchase of such 
civil  defense equipment as medical 
supplies. 

The board agreed with Culbert 's rec-
ommendat ion to fund those pro jects on 
the grounds that civil  defense and 
c r ime prevention have been neglected 
too long. 

But allocation of the remain ing 
$287,000 was tabled untj l spr ing a f te r 
F inance Director Mike Gorman indiJ 

cated that there was no hurry to ear-
mark those funds. 

Culbert 's recommendat ion to allo-
ca te $10,000 for fa rmland preservat ion 
brought the strongest cr i t ic ism f rom 
board members . 

They expected to approve a new zon-

ing ordinance and m a p this month 
which reserves some 5,000 acres west 
of Canton Center for agr icul tural pur-
poses. A proposed development r ights 
program would re imburse landowners 
in the fa rming distr ict for their lost de-
velopment rights. 

The program's cost was est imated at 
$lfi  mill ion in 1978. But no monies have 
been set aside for the project pending 
e f fo r ts to obtain a pr ivate foundation 
grant or seek a fa rmland mi l lage f rom 
voters. 

AT LEAST SOME board members 

mainta in that a portion of the federal 
revenue sharing monies should be de-
posited in an account for the fu ture 
purchase of development r ights They 
contend that the $10,000 recommended 
by Culbert is not enough 

"This township has said, 'Yes, we 
want fa rmland preservat ion, ' said 
Trustee Carol Bodenmil ler "But this 
budget doesn't show it. We have not de-
cided where our pr ior i t ies are. ' 

An accompanying cr i t ic ism focused 
on a proposed $120,000 allocation for 

(Continued on page 4 A) 

Private foundations seen 
as way to save farmland 

Pr iva te foundat ions could hold some 
of the deeds to f a rmers ' development 
r ights under a plan of Canton's f a rm-
land preservat ion director. 

' Trustee Robert Greenstein has asked 
the township board to consider the idea 
of placing some of the deeds in the 
names of foundat ions as a way to en-
tice monetary contr ibut ions f rom the 
groups. 

He is campaigning for grants f rom 
any of six foundations as a way to fund 
the proposed purchase of f a rmers ' de-
velopment r ights and diminish the need 
for local taxat ion. 

Until recently, Greenstein was pinn-
ing his hopes on the federal govern-
ment for monetary support. But on 
Feb. 7 , ^he U.S. House of Representa-
tives voted to kill  legislation that would 
provide grants to communi t ies with in-
novat ive fa rmland preservat ion pro-
grams. 

"I  KNEW WE had a good program," 
Greenstein said of his campaign for 
phi lanthropic support . "But I W& 
trying to think as a businessman on 
how I could make these foundat ions 
want to grab it." 

Greenstein bel ieves he stumbled 
across the per fect answer when he 
conceived the idea of deeding some de-
velopment r ights to foundat ions in re-
turn for a grant . 

Greenstein mainta ins that few appli-
cat ions for foundation money contain a 
guaranteed return on th  ̂ organization s 
investment if the program fails. 

Urder Greenstein 's plan, foundat ions 
would hold the development r ight 
deeds for a specif ied number of years 
If  the program fai led before that t ime, 

\ h e foundation would hold half the for-
rflula for developing the agr icul tural 
land. 

Deeds for land ownership and devel-
opment r ights would have to belong to 
the same party before development of 
any land could occur. ^ 

Under the plan, the township would 
own a certain percentage of the devel-
opment right deeds. 

"I  think they're going to flip out 
when they see this," Greenstein said of 
the foundations' reaction to his plan 

Although the proposal will  require 
township board approval, Greenstein. 
g ran t coord ina to r Te r ry Car ro l l , 
p lanner Dave Nicholson and planning 
consultant Mike Manore already are 
prepar ing appl icat ions to foundations 

The township board did not discuss 
Greenstein 's idea at last week's meet-
ing. 

In 1978, the cost of the development 
r ights plan was est imated at $16 mil-
lion. , 

School ballot issues rouse little  controversy 
The request of Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools to borrow almost 
$22 million hasn't generated much ex-
c i tement yet f rom voters or taxpayers. 

