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New 45-15 tracks 
place Miller in bind 

By PATRICK TOUHEY 

An a t tempt to de te rmine a logical 
schedule for the buildings going on 
year - round school this Ju ly has run 
into a snag which could reduce the dis-
t r i c t ' s s ta te aid money 

School Supt John Hoben is looking 
closely at a schedule which would 
allow the schools going on 45-15 in 
July to finish thei r academic yea r at 
the s a m e t ime as buildings on the tra-
dit ional n ine-month ca lendar 

The snag, however, is Miller Ele-
men ta ry which has been on 45-15 for 
two yea rs in a pilot p rogram Re-
al igning Mi l ler 's schedule with the 
f ive add i t iona l year - round schools 
could result in Miller students not 
meet ing the s ta te requi rement for 180 
instruct ional days per year 

Hoben is cur rent ly search ing for a 
way to avoid the loss of class t ime at 
Mi l le r  and sti l l begin year - round 
schedu les in the f ive other schools in 
Ju ly 

HOBEN HAS ASKED the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Educat ion to consid-
er a change in the present s taggered 
t rack ing sys tem used at Miller when 
the o ther schools in the distr ict s tar t 
c lasses on a year- round basis. 

Under the Mil ler sys tem, there a r e 
four t racks (groups) of students who 
at tend c lasses for 45 school days (nine 
weeks) and then have a break for 15 
days ( three weeks) . Each group of stu-
dents begins and ends its school year 
at a d i f ferent t ime During the year , 
the groups a r e s taggered in such a 
way that th ree groups a r e in school at 
any given t ime One group is a lways 
on break 

Hoben has proposed that all c lasses 
for all 45 15 schools begin on July 11. 
But two of Mi l ler 's groups will  still be 
f inishing the cur ren t school year on 
that date . One of them won't f inish 
until the first week in August and the 
other group won't be done until the 
last week m August. 

If  Miller and the other f ive schools, 
s ta r ted the 1977-78 academic year on 
July 11. these two groups of s tudents 
would lose between three and seven 
weeks of instruct ion in the current 
year And it would have to be made 
up. 

S T A T E LAW R E Q U I R E S tha t 
schools provide a full  180 c lass days 
or 900 instruct ional hours. If they 
don' t , they a r e not eligible for s ta te 
money. 

Although Hoben admi ts he doesn't 
have any answe rs yet. he said there 
a re severa l possible solutions. One 
would be to petit ion the s ta te board of 
educat ion to waive the 180-day require-
ment 

A second approach would be to re-
quire the s tudents to make up the lost 
t ime by going longer hours each day 
or by at tending c lass on weekends. 

Neither a l te rna t ive is 
a t t rac t i ve . School off ic ials say the 
chances of the s ta te board grant ing 
the wa iver a r e ex t reme ly thin. And 
Miller  parents a re upset by the situa-
tion their chi ldren a r e in 

" I ' m very p leased with the 45-15 
schedu le . " said Cindy Monks, "but 
I 'm a f ra id the switch is going to 
cause some real problems for the 
kids I don't see how they can lose or 
make up that much t i m e . " 

Gerr i Guzik. also a Miller parent is 
a l i tt le s t ronger in her cr i t ic ism of the 
proposal. " I can' t take my child out 
of school for two months, but the 
school board can consider doing it 
Who do they think they a r e 0 

" I  don't think they know what they 
a re doing or where they a re going. 

They a re t ry ing to do too much to 
fas t . " 

Hoben acknowledges the problem i 
a thorny one but defends the plan be 
cause he says it has some advantag 
es Pr imar i l y , it would provide mor> 
flexibil i ty  for s tudents With all th 
groups s tar t ing at the s a m e t ime, th. 
separat ion between groups would b<> 
e l iminated A child could move f rom 
one group to another , if necessary 
with a min imal amount of lost instruc 
tion. 

With the s taggered groups at Miller 
s tudents a re locked in with the group 
they star t with, Hoben said In add 
tion. the proposed change would en 
able the schools to have a more uni 

(Continued on page 4A 

Stein wants cost 
of sheriff patrol 
Township of f ic ia ls continue to ham-

m e r away at m e m b e r s of a Wayne 
County Board of Commiss ioners sub-
commi t tee . hoping to convince them 
to change thei r minds on funding for 
the Sher i f f ' s road patrol in seven out-
county townships. 

