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Schools cancel April  5 millage vote 
The Plymouth Board of Education voted 

M Monday night to cancel the April  5 elec-
tion to leave open the option of seeking ad-
ditional operational millage in June. 

The cancellation was made after the 
board heard a report from Supt John M. 
Hoben that proposed changes In state aid 
funding makes it probable the district 
could place an operational millage request 
on the ballot in June. 

Under present state aid formulas, if 
Plymouth were to increase its local mil-
lage rate, the district would lose state aid 
because, of its relatively high property tax 
valuation base This "penalty" clause 
meant the district would have had to ask 

for 2.3 mills additional just to break even. 
With this type of formula. Hoben explain-

ed. the district would have had to ask for 
far too much operational millage Just to 
get the money it needs to balance funds in 
1976-77. 

BECAUSE OF the penalty, the district 
had asked for an April  5 election for a 
building and site sinking-fund millage. 
which wouldn't have affected state aid pay-
ments 

The idea was that the fund could be used 
for such items as roof repairs, painting 
and other maintenance which usually 
comes from the operation budget. 

Gov. Milliken recently has made pro-
posals which would greatly soften the pen-
alty effect of the formula. Hoben reported, 
which now makes it possible to seek oper-
ational millage which is seen as a more di-
rect route of obtaining financial relief. 

Once the state aid proposal for 1976-77 
goes to the legislature. Hoben added, and 
house and senate versions are introduced, 
there is likely to be a compromise with the 
governor s plan which should be of more fi-
nancial benefit to local school districts. He 
said he hopes the state aid formula will  be 
known in June, a prediction also made by 
a state legislator this week who said state 
representatives, up for election this fall. 

are under pressure to act soon on state aid 
funding. 

"With tnis latest information." said 
Hoben. "it now appears it would be better 
to seek operational millage. T V building 
and site sinking-fund would defray only a 
small portion of our projected deficit of SI 
million for 1976-77 school year." 

MARCIA;  BOROWSK1 expressed reserva-
tions about; the ability of the legislature to 
pass a state aid bill  by June. "Since I've 
been on the board the legislature has 
never passed a state aid bill  before Au-
gust. 

"And. regardless of when the bill  is 
passed, for* the past couple years no mat-

ter what state aid funding is. the governor 
has cut funds willy-nilly  through executive 
order." " 

Trustee E.J. McClendon agreed the state 
aid bill  may not be passed by June but 
added that the district doesnt have assur-
ance now that the penalty clause will  be di-
luted enough to make an operational levy 
practical. 

ANOTHER POSITIVE adjustment being 
made is proposed changes in the Single 
Business Tax. 

When the state eliminated the inventory 
tax. provisions were discussed to return to 
local governments revenue lost from the in-
ventory tax by increasing state rebates of 

sales tax and income tax revenues. 
Although municipalities were promised a 

dollar-for-dollar rabate. the return to 
school districts was based on a formula 
that provided the state rebate would be 
less if local millage rates were increased. 
TTiat provision may be revised to give 
school districts a more favorable break. 
Hoben reported. 

The district is now projecting an $18.7 
million operating budget for 1976-77 to 
keep programs at their current levels The 
district's current tax base is 1478 million 
which was dropped to $420 million by the 
elimination of business inventories for tax 
purposes 
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CASTLES collapsing 
from lack of interest 

Hot wheels convention 
These youngsters took advantage of the first 

signs of spring this week for a little tricycle 
riding on Saxony In Windsor Park. They are 
(from left) Gary Bergman, 3; John Hamann, 5; 
Pat, 3; John Dewey, 3; and Paul Andrew, 3. In 

the heat of the moment, young Pat (in the 
patched pants) forgot his last name and his 
young friends were unable to help. (Staff photo 
by Maurie Walker) 

If  the CASTLES in-service training cen-
ter for teachers is discontinued in the 
Plymouth Community School District, the 
cause is most, likely to be the refusal of 
teachers to use the facility. 

That was the prediction given the 
Plymouth Board of Education Monday 
night by Gordon Hill,  co-director of CAS-
TLES which stands for "Center for Ad-
vanced Stujdy of Teaching and Learning 
for Exciting Schools." Hill  is co r rec to r of 
CASTLES along with Mac McDonald. 

Hill  noted there was a possibility of the 
district's receiving state funding which 
could prevent the elimination of CASTLES 
for financial reasons. 

"But even with state money the apathy 
and negativism amongst teachers would 
almost force the bord to reconsider. If 
apathy among teachers continues. CAS-
TLES will  die ultimately because McDo-
nald and I will  die of boredom." 

THE DISTRICT established CASTLES at 
the beginning of the school year under a 
contract arrangement with the Wayne 
County Intermediate School District and 
Novi-School District. 

Plymouth district later purchased the for-
mer MESC building on Mill  Street to house 
CASTLES personnel and to provide room 
for teachers to attend in-service programs. 

