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Re huddle 
Members of the 1951 

Plymouth High football 
team, the only local unde-
feated grid team except 
for the 1974 Salem Rockjs, 
will  gather in a huddle 
again Friday when they 
hold a reunion as part of 
th is w e e k e n d ' s home-
coming fest iv i t ies. See 
story on Page 2A. 

Why LS Emory Daniels, 
Plymouth Observer editor, 
holding up a banner head-
line which is less than 
authentic? It was part of 
the fun when almost 300 
gathered Saturday night to 
h o n o r ' T h i s F e l l o w 
Ix j renz. " See Page 3A, 

Elite Rocks 
The Plymouth Salem 

football team enters its 
h o m e c o m i n g b a t t l e 
against Redford Union 
Friday night as the only 
u n d e f e a t e d t e a m in 
Observe r land . But the 
Rocks aren't only the best 
squad in Observerland at 
this time, but also are 
among Michigan's elite 
after being ranked ninth in 
the state early thus week. 
See s tory on Page 1C. 
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"OVERWHELMING 
RESPONSE" 

Ann McCarthy reported she w a s l 

Overwhelmed by the response lo [ 

her misce l laneous for sale ad AII| 

the i tems were so ld m just one (Jay 

eavmg her with handy cash in r io l 

time at all 

S O L I I ' O A K 'I a b l e . 1  ̂ i n c h 
l r « f A 4 c h a i r * . $26 ; p o r c e 
l a i n t o p p a a t r ) ( a b l e w i t h 
H o u r b i n . J'-'O, c h i n a r a b i 
n e t . $30 , lawr i m o w e r . $10 . 
w a n h i n i c m a c h i n e , $ 2 0 , 
e * t r a l a r g e p i c n i c t a b l e . 
$ 15 C a l l a f t e r 6 p m 

Advert ise your extras 
with a low cost ad in 
the c lassi f ied sect ion 
Of your h o m e t o w n 
newspaper Call today 

DIAL DIRECT 

522-0900 

Stein on choppers: 
Buy now—fly later 

I vs t 

'9' •' SuflU't»H'i (.U'hmtffi a 

Bv CRAIG P I E C H U R A 

"What if I brought up this idea six 
m o n t h s a g o 0 They ' d rea l l y h a v e 
thought I was nuts Now they say I 'm 
half nu ts P re t t y soon if I keep at it. 
they' l l only think I 'm one-quar te r or 
one-eighth nu ts " 

The s p e a k e r is Canton Superv isor 
Harold Ste in and his subject Ls the 
recent ly au thor ized move to p u r c h a s e 
th ree s u r p l u s hel icopters f r o m the mil 
i tary when they become ava i lab le 
Stein says he and Barney S t a t e s m a n , 
owner of Canton 's Hi-Lift  He l icopter 
Co., will  t r ave l to Tuscon. Ariz when 
he rece i ves not ice that the cop te rs a r e 
ava i lab le for pu rchase 

The he l i cop te rs a r e being o f fe red to 
local g o v e r n m e n t s for $500 e a c h 
through a joint p r o g r a m of the Pen ta -
gon and the federal Civil  De fense 
d e p a r t m e n t 

But t h r e e of Canton 's seven board 
m e m b e r s oppose adding an air fo rce 
to Can ton ' s one-year-old pol ice depar t 
ment T r u s t e e Eugene Daley for one. 
be l ieves t h e cost of t ra in ing pilots and 
he l icopter ma in tenance outweighs any 
potent ia l benef i t in t e r m s of pol ice p ro 
tect ion Da ley also works as a l ieute-
nant in the Wayne Countv Sher i f f ' s 
D e p a r t m e n t —which a l r e a d y has a 
he l i cop te r unit—but says that has 
nothing to do with his decis ion 

" I F Y O U ' R E on we l fa re and some-
body o f f e r s you a Cadi l lac, that still 
doesn' t m e a n you can a f fo rd i t . " Da ley 
has said 

T r u s t e e Lynne Goldsmith said she 
didn't th ink hel icopters were a press-
ing pr io r i t y in the police depa r tmen t 
when she voted with Dalev aga ins t t h e 
proposal . Stein received author izat ion 
for the $1,500 purchase f rom Clerk 
John Flodin. T r e a s u r e r Anne Bra die v 
and T r u s t e e Br ian Schwall 