The March 27 special bond issue 
election is only 24 days away and yet 
the communi ty is st rangely silent 
about the three ballot proposit ions. 

School admin is t ra tors report receiv-
ing only a few phone calls f rom resi-
dents asking questions about the bal lot 
proposals. 

And during recent weeks, no-one has 
spoken up at school board meet ings 

itizens' comments portion 
>ond issues, ei ther for or 

during the 
about the 
against. 

Although ischool of f ic ia ls know oppo-
sition to the proposit ions exist, no orga-
nized group has emerged to date. Indi-
viduals against the bond issue also have 
been si lent. , 

THAT SILENCE MAY be broken to-
night, however, when the f i rst public 
forum on the special election is held 
and school election campaign workers 
are anxious to hear what a re the cit izen 
sent iments which will  be expressed. 

The election fo rum will  begin at 7:30 
p.m. in the audi tor ium of Central Mid-

dle School at Church and Main Streets 
in Plymouth. The fo rum is being spon-
sored by the Leageue of Women Voters 
of Northvil le, Plymouth, Canton, and 
Novi. 

The school board is seeking voter ap-
proval to borrow $21.9 mill ion for 29 
years to renovate exist ing buildings 
and to provide space for addit ional stu-
dents coming into the distr ict . 

Voter approval is needed for the loan 
as addit ional mi l lage will  be levied t<) 
pay off the $21.9 mill ion plus interest. 

If  the board is given permission to 
borrow the $21.9 mill ion, the owner of 
a $60,000 home would pay $89.10 in ad-
dit ional taxes next year. 

The mi l lage ra te levied to pay off the 
debt drops as s ta te equalized valuat ion 
(SEV) increases and as debt the distr ict 
now owes is ret i red. The amount of 
mi l lage levied, therefore, will  decrease 
a f te r the f i rst year according to Ray 
Hoedel, assistant super intendent of 
business for the distr ict. 

In fact , Hoedel. stresses, the mi l lage 
levy for debt re t i rement will  re tu rn to 
the amount collected in 1979 in about , 
six years. 

THE $21.9 MILLION  request is di-

vided into jwo ballot proposals 
Proposit ion I is a request to borrow 

$14,623,000 for 29 years. If only Propo-
sition I is approved, the owner of a 
$60,000 house would pay an addit ional 
$58.20 in taxes next year. 

Proposit ion II is a request to borrow 
$7,277,000 for 29 years. If only Proposi-
tion II passes, the owner of the $60,000 
house would pay an addit ional $30,90 
next year. 

A third ballot proposal is a request to 
levy an addit ional half-mi l l (50 cents 
per $1,000 SEV) for 10 years. The half-
mill,  if  approved, would be ea rmarked 
so that it could be used only for mainte-
nance of school buildings. Proposit ion 
III  would cost the owner of a $60,000 
house an addit ional $15 in taxes next 
year. 

Because both bond issue funds and 
the ea rmarked operat ional levy will  be 
on the ballot, Hoedel explained the dif-
ference between the two. 

"Operat ing mi l lage is levied to pro-
vide funds to meet the day-to-day oper-
at ions of the school distr ict , such as sal-
ar ies, supplies, books, uti l it ies, insur-
ance, and preventat ive fr taintenance. 

"Bonding is borrowing money for 
capi ta l improvements, which is then 

repaid f rombonding mi l lage to cover 
principle and interest. Bonding money 
may only be spent for pro jects listed in 
the bond proposit ion." 

THE FIRST proposit ion for a l itt le 

more than $14.6 mill ion will  be used 

I for. 

• Renovation of exist ing buildings, 
such as roofs, f loors, dr iveways and 
heating systems. 

• Energy conservat ion and cost-sav-
ing modi f icatons to all present build-
ings. 

• Purchase, furnish and equip 20 
portable c lassroom units to be used 
where needed to absorb s tudent 
growth. 

• Air-conditioning for expanding Ex-
tended School Year (ESY) to cer ta in el-
ementa ry schools to absorb added stu-
dent growth. (ESY would be expanded 
to middle Schools if Proposit ion II 
fails). 

• Purchase of buses. 