The expense this year to the district for 
CASTLES is $45,000. During discussions of 
how to rediice expenditures, the board had 
considered reducing its commitment to 
CASTLES by $15,000 but found this 
couldn't be done in 1975-76 because of con-
tract obligations. • 

"My concern is that during a year of fi-
nancial crisis that in-service training 
might suffer." Hill  began his comments to 
the board. "1 feel CASTLES has taken an 
unfair amount of criticism, from profes-
sionals "and laymen alike Last month, this 

negativism from the teaching force in 
Plymouth has worsened, and we have fall-
en, further behind in our efforts to have 
teachers work effectively with us." 

He added that a survey was taken of 64 
teachers and principals on what they de-
sire for inservice training and there is not 
one requirement which CASTLES isn'4 at-
tempting to meet. -

When trustee Tom Yack asked the 
source and reasons for the negativism. 
Hill  responded: "In my 27 years of teach-
ing, I have never faced such low morale 
among the teaching force as that in the 
western world, and when teacher morale 
is so low, in-service training tends to suf-
fer. " 

Asked to elaborate later. Hill  told this 
newspaper: "The community is demand-
ing more and more of educators and yet. 
in relation to inflation, are paying them 
less and less. There is a lot of talk now 
that instructors should teach students how 
to read. Yet at the same time, we are 
spending less money to buy books This 
has to be demoralizing." 

MARCIA BOROWOSK1, board vice-pres-
ident. said she was convinced in-service 
training was vital and asked what the 
board could do to help. 

"That's a very difficult question, and 
there may be very little the board can do 
Remember that the original concept of 
CASTLES was that it would be run by the 

teachers, so any involvement of the board 
and administration would bring that con-
cept into criticism ' 

Hill  expressed disturbance about a dis-
covery of a work group of the Citizens Ad-
visory Committee which reported high 
school teachers feel CASTLES does noth-
ing for the high schools "We scheduled 
three workshops for high school teachers 
only and they were 100 per cent non-at-
tended." 

As an example, he pointed to an evening 
workshop which scheduled State Sen Carl 
Pursell (K-Plymouth) to discuss the prob-
lems social1, studies instructors faced in 
seeking to maintain objectivity during an 
election year. The program was attended 
by one teacher and one parent. Hill  said, 
even though letters of invitations were sent 
to all social studies teachers at the high 
school and middle school levels. 

HILL  REPORTED that a survey is be 
ng prepared now to be sent to all teachers 
asking very directly if teachers want in-
service training in CASTLES to continue. 

"The survey includes a listing of 54 dif-
ferent presentations made during the past 
year which were all equally ignored by-
teachers. 

"I  would like to meet again with teach-
ers to discuss in-service training because I 
think it is too important to be ignored." 

(Continued on page 4A> 

Deer Creek 
changes hands 

Block grant will  aid recreation. 
. Senior citizens and recreation en-

thusiasts should be the. primary benefi-
ciaries of federal block grant funds, if Can-
ton's application is approved this year. 

• | C. 
Township officers are expecting almost 

$68,000 in finds this year, and suggestions 
for spending the money- include purchasing 
four vans capable of holding 12-15 people 
to be used for senior citizens and the recre-
ation department; air conditioning for the 
recreation hall on Michigan Avenue; light-
ing of the recreation hall parking lot; and 
various improvements for the recreation 
site at Cherry Hill  and Canton Center 
roads 

Possible improvements to the recreation 

site include if construction of two tennis 
courts, bike trails around the perimeter of 
the site, a drinking foimtain. and back-
stops and bleacher stands for the ball dia-
monds. 

LAST YEAR, as part of a group of out-
county communities that joined Wayne 
County in applying for the monev. Canton 
received $32,000. 

. | That money, expected to be doubled this 
year, was spent to renovate the township 
recreation hall and to improve the recrea-
tion site. 

Under the block grant program, commu-
nities with populations less than 50.000 

i otoer 
popfltal 

municipalities so 
ition is more than 

must apply with 
that their total 
200.000. 

Last year. 20 .Wayne County commu-
nities joined to apply for the grant, which 
although federally funded, is administered 
by the county. ! • 

Considerable debate over how to spend 
the money ensued, and an advisory com-
mittee of 10 members from the out-county 
communities and three representatives 
from the county was formed to decide the 
issue. 

Supervisor Robert Greenstein chaired 
that effort, and this year, he will  assist 
Mayor Frank Lada of Allen Park. 

"THE THING we have to make sure." 
said Greenstein. "is that the money is dis-
tributed fairly." ' 

Unlike other grants, block grant funds 
can be parlayed as the community's own 
money to match with other federal and 
state grants, thereby doubling their value. 

According to planner Mike Manore, the 
extent of the improvements to the recrea-
tion site will  depend on whether the block 
grant f inds can be parlayed with other 
grants, something he sees as a distinct pos-
sibility. 

Manore said approval of the grant can 
be expected sometime in March, but the 
money will  not be delivered until late sum-
mer. <• [ • ' . 