T r u s t e e Rober t Myers, who was 
absent when the 4-2 vote was taken 
savs he th inks "Canton should buy 
t hem but not f ly t hem " 

"If  w e ' r e going to flv them with a 
special av ia t ion unit, then I'd say we 
have b i g g e r pr ior i t ies But if Stein 

wants to buy them now and s tore 
t hem I 'd say i t 's a good idea We c a n 
sell t h e m in f ive vea rs at a prof i t if  we 
don't use t h e m And we could s tore 
t hem at a bui lding we own at Li l ley 
and Van Born " 

In r e s p o n s e to q u e s t i o n s abou t 
whe the r Can ton can support an avia-
tion uni t . Superv isor Stein said the 
copters could patrol f ive commun i t i es 
in the Cen t ra l Dispatch System which 
inc ludes Bel levi l le. Van Buren. Sump-
ter. Huron and Canton townships 

NONE O F T H E other c o m m u n i t i e s 
in the s y s t e m have been noti f ied of 
Can ton 's cop te r p lans. Stem said 

"But people a r e mak ing cost a topic 
when w e ' r e not even cer ta in we'l l get 
these he l i cop te rs " 

Stein h a s enl isted the aid of States-
m a n of Hi-Lift  Hel icopters to eva lua te 
the condi t ion of the hel icopters before 
any p u r c h a s e is m a d e S tu tesman a 
Canton bus inessman, th inks the idea 
has mer i t 

"Th is w a y we use he l icopters again 
ra the r t h a n sell ing them for so m a n y 
cen ts a pound as s c r a p . " S ta tesman 
said 

In his bus iness. S tu tesman said he 
has had the opportuni ty to obse rve 
recyc led su rp lus mi l i ta ry cop te rs 

" T h e y c a n be in all k inds of s h a p e . " 
S t u t e s m a n said "Tha t ' s whv anyone 
c o n t e m p l a t i n g s o m e t h i n g of t h i s 
na tu re should go and inspect the avai l -
ab le e q u i p m e n t Otherw ise you ' r e 
buying a pig in a poke And you don't 
buy he l i cop te rs by looking at a spec 
sheet Some a r r i ve at the boneyard in 
f ly ing condi t ion, some have m a j o r 
c o m p o n e n t s miss ing " 

S T I T E S M A N SAID he has m a d e 
" n o c o m m i t m e n t s " for he l icopter 
m a i n t e n a n c e o r s to rage with the town 
ship but Stein has indicated that the 
townsh ip would probably s tore the 
he l i cop te rs at S ta tesman 's Met te ta l 
Airport h e a d q u a r t e r s until t h e police 
d e p a r t m e n t is ready to use the equip-
ment 

He l i cop te r pilots employed by the 

Farmers protest 
2 mills for police 

By D A R L E N E STINSON 
The a v e r a g e t a x p a y e r in Canton 

Townsh ip will  pay an addi t ional $50 in 
taxes this y e a r to suppor t a fu l l t ime 
police depa r tmen t 

Townsh ip board m e m b e r s Tuesday 
set the pol ice tax levy at two mi l ls ($2 
per $1,000 s ta te equal ized va lue)— 
which m e a n s a $450,000 budget for (he 
Canton Pol ice Depa r tmen t and $50 in 
addi t ional t a x e s for owners of $50,000 
homes 

Although board m e m b e r s p ledged 
s o m e mon ths ago to levy a m a x i m u m 
two mi l ls for pol ice in 1977, T r u s t e e s 
Lynne Go ldsmi th and Rober t Myers 
voted aga ins t the two-mil l tax levy 

Myers re fused to app rove any mi l -
lage for pol ice until a line i tem budget 
for the d e p a r t m e n t is app roved Gold-
sm i th moved to set the tax r a te at 1V2 

mil ls and a l loca te $113,000 in the town-
sh ip 's genera l fund for pol ice The 
combina t ion would br ing r e v e n u e s for 
the police d e p r t m e n t up to $450,000— 
the s a m e amoun t gene ra ted by two 
mi l ls 

GOLDSMITH 'S MOTION fai led for 
lack of suppor t a f t e r depu ty t r e a s u r e r 
Mike G o r m a n sa id the move would 
leave o the r townsh ip d e p a r t m e n t s 
shor tchanged. 