Faced with a pro jected $12 million 
deficit for the year , the full board of 
commiss ioners voted to te rm ina te the 
money for the 28-man patrol on June 
30, which amoun ts to about $1 million. 
Many of the townships af fected by the 
decision, including Plymouth Town-
ship. have no other fo rm of police pro-
tect ion. 

In the second meet ing in two weeks 
with the public sa fe ty and judic iary 
c o m m i t t e e Wednesday, represen ta -
t ives of the munic ipal i t ies argued 
against the te rmina t ion of the patrol . 
Trie commi t tee has the responsibi l i ty 
of adv is ing the full board on the mat-
ter 

" I  think we got their at tent ion this 
t ime, and they a r e giving some sec-
ond thoughts to our p rob lems. " said 
P l y m o u t h T o w n s h i p S u p e r v i s i o r 
Thomas Notebaer t "But we still have 
a long way to go . " 

Since the decision was made to end 
the funds for the patrol, the commis-
s ioners ' postion has remained essen-
tial ly unchanged At a meet ing two 
weeks ago, one commiss ioner said it 
was t ime the townships "g rew up" 
and got thei r own police depar tments . 

However , Notebaer t and Canton 
Township Superv isor Harold Stein be-
lieve that the introduction of some 
new in format ion might have softened 
the commi t t ee ' s at t i tude 

Ret i red Michigan State Police Direc-

tor F r e d David, a Plymouth Townshi 
res ident , a t tended the meet ing a 
Notebaert s request . He furnished sta 
t ist ics to the commiss ioners which in-
dicated that much of the c r ime in the 
townships was re la ted to the metropol-
itan parks. 

" W E G E T A LOT of people f rom 
Detroit who come out to Hines Park 
and then commi t c r imes . " said Stem. 
"They ' re not even our own residents, 
and the county still wants us to pay 
for the road patro l . Does that sound 
right to you?* 

In addit ion. Stein argued that the in-
volved townships paid $9 million to 
the county in taxes. "They should be 
able to tell us how much of that goes 
for the road patrol . No one is taking 
except ion to paying, but you h a w to 
know what you ' re paying fo r . " 

Al though the commiss ioners had 
said they would have a detai led break-
down of what the patrol cost was for 
the townships. Stein was not pleased 
with the f igures they supplied Com-
mi t tee m e m b e r s had previously sug-
gested the townships contract with the 
sher i f f ' s depar tmen t for the amount 
of protect ion they needed. 

" I  still don't know how much of our 
money goes to the sher i f f . " com-
mented Stein hotly. "I have to be able 
to go to my const i tuants and say it 
costs so much and ask them if they 
want it. not. Until I can do that . I 'm 
not mak ing any decis ions." 

No tebaer t . too. shared some of 
Ste in 's percept ions "It seems things 
get less c lear eve ry t ime we m e e t . " 
No da te has been set . but another 
meet ing is scheduled 

Carter's Blue Cross cap 
could nudge teacher talks 

By EMORY DANIELS 

J i m m y Car ter may be the latest fa-
c i l i tator in the teache r contract talks 
in P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n C o m m u n i t y 
Schools. 

P res iden t C a r t e r unwitt ingly en-
tered the local cont ract talks when he 
addressed the nation Fr iday morning 
and proposed a 10 per cent pr ice lid 
on hospital cost increases 

The t iming for .the local contract 
talks, was especia l ly signif icant be-
cause there is a chance both sides 
might meet at the table today (Mon-
day) . 

Ca r te r ' s hospital pr ice lid proposal 
might be a cata lys t locally because 
the m a j o r issue now prevent ing a set-
t lement appea rs to be whether there 
should be a " c a p " on medica l insur-
ance p rem iums . 

The school board is asking teachers 
to accept a proposal to share any in-
crease the costs of medical insurance 
premiums if they exceed $100 per 
ntonth for fami ly coverage. 

Carter's proposal, if  approved by 
Congress, would limit  Blue C r o s s -
Blue Shield premiums to an increase 
of no more than nine per cent a year. 

The proposed economic controls on 
medical costs might break the current 
deadlock at the bargaining table. 

ALTHOUGH  BOTH sides are ac 
tually  in disagreement on four issues, 
the key di f ference is on a proposal to 
"cap"  health insurance premiums. 