Although phase four of the Deer Creek 
apartments changed ownership recently, 
the change is not expectjed to affect resi-
dents of the complex. 

The new owners. State] Mutual Life As 
surance of America, took over ownership 
of the apartment complex when Deer 
Creek Apartments defaulted on its mort-
gage. 

Foreclosure proceedings started in No-
vember 1974 and settlement out of court 
was reached earlier this year. 

Management of'phase four of the com-
plex. which is composed of 328 units, or 
44.1 per cent of all units, remains the 
same and is handled by Schostak Brothers 
and Company. 

"State Mutual met with the management 
company and agreed to stay with them." 
said Robert Bolton, attorney for the Wor-
cester. Mass. based insurance firm. 

"The complex is being repaired, man-
aged and serviced by Schostak ." 

Schostak handles management of the 
other three phases of the complex, which 
include 416 units They are owned by a Ca 
nadian firm. 

"The prior owners had a lot of prob 
lems." Bolton said. "There was a real es-
tate downturn and they couldn't build or 
rent as fast as they hoped f 

According to Bolton, the necessary re-
pairs are being made on the property, and 
rental is up over 90 per cent, the break 
even point for the apartments. 
' He added that back taxes were being 
paid off. 

Bolton said State Mutual was not in the 
apartment business, and that an attempt 
would probably be made at some point in 
the future to sell the propeitv. 

"Of "ourse vou cant just dump i . " , f 
said. "You have to upgrade the prope.n . ' 

'March  Madness' getting closer, Rocks 
close out at home Friday with Dearborn 

By FRED DeLANO 

Although an aura of pre-toumament sus-
pense will  hang over the Plymouth Salem 
gym Friday night when the Rocks close 
out the i r home basketball schedule. 
Salem's immediate task will  be to wrap up 
an unprecedented third straight undisputed 
Suburban Eight title with a victory over 
Dearborn 

Six seniors, headed by tri-captains Jim 
Ellinghausen. Brian Wblcott and Mike 
Primeau. will  be making their last local 
appearance as they try to boost the team's 
overall record for the winter to 19-1 at the 
expense of the Pioneers. 

Others graduating from this team in-
clude Bob Evans. Mark Gothard and Rick 
Gladstone. 

In the Sub 8. Salem Is 12-1 and leads sec-
ond place Belleville by one game The 
Tigers (11-2) are the only team to hang a 
loss on the Rocks and are expected to 
have little trouble winning at home over 
Allen Park in their bid to stay in the chase 
for at least a piece of the crown. 

la aa add twist of the drawings for next 
week's district tournament at Southfield 
High School, located at Ten Mile and Lah-
ser, the two Plymouth teams—Salem and 
Caatao—will meet for the only time this 
season la a first round battle at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

The winner will  tackle once-beaten 
Bloomfleld Hills Lahser at the same hour oioom 

Thursday night. March 4. and the cham-
pionship game will  be played at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday. March 6, Fighting to make the 
finals from the opposite bracket will  be the 
host Southfield quintet plus Detroit South-
eastern and Bloomfield Hills Andover. 

The champion of the Southfield district 
will  advance to the regional to be played 
at Livonia Franklin. Other rivals there 
will  be champions from the Southfield-
Lathrup. Farmington and Livonia Steven-
son districts—the potential including such 
possibilities as Lathrup itself. Garden City 
West. Detroit Denby, Detroit Northwestern 
and others. 

Plymouth Salem won these same district 
and regional championships last year and 
wasn't eliminated from the state tourna-
ment until reaching the semifinals agains 
Flint Northwestern at East Lansing 

NO OTHER baske tba l l t e a m in 
Plymouth history ever accounted for as 
many records the present unit, many of 
them the personal handiwork of all-state 
prospect Jim Ellinghausen. 

But in tournament play it's one defeat 
and out. This means that to go as far as 
the 1974-75 club in reaching the semifinals 
the current Rocks must add six victories 
to their s t r ing- three in the district, two at 
the regional level and then the quar-
terfinals. 

Leading that charge toward what then 
would be a 25-1 mark is the 17-year-old El-
linghausen. who at 6-8 is the most prolific 

scorer and rebounder Plymouth has ever 
had. Incidentally, he wont be 18 until May 
15. 

"He has the best collegiate potential of 
any senior in the state." Is Coach Fred 
Hiomann's appraisal of his star center 
who has attracted collegiate scouts from 

inside 

throughout the nation to Plymouth this win-
ter. 

In Wolcott. the Rocks also are blessed 
with one of their best guards in years, 
while the other starters—Evans. Primeau 
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Save the receipt when you pay your 
carrier this week. It's worth catfi value 
when you place your next classified ad. Ace Jim Ellinghausen, here with coach Fred Thomann, will 

perform in a Rock uniform before a home crowd for the last t ime 
tomorrow night. (Staff photo by Maurie Walker) v» 
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