• Rep lacement of some worn-out 

equipment. 
• A ma jo r renovation of Central Mid-

dle School to bring the 60-year-old 
s t ruc ture up to required building codes 
by updat ing plumbing, wir ing and heat-

>st of 
l i t t le 

iddle 

le to 
ation 

ing and replacing the roof. Total c 
the Central renovation alone is a 
mdre than $6 mill ion. 

. Addition of a s tage at East IV 

School. 
The school distr ict will  be at 

handle its growing student popu 
until 1984-85 if the above renovat ions 
are done and by: rent ing Lowell Junior 
High f rom Livonia; busing students to 
avai lable space; and changing atten-
dance boundaries. 

Proposit ion I will  handle student 
growth a t the e lementary and middle 
school levels. The high schools, howev-
er, a l ready a re over-capaci ty and the 
enrol lment at this level will  be steadi ly 
increasing as the cur rent school popu-
lation matures. 

If  only Proposit ion I is approved, the 
board will  be re-al igning the grades to 
handle growth at the~high school level. 
Under rea l ignment the g rade s t ruc ture 
would change to K-6, 7-9, and 10-12. 

To handle high school growth and 
keep grade s t ruc tures entact, [voters 
would have to approve Proposit ion II 

- also. Proposit ion II would: 

. Build and equip a 40-classro<)m fa-
cility  at the Centennial Educat ional 
Park (CEP) at a cost of a lmost $5.3 

million to house about 1,000 high school 

students. 
• Remodel and furnish Central Mid-

dle to be used as a high facil i ty for 
about 1,200 students at a cost of $2 mil-
lion to provide laborator ies, shops and 
parking space. The $2 million would be 
in addition to the ma jo r renovation to 
be f inanced by Proposit ion I. 

The energy conservat ion measures 
include a central ized system to control 
the operat ion of heating and air condi-
tioning equipment in all buildings for 
more ef f ic ient use The system will  pay 
for itself in f ive to seveh years, says 
Hoedel. 

During the past f ive years the stu-
dent enrol lment in Plymouth-Canton 
has been increasing by an average of 
852 students per year. 

In the next f ive years, according to 
project ions prepared by Michigan State 
University, total enrol lment will  reach 
18,209, or an increase of 1.664 above 
the 1979-80 school year. 

Those f igures show the most serious 
crunch will  be at the C E P with high 
school enrol lment reaching 6,300 in the 
fall of 1984. 

In April  1977, voters defeated a bond 
issue for $29.75 mill ion. Since then, the 
distr ict has relied pr imar i ly upon ESY 
to absorb student growth. 
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Short Takes 
/ 

Fighting back 

Think your property tax assessment is too high? 
Now that tax (gulp* t ime is here, many residents 
and businesses feel they've been hit too hard. If 
that 's your case, there is a possible solution: You 
can take your case to Canton's tax board of 
appeals. The board will  be hear ing a rguments 
about assessments beginning this month, by ap-
pointment only. So, how do you get an appoint-
ment? We thought you'd never ask. Simply go down 
to the administ rat ion building at 1150 Canton Cen-
ter Road and ask for the appropr ia te fo rm. You fill 
it out, hand it in and you'll get your hearing. Good 
luck. 

And the race is on 

Perhaps, if your tax appeal fai ls, you may decide 
something should be done about it. One thing you 
can do is run for off ice. If you would like to be a 
candidate for a township off ice, you must f i le a-
nominat ing petit ion in the township c lerk 's of f ice a t 
the administ rat ion building. Pet i t ions have to be 
signed by a t least 89 and no more than 356 qual i f ied 
and registered voters who a re Canton residents. 

\ 
Zoning in 

0 

i f y o u r gr ipe has more to do with zoning than with 
taxes, the place to go is a public meet ing of the 
Canton Township Board of Trustees scheduled for 7 
p.m. Wednesday, March 5, a t the administ rat ion 
building. The special meet ing was scheduled so the 
board can consider the complete revision of the 
zoning t e x t and map. The revised zoning ordinance 
proposal, which the planning commission has been 
working on for ages, will  a f fec t many township 
land uses if it is adopted. 
• The tonfoship board will  also hold its regular 
meet ing a t 7 p.m. Tuesday in the adminis t rat ion 
building meet ing hall. 
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