Although the t o w a s h i p s 1977 oper-
a t ing budget se ts $113,000 as ide for the 
now par t t i m e Canton Po l i ce Depar t -
men t . G o r m a n s a y s the proposed 1978 
opera t ing budget does not a d d r e s s 
itself to pol ice needs 

The $113,000 a l located for pol ice last 
y e a r has been d isbursed a m o n g o the r 
d e p a r t m e n t s in the proposed $1.2 mil-
lion budget , G o r m a n sa id Those funds 
a r e needed, ( i o rman said, for o ther 
d e p a r t m e n t s to f inance the sa la r i es of 
addi t ional emp loyees and of fset the 
inc reased costs of ex is t ing sa la r i es 
and suppl ies 

Under Go ldsm i t h ' s p roposa l , the 
owner of a $50,000 h o m e would pay 
only $37.50 for police next y e a r ins tead 
of the $50 necess i ta ted by a two-mi l l 
tax levy. 

In Pol ice Chief Wal ter M a c G r e g o r ' s 
proposed $450,000 pol ice budget . the 
two mi l ls will  f i nance s a l a r i e s of a full-
t i m e police ch ief , detec t ive , t h r e e se r 
geants , 10 pa t ro lmen and s e c r e t a r y 
The proposed budget a lso cove rs sa la-
r ies for pa r t - t ime rese rves , suppl ies , 
t ranspor ta t ion costs, ut i l i t ies and o the r 
i tems. 

Accord ing to G o r m a n , $75,000 m a y 

be taken f r o m the genera l fund to con-
ver t the present townsh ip hal l on 
Geddes to a police s tat ion once the 
new townsh ip hall is c o m p l e t e Gor 
m a n expec ts federa l r evenue s h a r i n g 
funds to cove r the e s t i m a t e d $25,000 
needed to p u r c h a s e f ive new police 
c a r s 

T o w n s h i p b o a r d m e m b e r s a r e 
expec ted to rev iew M a c G r e g o r ' s pro 
posed budget for the pol ice depar t 
ment within the next few weeks. 

I •' 

ALTHOUGH CANTON voters na r 
rowly app roved a specia l a s s e s s m e n t 
for fu l l - t ime police on Aug 27. most 
res idents who a t tended a two hour 
publ ic hea r i ng on the pol ice mi l lage 
Tuesday ob jec ted to the addi t ional tax . 

Res idents of the towash ip s ru ra l 
a r e a s sa id a fu l l t ime Canton Pol ice 
D e p a r t m e n t would not benef i t t h e m . 

" A m I not pay ing t r ip le i n d e m n i t y 9 " 
asked Al f red (F r i t z ) Lobbestae l , a 
f a r m e r who l ives on Geddes Road. 
" I ' m pay ing for the S ta te Pol ice, the 
Wayne County Sher i f f ' s D e p a r t m e n t 
and now for a full  t ime Canton Pol ice 
D e p a r t m e n t 

"1 don' t th ink the Canton pol ice will 
be ava i lab le any more quick ly than the 
s ta te police or the sher i f f . I think 
people in the wes te rn half of t he town 
sh ip a r e being sadd led with t h i s . " 

T rus tee Br ian Schwal l c o m p a r e d the 
need to f inance pol ice protect ion with 
the need to f i nance educat ion . 