The board's of fer is that once fam-
ily  membersh ip premiums exceed 
$100 per month, the added amount 
will  be shared 50-50 by the board and 
the individual  teacher. For example, 
if  medical p remiums for fami l ies 
c l imbed to $110 a month in 1979. the 
school district  would pay $5 and the in-
dividual  teachcr would contribute $5. 

V 

The P lymouth Educat ion Associ-
ation (PEA) has re jected the pro-
posal. argu ing it would cause prob-
lems for fu ture barga in ing teams and 
represents a rol lback f rom agree-
men ts of previous years 

The school board a rgues p remiums 
won't exceed the $100 level iflitil  at 
least the third yea r of the three-year 
cont ract present ly being negotiated, 
and then would be a nominal amount 
for teachers to pay. The board would 
like the teacher contr ibut ion to be de-
ducted f rom cost-of-l iving payments . 

On April  1. 1977. Blue Cross-Blue 
Shield p r e m i u m s increased by about 
34 per cent to ra ise the cost of fami ly 
coverage f rom $72 to $94. 

WHEN ASKED about the local im-
pact of Car te r ' s proposal on the stale-
mated talks. Supt. John M. Hoben 
was noncommi ta l . 

"We' l l have to look at the detai ls of 
the Pres iden t ' s proposal. But it might 
be s igni f icant . Right now we can ' t 
even get to the bargain ing table, so 
maybe this will  he lp." 

Hoben did some quick calculations 
and est imated that if Carter's pro-
posal goes into effect, family cov-
erage will  cost $103.40 per teacher in 
the third  year of the contract. "If  the 
PEA would accept the board's pro-
posal. that would mean the added cost 
to teachers would be a maximum of 
$7.60 for 1979. That's not much money. 
Maybe a c lamp on rising medical 
costs would give enough assurance to 
teachers that premiums won't get out 
of hand that we can reach agreement 
on this issue " 

The board doesn't describe its pro-
posal on medical premiums as being 
a cap. 

"The  board isn't asking to have 
health insurance capped, but merely 

asking that if costs continue to rise at 
the cur ren t ra te that the board and 
the PEA sha re the responsibi l i ty." 
Norm Kee, chief negot iator for the 
board, said 

NO TALKS OCCURRED last week 
because teachers were on vacat ion for 
E a s t e r break 

Kee and Dera ld McKinley, PEA 
chief negot iator , however, left town 
with expec ta t i ons that a meet ing 
might be a r r a n g e d for today 

If  the s ides don' t meet , a cr i t ical 
s tage could be reached as the PEA 
has cal led for a genera l membersh ip 
m e e t i n g f o r 5 a . m . t o m o r r o w 
(Tuesday) in the Penn Theat re 

McKinley s a y s the purpose of the 
meet ing will  to inform teachers of the 
s ta tus of negot iat ions Administ rators, 
however, a r e worr ied a s t r ike vote 
might be taken because the meet ing 
is being held in the morning The 
usual prac t ice has been for the teach-
e rs to hold meet ings in the af ternoon, 
a f te r the school day has ended. 

Late last week, repor ts were also 
spread ing that other teacher unions 
which don't have cont rac ts yet a re 
cal l ing genera l membersh ip meet ings 
ear ly this week. There a r e some 19 
school d is t r ic ts in the metropol i tan De-
troit a rea cur ren t l y negotiat ing con-
t rac ts with teachers . 

CARTER S PROPOSED lid on medi 
cal costs is seen as a key part to the 
adminis t rat ion 's anti- inf lat ion  pro-' 
gram. 

The lid is expected to save the feder-
al government and private insurance 
f i rms about $2.6 billion  a ye^r. The 
controls also will  lower costs for Medi-
care and Medicaid. 

Hospital costs have been rising 
about 15 per cent a year with patient 
rates now between $150 to $200 a day. 

* * 

Can a 1,600-square-foot h o m e wi th two -ca r g a r a g e f ind ha rmony with these 1,100-square-foot, one-car 
g a r a g e h o m e s in Can ton? (Staff photo) 

Smaller homes built 

Bank, builder picketed 
People often cite " incompat ib i l i ty " 

as their reason- for seeking divorce 
Homeowners in Canton's Willow Trail 
subdiv is ion cite incompat ib i l i ty as 
their reason for f ighting construct ion 
of new homes with smal le r square 
footage and one-car garages . 