" I  a g r e e tha t some people rece ive 
m o r e benef i ts f r o m publ ic educat ion 
and l ikewise f r o m police p ro tec t i on . " 
he said. " B u t we sti l l have to pay for 
both of t h e m . " 

But ano ther res ident echoed Lobbes-
tae l ' s point of view 

" P e o p l e moved into subd iv is ions 
here , and they want pol ice protect ion 
I don ' t see why people in the wes tern 
half of the towash ip have to foot the 
b i l l . " 

Al though mos t of the res iden ts at 
T u e s d a y ' s m e e t i n g took a s t a n d 
aga ias t the pol ice mi l lage. Clerk John 
Elodin noted past t ownsh ip board 
meet ings when res iden ts d e m a n d e d a 
fu l l - t ime pol ice d e p a r t m e n t 

"O the r n ights , th is room was fi l led 
with people ve ry ser ious about the i r 
demands" for a fu l l - t ime d e p a r t m e n t , " 
Flodin said. "Now tha t i t ' s down to the 
n i t ty-gr i t ty and quest ions of money a r e 
before us, these people have chosen 
not to show u p , " 

c i t ies of War ren . Fl int and Detroit 
have been t ra ined bv S tu tesman at Hi-
Lift  S t u t e s m a n said it is too ear ly to 
put a p r i ce on what he would c h a r g e 
Canton to t ra in some of its pol ice offi 
ce rs as pi lots 

I I I  Mike Ge ldmacher , a hel icopter 
pilot with the Wayne County Sher i f f ' s 
D e p a r t m e n t , said at the present t ime 
Canton doesn ' t have a c r i m e p rob lem 
which w a r r a n t s buying th ree helicop-
te rs 

" I  don ' t want to sound vindict ive, 
and if t hey get their p rog ram off the 
ground I wish ' h e m best of luck, but 
right now we can handle all t hey need 
in the way of hel icopter observa t ion " 

" T h e cal l for hel icopters is not tha t 
great in Canton It wouldn't be cost-
e f fec t i ve to opera te a he l icopter pat ro l 
in Canton To m a k e hel icopters cost-
e f fec t i ve . vou should be mak ing a fel-
ony a r r e s t every 10 to 15 hours or 
recover m a y b e two or t h r e e stolen 
c a r s a d a v 

G E L D M A C H E R A D M I T T E D that 
the av ia t ion unit of t he county sher i f f 's 
d e p a r t m e n t faces a tough going when 
the next budget is p repa red 

"We could be going down here 
shor t l y . " he said "We ' r e t r v ing to get 
con t rac t s wi th the var ious commu-
ni t ies to s t a y a l ive " 

G e l d m a c h e r said it cost the county 
$13 000 to t ra in each of its four pi lots 
who c a r r v a c o m m e r c i a l l i cense 
Mechan ica l cos ts a v e r a g e $57 a n hour 
he added 

The she r i f f ' s depar tmen t ren ts two 
he l icopters f r o m Hughes Tool Co for 
$1,200 p e r month 

This y e a r ' s budget a l located $252,000 
for the coun tv aviat ion unit Canton 's 
proposed budget for the en t i re pol ice 
d e p a r t m e n t in 1978 is $420 000 

xnvl/^HELIC 
SALES 

U C T I O N 
5* 0500 

F L I G H T I 
C H A R T E R 

B a r n e y S t u t e s m a n . o w n e r of H i - L i f t  H e l i c o p t e r s in C a n t o n , t h i i k s 

C a n t o n ' s p l a n to p u r c h a s e t h r e e s u r p l u s h e l i c o p t e r s f r o m t h e m f l i t a r v 

is " a n e x c e l l e n t i d e a . " B u t o t h e r p e o p l e in t h e t o w n s h i p a r e n ' t so 

s u r e . ( S t a f f p h o t o b y G a r y C a s k e v ) 

Minimum graduation 
requirements raised 

By E M O R Y DANIELS 
New m i n i m u m r e q u i r e m e n t s for 

g radua t ion f r o m high school we re 
approved 6-0 Monday night by the 
P lymou th Canton Board of Educat ion 

Al though the vote was unan imous , 
the new s t a n d a r d s weren ' t we l comed 
en thus ias t i ca l l y by all t r us tees . 

T rus tees Steve Harpe r . Joe G r a y 
and Dick Ar len felt the s t a n d a r d s we re 
i n a d e q u a t e , but voted to a p p r o v e 
because they represen ted a " s t a r t i n g 
p o i n t " t o w a r d s m o r e m e a n i n g f u l 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

M a r d a B e n s o n , f o r m e r t r u s t e e 
speak ing a s a ci t izen, urged the board 
to de lay act ion on new s t a n d a r d s until 
the d is t r i c t ' s cu r r i cu lum goals we re 

Air  Force 
cancels the 
search for 
lost plane 

By G L E N N BUNTING 

The m iss ing a i rp lane that f lew out of 
Met teta l Airport in Canton Townsh ip 
with four au to execut ives aboa rd on 
Sept . 17 is bel ieved to have c r a s h e d 
into Lake Michigan 

"We 've exhaus ted all our r esou rces 
in mak ing a thorough check of t he land 
b e t w e e n P l y m o u t h a n d K e n o s h a . 
Wis . . " sa id a spokesman for the U.S. 
Air  Fo rce Search and Rescue Center 
at Scott Air Fo rce Base. Ill 

"A l though some of the forest laj id is 
dif f icult  to search , we suspec t the 
p lane m a y have landed in the l a k e . " 

It is not r e c o m m e n d e d for a pilot to 
fly  a s ingle-engine plane over I ^ k e 
Michigan but it is s t r ic t ly " t h e pi lot 's 
d e c i s i o n , " acco rd ing to Ted Lep-
kowski , owner of the P l ymou th Aero 
Co., which rented the p lane 

The no rma l fl ight pa t te rn ca l l s for 
the a i rp lane to fly a round Lake Mich 
igan. I>epkowski said 

The pilot. J e r r y Moore of Ypsi lant i , 
has a val id l icense, and an except iona l 
background in f lying. U*pkowski said 

The a i rp lane , a white Cessna 177, 
was pu rchased by Lepkowski one y e a r 
ago for $50,000 It was in good shape 
and had been laspec ted by the Fede ra l 
Aviat ion Admin is t ra t ion (FAA) two 
d a y s pr ior to being rented, l e p k o w s k i 
sa id 

(Cont inued on page 4A> 

unders tood. She sa id the new requ i re-
men ts will  s imp ly i nc rease the n u m b e r 
of s tudents who' l l bo fo rced to d rop out 
of schoo l b e l a u s e of r e s t r i c t i v e 
s t a n d a r d s . 

T H E NEW MINIMUM  r e q u i r e m e n t s 
for sen iors to comp le te be fo re gradu-
at ing include 

One credi t ( two s e m e s t e r s i of ma th -
e m a t i c s . t h ree c red i ts in l anguage 
a r t s , two c red i t s in hea l th physical 
educat ion ; one credit in I S h is to ry , 
one half credit in U S g o v e r n m e n t , 
and one credi t in sc ience 

The sc ience credi t t a k e s ef fect with 
the c lass of 1982 and the hea l th phys 
ical educat ion c red i ts take e f fec t with 
the c lass of 1981 The th ree c red i t s in 
language a r t s inc ludes ninth g r a d e 
Engl ish, a cou rse in compos i t ion , and 
one l i t e ra tu re course 

Students a r e l imi ted to f ive c red i t s 
towards g radua t ion for c lasses f r o m 
t h e s e a r e a s : c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e ; 
coope ra t i ve educa t ion ; work expe-
r ience ; s tudent ass i s tan t , independent 
s tudy. Th is f ive-credi t l imit t akes 
ef fect for the c lass of 1979 

MS. BENSON, speak ing f r o m the 
aud ience, urged re jec t ion of the new 
s t a n d a r d s b e c a u s e t h e y " w o u l d 
inc rease the g raduat ion r e q u i r e m e n t s 
in a c a d e m i c a reas , and at the s a m e 
t i m e res t r i c t the oppor tun i ty for stu-
dents to rece ive credi t for g radua t ion 
th rough c o m m u n i t y based educa t ion . 

" T h e s e proposed changes a r e cur 
riculum add i t ions and res t r i c t i ons 
de te rm ined in isolation of total cur 
r icu lum needs " 

.She asked "Who will  benef i t , if  any-
one. f rom these proposed changes ' ' 
More impor tan t l y , who will  be dis-
c r im ina ted aga ias t ' ' Will  it be those 
s t u d e n t s w h o a r e low a c h i e v e r s 
a l r e a d y ? 