Michigan National Bank, owner of 
120 remain ing lots in the subdivision, 
is the main target of the res idents ' 
c r i t ic ism A Michigan National Bank 
branch off ice under construct ion at 
F o r d and She ldon w a s p i cke ted 
Wednesday af ternoon by about 50 
people who want the bank to build 
compat ib le homes on remain ing lots 
in the subdivision 

Thirty-seven homes in the $50,000 
pr ice range were built and sold in Wil-
low Trail subdivision by David Nelson 
of Phoenix Homes who went into bank-
ruptcy last year. But before he went 
bankrupt . Nelson signed a covenant 
with the homeowners promis ing "to 
assu re the beauty, be t terment , pro-
tect ion and harmony of external de-
sign and appearance of the res idences 
to be built on lots in the subdiv is ion" 
in the future. 

An archi tectural control commi t tee 
establ ished under the covenant ex-
pired Dec 31, 1976 and nei ther Mich-
igan National nor B L Smokier and 
Co developers have agreed to renew 
the agreement 

Willow Trail residents became con-
cerned, said Tom McNamara , presi-
dent of the subdivision homeowner as-
sociation. when they saw an 1.100-
squa re foot model open Then Smokier 
began building the small house with 
one-car garage and brick on the front 
only, on one of three lots purchased 
f rom the bank. 

Smokier spokesman Manny Bush 
said the company has an a r rangmen t 
with the bank to buy more homes if 
desi red 

"But even if Smokier bui lds all 50 of 
the homes they have an option on, the 
bank is the one who has the responsi-
bility  to uphold the or iginal cov-
enan t , " says Peter Bundar in, a t to rney 
for the Willow Trai l Homeowne r 
Assoc. "The bank is t ry ing to pass the 
buck to Smokier ." 

Bundann argues that because the 
bank has become the m a j o r property 
holder in the subdivision, it must 
re ins ta te the a rch i tec tu ra l control 
commi t tee and live up to the t e r m s of 
the original covenant 

And, because the 37 homes a l ready 
built range between 1,500-2.000 square 
feet, and feature t w o c a r garages , any-
thing substantial ly less than that is il-
legal. Bundarin said. 

Michigan Bank officials state that 
all comments on the dispute would 
come from their attorney, Peter 
Alter.  He could not be reached for 
comment Friday. 

The head of the homeowner group, 
McNamara, said the association is not 
attempting to ban homes that cost 
less than $50,000 from Canton "we're 
just saying we want our subdivision 
finished with like-sized homes and con-
struction materials." 

McNamara said future Canton sub-
divisions could accommodate less ex-
pensive or less expansive homes. 

He said the association is ready to 
fight  the case in court if necessary. 
But the association's attorney, Bun-
darin, says he would like to avoid the 

lengthy and uncertain legal route 
" T h e best way to go about it is 

bring this to the attent ion of the bank 
so they' l l become awa re of the prob 
lems the Willow Trail people a r e hav-
ing with these smal ler , incompat ib le 
homes 

"1 understand that a f te r Wednes-
day 's picketing, off icials of the bank 
wanted to know what was going on," 
Bundar in said "They don't want all 
those potential cus tomers to be picket 

mg their soon-to-open bank " 
The homeowner group also sched-

uled a picket yesterday at Smokler 's 
model homes on Saltz. south of Ford 
and east of Lilley 

"Tha t ' s what I like about Canton." 
McNamara said "People want it to 
be developed right and they ' re not 
about to be pushed around We've got 
a new township and people a r e inter-
ested and involved They d o n t just sit 
back and gr ipe. " 
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Mich igan Nat iona l Bank o w n s 120 lots in Wi l low  Trai l  subd iv is ion . 
The bank 's soon-to-open Canton b ranch w a s m a r c h e d upon Wednes -
d a y by w o m e n and ch i ld ren p ro tes t ing th ree Smok ie r h o m e s b e i n g 
built  wi th s m a l l e r g a r a g e s and s q u a r e fee t than the i r h o m e s . Ad r ian 
Loukotka holds the s ign and L isa Schnapps . (Staff photo by G a r y 
C a s k c y ) 
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SPORTY SPIKERS 
A sport growing in populari ty 

a m o n g local women is vol-
leyball—power volleyball, that 
is. In fact it's so popular, that 
some residents will  play in a 
softball game or soccer match 
and then report for a strenuous 
vol leybal l doubleheader. See 
story and photo's in today's Life 
Section on Page IB. 
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