" I t  is expec ted that those s tuden ts 
who cannot r e a d will  sudden ly be ab le 
to read because of i nc reased g r a d u 
at ion r e q u i r e m e n t s ? Will  those stu-
den ts who cannot compu te , sudden ly 
be able to c o m p u t e ? " 

She a rgued commun i t y -based educa-
t i o n e x p e r i e n c e s m a y . f o r low 
ach ievers , be the most re levent cur-
riculum expe r i ence for t hem " in a cu r 
r icu lum f i l led with i r re levanc ies 

" T h e r e is a my th being pe rpe tua ted 
in Amer i ca tha t this is a land of equa l 
educat iona l oppor tun i ty What you, as 
a board, a r e proposing to do tonight is 
to d e m o n s t r a t e that it is just tha t—a 
my th Equa l educat iona l oppor tun i ty 
does not ex is t . The s tuden ts who a r e 
ab le to ach ieve academica l l y will  con-
t inue to do so and those who cannot 
will  cont inue to d rop out . but in 
increas ing n u m b e r s because of your 
a r b i t r a r y decis ion to inc rease gradu-

at ion r equ i r emen ts while res t r ic t ing 
cu r r i cu lum. 

She u rged the board to re jec t the 
pol icy c h a n g e and devote its ene rgy 
and the e n e r g y of t he communi t> to 
the deve lopment of a total cu r r i cu l um 
which would insure, to a g rea te r 
extent than now ex is ts , equa l educa-
t ional opfM>rtunit\ 

GRAY S T A T E D the pol icy was a 
" s t e p fo rward but said he d like to 
see one which went beyond mee t ing 
the needs of col lege-bound s tuden t s 

"We should cons ider vocat ional - type 
g raduat ion r equ i r emen ts for the voca-
tion bound student And. also, we 
should be looking at d i f fe ren t t ypes of 
d ip lomas We need to c o m e back with 
r equ i r emen ts which cover the needs of 
all s tuden ts he said 

Arlen noted a c o m m i t t e e is work ing 
on c o m p e t a n c y b a s e d g r a d u a t i o n 
r equ i r emen ts and d i f fe ren t t ypes of 
d i p lomas "But even under this pol icy, 
those s t u d e n t s who a r e n ' t co l lege 
bound don't have to take col lege p rep 
m a t h . A s tudent c a n choose e lemen-
ta ry m a t h or ca lcu lus , depend ing on 
where they a r e at 

Ms Benson ob jec ted that t h e r e is no 
s ta temen t in the g radua t ion pol icy 
which g u a r a n t e e s that any student 
def ic ient in ski l ls will  acqu i re those 
ski l ls . "You a r e mak ing it t oughe r to 
g radua te , but a ren ' t doing any th ing to 
m a k e su re all the needs a r e met 

Ha rpe r sa id p rob lems still ex is ted 
but " w e won ' t f ind the so lut ions 
tonight I expect the C E P c o m m i t t e e 
a n d pol icy c o m m i t t e e will  get to work 
on th is We s e e m to be say ing we want 
s t a n d a r d s of a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s and 
ach ievemen t r a the r than s t a n d a r d s of 
a t t endance and exposure . I hope a sug 
gested change comes back in six 
mon ths or s o . " 

Dr. Michael Home, ass is tan t super -
intendent for inst ruct ion, c o m m e n t e d 
" W e have a long way to go phi losophi-
ca l ly be fore we can d e t e r m i n e what a 
high school d ip loma m e a n s in this dis 
t r i c t . 

"These a r e only m i n i m u m requ i re 
men ts . 'Hie policy doesn' t de f ine what 
m a t h or sc ience courses will  be taken 
If  we don' t now have the c lasses to 
mee t the needs of s tudents , then we 
m a s t find those c lasses 

"But we need stabi l i ty in our g radu-
at ion r e q u i r e m e n t s . " added Home, 
" a n d cannot cont inue to c h a n g e t hem 
eve ry six mon ths to a y e a r . " 

Mrs Irvin Rozian. speak ing f r o m 
the aud ience, suggested c o m m u n i t y 
board s e m i n a r s be held to get input on 
the total cu r r i cu l um and a d d r e s s the 
needs of ch i ld ren at all levels r a t h e r 
than just at the end of the i r educa-
t ional expe r ience 


